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^d  Session.       J  |    No.  70. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Dbckkbib  18,  1862.->Ordered  to  be  piinted. 


Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  made  the  ibllowing 

REPORT. 

[To  aooompany  bill  S.  427 .] 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the  MUitia^  to  whom  teas  r^erred 
the  memorial  of  Charles  Anderson,  Imving  had  the  same  under  consid- 
erationj  report: 

That  John  James,  of  Texas,  had  a  claim  against  the  United  States 
for  the  rent  of  Camp  Hudson,  in  Texas,  prior  to  the  1st  of  July, 
1859,  which  was  allowed  by  the  quartermaster  general,  who  asked 
for  its  payment  in  a  special  estimate  made  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
on  March  9,  1860.  The  item  was  also  inserted  in  the  army  appro- 
priation bill  in  the  House  of  Eepresentattves  in  1^62,  but  it  was 
Btruck  out  in  the  Senate  because  of  the  action  of  the  State  of  Texas 
towards  disunion.  It  was  also  embraced  in  the  estimate  of  appro- 
priations for  the  year  ending  June  39,  1862. 

Charles  Anderson,  in  September,  1860,  was  a  loyal  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  residing  in  Texas,  which  State  he  was  compelled  to 
leave  by  the  '-alien  enemy  act"  of  the  Confederate  States;  and  in 
doing  so  he  exchanged  his  property,  which  he  could  not  take  away 
with  him,  with  John  James  for  the  latter' s  daim  alluded  to  above, 
which  is  regularly  assigned  to  the  said  Anderson. 

The  committee,  satisfied  of  the  justice  of  the  claim  and  of  the 
regularity  of  ifts  transfer,  report  a  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  the  memori- 
alist, and  recommend  that  it  do  ipass. 
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37th  G0NOBE8S,  )  SENATE.  j  Bep.  Com. 

3d  Session.      j  J     No.  71. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


pBCKKBiR  23,  1862.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Wade  snbmitted  the  following 

REPORT. 

Hie  joint  committee  on  the  conduct  of  the  war  beg  leave  respedfvUy  to 
report^  in  part^  as  fdllows: 

On  the  18th  of  December,  1862,  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
adopted  the  following  resolution,  which  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  conduct  of  the  war  : 

^^Besdved,  That  the  committee  on  the  conduct  of  the  war  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  directed  to  inquire  into  the  facts  relating  to  the 
recent  battle  at  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  and  particularly  as  to  what 
officer  or  officers  are  responsible  for  the  assault  which  was  made  upon 
the  enemy's  works;  and  also  the  delay  which  occurred  in  preparing 
to  meet  the  enemy,  and  to  report  the  facts  to  the  Senate.'' 

In  pursuance  of  the  instructions  contained  in  this  resolution,  your 
committee  have  the  honor  to  report  that  they  proceeded  immediately 
to  the  headquarters  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  and  took  the  depo- 
sitions of  Major  Generals  Burnside,  Sumner,  Franklin,  and  Hooker, 
and  Brigadier  Oenerals  Woodbury  and  Haupt. 

On  their  return  to  Washington  they  took  the  depositions  of  Major 
Oeneral  Halleck  and  Brigadier  Oeneral  Meigs. 

All  the  facts  relating  to  the  movements  of  the  army  under  General 
Bamside,  the  forwarding  of  pontoons  and  supplies,  and  the  recent 
battle  at  Fredericksburg,  are  so  fully  and  clearly  stated  in  the  depo- 
sitions herewith  submitted,  that  the  committee  report  the  testimony 
without  comment. 

Decembeb  19,  18G2. 

Major  General  Ambrose  E.  Burnside  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chaibicak. 

Question.  You  have  seen  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  under  which 
this  committee  is  now  acting.  Will  you  now  go  on  and  in  your  own 
^ay,  without  questioning,  give  such  an  account  of  the  matters  em- 
braced in  that  resolution  as  you  may  consider  necessary  andkproper? 
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We  do  not  want  to  go  back  to  the  time  when  you  came  into  com- 
mand. 

Answer.  In  order  that  the  whole  matter  may  be  entirely  under- 
stood, it  may  be  well  to  go  back  a  little. 

Question.  Very  well.     Make  your  statement  in  your  own  way. 

Answer.  When,  after  the  battle  of  Antietam.  General  McGlellan 
decided  to  cross  the  Potomac,  I  said  to  him  that,  in  my  opinion,  he 
would  never  be  able  to  take  this  army  on  that  route  beyond  the  Rap- 
pahannock, unless  he  succeeded  in  fighting  the  enemy  at  some  place 
on  this  side;  that  if  he  proposed  to  go  to  Richmond  by  land,  he 
would  have  to  go  by  way  of  Fredericksburg;  and  in  that  he  partially 
agreed  with  me.  After  we  had  started  we  had  another  conversation 
on  that  subject,  and  several  other  oflScers  were  present.  On  the  6th 
of  November,  after  this  conversation.  General  McGlellan  gave  an 
order  to  Captain  Duane,  his  chief  engineer,  to  have  all  the  pontoon 
bridges  at  Berlin  and  in  that  neighborhood,  that  could  be  spared, 
taken  up  and  sent  down  to  Washington,  with  a  view  of  getting  them 
down  to  this  line,  in  case  he  decided  to  go  by  way  of  Fredericksburg. 
The  letter  conveying  that  order  was  written  on  the  6th  of  November, 
but,  as  I  understand,  was  not  received  until  the  12th  of  November. 

On  the  7th  or  8th  of  November  I  received  an  order  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  directing  me  to  take  command  of  the  army 
of  the  Potomac,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  order  relieving  General  Mc- 
Glellan from  that  command.  This  order  was  conveyed  to  me  by 
General  Buckingham,  who  was  attached  to  the  War  Department. 
After  getting  over  my  surprise,  the  shock,  Ac,  I  told  General  Buck- 
ingham that  it  was  a  matter  that  required  very  serious  thought;  that 
I  did  not  want  the  command;  that  it  had  been  offered  to  me  twice 
before,  and  I  did  not  feel  that  I  could  take  it.  I  consulted  with  two 
of  my  staff  officers  in  regard  to  it  for,  I  should  think,  an  hour  and  a 
half.  They  urged  upon  me  that  I  had  no  right,  as  a  soldier,  to  dis- 
obey the  order,  and  that  I  had  already  expressed  to  the  government 
my  unwillingness  to  take  the  command.  I  told  them  what  my  views 
were  with  reference  to  my  ability  to  exercise  such  a  command,  which 
views  were  those  I  had  always  unreservedly  expressed,  that  I  was  not 
competent  to  command  such  a  large  army  as  this.  I  had  said  the 
same  over  and  over  again  to  the  President  and  Secretary  of  War,  and 
also,  that  if  matters  could  be  satisfactorily  arranged  with  General 
McGlellan,  I  thought  he  could  command  the  army  of  the  Potomac 
better  than  any  other  general  in  it.  But  they  had  studied  the  subject 
more  than  I  had,  and  knew  more  about  their  objections  to  General 
McGlellan  than  I  did. 

There  had  been  some  conversation  in  regard  to  the  removal  of 
General  McGlellan  when  he  was  bringing  away  his  army  from  before 
Richmond.  The  first  of  these  conversations  with  the  President  and 
Secretary  of  War  occurred  at  that  time.  And  then  after  General 
McGlellan  had  got  back  to  Washington,  and  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Maryland  campaign,  there  was  another  conversation  of 
the  same  kind.  And  on  both  of  those  occasions  I  expressed  to  the 
President  the  opinion  that  I  did  not  think  there  was  any  one  who 
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could  do  as  much  with  that  army  as  General  McGlellan  could,  if  mat- 
ters could  be  so  arranged  as  to  remove  their  objections  to  him. 

After  I  had  consulted  with  my  staflf  officers,  I  went  to  see  General 
McGlellan  himself,  and  he  agreed  with  them,  that  this  was  an  order 
which  I,  as  a  soldier,  had  to  obey.  He  said  that  he  could  not  retain 
the  command,  for  he,  as  a  soldier,  would  have  to  obey  the  order  di- 
recting him  to  give  up  that  command. 

I  then  assumed  the  command,  in  the  midst  of  a  violent  snow  storm, 
with  the  army  in  a  position  that  I  knew  but  little  of.  I  had  previously 
commanded  but  one  corps,  upon  the  extreme  right,  and  I  had  been  upon 
the  extreme  right  and  in  the  advance  since  that  campaign  had  begun. 
I  probably  knew  less  than  any  other  corps  commander  of  the  positions 
and  relative  strength  of  the  several  corps  of  the  army.  General 
McGlellan  remained  some  two  or  three  days  to  arrange  his  affairs, 
and  came  with  me  as  far  as  Warrenton,  and  then  left,  having  given 
me  all  the  information  he  could  in  reference  to  the  army. 

General  Halleck  came  down  to  see  me  on  the  11th  of  November. 
On  the  9th  I  made  out  a  plan  of  operations,  in  accordance  with  the 
order  of  General  Halleck,  which  directed  me  not  only  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  army,  but  also  to  state  what  I  proposed  to  do  with  it. 
That  plan  I  wrote  out  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  November,  and 
sent  it  by  special  messenger  to  Washington.  I  can  furnish  the  com- 
mittee a  copy  of  that  plan  if  they  desire  it.  I  do  not  have  it  here 
now. 

Question.  State  the  substance  of  it,  if  you  please;  that  may  do  as 
well. 

Answer.  I  stated,  in  substance,  that  I  thought  it  advisable  to  con- 
centrate the  army  in  the  neighborhood  of  Warrenton;  to  make  a  small 
movement  across  the  Rappahannock,  as  a  feint,  with  a  view  to  divert 
the  attention  of  the  enemy  and  lead  them  to  believe  that  we  were 
going  to  move  in  the  direction  of  Gordonsville,  and  then  to  make  a 
rapid  movement  of  the  whole  army  to  Fredericksburg  or  this  side  of 
the  Bappahannock. 

As  my  reasons  for  that,  I  stated  that  the  further  we  got  into  the 
interior  of  Virginia  the  longer  would  be  our  line  of  communications, 
and  the  greater  would  be  the  difficulty  we  would  have  in  keeping 
them  open,  as  the  enemy  had  upon  our  right  flank  a  corps  which  at 
almost  any  time  could,  by  a  rapid  movement,  seriously  embarrass  us. 
If  we  were  caught  by  the  elements  so  far  from  our  base  of  supplies, 
and  at  the  same  time  in  the  enemy's  country,  where  they  had  means 
of  getting  information  that  we  had  not,  it  might,  I  thought,  prove 
disastrous  to  the  army,  as  we  had  but  one  line  of  railway  by  which 
to  supply  it. 

In  moving  upon  Fredericksburg  we  would  all  the  time  be  as  near 
Washington  as  would  the  enemy ;  and  after  arriving  at  Fredericks- 
burg we  would  be  at  a  point  nearer  to  Richmond  than  we  would  be 
even  if  we  should  take  Gordonsville.  On  the  Gordonsville  line  the 
enemy,  in  my  opinion,  would  not  give  us  a  decisive  battle  at  any 
place  this  side  of  Richmond.  They  would  defend  Gordonsville  until 
such  time  as  they  felt  they  had  given  us  a  check,  and  then,  with  so 
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many  lines  of  railroad  open  to  them,  they  would  move  upon  Rich- 
mond or  upon  Lynchburgf  and,  in  either  case,  the  difficulty  of  fol- 
lowing them  would  be  very  great. 

In  connexion  with  this  movement,  I  requested  that  barges  filled 
with  provisions  and  forage  should  be  floated  to  Aquia  creek,  where 
they  could  easily  be  landed;  that  materials  be  collected  for  the  re- 
construction of  the  wharves  there,  and  that  all  the  wagons  in  Wash- 
ington that  could  be  possibly  spared  should  be  filled  with  hard  bread 
and  small  commissary  stores,  and  with  a  large  number  of  beef  cattle 
started  down  to  Fredericksburg,  on  the  road  by  way  of  Dumfries; 
and  that  this  wagon  train  and  herd  of  cattle  should  be  preceded  by 
a  pontoon  train  large  enough  to  span  the  Rappahannock  twice.  I 
stated  that  this  wagon  train  could  move  in  perfect  safety,  because  it 
would  be  all  the  time  between  our  army  and  the  Potomac,  or,  in  other 
words,  our  army  would  be  all  the  time  between  the  enemy  and  that 
train.  But  at  the  same  time  I  said  that  if  a  cavalry  escort  could  not 
be  furnished  from  Washington,  I  would  send  some  of  my  cavalry  to 
guard  the  train. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  November,  feeling  uneasy  with 
reference  to  the  pontoons,  as  I  had  not  heard  of  their  starting,  I 
directed  my  chief  engineer  to  telegraph  again  in  reference  to  them. 

Question.  To  whom  did  he  telegraph  ? 

Answer.  He  telegraphed  to  Qen.  Woodbury  or  to  Major  Spalding. 
It  subsequently  appeared  that  that  was  the  first  they  ever  had  heard  of 
my  wish  to  have  the  pontoon  train  started  down  for  Fredericksburg, 
although  the  authorities  in  Washington  had  had  my  plan  sent  to  them 
on  the  9th  of  November,  and  it  had  also  been  discussed  by  General 
Halleck  and  Oeneral  Meigs  at  my  headquarters  at  Warrenton,  on  the 
night  of  the  11th  or  12th  of  November;  and,  after  discussing  it  fully 
there,  they  sat  down  and  sent  telegrams  to  Washington,  which,  as  I 
supposed,  fully  covered  the  case,  and  would  secure  the  starting  of  the 
pontoons  at  once.  I  supposed,  of  course,  that  those  portions  of  the 
plan  which  required  to  be  attended  to  in  Washington  would  be  car- 
ried out  there  at  once.  I  could  have  sent  officers  of  my  own  there 
to  attend  to  those  matters,  and  perhaps  I  made  a  mistake  in  not  doing 
so,  as  Oeneral  Halleck  afterwards  told  me  that  I  ought  not  to  have 
trusted  to  them  in  Washington  for  the  details.  In  reply  to  the  tele- 
gram I  had  ordered  to  be  sent,  Oeneral  Woodbury  telegraphed  back 
that  the  poutoons  would  start  on  Sunday  morning,  possibly,  and  cer- 
tainly on  Monday  morning,  which  would  have  been  on  the  16th  or 
17  th  of  November,  and  would  have  been  in  time.  They  did  not, 
however,  start  until  the  19th,  and  on  that  day  it  commenced  raining, 
which  delayed  them  so  much,  and  the  roads  became  so  bad,  that 
when  they  got  to  Dumfries  they  floated  the  pontoons  off  the  wagons ; 
sent  to  Washington  for  a  steamer,  and  carried  them  down  to  Aquia 
creek  by  water,  sending  the  wagons  around  by  land.  The  pontoons 
did  not  get  here  until  the  22d  or  the  23d  of  November. 

On  the  16th  of  November  I  started  the  column  down  the  road  to 
Fredericksburg,  not  knowing  anything  about  the  delay  in  the  start- 
ing of  the  pontoons,  because  the  telegram  announcing  the  delay  did 
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DOt  reach  Warrenton  Junction  until  I  had  left  to  come  down  here 
with  the  troops,  and  that  telegram  did  not  reach  me  until  I  arrived 
here,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  when  it  was  handed  to  me  by  an 
orderly,  who  had  brought  it  down  from  Warrenton  Junction. 

After  reaching  here,  I  saw  at  once  that  there  was  no  chance  for 
crossing  the  Rappahannock  with  the  army  at  that  time.  It  com- 
menced raining  and  the  river  began  to  rise,  not  to  any  great  extent, 
but  I  did  not  know  how  much  it  might  rise.  There  were  no  means 
of  crossing  except  by  going  up  to  the  fords,  and  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  do  that,  because  of  the  inability  to  supply  the  troops  after 
they  should  cross. 

General  Sumner,  with  his  command,  arrived  here  in  advance.  He 
sent  to  me,  asking  if  he  should  cross  the  river.  He  was  very  much 
tempted  to  take  his  ovm  corps  across  to  Fredericksburg  by  a  ford 
near  Falmouth,  as  there  was  no  enemy  there  except  a  very  small 
force.     I  did  not  think  it  advisable  that  he  should  cross  at  that  time. 

The  plan  I  had  in  contemplation  was,  if  the  stores  and  those 
bridges  had  come  here  as  I  had  expected,  to  throw  Sumner's  whole 
corps  across  the  Rappahannock,  fill  the  wagons  with  as  many  small 
stores  as  we  could,  and  having  beef  cattle  along  for  meats,  then  to 
make  a  rapid  movement  down  in  the  direction  of  Richmond,  and  try 
to  meet  the  enemy  and  fight  a  battle  before  Jackson  could  make  a 
junction  there.  We  knew  that  Jackson  was  in  the  valley,  and  felt 
that  there  was  force  enough  on  the  Upper  Rappahannock  to  take  care 
of  him.  We  felt  certain  that  as  soon  as  the  enemy  knew  of  our  com- 
ing down  here  the  force  under  Jackson  would  be  recalled,  and  we 
wanted  to  meet  this  force  and  beat  it  before  Jackson  could  make  a 
junction  with  them,  or  before  Jackson  could  come  down  on  our  fiank 
and  perhaps  cripple  us.  I  had  recommended  that  more  supplies 
should  be  sent  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rappahannock,  with  a  view  to 
establishing  a  depot  at  Port  Royal  after  we  had  advanced  to  Frede- 
ricksburg. 

After  the  first  delay  in  starting  th6  pontoons,  I  think  they  were 
sent  as  quickly  as  they  could  have  been,  and  the  supplies  and  quar- 
termaster's stores  have  been  always  in  as  great  abundance  as  we 
could  have  expected;  for  after  the  19th  of  November  the  weather 
and  the  roads  were  particularly  bad.  Horses  and  mules,  &c.,  were 
sent  down  to  us,  so  that  our  cavalry  and  teams  were  in  very  good 
condition. 

After  it  was  ascertained  that  there  must  be  a  delay,  and  that  the 
enemy  had  concentrated  in  such  force  as  to  make  it  very  difficult  to 
cross  except  by  a  number  of  bridges,  we  commenced  bringing  up  from 
Aquia  creek  ail  the  pontoons  we  could.  After  enough  of  them  had 
been  brought  up  to  build  the  bridges,  I  called  several  councils  of 
war  to  decide  about  crossing  the  Rappahannock.  It  was  first  decided 
to  cross  down  at  Skinker's  Neck,  about  twelve  miles  below  here. 
But  our  demonstration  in  that  direction  concentrated  the  enemy  at 
that  place,  and  I  finally  gave  up  the  idea  of  crossing  there.  I  still 
continued  operations  at  Skinker's  Neck  by  way  of  demonstration, 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  down  there  as  large  a  force  of  the 
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enemy  as  possible.  I  then  decided  to  cross  here,  because,  in  the 
first  place,  I  felt  satisfied  that  they  did  not  expect  us  to  cross  here, 
but  down  below  ;  in  the  next  place,  I  felt  satisfied  that  this  was  the 
place  to  fight  the  most  decisive  battle,  because  if  we  could  divide 
their  forces  by  piercing  their  lines  at  one  or  two  points,  separating 
their  left  from  their  right,  then  a  vigorous  attack  with  the  whole 
army  would  succeed  in  breaking  their  army  in  pieces. 

The  enemy  had  cut  a  road  along  in  the  rear  of  the  line  of  heights 
where  we  made  our  attack,  by  means  of  which  they  connected  the  two 
wings  of  their  army,  and  avoided  a  long  detour  around  through  a 
bad  country.  I  obtained  from  a  colored  man  from  the  other  side  of 
the  town,  information  in  regard  to  this  new  road,  which  proved  to  be 
correct.  I  wanted  to  obtain  possession  of  that  new  road,  and  that  was 
my  reason  for  making  an  attack  on  the  extreme  left.  I  did  not  in- 
tend to  make  the  attack  on  the  right  until  that  position  had  been 
taken,  which  I  supposed  would  stagger  the  enemy,  cutting  their  line 
in  two;  and  then  I  proposed  to  make  a  direct  attack  on  their  front, 
and  drive  them  out  of  their  works. 

I  succeeded  in  building  six  bridges,  and  taking  the  whole  army 
across.  The  two  attacks  were  made,  and  we  were  repulsed;  still 
holding  a  portion  of  the  ground  we  had  fought  upon,  but  not  our 
extreme  advance. 

That  night  I  went  all  over  the  field  on  our  right;  in  fact,  I  was  with 
the  officers  and  men  until  nearly  daylight.  I  found  the  feeling  to  be 
rather  against  an  attack  the  next  morning;  in  fact,  it  was  decidedly 
against  it. 

I  returned  to  my  headquarters,  and,  after  conversation  with  General 
Sumner,  told  him  that  I  wanted  him  to  order  the  ninth  army  corps — 
which  was  the  corps  I  originally  commanded — to  form  the  next  morn- 
ing a  column  of  attack  by  regiments.  It  consisted  of  some  eighteen 
old  regiments,  and  some  new  ones,  and  I  desired  the  column  to  make 
a  direct  attack  upon  the  enemy's  works.  I  thought  that  these  regi- 
ments, by  coming  quickly  up  after  each  other,  would  be  able  to  carry 
the  stone  wall  and  the  batteries  in  front,  forcing  the  enemy  into  their 
next  line,  and  by  going  in  with  them  they  would  not  be  able  to  fire 
upon  us  to  any  great  extent.  I  left  General  Sumner  with  that  under- 
standing, and  directed  him  to  give  the  order.  The  order  was  given, 
and  the  column  of  attack  was  formed. 

The  next  morning,  just  before  the  column  was  to  have  started. 
General  Sumner  came  to  me  and  said:  ** General,  I  hope  you  will 
desist  from  this  attack;  I  do  not  know  of  any  general  officer  who  ap- 
proves of  it,  and  I  think  it  will  prove  disastrous  to  the  army."  Ad- 
vice of  that  kind  from  General  Sumner,  who  has  always  been  in  favor 
of  an  advance  whenever  it  was  possible,  caused  me  to  hesitate.  I 
kept  the  column  of  attack  formed,  and  sent  over  for  the  division  and 
corps  commanders,  and  consulted  mth  them.  They  unanimously 
voted  against  the  attack.  I  then  went  over  to  see  the  other  officers 
of  the  command  on  the  other  side,  and  found  that  the  same  impres- 
sion prevailed  among  them.  I  then  sent  for  General  Franklin,  who 
was  on  the  left,  and  he  was  of  exactly  the  same  opinion.    This  caused 
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jme  to  decide  that  I  oaght  not  to  make  the  attack  I  had  contemplated. 
And  besides,  inasmuch  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  had  told 
me  not  to  be  in  haste  in  making  this  attack;  that  he  would  give  me 
all  the  support  that  he  could,  but  he  did  not  want  the  army  of  the 
Potomac  destroyed,  I  felt  that  I  could  not  take  the  responsibility  of 
ordering  the  attack,  notwithstanding  my  own  belief  at  the  time  that 
the  works  of  the  enemy  could  be  carried. 

In  the  afternoon  of  that  day  I  again  saw  the  officers,  and  told  them 
that  I  bad  decided  to  withdraw  to  this  side  of  the  river  all  our  forces 
except  enough  to  hold  the  town  and  the  bridge-heads,  but  should 
keep  the  bridges  there  for  further  operations  in  case  we  wanted  to 
cross  again.  I  accordingly  ordered  the  withdrawal,  leaving  General 
Hooker  to  conduct  the  withdrawal  of  our  forces  from  the  town,  and 
General  Franklin  to  conduct  it  on  our  left. 

Daring  that  evening  I  received  a  note  from  General  Hooker;  and 
about  10  o'clock  at  night  General  Butterfield  came  over  with  a  mes- 
sage from  General  Hooker,  stating  that  he  (General  Hooker)  felt  it 
his  dnty  to  represent  to  me  the  condition  in  which  I  was  leaving  the 
town  and  the  troops  in  it.  After  a  long  conversation  on  the  subject 
with  General  Butterfield,  I  felt  that  the  troops  I  proposed  to  leave 
behind  would  not  be  able  to  hold  the  town.  I  then  partially  decided 
to  withdraw  the  whole  command,  which  was  a  still  more  perilous 
operation.  It  commenced  raining,  which,  to  some  extent,  was  an  as- 
sistance to  us,  but  a  very  bad  thing  in  the  moving  of  troops.  I 
thought  over  the  matter  for  about  two  hours;  and  about  1  o'clock  I 
sent  over  an  order  to  withdraw  the  whole  force,  which  was  success- 
fully accomplished. 

There  had  been  a  great  deal  of  division  of  opinion  among  the  corps 
commanders  as  to  the  place  of  crossing.  But,  after  all  the  discussion 
upon  the  subject,  the  decision  to  cross  over  here  I  understood  was 
well  received  by  all  of  them. 

While  on  his  way  here  General  Hooker,  on  the  morning  of  the  20th 
of  November,  wrote  me  a  note,  which  I  received  on  the  2 1st,  in  which 
he  suggested  that  he  should  cross  his  force  over  the  Rappahannock 
at  the  ford  nearest  to  him,  (Richards' s  ford,)  and  move  rapidly  down  to 
Saxton*  s  Station  and  take  position  there.  He  stated  that  he  had  three 
days'  provisions,  and  thought  he  could  beat  any  force  of  the  enemy 
in  front  of  him.  I  replied  to  him  that  I  was  always  very  glad  to  take 
the  advice  of  my  general  officers,  and  should  always  be  loth  to  make 
a  move  without  consulting  them;  but  I  could  not  approve  of  the  move 
he  had  suggested,  because,  in  the  first  place,  he  would  have  to  march 
some  thirty-six  miles  to  get  to  Saxton' s  Station;  it  was  then  raining, 
and  he  would  have  to  ford  two  rivers,  which  might  rise  and  cut  him 
off  from  the  main  body  of  the  command,  and  as  I  had  no  means  of 
crossing  at  Fredericksburg  I  would  be  prevented  from  sending  him 
supplies  and  assistance;  and,  although  he  might  reach  Saxton' s  Sta- 
tion, and  beat  any  force  of  the  enemy  he  might  meet  at  that  time, 
yet  it  would  be  a  very  hazardous  movement  to  throw  a  column  like 
that  beyond  the  reach  of  its  proper  support.  This  reply  I  sent  to 
General  Hooker  by  an  aide-de-camp.     He  thanked  me;  said  he  had 
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only  made  it  as  a  suggestion,  and  the  weather,  as  it  was  then  raining, 
of  course  rendered  it  impossible  to  make  the  movement  he  had  sug- 
gested. 

Question.  What  causes  do  you  assign  for  the  failure  of  your  attack 
here? 

Answer.  It  was  found  to  be  impossible  to  get  the  men  up  to  the 
works.  The  enemy's  fire  was  too  hot  for  them.  The  whole  command 
fought  most  gallantly.  The  enemy  themselves  say  they  never  saw 
our  men  fight  so  hard  as  on  that  day. 

Question.  Were  the  enemy's  works  very  strong? 

Answer.  Their  works  are  not  strong  works,  but  they  occupy  very 
strong  positions.  It  is  possible  that  the  points  of  attack  were  wrongly 
ordered;  if  such  is  the  case,  I  can  only  say  that  I  did  to  the  best  of 
my  ability.  It  is  also  possible  that  we  would  have  done  better  to 
have  crossed  at.  Skinker's  Neck.  But,  for  what  I  supposed  to  be  good 
reasons,  I  felt  we  had  better  cross  here;  that  we  would  have  a  more 
decisive  engagement  here,  and  that  if  we  succeeded  in  defeating  the 
enemy  here,  we  could  break  up  the  whole  of  their  army  here,  which 
I  think  is  now  the  most  desirable  thing,  not  even  second  to  the  taking 
of  Richmond;  for  if  this  army  was  broken  up,  though  they  might 
defend  Richmond  for  a  while,  they  could  not  make  a  very  protracted 
defence  there. 

By  Mr.  Gooch: 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  it  was  your  understand- 
ing that  General  Halleck  and  General  Meigs,  while  at  your  headquar- 
ters in  Warrenton  and  before  you  commenced  the  movement  of  your 
army,  sent  orders  to  Washington  for  the  pontoons  to  be  immediately 
forwarded  to  Falmouth  ? 

Answer.  That  was  my  understanding,  certainly. 

Question.  In  your  judgment,  could  the  pontoons  have  been  for- 
warded in  time  for  you  to  have  crossed  the  Rappahannock  when  you 
expected,  if  all  possible  efforts  had  been  made  by  those  who  were 
charged  with  that  duty  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  if  they  had  received  their  orders  in  time. 

Question.  Did  the  non-arrival  of  the  pontoons,  at  the  time  you  ex- 
pected, prevent  your  crossing  when  you  expected  to  cross,  and  inter- 
fere with  the  success  of  your  plan  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Since  you  have  assumed  the  command  of  the  army  of  the 
Potomac,  have  all  its  movements  been  made  by  you  according  to  your 
own  judgment,  or  have  some  of  them  been  directed  by  the  general-in- 
chief,  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  the  President  of  the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  They  have  all  been  made  in  accordance  with  my  own 
judgment.  In  some  cases  I  have  submitted  my  views,  which  have 
been  approved. 

Question.  Who  did  you  understand  was  responsible  for  the  for- 
warding of  the  pontoons  to  Falmouth  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  that  General  Halleck  was  to  give  the  neces- 
sary orders,  and  then  the  ofiicers  who  should  receive  those  orders 
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were  the  ones  responsible  for  the  pontoons  coming  here.  I  coald 
have  carried  out  that  part  of  the  plan  through  ofiBcers  of  my  own. 
But  having  just  taken  the  command  of  an  army  with  which  I  was  but 
httle  acquainted,  it  was  evident  that  it  was  as  much  as  I  could  attend 
to,  with  the  assistance  of  all  my  officers,  to  change  its  position  from 
Warrenton  to  Fredericksburg.  And  I  felt,  indeed  I  expected,  that 
all  the  parts  of  the  plan  which  were  to  be  executed  in  Washington 
would  be  attended  to  by  the  officers  at  that  place,  under  the  direction 
of  the  different  departments  to  which  those  parts  of  the  plan  apper- 
tained. 

Question.  Did  you  or  not  understand  that  you  yourself  were  to  be 
responsible  for  seeing  that  those  orders  were  carried  out  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not.  I  never  imagined  for  a  moment  that  I  had  to 
carry  out  anything  that  required  to  be  done  in  Washington.  General 
Meigs  told  me  distinctly  several  days  ago,  in  Washington,  that  he 
never  saw  my  plan  of  operations  until  I  showed  it  to  him  on  that 
day. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say,  in  your  statement,  that  you 
expected  General  Franklin  to  carry  the  point  at  the  extreme  left  of 
the  ridge  in  rear  of  the  town,  and  thereby  enable  our  troops  to  storm 
and  carry  their  fortifications  ? 

Answer.  I  did  expect  him  to  carry  that  point,  which  being  done 
would  have  placed  our  forces  in  rear  of  their  extreme  left,  and  which, 
I  thought  at  the  time,  would  shake  their  forces  on  the  ridge  to  such 
an  extent  that  the  position  in  front  could  be  easily  stormed  and 
carried. 

Question.  To  what  do  you  attribute  his  failure  to  accomplish  that? 

Answer.  To  the  great  strength  of  the  position  and  the  accumula- 
tion of  the  enemy's  forces  there.  I  expected  the  bridges  would  be 
built  in  two  or  three  hours  after  they  were  unloaded,  which  was  about 
daylight.  Instead  of  that,  those  on  the  right  were  not  built  until 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  I  had  only  the  means  of  getting 
across  one  division  over  the  bridges  on  the  right  General  Frank- 
lin's bridges  were  built  about  noon,  and  were  held  by  our  troops  on 
the  opposite  bank.  This  gave  the  enemy  time  to  accumulate  their 
forces,  which  were  stretched  along  the  river  from  Port  Royal  up  to 
the  battle-field,  before  I  was  able  to  order  the  attack.  Whilst  the  men 
here  were  unloading  the  bridges  and  putting  them  into  the  water, 
the  enemy's  sharpshooters  opened  a  very  heavy  fire  from  the  town, 
and  our  batteries  opened  upon  the  town  with  the  view  of  silencing 
them.  In  this  manner  the  bridges  were  built  about  two-thirds  of 
their  length,  at  which  time  the  bridge-builders  were  driven  off,  and 
had  to  take  shelter  under  the  bank.  Repeated  efforts  were  made  to 
get  these  bridge-builders  out  to  the  end  of  the  bridges  with  the 
necessary  material,  but  they  all  failed.  It  was  then  reported  to  me 
that  it  was  impossible  to  build  the  bridges  under  that  fire,  and  that 
the  sharpshooters  could  not  be  driven  out  of  town  by  the  artillery. 
We  had  one  hundred  and  forty-three  guns  in  position,  the  larger  por- 
tion of  which  were  playing  upon  the  town.  I  said  to  the  officers  who 
had  reported  to  me  that  it  was  impossible  to  build  the  bridges,  that 
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they  mnst  be  built,  and  that  some  plan  must  be  devised  for  getting 
these  sharpshooters  out  of  the  way,  so  'that  our  men  could  get  to 
work.  Upon  consulting  with  General  Hunt,  chief  of  artillery,  and 
General  Woodbury,  of  the  engineers,  it  was  agreed  to  fill  the  boats 
with  our  own  men,  run  them  quickly  across  under  fire,  throw  them  on 
the  bank,  and  let  them  go  up  into  the  streets  and  houses  and  drivo 
the  sharpshooters  away.  This  plan  was  successfully  carried  out,  and 
in  fifteen  minutes  after  the  first  detachment  of  troops  had  reached 
the  opposite  bank,  our  men  began  building  the  bridges,  and  in  a  half 
an  hour  more  they  were  completed. 

Question.  What  was  the  conduct  of  the  oflScers  and  men  during 
the  attack? 

Answer.  With  the  exception  of  a  single  regiment,  it  was  excellent. 

Question.  Will  you  state,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  the  whole  number 
of  our  troops  that  were  engaged  ? 

Answer.  We  had  about  one  hundred  thousand  men  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river. 

Question.  What  part  of  that  number  were  actually  engaged  in 
battle? 

Answer.  Every  single  man  of  them  was  under  artillery  fire,  and 
about  half  of  them  were  at  different  times  formed  in  columns  of  at- 
tack.    Every  man  was  put  in  column  of  attack  that  could  be  got  in. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  the  force  of  the  enemy 
here? 

Answer.  It  is  estimated  at  all  the  way  from  one  hundred  thousand 
to  two  hundred  thousand.  I  think  myself  it  was  less  than  one  hun- 
dred thousand. 

Question.  What  was  the  extent  of  the  casualties  on  our  side  re- 
sulting from  all  the  fighting  ? 

Answer.  It  will  not  be  far  from  ten  thousand  men — killed,  wounded, 
and  missing. 

Question.  What  is  the  present  condition  of  our  troops  here  ? 

Answer.  As  far  as  my  knowledge  and  information  goes,  it  is  good. 

Question.  Do  you  or  not  consider  your  troops  demoralized,  or  the 
eflSciency  of  your  army  impaired,  except  so  far  as  it  has  been  from 
the  loss  of  so  many  men  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not.  I  would  add  here  that  although  at  the  time  I 
ordered  the  column  of  attack  to  be  formed  on  the  morning  after  the 
battle  I  thought  the  enemy's  works  would  be  carried,  and  adhered  to 
that  opinion  during  that  day,  I  afterwards  became  convinced  that 
that  could  not  have  been  done,  owing  to  the  great  strength  of  the 
enemy,  the  time  given  them  for  re-enforcing,  and  the  belief  also  of 
our  officers  that  it  could  not  be  done.  I  accordingly  telegraphed  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  that  I  withdrew  our  army  because 
I  felt  that  the  enemy's  position  could  not  be  carried. 
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December  19,  1862. 
Major  General  E.  Y.  Sumner  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Ghaibican: 

Question.  What  is  your  position  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac  ? 

Answer.  I  command  the  right  grand  division  of  that  army,  con- 
sisting of  the  second  and  ninth  corps  d'arm^e. 

Question.  Of  how  many  men  does  your  grand  division  consist  ? 

Answer.  Before  the  late  action  it  consisted  of  about  — ^^  men. 
It  is  being  increased  by  new  troops  as  they  come  up.  It  was  origin- 
ally intended  to  be  something  over  — = men. 

Question.  Would  it  have  been  better,  in  your  judgment,  to  have 
crossed  the  river  and  engaged  the  enemy  earlier  than  you  did  ?  And 
if  so,  why  was  it  not  done  ? 

Answer.  When  General  Burnside  was  ordered  to  take  command  of 
this  army  he  told  me  what  he  proposed  to  do ;  that  is,  to  march  on 
Fredericksburg  instead  of  on  Culpeper.  I  thought  that  was  the 
wisest  plan  for  these  reasons  :  If  we  had  marched  on  Culpeper,  ac- 
cording to  the  former  plan,  even  if  we  had  been  successful  we  would 
have  had  to  fall  back  for  supplies,  whereas  by  coming  on  this  line,  on 
reaching  Fredericksburg  I  confidently  expected  to  take  the  heights 
in  rear  of  it  before  the  army  of  the  enemy  could  come  from  Culpeper, 
and  I  thought  the  chance  of  reaching  Richmond  was  much  better 
than  by  going  the  other  way.  Because  if  the  pontoons  had  been 
here  on  my  arrival,  and  in  time  for  me  to  have  crossed  and  occupied 
the  heights  in  rear  of  Fredericksburg  before  the  enemy  could  reach 
them,  we  should  have  kept  pressing  the  enemy  off  from  this  line  of 
railroad,  keeping  it  in  our  own  possession ;  and  if  we  could  not  have 
preceded  them  into  Richmond,  we  could  have  kept  so  close  to  them 
that  they  would  have  had  no  time  to  build  fortifications.  These  were 
the  reasons  why  I  thought  that  it  was  a  very  judicious  measure  on 
the  part  of  General  Burnside  to  change  the  base  of  operations  in- 
stead of  advancing  on  Culpeper,  which  I  believe  General  McClellan 
intended  to  have  done. 

On  my  arrival  here,  on  the  17th  of  November,  a  battery  of  artil- 
lery on  the  other  side  of  the  river  opened  upon  us  the  moment  a 
portion  of  my  troops  appeared  on .  the  ridge  back  of  Falmouth.  I 
immediately  put  a  battery  into  position,  and,  I  think,  in  not  to  exceed 
fifteen  minutes,  they  drove  every  man  on  the  other  side  from  the 
guns,  and  they  ran  off  and  left  four  guns  on  the  field.  My  orders 
were  to  advance  and  hold  Falmouth,  not  to  cross.  But  the  tempta- 
tion was  so  strong  to  go  over  and  take  those  guns  the  enemy  had  left 
that  at  one  time  I  actually  gave  the  order  to  cross  the  ford  at  all 
events  and  seize  the  guns  and  occupy  the  city.  But  on  reflection  I 
concluded  I  was  rather  too  old  a  soldier  to  disobey  a  direct  order; 
and  there  was  another  reason  too :  I  had  had  a  little  too  much  ex- 
perience on  the  peninsula  of  the  consequence  of  getting  astride  of  a 
river  to  risk  it  here.  For  these  two  reasons  I  revoked  my  order  that 
night. 
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That  same  night  I  sent  a  note  to  General  Burnside,  who  was  some  eight 
or  ten  miles  distant,  asking  him  if  I  should  take  Fredericksburg  in  the 
morning  should  I  be  able  to  find  a  practicable  ford,  which,  by  the  way, 
I  knew  when  I  wrote  the  note  that  I  could  find.  The  general  replied, 
through  his  chief  of  stafi*,  that  he  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  occupy 
Fredericksburg  until  his  communications  were  established,  and,  on 
reflection,  I  myself  thought  that  he  was  right;  that  it  was  prudent 
and  proper  to  have  the  bridges  ready  before  we  occupied  Fredericks- 
burg. I  think  I  could  have  taken  that  city  and  the  heights  on  the 
other  side  of  it  any  time  within  three  days  after  my  arrival  here  if 
the  pontoons  had  been  here,  fpr  I  do  not  think  there  was  much  force 
of  the  enemy  here  up  to  that  time. 

With  regard  to  the  delay  in  making  the  attack,  I  do  not  think  that 
the  movement  could  have  been  made  sooner  than  it  was  made.  It 
will  be  recollected  that  no  preparations  had  been  made  at  Aquia 
creek.  When  we  came  across  here  there  were  no  means  at  Aquia 
creek  for  landing  anything  there.  All  those  things  had  to  be  prepared 
afterwards.  The  railroad  had  to  be  completed  before  we  could  get 
up  supplies  for  this  great  army.  It  takes  an  enormous  amount  of  trans- 
portation to  supply  an  army  of  100,000  men,  and  I  do  not  think  the 
general  could  have  made  his  preparations,  done  all  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  do,  sooner  than  he  did  after  the  arrival  here  of  the  pontoons. 

The  first  proposition  to  cross  the  river  was  to  cross  at  Skinker's 
Neck.  It  seemed  to  me  that  you  could  scarcely  cross  a  river  in  the 
face  of  an  enemy  of  equal  or  superior  force,  except  by  surprise.  There- 
fore, after  the  preparations  were  made  to  cross  at  Skinker's  Neck, 
after  a  large  number  of  wagons  had  been  sent  by  the  general  down 
there  in  order  to  deceive  the  enemy,  I  was  decidedly  in  favor  of 
throwing  the  bridges  over  here  and  carrying  the  town  as  we  did  carry 
it,  which  was  by  surprise,  as  the  enemy  were  marching  their  troops 
down  below  expecting  that  we  were  going  to  cross  down  there. 

I  was  in  favor  of  crossing  the  Rappahannock,  because  I  knew  that 
neither  our  government  nor  our  people  would  be  satisfied  to  have  our 
army  retire  from  this  position  or  go  into  winter  quarters,  until  we 
knew  the  force  that  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  river;  and  the  only 
way  in  which  we  could  learn  that  was  by  going  over  there  and  feel- 
ing of  them.  I  think  it  was  necessary  to  have  made  the  attack  on 
that  day;  or  Saturday;  and  it  was  necessary,  therefore,  to  attack 
them  in  their  strong  works,  and  the  repulse  was*%vhat  frequently  hap- 
pens in  campaigns:  the  works  were  stronger  than  we  believed  them 
to  be.  I  knew  it  was  a  very  hazardous  movement,  but  I  did  believe 
we  could  carry  the  enemy's  works.  The  attack  failed  owing  to  the 
enemy's  fortifications  being  much  more  formidable  than  we  had  sup- 
posed them  to  be. 

Question.  Will  you  describe  those  fortifications  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  describe  them  any  further  than  this  :  They  were 
tier  upon  tier  for  two  or  three  tiers.  If  we  had  carried  the  first 
tier,  we  could  not  have  held  it,  because  their  next  tier  was  a  much 
more  formidable  row  of  fortifications,  only  a  mile  distant,  and  on  a 
higher  position  still.     And  no  doubt  large  masses  of  infantry  were 
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between  the  two  crests  :  and  having  got  on  the  top  of  one  crest,  we 
would  have  been  compelled  to  contend  with  large  masses  of  fresh 
troops  over  whom  their  own  batteries  could  fire.  I  was  ordered  by 
the  general  commanding  to  select  the  corps  to  make  the  attack.  I 
selected  the  corps  of  General  French  and  General  Hancock,  two  of 
the  most  gallant  officers  in  our  army,  and  two  corps  that  had  neither 
of  them  ever  turned  their  backs  to  the  enemy.  They  made  repeated 
assaults,  but  were  driven  back  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  that  could  be 
made  by  their  officers.  The  principal  obstacle  that  they  found  was 
a  long  Btone  wall,  which  was  the  outwork  of  the  enemy.  That  wall 
was  some  400  or  500  yards  in  length,  as  represented  to  me,  and  had 
been  raised  and  strengthened.  The  enemy  had  artillery  that  enfiladed 
that  wall  on  both  sides  ;  they  held  their  fire  until  our  troops  arrived 
at  a  certain  point,  when  they  rose  up  and  poured  a  perfect  volley  over 
this  wall,  their  artillery  enfilading  our  column  at  the  same  time.  No 
troops  could  stand  such  a  fire  as  that.  I  do  not  think  it  a  reproach 
to  those  two  divisions  that  they  did  not  carry  that  position  ;  they  did 
all  that  men  could  do.  I  had  General  Howard's  division  in  readiness 
to  support  those  two,  and  one  strong  division  of  Wilcox's  corps — 
the  ninth  corps,  General  Burnside'e  old  corps — detached  to  keep  open 
communication  with  General  Franklin's  right.  That  division  was  not 
under  fire  during  the  day.  Some  of  the  other  divisions  of  the  ninth 
corps  were  more  or  less  engaged. 

General  Hooker  had  a  part  of  his  grand  division  in  the  town,  and 
one  of  his  corps,  under  General  Humphries,  was  engaged.  They  made 
a  gallant  attack,  but  were  driven  back.  The  fight  was  continued  on 
the  left,  but  I  was  so  remote  from  that  that  I  cannot  give  any  descrip- 
tion of  it  at  all. 

The  general  commanding  directed  me  to  establish  my  headquarters 
at  the  Lacy  House,  so  that  I  could  superintend  the  operations  of  both 
my  corps.  I  was  there,  while  the  general  commanding  was  at  the 
Phillips  House  during  the  action.  During  an  action  there  is  a  con- 
stant running  for  orders,  for  re-enforcements,  artillery,  troops  at  differ- 
ent points,  ammunition,  &c. 

I  consider  the  crosning  of  the  river,  under  the  circumstances,  a 
very  creditable  thing;  and  I  also  consider  the  retreat,  under  the  cir- 
cumatances,  as  very  creditable.  There  v^as  not  a  gun  or  anything 
else  lost.     The  entire  army  returned  without  an  accident. 

I  would  like  to  add  here,  because  it  was  almost  the  only  occasion 
where  the  general  commanding  and  myself  have  differed  in  regard  to 
any  point,  that  I  d^  not  wish  to  relinquish  Fredericksburg.  I 
thought  we  could  have  held  it  with  a  single  division  by  posting  our 
batteries  right.  It  would  not  have  been  giving  up  an  expedition, 
but  simply  a  change  of  tactics.  That  is  the  way  in  which  I  viewed 
it;  that  we  would  just  be  drawing  back  a  little  in  order  to  try  it 
again.  I  was  therefore  strongly  in  faVor  of  holding  Fredericksburg; 
others  were  not.  Perhaps  I  was  the  only  general  officer  of  rank  who 
was  of  that  opinion.  I  thought  it  would  present  a  better  and  a  dif- 
ferent appearance  if  we  continued  to  hold  the  town.  We  could  have 
commanded  it  at  any  time  with  our  artillery,  and  we  can  do  so  now. 
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I  do  not  think  there  was  any  danger  or  diflSculty  in  holding  it.  But 
I  may  have  been  mistaken. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  reason  why  the  pontoon  bridges  did 
not  arrive  earlier  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  You  know  nothing  upon  that  subject? 

Answer.  I  do  not.  I  expected,  as  a  matter  of  course,  to  find  them 
here  when  I  came,  or  very  soon  afterwards. 

Question.  If  you  had  found  them  here,  as  you  expected,  what 
would,  in  your  opinion,  have  been  the  result  ? 

Answer.  I  should  have  taken  the  crest  in  rear  of  the  town  on  that 
night  or  the  following  day.  Not  considering  Fredericksburg  as  being 
of  any  consequence,  except  as  being  on  the  road  to  Richmond,  I 
should  have  passed  through  the  town  and  taken  possession  of  the 
crest. 

Question.  Are  there  any  fords  above  here  which  might  have  been 
crossed  ? 

Answer.  There  are  several  fords  on  this  river,  and  in  the  summer 
time  two  or  three  of  them  would  be  practicable,  perhaps. 

Question.  I  mean  were  there  any  practicable  fords  at  the  time  you 
did  cross;  and  if  so,  where  were  they? 

Answer.  There  is  a  rough  cavalry  ford  down  by  the  upper  bridge 
at  Falmouth,  where  horsemen  sometimes  go  over.  But  that  ford 
depends  upon  the  tide,  which  rises  above  this  town.  The  tide  was 
in  when  I  arrived  here,  which  was  in  the  afternoon.  The  tide  was 
then  receding,  and  a  citizen  told  me  that  it  would  not  be  possible  to 
get  anything  over  the  ford  until  after  dark.  That  ford  is  represented 
to  me  as  being  a  deep  ford,  with  deep  holes  in  it.  Men  can  skip 
from  rock  to  rock — a  few  men  at  the  time.  But  there  are  occasion- 
ally deep  holes,  from  six  to  eight  feet  deep.  Such  a  ford  would 
never  be  considered  practicable  for  marching  troops  over. 

Question.  What  reasons  do  you  assign  for  not  crossing  either  above 
or  below  where  the  enemy  have  fortified  ? 

Answer.  The  reason  was  this  :  we  did  not  attempt  to  turn  their 
left  flank,  because  there  is  there  a  slack-water  navigation  taken  out 
of  the  river  some  two  miles  above  here,  and  brought  into  the  basin 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  town.  That  runs  along  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  Rappahannock.  In  making  a  movement  to  turn 
the  enemy's  left  flank,  if  a  force  had  been  sent  up  between  the  river 
and  the  canal,  the  canal  would  have  to  be  crossed,  and  to  do  so  it  would 
be  necessary  to  bridge  it.  The  only  way  to  have  made  that  move- 
ment would  have  been  to  have  gone  entirely  on  the  left  of  that  canal, 
and  that  would  have  exposed  the  troops  all  the  way  up  to  a  fire  upon 
their  flank  from  the  batteries,  which  had  been  erected  all  along  up 
there,  without  ours  being  able  to  return  the  fire  at  all. 

Question.  In  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  army  since  the  battle, 
is  it  demoralized  any  more  than  by  the  loss  of  that  number  of  men  7 

Answer.  I  think  it  is. 

Question.  To  what  extent,  and  in  what  way  ? 
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Answer.  It  is  difficult  to  describe  it  in  any  other  way  than  by  saying 
there  is  a  great  deal  too  much  croaking  ;  there  is  not  sufficient  confi- 
dence. 

Question.  What  number  of  men,  or  about  what  number,  do  you  sup- 
pose were  engaged  on  our  side  on  the  day  of  battle  ? 

The  Witness.  Under  fire,  do  yoif  mean  ? 

The  Chairman.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  Do  you  mean  to  include  the  reserves  ? 

Question.  I  mean  to  include  all  who  were  really  under  fire. 

Answer.  I  should  think  there  were  hardly  50,000  men  under  fire. 
When  I  say  that  50,000  men  were  all  that  were  under  fire,  I  would  say 
that  I  do  not  consider  the  reserves  beyond  musketry  fire  as  being 
exactly  troops  under  fire. 

Question.  What  was  the  whole  number  of  our  forces  over  the  river  ? 

Answer.  I  should  suppose  there  must  have  been  about men  ; 

and  the  difference  between  that  number  and  the  number  actually  under 
fire  was  held  in  reserve. 

Question.  From  the  best  light  that  you  have,  what  do  you  estimate 
to  have  been  the  force  of  the  enemy  ? 

Answer.  I  thought  that  our  forces  were  about  equal. 

Question.  At  what  do  you  estimate  our  loss  to  be,  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing? 

Answer.  I  think  10,000  will  cover  our  whole  loss.  It  has  been 
stated  as  over  that  number  ;  but  those  things  are  always  exaggerated. 

Question.  At  what  do  you  estimate  the  loss  of  the  enemy  ? 

Answer.  A  great  deal  less  than  our  own,  from  the  fact  that  they 
were  covered  by  their  works. 

Question.  In  your  judgment,  as  a  military  man,  were  there  any  faults 
or  mistakes  in  bringing  on  or  conducting  that  attack  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not.  The  general  commanding  conferred  a  great 
deal  with  me  about  it.  If  he  made  a  mistake,  I  made  one  too  ;  for  I 
certainly  approved  the  steps,  one  by  one,  that  he  took.  As  regards  the 
responsibility  for  ordering  the  attack,  I  do  not  know  what  orders  the 
general  commanding  may  have  received  from  Washington.  He,  how- 
ever, told  me  that  he  had  received  a  telegram  from  the  President  that 
he  did  not  wish  the  army  sacrificed.  I  think  myself  I  would  have 
made  but  a  single  attack.  Instead  of  making  two  attacks,  I  would 
have  made  but  one,  massing  everj^thing  upon  that.  But  that  is  a 
point  upon  which  military  men  may  differ. 

By  Mr.  Gooch  : 
Question.  Did  the  commanders  of  the  grand  divisions  concur,  all  of 
them,  so  far  as  you  know,  in  the  movement  that  was  made  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  but  I  presume  they  did. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  general  condition  and  efficiency 
of  the  army  since  the  battle? 

Answer.  I  consider  that  within  a  few  days,  with  sufficient  exertion, 
this  army  will  be  in  excellent  order  again. 
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Qecembeb  19,  1862. 

Major  General  William  6.  Franklin  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  have  seen  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  under  which 
this  committee  are  now  acting.  Will  you  go  on  and  state,  in  your 
own  way,  what  you  deem  it  necessary  to  state  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  the  precise  time,  but  it  was  just  before 
we  moved  from  Warrenton,  General  Halleck  and  General  Meigs  came 
down  there  and  had  a  conference  with  General  Burnside.  The  result 
of  that  conference,  as  I  understood  it,  was  that  General  Burnside  was 
to  move  this  army  from  Warrenton  and  that  vicinity  to  Fredericks- 
burg, and  so  across  the  river  here.  As  an  important  part  of  that 
movement,  I  understood  from  General  Burnside  that  when  the  advance 
of  his  army  arrived  in  front  of  Fredericksburg,  a  pontoon  train,  enough 
to  build  two  bridges,  was  to  meet  him  there.  I  know  the  advance  of 
the  army  did  arrive  at  Fredericksburg  at  the  proper  time,  but  there 
was  no  pontoon  train  to  meet  it  there,  and  in  consequence  of  that  the 
army  could  not  cross  at  the  time  we  expected  to  cross.  We  were 
therefore  delayed  several  days  in  consequence  of  the  delay  in  the 
arrival  of  the  pontoon  train. 

After  arriving  here  we  accumulated  provisions  for  twelve  days  ; 
then  General  Burnside  called  a  council,  in  which  it  was  the  unanimous 
opinion,  I  think,  of  all  the  generals  present  that  if  this  river  could  be 
crossed  it  ought  to  be  crossed,  no  matter  what  might  happen  after- 
wards. The  point  of  crossing  was  not  then  definitely  determined 
upon;  but  I  thought  at  the  time  that  we  were  to  cross  several  miles 
further  down. 

Afterwards  General  Burnside  called  us  together  again,  and  informed 
us  that  he  had  determined  to  cross  at  the  two  points  at  which  we 
finally  did  cross.  I  had  no  objection  to  that,  but  thought  they  were 
as  good  as  the  point  further  down.  I  knew  nothing  at  all,  in  fact, 
about  the  defences  on  the  other  side;  it  was  not  my  business  to  know 
anything  about  them.  I  think  the  arrangements  for  the  crossing  were 
.all  well  made.  At  the  same  time,  I  always  doubted  our  power  to 
cross;  and  I  do  not  believe  we  could  have  crossed  had  the  enemy 
chosen  to  prevent  it.  And  I  know,  from  what  I  have  since  seen  and 
what  I  before  suspected,  that  they  could  have  prevented  our  crossing 
at  those  two  points  if  they  had  chosen. 

However,  as  the  committee  know,  the  crossing  was  successfully 
Q)ade  under  cover  of  a  fog,  and,  as  far  as  my  wing  was  concerned,  we 
got  into  position  safely,  with  the  loss  of  a  very  few  men.  Still  we 
were  in  such  a  position  that  if  the  enemy  had  at  any  moment  opened 
upon  us  with  the  guns  they  had  bearing  upon  us,  I  think  that  in  the 
course  of  an  hour  our  men  would  have  been  so  scattered  that  it  would 
havQ  been  impossible  to  rally  them.  For  some  unaccountable  reason 
they  did  not  open  their  batteries. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant  I  made  the  attack  according  to 
the  order  of  General  Burnside.     I  put  in  all  the  troops  that  I  thought 
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it  proper  and  prudent  to  put  in.  I  fought  the  whole  strength  of  my 
command  as  far  as  I  could,  and  at  the  same  time  keep  my  connexion 
with  the  river  open.  The  reason  that  we  failed  was,  that  we  had  not 
troops  enough  to  carry  the  points  where  the  attack  was  made  under 
the  orders  that  were  given.  After  we  were  pressed  back,  I  directed 
that  a  position  should  be  held  as  far  in  advance  as  it  was  possible  to 
hold  it,  and  1  brought  up  all  the  troops  I  had  in  reserve  to  hold  that 
position.  I  held  that  position  until  I  was  ordered  to  recross  the  river* 
And  from  what  I  knew  of  our  want  of  success  on  the  right,  and  the 
demoralized  condition  of  the  troops  on  the  right  and  centre,  as  repre- 
sented to  me  by  their  commanders,  I  confess  that  I  believe  the  order 
to  recross  was  a  very  proper  one.  We  recrossed  on  the  night  of  the 
15th,  without  the  loss  of  a  man,  and  with  no  trouble  at  all  at  our 
wing. 

By  Mr.  GoocH : 

Question.  Had  the  pontoons  been  here  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of 
the  army,  what  would  probably  have  been  the  result  ? 

Answer.  The  probable  result  would  have  been  that  the  army — as 
much  of  it  as  General  Burnside  supposed  necessary — ^would  have  im- 
mediately crossed  the  river,  driving  away  the  enemy  here,  perhaps 
500  or  1,000  men;  and  they  would  have  occupied  those  very  heights 
which  we  have  since  been  obliged  to  attack;  and  that  crossing  would 
have  been  permanent  and  successful. 

Question.  Do  you  know  on  whom  rests  the  responsibility  of  the 
delay  in  the  arrival  of  the  pontoons  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  officially. 

Question.  What,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  number  of  your  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing? 

Answer.  I  think  it  will  amount  to  about  ten  thousand  altogether. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  loss  of  the  enemy  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not,  except  what  I  saw  incidentally  in  a  Richmond 
paper. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  concurred  in  the 
movement  to  cross  the  river  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not  my  opinion  that  we  could  cross  at  any  of  the 
points  indicated. 

Question.  Will  you  state  whether  or  not  it  is  your  opinion  that  if 
the  movement  of  the  army  from  Warrenton  had  been  delayed  until 
the  time  the  pontoons  arrived  here  the  army  could  have  then  come 
here,  and  with  those  pontoons  have  made  a  crossing  here  and  oc- 
cupied the  heights  before  the  enemy  could  have  reached  here  in 
sufficient  force  to  have  prevented  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  opinion. 

Question.  Then  it  is  your  opinion  that  if  it  had  been  ascertained 
that  the  pontoons  could  not  possibly  be  here  at  the  time  General 
Burnside  expected  them  to  be  here,  he  should  have  been  notified  of 
the  time  when  they  could  be  here,  so  that  he  might  make  the 
movements  of  his  army  correspond  with  the  time  when  the  pontoons 
could  be  here  ? 
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Answer.  That  is  my  opinion. 

Question.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  army  now  as  to  its  effi- 
ciency? Is  its  efficiency  impaired  other  than  by  the  loss  of  so  many 
men,  or  is  it  demoralized  by  the  recent  disasters  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  not  demoralized  at  all — that  is,  so  far  as  my 
own  wing  is  concerned,  1  know  it  is  not. 

Question.  After  the  crossing  had  been  made,  was  it  possible,  in 
your  opinion,  for  our  troops  to  have  carried  the  heights,  or  to  have 
held  our  position  upon  the  other  side  so  as  to  have  derived  any  ad- 
vantage from  it  ? 

Answer.  It  is  my  opinion  that  if,  instead  of  making  two  real  attacks, 
our  whole  force  had  been  concentrated  on  our  left — that  is,  our  avail- 
able force — and  the  real  attack  had  been  made  there,  and  merely  a 
feint  made  upon  the  right,  we  might  have  carried  the  heights.  I 
think  we  could  have  carried  them.  Whether  the  army  would  have 
achieved  a  success  by  that  I  cannot  say.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that 
the  mere  carrying  of  the  heights  would  have  secured  our  success.  I 
do  not  know  what  was  behind  them,  or  how  much  of  a  force  the 
enemy  had  there.  I  know  that  wherever  we  appeared  we  found  a 
great  many  more  men  than  we  had.  I  would  like  to  impress  as  firmly 
upon  the  committee  as  firmly  as  it  is  impressed  upon  my  mind  the 
fact  that  this  whole  disaster  has  resulted  from  the  delay  in  the  arrival 
of  the  pontoon  bridges.  Whoever  is  responsible  for  that  delay  is 
responsible  for  all  the  disasters  which  have  followed.  We  were 
utterly  astonished  when  we  came  down  here  to  find  that  Sumner  had 
been  here  for  some  days,  and  had  not  received  the  pontoon  bridges. 
I  think  that  is  the  main  cause  for  this  disaster. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  the  expectation  was  as  to  the  pon- 
toons being  here  on  the  arrival  of  the  first  army  corps  that  should 
get  here  ?     Was  it  expected  that  the  pontoons  would  be  here  ? 

Answer.    Certainly  it  was  expected  that  they  would  be  here. 

Question.  What  was  that  corps  to  have  done  if  the  pontoons  had 
been  here  ? 

Answer.  That  corps  was  to  have  crossed  at  once  and  taken  pos- 
session of  the  heights.  If  the  pontoons  had  been  here  there  would 
have  been  very  little  difficulty  in  doing  that. 

December  19,  1862. 

Brigadier  General  D.  P.  Woodbury  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Gooch: 

Question.  What  is  your  rank  and  position  in  the  army  ? 

Answer.  I  am  brigadier  general,  and  have  charge  of  the  engineer 
brigade,  consisting  of  the  15th  and  50th  regiments  of  New  York  vol- 
unteers. 

Question.  Had  you  any  connexion  with  the  forwarding  of  the  pon- 
toons to  be  used  in  crossing  the  river  from  Falmouth  to  Fredericks- 
burg ?  If  so,  state  all  the  knowledge  you  have  on  that  subject,  what 
orders  you  received,  what  you  did,  and  any  conversations  you  had,  if 
any,  with  General  Halleck,  Burnside,or  any  other  officer  vour  superior. 
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Answer.  On  the  morning  of  November  13  I  received  the  following 
telegram  from  General  Halleck: 

**  Warrbnton,  November  12 — 7. 10  p.  m. 

**Call  upon  the  chief  quartermaster,  Colonel  Rucker,  to  transport 
all  your  pontoons  and  bridge  materials  to  Aquia  creek.  Colonel 
Belger  has  been  ordered  to  charter  and  send  one  hundred  barges  to 
Alexandria. 

»*H.  W.  HALLECK, 

**  General'tn- Chief. 
•*  Brigadier  General  Woodbury, 

^'Engineer  Brigade^  19<A  and  F streets^  Washington,'' 

At  that  time  there  were  only  twelve  serviceable  pontoons  in  Wash- 
ington, all  the  others  being  in  bridges  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  Berlin, 
about  six  miles  below  Harper's  Ferry. 

I  immediately  ordered  Major  Spaulding,  50th  New  York,  detached 
from  my  command,  and  in  charge  of  the  bridges  above  referred  to, 
*'to  take  up  all  the  bridges  and  return  all  the  pontoon  property  im- 
mediately to  the  Eastern  Branch.'' 

Major  Spaulding  himself  arrived  in  Washington  on  the  night  of  the 
13th,  in  pursuance  of  another  order,  as  will  appear  below. 

On  the  14th  I  received  the  two  following  telegrams  from  General 
Barnside,  through  Lieutenant  Comstock,  chief  engineer: 

"  Warrenton,  Va.,  November  14,  1862. 

'*0n  November  6  Captain  Spaulding  was  directed  to  move  bridge 
material  from  Berlin  to  Washington,  and  mount  at  once  one  complete 
bridge  train  in  Washington.  Is  that  train  ready  to  move,  with  horses 
and  everything  needed  supplied  ?  If  not,  how  long  before  it  will  be 
ready? 

•*  C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 

*  *  Lieutenant  of  Engineers. ' ' 

''Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

'' November  U,  1862. 

'*  In  addition  to  the  bridge  train  which  Captain  Spaulding  has  been 
previoualy  directed  to  fit  out  in  Washington,  General  Burnside  desires 
to  have  one  more  complete  train  mounted  and  horsed  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, and,  with  the  other,  sent  with  a  company,  at  least,  and  Captain 
Spaulding  in  command,  by  land,  to  Fredericksburg,  Va.  *  *  *  * 
•'Please  advise  me  how  long  before  they  will  be  ready,  and  on 
starting  advise  me  of  that. 

*«C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 

**  LieiUenant  of  Engineers.'' 
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To  these  telegrams  I  retarned  the  following  answer: 

*' Washington,  Novemler  14, 1862. 
**I  have  received  your  two  telegrams  to-day. 
*' Captain  Spaulding  has  arrived,  and  36  pontoons  have  arrived. 
Forty  men  are  expected  in  the  morning.  Captain  Spaulding  received 
Captain  Duane's  order  of  the  6th  on  the  afternoon  of  the  12th.  One 
pontoon  train  can  be  got  read}^  to  start  Sunday  or  Monday  morning, 
(November  16  or  17,)  depending  somewhat  upon  the  quartermaster's 
department.  General  Halleck  is  not  inclined  to  send  another  train 
by  land,  but  will  allow  it,  probably,  if  General  Burnside  insists.  A 
second  train  can  be  sent  by  water  to  Aquia  creek,  and  from  thence 
transported  by  the  teams  which  carry  the  first. 

'*D.  P.  WOODBURY, 

^'Brigadier  Genet^aL'^ 

I  received  no  further  orders  from  General  Burnside. 

To  fit  out  this  train  Major  Spaulding  had  to  draw  from  the  quarter- 
master's department  270  fresh,  untried  horses,  some  of  which  had 
n^ver  been  in  harness;  to  put  together  270  harnesses,  taken  in  sepa- 
rate pieces  from  boxes;  to  fit  these  harnesses  to  the  horses;  to  shoe 
the  horses,  and  to  look  u{^ teamsters,  who  could  not  be  obtained  in 
Washington,  but  were  procured,  with  diflSculty,  in  Alexandria. 

With  four  companies  of  men  he  worked  day  and  night,  but  was  not 
able  to  leave  Washington  before  2  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  19th 
instant.  Finding  the  roads  almost  impassable,  he  sent  for  a  steam- 
tug  and  sent  all  his  pontoons  by  water  from  the  Occoquan.  With 
his  empty  pontoon  wagons  he  arrived  at  Belle  Plain,  10  miles  from 
Fredericksburg,  on  the  24th. 

With  his  train,  complete,  he  arrived  at  the  headquarters  of  the  army, 
2|  miles  from  Fredericksburg,  on  the  25th,  one  day  after  a  train  had 
come  by  water. 

The  order  from  General  Halleck  given  above,  and  his  verbal  orders 
to  me  on  the  14th,  all  looked  to  the  transport  of  bridge  material  to 
Aquia  creek  by  water,  that  place  being  then  in  possession  of  the 
enemy. 

On  the  15th  I  sent  down  three  companies  to  build  some  temporary 
wharves.  There  were  no  pontoons  to  send  with  them,  but  some  ar- 
rived towards  night  of  that  day.  On  the  16th  eight  companies 
started  with  forty-eight  pontoons,  which  arrived  at  Belle  Plain  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  18th,  the  transport  having  been  aground  twenty-four 
hours.  On  the  19th,  fearing  that  the  land  train  would  not  arrive  in 
time,  I  had  thirty  pontoon  wagons  shipped  for  Belle  Plain.  These 
were  delayed  by  rough  weather,  and  did  not  arrive  till  the  22d. 
These  wagons  were  loaded  on  the  night  of  the  22d,  and  a  pontoon 
train  was  taken  to  headquarters,  as  already  stated,  on  the  morning  of 
the  24th,  by  means  of  teams  which  had  come  down  with  the  army. 

The  advance  of  the  army  arrived  at  Falmouth  on  the  17th. 

General  Halleck' s  order  to  me  of  the  13th  made  it  apparent  that 
the  army  was  preparing  to  march  to  Fredericksburg.     As  to  the  time 

..gitized  by  Google 


CONDUCT   OF   THE   WAE  21 

when  the  movement  would  be  made  I  never  received  any  information. 
Fearing,  however,  that  the  movement  would  be  precipitate,  I  went  to 
General  Halleck's  office  and  urged  him  to  delay  the  movement  some 
five  days,  in  order  that  the  necessary  preparations  might  be  made  to 
injure  its  success.  To  this  he  replied  that  he  would  do  nothing  to  de- 
lay for  an  instant  the  advance  of  the  army  upon  Richmond.  I  rejoined 
that  my  suggestion  was  not  intended  to  cause  delay,  but  rather  to 
prevent  it. 

In  making  this  suggestion  I  had  reference,  not  only  to  the  pontoon 
train,  but  to  the  landings  still  to  be  created  for  the  quartermaster 
and  commissary  departments.  The  quartermaster  department  was 
very  scantily  supplied  with  the  means  required  for  these  landings — ^I 
may  say  almost  totally  destitute  of  means. 

With  the  very  short  notice  given  to  me  there  was  only  one  possi- 
ble way  of  supplying  the  army  with  a  pontoon  train  in  time. 

Had  the  emergency  been  made  known  tome  in  any  manner  I  could 
have  disregarded  the  forms  of  service — seized  teams,  teamsters,  and 
wagon-masters  for  instant  service  wherever  I  could  find  them.  Then, 
with  good  roads  and  good  weather,  they  might  possibly  have  been 
in  time.  But  I  had  no  warrant  for  such  a  course,  which,  after  all, 
ooald  only  have  been  carried  out  by  the  authority  of  the  general-in- 
chief. 

I  had  a  conversation  with  General  Meigs  on  the  15th,  in  which  much 
was  said  about  the  work  to  be  done  at  Aqnia  creek — ^not  a  word,  so 
far  as  I  can  remember,  about  the  land  pontoon  train. 

The  department  of  which  General  Meigs  is  chief  cannot  be  justly 
blamed  in  this  matter.  My  requisitions  for  horses  and  for  transports 
were  answered  immediately. 

December  20,  1862. 
Major  General  Joseph  Hooker  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  position  do  you  hold  in  the  military  service  ? 

Answer.  I  am  a  major  general  of  volunteers,  and  command  one  of 
what  is  called  the  grand  divisions  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac. 

Question.  You  have  read  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  under  which 
this  committee  is  now  acting.  Will  you  please  go  on  and  state,  in 
your  own  manner,  what  you  consider  necessary  in  order  to  give  us  a 
clear  and  concise  history  of  the  movements  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac 
since  General  Burnside  assumed  the  command  of  it  ? 

Answer.  I  joined  the  army  at  Warrenton  about  the  10th  of  Novem- 
ber. At  that  time  General  Burnside  was  in  command.  After  I  had 
been  there  a  day  or  two,  during  which  time  there  was  some  talk  of 
transferring  the  line  of  operations  from  the  line  of  the  railroad  at 
Warrenton  to  the  line  of  railroad  at  Aquia  creek.  General  Halleck 
and  General  Meigs  visited  General  Barnside,  as  I  was  informed,  to  de- 
termine whether  this  transfer  of  the  line  of  operations  should  be  made. 
As  near  as  I  can  recollect,  that  was  about  the  11th  of  November. 
That  matter  was  discussed  between  those  generals  and  General  Burn- 
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Bide,  and  it  was  determined  that  that  transfer  shoald  be  made.  Son\e 
one  of  the  party  remarked,  either  General  Halleck  or  General  Meigs, 
I  do  not  recollect  which,  that  they  thought  they  could  have  everything 
ready  on  this  line  in  three  days.  This  was  not  a  private  consultation. 
I  was  present  in  the  room  at  the  time  these  things  were  discussed,  and 
although  my  opinion  in  regard  to  them  was  not  asked  I  heard  the  con- 
versation. They  said  that  they  thought  they  could  have  the  pontoons 
ready,  the  stores  landed,  and  everything  in  readiness  to  advance  in 
three  days.  I  remember  that  I  thought  that  was  marvellous  at  the 
time;  that  it  was  not  within  the  range  of  human  possibility  to  do 
that.     Soon  after  the  movement  to  the  Rappahannock  commenced. 

I  will  say  here  that  I  brought  up  the  rear  of  the  army  in  marching 
from  Warrenton  to  this  point.  I  mention  this  matter  because  I  think 
it  has  an  important  bearing  upon  some  matters  which  are  to  come 
afterwards.  The  rear  of  this  movement  was  considered  the  post  of 
honor. 

After  being  upon  the  road  for  about  three  days,  I  stopped  one  day, 
with  my  command,  at  Hartwood.  From  that  point  I  addressed  a  letter 
to  General  Barnside,  requesting  that  he  would  permit  me  to  cross  the 
river  with  my  grand  division  at  one  of  the  fords  there,  and  come 
down  on  the  south  side  of  the  Rappahannock.  But,  for  reasons  as- 
signed in  a  communication  from  him,  the  request  was  denied  me.  I 
then  marched  to  this  place. 

In  the  meantime  I  had  received  orders  to  have  my  command  fur- 
nished with  twelve  days'  rations,  forage  for  three  days,  and  the  requi- 
site amount  of  ammunition.  At  Hartwood  I  had  three  days'  provi- 
sions with  me.  On  reaching  this  point  I  found  that  the  divisions 
which  had  preceded  me,  I  presume  in  obedience  to  orders,  had  pro- 
vided themselves  with  the  prescribed  preparations,  rations,  forage, 
&c.,  for  a  forward  movement,  and  nothing  was  left  for  my  division. 
For  three  days  after  reaching  here  I  was  on  less  than  half  rations. 
After  a  few  days,  however,  provisions  began  to  accumulate  here,  and 
after  a  week  or  ten  days  I  was  enabled  to  prepare  for  the  advance,  so 
far  as  related  to  food.  When  I  reached  here,  which  was  on  the  22d 
November,  all  the  pontoons  had  not  arrived,  and  I  was  told  that  the 
reason  for  the  limited  amount  of  supplies  was  the  difficulties  of  land- 
ing and  forwarding;  there  were  not  cars  enough;  there  were  no  facili- 
ties at  Aquia  creek  or  at  Belle  Plain  for  landing  them. 

After  the  pontoons  arrived,  it  became  a  matter  of  importance  to 
determine  where  and  in  what  way  we  should  cross  the  Rappahannock. 
The  officers  commanding  the  grand  divisions  were  called  together  to 
discuss  and  determine  that  matter.  One  of  the  first  questions  that 
were  submitted  to  us  was  where  we  should  cross  the  river.  General 
Burnside  proposed  that  a  portion  of  the  command  should  cross  here, 
and  a  portion  should  cross  about  twelve  miles  below  here.  I  objected, 
by  my  vote  in  the  council,  to  crossing  two  columns  so  far  apart,  and 
stated  my  preference  that  the  whole  army  should  cross  at  what  is 
called  the  United  States  or  Richards' s  ford,  about  twelve  miles  above 
here.  But  I  was  overruled,  and  it  was  determined  that  the  crossing 
should  be  here  and  about  twelve  miles  below  here,  and  the  road  was 
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corduroyed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  crossing  about  twelve  miles  below 
here,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  crossing. 

About  this  time  General  Bumside  intimated  that  I  should  take  the 
advance  in  crossing.  I  said  to  him  that  I  should  be  most  happy  to 
do  it;  but  if  my  division  should  hold  the  advance  when  it  was  the  post 
of  danger,  and  cover  the  retreat  when  that  was  the  post  of  danger,  I 
would  like  to  have  that  place  assigned  me  in  line  of  battle;  and  if  he 
would  give  me  the  right  of  this  army,  I  would  vindicate  my  claim 
to  it. 

It  was  then  that  General  Bumside  changed  the  plan  of  crossing, 
and  he  also  changed  the  place  of  crossing.  He  had  three  bridges 
thrown  across  at  Fredericksburg,  and  two  bridges  about  three  or  four 
miles  below  here  ;  and  it  was  determined  that  Franklin  should  cross 
on  the  lower  bridges,  and  Sumner  should  cross  in  advance  of  me  on 
the  upper  bridges.  My  position,  if  th  jy  succeeded,  was  to  be  to  hold 
my  division  in  hand  to  spring  upon  the  enemy  in  their  retreat. 

About  this  time  a  council  of  war  was  held  to  determine  in  what 
manner  we  should  attack  the  enemy  after  crossing  the  river.  It  was 
determined,  as  I  supposed — for  I  left  the  council  with  that  impres- 
sion— that  we  should  attack  them  without  any  separation  or  division 
of  the  army,  attacking  the  enemy  on  their  right,  below  here.  That 
was  what  I  advocated,  the  keeping  the  army  together,  and  turning 
the  enemy's  right.  I  did  not  approve  the  attempt  to  pierce  so  strong 
a  line  at  two  points,  when  one  would  be  as  much  as  we  would  be 
likely  to  succeed  in.  A  prisoner,  a  German,  had  been  taken  and 
brought  into  this  very  room,  (General  Sumner's  headquarters.)  This 
prisoner  said  he  had  no  objection  to  communicating  everything  that 
he  knew  in  regard  to  the  rebel  forces,  provided  the  rebel  authorities 
were  not  informed  of  it.  He  had  been  impressed  into  their  service, 
and  wanted  to  quit  it.  His  appearance  and  his  story  were  such  as  to 
carry  conviction  to  the  minds  of  every  one  who  heard  him.  He  told 
us  precisely  of  the  arrangements  for  defence  they  had  made  on  the 
right,  but  in  regard  to  the  left  he  knew  less.  He  said  that  it  was 
impossible  for  us  to  carry  this  position.  He  informed  us  of  the  bat- 
teries they  had,  the  positions  they  had  taken,  and  the  defences  they 
had  thrown  up,  and  said  that  the  rebels  regarded  it  as  an  impossi- 
bility for  them  to  be  driven  from  it.  But  General  Burnside  said  that 
his  favorite  place  of  attack  was  on  the  telegraph  road.  Said  he,  **That 
has  always  been  my  favorite  place  of  attack."  The  army  was  accord- 
ingly divided  to  make  two  attacks. 

The  night  before  the  attack,  two  of  my  divisions — ^and  they  were 
my  favorite  divisions,  for  one  was  the  division  which  I  had  educated 
myself,  and  the  other  was  the  one  that  Kearney  had  commanded,  and 
of  those  two  divisions  I  knew  more  than  of  any  others  in  my  com- 
mand— these  two  divisions  were  sent  down  to  support  Franklin. 
They  left  here  under  orders  to  hold  the  bridge  head.  At  10  o'clock 
on  the  day  of  the  battle  I  was  standing  here  on  this  roof  with  Gene- 
ral Bumside,  when  word  was  brought  that  those  two  divisions  had 
been  ordered  forward  with  Franklin.  I  said  to  General  Burnside 
that  when  it  came  to  my  turn  to  act  I  would  have  nothing  to  act 
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with,  and  that  I  did  not  want  General  Franklin  to  fight  my  divisions; 
that  the  next  report  we  heard  would  be  that  those  divisions  were 
under  fire.  He  assured  me  that  they  should  not  cross  the  bridge 
down  there;  that  they  wer6  ordered  as  supports  to  Franklin,  to  assist 
in  defending  the  bridges,  and  were  not  to  go  into  battle  with  him. 

Soon  after  I  received  an  order  to  send  another  of  my  divisions  to 
relieve  General  Howard's  division,  in  the  upper  end  of  Fredericks- 
burg. My  other  three  divisions  were  drawn  up  at  the  heads  of  the 
bridges  on  this  side,  ready  to  cross  at  a  moment's  notice.  About  2 
o'clock  on  that  day  I  received  orders  to  send  another  of  my  divisions 
to  support  General  Sturgis,  and  about  the  same  time  I  received  an 
order  from  General  Burnside  to  cross  over  my  other  two  divisions 
and  attack  the  enemy  on  the  telegraph  road — the  same  position  we 
had  been  butting  against  all  day  long.  As  soon  as  I  received  the 
order  my  divisions  commenced  crossing. 

I  rode  forward  to  see  what  I  could  learn  from  the  officers  who  had 
been  engaged  in  the  attack — General  French,  General  Wilcox,  Gene- 
ral Couch,  and  General  Hancock.  Their  opinion,  with  one  excep- 
tion, was,  that  the  attack  should  not  be  made  on  that  point.  After 
conferring  with  them,  I  went  to  examine  the  position  to  ascertain 
whether  or  not  it  could  be  turned.  Discovering  no  weak  point,  and 
seeing  that  many  of  the  troops  that  had  been  already  engaged  in  the 
attack  were  considerably  demoralized,  and  fearing  that  should  the 
enemy  make  an  advance,  even  of  but  a  small  column,  nothing  but 
disaster  would  follow,  I  sent  my  aide-de-camp  to  General  Burnside 
to  say  that  I  advised  him  not  to  attack  at  that  place.  He  returned, 
saying  that  the  attack  must  be  made.  I  had  the  matter  so  much  at 
heart  that  I  put  spurs  to  my  horse  and  rode  over  here  myself,  and 
tried  to  dissuade  General  Burnside  from  making  the  attack.  He  in- 
sisted on  its  being  made. 

I  then  returned  and  brought  up  every  available  battery  in  the  city, 
with  a  view  to  break  away  their  barriers  by  the  use  of  artillery.  I 
proceeded  against  the  barriers  as  I  would  against  a  fortification,  and 
endeavored  to  breach  a  hole  sufficiently  large  for  a  **  forlorn  hope"  to 
enter.  Before  that  the  attack  along  the  Une,  it  seemed  to  me,  had 
been  too  general — not  sufficiently  concentrated.  I  had  two  batteries 
posted  on  the  left  of  the  road,  within  400  yards  of  the  position  upon 
which  the  attack  was  to  be  made,  and  I  had  other  parts  of  batteries 
posted  on  the  right  of  the  road,  at  the  distance  of  500  or  600  yards. 
I  had  all  these  batteries  playing  with  great  vigor  until  sunset  upon 
that  point,  but  with  no  apparent  efiect  upon  the  rebels  or  upon  their 
works. 

During  the  last  part  of  the  cannonading  I  had  given  directions  to 
General  Humphrey's  division  to  form,  under  the  shelter  which  a  small 
hill  afforded,  in  column  for  assault.  When  the  fire  of  the  artillery 
ceased  I  gave  directions  for  the  enemy's  works  to  be  assaulted. 
General  Humphrey's  men  took  off  their  knapsacks,  overcoats,  and 
haversacks.  They  were  directed  to  make  the  assault  with  empty 
muskets,  for  there  was  no  time  there  to  load  and  fire.  When  the 
word  was  given  the  men  moved  Ibrward  with  great  impetuosity. 
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They  ran  and  hnrrahed,and  I  was  encouraged  by  the  great  good  feel- 
ing that  pervaded  them.  The  head  of  General  Humphrey's  column 
advanced  to  within,  perhaps,  15  or  20  yards  of  the  stone  wall,  which 
was  the  advanced  position  which  the  rebels  held,  and  then  they  were 
thrown  back  as  quickly  as  they  had  advanced.  Probably  the  whole 
of  the  advance  and  the  retiring  did  nut  occupy  15  minutes.  They 
left  behind,  as  was  reported  to  me,  1,760  of  their  number,  out  of 
about  4,000. 

I  may  as  well  state  here  that  Sykes's  division  was  drawn  up  to 
support  Humphrey's,  so  that,  in  case  Humphrey's  should  succeed,  I 
could  throw  forward  all  the  force  that  I  had  left — Sykes's  division, 
about  4,000  men — to  hold  the  position  in  face  of  30,000  men  who 
were  massed  behind  that  wall.  That  was  why  I  did  not  like  to  make 
the  attack,  because,  even  if  successful,  I  could  not  hold  the  position; 
and  I  assigned  that  as  the  reason  I  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  make 
the  attack. 

It  was  now  just  dark.  Finding  that  I  had  lost  as  many  men  as  my 
orders  required  me  to  lose,  I  suspended  the  attack,  and  directed  that 
the  men  should  hold,  for  the  advance  line  between  Fredericksburg 
and  the  enemy,  a  ditch  that  runs  along  about  midway  between  the 
enemy's  lines  and  the  city,  and  which  would  afford  a  shelter  for 
the  men. 

I  will  say  that,  in  addition  to  the  musketry  fire  that  my  men  were 
exposed  to,  the  crests  of  the  hills  surrounding  Fredericksburg  form 
almost  a  semicircle,  and  these  were  filled  with  artillery,  and  the  focus 
was  the  column  that  moved  up  to  this  assault.  That  focus  was  within 
good  canister  range,  though  I  do  not  think  any  canister  was  thrown 
on  my  men  that  day.  All  these  difficulties  were  apparent,  and  per- 
fectly well  known  to  me,  before  I  went  into  this  assault.  They  were 
known  also  to  other  officers.  General  French  said  to  me  that  the 
whole  army  could  not  take  that  point,  and  I  reported  that  to  General 
Bumside. 

After  Establishing  my  picket  line,  I  returned  and  reported  to  Gen- 
eral Bumside  wh4t  I  had  done.  He  was  dissatisfied  with  the  line  I 
had  taken  for  my  pickets,  and  said  that  they  must  be  established  at 
the  advanced  position  that  we  had  held  during  the  day.  We  had 
had  some  men  lyiug  down  on  their  bellies,  about  one  hundred  yards 
beyond  this  ditch,  on  the  side  hill  which  we  could  sweep  with  our 
artillery,  and  take  possession  of  at  any  time.  I  immediately  sent 
word  for  my  pickets  to  advance  to  that  place,  and  make  that  the  line 
of  the  pickets,  as  General  Bumside  had  ordered.  General  Bumside 
said  that  if  we  came  back  to  the  ditch  I  have  spoken  of,  it  would  be 
a  falling  back  of  our  army.  I  put  General  Sykes's  division  on  picket 
duty.  That  day,  while  the  men  were  lying  there  on  their  bellies, 
my  loss,  in  General  Sykes's  command,  was  two  hundred  and  four  men, 
and  my  men  were  where  they  could  inflict  little  or  no  injury  on  the 
enemy.  Had  the  enemy  occupied  the  ditch,  there  might  have  been 
a  half  a  dozen  casualties  during  the  day. 

That  nightf  after  seeing  General  Bumside,  I  returned  to  Freder- 
icksburg, and  took  command  of  the  forces  there.     I  placed  Geueral 
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Butterfield  in  the  upper  end  of  the  town,  so  that  he  could  defend  it 
in  case  of  an  attack  by  the  enemy.  At  the  south  end  of  the  town  I 
placed  General  Couch.  I  requested  of  General  Bumside  that  all  of  the 
troops  over  there,  but  two  divisions,  might  be  withdrawn  to  this  side 
of  the  river,  because,  if  the  enemy  should  throw  a  shell  into  the  city, 
it  could  not  fall  amiss  with  all  those  troops  there.  Many  of  the  troops 
were  in  such  a  condition  that  they  gave  me  no  additional  strength. 
It  has  been  reported  through  rebel  sources  that  great  dissatisfaction 
is  felt  at  our  not  having  him  shelled  while  our  troops  were  in  the  city. 
And  I  have  heard  that  court-martials  are  now  being  held  among  the 
confederates  to  examine  into  that  matter;  and  that  at  one  time  they 
were  actually  heating  shot  in  their  furnaces  to  throw  into  the  city 
while  we  were  there. 

We  remained  there  until  Monday  night  and  Tuesday  morning,  when 
orders  were  issued,  first,  for  General  Sumner's  command  to  be  with- 
drawn; and  afterwards,  between  three  and  four  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, for  my  own  command  to  be  withdrawn. 

I  ought  to  say  here  that  the  morning  after  we  had  made  our  attack, 
orders  were  issued  for  another  attack  to  be  made  in  the  same  place. 
But  the  officers  who  had  already  been  engaged  demurred  to  it,  and 
the  order  was  not  carried  into  execution. 

Question.  Had  you  made  any  impression,  in  the  meantime,  upon 
their  works  ? 

Answer.  Not  the  slightest;  no  more  than  yon  could  make  upon  the 
side  of  a  mountain  of  rock.  On  the  day  following  the  attack  another 
council  of  war  was  held,  and  the  question  was  submitted,  how  that 
place  could  be  taken  ?  When  I  think  of  it,  the  council  was  held  on 
Monday,  if  I  am  not  mistaken.  It  was  composed  of  the  generals 
commanding  the  grand  divisions — all  but  General  Franklin,  who  said 
he  could  not  leave  town,  as  he  was  expecting  an  attack — and  some  of 
the  corps  commanders.  The  opinion  of  most  of  the  council  was,  that 
the  place  could  not  be  taken  at  all.  My  own  opinion  was  that,  if  there 
was  any  chance  to  take  the  place,  it  was  by  forming  a  heavy  column 
of  attack  at  night,  when  the  enemy  could  not  see  to  use  their  artil- 
lery. 

By  Mr.  Chandler : 

Question.  What  was  there  to  prevent  flanking  them  on  our  right, 
beyond  their  batteries  ? 

Answer.  Water — ^a  lake  and  a  mill-race,  which  was  reported  to  me 
to  be  impassable. 

By  the  Chaibuan: 

Question.  Was  the  strength  of  their  position  such  as  could  be  as- 
certained from  this  side  of  the  river,  before  making  the  attack  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  We  had  precise  information  of  their  position 
from  the  well-informed  German  prisoner  I  have  before  spoken  of,  who 
told  us  where  their  batteries  were,  of  the  ditches  and  the  stone  wall; 
and  the  officers  who  made  the  attack  in  the  forepart  of  the  day  told 
me  the  same  thing  before  I  made  my  attack;  and  the  troops  massed 
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behind  bad  been  seen  from  the  bcjloon.  But  if  I  was  ordered  to 
make  the  attack,  I  was  perfectly  willing  to  make  it;  for  it  made  no 
difference  what  became  of  me.  I  made  the  attack,  and  sach  an  at- 
tack as  I  believe  has  never  before  been  made  in  this  war. 

Question.  What  is  the  length  of  that  stone  wall  ? 

Answer.  I  should  think  it  was  some  500  or  600  yards;  and  rifle- 
pits  were  continued  all  along,  amounting  to  almost  the  same  thing. 
This  wall  appears  to  be  not  simply  a  plain  stone  wall,  but  a  support 
wall.  Behind  the  wall  were  rifle-pits,  and  there  was  earth  between 
the  rifle-pits  and  the  wall.  To  batter  down  that  wall  was  like  bat- 
tering the  masonry  of  a  fortification.  I  thought  at  first  that  I  could 
knock  the  wall  to  pieces,  and  drive  the  rebels  from  behind  it.  My 
batteries  were  served  as  gallantly  as  batteries  could  be  served.  They 
fired  just  as  well  as  batteries  could  be  fired.  But  their  fire  made  no 
impression  at  all.  I  do  not  think  one  rebel  ran  from  behind  the  wall, 
or  from  the  rifle-pits.  All  I  wanted  to  do  was  to  make  one  hole 
through  the  wall,  and  I  brought  to  bear  all  I  could  to  do  that. 

Question.  What  prevented  crossing  the  whole  force  at  the  upper 
fords,  some  twelve  miles  from  here — crossing  the  river  there,  and 
getting  into  the  enemy's  rear? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  anything  prevented  it,  except  that 
whenever  a  move  of  that  sort  should  be  attempted,  the  enemy  would 
know  of  it  as  soon  as  we  commenced  it,  and  the  fords  there  are  of  such 
a  character  that  a  few  hours'  work  with  so  many  men  as  they  have 
would  make  those  places  very  formidable.  But  I  think  that  that 
would  have  been  a  much  better  move  than  either  of  the  others  were. 

I  have  not  seen  the  works  down  below  here.     But  it  has  always 

been  my  impression  that  Franklin,  who  was  down  there  with 

men,  his  own  grand  division,  and of  mine,  could  have  swept 

everything  before  him.  He  represented  the  position  down  there  as 
very  formidable.  But  I  have  no  idea,  although  I  have  never  seen  it, 
but  that  — ^  men  could  have  carried  everything  down  there.  I 
do  not  know  the  fact,  but  I  have  understood  that  a  large  portion  of 
Franklin's  force  was  not  engaged  at  all. 

Question.  After  the  fight,  what  prevented  the  enemy  crowding  you 
into  the  river,  if  they  had  made  An  attack  7 

Answer.  All  that  I  had  there  to  prevent  it  was  this  one  division  of 
4,000  men  that  had  not  been  engaged,  and  another  division  of  mine 
in  the  upper  end  of  the  town  that  had  been  sent  there  to  relieve 
General  Howard's  division.  I  had  full  confidence  in  those  two  divis- 
ions, because  they  had  not  been  engaged. 

Question.  What  was  the  number,  all  together,  of  our  forces  that 
were  engaged? 

Answer.  I  should  think  there  must  have  been  between and 

men  under  fire. 

Question.  What  was  the  number  of  the  whole  army  that  we  had 
across  the  river? 

Answer.  Franklin  had  nearly men.     I  should  think  that  we 

must  have  had  altogether  over  the  river  well  on  to men. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


28  CONDUCT   OP   THE  WAB. 

Question.  What  is  your  estimate  of  the  rebel  forces  over  there  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  had  about  80,000  men.  The  German  pris- 
oner said  that  they  claimed  to  have  a  hundred  thousand  men.  Once 
in  that  position  they  are  a  great  deal  stronger  to  resist  than  we  are 
to  attack.  In  an  open  field,  in  my  opinion,  they  would  not  be  a  match 
for  us  if  our  army  was  in  good  condition. 

Question.  How  did  the  men  behave  during  the  attack? 

Answer.  They  behaved  well.  There  never  was  anything  more 
glorious  than  the  behavior  of  the  men.  No  campaign  in  the  world 
ever  saw  a  more  gallant  advance  than  Humphrey's  men  made  there. 
But  they  were  put  to  do  a  work  that  no  men  could  do. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  about  the  delay  in  making  the  attack 
after  the  army  arrived  lieie? 

Answer.  There  was  a  delay  in  the  arrival  of  the  pontoons;  and 
there  was  also  a  delay  in  getting  the  provisions  up  here. 

Question.  Do  you  know  at  what  time  the  pontoons  were  expected 
to  be  here  ? 

Answer.  As  I  have  before  stated,  I  heard  General  Meigs,  or 
General  Halleck,  assure  General  Burnside  that  they  would  be  here  in 
three  days. 

Question.  Would  that  have  been  as  soon  as  the  army  could  have 
arrived  here  ? 

Answer.  That  would  have  been  just  as  soon  as  the  army  could 
march  here.  They  got  ready  fully  as  soon  as  I  thought  they  could. 
When  we  had  possession  here  before,  the  government  built  a  valuable 
wharf  which  would  have  answered  every  purpose  to  land  stores  for  an 
army  of  100,000  or  200,000  men.  But  when  the  army  left  here  that 
wharf  was  burned,  although  the  enemy  had  no  vessels  on  the  river, 
and  the  wharf  could  not  have  been  used  by  them.  I  knew  at  War- 
ronton  that  a  transfer  of  the  line  of  operations  of  this  army  could  not 
be  made  in  three  days,  or  in  three  times  three  days.  There  were 
wharves  to  be  built  before  the  stores  could  be  landed,  for  even  if  the 
stores  were  brought  here  they  could  not  be  landed  until  the  wharf 
was  built,  except  it  was  done  by  lighters.  Then  there  were  bridges 
to  be  built.  I  think  it  must  have  been  ten  days  after  I  got  here 
before  the  bridge  over  Potomac  creek  was  built. 

Question.  Had  this  wharf  been  burned  when  the  conversation 
between  General  Halleck  and  General  Burnside  took  place  ? 

Answer.  It  was  burned  long  before  that. 

By  Mr.  Goooh: 

Question.  From  the  conversation  to  which  you  have  referred,  who 
did  you  understand  was  responsible  for  having  the  pontoons  and  the 
other  necessary  supplies  for  the  army  sent  here  ? 

Answer.  I  supposed  that  was  the  quartermaster's  business. 

Question.  As  the  matter  was  left  at  the  time  of  the  conversation, 
did  you  understand  that  the  responsibility  of  having  the  pontoons 
and  supplies  here  rested  upon  Gener«d  Burnside,  or  upon  General 
Halleck  and  General  Meigs  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  necessarily  rested  upon  General  Halleck  and 
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General  Meigs,  because  it  was  beyond  the  control  of  General  Burnside, 
who  was  not  where  he  could  control  it. 

Question.  Then,  as  I  understand  you,  General  Burnside,  from  that 
interview,  had  a  right  to  expect  the  pontoons  and  supplies  here  as 
soon  as  he  could  reach  here  himself? 

Answer.  That  impression  was  left  on  my  mind. 

By  the  Chaibman: 

Question.  If  they  had  been  here,  what  would  have  been  the  result? 

Answer.  When  Sumner's  advance  column  reached  here  there  were 
only  some  500  of  the  rebels  in  Fredericksburg.  I  do  not  know  why 
they  did  not  take  possession  of  Fredericksburg.  But  the  feeling 
seemed  to  be  that  they  could  take  possession  of  Fredericksburg  at 
any  time;  only  a  few  days  before  Lieutenant  Dahlgren,  of  the  cav- 
alry, with  fifty-five  men,  crossed  the  river  and  took  possession  of  the 
town.  When  I  was  at  Hartwood  I  heard  that  there  was  going  to  be 
a  delay  of  three  or  four  days  in  getting  the  pontoons  here,  and  that 
was  one  reason  why  I  asked  permission  of  General  Burnside  to  cross 
at  the  ford  there,  and  come  down  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 
When  we  got  here  we  should  have  been  in  condition  to  march  right 
forward  without  stopping  a  day  anywhere.  But  the  same  mistake 
was  made  here  that  has  been  made  all  along  through  this  war.  I 
think  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  held  the  line  where  we  were, 
by  retaining  a  sufficient  force  there  to  threaten  the  enemy  and  keep 
them  up  to  their  works  at  Gulpeper  and  Gordonsville.  But  instead 
of  that,  we  withdrew  every  man,  and  even  burned  the  bridges,  thus 
exposing  our  plan  to  the  enemy  the  very  moment  we  did  so.  If  Gen- 
eral Sumner's  corps  had  come  down  here  and  left  me  up  there  threat- 
ening to  advance  on  that  Hue,  or  had  them  to  believe  that  we  were 
going  to  advance  on  both  lines,  it  would  have  been  better.  But  the 
enemy  saw  at  once  what  we  were  at,  and  came  right  down  here,  and 
they  were  nearer  here  than  we  were;  and  this  country  is  such  that 
wherever  you  give  them  two  or  three  weeks  to  fortify,  100,000  men 
can  make  any  place  impregnable  to  any  other  100,000  men. 

By  Mr.  Gooch: 

Question.  What  was  the  strength  of  your  command  at  Hartwood  ? 

Answer.  It  was men. 

Question.  Would  there  have  been  any  difficulty  as  to  supplies  in 
your  moving  down  the  other  side  of  the  river,  as  you  proposed? 

Answer.  I  had  three  days'  rations  then;  I  was  preparing  to  march 
down  through  Caroline  county,  where  the  people  had  just  gathered 
their  crops,  and  I  could  have  got  plenty  of  forage  and  provisions 
enough  for  a  week  or  a  fortnight.  At  the  time  of  the  conversation 
between  General  Halleck,  General  Meigs,  and  General  Burnside,  there 
was  some  talk  of  forwarding  some  supplies  up  the  Rappahannock.  I 
said  that  at  Bowling  Green  I  could  draw  my  supplies  from  Port  Royal 
as  easily  as  I  could  get  them  when  I  was  at  Hartwood.  I  knew  that 
I  could  take  a  position  with  40,000  men  that  the  whole  rebel  army 
could  not  move  me  from. 
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Question.  Would  that  movement  have  been  a  safe  one  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  this  army  had  not  the  means  of  crossing  here? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  because  I  could  take  the  heights  there  with  my 
command,  and  put  them  in  a  condition  of  defence.  If  I  had  gone 
there  not  a  man  of  the  enemy  would  have  come  to  Fredericksburg, 
but  they  would  have  gone  to  some  other  river  and  fortified  there,  if 
we  had  given  them  time,  as  effectually  as  they  have  here.  I  regard 
the  rebel  position  on  the  Rappahannock  as  a  strong  one;  I  mean  the 
one  they  retired  to  from  Manassas.  They  had  the  advantage  of  two 
railroads— one  to  bring  their  supplies  to  them  from  the  west,  and  the 
railroad  from  Richmond  to  bring  their  troops  up  from  there.  It  is 
the  strongest  position  they  had  in  Virginia.  The  advantages  of  this 
position,  to  hold  against  a  force  seeking  to  cross  the  river  and  attack 
it,  are  such  as  I  have  never  before  seen. 

Question.  How  far  apart  are  the  bridges  at  the  two  points  where 
our  army  crossed  here  ? 

Answer.  About  four  miles. 

Question.  You  speak  of  the  telegraph  road;  will  yon  state  more 
definitely  what  that  road  is  7 

Answer.  The  telegraph  road  leaves  Fredericksburg  from  Hanover 
street,  and  runs  through  a  depression  in  the  hills  in  the  direction  of 
Bowling  Green. 

Question.  How  do  you  explain  the  fact  that  the  enemy  did  not 
shell  the  city  when  our  troops  were  crossed  there  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  explain  it.  It  is  inexplicable  to  me  that  they 
did  not  do  so.  As  I  have  before  stated,  it  is  reported  under  flag  of 
truce  that  they  had  at  one  time  shot  heating  with  which  to  fire  the 
city,  and  that  would  have  made  a  terrible  time  of  it. 

Question.  Was  our  recrossing  made  unbeknown  to  the  enemy? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  here;  how  it  was  down  below  I  cannot  say. 
It  was  late  when  I  got  the  order  to  withdraw  my  command — between 
three  and  four  o'clock  in  the  morning — and  it  was  between  eight  and 
nine  o'  clock  when  the  last  of  the  troops  were  withdrawn.  The  enemy 
did  not  seem  to  realize  but  that  there  were  troops  in  the  houses.  I 
withdrew  my  exterior  line  of  pickets  last  of  all,  and  they  were  not 
followed  by  the  enemy. 

Question.  Had  they  discovered  that  our  troops  were  to  be  recrossed, 
what  could  they  have  done  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  we  should  have  suffered  much  from  their 
artillery  fire  on  such  a  night  as  that  was,  as  it  would  have  been  but 
random  firing. 
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^^^  MowDAT,  December  22,  1862. 

Major  General  Henry  W.  Haileck  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Ghairmah  : 

Question.  By  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  we  are  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  recent  assault  on  Fredericksburg,  and  the  reasons  for 
the  delay  in  attacking  the  enemy's  works.  There  seems  to  be  a  mis- 
understanding as  to  whose  duty  it  was  to  furnish  the  pontoon  boats. 
It  appeared  to  be  material  that  they  should  hare  been  there  at  the 
same  time  that  the  army  got  there.  The  army  got  there  first,  and 
the  pontoons  did  not  get  there  till  some  time  afterwards,  through 
mistake  or  delay.  That  is  a  matter  of  inquiry.  State,  in  your  own 
way,  anything  you  think  material  which  will  throw  light  upon  the 
subject  of  our  inquiry,  and  especially  as  to  the  delay. 

Answer.  I  will  state  that  all  the  troops  in  Washington  and  its  vi- 
cinity were  under  the  command  of  General  McClellan  when  he  was 
relieved,  and  he  issued  his  orders  directly  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  Washington,  with  one  single  restriction,  that  no  troops  should 
be  moved  from  the  command  of  Washington  until  I  was  notified  by 
General  McClellan  or  the  commanding  officer  here.  In  all  other  re- 
spects they  were  all  under  his  direction.  General  Burnside,  when 
he  relieved  him,  was  told  that  they  remained  precisely  the  same  as 
before.  On  my  visit  to  General  Burnside  at  Warrenton,  on  the  12th 
of  November,  in  speaking  about  the  boats  and  things  that  he  required 
from  here,  I  repeated  to  him  that  they  were  all  subject  to  his  orders, 
with  that  single  exception.  To  prevent  the  necessity  of  the  com- 
manding officer  here  reporting  the  order  for  the  boats  here,  the  order 
was  drawn  up  upon  his  table  and  signed  by  me  directly  to  General 
Woodbury,  on  the  evening  of  the  12th,  I  think,  the  evening  that  I 
was  there.  I  saw  General  Woodbury  on  my  return,  and  he  told  me 
he  had  received  the  order.  I  told  him  that  in  all  these  matters  he 
was  under  General  Burnside' s  direction  ;  I  had  nothing  further  to 
give  him,  except  to  communicate  that  order  to  him.  In  conversation 
with  him  and  General  Meigs,  it  was  proposed  that  the  train  of  pon- 
toons should  go  down  by  land,  as  they  could  be  gotten  down  sooner 
in  that  way,  without  interfering  with  the  supplies  which  had  to  be 
sent  to  Aquia  creek*  I  gave  no  other  order  or  direction  in  relation 
to  the  matter  than  that.  All  other  matters  were  under  General 
Burnside' s  direction.  He  also  informed  me  while  at  Warrenton,  that 
Captain  Duane,  chief  of  the  engineers,  had  already  sent  an  order  to 
Harper's  Perry  for  the  pontoon  train  there  to  go  down.  The  order 
had  been  issued.  They  being  under  General  Burnside' s  immediate 
and  direct  command,  I  did  not  interfere  at  all  in  relation  to  them. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  any  delay  in  starting 
them,  or  in  their  progress  there  7 

Answer.  I  heard  that  there  was  a  delay  from  the  steamers  getting 
aground  with  the  pontoons,  and  there  was  a  delay,  as  I  understood, 
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in  the  train  going  down  by  land,  on  account  of  the  diflBculty  of  the 
roads  and  the  inexperience,  perhaps,  of  the  officer  in  command,  and 
it  had  to  be  taken  by  water  part  of  the  way  ;  it  could  not  get  through 
by  land.  I  considered,  from  the  reports  I  received,  that  these  delays 
resulted  mainly  from  accident  and  the  elements,  that  no  man  had  any 
control  over.  General  Burnside  telegraphed  to  me  in  relation  to 
General  Woodbury,  thinking  that  he  had  not  used  due  diligence,  but 
afterwards  told  me  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  what  General 
Woodbury  had  done,  and  that  he  did  not  know  but  that  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  train  that  went  down  had  done  his  duty  also  ; 
that  he  was  disposed  to  make  no  further  investigation  of  that  matter; 
that  he  was  pretty  well  satisfied. 

Question.  Was  there  any  request  for  you  to  delay  the  advance  of 
the  men  until  the  boats  arrived,  or  anything  of  that  kind  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  remember  this,  that  General  Woodbury,  in 
conversation  with  me,  said  that  General  Burnside  could  not  get  down 
for  several  days  after  I  told  him,  and  that  he  could  not  land  the  boats 
until  General  Burnside  arrived.  I  think  I  remarked  to  him  that  I 
did  not  know  exactly  the  day  when  General  Burnside  would  move; 
that  I  could  not  tell  him,  as  the  general  did  not  know  himself.  While 
I  was  at  Warrenton  he  proposed  this  movement,  and  he  was  directed 
to  make  all  preparations  for  it,  but  not  to  begin  it  until  the  President 
was  consulted.  I  returned  on  the  afternoon  of  the  13th,  and,  I 
think,  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  I  had  an  interview  with  the  Pres- 
ident, in  which  he  consented  to  General  Burnside' s  plans,  and  I 
immediately  telegraphed  to  him  to  go  ahead  as  he  had  proposed.  I 
understood  that  there  was  considerable  delay  in  getting  the  boats 
from  A  quia  down  to  the  Rappahannock  river  on  account  of  the  bad 
roads,  difficulty  of  transportation,  Ac,  but  no  other  delay  than  that 
which  would  naturally  occur  over  a  rough  country  like  that,  and  ac- 
cidental delay  in  laying  the  bridges  was  reported  to  me  from  the 
inexperience  of  the  pontoniers  who  laid  the  upper  bridges;  there 
was  considerable  delay  in  that.  We  could  not  commence  the  repair 
of  the  railroad  until  General  Burnside  took  possession  of  it,  as  it  was 
all  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy.  That  was  understood  between 
him  and  General  Haupt  in  my  presence.  General  Haupt  went  out 
with  me  to  make  the  arrangement  for  repairing  the  roads  as  early  as 
possible.  1  remember  the  conversation;  he  could  not  land  anything, 
but  would  have  everything  down  ready  as  soon  as  he  could,  and 
when  he  found  General  Burnside  was  in  possession  he  would  com- 
mence. 

By  Mr.  GoocH: 

Question.  When  you  were  at  Warrenton,  General  Burnside  had  just 
assumed  the  command  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac  ? 

Answer.  Five  days  before,  I  think. 

Question.  Was  there,  or  not,  any  agreement  or  understanding  be- 
tween you  and  General  Burnside  when  you  were  at  Warrenton  that 
the  pontoons  and  army  stores,  or  either  of  them,  should  be  furnished 
to  him  by  the  authorities  here  without  his  looking  after  them  himself? 
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Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  I  will  say  army  stores  necessary  for  him  to  cross  the 
river  and  move  forward  from  Fredericksburg. 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  requested  6en0ral  Meigs,  as  chief  quarter- 
master, and  General  Haupt,  in  charge  of  the  railroads,  to  go  with 
me  to  consult  with  General  Burnside,  and  told  him  that  everything 
was  at  his  disposition;  he  must  make  his  own  requisitions  and  give 
his  own  orders;  that  I  would  not  interfere  except  to  assist  in  carry- 
ing his  views  out  as  much  as  I  could;  whenever  anything  was  reported 
to  me  as  not  being  done,  that  I  would  render  all  the  assistance  in  my 
power,  and  just  previous  to  that  time,  with  reference  to  a  requisition 
which  he  had  sent  me,  I  told  him  not  to  send  me  any  requisitions, 
but  to  make  them  on  the  proper  heads  of  departments,  and  if  they 
did  not  do  their  duty,  then  immediately  report  it  to  me,  but  that  I 
could  not  attend  to  any  requisitions  at  all. 

Question.  When  you  were  there  was  the  time  considered  that  it 
would  take  to  move  the  army  from  where  it  was  to  Falmouth,  oppo- 
site Fredericksburg  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  for  it  was  not  determined  at  that  time  that  the 
movement  should  be  made. 

Question.  Was  it  not  determined  that  it  should  be  made  provided 
the  President  assented  to  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  he  was  immediately  to  commence  his  pre- 
parations as  though  it  had  been  assented  to  until  telegraphed  to  the 
contrary,  but  not  to  make  any  movement. 

Question.  Was,  or  was  not,  the  time  requisite  for  the  movement  of 
the  army  from  where  it  was  to  Falmouth  considered  at  that  time? 

Answer.  It  may  have  been  spoken  of  in  conversation.  We  had  a 
long  conversation  of  three  or  four  hours,  and  it  may  have  been  alluded 
to;  nothing  definite  was  decided  upon  in  relation  to  the  time  it  would 
take.  Indeed,  I  remarked  when  I  left  him  that  he  was  of  opinion 
that  he  would  cross  a  portion  of  his  forces  at  the  fords  above  the 
junction  of  the  rivers.  That  was  the  opinion  that  he  expressed 
before  I  left. 

Question.  And  the  residue  at  Falmouth  ? 

Ajiswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  whether  or  not  there  was  any  discussiOEr 
when  you  were  there  as  to  the  point  that  it  was  necessary  that  the 
pontoons  and  the  army  should  arrive  at  Falmouth  at  the  same  period 
of  time,  so  that  the  enemy  should  not  know  the  point  designated  for 
the  crossing  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  was  mentioned.  This  matter,  I  know, 
was  mentioned,  that  the  pontoons  should  be  there  as  soon  as  they 
could  after  he  had  got  possession  of  the  road,  so  that  they  could  be 
taken  down. 

Question.  At  any  time  did  General  Woodbury  go  to  you  and  sug- 
gest to  you  that  it  wotdd  be  impossible  to  get  the  pontoons  or  stores  at 
Falmouth  so  soon  as  was  expected,  and  that  for  thut  reason  it  would  be 
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advisable  that  the  movement  of  the  army  of  General  Barnside  should 
be  delayed  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  recollection.  General  Woodbury,  in  conversa- 
tion— I  think  a  part  of  the  time  General  Meigs  was  present — spoke 
of  the  difficulty  of  getting  instantly  sufficient  transportation  to  go 
down,  and  therefore  that  the  train  should  go  by  land.  The  transports 
were  required  to  get  down  provisions,  and  it  was  suggested  that  as 
few  as  possible  should  be  used  for  moving  the  pontoon  train. 

Question.  Since  General  Burnside  has  been  in  command  of  the  army 
of  the  Potomac,  have  all  its  movements  been  made  according  to  his 
judgment  and  direction,  so  far  as  you  know  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  entirely. 

By  Mr.  Wright  : 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say,  general,  that  the  delay  in  the 
bridges,  you  think,  was  caused  by  the  elements  and  the  inefficiency  of 
men,  and  that  there  is  nobody  to  blame  that  you  know  of? 

Answer.  I  will  not  say  inefficiency  of  men;  but  I  will  say  this,  that 
General  Burnside  reported  to  me  that  the  officer  in  command  of  the 
land  train  had  not  been  as  efficient  as  he  ought  to  have  been,  but  he 
afterwards  modified  that  report.  I  told  him  to  arrest  any  person  who 
had  neglected  his  duty  and  send  him  to  Washington  immediately,  and 
he  said  to  me  that  he  did  not  think  it  necessary. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  One  more  question  is  suggested  to  me,  which  I  will  put. 
It  is  whether  you  were  requested  to  repair  that  road  before  the  army 
left  Harper's  Perry? 

The  Witness.  Before  General  McClellan's  army  left  Harper's 
Perry? 

The  Chairman.  Yes,  sir;  before  they  left  there  were  you  requested 
by  General  McClellan  to  have  that  road  repaired  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  remember.  I  was  told  that  one  of  his  staff 
officers  had  requested  it  to  be  repaired,  and  the  answer  was  im- 
mediately made  by  myself,  ''We  cannot  do  anything  there  until  he 
takes  possession  of  the  road;"  and,  moreover,  I  did  not  know  that  he 
was  going  there,  for  he  had  not  informed  me  as  to  where  he  intended 
to  go.  If  at  any  time  any  suggestion  of  that  kind  was  made  to  me, 
it  was  made  with  reference  to  some  future  time,  and  not  as  to  any 
immediate  action.  No  request  was  made,  according  to  my  recol* 
lection.  I  will  add  that  if  any  paper  came  to  me  in  which  an  allusion 
was  made  to  that  being  done,  it  was  referred  by  me  immediately  to 
the  head  of  the  department  having  charge  of  it— either  to  General 
Haupt  or  General  Meigs. 

Question.  But  you  do  not  recollect  any  such  request? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
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December  22,  1862. 
Brigadier  General  M.  C.  Meigs  bwotu  and  examined. 

Bj  the  Chairman: 

Question.  In  your  own  way  give  your  own  explanations  of  any- 
thing that  occurs  to  you  to  be  material  to  the  inquiry  we  are  directed 
to  make  as  to  the  battle  at  Fredericksburg. 

Answer.  As  I  presume  this  inquiry  arises  principally  from  the 
excited  state  of  the  public  mind  and  the  public  press  on  this  subject, 
and  as  the  statements  which  have  been  published  show  a  misappre- 
hension of  the  true  facts  of  the  case — and  I  see  that  the  press,  in  some 
degree  at  least,  holds  me  responsible  for  certain  failures  connected 
with  the  pontoon  train  and  supplies,  and  also  that  this  committee  is 
called  upon  by  the  press  to  extend  its  investigation  to  the  desire  of 
General  McClellan  to  have  the  railroad  from  Aquia  creek  repaired 
some  time  before  the  army  marched  from  Harper's  Ferr3',  and  the 
quartermaster's  department  has  been  held  responsible  by  the  public 
press  for  not  having  done  this — I  think  I  had  better  begin  at  that 
point. 

Before  the  army  of  the  Potomac  left  the  vicinity  of  Harper's  Perry 
I  received  a  telegram  from  Colonel  Ingalls,  chief  quartermaster,  dated 
6th  November,  which  I  have  read  within  a  few  days.  Though  I 
have  not  got  it  here,  I  can  remember  its  substance:  He  requested 
me  to  direct  that  all  the  cars  that  could  be  obtained  should  be  loaded 
with  commissary  and  quartermaster's  supplies,  and  placed  in  conve- 
nient positions  on  the  railroad  west  of  Alexandria,  so  as  to  be  sent 
over  the  Manassas  Gap  road,  and  over  the  other  railroads  radiating 
from  that  point,  to  meet  the  army  on  its  march.  He  also  requested, 
in  the  last  sentence  of  his  despatch,  that  I  would  cause  the  road  from 
Aquia  creek  to  Richmond^  via  Fredericksburg^  to  be  put  in  repair.  ^  I 
wrote  on  the  back  of  that  telegram,  as  is  my  habit,  directions  to  give 
the  orders  which  I  thought  were  necessary.  I  sent  copies  of  the 
telegram  to  the  principal  agents  of  the  supply  departments,  to  the 
commissary  general  in  regard  to  commissary  stores,  and  to  the  chief 
quartermaster  of  this  depot,  whose  duty  it  is  to  provide  quartermas- 
ter's stores,  and  provide  the  transportation  for  them,  and  to  those 
who  had  charge  of  the  repairing  and  running  of  the  military  rail- 
roads— General  Haupt  and  Colonel  McCallum.  I  inquired  what 
preparation  had  been  made  for  repairing  these  roads,  and  directed 
those  under  my  orders  to  be  ready  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
despatch.  I  knew  the  matter  was  in  good  hands,  and  I  took  it  for 
granted  that  all  proper  preparations  had  already  been  made;  and  I 
learned  on  inquiry  that  they  had  been — that  they  were  ready. 

I  remember  writing  on  the  back  of  the  telegram  that,  of  course, 
the  repair  of  the  railroad  to  Richmond  would  depend  upon  its  being 
occupied  by  troops  of  the  United  States.  It  was  at  that  time  in  pos- 
session of  the  enemy,  and  it  would  have  been  as  easy  at  that  time 
for  me  to  provide  barracks  in  Richmond  as  to  repair  the  road  to 
Richmond.     I  saw  General  Halleck,  and  mentioned  this  to  him.    I  do 
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not  remember  exactly  what  reply  I  made  to  Colonel  Ingalls,  but  on 
Boeing  him  afterwards  I  spoke  of  it,  and  I  understood  that  this  was  a 
despatch  written  at  his  own  instance,  not  specifically  directed  by 
General  McClellan ;  but  in  that  I  may  be  mistaken.  I  have  not  spoken 
to  General  McClellan  on  the  subject,  and  I  derive  this  impression 
from  what  I  remember  of  Colonel  Ingalls'  statement.  We  had  then, 
I  believe,  everything  nearly  ready  to  repair  the  road  whenever  we 
should  be  able  to  get  possession  of  it.  We  had  built  there  last 
spring  a  very  large  wharf,  about  a  thousand  feet  in  length.  There 
were  requisitions  on  the  quartermaster's  department  to  build  still 
larger  wharves — one  about  1, 800  feet  long — at  the  time  the  corps  of 
General  Burnside  landed  there  and  went  forward  to  the  Rappahan- 
nock and  Rapidan.  I  remember  at  that  time  advising  the  authorities 
that  by  the  time  I  could  get  a  vessel  load  of  lumber  to  the  place  it 
would  be  abandoned;  and  the  fact  was,  that  before  any  progress 
could  be  made  in  building  the  1,800  feet  additional  wharf,  the  work 
already  constructed  there  was  destroyed,  besides  the  cars  and  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  stores;  and  the  bridges  were  burnt,  to  my  great 
regret.  I  endeavored  to  prevent  it,  but  heard  of  the  intention  too 
late.  The  next  time  this  matter  came  to  my  attention  in  any  way, 
was  when  General  Halleck  informed  me  that  General  Burnside  had 
taken  command  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  and  desired  to  change 
his  base  of  operations,  and  requested  me  to  accompany  him  to  War- 
renton  to  see  General  Burnside.  I  went  with  him  on  the  12th  of 
November;  and  with  us  went  General  Haupt,  the  director  and  super- 
intendent of  military  railroads  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
who  acts  in  connexion  with  the  quartermaster's  department.  We 
furnish  the  funds,  and  he  is  supposed  to  be  under  the  direction  of  the 
department.  He  is  a  very  able  and  competent  man.  There  was  a 
good  deal  of  conversation  with  General  Burnside  that  night  which  I 
did  not  hear.  I  left  General  Halleck  and  himself  to  discuss  the 
project  of  campaign,  and  I  entered  into  it  only  late  in  the  evening. 
I  was  informed  that  the  general-in-chief  would  refer  the  matter  to 
the  President  for  his  approval,  and  that  General  Burnside  was  to 
carry  out  his  own  plans  if  the  President  should  approve. 

I  do  not  think  that  anything  was  said  to  me  about  pontoons  then, 
but  General  Burnside  asked  me  how  soon  I  could  have  supplies  ready 
for  his  army.  I  think  he  asked  me  how  many  days  it  would  take  to 
get  the  supplies  to  Aquia  creek.  I  told  him  it  could  not  be  done  in 
a  day;  that  we  could  do  a  good  deal,  but  that  it  took  time  to  accom- 
plish so  great  a  movement.  Here  was  an  army  of  over  men, 
the  population  of  a  great  city,  suddenly  to  be  whipped  up  to  break  off 
from  its  lines  of  communication  and  be  transferred  to  a  new  position, 
and  their  supplies  to  be  landed  from  a  narrow  channel,  a  contracted 
harbor,  with  very  shallow  water;  that  to  supply  them  with  all  the 
necessaries  of  life  was  like  undertaking  to  supply  Boston  without  any 
previous  provision  being  made.  I  said  it  could  not  be  done  except 
with  great  labor,  and  that  the  army  must  do  its  own  share;  that  I 
would  collect  all  the  suitable  vessels  I  could  and  have  them  employed 
in  the  work.     We  had  a  number  of  vessels,  barges,  and^anal-boats 
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already  in  the  river.  Our  canal-boats  were  priDcipally  up  the  canal 
between  here  and  Harper's  Ferry.  I  said  that  we  would  collect  them 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  I  would  promise  to  have  the  supplies  at 
Aquia  creek  by  the  time  he  got  there,  but  that  he  had  three  or  four 
thousand  wagons  with  his  army,  and  when  he  got  to  Falmouth,  oppo- 
site Fredericksburg,  he  must  send  his  wagons  down  to  the  Potomac 
and  let  them  haul  the  supplies  to  the  camps;  that  the  railroad  could 
not  be  repaired  in  a  day;  that  we  did  not  know  the  condition  of  the 
bridges.  He  was  under  the  impression,  I  think,  that  the  bridges  had 
not  not  been  burned;  they  had  been  burned,  however. 

I  understood  that  there  was  not  a  large  force  at  Fredericksburg, 
Captain  Dahlgren,  of  General  SigePs  staff,  had  made  a  dash  into  Fred- 
ericksburg a  few  days  before,  and  had  driven  out  what  little  force 
was  there,  and  I  was  told  by  General  Heintzelman  that  in  this  dash 
he  had  burned  some  bridges.  I  had  the  impression  that  he  had 
burned  these  very  railroad  bridges;  that  they  were  burned  then,  and 
not  before;  but  what  were  the  facts  in  that  matter  I  do  not  know.  On 
our  way  out  to  Warrenton  General  Haupt  had  consulted  me  as  to  the 
best  mode  of  organizing  a  corps  of  workmen  for  the  railroad  repair 
and  wharf  building.  I  told  him  there  were  two  regiments  of  engineer 
soldiers  here  under  the  charge  of  General  Woodbury,  already  organ- 
ized ;  that  they  were  composed  principally  of  mechanics  and  work- 
men; that  he  could  get  no  more  intelligent,  no  more  skilful,  no  better 
disciplined  men,  and  they  would  serve  both  as  guards  and  workmen ; 
and  I  advised  him  to  ask  General  Halleck  to  place  a  portion  of  them 
at  least  at  his  disposal,  and  to  order  them  to  Aquia  creek.  The  idea 
struck  him  favorably.  He  requested  it,  and  subsequently  orders  were 
given  to  send  down  this  engineer  brigade  under  General  Woodbury. 

I  did  not  see  at  that  time  General  Burnside's  letter  containing  his 
plan  of  campaign.  When  he  last  visited  this  city,  in  conversation 
with  me  on  this  subject,  he  expressed  some  surprise  that  I  had  not 
seen  it ;  he  thought  I  had  ;  and  he  then  read  it  to  me.  I  do  not  re- 
member how  the  question  of  his  pontoon  train  came  up  at  Warren- 
ton. My  own  recollection  of  the  circumstances  is  that  it  occurred  to 
me  that  if  he  was  going  to  Fredericksburg  he  would  want  pontoons, 
and  1  remember  that  I  wrote  in  pencil  an  order  to  General  Wood- 
bury to  call  on  the  quartermaster  at  Washington  for  transportation 
for  his  pontoons  to  Aquia  creek.  Being  under  the  impression  at  the 
time  that  the  bridges  were  up  near  Harper's  Ferry,  and  that  they 
would  have  to  be  transported  from  that  place,  I  thought  he  might 
need  canal-boats,  and  perhaps  horses,  to  tow  them  down  the  canal, 
and  steamers  to  take  them  from  Washington  to  Aquia  creek.  I  handed 
this  order  to  General  Halleck,  saying,  **  General  Woodbury  is  an 
engineer  ;  he  is  under  your  orders,  not  under  mine,  and  it  is  not 
proper,  therefore,  for  me  to  sign  this  order.  If  you  think  it  right,  I 
advise  you  to  sign  it."  He  signed  it,  and  it  was  sent  off  to  the  tele- 
graph office.  I  also  wrote  a  despatch  myself  to  the  quartermaster  in 
Baltimore,  who  was  under  my  orders,  directing  a  copy  to  be  handed 
in  transitu  to  the  quartermaster  here,  calling  on  him  to  send  a  hundred 
barges  as  soon  as  possible  to  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
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supplies  to  Aquia  creek  and  Belle  Plain.  These  barges  draw  but 
little  water  and  are  available  in  the  river  where  larger  vessels  cannot 
approach  the  shore.  General  Haupt  was  with  us.  He  required  no  di- 
rections, for  he  was  in  consultation  with  General  Burnside  and  Gen- 
eral Halleck,  He  had  everything  ready.  It  was  perfectly  well  un- 
derstood by  him  and  myself,  and  I  think  also  by  General  Halleck  and 
General  Burnside,  (though  I  do  not  think  it  was  a  subject  of  special 
conversation,)  that  nothing  could  be  done  at  Aquia  creek  until  we 
had  possession  of  it.  The  supplies,  under  protection  of  gunboats, 
could  lay  off  in  the  harbor,  but  could  not  land.  I  thought  the  engineer 
brigade  might  be  able  to  drive  off  the  enemy's  pickets  and  land,  and 
that,  I  believe,  was  done.  I  think  the  engineer  brigade  landed  at 
Aquia  creek  before  General  Burnside  reached  Falmouth,  and  that 
on  their  landing  the  enemy's  pickets  ran  away,  and  then  operations 
commenced.  I  was  of  opinion,  and  I  suppose  I  expressed  it  to  Gen- 
eral Halleck,  that  the  best  way  to  get  pontoons  and  pontoon  trains 
from  Washington  would  be  to  pack  the  flooring,  and  ropes,  and  an- 
chors, &c.,  of  the  bridges  in  the  pontoon  boats  and  tow  them  down 
the  river  by  steamer,  while  the  wagons,  on  which  they  are  ordinarily 
transported  when  moving  by  land,  with  their  horses  and  harness, 
should  march,  under  a  guard,  from  Alexandria  to  Aquia  creek,  there  to 
take  up  the  pontoons  and  transport  them  to  Falmouth  by  the  common 
road.  By  this  means  I  supposed  the  wagons  would  go  light,  and  would 
get  through  more  rapidly,  and  with  less  wear  and  tear  to  the  horses. 
I  returned  to  Washington  on  the  13th,  with  General  Halleck,  and 
I  do  not  think  I  had  any  discussion  with  him  on  that  subject  after  I 
returned.  I  do  not  think  I  saw  General  Halleck  again,  or  spoke  with 
him  about  the  transfer  of  ^the  pontoon  train.  I  did  see  General 
Woodbury.  He  called  at  my  office,  and  we  had  some  conversation. 
He  did  not,  as  I  remember,  ask  me  to  give  any  orders  or  do  anything, 
and  I  presumed  everything  was  going  on  satisfactorily.  I  asked  him 
when  he  would  go  down,  and  he  said  he  would  go  down  on  Sunday; 
I  do  not  remember  the  date,  but  it  was  the  Sunday  following  our 
visit  to  Warrenton,  (16th  November.)  He  and  Colonel  Ingalls,  and 
I  think  General  Haupt,  went  down  in  a  steamer  on  Monday  to  look 
at  the  place.  A  small  portion  of  the  engineer  brigade  had  gone  be- 
fore, as  I  understood.  I  have  since  asked  the  chief  quartermaster 
here,  since  the  complaint  which  has  been  made  on  this  subject,  what 
was  done  by  him,  and  he  tells  me  that  he  received  one  evening  a  re- 
quest from  General  Woodbury  to  have  two  steamers  ready  to  take 
six  companies  of  the  engineer  brigade  to  Aquia  creek,  I  think,  and  some 
to  Belle  Plain,  and  to  tow  down  some  pontoons  the  next  morning. 
He  answered  that  the  steamers  should  be  in  the  Eastern  Branch  ready 
for  him  by  daylight  next  morning,  and  they  were  there  at  the  time 
appointed.  The  preparation  of  the  train  and  getting  the  boats  into 
position,  I  am  told,  occupied  all  that  day,  and  the  night  was  dark  or 
foggy,  so  that  the  steamers  did  not  sail,  I  think,  until  the  next  morn- 
ing. One  of  them  got  aground  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  lay 
there  for  some  time  before  they  succeeded  in  getting  her  off,  and 
that  was  the  one  which  towed  this  fleet  of  pontoon  boats.     I  have 
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since  inquired  whether  he  had  heard  anything  in  regard  to  the  march 
of  the  pontoon  train  and  wagons,  and  he  told  me  that  the  wagon 
train  had  started  across  the  country,  but  a  rain  coming  on  in  the 
mean  time,  had  raised  the  streams;  the  roads  were  crooked  and  nar- 
row and  deep;  the  wagons  were  long,  unwieldy,  and  difficult  to  turn, 
and  they  failed  to  get  through;  and  that  the  wagon  train  finally  re- 
turned to  the  shore  somewhere,   and  took  a  boat  to  Aquia  creek. 
That  is  all  hearsay,  but  I  presume  it  is  correct.    The  supplies  were 
sent  down.     Barges  were  sent  here  from  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia, 
(we  could  not  get  enough  in  Baltimore, )  and  I  believe  the  army  has 
not  suffered  from  the  want  of  any  supplies.     As  soon  as  the  army 
reached  Falmouth  and  protected  the  line,  and  I  think  even  before  it 
opened  communication  with  Aquia  creek,  work  was  commenced  on  the 
railroad,  and  the  railroad  was  repaired.     The  large  wharf  of  a  thousand 
feet  in  length  has  been  entirely  reconstructed,  and  we  have  made 
preparations  for  building  other  wharves,  extending  the  railroad  down 
along  the  shore,  and  giving  increased  facilities  for  landing.     When 
General  Burnside  showed  me  his  plan  of  campaign  I  found,  as  I  re- 
member now,  that  there  was  provision  that  the  pontoons  themselves 
should  march  by  land  to  meet  him,  exactly  at  what  time  I  am  not 
able  to  say:  but  any  expectation  that  a  pontoon  train  should  be  at 
Falmouth  when  the  army  arrived  there  would  necessarily  be  disap- 
pointedt  in  my  opinion.     No  pontoon  train  could  go  to  Falmouth 
without  a  sufficient  guard  to  drive  out  the  enemy's  pickets,  and  if  it 
got  there  before    the  army,   the   enemy  would  have  captured  it. 
What  the  army  itself  did  not  do,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the 
guard  of  the  pontoon  train  should  do.     Hearing,  when  General  Burn- 
side  was  last  in  the  city,  that  there  were  complaints  on  this  subject — 
and  here  aUow  me  to  sa}^  that  the  quartermaster's  department,  which 
does  a  great  deal  for  the  army,  is  apt  to  be  held  responsible  for  every- 
thing that  is  not  done — hearing  that  it  was  blamed  for  the  failure  to 
get  the  pontoons  to  Falmouth  by  the  time  the  army  reached  that 
place,  I  replied  to  my  informant,  who  was  connected  with  the  press, 
that  the   quartermaster's  department  was  no  more  responsible  for 
the  march  of  a  pontoon  train  than  for  the  march  of  a  battery  of  ar- 
tillery or  of  a  regiment  of  infantry;  that  its  business  was  to  provide 
material  for  the  transportation  of  the  army,  and  it  had  done  so;  had 
filled  every  requisition,  and  I  have  heard  no  complaint  on  that  point. 
General  Burnside  came  to  see  me  a  few  minutes  after  this  gentleman 
left  my  room,  and  I  mentioned  to  him  that  I  had  just  been  told  that 
public  opinion  was  censuring  the  department.    He  laughed,  and  said  he 
not  only  had  no  complaint  to  make  against  the  officers  of  the  quar- 
termaster'b  or  commissary's  department,  but  he  was  surprised  that 
they  had  been  able  to  accomplish  so  much. 

Question.  Who  would  be  responsible  for  that  particular  duty  of 
getting  the  pontoons  over  there — General  Woodbury  ? 

Answer.  If  General  Woodbury  had  orders  from  General  Burnside, 
he  was  responsible  for  carrying  them  out  or  making  him  understand 
that  it  was  impracticable  to  carry  them  out.  The  march  of  au  army 
is  to  be  managed  by  its  commander.     When  a  general  undertakes  to 
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make  a  movemeDt  he  mtist  give  his  orders  himself,  as  General  Hal- 
leck  has  told  you.  Every  order  that  General  Burnside  requested 
from  me,  every  requisition  that  was  made  upon  me,  he  says  himself 
was  fully  and  promptly  satisfied.  If  you  want  my  opinion,  I  have  an 
opinion  on  the  subject,  not  as  to  anybody's  being  to  blame,  but  as  to 
what  the  facts  were.  I  think  there  was  a  mistake  made  in  expect- 
ing pontoons,  which,  I  believe,  at  the  time  were  at  Berlin  to  be  got 
to  Falmouth  while  the  army  made  two  and  a  half  days'  march.  I 
do  not  think  it  practicable.  A  march  of  100  miles  for  a  pontoon 
train  is  a  serious  matter,  whether  the  march  be  made  by  land  or  by 
water.  The  march  across  from  Warrenton,  after  the  army  was  fairly 
under  way,  ought  not,  I  suppose,  to  have  taken  over  two  days  and  a 
half,  and  I  do  not  think  it  did.  I  think  they  marched  rapidly,  and 
crossed  over  to  Falmouth  in  two  days  and  a  half.  From  what  little 
I  heard  of  the  discussion  between  General  Halleck  and  General  Burn- 
side — I  only  heard  a  part  of  it — I  expected  that  a  portion  of  General 
Burnside' s  army  would  cross  above  Fredericksburg,  and  I  think  he 
used  the  expression  that  within  twenty-four  or  forty-eight  hours,  I  do 
not  remember  which,  after  he  got  permission  to  move,  his  cavalry 
would  be  in  Fredericksburg,  the  main  body  of  his  army,  however, 
not  crossing  above,  but  crossing  at  Falmouth. 


List  of  catualtiei  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac  during  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg, Va.,  December,  1862. 


Wounded. 

KUled. 

Missing. 

Total. 

Centre  grand  division 

Left  grand  division 

Right  grand  division 

Engineers 

2,469 

2,430 

4,159 

43 

327 
338 
480 

7 

748 

1,531 

855 

100 

3,548 

4,679 

5,494 

50 

Total 

9,101 

1,152 

3,234 

13, 771 

Treated  in  hospital 1, 630 

Killed 1, 152 


2,782 


There  is  little  doubt  that  the  aggregate  of  cases  returned  as  treated 
in  hospital  and  the  returns  of  killed  will  cover  the  whole  amount  of 
disabling  casualties  occurring  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  De- 
cember 14. 

The  return  of  kiUed  may  be  too  small,  but  the  other  amount  (to 
wit,  1,630)  is.  without  doubt,  sufficiently  liberal  to  compensate  any 
such  deficiency. 

THS.  F.  PERLBY, 

Mediocd  Inspector  General. 
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IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Jasuaet  5,  1863. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Trumbull  made  the  following 

REPORT. 

[To  acoompanj  S.  B.  No.  114.] 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Hon.  Perry  E.  Brocchus,  praying  compensation  as  associate  jtistice 
cf  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Staies  for  the  Territory  of  New 
MexioOy  report: 

That  upon  examination  the  committee  find  that  the  memorialist, 
Perry  E.  Brocchus,  was,  on  the  7th  day  of  January,  1861,  nomi- 
nated as  an  associate  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  and  on  the  24th  day  of  the 
same  month  confirmed  by  the  Senate  to  that  office. 

The  memorialist  shows  that,  as  he  was  by  law  bound  to  do  (see  2 
Stat,  at  Large,  788)  on  receiving  his  appointment,  he  relinquished 
and  declined  all  professional  business,  and  became  entirely  dependent 
on  the  emoluments  of  the  ofiice  to  which  he  had  been  commissioned. 

The  winter  at  that  time  prevailing  was  of  such  severity  that  it 
made  the  journey  across  the  plains  to  New  Mexico  one  of  great  dif- 
ficulty and  peril :  but  the  memorialist  represents  that  he  used  due 
diligence  in  preparing  to  go  to  his  post  of  duty  as  soon  as  it  could  be 
safely  done,  and  for  that  purpose  purchased  an  ambulance,  mules, 
horses,  &c.,  which  he  was  afterwards  obliged  to  dispose  of  at  a  great 
sacrifice. 

On  the  30th  day  of  April,  in  the  same  year,  as  memorialist  was 
setting  out  for  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  he  was  superseded  and 
removed  from  office. 

Afterwards,  as  memorialist  shows,  he  applied  to  the  First  Auditor 
of  the  United  States  Treasury  to  furnish  to  the  Comptroller  thereof 
his  account  for  his  salary  from  the  24th  of  January,  1861,  to  the  30th 
of  April  following,  which,  for  that  space  of  time,  being  three  months 
and  six  days,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  sixty-five  dol- 
lars, at  the  yearly  salary  of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars. — (See  10  Stat, 
at  Large,  page  311.)  The  First  Auditor  refused  compliance  with  this 
request  upon  the  ground  that  the  memorialist  had  never  taken  the 
oath  of  office,  which,  by  law,  (see  9  Stat,  at  Large,  451,)  can  only  be 
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taken  in  the  Territory,  and  which  he  could  not  take  on  account  of  his 
removal  from  oflSce  before  he  could  arrive  in  the  Territory.  The  only 
reason  assigned  by  the  Comptroller,  to  whom  an  appeal  from  the 
First  Auditor  was  taken,  and  whose  written  report  in  the  case  is 
among  the  papers,  for  the  refusal  to  pay  the  memorialist  his  claim,  is 
the  non-compliance  by  the  memorialist  with  the  strict  letter  of  the 
statute  in  not  taking  the  oath  of  office. 

The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  memorialist  has  pre- 
sented a  sufficient  cause  for  equitable  relief,  and  therefore  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  joint  resolution. 
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January  13,  1863  — Oi-dered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  CoLLAMER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT. 

The  Committee  an  the  Libi^ary,  to  whom  tvas  referred  the  message  of'  the 
Premdeiit  of  the  United  States  transmitting  the  correspondence  relative 
to  certain  valuable  pnUications  jyresenied  to  the  Library  of  Congress  by 
the  trustees  of  the  British  Museum^  have  hod  the  same  under  considera- 
tion^ and  note  respectfully  report : 

That  the  books  referred  to  in  that  correspondence  have  been 
received  in  the  library  of  Congress,  and  the  librarian  has  been  in- 
structed to  thank  the  trustees  for  their  generous  donation. 

The  committee  ask  to  be  discharged  from  further  consideration  of 
this  matter. 
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IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


JAHUA.RT  14,  1863. — Ordered  to  be  prioted. 


Mr.  Saulsburt  made  the  following 

KEPORT. 

[To  aooompany  bill  S.  No.  422.] 

The  Committee  on  Patents^  to  whom  tvas  referred  the  petition  of  Phebe 
Ann  Fiskj  executrix  of  Almond  D,  Fish,  praying  for  rdi^,  and  the 
bin  accompanying  the  same,  report : 

That  it  appears  from  the  evidence  in  the  case  that  the  husband  of 
the  petitioner  received  a  patent  on  the  14th  of  November,  1848,  as 
the  inventor  of  a  metallic  coffin,  or  burial  case :  that  after  the  issue 
of  said  patent,  and  to  enable  him  to  commence  the  manufacture  of 
said  cases,  he  erected  buildings  and  provided  machinery  at  an  ex- 
pense of  over  $10,000;  that  in  the  fall  of  1849  the  said  buildings 
were  in  the  night  time  destroyed  by  fire,  together  with  nearly  all  his 
machinesry,  tools,  and  the  cases  in  process  of  finishing;  that  by  this 
calamity  the  said  Almond  D.  Fisk  lost  his  entire  capital,  and  that  by 
exposure  at  the  time  of  the  fire  he  took  a  severe  cold,  from  the  effects 
of  which  he  died  in  the  month  of  October,  1850,  leaving  a  widow, 
this  petitioner,  and  four  infant  children. 

That,  after  the  said  fire,  and  before  the  death  of  the  said  Almond 
D.  Fisk,  he  borrowed  about  the  sum  of  $15,000  to  enable  him  to 
erect  other  buildings  and  procure  other  machinery,  stock,  Ac,  to  se- 
cure the  payment  of  which  sum  he  mortgaged  his  patent  and  build- 
ings in  course  of  erection,  machinery,  and  stock;  that,  in  September, 
1850,  he  put  the  mortgagors  into  possession  of  the  mortgaged  prop- 
erty; that  the  assignees  of  the  original  mortgagors  surrendered  the 
patent  and  obtained  a  reissue  on  the  6th  day  of  March,  1860,  for  the 
remainder  of  the  term  it  had  to  run;  that,  before  the  expiration  of 
the  said  term,  the  petitioner  applied  to  the  Commissioner  of  Patents 
for  an  extension  of  the  patent  for  seven  years,  as  it  stood  upon  the 
record;  that  the  Commissioner  decided  that  he  could  not  extend  the 
reissued  patent  of  1860,  but  this  decision  was  made  only  a  few  days 
before  the  expiration  of  the  original  patent,  so  that  sufficient  time 
was  not  left  to  give  the  required  notice  of  application  for  the  exten- 
sion of  said  original  patent.  And  the  committee  further  report  that 
it  appears  from  the  evidence  in  the  case  that  the  said  invention  has 
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been  valuable  to  the  public  and  profitable  to  the  said  assignees,  bat 
that  the  widow  and  children  of  the  said  Almond  D.  Fisk  have  never 
received  any  benefit  therefrom,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  sum  as 
a  gratuity  from  said  assignees. 

The  committee  therefore  report  back  the  bill  referred  to  them  in 
this  case  with  an  amendment,  and  recommend  its  passage. 
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37th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  j  Rep.  Com. 

3d  Session.       j  (    No.  75. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Jaruabt  15,  1863.— Ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  docaments. 


Mr.  Morrill,  from  the  special  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  facts  relative  to  the  chartering  of  transport  vessels  for  the 
Banks  expedition,  and  the  character  of  the  men  employed  to  navi- 
gate them,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT  m  PART. 

The  select  committee  of  the  Senate  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  chartering 
of  transport  vessds  for  the  Banks  expedition^  and  also  in  regard  to  the 
employment  of  transports  generally,  report  in  part,  to  tvit,  as  to  the 
Banks  expedition: 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate : 

^^Besolved,  That  a  select  committee  of  three  members  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  and  report  to  the  Senate  the  facts,  including  brokerage, 
in  regard  to  the  chartering  of  transport  vessels  for  the  Banks  expe- 
dition; the  seaworthiness  of  such  vessels,  and  the  character  of  the 
men  employed  to  navigate  them;  and  that  they  be  empowered  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers.'' 

"Besolved,  That  the  select  committee  of  the  Senate  appointed  on 
the  22d  instant  to  inquire  into  the  matter  of  chartering  transport 
vessels  for  the  Banks  expedition  be  also  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
manner  of  the  employment  of  transports  generally  by  the  quarter- 
masters of  the  array,  or  by  the  agents  of  the  War  Department;  the 
rates  at  which  they  were  engaged,  by  whom,  for  what  purpose,  and 
for  how  long  a  time.'' 

Acting  upon  the  precedence  apparently  given  in  the  resolutions  to 
the  subject-matter  of  inquiry,  the  committee  at  once  proceeded  to 
New  York,  where  the  expedition  referred  to  was  fitted  out,  as  the 
place  most  favorable  for  despatch  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

The  enterprise  was  completed  in  the  mouths  of  November  and  De- 
cember last,  and  the  expedition  sailed  from  New  York  on  the  14th  of 
the  latter  month;  the  fleet  comprising  twenty-six  steam-vessels  of  all 
descriptions  and  twenty-five  sail- vessels,  chartered  and  fitted  for  the 
voyage  at  New  York. 

The  vessels  were  selected  and  chartered,  under  the  authority  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  by  Cornelius  Vanderbilt.  of  New  York,  he  stipu- 
lating as  a  condition  of  his  accepting  the  trust  that  he  was  not  ex- 
pected to  receive  compensation  therefor.     Commodore  Van  Brunt,  of 
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the  United  States  navy,  was  ordered  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
to  report  to  Oeneral  Banks  at  New  York  ''for  special  service  in  the 
supervision  and  outfit  of  the  transport  fleet  of  the  expedition,"  and 
was  authorissed  by  Oeneral  Banks  to  avail  himself  of  the  assistance 
of  Charles  H.  Haswell,  of  New  York,  an  engineer  by  profession,  and 
surveyor  of  steamers  for  the  underwriters  in  the  cities  of  New  York, 
Boston,  and  Philadelphia,  and  Lloyd's,  London. 

These  persons  are  regarded  by  the  committee  as  the  responsible 
parties  and  authorized  agents  of  the  government  for  the  fitting  out  of 
the  transport  fleet  of  the  expedition.  The  scope  of  their  combined 
authority  comprehended  the  chartering,  inspecting,  fitting,  super- 
vising, and  all  needful  preparations  for  the  safe  embarkation  of  the 
troops. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  two  classes  of  vessels,  steam  and  sail,  were 
employed  in  nearly  equal  numbers.  It  is  believed  that  both  economy 
and  safety  would  have  dictated  the  employment  of  a  larger  propor- 
tion of  the  latter;  but  it  is  not  improbable  that  these  considerations 
were  held  to  be  subordinate,  to  some  extent  at  least,  to  a  real  or  sup- 
posed necessity  for  despatch  in  the  movement  of  the  expedition,  and 
to  that  extent  would  abate  the  force  of  the  criticism  otherwise  deemed 
not  unjust. 

The  sail- vessels  were  generally  of  the  first  class,  and  were  char- 
tered at  fair  rates — such,  under  the  terms  of  their  charters,  as  would 
be  regarded  reasonable  for  the  merchant  service,  and  in  this  latter 
respect  are  understood  to  contrast  favorably  with  similar  charters 
theretofore  made  in  behalf  of  the  government. 

The  steam-vessels  are  divided  into  two  or  three  classes :  the  steam- 
ships or  sea-going;  the  steam-tug,  and  those  suited  and  designed  for 
inland  navigation.  The  former  were  doubtless  well  adapted  to  the 
service  contemplated.  Of  this  class  were  the  steamers  Illinois,  Em- 
pire City,  North  Star,  &c.  The  latter,  it  is  clear,  were  not  well 
suited  to  the  service  required.  Of  this  class  were  the  Niagara,  M. 
Sanford,  &c. 

In  reply  to  our  inquiry  whether  this  class  of  vessels  was  fit  for  an 
expedition  beyond  Cape  Hatteras,  Mr.  Haswell  stated  that  '*they 
would  be  under  very  favorable  circumstances :  if  they  should  not  meet 
with  bad  weather  and  be  so  skilfully  managed  as  to  take  advantage 
of  lulls  between  blows,  and  of  smooth  weather."  Commodore  Van 
Brunt  stated  :  /'I  told  Mr.  Yanderbilt  that  these  small  vessels  were 
not  such  as  I  would  have  selected.  If  I  had  had  the  fitting  out  of 
these  vessels,  I  would  not  have  taken  any  of  these  small  vessels  or 
river  steamers." 

The  selection  of  such  vessels  for  such  service  apparently  implies  a 
want  of  that  skill  and  forecast  which  the  government  had  a  right  to 
expect  in  those  who  share  its  confidence  and  accept  places  of  respon- 
sibility. Only  one  explanation  at  all  relieving  this  view  of  the  case 
is  suggested,  and  that  springs  from  the  supposed  divided  responsi- 
bilities and  duties  of  the  agents  under  the  circumstances.  Mr.  Van- 
derbilt  undertook  to  select  and  charter  the  vessels  :  the  supervision 
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and  outfit  were  confided  to  Commodore  Van  Brunt,  he  to  avail  him- 
self of  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Haswell. 

It  needs  to  be  remarked  that  the  destination  of  the  fleet  was  known 
only  to  Mr.  Vanderbilt  and  the  commanding  general.  It  would  seem 
to  follow  that  the  selecting  and  chartering  of  the  vessels  would  be 
done  with  that  knowledge  which  would  qualify  for,  if  it  did  not  natu- 
rally suggest,  an  inquiry  into  their  fitness  and  adaptation;  while  the 
inspecting  and  supervising  would  take  place  under  circumstances  less 
favorable  to  such  inquiry,  and  not  calculated  to  provoke  it.  Mr.  Van- 
derbilt seems  to  have  acted  upon  the  supposition  that  his  duties  were 
performed  when  a  sufficient  number  of  transports  had  been  secured  to 
meet  the  demands  as  they  arose,  leaving  the  question  of  seawor- 
thiness, fitness,  Ac,  to  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  inspect  them, 
quite  forgetful  of  the  essential  fact  that  seaworthiness  and  fitness 
would  depend  in  good  degree  upon  the  service  required — a  fact  im- 
portant for  them  to  know.  On  the  other  hand,  Commodore  Van  Brunt 
appears  to  have  contented  himself  with  performing  his  duty  with  the 
light  he  had,  upon  the  supposition  that  the  vessels  had  been  selected 
with  reference  to  the  service  for  which  ^^ey  were  fitted,  without  in- 
quiring into  the  character  of  that  service.  Thus  it  is  not  difficult  to 
understand  how  the  selection  of  that  class  of  vessels  occurred. 

Whether  it  was  not  incumbent  on  Mr.  Vanderbilt,  who  possessed 
the  information,  to  exercise  his  judgment  of  the  fitness  of  the  vessels 
for  the  service  designed,  or  to  impart  that  knowledge  to  those  whose 
duty  it  was  to  inspect,  &c.,  and  whether  Commodore  Van  Brunt, 
seeing  these  two  classes  employed,  one  of  which  was  unsuited  to  sea- 
going, should  have  applied  to  the  commanding  general  for  the  neces- 
sary information  to  enable  him  to  determine  the  question  of  fitness, 
is  worthy  of  serious  consideration,  for  future  guidance  at  least. 

Whatever  of  disaster  may  be  disclosed  or  peril  involved,  attributable 
to  this  supposed  omission,  it  is  but  just  to  say  that  no  suspicion  rests 
upon  the  rectitude  of  the  intentions  of  either  party.  The  committee 
deem  it  important  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  disclosed  by  this  inquiry, 
and  which  is  not  understood  to  be  peculiar  to  this  expedition,  that 
the  number  of  troops  placed  on  board  these  transports  was  greatly 
disproportioned  to  the  number  permitted  by  law  in  the  case  of  pas- 
sengers in  emigrant  vessels.  Upon  the  supposition  that  the  provisions 
of  the  law  referred  to  were  based  upon  rules  necessary  to  be  observed 
for  the  health  and  safety  of  persons  under  such  circumstances,  it  is 
believed  that  greater  precautions  should  be  observed  by  those  having 
the  supervision  of  this  branch  of  the  service. 

In  the  case  of  the  Niagara,  other  questions  arose,  touching  the 
condition  of  the  vessel,  the  responsibility  of  the  owner  for  it,  the 
inspection,  supervision,  and  outfit. 

She  was  built  for  the  northern  lake  service  in  1845,  and  rebuilt  in 
1849;  was  employed  there  as  a  passenger  boat  until  within  the  last 
two  or  three  years,  when  she  was  regarded  as  unfit  for  use  and  laid 
by.  In  this  condition  she  was  purchased  by  her  present  owner  for 
about  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  brought  to  New  York  the  past 
season.     In  July  last  Mr.  Haswell  made  an  examination  of  her,  found 
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some  of  her  timbers  soft,  and  reported  her  accordingly  to  the  under- 
writers.    She  was  chartered  by  Mr.  Vanderbilt,  on  the  representation 
•of  the  owner  that  she  .was    **  a  first-quality  vessel/'   he  paying  the 
.price  for  such  vessel. 

Mr.  Haswell  states  that  he  made  but  a  partial  inspection  of  her, 
relying  upon  the  statement  of  the  owner  that  **ho  had  repaired  her 
to  all  necessary  extent.''  She  left  New  York  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  14th  of  December,  having  on  board  450  men  of  the  50th  Mas- 
sachusetts regiment,  with  commissary  stores  and  baggage  of  the 
regiment,  and  on  the  following  day,  in  the  forenoon,  put  into  the 
Delaware  breakwater,  having  encountered,  during  the  night,  some 
difficulty  in  her  smoke-pipe  and  in  the  planking  of  her  deck,  and  the 
military  officers  on  board  protesting  against  her  proceeding  further 
on  her  voyage.  Here  she  was  inspected  in  her  hull  by  Mr.  Zane, 
inspector  for  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,  who  considered 
her  unseaworthy,  condemned  her  as  unsafe,  and  notified  the  captain 
not  to  attempt  to  proceed  on  her  voyage  with  the  troops.  Upon 
further  examination,  Mr.  Zane  stated  that  *'be  found  her  main-deck 
beams  and  carlines  in  bad  condition,  and  rotten.' '  The  troops  were 
finally  disembarked.  The  Committee  can  but  regard  the  transaction 
on  the  part  of  the  owner  of  the  Niagara  as  unjustifiable.  Of  the  un- 
seaworthiness of  the  Niagara,  and  her  unfitness  for  the  service  for 
which  she  was  chartered,  there  is  little  room  for  doubt. 

The  knowledge  of  her  history,  price  paid,  the  partial  repairs,  the 
representations  of  her  **  quality''  when  securing  a  charter,  the  prob- 
able knowledge  of  the  report  of  the  inspector  to  the  underwriters, 
in  July,  tend  strongly  to  show  the  owner  conscious  of  the  character 
of  the  vessel  as  subsequently  disclosed,  and  a  failure  on  his  part  t<: 
remember  his  duty  to  his  country,  and  especially  to  the  troops  who 
were  imperilled  in  his  avidity  for  the  profits  of  a  charter. 

It  is  difficult  to  perceive  how  this  vessel  could  have  passed  the 
ordeal  designed  for  the  protection  of  the  public,  consistent  with  that 
alacrity  and  faithfulness  in  the  discharge  of  duty  which  the  gov- 
ernment has  a  right  to  expect  from  those  to  whom  important  trusts 
are  confided.  The  duty  of  the  general  ** supervision  and  outfit"  was 
devolved  upon  Commodore  Van  Brunt,  assisted  by  Mr.  Haswell. 
He  confided  the  inspection  of  the  vessels  to  Mr.  Haswell,  and  he, 
confiding  in  the  representations  of  her  owner  as  to  her  condition  and 
state  of  repairs,  made  but  a  partial  inspection  of  her.  It  may  well 
be  doubted  whether  the  responsibility  that  attached  to  the  special 
trust  of  Commodore  Van  Brunt  could  be  wholly  devolved  upon  another, 
and  also  whether  the  duty  implied  in  the  employment  of  Mr.  Haswell 
could  be  properly  waived  on  the  representations  of  the  owner  of  the 
vessel.  That  there  was  in  this  case  a  misconception  of  duty,  at 
least,  in  allowing  the  'Niagara  to  proceed  on  her  voyage  with  a  large 
number  of  troops  and  stores  on  board,  is  quite  apparent;  also  from 
the  character  of  the  report  of  her  by  Mr.  Haswell  to  Commodore 
Van  Brunt,  in  which  the  word  **fair"  is  used  in  relation  to  her  **  con- 
dition and  seaworthiness,"  in  contradistinction  to  '*good"  in  other 
cases. 
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The  act  of  Congress  of  12th  of  February  last  contemplates  the 
detailing  of  ** three  competent  naval  officers  for  the  service  of  the 
War  Department  in  the  inspection  of  transport  vessels.''  It  was 
obviously  the  design  of  this  enactment  to  secure  to  the  government 
the  services  of  persons  who  should  be  responsible  to  it  by  official 
relation.  Its  importance  is  illustrated  in  this  instance  in  the  em- 
ployment of  Mr.  Haswell,  instead  of  detaching  an  engineer  and  con- 
structor in  the  naval  service,  who  would  share  the  responsibility  with 
Commodore  Van  Brunt. 

Although  absolved  from  the  obligations  of  the  charter,  the  govern- 
ment may  not  be  indifferent  to  a  transaction  so  detrimental  to  the 
public  service,  the  tendency  of  which  is  so  fatal  to  the  success  of  the 
efforts  it  is  making  to  vindicate  its  authority  against  the  assaults  of 
open  enemies. 

The  owner,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  is  fairly  chargeable  by  the  gov- 
ernment with  the  damages  consequent  upon  delay,  disembarkation  of 
troops,  &c.,  not  to  mention  the  more  weighty  consideration  of  the 
exposure  of  the  troops  and  hazards  to  the  expedition. 

There  is  discoverable  from  the  facts  elicited  in  this  inquiry  a  prac- 
tice supposed  to  have  obtained  to  some  extent  in  this  class  of  trans- 
actions, greatly  to  the  prejudice  of  the  government,  detrimental  to 
the  service,  and  of  evil  tendency  everyway,  namely:  the  intervention 
of  middle-men — sort  of  self-constituted  and  officially  unrecognized 
agents — ^between  the  government  agents  and  the  owners  of  vessels, 
by  which  competition  is  prevented  and  a  commission  imposed  upon 
the  owner.  In  all  such  cases  the  government  suffers  in  two  ways: 
by  being  deprived  of  the  competition,  without  which  the  rates  must 
always  be  more  or  less  arbitrary,  and  by  being  compelled  to  bear  a 
portion,  at  least,  of  such  imposition  on  the  owner.  All  needful  pre- 
cautions seem  to  have  been  observed  in  this  instance  by  the  govern- 
ment for  its  own  protection  and  that  of  the  ship-owners.  The  con- 
tracts for  transport  vessels  were  to  be  effected  by  Mr.  Vanderbilt, 
who  voluntarily  undertook  this  service  without  compensation,  actuated 
by  a  desire  to  aid  the  government.  He  states  that  **he  did  not  em- 
ploy any  broker, "  but  **  endeavored  in  every  case  to  deal  directly 
with  the  parties.''  To  aid  him  he  employed  Mr.  T.  J.  Southard, 
recommended  to  him  as  **  having  had  experience  in  fitting  up  horse 
ships,"  and  who  had^  an  interest  in  several  ships  which  he  was  de- 
sirous of  chartering.  In  regard  to  Mr.  Southard's  employment,  Mr. 
Vanderbilt  states:  '*  I  said' to  him,  'I  want  you  to  understand  that  I 
feel  a  strong  interest  in  this  controversy  that  we  have  got  into,  and 
I  feel  it  to  be  a  duty  to  my  country  to  do  it  all  the  service  I  can.  I 
am  going  to  do  it  voluntarily,  without  any  pay.  How  do  you  feel  on 
that  ?  We  ought  to  find  patriotism  enough  in  our  country  to  do 
something  for  it,  without  everybody  making  money  out  of  the  funds 
of  the  government.'  He  says:  *I  will  give  my  time  to  government, 
without  any  pay,  to  help  you  with  this  thing.  There  will  be  no  com- 
mission nor  anything  of  the  kind  charged.'  Now,  whether  he  has 
conformed  to  that,  is  for  him  to  answer." 
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Mr.  Southard's  statement  of  his  employment  is  in  harmony  with  the 
above. 

Now,  it  will  be  seen  from  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Southard  and  that 
of  his  son,  that  a  commission  of  five  per  cent,  in  most  cases,  and  of 
six  and  a  quarter  in  the  other  cases,  was  exacted  from  the  owners  of 
the  vessels  chartered.  It  is  assumed  that  it  was  a  commission  to  the 
firm  of  **  Southard,  Wright  &  Hussey,  ship-brokers;''  but  Mr.  South- 
ard, of  that  firm,  the  son  of  T.  J.  Southard,  states  that  *^the  owners 
ofiered  their  vessels  through  my  father,  and  he  took  them  through 
us;  don't  know  why  it  was  so  done.  I  received  the  commission  money, 
and  gave  receipts  in  the  name  of  my  father." 

There  is  little  evidence  to  justify  such  assumption,  and  the  com- 
mittee are  compelled  to  regard  the  transaction  in  relation  to  the  com- 
missions as  the  act  of  T.  J.  Southard,  in  no  essential  particular  re- 
lieved by  the  manner  in  which  it  was  effected.  He  must  be  regarded 
as  the  agent  of  the  government,  bound  to  respect  its  faith  and  honor, 
and  to  deal  with  those  who  had  business  with  it  as  becomes  the  char- 
acter of  the  nation.  It  is  needless  to  add  that  to  require  the  pay- 
ment of  commissions  by  those  who  offered  their  vessels  was  to  violate 
the  express  stipulations  of  his  employment,  and  would  have  been 
equally  a  violation  of  the  policy  of  the  government  in  the  absence  of 
such  stipulation.  The  imposition  of  the  commission  was  wholly  un- 
authorized by  any  facts  known  to  exists  paid  without  consideration, 
and  should  be  refunded  to  the  owners  where  received,  and  retained 
by  government  for  the  owners  in  cases  where  payment  has  not  been 
made.  The  transaction  is  clearly  within  the  intent  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  July  16,  1862,  to  prevent  officers  of  the  government  from 
taking  considerations  for  procuring  contracts. 

The  terms  of  the  charters  of  the  steam-vessels  are  understood  to 
compare  favorably  with  those  effected  by  the  government  in  similar 
transactions.  But  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  as  a  general  proposition, 
that  higher  rates  are  demanded  and  paid  for  government  service  than 
are  received  in  the  ordinary  employment  of  such  vessels.  This  is 
attributable,  doubtless,  in  part,  to  the  character  and  conditions  of  the 
service  and  the  demand  created  by  the  new  and  additional  employ- 
ment, but,  in  the  main,  is  the  result  of  the  method  pursued  for  pro- 
curing the  charters,  which  has  had  the  effect  to  shut  out  competition. 
The  remedy  suggested,  and  to  which  much  importance  is  attached,  is 
that  of  inviting  competition,  giving  the  ship-owners  of  the  country 
an  opportunity  to  make  proposals,  without  instructions  of  government 
agents,  and  an  enforcement  of  the  law  which  imposes  fine  and  im- 
prisonment upon  those  in  the  employment  of  the  government  who, 
for  a  consideration,  procure  contracts  of  any  description. 

The  committee  report  the  following  testimony. 
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TAKSH   BIIOBI 

THE   SELECT   COMMITTEE 


APPOIITED 


By  virtue  of  a  resduLion  (f  the  Senate  qf  the  United  States  adopted  2>e- 
oemher  22,  1862,  and  also  a  resolution  adopted  Deoember  23,  1862,  to 
inquire  into  the  manner  of  the  employment  of  transport  vessels  for  the 
Banks  expedition,  do. 


Washington,  Saturday,  December  27,  1862. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  John  W.  Locke,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as 
follows  : 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  State  your  name,  age,  residence,  and  occupation. 

Answer.  My  name  is  John  W.  Locke  ;  my  age  is  thirty-one  years  ; 
my  residence  South  Reading,  Massachusetts  ;  I  have  been  lieutenant 
colonel  of  the  fiftieth  regiment  of  Massachusetts  volunteers. 

Question.  State  whether  you,  with  your  regiment,  or  part  of  your 
regiment,  recently  embarked  on  the  transport  ship  Niagara.  If  so, 
from  what  port  ? 

Answer.  We  went  on  board  the  steamship  Niagara  on  Friday,  De- 
cember 12,  between  the  hours  of  three  and  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, at  New  York. 

Question.  What  part  of  your  regiment  went  on  board  the  Niagara? 

Answer.  Companies  B,  C,  D,  F,  and  6,  making  about  four  hundred 
and  fifty  men. 

Question.  Who  had  command  of  the  vessel  ? 

Answer.   Captain  John  Dorry. 

Question.  How  soon  after  you  embarked  did  she  sail  ? 

Answer.  We  sailed  not  many  minutes  from  two  o'clock  Sunday 
afternoon. 

Question.  Detail,  if  you  please,  what  occurred  during  your  voyage, 
from  the  time  you  left  the  harbor  of  New  York,  and  while  you  were 
on  board  the  Niagara. 

Answer.  Perhaps  it  would  be  proper  for  me  to  first  state  that  six 
companies  were  ordered  to  go  on  board  ;  but  we  protested  against  more 
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than  five  companies  going,  and  the  captain  of  the  ship  said  if  the 
other  company  was  coming  aboard  he  would  not  go  to  sea.  Conse- 
quently, the  colonel  called  on  General  Andrews,  to  whom  we  had  to 
report,  as  we  were  under  his  command,  and  told  him  the  circum- 
stances, and  he  sent  him  down  to  Commodore  Van  Brunt.  Commo* 
dore  Van  Brunt  went  aboard,  and  decided  that  we  must  go  aboard, 
but  he  did  not  think  there  ought  to  be  more  than  five  hundred  men 
put  on  her.  Consequently  they  ordered  back  one  company — com- 
pany H — which  is  now  in  New  York.  The  captain  of  the  boat 
refused  to  take  all  our  baggage  on  board,  and  that  was  sent  and  put 
on  board  of  another  ship.  After  we  started  from '  New  York,  we 
experienced  very  pleasant  weather  indeed.  About  midnight  I  woke 
up,  and  I  noticed  that  she  was  laboring  very  heavily,  and  seemed  to 
make  but  very  little  headway.  I  think  she  stopped  once  or  twice  in 
the  night,  not  because  there  was  any  trouble,  but  to  get  soundings, 
or  something  of  the  kind.  But  I  noticed  that,  although  it  was  very 
smooth,  when  she  went  down  into  the  trough  of  the  sea  she  was  very 
sluggish  to  gather  herself  again,  and  rather  worked  down  on  one 
side — the  port  side,  I  think.  I  am  not  versed  in  these  things,  but  I 
think  it  was  on  the  port  side.  Some  time  in  the  night — I  cannot 
state  distinctly  at  what  time — there  was  a  little  sea,  or  wave,  came 
and  hoisted  up  three  planks  right  abaft  the  wheel,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing we  discovered  the  decayed  timbers  under  there  ;  and  I  think  she 
took  in  two  or  three  hogsheads  of  water  in  the  bow,  from  what  cause 
I  could  not  say.  When  we  got  up,  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, I  went  out,  and  saw  she  was  putting  towards  land.  I  inquired 
where  we  were  going  to,  and  some  one  told  me  the  captain  was  put- 
ting into  Delaware  breakwater.  I  asked  for  what  cause,  and  he  said 
the  ^am-pipe  blowing  oS  had  burst,  and  it  would  be  necessary  to 
make  some  port  for  repairs.  I  understand  since  then  that  the  engi- 
neer reported  to  the  captain,  just  before  going  into  Delaware  break- 
water, that,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  could  proceed  ;  that  is, 
he  had  so  repaired  the  engine  that  he  could  proceed  on  his  voyage. 
At  any  rate,  she  went  in  there  and  anchored.  Before  we  got  into 
the  breakwater,  there  was  some  waste  caught  fire  that  had  been 
thrown  down  around  the  smoke-pipe.  The  captain  of  the  ship  asked 
our  major,  he  being  the  handiest  man  to  him,  to  bring  some  water  to 
him  to  put  it  out.  I  don't  know  as  this  fire  endangered  anything,  as 
they  put  it  out ;  but  if  it  had  been  in  the  night,  I  don't  know  what 
would  have  happened.  He  brought  the  water  down,  and  they  put 
the  fire  out.  After  we  anchored  in  Delaware  breakwater,  the  colonel 
of  the  regiment,  I  think,  asked  the  captain  what  made  her  lean  over 
so  on  her  port  side,  and  he  said  (I  don't  know  as  I  am  correct  as  to 
the  term)  that  the  spawning  or  sponsiling,  which  is  put  on  the  side  to 
make  it  more  binding,  had  got  to  leaking.  That  was  supposed  to  be 
air-tight,  but  it  had  got  filled  with  water.  I  do  not  know  it  to  be  a 
fact,  but  I  suppose  that  they  put  in  there  on  account  of  repairing 
that,  or  getting  the  water  out.  While  we  were  lying  there  one  com- 
pany of  our  regiment  was  down  in  the  hold.  There  was  just  room 
enough  for  them  down   there.     After   they  discovered   these  rotten 
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timbers  where  the  waves  took  off  the  three  planks,  that  made  them 
look  down  below.  One  of  company  B's  men  tore  off  a  little  of  the 
casings,  and  when  he  tore  it  off  he  just  stuck  his  finger  right  up  into 
the  beam.  I  here  present  to  the  committee  a  specimen  of  the  wood 
in  the  timbers.  [Presenting  a  number  of  fragments  of  rotten  wood. 
Most  of  these  pieces  are  from  one  of  the  main  timbers.  I  present 
this  as  part  of  my  testimony.  The  surgeon  of  the  regiment  took 
that  piece  out  [indicating  a  piece]  and  handed  it  to  me.  I  have  seen 
similar  pieces,  and  have  taken  them  off  myself. 

Question.  Is  that  a  fair  specimen  of  the  timbers  of  the  ship  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  should  think  it  was. 

Question.  (By  Mr.  Kennedy.)  Was  much  of  that  exposed  ? 

Answer.  It  was  all  cased  over.  These  timbers,  running  across  the 
ship,  were  cased  over  and  painted. 

Question.  With  fresh  paint  ? 

Answer.  It  looked  new.  I  was  struck  with  the  newness  of  the 
paint.  They  went  to  the  ends  first,  where  they  ripped  off  the  casing, 
and  there  is  where  they  saw  this  rotten  wood.  Company  B's  men 
being  in  the  hold,  discovered  these  rotten  timbers,  and  reported  to 
the  captain,  and  the  captain  to  the  colonel.  The  colonel  went  down 
and  made  an  investigation,  and  he  found  four  timbers  at  that  time 
decayed.  He  came  up  and  had  a  consultation  with  the  major  and 
surgeon  of  the  regiment  as  to  what  was  best  to  do.  After  we  went 
in,  we  called  two  of  company  B's  men  who  were  in  the  hold,  one 
of  whom  has  been  mate  on  a  ship,  and  the  other  master  of  a  vessel. 
We  put  them  on  their  oath,  and  they  testified.  They  said,  without 
being  biassed  by  any  remarks  made,  that  they  did  not  consider  her 
a  seaworthy  ship.  Colonel  Messer,  the  colonel  of  the  regiment,  took 
Captain  Dorry  down  and  showed  him  some  of  these  timbers,  and 
asked  him  if  he  knew  anything  about  it.  He  said,  **Upon  my  word 
as  a  gentleman,  I  never  knew  of  this.     I  never  knew  it  was  rotten.'' 

Question.  Where  were  you  when  this  was  discovered  ? 

Answer.  At  Delaware  breakwater.     We  had  put  in. 

Question.  (By  the  chairman.)  Was  it  smooth  and  pleasant  weather 
during  the  whole  of  your  cruise  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  very  pleasant  weather  and  a  smooth  sea — re- 
markably so.  There  was  no  blow  and  no  rough  sea  at  all.  We  made 
bat  little  speeds-only  about  five  miles  an  hour,  according  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  captain  of  the  distance.  We  had  been  twenty  hours, 
within  a  few  minutes,  going  about  100  or  110  miles. 

Question.  Describe  the  kind  of  wood  in  those  timbers.  Is  that 
piece  a  characteristic  sample  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  as  far  as  I  have  seen.  I  have  seen  four,  and  I 
will  take  my  oath  that  that  is  a  fair  report  of  the  four  I  have  looked 
at  They  were  four  of  the  main  timbers  that  run  across  the  ship.  I 
cannot  say  how  many  more  there  are. 

Question.  (By  Mr.  Kennedy.)  Had  you  mucn  trouble  in  getting  it 
apart,  or  did  you  take  it  out  with  your  hands  ? 

Answer.  You  could  take  it  out  with  your  hands  just  as  I  can  take 
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this  piece  apart  now,  [separating  it  into  .pieces.]  That  wood,  yoa 
can  see,  is  very  rotten. 

Question.   Can  a  man  crumble  it  in  his  hands  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  [crushing  a  fragment  into  small  pieces.]  You 
«ee  how  I  can  break  it  to  pieces.  I  took  hold  of  one  of  the  timbers 
when  I  went  down  to  make  the  examination,  and  took  a  piece  right 
out.  While  we  were  at  Delaware  breakwater,  I  should  state  that, 
after  making  the  examination,  and  finding  she  was  so  decayed,  the 
colonel,  myself,  the  major,  and  the  surgeon  were  together  three  or 
four  hours,  and  we  concluded  to  protest  against  going  to  sea  in  the 
steamer,  and  we  did  so.  We  protested  in  writing  to  General  An- 
drews, and  ordered  Captain  Dorry  to  proceed  to  the  nearest  port, 
which  he  did ;  that  was  Philadelphia. 

Question.  Did  you  notice  any  of  the  other  timbers  of  the  vessel 
besides  these  main  timbers  on  the  lower  deck  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not,  particularly.  I  have  not  taken  pains  to  look 
it  over.     These  specimens  were  from  the  main  timbers  of  the  ship. 

Question.  (By  the  chairman.)  Do  you  consider  that  that  vessel  was 
utterly  unseaworthy,  even  in  clear  weather  and  a  smooth  sea? 

Answer.  I  do,  sir,  with  the  cargo  she  had  on  board.  Perhaps  it 
would  be  proper  to  state  here  that  our  colonel  was  very  much  op- 
posed to  going  aboard,  and  verbally  protested  to  General  Andrews 
against  taking  his  men  aboard  of  her. 

Question.  (By  Mr.  Kenned}^.)  Did  he  know  the  condition  of  the 
ship? 

Answer.  Some  of  our  friends  were  in  New  York  at  the  time ;  one 
man,  who  bad  been  a  ship-owner  for  many  years,  said:  '^Colonel, 
I  suppose  you  have  to  go  in  that  ship ;  but  it  is  my  opinion  that 
every  one  of  you  are  going  right  into  your  coffins."  He  had  owned 
and  sailed  ships. 

Question.  What  did  General  Andrews  reply  ? 

Answer.  He  said,  as  he  had  not  the  chartering  of  the  ships,  he 
should  refer  him  to  Commodore  Van  Brunt  or  Commodore  Vanderbilt. 

Question.  (By  the  chairman.)  Did  he  call  upon  the  commodore? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  Commodore  Van  Brunt  went  on  board  the 
ship. 

Question.  Did  Commodore  Van  Brunt  pronounce  her  seaworthy  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  he  did  ;  but  he  said  he  would  not  have 
more  than  500  men  put  on  board  of  her. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Commodore  Van  Brunt  examined 
the  vessel  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir;  I  think  a  man  named  Haswell  in- 
spected her. 

Question.  He  inspected  the  engines.     Did  he  inspect  the  ship  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Who  is  the  owner  of  the  Niagara  ? 

Answer.  A  man  named  Richardson  is  reported  to  be  the  owner.  I 
suppose  he  is.  He  has  been  in  Philadelphia.  He  is  in  New  York 
now. 

Question.  Where  is  the  Niagara  lying  now  ? 
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Answer.  She  is  lying  close  to  the  uavy  yard  in  Philadelphia. 

Question.  When  did  she  get  to  Philadelphia  with  your  part  of  the 
regiment? 

Answer.  She  arrived  off  the  navy  yard  on  Monday,  the  15th  day 
of  December;  about  half-past  four  or  five  o'clock  she  dropped  anchor, 
having  been  ever  since  five  in  the  morning  getting  up  there. 

Question.  (By  Mr.  Kennedy.)  Was  it  the  general  impression  in 
New  York  when  you  sailed  that  this  ship  was  entirely  unsea worthy  ? 

Answer.  It  was  by  many  of  our  friends.  I  do  not  say  how  many, 
but  it  was  by  a  great  many  people. 

Question.  Were  they  people  connected  with  shipping  who  enter- 
tained and  expressed  that  opinion  ?  > 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  (By  the  chairman.)  Do  you  know  how  the  Niagara  has 
been  employed  heretofore  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  old  she  is? 

Answer.  I  could  not  swear  positively,  but  I  think  she  is  about 
eighteen  years  old,  I  think  it  appears  in  the  inspector's  report  that 
she  was  built  in  1844.  The  date  on  the  engine  is  1849,  but  I  think 
the  ship  was  built  in  1844.  I  would  not  swear  positively  as  to  that 
fact. 

Question.  Do  you  say,  that  after  you  reached  the  Delaware  break- 
water, the  officers  of  the  regiment  entered  a  protest  against  proceed- 
ing to  sea  ? 

Answer.  I  have  a  copy  here  of  the  protest  by  the  officers  of  the 
regiment.  After  deliberating  on  the  subject,  and  taking  the  testi- 
mony of  these  two  gentlemen  of  whom  I  have  spoken,  we  made  out 
the  protest,  and  you  will  see  by  the  protest  the  points  touched  upon 
in  it — the  unseaworthiness  of  the  ship,  and  also  what  the  mate  and 
the  pilot  said.     The  protest  is  as  follows  : 

Sir:  After  we  left  New  York  we  experienced  very  pleasant  weather 
during  the  afternoon  and  night.  Saturday,  December  13,  with  a 
very  smooth  sea,  all  quiet  and  calm,  notwithstanding  which  the 
Niagara  behaved  very  badly — a  smooth  sea  knocking  her  deck  plank 
off  and  showing  rotten  timbers.  She  also  took  so  much  water  into 
her  spoontoons  that  she  would  not  make  five  knots  the  hour.  We 
have  also  had  the  ship  on  fire,  which  perhaps  did  not  endanger  the 
safety  of  ship,  passengers,  or  cargo.  We  also  found  the  hull  to  be 
rotten;  and  after  taking  the  testimony  of  two  men— one  of  whom  has 
been  master  of  a  vessel,  the  other  a  mate  of  a  ship — they  saying  the 
vessel  is  wholly  unseaworthy. 

Further,  the  first  officer  and  the  pilot  of  this  vessel  say  she  is  un- 
safe to  go  to  sea  with  her  present  cargo  and  passengers,  after  finding, 
as  they  do,  her  main  timbers  to  be  rotten. 

This  difficulty  was  discovered  after  she  put  into  the  Delaware  break- 
water. 
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Under  these  circumBtances,  we  felt,  in  justice  to  ourselves  and  men, 
that  we  protest  against  going  to  sea  in  this  ship. 

Dated  at  Philadelphia,  board  steamer  Niagara,  December  15,  1862. 
Signed  by — 

C.  R.  MESSER,  Colonel. 
J.  W.  LOCKE,  Lieutenant  Cdonel 
JOHN  HODGES,  Jr.,  Major. 
WILLIAM  COGSWELL,  Surgeon. 

Brigadier  General  Andrews, 

Commanding  Rem.  Banks  Expedition^  New  York, 

Question.  Was  this  protest  presented  ? 

Answer.  When  we  dropped  anchor  there  the  colonel  detailed  me 
as  bearer  of  despatches  to  New  York  to  carry  the  protest  to  General 
Andrews,  which  I  did.  I  went  on  Monday  night  and  came  back  Tues- 
day. On  Wednesday  the  inspector  of  hulls  and  inspector  of  engines 
came  on  board,  and  said  they  should  condemn  her.  Mr.  Zane,  in- 
spector of  hulls,  came  there,  and  called  for  Colonel  Messer  or  the  cap- 
tain of  the  ship  first.  I  did  not  learn  distinctly  as  to  that,  but  at  any 
rate,  he  did  not  go  down  below.  He  said  he  should  condemn  her:  he 
had  seen  enough  of  her.  The  colonel  wanted  him  to  go  down  and 
look  at  the  timbers.  He  said  he  would  if  it  would  be  any  gratifica- 
tion to  him.  He  looked  at  one  and  said,  **My  God  !  I  have  seen 
enough.  She  can't  leave  this  port  with  her  present  cargo  and  pas- 
sengers, and  I  doubt  whether  we  shall  let  her  go  without  any  freight 
or  passengers.''  I  have  here  a  statement  that  Captain  Dorry  made 
when  the  colonel  called  him  into  our  state-room.  It  was  made  in  my 
presence  and  Colonel  Messer' s.  Captain  Dorry  said,  in  our  presence, 
if,  when  he  opened  his  orders,  he  found  she  was  ordered  to  certain 
places  he  knew  of,  he  would  not  go  in  the  ship.  He  made  that  state- 
ment without  any  qualification.  Captain  Dorry  is  the  captain  of  the 
vessel.  He  had  sealed  orders,  and  was  not  to  open  them  until  we 
had  made  24  hours.  But  we  had  not  been  out  24  hours,  and  conse- 
quently he  could  not  open  his  orders,  and  he  did  not  know  where  he 
was  going.  The  pilot  said  he  had  made  every  light  and  should  if  he 
proceeded  on;  he  made  every  light  on  the  coast,  keeping  right  in  close 
to  the  shore  all  the  way. 

The  Chairman.  (To  the  witness,  who  was  picking  the  specimen  of 
rotten  wood  apart.)  Do  not  pick  that  to  pieces,  as  we  shall  want  it. 

Witness.  I  will  not.  Mr.  Richardson,  when  the  men  were  taking 
out  these  rotten  specimens,  said  he  did  not  want  his  ship  torn  to 
pieces. 

Question.  What  steps  have  been  taken,  if  any,  to  move  your 
regiment  from  Philadelphia  towards  its  original  destination  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Bloodgood,  a  gentleman  in  Philadelphia,  received  a 
message — 

Question.  A  telegraphic  despatch  ? 

Answer.  I  can' t  say  whether  the  first  was  a  telegram  or  a  letter  that 
he  received,  asking  him  whether  there  were  any  ships  in  Philadelphia 
that  could  be  chartered  to  take  us  off.     He  telegraphed  back  that  he 
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had  taken  the  colonel,  lieutenant  colonel,  and  officers  of  the  fiftieth 
Massachusetts  to  see  the  ship  Frank  Bolt,  which  could  be  chartered 
at  a  very  low  rate.  He  also  went  and  looked  at  two  different  barks, 
but  the  ship  could  be  chartered  for  less  than  one  of  the  barks.  He 
considered  it  a  very  nice  bargain — a  nice  ship.  She  had  only  been 
built  two  years,  and  was  a  very  fine  ship.  He  asked  us  how  we  liked 
her.  We  said  we  would  be  well  satisfied  to  go  in  her.  He  told  me 
that  he  had  telegraphed  to  Commodore  Vanderbilt:  that  he  had  ex- 
amined the  ship,  and  found  her  everything  that  was  Deeded.  He  said 
in  the  close  of  his  telegram,  ** Shall  I  close  the  charter?"  Commo- 
dore Vanderbilt  telegraphed  back,  **  You  will  not  close  the  charter 
until  you  hear  from  me  by  letter." 

Question.  How  soon  would  the  boat  have  been  ready  for  sailing  had 
she  been  chartered? 

Answer.  Mr.  Bloodgood  said  she  should  be  ready  for  us  to  go  aboard 
on  Tuesday.  We  arrived  Monday,  and  the  Tuesday  of  the  next  week 
we  could  have  gone.  That  would  be  Tuesday  of  this  present  week, 
December  23. 

Question.  Do  you  know  at  what  rate  Mr.  Bloodgood  could  have 
chartered  the  boat? 

Answer.  I  could  not  state,  but  it  was  a  very  low  rate.  Mr.  Blood- 
good said  he  did  not  believe  they  could  charter  a  boat  in  New  York 
for  anything  like  the  money  they  could  get  her  for. 

Question.  Has  any  other  ship  been  chartered  for  your  transporta- 
tion? 

Answer.  There  has  been  another  ship  chartered  in  New  York. 

Question.  What  ship  ? 

Answer.  The  ship  Jenny  Lind. 

Question.  What  is  her  age  ? 

Answer.  Thirteen  years. 

Question.  Has  she  reached  Philadelphia? 

Answer.  She  has  not. 

Question.  Is  she  coming  ? 

Answer.  She  is  expected  there  every  day.  She  was  to  sail  last 
Monday  night.  We  had  one  company  (company  H)  left  in  New  York, 
and  they  were  to  go  aboard  of  this  ship  and  come  around  and  join  us. 
I  was  in  New  York  on  Monday  to  carry  this  despatch  to  General  An- 
drews, and  about  three  o'clock  company  H  marched  down  aboard  of 
her. 

Question.  Who  is  furnishiug  the  Jenny  Lind  to  the  government? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir.  I  heard  the  name,  but  I  cannot  tell 
it  now,  sir. 

Question.  Are  the  troops  willing  to  go  on  board  the  Jenny  Lind  ? 
Answer.  They  have  not  said.     They  are  men  that  do  as  we  com- 
mand them,  and  go  where  we  tell  them  to.     Secretary  Stanton  tele- 
graphed to  the  quartermaster,  Captain  Boyd  or  Colonel  Crosman,  I 
do  not  now  know  which,  but  Captain  Boyd  showed  me  the  telegram; 
he  telegraphed  to  furnish  us  with  a  good  sea-going  steamer. 
Question.  Why  did  not  Captain  Boyd  comply  with  that  order? 
Answer.  There  was  no  suitable  steamer  in  Philadelphia.  Jfle  shojived 
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me  the  despatch  Saturday;  he  said  one  would  arrive  Monday.  When 
Monday  came  he  received  a  despatch  that  Commodore  Vanderbilt 
had  chartered  the  Jenny  Lind,  and  they  would  go  in  a  sailing  ship. 

Question.  When  was  your  regiment  mustered  into  the  service  ? 

Answer.  Eight  companies  were  mustered  in,  by  companies,  on  the 
19th  day  of  September;  two  companies  were  mustered  in  afterwards; 
I  cannot  tell  the  date.  The  field-officers  were  mustered  into  service 
on  the  11th  day  of  November. 

Question.  Is  your  regiment  composed  of  nine  months  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  will  have  only  about  four  months  of  service? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  about  that.  If  it  takes  as  long  for  that  ship 
to  go  to  Ship  island  in  proportion  as  she  has  been  in  coming  from 
New  York  to  Philadelphia,  we  will  not  have  that  much  time. 

Question.  During  the  voyage  on  the  Niagara,  did  you  notice  that 
every  now  and  then  she  made  a  squeaking? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  seemed  as  though  she  was  going  to  split  right 
apart.  The  colonel,  wl^o  was  in  the  same  state-room  with  me,  heard 
it,  and  remarked:  **The  old  hulk  is  not  going  to  pieces  now,  is  she?" 
He  wan  ted  .:t9  know  what  made  hej:  make  such  a  noise  or  squeaking. 

J.   W.  LOCKE, 
Ldeui.  Col,  50ih  Regiment  Massachusetts  Vdunteer  Militia. 

Saturday,  December'  27,  1862. 
Captain  S.  .W.  Duncan,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  State  your  name,  age,  residence,  and  occupation. 

Answer.  My  age  is  24  years;  I  reside  at  Haverhill,  Massachusetts; 
I  am  captain  of  company  F,  50th  regiment  Massachusetts  volunteers. 

Question.  When  did  you  first  see  the  steamship  Niagara? 

Answer.  I  saw  her  first  the  week  previous  to  our  sailing  in  her, 
which  was  on  the  13th.  The  Saturday  previous  to  our  sailing  in  her 
I  went  to  vipit  the  vessel. 

Question.  Did  your  company  sail  in  her? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  went  aboard  with  my  company  on  Friday 
afternoon,  in  connexion  with  the  other  companies,  and  remained  on 
the  boat  until  the  next  morning.  I  did  not  make  the  voyage  with 
them,  but  came  on  to  Philadelphia  with  Colonel  Locke  when  he  re- 
turned from  his  visit  on  Monday,  the  15th. 

Question.  Did  you  know  anything  of  the  character  of  the  Niagara 
when  she  lay  in  New  York,  before  the  regiment  embarked  on  her.  as 
to  her  seaworthiness  ? 

Answer.  I  had  heard  her  merits  discussed,  and  for  that  reason  I 
went  to  see  her  myself.  My  own  impression  of  her  was  that  she  was 
an  improper  vessel  to  go  to  sea.  She  was  built  for  lake  service,  and 
even  if  perfectly  sound,  she  was  not  proper  to  go  to  sea  at  this  time 
of  the  year.  I  got  a  friend  of  mine.  Captain  George  Willis,  who  has 
been  a  master  of  first-class  ship?,  and  made  many  voyages  around  the 
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world,  to  go  and  see  her.  He  went  up  to  sef^  her  the  same  afternoon 
I  did,  and  looked  her  all  over  thoroughly,  and  pronounced  against  her. 
He  said,  supposing  we  were  to  have  smooth  weather,  he  might,  per- 
haps, think  that  we  could  get  to  Fortress  Monroe  without  danger,  but 
on  no  condition  whatever  would  he  be  willing  to  go  around  Cape  Hat- 
teras  with  her,  and  he  would  be  unwilling  for  me  to  risk  my  life  in 
her  around  Cape  Hatteras.  That  opinion  was  based  upon  his  in- 
spection, without  knowing  the  rottenness  of  her  timbers,  simply  from 
her  general  construction  and  her  model.     She  is  a  lake  steamer. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  your  officers  remonstrated 
with  their  superior  officers  against  embarking  in  the  Niagara  ? 

Answer.  Colonel  Messer  told  me  he  had  made  a  verbal  protest 
against  embarking  in  the  vessel,  to  General  Andrews. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  was  the  result  of  that  protest  ? 

Answer.  He  told  me  that  at  first  he  hoped  he  should  be  successful 
in  changing  the  vessel,  but  afterwards  he  said  that  General  An- 
drews had  sent  Commodore  Van  Brunt  to  inspect  the  vessel,  and  he 
had  decided  that  500  men  should  go  to  sea  in  her.  He  said  then  that 
be  supposed  there  was  no  appeal  from  that  decision. 

Question  (By  Mr.  Kennedy.)  Do  you  know  that  Commodoer  Van 
Brunt  inspected  this  vessel  himself? 

Answer.  I  only  know  it  from  what  I  have  heard.  He  went  aboard 
of  the  vessel.     Whether  he  made  an  inspection  or  not,  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  (By  the  chairman.)  You  pay  you  came  to  Philadelphia  with 
Colonel  Locke,  when  he  returned  after  delivering  the  protest  of  the 
officers  of  the  regiment  against  proceeding  to  sea  from  the  Delaware 
river  in  the  Niagara  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State,  if  you  please,  the  developments  that  were  then 
made;  and  what  was  the  condition  of  the  vessel  when  you  reached 
her  in  Philadelphia? 

Answer.  When  I  reached  her  in  Philadelphia  the  first  thing  that 
attracted  my  observation,  as  I  went  aboard  of  her,  was  the  aspect  of 
several  planks  torn  up  on  one  of  her  guards,  just  abaft  the  wheel. 
Then  on  going  into  the  hold,  there  were  these  rotten  timbers,  where 
the  casing  had  been  torn  off,  and  where  the  examination  had  been 
made  by  the  field-officers,  Colonel  Messer  and  the  surgeon,  that  had 
revealed  the  rottenness  of  the  vessel. 

Question.  Describe  those  beams. 

Answer.  After  seeing  it  then,  I  took  particular  pains  yesterday  to 
make  a  second  minute  examination  of  the  condition  of  these  timbers. 
I  went  down  into  the  hold  yesterday  afternoon  and  examined  the  tim- 
bers again.  The  first  I  came  to  were  two  main  timbers.  One  of 
them  was  where  the  casing  had  been  torn  off  for  about  two  or  three 
feet  from  the  side  of  the  hull  in  towards  the  centre  of  the  vessel ; 
and  these  timbers  were  so  rotten  that  in  one  of  them  I  pushed  pay 
fingers  into  the  timber^as  though  it  was  soil  or  mere  earth,  not  wood 
at  all;  the  decay  had  reached  to  such  an  extent  as  that.  That,  I 
think,  was  the  worst  timber  I  saw.     I  counted  four  other  timbers^ 
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Those  are  the  main  timbers.  One  of  these  timbers  was  one  of  the 
largest  timbers  in  the  vessel,  to  which  the  knees  that  bind  together 
the  vessel  were  attached.  The  oak  knee  was  in  perfect  condition, 
but  underneath  this  knee  the  timber  was  so  rotten  it  could  easily  be 
torr\  away  with  the  hand.  Three  of  the  timbers  that  I  saw  were  rot- 
ten at  both  ends.  The  casing  had  been  torn  off  on  both  sides  of  the 
vessel,  and  both  ends  of  the  timbers  presented  the  same  aspect. 
One  of  them  had  been  torn  away  entirely,  so  as  to  disclose  the 
planking  nailed  on  above — the  deck  planking.  It  was  torn  entirely 
away,  and  there  was  nothing  but  the  deck  boards  nailed  on  above — 
torn  away  by  the  hand.  Other  timbers  were  rotten  where  they  were 
mortiped  into  the  sides  of  the  vessel.  The  mortise  was  rotten.  I 
counted,  in  all,  five  timbers  in  different  stages  of  rottenness — from 
what  I  have  described  to  a  condition  of  decay  not  so  far  advanced. 
That  specimen  here  is  a  fair  sample.  There  is  some  much  more  rot- 
ten than  that. 

Question.  That  is  so  rotten  that  a  man  could  kick  it  to  pieces  with 
the  heel  of  his  boot. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  you  can  easily  crumble  it  to  powder  in  your 
hands;  but  some  were  so  rotten  that  I  could  press  my  hands  into  them. 

Question.  All  the  strength  there  was  connected  with  these  timbers 
was  furnished  by  the  plank  attached  to  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Question.  What  had  they  resorted  to  in  order  to  cover  up  these 
defects  from  observation  ? 

Answer.  The  timbers  were  cased  over  with  a  deal  casing  of  pine 
deal  about  half  an  inch  thick,  and  coated  with  a  heavy  coat  of  white 
paint,  which  constituted  the  finishing  of  that  part  of  the  steamer. 
They  appeared  to  be  only  cased  timbers,  presenting  a  fair  aspect — 
simply  handsome  paint. 

Question.  Did  any  of  them  have  the  appearance  of  the  paint  having 
been  taken  off  to  examine  by  the  inspector? 

Answer.  I  should  judge  not.  I  judge  that  the  inspectors  never 
removed  the  casing  of  a  single  timber. 

Question.  Who  is  the  owner  of  the  Niagara? 

Answer.  I  heard  Captain  Dorry  say  she  was  owned  by  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson, of  New  York. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  chartered  her? 

Answer.   I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  at  what  rate  she  was  chartered? 

Answer.  I  heard  the  terms  stated  at  $10,000  a  month,  and  coal 
found  by  the  government.  I  heard  also  the  statement  made  that 
Richardson  only  paid  $9,000  for  the  vessel. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  old  she  was? 

Answer.  I  saw  the  statement  that  she  was  built  in  1844.  I  would 
not  swear  to  it,  but  I  think  I  saw  it  in  the  inspector's  report  in  the 
histories  of  the  vessels  given  in  the  newspapers.  I  was  in  New  York 
when  the  report  came  that  she  had  put  into  Philadelphia;  and  then 
many  that  I  knew  expressed  themselves  that  that  was  just  what  they 
expected,  and  one  gentleman  said,  *^I  made  a  voyage  on  that  boat 
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when  I  was  a  little  boy,  on  Lake  Ontario."  In  a  conversation  I  had 
with  Captain  Willis,  spoken  of  above,  who  had  made  an  examination 
of  the  vessel,  he  said  the  only  thing  that  reconciled  him  to  our  going 
to  sea  in  her  was,  that  we  should  keep  close  to  shore  between  there 
and  Fortress  Monroe;  otherwise  he  should  remonstrate  much  more 
than  he  did.  But  Captain  Ward,  in  a  conversation  I  had  with  him, 
reposed  his  confidence  in  the  regard  he  had  for  the  captain,  or  the 
confidence  he  had  in  the  captain.  He  said  the  captain  was  a  thorough 
seaman,  and  would  take  care  of  his  men  and  the  vessel  if  possible. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  Mr.  Richardson,  the  owner  of  the  vessel, 
since  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  him  on  board  the  boat  on  the  evening  of 
Thursday,  I  think,  the  nth.  I  discovered  decay  in  other  parts  of 
the  vessel  besides  those  main  timbers.  For  instance,  the  water-closets 
on  the  upper  between  decks.  There  is  one  of  the  timbers  there, 
where  the  casing  has  been  ripped  off,  that  reveals  this  rottenness.  It 
is  on  the  deck  above  this.  Then,  on  the  railing  around  the  upper 
deck,  some  of  the  posts  there  are  rotten,  and  I  noticed  one  of  the 
upper  deck  planks  was  rotten  in  the  same  way,  which  shows  that  the 
rottenness  is  not  confined  to  one  portion.  The  model  of  the  vessel 
unfits  her  for  a  sea-going  vessel. 

SAMUEL  W.  DUNCAN, 
Captain  cf  Company  F^  50^/i  Begimeni, 

New  York,  Tuesday,  Decetnber  30,  1862. 
CoBNELius  Vanderbilt,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows : 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  Commodore  Vanderbilt,  state,  if  you  please,  your  resi- 
dence and  employment. 

Answer.  I  live  in  New  York,  and  am  connected  with  shipping.  I 
run  steamship  lines;  some  would  call  me  a  merchant. 

Question.  State  what  connexion  you  had  with  procuring  transports 
for  the  Banks  expedition. 

Answer.  I  was  verbally  authorized  by  Mr.  Stanton.  Mr.  Stanton 
asked  me  if  I  would  aid  in  fitting  out  the  expedition  of  General  Banks. 
I  told  him  I  would;  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  use  me  in  any  way  that 
he  saw  proper,  that  was  honorable,  for  the  benefit  of  this  government; 
always  bearing  in  mind  that  I  was  to  receive  no  pay  for  anything  !► 
did  in  any  form. 

Question.  Can  you  furnish  to  this  committee  a  list  of  such  vessels 
as  were  procured  by  you,  or  under  your  direction? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  thought  it  might  save  a  heap  of  trouble,  and 
I  have  got  it  here.  I  make  this  paper  a  part  of  my  testimony.  It 
is  as  follows: 

Rep.  Com.  75 2 
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The  following  14  vessels  to  furnish  their  own  coal : 


Name  of  veBsel. 

Tonnage. 

Bate  of  charter 
per  day. 

Who  chartered  of. 

Steamer  niinois....... 

2126 
1754 
1867 
1761 
1250 
900 
850 

700 

376 

$1,260 
1,000 
1,200 
1,200 
1,100 

950 

900 

900     ^ 
for  30  days, 

800 

400 

MarshaU  0.  Roberts. 

Steamer  Empire  City 

Steamer  North  Star 

Steamer  Northern  light.... 

Steamer  Chi  Klang 

Steamer  M.  Sanford 

Steamer  New  Brunswick 

Steamer  Eastern  Qneen 

Steamer  Honduras... ..  .... 

Do 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  S.  8.  Line. 

Do. 
J.  M.  Forbes  &  Co. 
James  P.  Sanford. 
International  S.  S.  Co. 

A.  B.  Yannevar,  agent. 

S.  H.  Ackerman. 

Steamer  Niagara 

A.  J.  Richardson. 

Steamer  Merrimac  ......... 

2000 

2000 

1623 

400 

1,200 

1,200 

1,100 

460 

John  H.  Foster  &  Co.,  agento. 

Do.  ' 
Ocean  Steam  Navigation  Co. 
Aymar  &  Co. 

Steamer  Mississippi 

Steamer  Continental 

Steamer  Mary  A.  Boardman. 

The  following  12  vessels  to  find  their  coal  for  twenty  days,  after  which  the 
government  is  to  coal  them : 


Steamer 
Steamer 
Steamer 
Steamer 
Steamer 
Steamer 
Steamer 
Steamer 
Steamer 
Steamer 
Steamer 
Steamer 


Qainebaug....... 

Shetucket 

Charles  O^B^ood  ... 
James  S.  Green  ... 
Quincy........... 

Saxon 

Salvor 

Hase 

Prometheus 

Albany. ..... 

Jersey  Blue 

Cambria 


250 

Horace  Whitaker. 

250 

Do. 

250 

Do. 

260 

Thomas  Clyde. 

300 

James  8.  Whitney. 

300 

Do. 

450 

Thomas  Clyde. 

250 

Charles  H.  liallory. 

450 

E.  A.  Souder  &  Co. 

260 

C.  W.  Kenworthy. 

250 

Do. 

450 

K  A.  Sondor  &  Co. 
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Question.  Did  you  charter  these  vessels  directly,  or  through  an 
agent  or  broker  employed  by  you  for  that  purpose  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  employ  any  broker.  I  chartered,  as  I  supposed, 
these  vessels  from  the  owners  or  the  representatives  of  companies 
that  some  of  the  vessels  belonged  to.  I  endeavored  in  every  case  to 
deal  right  directly  with  the  parties,  sir.  I  was  particular  to  get  their 
names  at  the  time,  and  I  have  put  the  names  of  the  parties  there ; 
that  is,  as  regards  the  steamers.  I  will  also  tell  you  what  1  did  with 
the  sailing  vessels.  The  first  intimation  I  had  in  regard  to  any  sail- 
ing vessels  was  I  got  an  order  from  General  Banks  to  furnish  trans- 
ports for  so  many  horses.  I  turned  that  over  in  my  mind  and  made 
up  my  mind  that  it  was  the  best  way  to  charter  sailing  vessels.  The 
steamers  were  about  all  taken  up  and  hard  to  procure;  I  so  stated  to 
General  Banks.  There  was  a  man  from  down  east  came  to  me  with 
a  letter  of  introduction  from  General  Banks;  that  man  I  talked  with; 
he  also  had  a  plan,  which  he  exhibited  to  Colonel  Holbrook.  He 
presented  this  plan  of  how  a  horse-ship  should  be  fitted  up  for  the 
transportation  of  horses.  It  seemed  he  had  fitted  out  a  number  of 
expeditions,  but  I  did  not  know  it;  I  did  not  know  the  man  then. 
This  was  represented  to  me  as  a  very  good  plan.  When  he  gave  me 
this  letter  of  introduction  from  General  Banks  I  talked  with  him,  and 
I  found  he  understood  more  about  a  horse-ship  than  I  did,  a  heap 
more.  He  said  he  had  been  in  it  a  good  deal  in  his  life,  fitting  up 
difierent  horse-vessels  for  the  West  Indies,  &c.  I  thought  **Thi8  is 
just  the  man  I  want,  because  this  is  an  expedition  of  some  length  and 
it  wants  to  be  well  done."  I  had  a  large  quantity  of  applicants  of 
vessels  lying  on  my  desk,  applications  by  the  owners  of  different  ves- 
sels. I  selected  out  of  these  vessels  those  I  thought  were  of  the 
most  profitable  tonnage  for  us  to  employ.  I  fixed  a  price  in  my  own 
mind,  a  price  of  what  each  of  these  vessels  were  worth.  I  gave  this 
man  these  prices,  and  said,  '*I  want  you  to  go  and  see  if  you  can 
procure  these  vessels  for  those  prices.''  His  answer  was  that  it  was 
too  low;  that  I  did  not  put  the  price  high  enough;  that  he  had  fitted 
out  some  expedition,  whether  it  was  Butler's  or  the  one  that  went  to 
Port  Royal  I  forget,  and  they  had  paid  five  dollars  a  ton  per  month 
for  ships.  My  price  was  four  dollars.  That  was  the  price  I  had 
authorized  him  to  see  if  he  could  get  these  vessels  at,  and  that  was 
the  cause  of  his  reply  that  it  was  too  low.  Said  I,  **go  and  try  it 
on."  He  procured  the  first  one,  I  think,  at  four  and  a  quarter.  There 
is  a  difference,  you  will  discover  in  reading  that  list,  which  I  will 
explain.  There  is  one  vessel,  the  Moro  Castle,  at  $4  50,  tonnage 
553;  she  is  of  small  tonnage.  I  said,  **It  is  as  profitable  a  boat  as 
we  can  get,  we  will  take  her."  There  is  the  T.  J.  Southard,  at 
$4  25.  I  always  looked  to  the  tonnage,  because  a  little  vessel  carries 
more  in  proportion  than  a  big  one,  of  some  particular  things.  Then 
I  put  a  stop  to  that,  and  said,  *'Four  dollars  is  enough;"  and  I 
looked  over  the  rest  of  this  class  of  vessels,  and  you  will  see  they  are 
larger.  I  said  **If  you  can't  get  them  we  will  get  steamers;"  he 
finally  procured  them.  I  put  it  on  them  to  fit  them  up  just  as  we 
wanted  them  to  sail,  with  berths  and  standees,  Ac,  foi^  horses.     He 
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showed  me  that  he  had  been  accurate  and  particular.  In  fitting  out 
the  other  expeditions  these  outfits  had  been  at  the  cost  of  the  gov- 
ernment. 

Question.  Did  the  men  who  made  the  charter  party  fit  them  out? 

Answer.  I  am  coming  to  that.  In  all  that  the  government  char- 
tered before  this  the  government  did  this  fitting  out.  He  showed 
me  that  a  good  many  of  these  things  had  been  done  down  in  Boston. 
This  Mr.  Southard  was  one  of  the  smartest  men  I  have  met  for  this 
thing.  When  I  commenced  to  talk  with  him  upon  this  subject  I  said 
to  him,  **Mr.  Southard,  I  want  you  to  understand  that  I  feel  a  strong 
interest  in  this  controversy  that  we  have  got  into,  and  I  feel  it  to  be 
a  duty  to  my  country  to  do  it  all  the  service  I  can.  I  am  going  to  do 
it  voluntarily,  without  any  pay — how  do  you  feel  on  that?"  He 
stood  a  little  while,  and  I  said  to  him,  **  Think  it  well  over;  we  ought 
to  find  patriotism  enough  in  our  country  to  do  something  for  it  with- 
out everybody  making  money  out  of  the  funds  of  the  government.'' 
He  said,  "I  will  give  my  time  to  government,  without  any  pay, 
to  help  you  with  this  thing;  there  will  be  no  commission  or  anything 
of  the  kind  charged."  Now,  whether  he  has  conformed  to  that  is 
for  him  to  answer  when  he  comes  before  you.  Then  he  went  on  and 
procured  these  vessels.  He  showed  me  a  statement  where  it  had 
cost  from  |1,200  to  |2,000  a  vessel  to  the  government  in  former 
expeditions  to  fit  them  out.  I  says,  **We  are  not  going  into  any  of 
that;  if  I  take  these  vessels  they  have  got  to  be  fitted  to  transport  so 
many  horses  without  any  expense  to  the  government;  when  we  char- 
ter them  to  carry  troops,  they  have  got  to  be  fitted  up  for  so  many 
troops  without  any  expense  to  the  government;  that  is  their  affair; 
if  they  do  not  choose  to  charter  their  ships  for  these  terms  let  them 
say  so  and  we  will  not  take  them.'*  Upon  those  terms  he  secured 
these  vessels.  I  am  now  speaking  of  the  sailing  vessels.  After  we 
had  ran  along  down  to  four  dollars  a  ton  I  put  them  lower.  You  see 
I  would  be  idle  one  day  and  busy  the  next.  There  would  come  an 
order  from  General  Banks  that  he  wanted  transports  for  so  many 
horses  and  for  so  many  men;  from  time  to  time,  as  they  came  along, 
I  would  make  a  selection  from  these  memorandums  of  ships  that  I 
had.  When  a  man  came  in  and  said:  **I  want  to  charter  a  ship,"  I 
would  make  a  memorandum  of  it  and  where  she  lay,  Ac.  I  would 
take  up  these  memorandums  and  select  such  a  ship  as  I  thought  best 
for  this  purpose,  and  when  Southard  came  in  I  would  say,  **  Go  and 
get  that  vessel."  Finally,  I  thought  they  could  be  got  for  less,  and 
I  put  it  at  $3  75.  There  was  then  not  a  great  deal  for  our  commerce 
to  do.  In  the  first  part  of  the  arrangement  the  government  was  to 
find  water  and  water  casks  for  these  vessels;  every  other  fixture  was 
to  be  at  the  expense  of  these  parties.  I  found  they  were  giving  us 
a  monstrous  sight  of  trouble  to  do  that.  The  way  I  got  into  that 
was,  the  government  had  a  large  quantity  of  empty  casks  lying  about 
Brooklyn  and  around  the  storehouses.  I  had  ascertained  that  from 
the  quartermaster,  and  thought  we  might  as  well  use  them  as  not.  I 
went  on  and  used  them  all  up  before  the  vessels  I  had  got  under  con- 
tract were  supplied,  and  I  had  to  buy  a  lot  more,  and  they  cost  5  or 
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6  or  $7,000.  Then  I  stopped  that  and  said,  **  I  will  not  bother  with 
this;  there  are  so  many  applicants  that  I  will  make  them  famish 
these  themselves."  v  I  then  went  on  and  made  the  contracts,  (and  the 
charter-parties  will  tell  exactly  how  they  were  made,)  that  they 
should  furnish  the  water  and  the  casks  for  such  a  number  of  troops 
at  their  own  expense.  About  the  same  time  it  got  down  to  $3  75 
instead  of  $4  per  ton  per  month,  the  charters  to  run  three  months. 
A  great  many  of  the  charter-parties  of  these  vessels  leave  it  optional 
with  us  to  discharge  them  at  any  place  we  are  a-mindto  within  the 
three  months.  I  thought  I  would  rather  take  that  chance  after  I  got 
into  it,  and  dismiss  them  wherever  I  pleased,  than  to  take  the  chances 
of  delivering  them  at  home;  even  if  we  took  them  for  only  forty  days, 
it  was  better  for  tl^em  to  take  the  hazard  of  getting  home. 

Question.  I  understand,  then,  that  the  parties  who  chartered  the 
vessels  did  all  this  furnishing  ? 

Answer.     Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  furnish  the  navigators  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  everything  of  the  kind.  We  had  nothing  to  do 
with  that. 

Question.  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  the  selection  of  the  cap- 
tains, or  anything  of  the  kind  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  nor  did  we  run  any  of  the  risk  of  the  vessel,  ex- 
cept the  war  risk.  If  it  was  taken  by  a  man-of-war  we  had  to  pay 
for  it;  but  not  for  the  risk  of  the  sea. 

Question.  State,  Mr.  Vanderbilt,  if  you  chartered  the  steamer  Ni- 
agara ;  if  so,  what  was  her  tonnage,  capacity,  age,  Ac.  What  do 
you  know  about  the  vessel  ? 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  about  the  vessel,  except  by  hearsay.  I 
never  saw  the  Niagara  in  my  life.  I  say  I  never  saw  the  Niagara, 
but  I  do  not  want  to  appear  to  try  to  get  out  of  any  responsibility  by 
saying  that. 

Question.  State  what  you  know  about  her.  / 

Answer.  The  application  for  the  charter  of  the  Niagara  lay  there 
among  those  of  the  other  steamers.  It  lay  on  my  desk.  The  owner, 
one  day,  applied  for  a  charter  for  her. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  ? 

Answer.  A.  J.  Richardson,  I  believe.  He  represented  her  as  a 
first  quality  vessel.  After  he  so  represented  her  I  spoke  to  the  in- 
spectors. But  you  have  not  got  to  the  inspectors  yet.  There  were 
inspectors  appointed  by  the  War  Department,  as  I  understood,  to  in- 
spect these  vessels.  It  may  be  well  for  me  to  say  here  the  way  I 
came  into  this  matter.  The  Secretary  of  War  telegraphed  me  to  see 
if  I  could  not  come  to  Washington.  I  went  to  Washington.  The 
first  time  I  saw  him  he  intimated  something  about  a  quartermaster's 
position  in  New  York.  But  I  said  to  him,  *  *  We'  11  stop  right  there.  Mr. 
Stanton,  there  is  no  position  in  this  government  that  I  want,  and  none 
that  I  will  take;  no  place  of  emolument  that  I  can  take.''  He  was  deli- 
cate on  that  point  and  stopped  it  right  there.  This  was  before  I  saw 
General  Banks.  Said  I,  *  *Any  thing  I  can  do  for  you  I  am  willing  to  do.'^ 
Upon  that  we  left.     This  was  late  in  the  evening.     It  was  late  when  I 
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got  there.  Says  he,  **  I  will  come  and  see  you  in  the  morning."  Says 
I,  '*  You  need  not  come;  I  will  come  and  see  you;  what  time  do  you  get 
up?' '  *  *  About  nine  o'clock, "  he  said.  Well ,  about  that  time  I  went  up 
to  the  War  Department.  Said  he,  *  *I  have  thought  this  thing  over  and 
made  up  my  mind.  Come  and  get  into  the  carriage."  We  went  out 
and  got  into  the  carriage.  We  went  to  see  General  Banks,  and  he 
and  General  Banks  talked  a  minute  or  two  and  called  me  up.  Said 
he,  ^^This  is  a  secret  expedition  and  no  one  else  is  to  know  it  but  us 
three."  Says  I,  **No  one  will  know  it  from  me;  I  will  assure  you 
that."  Says  he,  *'  I  want  you  to  assist  General  Banks  in  New  York 
in  fitting  it  out. "  I  said  I  would  do  that  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 
After  stating  over  where  the  expedition  was  going  we  parted.  His 
interviews  were  short.  There  was  not  much  to  do.  We  parted  with 
an  understanding  that  General  Banks  was  to  leave  that  afternoon  by 
the  afternoon  train  for  New  York.  I  was  going  on  that  train,  and  so 
we  came  on  the  same  train.  At  this  interview  with  the  Secretary  of 
War,  he  said,  *  *  I  will  have  the  inspectors  appointed  to  inspect  the  ves- 
sels of  this  expedition."  I  said,  *^  That  is  of  no  use,  Mr.  Stanton.  It 
don't  appear  to  be  of  any  kind  of  use  at  all. "  '  *  Why  ?' '  said  he.  I  said, 
*'  *  Congress  has  already  passed  a  law  that  every  vessel  that  clears 
from  a  custom-house  must  have  her  inspector's  papers.  There  are 
two  inspectors ;  one  for  her  machinery  and  the  other  for  the  sea- 
worthiness of  the  vessel,  fitness  for  a  voyage  &c, ;  and  these  papers 
have  to  be  renewed  every  twelve  months,  or  else  she  cannot  clear 
any  custom-house  Is  not  that  inspection  enough  for  the  government 
for  this  expedition ?"  Says  he,  ** I  don't  know  about  that.  I  would 
like  to  make  this  thing  doubly  sure.  There  will  be  no  harm  in  hav- 
ing them  doubly  inspected."  So  much  for  the  inspectors.  We  then 
came  on,  and  in  a  very  few  days  Commodore  Van  Brunt  came  into 
the  office  with  a  note  from  General  Banks  that  he  was  appointed  in- 
spector, as  I  supposed,  by  the  government,  to  inspect  these  vessels. 
About  the  same  time  General  Banks  asked  me,  **  Do  you  know  a  Mr. 
Has  well  in  New  York?"  **  Very  well,"  I  answered;  *' Charles  H. 
Haswell."  '  *  Is  he  a  good  man  to  inspect  the  machinery,  &c.,  of  this 
expedition  with  Commodore  Van  Brunt?"  I  said,  '*  Yes,  sir,  as 
good  as  you  can  get."  Then  he  said,  **  Well,  I  will  employ  him." 
Those  two  gentlemen  acted  as  the  inspectors  of  these  vessels,  When- 
ever I  took  a  vessel  I  always  took  it  subject  to  that  inspection  by 
these  people,  who  should  go  and  inspect  them.  If  they  did  not  bear 
inspection,  ^  course  the  vessels  were  not  chartered.  It  relieved  me 
from  some  trouble.  When  this  Niagara  came  and  the  men  reported 
her  to  me,  I  asked  these  gentlemen  to  go  and  inspect  her  and  see  if 
she  was  what  the  man  reported  her  to  be ;  and  whether  she  was  fit 
for  this  expedition.  They  did  go  and  so  inspect  her  and  reported  to 
me  that  she  was. 

Qnestion.     (By  Mr.  Morrill.)     Do  you  know  nothing  of  her  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.     I  never  saw  her  in  my  life. 

Qnestion.  Do  you  know  her  history  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.     She  was  made  on  the  lakes,  it  turns  out. 
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Question.  (By  the  chairman.)  Did  Mr.  Hassler  and  Commodore  Vatt 
Brant  examine,  inspect,  and  report  upon  all  these  vessels  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Including  the  steamers? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  sailing  ships,  too.  There  was  no  instance 
in  which  they  did  not. 

Question.  (By  Mr.  Morrill.)  Did  they  report  in  writing  or  verbally? 

Answer.  Verbally. 

Question.  You  made  no  charters  except  upon  what  they  did  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  but  they  will  stand  right  up  to  what  they  said. 

Question.  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  the  stowage  of  the  vessels 
or  determining  the  number  of  troops  to  be  put  upon  particular  ves- 
sels? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  We  determined  the  capacity  of  every  vesseL 
That  capacity,  of  these  vessels,  was  determined  by  these  inspectors, 
and  in  no  cjise  were  they  over-rated.  Now,  I  will  venture  to  say 
that  in  no  case  were  they  over-estimated. 

Question.  You  think  you  can  say  that  in  no  case  were  too  many 
troops  put  on  any  vessel  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  provided  they  had  confined  themselves  to  the 
troops  ;  because  you  will  find  contradictory  evidence  on  that.  They 
will  say  there  were  too  many.  There  might  have  been  too  many,  but 
why  were  there  too  many  ;  because  they  put  other  articles  on  board 
that  they  should  not  have  put  there.  Some  person  ordered  them  to 
be  put  aboard,  but  these  people  could  not  take  them  out.  In  many  in- 
stances we  had  to  relieve  these  vessels.  They  would  come  to  me  and 
say  they  were  too  confined.  I  knew  where  these  vessels  were  going 
to  and  I  confined  them  to  a  light  draft.  I  did  not  give  the  reason 
to  anybody,  but  that  was  my  own  theory.  Therefore,  I  would  make 
up  a  list  of  what  they  should  carry,  allowing  them  to  come  to  that 
draft  of  water.  In  many  instances  these  epauletted  fellows,  as  the  out- 
siders call  them,  would  do  this.  I  would  ask  who  ordered  it.  They 
would  say,  some  fellow  with  epaulettes  ;  and  it  was  hard  to  get  along 
with  them.  This  General  Andrews  has  stopjped.  He  is  a  gentle- 
manly, business  man.  For  instance,  a  vessel  was  chartered  to  carry 
300  men,  with  the  necessary  provisions  and  water  for  these  300  men, 
and  nothing  more.  There  have  been  some  instances  where  that  ves- 
sel has  been  so  full  with  stores,  jammed  in,  that  she  never  took  a 
man.  But  that  was  the  fault  of  the  quartermaster.  In  other  in- 
stances, again,  we  have  had  to  take  things  out  of  these  vessels.  A 
fellow  would  come  to  me  about  it,  and  I  would  say,  **Take  it  out  ; 
heave  it  ashore  ;  go  and  take  all  that  stuff  out,  captain;  if  you  will 
let  them  stick  things  in  your  ship  you  have  got  to  take  them  out. 
You  are  not  chartered  for  that  purpose.  Stick  to  what  you  are  going 
to  do.''  But  sometimes  you  will  come  across  a  captain  who  will  let 
these  fellows  overload  the  vessel.  In  a  number  of  instances  they 
did  so,  and  we  had  to  put  it  out.  That  was  the  fault  of  the  quarter- 
master. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TESTIMONY.  25 

Qnestion.  Who  was  the  quartermaster  who  had  the  general  charge 
and  direction  of  that  branch  of  the  business  ? 

Answer.  That  I  do  not  know  myself.  There  have  been  three  or 
four  acting- quartermasters  here  since  we  have  been  here — four  or 
five  of  them.  You  must  bear  in  mind  one  thing,  that  is  a  grade  of 
men  you  cannot  expect  a  great  deal  of,  in  the  way  of  business  tact. 
They  are  a  different  kind  of  men  from  business  men.  Some  of  them 
are  very  clever  fellows.  But  as  to  this  man  Andrews,  when  General 
Banks  first  came  here  it  was  a  new  thing  to  him,  and  he  had  a  mon- 
strous sight  on  hand.  He  had  a  very  excellent  man  with  him  named 
Clark,  a  lieutenant  or  quartermaster,  or  something  else.  He  is  now  with 
General  Banks  in  New  Orleans.  I  said  to  him,  **  Clark,  if  you  were 
in  charge  of  this,  or  all  the  men  were  like  you,  we  would  have  had 
no  trouble." 

Question.  Why  is  there  a  blank  in  this  list  as  to  the  tonnage  and 
rates  charged  for  the  steamer  Niagara  ? 

Answer.  When  she  was  chartered  the  charter-party  was  not  made 
out.  She  was  to  receive  the  same  rate  of  pay,  in  proportion,  as  the 
New  Brunswick.  That  is  a  similar  steamer.  She  was  to  receive  in 
proportion  to  the  number  she  took.  They  put  her  down  at  600  peo- 
ple. I  said  immediately,  **She  will  not  take  that.  In  order  to  get 
at  that  we  will  pay  you  the  same  amount,  in  proportion  to  the  busi- 
ness she  does  and  the  people  she  takes,  as  we  pay  the  New  Bruns- 
wick." It  seems  that  this  boat  took  450  men  and  the  New  Bruns- 
wick took  600. 

Question.  (By  Mr.  Morrill.)  Were  these  ships  coaled  by  the  gov- 
ernment? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  They  are  coaled  for  20  days;  after  that  they  find 
their  own  coal.  This  paper  says,  '*  the  following  14  vessels  to  furnish 
their  own  coal.''  They  are  to  pay  for  their  own  coal, but  they  are  to 
pay  New  York  prices;  they  have  to  furnish  their  own  coal  wherever 
the  government  may  take  them,  but  if  they  are  in  distant  or  foreign 
countries  they  are  only  to  pay  the  New  York  prices. 

Question.  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  chartering  vessels  for  the 
Du  Pont  or  Port  Royal  expedition,  or  the  Burnside  expedition  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  them.  This  is  the  first 
one  I  had  anything  to  do  with. 

Question.  (By  the  chairman.)  Whose  business  was  it  to  ascertain 
whether  the  men  who  navigated  these  vessels  were  qualified  to  dis- 
charge their  duties  or  not  ? 

Answer.  The  owners  of  the  vessels. 

Question.  Neither  yourself  nor  Commodore  Van  Brunt  made  any 
inquiries  on  that  subject  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  We  did  not  insure  the  vessel.  They  managed 
their  own  affairs  in  their  own  way.  They  navigated  their  vessels  at 
their  own  ritfk.  If  they  did  not  do  that  according  to  law  they  would 
forfeit  thoir  insurance.  I  think  that  is  the  surest  way  to  make  them 
do  their  duty. 

C.  VANDERBILT. 
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Nbw  York,  Tuesday,  December  30,  1862. 
George  H.  Willis,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows  : 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  State  your  name,  age,  residence,  and  occupation. 

Answer.  George  H.  Willis  ;  ship-master  is  my  profession.  I  have 
been  in  New  York  for  the  last  year  nearly  all  the  time.  I  have  not 
resided  here,  but  I  have  resided  at  Orange,  New  Jersey,  but  I  have 
been  in  the  city.     I  have  made  it  a  point  to  be  in  town  every  day. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  any  of  the  vessels  chartered  by 
the  United  States  government  for  what  is  known  as  the  Ba^ks  ex- 
pedition ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  some  of  them,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  steamer  Niagara? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  regard  her  as  seaworthy,  or  as  having  been  sea- 
worthy at  the  time  she  started  on  that  expedition  ? 

Answer.  I  regard  her  as  suitable  for  what  she  was  built  for — inland 
navigation.  I  suppose  she  was  built  for  that.  I  should  judge  from 
her  appearance  that  she  was  not  intended  to  navigate  on  the  ocean. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  her  age  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  nothing  more  than  what  I  have  seen  in  the  news- 
papers. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  followed  the  sea  ? 

Answer.  Ever  since  I  was  fourteen  years  old,  and  I  am  now  thirty- 
seven.  I  have  been  constantly  at  sea,  with  the  exception  of  the  last 
eighteen  months. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  a  prudent  man  would  send  the  Niagara 
to  sea  past  Gape  Hatteras  or  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river 
loaded  with  passengers? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  regard  her  as  wholly  unfit  for  an  expedition  of 
that  sort  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  were  you  last  on  board  her  ? 

Answer.  I  have  a  cousin  who  is  a  captain  in  the  50th  Massachusetts 
regiment,  which  was  ordered  to  go  on  board  her,  and  he  wished  me 
to  go  and  see  her  lying  at  pier  51.  He  had  heard  bad  stories  about 
her,  and  wished  to  know  my  opinion  about  her.  I  went  to  see  her 
and  went  aboard  her. 

Question.  What  conclusion  did  you  come  to  when  you  examined 
her? 

Answer.  That  it  was  not  possible  that  the  government  was  going 
to  send  her  around  Cape  Hatteras. 

Question.  Was  she  overloaded  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  vessel  is  not  suitable  to  go  on  such  a  voyage. 
My  attention  was  called  to  the  Niagara  by  the  fact  of  my  cousin  be- 
ing ordered  to  go  aboard  of  her,  and  I  went  to  see  her,  and  went 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


TESTIMONY.  27 

over  her.  I  did  not  go  into  the  fore  hold,  for  I  could  not;  but  I  went 
down  into  the  aft  cabin,  where  provisions  were  stored,  or  barrels, 
which  I  supposed  to  contain  provisions.  Then  I  went  on  the  opposite 
wharf  so  as  to  take  a  good  look  at  her  broadside  on.  You  asked  me 
if  I  thought  the  vessel  was  overloaded.  My  reason  for  not  answering 
that  is,  I  consider  that  a  vessel  like  that  is  not  fit  to  eo  outside,  either 
loaded  or  unloaded.  She  was  not  built  for  that  purpose.  In  speaking 
of  that  vessel  being  loaded  or  unloaded,  or  fit  to  go  to  sea,  I  would 
add,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  winter  time. 

GEO.  H.  WILLIS. 


New  York,  Tuesday,  December  30,  1862. 
William  R.  L.  Wabd,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows : 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Answer.  In  this  city. 

Question.  Are  you  familiar  with  any  of  the  vessels  employed  by 
the  government  as  transports  for  the  Banks  expedition  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  ones  do  you  know,  sir  ? 

Answer.  The  Niagara,  sir;  no  other. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  known  her? 

Answer.  Three  weeks  ago  last  Sunday,  I  think  it  was,  sir,  when 
she  lay  at  pier  39  North  river. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  her  history  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  except  what  I  have  seen  in  the  papers,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  on  board  of  her  on  that  Sunday  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  part  of  the  50th  Massachusetts  regiment  on  her 
at  that  time  ?  t 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge.  I  did  not  see  a  living  soul  on  her 
at  that  time.  I  was  on  the  wharf  at  the  time.  I  was  there  with  my 
son.  I  went  down  with  him.  My  son  is  a  captain  in  the  Massachu- 
setts 50th,  and  while  they  were  at  the  Union  Course,  on  Long  Island, 
at  their  camp,  he  was  frequently  at  my  house.  My  residence  is  near 
Fifth  avenue,  on  west  Sixteenth  street.  He  was  in  the  habit  of 
coming  in  occasionally  and  passing  a  night  with  me.  On  Sunday  it 
was  a  clear,  cold  day.  He  suggested  my  going  with  him  to  the  pier 
to  look  at  this  steamer.  He  said  they  were  to  go  on  the  Niagara. 
As  I  have  been  a  seafaring  man  a  part  of  my  life,  and  have  been 
interested  in  sailing  vessels,  steamers,  and  various  craft,  he  suggested 
my  going  down  to  look  at  her  to  see  what  I  thought  of  her.  I  then 
knew  nothing  of  her.  I  went  with  him  on  the  wharf  about  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  looked  at  her  perhaps  two  minutes. 
That  was  quite  enough  to  satisfy  me  in  regard  to  the  vessel.  I  did 
not  go  aboard.  She  was  very  deep  in  the  water.  The  pier  was 
covered  with  barrels  apparently  destined  for  her.     She  was  heavily 
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loaded.    I  glanced  at  her  bow  and  stern  abont  two  minutes,  and  was 
satisfied  about  the  vessel,  and  declined  going  on  board. 

Question.  What  was  the  judgment  you  formed  of  her? 

Answer.  That  she  was  totally  unfit  for  transporting  troops  outside 
of  New  York  harbor,  or  any  harbor.  I  then  left,  and  I  believe  I 
expressed  myself  pretty  clearly  to  my  son.  I  told  him  on  my  return 
to  my  house,  after  thinking  it  over,  as  I  did  not  like  to  excite  any 
unnecessary  alarm  in  him,  though  I  knew  he  was  slightly  acquainted 
with  vessels.  I  suggested  to  him  and  urged  him  to  go  out  to  his  com- 
pany the  next  morning  and  see  his  colonel,  and  tell  him  that  the  ves- 
sel was,  in  my  opinion,  totally  unfit  for  transporting  troops.  I  knew 
he  was  from  the  interior  of  Massachusetts,  and  thought  that  he  was 
probably  unaccustomed  to  vessels,  while  I  had  had  a  life-long  experi- 
ence in  vessels,  and  knew,  perhaps,  more  on  that  subject  than  he  did. 
I  told  him  to  ask  the  colonel  to  think  twice  before  he  took  the 
responsibility  of  ordering  his  men  on  board  such  a  craft  as  that ;  that 
I  considered  her  unfit,  and  at  this  time  of  the  year  a  very  dangerous 
vessel  to  go  outside  of  the  harbor.  The  next  morning  (Monday)  he 
went  out.  About  mid-day  the  colonel,  lieutenant  colonel,  and  major, 
came  into  my  office,  on  Cedar  street,  near  Broadway.  They  seemed 
to  be  excited.  The  colonel  asked  me  to  give  my  opinion  of  the  ves- 
sel. I  did  so,  in  very  strong  language,  perhaps  too  strong  to  be  re- 
ported here  ;  but  I  told  him  that  if  she  went  on,  in  my  estimation, 
she  would  never  see  port  again — that  she  would  prove  their  coffin. 
It  was  my  firm  conviction.  That  was  the  purport  of  what  I  said.  He 
asked  what  I  knew  of  her.  I  told  him  I  saw  her  model,  and  I  knew 
at  once  that  she  was  an  old  lake  craft.  She  had  two  heights  of  cabins ; 
that  is  more  than  any  sea-going  vessel  ever  has.  I  lived  on  the  lakes 
a  good  many  years,  and  owned  vessels  there.  I  told  him  he  had  bet- 
ter take  some  steps.  He  asked  what  steps  were  necessary — whether 
he  should  protest?  He  suggested  that  a  committee  of  survey  should 
be  called  upon  her,  as  he  should  like  to  know  whether  I  was  right  or 
wrong.  He  asked  if  I  would  act  on  that  board  of  survey.  I  said  I 
would,  if  desired ;  but,  as  my  son  was  to  go  aboard,  and  I  had  an 
interest,  I  would  prefer  some  one  else .  I  said  I  would  serve,  but  I 
was  acquainted  with  many  ship-builders  and  experienced  men  whose 
reputation  was  well  established  in  this  city,  who  could  examine  her. 
He  expressed  himself  satisfied,  and  left  my  office.  I  saw  nothing 
more  of  him.  In  two  or  three  days  my  son  came  in  from  camp,  and 
told  me,  to  my  surprise,  that  the  colonel  had  not  ordered  a  board  of 
survey,  but  had  been  talking  with  some  of  the  parties,  and  they  had 
made  the  rough  places  appear  smooth,  and  satisfied  him ;  and  the 
regiment  was  going  aboard.  I  felt  very  badly  about  it,  but  said 
nothing  at  the  time.  On  the  following  Friday,  my  son  told  me  that 
they  were  ordered  to  go  aboard  that  day  about  noon.  She  laid  off  in 
the  harbor,  near  Buttermilk  channel,  just  abreast  of  Hamilton  Perry, 
Brooklyn.  About  one  o' clock  they  were  to  embark.  I  went  down 
beforehand.  The  troops  marched  down  and  went  aboard  a  tug-boat, 
to  come  aboard  the  steamer.  I  did  not  feel  satisfied,  and  took  a  small 
boat,  which  I  hired,  from  the  shore,  and  went  in  advance  about  fifteen 

Lvigitized  by  VjOO^^^ 


TESTIMONY.  29 

minutes.  The  colonel  and  field  oflScers  went  aboard.  I  took  a  sur- 
vey of  the  vessel  generally,  down  and  up,  and  all  over,  and  was  sat- 
isfied that  she  was  a  good  deal  worse  than  I  first  thought  her.  When 
my  son  came  aboard,  his  was  the  flank  company  ;  he  came  aboard 
first  with  his  men.  I  don't  know  whether  I  told  him  to  put  his  men 
down  below  in  the  hold,  or  not,  but  I  think  I  suggested  it ;  but  I  was 
a  good  deal  excited.  At  any  rate,  he  took  his  men  down  into  the 
hold.  There  were  berths  fitted  there.  It  was  a  hard  place  to  put 
men  into.  The  floor  was  covered  over  with  barrels,  and  you  could 
not  stand  erect,  of  course,  as  the  height  was  not  great  enough. 
Around  the  skin  of  the  vessel  were  rough  berths,  and  in  the  centre 
were  two  rows  of  berths  built  up,  calculated  to  hold  three  men.  He 
put  his  company  there.  Forty-odd  of  his  company  were  seafaring 
men,  raised  in  Massachusetts,  who  knew  what  vessels  were.  The 
stowage  I  thought  rather  hard.  After  getting  his  men  placed,  he 
came  on  deck  and  said,  **  Father,  my  men  are  very  uneasy.  You 
know  I  have  over  forty  old  sailors  in  my  company,  and  they  say  the 
deck  beams  have  started  four  inches  on  the  side.  I  wish  you  would 
come  down  and  look  it  over."  I  said,  **No,  I  have  seen  enough  ;  it 
makes  me  sick.  But  you  are  in  the  scrape,  my  son,  and  you  must 
go."  But  I  finally  went  down  with  him.  I  looked  up  and  saw  the 
beams,  and,  at  all  events,  my  statements  or  previous  opinions  were 
confirmed. 

Question.   (By  Mr.  Morrill.)  What  did  you  see  on  the  beams  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  what  struck  me  that  her  beams  had  been  fixed — 
painted  and  cased  over,  and  fixed  up.  I  looked  but  a  moment.  I 
was  sick  with  the  appearance  of  her  timbers,  frame,  and  everything 
about.     I  went  right  up  again. 

Question.  State  what  you  saw. 

Answer.  I  cannot  describe  what  I  saw.  I  saw  paint  and  a  deck 
beam.  One  man  said,  **Look  there  !"  I  glanced  up,  but  I  cannot 
say  what  I  saw.  I  could  not  testify  that  I  saw  that  the  deck  beams 
were  started;  but  I  saw  that  the  whole  appearance  was  that  she  had 
been  fixed  up  for  a  certain  purpose.  I  immediately  went  on  deck, 
and  said  I  did  not  want  to  see  anything  more.  I  am  sorry  now  that 
I  did  not  pay  close  attention.  I  then  came  ashore.  The  colonel 
finding  that  there  were  too  many  men,  five  companies,  immediately 
ordered  one  company  on  board  the  tug  boat,  to  be  taken  ashore.  The 
vessel,  with  all  these  men  and  freight  on  it,  was  very  deep  in  the 
water.  On  Saturday,  the  next  day,  I  went  on  board  again,  and  about 
noon,  or  in  the  afternoon.  By  the  way,  I  should  say  that  when  I  was 
on  board,  before  the  soldiers  were  aboard,  I  got  into  conversation  with 
the  captain  of  the  steamer.  He  was  an  elderly  man,  and  struck  me 
as  a  very  singular  man  to  put  in  charge  of  a  steamer.  He  may  be  all 
right.  I  asked  him  :  *  *  Captain,  do  you  know  about  this  craft  that 
you  have  charge  of?"  He  answered,  **No;  but  I  have  seen  her  bot- 
tom."    I  did  not  know  exactly  what  he  meant. 

Question.  Was  his  name  John  Dorry? 
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Answer.  I  do  not  know.  He  was  an  old  man,  and  I  judged  from 
his  appearance  that  he  had  seen  better  days;  whether  he  was  intem- 
perate or  not  I  don't  know,  though  I  have  heard  something  of  the 
kind.  He  looked  pretty  well  that  day  when  I  asked  him,  ''Captain, 
do  you  know  about  this  vessel?'*  He  said  **No  ;  but  I  have  seen 
her  bottom.''  I  said,  "  Have  you  ever  sailed  in  her?"  **  No,  sir." 
*  *  What  sorr  of  a  bottom  has  she  ?' '  I  asked.  *  *  That' s  all  right, ' '  said 
he.  I  said,  smilingly,  **I  notice  that  you  have  spongoons  on  the 
sides  of  this  craft"  '*  Yes,"  said  he,  **I  had  those  put  on."  Said 
I,  **Do  you  think  you  are  going  to  improve  her  in  that  way?"  He 
made  some  indefinite  answer,  and  turned  on  his  heel.  I  saw  it  was 
of  no  use  to  talk  to  him.  He  had  his  instructions,  or  knew  what  to 
say,  I  thought.  On  Saturday  I  took  my  son  on  board,  and  took  him 
around,  and  talked  to  him  plainly.  I  said,  '*You  had  bettor  take  a 
berth  on  the  starboard  side,  because  in  going  down  the  coast  the 
waves  will  come  on  the  other  side.  You  take  one  of  the  life-pre- 
servers and  hide  it  under  your  berth,  as  there  are  but  very  few.  The 
chances  are  that  you  will  have  to  swim  for  it.  I  doubt  whether  any 
of  you  will  ever  see  land  again.  You  will  have  to  swim  for  it.  The 
first  time  this  vessel  comes  into  a  sea — and  it  will  not  require  a  gale 
either — you  must  calculate  to  go  to  the  bottom,  or  swim  for  it.  Take 
care  of  that  life-preserver,  and  do  not  let  anybody  know  that  you 
have  it."  I  went  away;  and  about  half-past  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon I  went  on  board.  They  were  discharging  freight  then  in  a 
lighter.  The  captain  said  she  had  too  much  on,  as  I  was  told.  In  a 
few  minutes  the  lighter  was  towed  to  somewhere  on  the  pier.  I  left 
her,  I  believe,  in  the  last  boat,  or  one  of  the  last  boats.  One  thing 
more  I  would  here  relate  in  regard  to  that  vessel  :  it  was  loaded  so 
deep  that  the  captain  ordered  this  freight,  belonging  to  the  regiment, 
to  be  taken  off ;  and  when  I  went  alongside  in  a  little  White  Hall 
boat,  I  stepped  from  that  boat  directly  on  the  guards  of  the  vessel. 
For  a  vessel  to  leave  here  loaded  down  in  that  way  in  December  is 
rather  sharp  practice,  I  think.  I  thought  it  was  an  inhuman  piece  of 
business  to  send  men  outside  in  such  a  craft  in  midsummer, much  more 
in  winter.  Perhaps  I  may  show  a  little  feeling,  but  my  son  is  as  dear 
to  me  as  any  one  else.  I  cfeuld  not  restrain  myself  from  speaking 
plainly.  I  saw  on  her  engine  that  it  was  branded  or  stamped  "1849," 
which  showed  that  it  was  an  old  engine.  I  looked  around  to  see  the 
maker's  name,  which  is  generally  put  on,  together  with  the  year, 
and  I  discovered  the  figures  *'  1849"  cast  on  the  frame. 

Question.  You  formed  your  opinion  from  her  general  appearance  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  You  can  tell  by  the  appearance  of  a  vessel 
what  her  age  and  condition  is.  The  model  of  this  vessel  was  of  the 
style  of  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago,  square  stern,  Ac.  Her  wood- 
work seemed  to  be  rotten.  She  had  every  indication  of  being  an  old 
vessel,  and  one  that  had  been  used  hard.     The  joints  were  loose. 

W.  R.  L.  WARD. 
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New  York,  Tuesday,  Dec.  30,  1862. 
Brigadier  General  George  L.  Andrews  being  duly  sworn,  testi- 
fied as  follows: 

^  Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  General  Andrews,  please  state  what  connexion  you  had 
with  fitting  out  the  Banks  expedition. 

Answer.  I  was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Banks  upon  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  War  at  the  time  I  received  my  appointment. 
I  reported  to  him  about  the  iTth  of  November.  I  had  nothing  very 
special,  nothing  worth  mentioning  now,  to  do  with  the  expedition, 
until  a  short  time  before  we  left,  when  he  called  me  and  said  that  he 
should  desire  me  to  take  charge  of  the  remainder  of  the  expedition 
after  his  departure. 

Question.  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  procuring  transports^for 
the  troops  of  his  expedition  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  up  to  that  time. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  yourself  capable  of  determining  as  to 
the  character  of  transport  vessels  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  not  familiar  enough  with  this  subject  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  at  all. 

Question.  Were  you  ever  on  board  the  Niagara? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  was  on  board  of  her. 

Question.  Did  Colonel  Messer,  or  any  other  oflScers  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts 50th,  object  to  you  to  that  regiment,  or  a  portion  of  it, 
being  embarked  on  that  vessel  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  a  portion  of  it  being  embarked,  but  as  to  how* 
large  a  portion  should  be  embarked  upon  it.  Colonel  Messer  stated 
that  he  thought  the  number  assigned  to  the  vessel  was  too  large.  I 
told  him  to  march  his  troops  on  board  the  vessel  according  to  the 
order,  and  the  inspecting  officer  would  determine  whether  it  was  too 
large  or  not.  He  marched  his  troops  aboard  and  the  inspecting  offi- 
cer determined  that  it  was  too  large  a  number,  and  a  part  was  taken 
off. 

Question.  Who  determined  the  stowage  of  the  vessels  and  what 
was  to  go  on  this  vessel  and  on  that? 

Answer.  The  assignments  were  generally  made  by  myself,  except 
in  smaller  matters;  but  the  quartermaster  was  strictly  forbidden  to 
put  anything  on  board  a  vessel  without  the  sanction  of  an  inspecting 
officer. 

Question.  Who  was  that  inspecting  officer? 

Answer.   Commodore  Van  Brunt. 

Question.  Was  Commodore  Van  Brunt  consulted  as  to  the  number 
of  persons  that  should  goon  board  each  transport? 

Answer.  He  was,  in  this  way,  sir:  I  was  in  the  habit  of  calling 
upon  Commodore  Yanderbilt,  agreeable  to  my  instructions,  for  such  a 
number  of  troops  of  such  a  regiment.  The  commodore  then  sent  me 
the  name  of  the  vessel,  her  capacity,  and  where  she  lay.    X  then  sat 
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dowD  and  wrote  a  note,  saying  to  him  that  sach  and  such  were  the 
assignments  for  these  vessels.  This  letter  I  wrote  to  Commodore 
Vanderbilt,and  I  sent  a  copy  of  that  letter  to  Commodore  Van  Brunt, 
with  an  indorsement  on  it,  *  *  communicated  to  Commodore  Van  Brunt 
for  his  information."  I  also  sent  a  copy  to  Captain  Putnam,  the 
principal  quartermaster,  and  kept  a  copy  myself.  In  that  copy  sent 
to  him  Captain  Putnam  was  directed  to  have  the  inspection  made  by 
the  inspecting  officer  before  anything  wets  put  on  board.  After  the 
troops  were  put  on  board  Captain  Putnam  was  required  to  have 
another  inspection  as  to  the  state  of  the  cargo,  &c. 

Question.  Was  Commodore  Van  Brunt  to  make  both  these  inspec- 
tions? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  both  before  and  after  the  troops  went  on  board. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  did  inspect  the  vessels  in  that 
way? 

Answer.  That  has  been  my  impression.  I  could  not  swear  posi- 
tively that  he  did  do  so,  but  that  was  the  understanding  upon  my 
part  at  least. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  made  any  thorough  examina- 
tion of  the  vessels  to  determine  their  seaworthiness,  or  whether  any 
one  did  ? 

Answer.  It  was  impossible  for  me  to  give  my  personal  attention  to 
this  matter  so  as  to  answer  this  question  from  observation.  The 
duties  that  I  had  to  do  about  the  office  were  such  that  it  was  impos- 
sible for  me  to  know,  except  from  what  he  told  me,  which  I  have  no 
doubt  was  perfectly  correct.  He  stated  to  me  that  he  did  examine 
the  vessels;  that  as  to  the  Niagara  in  particular,  he  had  an  unusual 
opportunity  to  see  her  condition,  her  bottom,  Ac,  and  he  had  had  a 
Mr.  Haswell  on  board  to  assist  him  in  inspecting  the  vessel. 

Question.  Mr.  Haswell  is  a  machine  inspector? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  an  engine  inspector.  He  had  also  Mr.  Southard, 
who  is  highly  spoken  of  as  a  competent  judge  of  the  seaworthiness 
of  vessels  to  assist  him  in  inspecting  vessels.  Whether  he  employed 
him  upon  that  vessel  or  not  I  do  not  know;  but  I  recollect  Commodore 
Van  Brunt  stating  to  me  in  regard  to  that  vessel  that  he  had  had  an 
unusual  opportunity  for  examining  her  on  account  of  her  being  on 
the  stockg  receiving  repairs. 

Question.  Did  he  say  to  you  that  he  examined  her  timbers  ? 

Answer.  He  did  not  say  that  expressly.  He  did  not  give  me  any 
details  as  to  the  examination;  but  I  understood  him  to  have  inspected 
her  to  his  entire  satisfaction,  he  having  had  a  better  opportunity 
than  usual  on  account  of  her  being  on  the  stocks  receiving  repairs. 
I  also  called  particular  attention  to  that  vessel,  in  consequence  of 
Colonel  Messer's  representations  to  me  in  regard  to  the  number.  The 
seaworthiness  of  the  vessel  was  never  called  in  question  to  me  by 
Colonel  Messer. 

Question.  Nor  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Locke  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  it. 

Question.  Nor  by  Colonel  Ward  nor  Captain  Duncan? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  recollect  it.     It  is  possible  that  some- 
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thing  might  have  slipped  into  conversation  about  it,  but  I  do  not 
remember  it.  But  I  do  recollect  about  the  number  being  specified  to 
be  too  great,  and  that  was  the  point  to  which  I  culled  particular 
attention.  The  note  I  think  I  wrote  was  addressed  to  Captain  Put- 
nam, telling  him  to  be  sure  to  have  that  matter  carefully  looked  to. 

Question.  By  what  rule  were  you  governed  in  assigning  troops  to 
a  vessel  ? 

Answer.  There  was  no  special  rule,  sir,  except  to  adapt  the  troops 
as  far  as  I  could  to  the  capacity  of  the  vessel  as  nearly  as  I  could 
arrive  at  it.  I  stated  to  Commodore  Vanderbilt  that  there  had  been 
a  good  deal  of  trouble  about  over-estimating  the  capacity  of  vessels* 
and  that  I  desired  to  arrive  at  some  system  if  possible  by  which  that 
could  be  avoided*  I  have,  however,  had  to  take  as  nearly  as  I  could 
his  estimate  of  it.  He  has  been  in  the  office  with  Commodore  Van 
Brunt,  and  they  have  consulted  together;  but  I  have  invariably  re- 
quired an  inspection  before  the  troops  go,  and  if  Commodore  Yan 
Brunt  said  the  number  of  troops  was  too  great  or  was  not  entirely 
satisfactory,  they  weire  ordered  to  be  taken  off,  no  matter  what  opinion 
might  have  been  entertained  by  anybody  else. 

Question.  When  t}^e  number  of  troops  was  fixed  did  you  also 
determine  the  amount  of  stores  to  go  on  board  ? 

Answer.  That  was  left  in  this  way.  In  my  note  to  Commodore 
Vanderbilt  I  stated  that  troops  will  take  their  camp  and  garrison 
equipage,  and  that  they  will  take  60  or  30  days'  rations,  according  as 
it  is  a  sailing  or  a  steam  vessel,  and  officers'  baggage  and  stores;  and  if 
there  be  any  small  matters  that  can  be  put  on  board  that  the  vessel 
has  room  for,  the  quartermaster  may  do  so,  provided  the  inspecting 
officer  will  sanction  it. 

Question.  It  appears  from  the  testimony  already  before  the  com- 
mittee that  there  was  a  large  amount  of  barrels  and  stores  on  the 
Niagara  at  the  time  that  you  ordered  the  six  companies  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts 60th  to  embark  on  that  vessel.  Did  you  know  the  amount 
of  stores  that  would  be  received  on  board? 

Answer.  I  did  not,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  afterwards  tlva  amount  of  stores  that  had 
been  put  on  or  was  to  be  put  on  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not,  beyond  the  fact  that  the  quantity  of  stores  wa« 
stated  to  be  large,  and  my  understanding  was  that  a  good  part  of  it 
belonged  to  the  troops  that  were  to  go  on  board,  and  it  was  in  con- 
sequence of  a  lack  of  proper  regulations  in  regard  to  the  amount  of 
camp  and  garrison  equipage  and  other  baggage  that  troops  should  be 
allowed  to  take.  I  recollect  stating  that  if  the  case  had  been  a  new 
one,  where  I  had  the  control  of  the  expedition  from  the  beginning, 
I  should  have  had  everything  inspected  before  it  went  on.  But  as 
that  was  not  the  custom  of  General  Banks,  I  preferred  to  pursue  the 
same  course  that  he  had  done. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  Jersey  Blue  ? 

Answer.  I  recollect  that  was  one  of  the  vessels  that  sailed. 

Question.  Was  she  a  propeller  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so.     She  was  a  steam  vessel. 
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Question.  Do  you  know  what  troops  embarked  on  her  7  . 

Answer.  I  cannot  now  tell  you. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  doubts  expressed  as  to  her  sen* 
worthiness? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  any.  General  insinuations  have  been 
made,  from  time  to  time,  by  different  parties,  with  which  I  did  not 
charge  my  mind,  as  to  the  different  vessels.  I  do  not  remember  any 
specific  charges  as  to  the  Jersey  Blue. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  steamer  M.  Sandford  ? 

Answer.  The  E.  M.  Sandford,  sir,  sailed  before  I  took  charge.'  I 
had  nothing  to  do  with  her.  A  list  of  troops  was  left  with  me  that 
were  expected  to  accompany  General  Banks,  and  another  list  that  I 
was  expected  to  forward.  On  the  list  expected  to  accompany  Gene- 
ral Banks  the  regiments  and  the  vessels  to  which  they  were  assigned 
were  stated  with  an  approximation  to  the  number  of  troops  to  each; 
and  the  E.  M.  Sandford  was  put  down  to  the  15€th  New  York,  813 
men.  [Examining  document.]  I  find  on  my  list  of  troops  which 
would  probably  be  left,  and  which  I  was  to  forward,  six  companies 
of  the  50th  Massachusetts,  to  the  Niagara — 540  men.  The  number 
on  this  list  has  apparently  been  since  changed  from  500  to  540. 
After  the  Niagara  is  a  note  of  interrogation.  What  that  refers  to  I 
donH  know.  It  was  put  there  by  the  same  party  who  made  this 
paper,  whoever  that  was. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  parties  from  whom  these 
vessels  were  chartered  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  whatever. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  parties  from  whom  they 
were  chartered  ?  , 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Under  what  instructions  did  you  act  in  this  connexion  ? 

Answer.  I  acted  under  instructions  furnished  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Irwin,  of  General  Banks's  staff,  by  direction  of  General  Banks.  I 
will  read  the  following  extracts.  The  date  is  December  2,  1862: 
'*The  commanding  general  directs  as  follows:  After  his  departure, 
which  will  probably  take  place  to-morrow,  you  will  assume  command 
of  all  that  portion  of  the  expedition  which  remains  here  and  in  the 
States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and  New 
York.  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  A  list  of  the  troops  of  the  expedition  which 
wnll  probably  be  left  here  is  annexed.  Use  every  exertion  to  send 
forward  all  these  troops  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  Commo- 
dore Vanderbilt,  whose  office  is  at  No.  5  Bowling  Green,  has  been 
intrusted  by  the  government  with  the  duty  of  providing  all  the  trans- 
portation required  for  the  expedition.  ♦  ♦  ♦  Give  sealed  orders 
of  destination  to  the  masters  of  the  transports,  to  be  opened  at  sea. 
♦  *  *  Each  vessel  should  have  from  30  to  60  days'  rations  for  the 
troops  that  go  with  her,  and  the  troops  should  take  medical  stores 
for  three  months."  These  were  the  only  instructions  I  had  from 
General  Banks.  It  was  Colonel  Holabird  who  informed  me  that  Com- 
modore Van  Brunt  was  the  inspecting  officer;  I  had  no  instructions 
from  any  one  else  that  such  was  the  case.     General  Banks  left  in 
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considerable  haste,  and  I  found  full  occnpation  for  a  few  days  in  get- 
ting hold  of  the  business  that  I  had  to  attend  to.  Some  disturbances 
occurred  among  the  troops  down  at  the  camp  that  I  had  to  attend  to, 
and  I  found  that  I  had  all  that  I  could  do.  I  had  a  conversation  with 
Commodore  Vanderbilt,  which  I  have  already  mentioned,  with  regard 
to  fixing  upon  some  system  by  which  the  proper  number  of  troops 
and  the  proper  quantity  of  stores  to  go  on  board  a  vessel  should  be 
determined,  so  that  I  should  avoid  as  much  as  possible  ordering  a 
part  of  the  troops  on  board  and  being  obliged  to  leave  the  rest,  thus 
breaking  up  the  regiments.  I  had  also  a  conversation  with  Commo- 
dore Van  Brunt  in  which  I  stated  to  him  that  I  was  unwilling,  with 
my  knowledge  of  transportation,  to  assume  any  responsibility  what- 
ever with  regard  to  the  sea-worthiness  of  vessels  or  what  was  the 
proper  load.  It  was  a  matter  of  which  I  knew  nothing;  and,  so  far 
as  my  knowledge  went,  there  were  very  few  officers  in  the  army  who 
did  know  much  about  it.  Some  quartermasters  might  have  knowledge 
in  that  line,  but  it  was  not  usually  to  be  expected  from  a  general 
officer,  and  my  course  would  be  to  have  the  vessels  selected  by  Com- 
modore Vanderbilt,  and  then  have  them  inspected  by  him;  and  such 
as  he  said  the  vessels  were,  so  I  should  take  it  for  granted  they  were, 
sea- worthy  or  unsea-worthy,  as  the  case  might  be. 

Question.  (By  Mr.  Morrill.)  State  whether  you  gave  Commodore 
Van  Brunt  to  understand  this  at  the  time  the  vessels  were  employed — 
whether  he  was  notified?  "* 

Answer.  Not  before  the  sailing  of  General  Banks.  I  took  the  com- 
mand while  some  of  the  vessels  were  in  process  of  being  loaded.  I 
had  the  conversation  with  Commodore  Van  Brunt  soon  after  General 
Banks  sailed.  The  Niagara  and  the  Jersey  Blue  were  botli  vessels 
that  had  been  selected  before  I  took  command. 

Question.  (By  the  Chairman.)  Who  selected  the  navigators,  the 
commanders  of  these  vessels,  and  determined  as  to  their  capacity  for 
navigating? 

Answer.  That  I  could  not  state;  I  do  not  know.  I  regarded  it 
myself  as  a  part  of  Commodore  Vanderbilt' s  duty. 

GEO.  L.  ANDREWS, 
Brigadier  Chnercd  qf  Vclunteers. 


New  York,  December  SO,  1862. 
Ambrose  Snow,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  Be  kind  enough  to  state  your  name,  age,  residence,  and 
occupation. 

Answer.  Ambrose  Snow,  of  the  firm  of  Snow  &  Burgess,  of  New 
York.     My  residence  is  in  Brooklyn. 

Question .  What  business  is  your  firm  engaged  in  ? 
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Answer.  Shipping  and  oommercial  business.     We  are  ship-owners. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  that  business? 

Answer.  Some  10  years. 

Question.  Has  your  attention  been  attracted  to  the  vessels  engaged 
for  the  transportation  of  troops  of  the  United  States  army  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  subject  has  interested  ship-owners  and 
those  having  ships  to  charter  to  government. 

Question.  Have  you  furnished  any  vessels  to  government  for  the 
Baaks  expedition  7 

Answer.  For  Banks's  expedition  we  furnished  not  our  own  ship, 
but  from  us  was  chartered  the  ship  Montebello,  a  sailing  ship.  We 
chartered  her  some  three  weeks  ago;  I  cannot  give  the  exact  date. 
She  is  DOW  at  Fortress  Motiroe. 

Question.  At  what  rate  was  she  chartered  ? 

Answer.  At  $3  75  cents  per  ton  per  month. 

Question.  To  whom  did  you  charter  her  ?  Who  was  the  agent  of 
the  government  who  chartered  her  7 

Answer.  Mr.  Yanderbilt  seemed  to  be  the  party  who  chartered  the 
ship;  but  Mr.  Southard  seemed  to  act  rather  as  the  agent.  He  was 
the  man  we  had  to  apply  to  to  procure  the  charter.  Through  him 
we  got  the  charter.  He  was  the  only  party  we  conld  apply  to  or  do 
anything  with,  as  it  seemed  to  us.     I  mean  Mr.  T.  J.  Southard. 

Question.  What  was  the  tonnage  of  the  Montebello  ? 

Answer.  1,050  tons. 

Question.  Did  you  furnish  any  other  vessel  7 

Answer.  No,  sir;  the  ship  Jenny  Beales  has  been  generally  in  our 
hands,  and  was  chartered,  but  not  directly  from  us;  but  the  owner  of 
her  chartered  her. 

Question.  Did  yon  pay  any  percentage  to  secure  the  charter  ? 

Answer.  We  paid  five  per  cent,  to  Mr.  Southard. 

Question.  Was  the  usual  rate  at  which  charged  in  cases  of  this 
kind? 

Answer.  That  was  all  that  I  have  any  knowledge  of  his  charging — 
five  per  cent. 

Question.  Was  that  the  usual  rate  at  which  he  charged? 

Answer.  That  was  the  regular  charge  he  made,  so  far  as  our 
knowledge  went — five  per  cent. 

Question.  Were  you  the  owner  of  the  Montebello  ? 

iAnswer.  No,  sir;  we  were  not  the  owners. 

Question.  You  acted  as  ship-brokers  ? 

Answer.  We  acted  as  ship-brokers.  We  are  also  ship-owners  to  a 
large  extent. 

Question.  You  also  charged  a  second  amount  to  the  owners  7 

Answer.  We  have  an  agreement  of  our  own  with  the  owners.  In 
a  case  of  this  kind  it  is  generally  a  matter  of  agreement.  Where  a 
large  commission  has  to  be  paid  for  a  charter  like  that,  it  is  generally 
a;n  outside  matter. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  $3  75  per  ton  per  month  is  a  fair 
rate  ?     Was  it  above  or  below  the  market  rate  at  the  time  ?      , 
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Answer.  That  is  as  low,  probably,  as  the  ships  could  be  procured. 
It  might  be  possible  to  get  them  for  less,  but  that  would  depend  oa 
the  business. 

Question.  This  five  per  cent,  was  that  per  cent,  on  the  whole  amount 
received  by  the  charter  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  on  the  whole  amount.  With  these  charters 
the  government  guarantees  to  keep  the  ship  three  months,  and  the 
five  per  cent,  would  be  upon  that  three  months  or  longer,  if  the  gov- 
ernment kept  it  longer. 

Question.  What  was  the  general  character  of  the  sailing  vessels 
employed  for  the  Banks  expedition? 

Answer.  I  think  their  general  character  was  good. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  that  were  unseaworthy  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  that  were  unseaworthy. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  Niagara? 

Answer.  Only  by  reputation. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  propeller  Jersey  Blue? 

Answer.   Only  by  common  talk. 

Question.  Are  you  in  the  steamship  business? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  furnished  other  vessels  for  the  other  expedi- 
tions? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  we  never  have  been  able  to  furnish  but  one. 
We  furnished  one  of  our  ships  to  go  to  Port  Royal. 

Question.  Who  was  the  government  agent  in  that  instance  ? 

Answer.  That  was  from  the  quartermaster.  Colonel  Tompkins. 

Question.  At  what  rate  ? 

Answer.   We  furnished  that  ship  for  the  round  sum  of  $5,000. 

Question.  Did  you  pay  any  per  cent,  then  to  secure  it? 

Answer.  We  paid  a  per  cent,  to  a  broker  who  came  and  named  the 
rate,  Ac,  to  us.  He  was  a  regular  broker.  It  was  two  and  a  half 
percent. 

Question.  That  you  regarded  as  a  legitimate  transaction  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  we  did. 

Question.  Did  you  consider  this  of  Southard  a  legitimate  and  fair 
transaction  ? 

Answer.  Ship-owners  did  not  consider  it  a  legitimate  or  fair  trans- 
action. It  would,  perhaps,  be  proper  for  me  to  explain.  We  sup- 
posed it  should  be  open  for  all  ship-owners  to  ofier  their  ships  for 
whatever  they  could  a£ford,  and  the  government  accept  or  not  as  it 
choose. 

Question.  Who  famished  the  navigators  or  captains  for  these  ves- 
sels ?     Was  it  the  owners  ? 

Answer.  All  the  sailing  ships  have  captains  attached  to  them, who 
are  thorough  navigatorSi  who  have  made  long  voyages  and  are  expe- 
rienced men.  They  are  always  attached  to  the  sailing  ships.  The 
sailing  ships  are  obliged  to  have  so  many  navigators;  three  navi- 
gators on  board,  or  otherwise  their  insurance  is  vitiated  with  the 
underwriters;  that  is  a  stipulation;  they  don't  go  to  sea  without 
Suitable  navigators. 
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Question,  Do  you  know  whether  any  steps  were  taken  by  any  gov- 
ernment employes  or  quartermasters  or  agents  of  any  description  to 
ascertain  whether  these  vessels  were  furnished  with  the  necessary 
charts,  officers,  instruments,  Ac,  necessary  to  navigate? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  of  any  steps  of  that  kind  being 
taken. 

Question.  Would  it  not  have  been  as  ^asy  for  the  government  to 
have  made  its  contracts  directly  with  the  ship-owners  as  through  the 
intervention  of  an  agent,  and  would  not  that  have  been  as  safe  to 
the  government  as  to  have  acted  through  the  intervention  of  Mr. 
Southard? 

Answer.  We  supposed  that  the  proper  way  for  the  government  to 
have  procured  these  vessels  would  have  been  through  the  quarter- 
master, who  is  constantly  chartering  vessels  for  the  government. 

Question.  Who  is  the  quartermaster  in  charge  ? 

Answer.  Colonel  Tompkins  has  been  removed.  Captain  Stinson  is 
a  very  capable  man  and  has  had  charge  of  that. 

Question.  Have  any  of  the  contracts  made  with  the  quartermaster's 
department  been  such  as  would  require  or  warrant  the  taking  from 
this  quartermaster's  department  of  this  branch  of  business? 

Answer.  The  general  opinion  of  ship-owners  here,  and  that  is  the 
understanding  in  getting  these  charters,  that  the  business  has  been 
done  very  correctly  indeed  with  the  quartermaster  here.  They 
regard  Captain  Stinson  as  a  very  honorable,  fair,  straightforward  man, 
who  looks  closely  to  the  interests  of  the  government  in  procuring 
charters. 

Question.  So  far  as  you  know,  then,  there  has  been  no  conduct  on 
the  part  of  the  legitimate  officers  of  the  quartermaster's  department 
that  would  justify  any  one  in  pronouncing  them  incompetent  for  the 
proper  discharge  of  this  duty  of  chartering  vessels  ? 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  know,  and  from  the  general  understanding  of 
the  people  owning  ships,  they  are  quite  competent  to  procure  all  the 
ships  that  government  may  require.  That  is  the  general  understand- 
ing and  the  general  conversation  among  men  is  so. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  one  who  has  paid  Mr.  Southard,  or 
any  other  party  more  than  five  per  cent  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Was  it  regarded  as  essential  by  you  and  the  other  ship 
owners  that  he  should  be  paid  this  amount  to  get  your  vessels  char- 
tered? 

Answer.  We  knew  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  pay  Mr.  Southard 
or  employ  him  at  all  if  we  could  have  been  allowed  to  go  to  Com- 
modore Yanderbilt.  If  we  could  we  should  have  gone  there.  I 
would  have  gone  to  Commodore  Yanderbilt  and  chartered  my  vessel 
directly  to  him, but  I  could  not  reach  him  except  through  Mr. Southard. 

Question  (by  Mr.  Morrill.)  Why  could  you  not  reach  Commodore 
Yanderbilt  except  through  Mr.  Southard  ? 

Answer.  When  we  got  to  Commodore  Yanderbilt  we  were  referred 
to  Mr.  Southard ;  when  we  went  to  Mr.  Southard  we  were  told  that 
we  should  have  to  pay  him  a  commission  of  five  per  cent.        j  ^ 
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QaestioD.  Did  he  tell  yoa  that? 

Answer.  Mr.  Southard  has  a  son  and  a  sou-in-Iaw  in  the  commission 
business;  also  a  son-in-law  in  the  shipping  and  chandlery  business; 
and  to  this  son  and  son-in-law  we  would  have  to  pay  a  five  per  cent. 
commission. 

Question.  Who  told  you  that? 

Answer.  We  have  done  that.  Who  told  us  ?  Well,  I  could  not 
specify  what  particular  man  told  us.  That  had  to  be  done.  We 
did  do  it.  Our  general  understanding  was,  we  had  to  apply  to  Mr. 
Southard,  and  in  order  to  get  the  charter  we  must  pay  five  per  cent. 

Question.  You  did  not  pay  it  to  Mr.  Southard  ? 

Answer.  We  did  pay  the  commission  to  T.  J.  Southard. 

Question.  At  whose  instance  did  you  pay  Southard  ? 

Answer.  Well,  this  matter  would  come  up.  Mr.  Southard  always 
declared  he  had  no  friends  to  reward  and  no  enemies  to  punish.  He 
stated  to  me  that  he  got  no  compensation. 

Question.  But  who  did  he  refer  you  to  7 

Answer.  To  this  young  man,  who  seemed  to  be  commission  mer- 
chant in  the  matter.  It  so  came  out  that  our  ship  got  her  stores 
from  his  son-in-law,  who  kept  ship  stores,  and  she  paid  five  per  cent. 
commission  to  T.  J.  Southard. 

Question.  Did  Southard  give  you  to  understand  that  it  was  neces- 
sary for  you  to  make  this  arrangement  with  that  chandler  then,  and 
this  five  per  cent,  commission  to  him  for  the  charter  ? 

Answer.  That  was  understood. 

Question.  From  whom  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  say  that  Mr.  Southard  said  that  these  were 
the  conditions. 

Question.  Did  he  refer  you  to  these  companies? 

Answer.  Well,  it  seemed  to  be  all  in  one  family,  and  in  speaking 
With  one  we  always  considered  that  we  were  talking  with  the  other. 

Question.  When  you  went  to  Commodore  Yanderbilt  he  referred 
you  to  Mr.  Southard  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  when  you  went  to  Southard,  he  referred  you  to 
this  company  ? 

Answer.  Well,  they  seemed  to  be  all  working  together.  It  is  all 
iu  the  family.  Of  course  we  knew.  It  was  him,  his  son,  and  his 
son-in-law.  We  did  not,  however,  regard  this  as  anything  unfair. 
We  felt  quite  satisfied;  if  we  could  employ  our  ship,  they  might 
employ  her. 

Question.  Were  the  other  ships  supplied  with  stores  by  the  son- 
in-law  of  Mr.  Southard  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  they  generally  were.  I  would  not  speak  pos- 
itively. 

Question  (by  Mr.  Morrill.)  You  spoke  of  **our  having  to  pay;"  do 
you  refer  to  ships  generally  ? 

Answer.  I  refer  to  ships  generally. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  they  generally  paid  five  per  cent.? 
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Answer.  Yes,  air;  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes. 

Question.  How  far  does  your  knowledge  go  ? 

Answer.  My  knowledge  goes  so  far  that  I  am  pretty  generally 
acquainted  with  the  leading  ship-owners  here.  We  always  meet  on 
Change  and  talk  over  our  interests. 

Question.  So  that  it  turns  out  that  those  who  got  charters  for  this 
Banks  expedition  expect  to  pay  a  commission  of  five  per  cent.,  and 
buy  their  stores  of  this  concern  ? 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  understood.  We  ouderstood  that  Mr. 
Southard  might  reject  the  vessel. 

Question  (by  the  chairman.)  Did  Mr.  Southard  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  steamers  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question  (by  Mr.  Kennedy.)  Is  it  a  general  custom,  in  charter- 
ing ships,  to  do  it  through  ship-brokers,  or  with  the  owners  them- 
selves ? 

Answer.  The  chartering  is  more  generally  done  through  brokers. 
Brokers  are  always  upon  the  watch  for  any  business  that  may  come 
up.  Ship-owners  and  shipping  houses  are  not  so  apt  to  find  business 
themselves.  If  anything  like  government  business  is  to  be  had — ^if 
we  know  that  there  is  an  expedition  to  be  fitted  out,  and  we  can 
only  find  any  man  that  has  control,  and  can  all  get  to  him,  we  will 
be  very  glad  to  go  to  him;  but  if  we  find  out  that  there  is  some 
broker  that  has  it,  we  go  to  him.  Sometimes  we  pay  two  or  three 
brokerages. 

Question.  Has  there  been  a  regular  rate  or  percentage  ?  Is  it  an 
arbitrary  rule,  or  is  it  established  according  to  some  system  ? 

Answer.  Two  and  a  half  per  cent,  is  the  usual  charge;  but  where 
there  are  large  transactions  brokers  would  be  very  glad  to  divide 
the  commission.  It  is  usually  done  by  a  broker  making  his  appear- 
ance in  the  counting  room  of  the  ship-owner.  He  gives  the  informa- 
tion, and  the  ship-owner  and  the  broker  divide  the  commission. 
The  broker  then  gets  IJ  per  cent. 

Question  (by  Mr.  Morrill.)  How  is  this  commission  of  five  percent, 
provided  for,  sir  ? 

Answer.  It  is  provided  for  by  a  written  agreement  on  the  part  of 
the  ship's  husband,  or  the  ship's  agent  for  the  time,  to  pay  to  these 
gentlemen  five  per  cent,  of  the  gross  earnings. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  the  owner  of  the  ship  ^'D.  J. 
Southard  ?" 

Answer.  Mr.  Southard  is  represented  as  the  owner  of  her. 

Question.  Who  owns  the  Sparkling  Sea  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  owner  of  the  Moro  Castle  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Southard  is  the  owner  of  her. 

Question.  Pocahontas? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Lucinda? 

Answer.  Benner  &  Brown  are  the  agents  of  that  ship. 
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Question.  The  Wizard  King? 

Answer.  That  is  Mr.  Southard's. 

Question.  Aquila? 

Answer.  She  is  owned  in  Bath,  Maine,  by  Houghton  &  Sons.  Nes- 
mith  &  Sons,  in  New  York,  were  the  parties  who  had  the  chartering 
of  her. 

Question.  The  Wm.  Woodbury? 

Answer.  The  Wm.  Woodbury  is  owned  in  Portland,  Maine. 
Benner  A  Brown  are  the  representatives  here. 

Question.  How  happens  it  that  you  are  the  owners  of  the  Monti- 
bello,  and  still  she  is  chartered  in  the  name  of  Henderson  ? 

Answer.  We  are  not  the  owners. 

Question.  Who  is  J.  A.  Cobb,  who  charters  the  Wizard  King? 

An8j¥er.  That  is  the  captain  that  signs  the  charter. 

Question.  Who  is  J.  T.  Harvard  ? 

Answer.  1  suppose  he  is  the  captain  of  the  ship  G.  J.  Southard. 
The  Moro  Castle  is  chartered  by  L.  R.  Ross.  I  suppose  he  is  the 
captain. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  talk  with  T.  J.  Southard  himself  about 
chartering  this  ship  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  All  that  we  ship-owners  desire  is  that  govern- 
ment should  notify  us  through  the  papers  when  they  want  any  ships. 
Ship-owners  are  patriotic,  and  would  be  glad  to  furnish  ships  to  gov- 
ernment. But  the  way  these  expeditions  have  been  fitted  out  it  is 
very  difficult  to  find  out  who  is  the  man  to  gQt  the  ships  in.  An  ob- 
scure man,  a  broker  of  whom  we  knew  nothing,  would  come  up  and 
tell  us  that  we  must  pay  so  much  per  cent,  and  through  him  we  must 
get  these  charters.  Then  we  must  go  to  him.  We  yield  and  let  him 
have  it? 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  vessels  chartered  in  the  Port  Royal 
expedition  7 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  try  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  we  did  not  succeed. 

Question.  Was  this  same  brokerage  system  pursued  then  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  your  vessels  been  engaged  in  the  passenger  carry- 
ing trade? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  for  a  good  many  years. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  the  ship  Montebello  to  government  for 
the  Banks  expedition  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.     What  is  her  tonnage  ? 

Answer.  It  is  1,050  tons. 

Question.  State  how  many  soldiers  or  persons  were  placed  on  board 
that  ship  ? 

Answer.  Berths  were  put  up  for  900.  She  went  from  here  to 
Fortress  Monroe  to  take  in  her  troops  there. 

Question.  The  Alice  Counee,  what  is  her  tonnage  ? 
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Answer.  As  we  are  informed,  it  is  1, 140  tons.  She  has  900  berths. 
That  ship  now  lies  in  the  stream  here,  North  river. 

Question.  The  Wm.  Woodbury? 

Answer.  Her  tonage  is  1,191  tons.     She  has  851  berths. 

Question.  The  International  ?  ^ 

Answer.  We  are  informed  that  she  has  berths  for  1,000  men.  She 
is  a  ship  of  1,003  tons. 

Question.  The  J.  Morton  ? 

Answer.  She  has  900  berths.  Her  tonnage  is  1, 196.  According  to 
the  old  United  States  law,  of  two  to  every  five  tons,  the  amount  of 
tonnage  in  those  vessels  would  carry  2,232  Irish  passengers,  aa  we 
would  bring  them  from  Ireland.  But  berths  were  put  up  for  4,550 
soldiers. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  number  authorized  by  the  law  as  many 
as  could  be  humanely  or  properly  carried  in  vessels  of  that  de- 
scription? 

Answer.  Well,  we  think  our  ships  are  crowded  as  much  as  they 
ought  to  be  under  that  old  law.  Under  the  new  law  there  would  be 
1,600  or. 1,700  passengers.  That  many  could  be  carried  under  the 
late  law  limiting  it  to  one  passenger  to  every  14  feet.  Under  the  old 
law  it  would  be  2,232.  But  there  have  been  berths  put  up  for  the 
transportation  of  4,550  soldiers.  It  is  common  talk  among  owners  of 
ships  that  the  troops  have  been  improperly  crowded.  On  board 
steamships  it  is  the  same  way,  but  they  are  not  on  board  so  long, 
and  it  would  not  be  quite  so  bad. 

AMBROSE  SNOW. 


New  York,  Tuesday,  December  30,  1862. 
Thomas  J.  Southard,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Examined  by  Mr.  Morrill, 

Question.  State  your  name,  residence,  and  occupation. 

Answer.  My  residence  is  at  Richmond,  Maine;  my  occupation  is 
that  of  ship-builder.  I  have  been  concerned  in  ships,  more  or  less, 
for  25  or  30  years. 

Question.  If  you  had  any  connexion  with  supplying  the  sailing 
vessels  for  Banks's  expedition,  state  what. 

Witness.  Well,  would  it  be  worth  while  for  me  to  go  into  par- 
ticulars ? 

Mr.  Morrill.  State,  in  your  own  way,  your  connexion  with  that 
expedition. 

Answer.  I  was  at  the  Revere  House  and  saw  Governor  Washbume, 
and  got  to  talking  about  this  expedition  going  from  New  York.  He 
came  on  to  New  York  and  gave  me  a  letter  of  introduction  to  General 
Banks.     By  and  by  I  came  on  here  and  found  Governor  Washbume 
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here,  and  I  was  introduced  by  bim  to  General  Banks.     I  came  on 
here,  but  I  did  not  deliver  the  letter;  Governor  Washburne  himself 
introduced  me  to  General  Banks.     He  remarked  to  him  that  I  would 
be  a  very  good  man  for  him,  from  what  knowledge  he  had  of  me.     He 
said  I  would  be  a  very  good  man  to  assist  him  in  getting  vessels  here. 
I  told  him,  as  far  as  I  was  capable,  I  would  take  pleasure  in  doing  so. 
Mr.  Holabird  was  his  quartermaster.     I  was  up  there  two  or  three 
evenings.     I  went  and  made  a  model,  at  his  request,  to  show  how  to 
fit  up  a  ship  for  horses — to  show  my  idea  about  it,  and  I  exhibited  it. 
They  have  got  it  now  somewhere  in  his  possession.     They  approved 
of  it.     Then  I  came  down  and  met  General  Banks,  and  he  spoke  to 
Commodore  Yanderbilt  and  introduced  me  to  him,  and  told  him  what 
he  knew  of  me — that  I  had  had  some  experience  in  fitting  out  some 
ships  at  Boston,  which  I  believe  did  not  lose  but  two  or  three  horses, 
and  Mr.  Yanderbilt  said  if  I  was  competent  and  capable  to  render 
him  any  assistance,  he  would  be  happy  to  have  me.     He  asked  me 
what  I  would  charge;  I  told  him  *^  Nothing.     1  feel  just  as  much  in- 
terest for  General  Banks  as  for  myself.     I  want  this  thing  wound  up;'^ 
I  meant  this  war*     I  wanted  something  or  nothing  done;  we  had  been 
fooling  long  enough.     They  talked  the  matter  over;  I  went  out.     Mr. 
Yanderbilt  came  in  and  told  me  what  they  said.     He  told  me  he 
would  like  me  to  assist;  but  he  said,  ^* I  will  charter  a  vessel  and 
make  the  price  for  it,  but  I  would  like  your  views."     I  said,  **  Yery 
well."     He  said  they  wanted  four  ships  for  horses  and  four  for  troops. 
I  think.     He  wished  me  to  get  four  ships,  and  they  must  not  draw 
but  15|  feet  of  water  when  they  left  New  York,"and  he  wanted  them 
to  take  so  many  horses;  I  think  it  was  1,500  horses  he  wanted  to  go. 
That  was  the  first  programme.     They  afterwards  changed  that,  and 
wanted  four  of  them  to  go  from  Fortress  Monroe,  which  would  take 
half  of  them.     They  would  take  eight  ships  from  there.     I  sat  down 
and  looked  out  the  ships,  or  had  it  done.     Two  belonged  to  my  friend, 
M.  G.  Hagar,  at  Richmond,  Maine,  now  dead.     They  were  buoyant 
ships.     You  know  a  ship  requires  a  peculiar  model  for  buoyancy  when 
loaded.     Our  common  ships  will  draw,  loaded,  18  to  20  feet  of  water. 
I  went  and  selected  eight  ships  that  I  thought  would  do  so.     I  sat 
down  and  made  a  memorandum.     I  have  got  the  old  memorandum  in 
my  pock^  and  copied  it  for  Commodore  Yanderbilt.     I  told  him 
where  they  lay,  that  Commodore  Yan  Brunt  might  look  at  them  and 
determine  how  much  forage,  &c.,  they  would  require,  and  how  much 
dead  heft  they  would  take  on  board  for  them.    Here  is  the  memoran- 
dum.    These  first  are  the  eight  vessels.     There  are  some  others  that 
were  put  on  afterwards.    There  is  on  it  the  hay  required  for  the 
horses  and  the  water,  forage^  Ac,  that  they  would  require,  and  the 
dead  heft  of  all  of  them.     They  would  not  want  to  go  for  nothing, 
and  they  could  carry  so  much.     These  ships  all  loaded  within  two 
inches  of  what  I  said.     These  eight  first  ones  are  the  ones  I  desig* 
nated.     Those  below  I  selected  also,  except  three.     Of  this  memo- 
randum I  will  give  you  a  copy.     Now,  in  regard  to  these  ships,  I  went 
over  them  and  superintended  them;  that  is,  I  directed  where  to  cut 
and  where  to  ventilate  each  ship.     Last  spring  I  had  a  ship  go  down 
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in  the  expedition,  and  I  guaranteed  tKfe  horses  to  go  down  safely.  I 
have  carried  horses  from  the  La  Platte  river  to  the  East  Indies  and 
other  places.  These  ships  that  are  on  that  paper  were  fetched  and 
went  to  Fortress  Monroe.  The  ships  all  turned  out  according  to  my 
memorandum,  and  they  are  three-thirds.  Every  ship  is  three-thirds 
at  Lloyd's — what  we  call  **  American  Lloyd's."  That  is  what  we 
call  our  best  class  ships.  Our  insurance  offices  here  have  these  shfps 
inspected  as  often  as  every  two  or  three  years  to  see  if  there  are  any 
rotten  timbers.  Then  they  bore  them  to  see  if  they  are  rotten,  and 
then  they  rate  them.  They  are  rated  by  a  board  of  survey  estab- 
lished by  the  board  of  underwriters,  and  then  they  fix  the  rate  of  in- 
surance. The  best  rate  is  A  1;  then  A  2.  That  stands  very  well; 
but  three-thirds  is  A  1^. 

Question.  Below  A  2  are  they  fit  for  sea? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  A  2  is  a  fair  rate  to  ship  for  Liverpool.  The 
wood  is  hackmatack.  It  has  hard  wood  in  the  vessel,  and  is  a  very 
good  vessel,  wears  well  and  performs  well;  but  still  she  is  not  white 
oak,  and  therefore  rates  lower.     But  half  of  these  ships  are  A  1. 

Question.  It  seems  the  prices  were  fixed  and  the  charters  granted 
by  Commodore  Vanderbilt? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  tell  you  about  the  charters.  They  were 
made  in  the  first  place  at  four  dollars  a  ton.  Last  year,  in  all  the 
expeditions  that  went  from  here,  I  think  they  were  from  five  to  six 
dollars  a  ton.  Commodore  Vanderbilt  asked  me  what  would  be  a 
fair  price  for  a  vessel  per  ton  for  sixty  days.  Says  I,  **Mr.  Vander- 
bilt, there  is  no  man  can  fit  a  vessel  to  go  for  sixty  days,  because  the 
outfits  would  cost  more  in  getting  her  away  than  he  would  get."  I 
told  him  I  thought  that  four  dollars  a  ton  would  be  a  fair  price,  and 
he  took  the  first  four  in  that  way,  the  ship  fitting  everything.  It 
was  for  three  months  at  four  dollars  a  ton,  the  ship  fitting  everything. 
What  we  meant  by  that  w€w,  she  was  to  put  up  the  berths  and  fix 
for  the  horses,  put  up  the  ranges,  Ac.  I  made  the  schedule  myself, 
which  they  have  there  now.  It  cost  to  fit  up  a  ship  about  $1,500 
for  150  horses,  and  at  that  ratio.  It  will  not  come  under  that.  Last 
year,  as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  the  government  furnished  these 
things. 

Question.  Do  you  know  about  these  matters  ? 

Answer.  I*  know  what  my  ship  had,  and  the  government  did  not 
pay  for  making  the  horse  stalls,  but  it  did  for  the  other  expenses, 
such  as  lanterns,  brooms,  brushes,  currycombs,  halters,  and  all  these 
things.  They  were  furnished  by  the  government  last  year,  but  the 
ship  furnished  them  this  year.  I  rest  them  on  that  basis,  because  I 
knew  last  year  a  great  many  little  bills  came  up  against  the  govern- 
ment, and  made  a  great  fuss  between  the  owner  and  the  government. 
I  told  Commodore  Vanderbilt  that  it  was  best  to  make  the  ship  pay 
for  the  whole,  and  know  nothing  but  the  charter.  He  adopted  that 
plan.  I  think  the  vessels  before  paid  a  portion  for  fitting  up  the 
stalls,  but  none  of  the  other  things,  like  the  buckets.  It  takes  eight 
dozen  buckets  for  a  ship  of  horses.  There  is  a  ship  lies  down  at  the 
wharf  that  I  chartered,  (I  say  I  chartered  her,  because  he  left  it  to 
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me,)  at  $3  75  a  ton.  Sbe  belongs  in  Boston.  Last  year  she  had 
$4  50  a  ton  for  the  same  thing  on  Butler's  expedition.  That  is  the 
Undaunted.  It  was  $4  50  a  ton,  or  upwards.  I  think  he  told  me  to 
say  that  it  was  $4  50  a  ton.  Tou  see  the  difference.  It  was  the  same 
ship.  She  was  furnished  last  year  her  water  casks.  She  was  fur- 
nished all  these  little  fixtures,  except  putting  up  the  stalls.  This 
year  be  furnished  his  own  water  casks,  and  these  other  things.  It 
will  cost  him  for  his  water  casks  $1,200  or  $1,400,  and  his  halters 
and  other  fixtures  will  cost  him  enough  to  make  it  $2,000  on  the  start, 
not  per  month.     There  is  the  difference  in  the  charter  of  that  ship. 

Question.  How  were  the  ships  which  were  to  be  chartered  de- 
signated ? 

Answer.  Commodore  Yanderbilt  told  me  to  go  and  select  a  ship. 
Say,  for  instance,  the  quartermaster  fetched  in  an  order  for  so  many 
horses  and  men  to  go ;  he  would  say,  ^'I  want  you  to  select  a  ship 
that  will  take  them.'' 

Question.  Then  the  selection  of  the  ships  to  be  chartered  was  by 
you  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir.  I  put  Commodore  Van  Brunt  aboard  of  it  and 
he  approved  of  it. 

Question*  You  went  and  selected  the  ships  to  be  chartered  and 
reported  them  ? 

Answer.  I  reported  them  to  Commodore  Yanderbilt,  and  Commo- 
dore Yan  Brunt  went  with  me  and  inspected  them  to  see  if  they  were 
right  and  reported. 

Question.  Were  they  all  inspected  by  him  ? 

Answer.  Every  one  I  chartered  except  two,  I  think  he  was  aboard 
of  them;  but  I  was  away  and  did  not  see  to  them  myself.  I  think 
Commodore  Yanderbilt  was  on  board  of  them;  1  took  a  good  deal  of 
pains;  I  paid  over  $100  to  carry  Commodore  Yan  Brunt  around,  for 
carriage  hire  to  put  Commodore  Yan  Brunt  aboard  these  vessels  and 
show  them  to  him. 

Question.  Was  there  any  compensation  fixed  for  your  services  ? 

Answer.  Not  a  cent — not  a  mill.  I  will  explain  further  as  to  these 
ships.  A  man  in  Bath,  say  Mr.  Houghton,  had  a  ship  here;  a  man, 
Mr.  Baily,  had  a  ship  here;  a  man  living  at  Waldoboro,  had  ships 
here;  so  with  others;  they  were  in  the  hands  of  the  brokers;  these 
ships  had  to  pay  a  brokerage  to  the  brokers;  they  always  have  to  do 
that.  If  I  am  down  east  and  charter  a  ship  here  I  go  to  a  man  here 
and  he  charges  me  five  per  cent,  and  charges  it  to  me  in  my  account 
and  draws  against  me.  It  is  five  per  cent,  unless  you  take  a  guano 
charter;  for  one  of  that  kind  I  paid  8j^  the  other  day. 

Question.  What  is  the  charter  brokerage  ? 

Answer.  Two  and  a  half  to  five  and  seven  and  a  half;  guano  charters 
are  very  high ;  eight  or  nine  per  cent. 

Question.  What  is  the  distinction  between  these  prices  ? 

Answer.  All  these  guano  charters  come  from  the  other  side;  they 
charge  a  commission  there  and  our  brokers  charge  another  commission 
here;  it  is  divided;  they  will  not  work  in  Europe  short  of  five  per 
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cent,  commission;  our  folks  here  put  on  all  that  they  can  and  get  all 
they  can. 

Question.  Do  brokers  charge  more  than  one  price  for  chartering 
sailing  vessels  in  the  merchant  service? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Depending  on  what? 

Answer.  Say,  for  instance,  a  ship  is  here  in  a  broker's  hands;  be 
knows  a  merchant  has  a  freight  and  he  is  looking  for  a  vessel;  one 
man  has  the  vessel,  the  other  the  freight,  and  the  broker  makes  the 
charter.  Then  he  says:  •*Here,  I  am  entitled  to  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  on  her  earnings."  He  says:  *'  We  will  call  this  five  per  cent, 
and  divide  it,  make  it  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  apiece."  That  is  the 
way  it  works. 

Question.  He  takes  it  of  both  in  that  case  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quewtion.  Still  the  price  would  be  two  and  a  half  per  cent? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  he  divides  it;  I  never  got  a  vessel  chartered 
here  short  of  four  and  a  half.  Here  is  another  thing;  here  is  a  man 
who  is  an  outside  broker  and  here  is  a  man  like  Mr.  Nesmith,  a  broker 
in  his  ofGce;  the  broker  outside  is  like  a  stock  broker,  and  goes 
around  looking  for  business,  who  takes  one  and  a  quarter  per  cent.; 
that  makes  it  that  much  more;  for  all  grain  freights  we  have  two  and 
a  half,  four,  and  four  and  a  half. 

Question.  How  many  ships  have  you  designated  for  this  Banks 
expedition  ? 

Answer.  They  are  on  this  list — eleven  of  them. 

Question.  Is  this  a  list  of  those  you  have  selected  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  These  are  all  that  were  chartered  up  to  the  time  indi- 
cated ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  are  twenty -one  in  all  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Can  you  give  ns  the  names  of  the  owners  7  They  are 
not  down  here. 

Answer.  I  think  I  can  give  you  the  names. 

Question.  The  Wizard  King? 

Answer.  I  own  one  quarter  of  her  and  the  rest  is  owned  in  Maine. 
It  is  in  pieces  all  round — in  giblets. 

Question.  Sparkling  Sea? 

Answer.  She  is  part  owned  in  New  York  and  part  in  Maine;  some 
of  them  are  in  Thoraaston.     The  Chases  all  came  from  down  there. 

Question.  Jenny  Beals? 

Answer.  Mr.  Cabb,  of  Rockland,  owns  her,  who  used  to  be  in  the 
legislature. 

Question.  Olaman  ? 

Answer.  That  is  Mr.  Hagar's  ship. 

Question.  The  Theobald  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Hadger. 

Question.  Moro  Castle? 
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Answer.  I  own  one  quarter  of  her;  Captain  Jno.  Bishop  owns  one 
quarter;  there  is  a  piece  owned  in  Litchfield;  it  is  all  chopped  up,  you 
know. 

Question.  The  T.  J.  Southard — ^is  that  yours  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  1  own  one  quarter,  Mr.  Se well  owns  one  quarter; 
GHpt-ain  Harwood  owns  a  part. 

Question.  The  Lucinda? 

Answer.  B.  C.  Bailey,  of  Bath;  Captain  Smith,  of  Halloway. 

Question.  Pocahontas? 

Answer.  She  is  owned  by  the  estate  of  Deacon  Houghton,  of  Bath. 

Question.  The  Windemere  ? 

Answer.  She  belongs  to  the  New  England  office  at  Boston. 

Question.  Aquila? 

Answer.   Sbq  belongs  to  Mr.  Moses,   of  Bath.     He  represents  her. 

Question.  Alice  Counce? 

Answer.  Captain  Singer  is  in  her.  He  represents  her,  but  she  is 
owned  at  Waldoboro. 

Question.  E.  J.  Morton  ? 

Answer.  Tou  will  pardon  me  that  I  am  so  blind  about  these  names. 
I  selected  these  names  and  they  were  handed  in  by  these  brokers 
down  on  South  street.  These  are  Maine  vessels,  but  the  Morton  is  a 
Thamaston  vessel,  or  Waldoboro.  She  is  owned  in  that  section. 
There  may  be  one  quarter  owned  in  New  York. 

Question.  Montebello? 

Answer.  She  is  owned  at  Portland.  Brown  A  Benner  handed  her 
to  rae,  or  Captain  Woodbury.     I  cannot  give  the  owner's  name. 

Question.  The  William  Woodbury? 

Answer.  She  is  owned  in  Portland. 

Question.  The  Planter. 

Answer.  She  is  owned  here  in  New  York.  Captain  Bailey,  of 
Rockland,  is  master  of  her. 

Question.  The  Constellation? 

Answer.  She  is  owned  in  New  York,  down  on  South  street.  I  can- 
not tell  by  whom. 

Question.  The  Jenny  Lind  ? 

Answer.   She  is  owned  in  Brooklyn. 

Question.  Undaunted? 

Answer.  She  is  owned  in  Boston.     Richardson  owns  a  part  of  her. 

Question.   W.  P.  Schmidt? 

Answer.  She  is  owned  in  New  York,  on  South  street. 

Question.  These  are  all  that  have  been  chartered  up  to  this  time 
stated,  of  your  selection  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  are  three  there  that  I  did  not  select ; 
but  I  presume  they  are  good  ships. 

Question.  Are  they  on  this  list  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  but  there  are  three  more  ships  besides  these 
that  I  did  not  select. 

Question.  Is  one  the  Lizzie  Southard? 

Answer.  The  Lizzie  Southard  is  discharging,  but  they  proposed  to 
take  her  for  troops.     They  have  put  her  down.     I  have  two  ships  in 
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New  York.     I  am  hesitating  whether  to  take  the  price  or  not.     Yoa 
see  there  is  not  money  enough  to  make  it  an  object. 

Question.  You  say  there  was  no  arrangement  for  any  compensation, 
but  your  services  were  to  be  a  gratuity  to  government? 

'Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  didn't  intend  to  charge  one  cent,  and  I  don't 
intend  to  ;  I  meant  what  I  said. 

Question.  Is  there  any  arrangement  by  which  commissions  are  to  be 
paid  on  these  charters? 

Answer.  There  is  no  commission  to  be  paid  to  me — no  pay  by  the 
government. 

Question.  Is  there  to  anybody  ? 

Answer.  There  is  a  commission  to  be  paid  on  these  charters,  I  sup- 
pose, or  equivalent  to  that,  on  all  of  them. 

Question.  To  whom  ? 

Answer.  To  different  parties  on  South  street,  among  brokers. 

Question.  Is  it  to  be  paid  to  the  brokers  who  did  the  business  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  to  nobody  else — not  a  mill  to  anybody  else 
that  I  know  of. 

Question.  That  is  to  say,  the  broker  of  whom  you  chartered  the 
ship  receives  a  commission  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  from  the  ship — from  the  owner  of  the  ship. 

Question.  That  commission  is  on  the  amount  of  the  earnings  re- 
ceived by  the  ship  ? 
•Answer.  The  owner  pays  it. 

Question.  How  was  that  provided  for  ? 

Answer.  It  is  paid  by  the  owner.  Say,  for  instance,  I  charter  my 
vessel  for  five  thousand  pounds  to  go  from  here  to  London.  Most  of 
our  charters  specify  in  the  charter  to  pay  five  per  cent.,  to  be  paid 
on  signing  the  charter.  Some  of  them  are  2^  per  cent.;  some  7  per 
cent.  They  put  it  right  iu  the  charter.  When  a  ship  disburses  here, 
say  I  am  the  owner,  and  I  am  down  east,  the  broker  makes  up  his  ac- 
count and  charges  this  against  me  for  procuring  this  freight.  He  puts 
it  in  as  a  disbursement  of  the  ship,  and  draws  against  me  for  it  in  all 
cases  where  I  have  had  any  business  done  here  in  New  York.  It  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  freight.  The  charter  has  nothing  to  do  with 
it.     The  owner  has  to  pay  for  it. 

Question.  Did  you  supply  these  ships  with  their  ship-chandlery  ? 

Answer.  Not  a  dollar. 

Question.  Where  were  they  supplied  ? 

Answer.  A  part  of  them  were  supplied  by  Walls,  Carver  &  Chase. 
I  don't  know  where  all  were  supplied;  these  up  town  fellows  got 
some.     My  son-in-law,  of  the  firm  of  Neff  A  Merrill,  supplied  some. 

Question.  Is  there  a  firm  named  Southard,  Wright  &  Hussey  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  are  brokers. 

Question.  Not  ship-chandlers  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  In  these  charters,  is  there  any  arrangement  by  which 
Southard,  Wright  &  Hussey  received  a  commission  on  these  charters  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  have  a  portion  of  the  commission,  sir,  with 
the  other  brokers. 
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Question.  You  mean  they  shared  it  equally  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  divided  around  with  other  brokers  who  got 
the  vessel.  Here  is  a  man  wants  a  vessel  and  can't  find  one,  aud 
comes  out  looking  for  her.  Captain  Hussey  has  done  a  great  deal  to 
help  to  get  expedition,  fitting  the  vessels  out.  He  has  spent  his 
wbole  time.  Mr.  Houghton  left  his  ship  in  his  hands.  Of  course 
the  ship  will  have  to  pay  him  a  commission  for  it. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  the  firm  of  Southard,  Wright  &  Hussey 
received  commissions  on  these  vessels,  which  is  divided  with  the 
brokers? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuestioD.  In  what  ratio  do  they  share? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell  in  what  ratio  they  divide.  Probably  Captain 
Hussey  had  a  ship  here  and  paid  five  per  cent.,  and  they  went  over 
to  Brooklyn  and  moved  her  back  and  forward;  and  they  might  aflow 
three  per  cent. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  the  arrangement  was? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  By  what  arrangement  was  it  that  they  received  a  com- 
mission on  these  vessels  ? 

Answer.  The  same  as  all  other  brokers'  arrangement. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  they  divided  with  other  brokers? 

Answer.  I  know  they  did.  If  one  man  gets  a  ship  and  has  her  for 
the  owners,  he  charges  a  commission.  Say  Mr.  Nesmith  has  a  vessel, 
and  Southard,  Wright  &  Hussey  don' t  own  the  vessel.  He  would  tell 
them  about  her,  and  they  would  divide  the  commission. 

Question.  When  persons  applied  to  you  for  charters  for  ships,  did 
you  refer  them  to  Southard,  Wright  &  Hussey? 

Answer.  Whenever  they  asked  me  for  a  ship  they  would  fetch  in 
a  letter  offering  a  ship  to  me.  I  would  go  and  look  at  the  ship  and 
pass  my  opinion.  If  she  would  answer,  I  passed  her.  I  would  tell 
them  sometimes  I  would  like  for  Captain  Hussey  to  go  and  look  at 
the  ship;  I  could  not  go,  but  I  always  went  afterwards. 

Question.  Did  you  refer  them  to  Southard,  Wright  <&  Hussey  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  what  you  mean  by  '* refer." 

Question.  You  were  employed  to  select  ships? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Being  so  employed,  did  you  refer  them  to  Southard, 
Wright  A  Hussey? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  only  for  information  about  the  vessels  and  owners. 
Of  course  Captain  Hnssey  helped  me  in  some  instances,  and  I  might 
have  told  them  to  see  them  about  the  vessel,  to  find  out  the  particu- 
lars. 

Question.  Take  the  ship  Montebello;  who  applied  to  you  for  her? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  who  applied  to  you  for  the  Montebello  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  Mr.  Snow? 

Answer.  I  can't  say,  sir;  I  would  not  say.  I  don't  remember  now, 
though  I  might  tell  by  looking  over  the  minutes  at  home.  ^  ^ 
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Question.  Who  constitute  the  firm  of  Southard,  Wright  &  Hussey  ? 

Answer.  My  sou,  T.  J.  Southard,  Irwin  A.  Hussey,  and  Charles 
Wright,  of  Boston. 

Question.  Who  is  Hussey? 

Answer.  He  is  from  Thomaston,  Maine  ;  he  lives  in  Brooklyn  ? 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  that  firm  are  acting  as  brokers 
for  these  vessels? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  every  one  of  them — that  is,  that  they  had  to 
do  that,  the  same  as  Nesmith  did — or  a  portion  of  them. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  they  divided  with  the  brokers? 

Answer.  They  did  not  deal  with  these  vessels.  Mr.  Nesmith  would 
say  :  ''Here  is  my  friend  has  a  ship  here,  and  I  can  get  him  to  put 
her  in  if  you  will  divide  the  commission  with  me,  and  we  will  make 
2\  per  cent." 

Question.  If  they  were  not  brokers  for  the  vessel,  what  means  had 
they  for  getting  the  ship  in  more  than  any  other  broker?  Why  were 
they  called  upon  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.     That  is  a  question  I  can't  answer. 

Question.  What  arrangement  was  there  between  you  and  them  by 
which  they  were  to  have  a  commission  on  these  ships  ? 

Answer.  I  never  made  any  arrangement  whatever  with  them. 

Question.  And  you  never  received  anything  ? 

Answer.  Not  a  particle. 

Question.  Did  you  know  that  they  received  a  commission  ? 

Answer.  I  supposed  that  they  were  receiving  a  portion  of  the  com- 
mission on  all  the  vessels  I  chartered. 

Question.  By  what  arrangement  was  that  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  say,  sir. 

Question.  What  led  you  to  suppose  that  they  were  getting  a  com- 
mission ? 

Answer.  Because  I  knew  it  was  customary  for  them  to  charge  a 
commission.  If  they  had  anything  to  do  with  a  vessel  they  would 
charge  a  commission. 

Question.  By  what  arrangement  wore  they  to  havo  anything  to  do 
with  the  vessels  you  selected  ? 

Answer.  If  you  want  to  come  right  to  the  point,  what  I  mean  is  : 
I  had  a  son  here  in  business  ;  and  it  is  a  customary  thing  here  for 
people  to  pay  a  commission ;  I  paid  him  a  commission  on  my  own 
vessel  because  he  does  the  business  for  me  ;  my  son  was  there,  and  I 
paid  him  on  my  own  vessel  a  commission  ;  I  allowed  it  to  him  and  I 
have  got  to  pay  it  to  him  ? 

Question.  Were  you  doing  this  business  for  the  government  or  for 
your  son  ? 

Answer.  I  was  doing  it  for  the  government.  I  was  selecting  those 
vessels  for  the  government. 

Question.  Then  why  did  you  allow  your  son  to  charge  a  commis- 
sion on  the  vessels  you  selected  ? 

Answer.  He  did  not  charge  any  commission  to  the  governmenL 

Question.  Who  did  he  charge  it  to  ? 

Answer.  He  charged  it  to  the  venael. 
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Qaestion.  Why  did  yoti  allow  that  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  prevent  that.  How  could  I  prevent  him  from 
charging  a  commission  ? 

Qaestion.  You  selected  the  vessels  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  was  sent  to  see  the  vessels  ;  I  did  not  know 
who  owned  half  of  them  ;  I  did  not  see  the  owners  ;  I  never  saw  the 
owners.  ^ 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  what  broker  chartered  the  Pocahontas? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  can't  tell  you. 

Question.  You  say  you  chartered  a  ship  last  year  for  the  Butler 
expedition.     Who  was  that  charter  made  with  ? 

Answer.  It  was  made  through  the  quartermaster  in  Boston.  He 
belonged  to  Lowell — Captain  Paul  R.  George.  That  was  the  Wiz- 
ard King. 

Question.  At  what  rate  did  you  charter  her. 

Answer.  She  was  the  last  ship  chartered,  and  I  put  her  into  the 
navy  for  four  dollars.  The  ships  previous  to  that  were  chartered  at 
W  50.  I  put  her  in  the  last  ship,  and  I  guaranteed  the  horses.  In 
the  ships  put  in  previous  to  that  the  government  guaranteed  the 
horses:  but  I  guaranteed  these  horses.  For  every  one  I  did  not  get 
out  to  Ship  island  I  had  to  pay  government  $110,  which  was  to  be  de- 
ducted from  the  charter;  which  was  equal  to  half  a  dollar  a  ton  cer- 
tain. 

Question.  She  was  then  put  in  at  the  same  rate  as  now  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  at  the  same  price,  but  the  government  paid  for 
these  halters  and  things.  The  reason  I  put  her  in  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  talk  ;  I  put  her  in  at  a  price  at  which  I  thought  the  vessel 
could  go.     I  put  her  in  at  four  dollars. 

Question.  What  do  you  get  for  the  T.  J.  Southard  now  ? 

Answer.  |4. 

Question.  What  for  the  More  Castle  ? 

Answer.  She  is  a  small  ship  and  I  got  |4  50  for  her;  but  she  car- 
ries as  much  as  an  800  ton  ship,  but  she  only  tons  523  because  she 
tumbles  home.  If  she  went  up  straight  she  would  be  different.  The 
breadth  of  beam  is  what  counts  on  a  vessel. 

T.  J.  SOUTHARD. 

December  31,  1862. 

T.  J.  Southard  appeared  and  testified  further,  as  follows : 

I  wish  to  correct  one  thing  that  I  think  I  stated  before — that  I 
looked  up  these  vessels.  Mr.  Yanderbilt  told  me  how  many  men  he 
would  wish  to  berth  and  bow  many  horses  he  would  want  to  put 
aboard  of  a  ship.  If  I  said  I  looked  up  the  vessels  I  wish  to  correct 
it.  I  did  not  look  them  up,  but  inspected  them  and  directed  how  the 
decks  should  be  cut  and  how  they  should  be  fitted  up  for  the  troops 
and  horses,  and  superintended  the  fitting. 

Question.  If  you  desire  to  explain  or  add  to  your  previous  testi- 
^OQJi  you  are  now  at  liberty  to  do  so. 

Answer.  When  I  was  called  here  yesterday  I  did  not  know  what 
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questions  would  be  put  to  me,  and  my  answers  may  not  be  as  clear 
and  carefully  made  as  I  could  desire.  I  will,  therefore,  with  your  per- 
mission, make  a  further  statement,  which  will  perhaps  be  a  repe- 
tition of  some  things  I  have  said,  but  will  be  in  a  clearer  and  more 
precise  form. 

I  met  Governor  Washburne,  of  Maine,  at  the  Revere  House,  Bos- 
ton, who  had  previously  given  me  a  letter  to  General  Banks  recom- 
mending me  to  him,  saying  that  I  was  a  very  efiScient  man  and 
could  render  him  good  service  in  getting  away  his  expedition.  I 
came  on  to  New  York,  a  few  days  after,  and  met  Governor  Wash- 
burne at  the  Astor  House  when  he  introduced  me  personally  to  Gen- 
eral Banks. 

The  general  then  introduced  me  to  Colonel  Holabird,  his  quarter- 
master, saying  that  he  was  better  acquainted  with  what  was  required 
for  fitting  ships  for  horses  and  troops  than  he,  the  general,  was.  He 
asked  me  what  knowledge  I  had  of  these  things.  I  gave  him  what 
information  I  could  in  regard  to  it.  I  drew  a  plan  and  made  a  model 
and  a  specification  of  what  was  required,  and- presented  them  to  him 
and  General  Banks,  which  they  approved  of.  General  Banks  then 
gave  me  an  introduction  to  Commodore  Vanderbilt,  and  told  him  he 
would  like  for  me  to  assist  him  in  superintending  and  fitting  up  the 
expedition.  I  told  them  that  I  knew  but  little  about  steamships, 
and  therefore  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  them;  but  sailing  ships 
I  felt  myself  competent  of  superintending  and  fitting  them  up.  Com- 
modore Vanderbilt  then  said  to  me,  "  What  will  you  charge  the  gov- 
ernment for  your  services?''  I  replied  that  I  would  charge  nothing, 
but  would  do  everything  in  my  power  to  get  the  expedition  away. 
He  then  said  *'  he  would  have  me  attend  to  it."  He  gave  me  a  mem- 
orandum to  select  ships  enough  to  carry  comfortably  sixteen  hundred 
horses  and  ten  hundred  and  eighty  men,  and  to  draw  fifteen  feet  of 
water  when  they  arrived  at  their  port  of  destination,  which  would  be 
after  about  twenty  days'  passage.  I  called  on  Messrs.  Southard, 
Wright  &  Hussey  and  asked  them  to  ascertain  where  those  ships 
could  be  obtained,  and  at  what  price,  and  adapted  to  that  draught  of 
water.  They  gave  me  a  list  of  some  twenty.-five  ships,  and  where 
they  lay.  I  then  went  and  examined  the  ships,  and  selected  the 
ships  to  be  furnished  and  fitted  by  owners,  as  per  schedule  annexed. 
I  then  reported  the  vessels  to  Commodore  Vanderbilt.  He  then 
made  a  price  for  said  vessels  and  chartered  them.  I  then  went  on 
and  superintended  fitted  them,  as  per  memorandum  No.  1.  He  then 
applied  to  me  for  ships  to  carry  troops,  amounting  to  4,350  men.  I 
applied  to  Southard,  Wright  &  Hussey  to  ascertain  where  they  could 
be  had  to  berth  that  number  of  troops.  They  reported  to  me  a 
number  of  ships.  I  went  and  examined  them  all,  and  selected  five 
ships,  which  are  marked  No.  2  on  schedule,  and  reported  to  Commo- 
dore Vanderbilt.  He  then  made  a  price  and  chartered  the  ships.  1 
then  went  on  and  superintended  and  fitted  them  up.  He  then  called 
on  me  for  a  receiving  ship  to  be  in  the  stream  on  Monday  morning. 
Commodore  Van  Brunt  and  myself  went  on  board  the  ship  Planter  on 
Sunday  and  selected  her.     I  got  tugs  and  towed  her  into  the  stream. 
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She  was  rejected  by  Commodore  Vanderbilt.  I  then  got  tugs  and 
towed  her  back  to  the  dock  at  my  own  expense,  because  I  did  not 
consult  Commodore  Vanderbilt  before  taking  the  ship.  Commodore 
Vanderbilt  then  requested  me  to  select  ships  enough  to  carry  450 
horses  and  1,650  men,  and  one  ship  for  stores.  I  called  on  Southard, 
Wright  &  Hussey  to  ascertain  where  they  could  be  had.  They  re- 
ported to  me  where  I  could  find  them.  I  then  went  and  examined 
said  ships,  and  selected  the  ships,  as  per  schedule,  marked  No.  3. 
I  reported  them  to  Commodore  Vanderbilt.  He  made  a  price  and 
chartered  the  vessels.  I  then  went  on  and  superintended  and  fitted 
them  up.  He  then  called  on  me  to  procure  ships  to  carry  1,480  men. 
I  applied  to  Southard,  Wright  &  Hussey  to  ascertain  where  the  ships 
could  be  found.  They  reported  to  me  where  they  lay.  I  then  exam- 
ined the  vessels  and  selected  them,  as  per  schedule  No.  4;  then  re- 
ported them  to  Commodore  Vanderbilt;  he  made  a  price  and  char- 
tered the  vessels.  I  then  went  on  and  superintended  and  fitted  them 
up.  After  the  ships  were  fitted  and  ready  for  sea,  Commodore  Van 
Brunt  accompanied  me  on  board  of  all  the  ships,  and  they  were  ap- 
proved by  him.  As  for  pay  for  superintending  the  above  I  have 
received  nothing  and  expect  nothing. 

T.  J.  SOUTHAED. 

The  following  are  the  documents  alluded  to  by  the  witness  T.  J. 
Southard : 
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The  foUowmg  is  a  liU  of  the  articles  each  is  reared  to  furnish. 


2  half  hogshead  tubs. 

1  pair  horse  slings,  extra  heavy,  for 
hoisting  horses. 

1  dosEen  horse  slings. 

3  dosen  lanterns,  and  locks. 
^  dozen  band  lanterns. 

2  dosen  common  brooms. 
2  dozen  hickory  brooms. 
2  dozen  brush  brooms. 

^  dozen  headers. 

I  dozen  2-busbel  baskets. 

\  dozen  swabs. 

1  dozen  shoyels. 


^  dozen  large  handle  hoes. 
1  dozen  currycombs. 

1  dozen  horse  brushes. 

2  dozen  cedar  buckets. 
2  dozen  oak  buckets. 

^  dozen  painted  backets. 

1^  dozen  3-tined  forks. 

\  dozen  4-tined  forks. 

175  halters. 

1  portable  pump. 

25  feet  suction  horse. 

50  feet  leading  hose. 


New  Yore,    Wednesday,  December  31,  1862. 
Commodore  G.J.  Van  Brunt,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Ihcamined  by  the  chairtnan. 

Qnestion.  State  your  residence,  profession,  and  present  employment. 

Answer.  My  residence  is  in  Dedham,  Massachusetts;  I  am  a  com- 
modore in  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

Qnestion.  State,  if  you  please,  commodore,  what  connexion,  if  any, 
you  had  with  preparing  transportation  for  the  Banks  expedition,  under 
what  orders  you  acted,  and  at  what  time  you  received  your  orders. 

Answer.  I  received  my  orders  on  the  14th  of  last  month — Novem- 
ber. I  was  at  the  time  on  a  court-martial,  and  I  reported  the  same 
day  to  General  Banks,  under  those  orders.  This  is  all  the  order  I 
ever  received  on  the  subject,  which,  you  will  perceive,  is  to  '*  super- 
vise."    It  is  a  telegraphic  despatch,  and  reads  as  follows: 

'*  November  13,  1862. 
**  Proceed   to   New   York   and    report   to   Major  General  N.   P. 
Banks,  United  States  ftavy,  at  759  Broadway,  for  special  service  in 
the  supervision  and  outfit  of  the  transport  fleet  of  his  expedition. 

-  GIDEON  WELLES, 

**  Secretary  of  the  Navy.'^ 
Commodore  G.  J.  Van  Brunt,  U.  8.  N. 

When  T  arrived  here  I  reported,  in  obedience  to  those  orders,  to 
General  Banks.  General  Banks  stated  to  me  at  tlie  time  that  Com- 
modore Vanderbilt  had  the  outfitting  and  selection  of  the  vessels  for 
that  expedition — in  other  words,  the  cliartering  and  procuring  of 
transportation  for  those  troops.  He  told  me  that  he  wanted  me  to 
examine  these  vessels,  and  also,  that  Commodore  Vanderbilt  would 
give  me  a  list  of  them.  A  number  had  been  chartered  previous  to 
my  arrival  here.  I  went  to  see  Commodore  Vanderbilt;  I  showed 
him  this  telegraphic  despatch.  He  said  that  he  had  already  chartered 
a  number  of  vessels,  and  he  gave  me  a  list  of  them.     But  previously, 
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however,  when  General  Banks  told  me  that  he  wanted  me  to  examine 
these  vessels  as  to  their  fitness  for  carrying  troops,  and  the  number 
they  would  carry,  and  to  attend  generally  to  the  outfits  to  see  that 
they  were  properly  fitted  for  sea,  I  went  down  to  see  Commodore 
Yanderbilt  and  told  him  what  General  Banks  had  said  about  it,  and  he 
gave  nie  a  list  of  vessels.  I  told  General  Banks  that  I  thought  I  was 
not  competent  to  decide  upon  steamers,  for  I  was  not  an  engineer, 
but  that  I  would  want  somebody  else  to  make  this  examination.  I 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  have  somebody  that  was  more  compe- 
tent. He  said  that  they  had  already  thought  of  Mr.  Charles  Haswell, 
who  was  an  engineer,  and  who  was  examining  steamers  here  for  the 
underwriters  and  knew  all  about  the  steamers.  I  told  him  I  thought 
it  was  a  very  ^ood  appointment.  He  then  gave  me  a  letter  author- 
izing me  to  employ  Mr.  Haswell.  Of  that  letter  I  will  furnish  you  a 
copy,  if  you  desire  it.  I  therefore  employed  Mr.  Haswell  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  an  examination  of  the  steamers  for  this  expedition. 

Question.  What  did  you  understand  was  your  duty  in  this  con- 
nexion; was  it  to  thoroughly  overhaul,  examine,  and  inspect  the 
different  vessels  employed  by  Commodore  Yanderbilt  ? 

Answer.  I  never  so  understood  it,  for  Commodore  Yanderbilt  had 
the  authority  of  the  government  to  employ  these  vessels. 

Question.  What  was  your  distinct  business  ? 

Answer.  My  distinct  business  was  to  go  on  board,  ascertain  the 
number  of  people  they  would  carry,  and  the  stores,  &c.,  and  to  see 
that  they  were  not  overloaded;  and  I  visited  all  the  ships  repeatedly 
during  their  outfit  for  that  purpose. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  M.  Sanford  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.     I  was  on  board  of  her  repeatedly. 

Question.  Did  you  examine  her  as  to  her  sea- worthiness  ? 

Answer.  I  did  examine  her — that  is  to  say,  I  required  from  Mr. 
Haswell  a  written  statement  of  the  condition  of  every  vessel.  I  con- 
sidered him  the  examining  oflicer.  •  I  have  his  report  upon  every 
steamer.     I  went  with  him  upon  all  these  occasions. 

Question.  I  understand  Mr.  Haswell  to  be  an  engineer? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  but  not  only  that;  he  examined  the  hull  and 
rigging,  and  so  reports. 

Question.  Is  he  employed  by  the  board  of  underwriters  to  examine 
hulls  also  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  so  I  understand.  He  has  a  statement  of  every 
ste'Bmer  in  the  harbor,  I  believe.  I  have  here  his  report,  and  can 
furnish  you  a  copy.  I  told  him,  when  I  was  authorized  to  employ 
him,  that  he  must  make  a  written  report  of  every  vessel. 

Question.  Then,  commodore,  the  whole  responsibility,  as  I  under- 
stand  it,  for  the  examination  of  the  hulls,  engines,  and  equipments 
of  every  description,  rested  upon  Mr.  Haswell? 

Answer.  Certainly.  Mr.  Haswell  was  appointed  by  General  Banks 
through  me. 

Question.  Why  was  Mr.  Haswell  selected  for  this  purpose? 

Answer.  Because  I  told  General  Banks  that  I  was  not  competent 
to  decide  upon  steamers.     I  was  not  the  person  to  decide  upon  that 
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question;  nor  did  I  ever  select  any  of  these  vessels.  The  vessels 
were  selected  by  Commodore  Vanderbilt.  After  I  stated  to  General 
Banks  that  I  thought  I  was  not  the  proper  person  to  decide  upon  the 
steamers,  General  Banks  issued  the  following  order  : 

'*  HBADQaARTERS  BaNKS'S  EXPEDITION, 

''New  York,  November  17,  1862. 

*'GoHMOD0BB:  The  general  commanding  authorizes  you.   in  the 
special  service  in  which  you  are  engaged,  to  avail  yourself  of  the 
assistance  of  Nicholas  H.  Haswell,  his  services  to  be  compensated  at 
the  rates  usual  in  this  city  for  similar  inspections. 
'*  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

/» RICHARD  B.  IRWIN, 
* '  Lieutenant  Colonel  and  A,  A.  O. 
**  Commodore  G.  J.  Van  Brunt, 

'.'  United  States  Navy,  New  York/' 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  Jersey  Blue  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  was  on  board  her  frequently.  Commodore 
Vanderbilt  told  me  he  had  engaged  the  Jers'ey  Blue,  and  wished  her 
to  be  inspected.  I  told  Mr.  Haswell  to  go  down  with  me  and  look  at 
her.  We  went  there,  and  examined  her.  I  can  also  furnish  the 
report  in  her  case.  I  was  here  entirely  without  authority.  I  had 
no  authority  to  control  those  army  officers  I  could  not  control  Com- 
modore  Vanderbilt.  It  was  a  curious  position  to  place  me  in.  All 
I  could  do  was  to  retommend.  I  told  Commodore  Vanderbilt  fre- 
quently that  these  small  vessels  were  not  such  as  I  would  have 
selected.  As  to  the  Jersey  Blue,  she  had  been  in  the  employ  of  the 
government  a  good  while.  She  had  been  down  in  the  Burnside 
expedition  previously. 

Question.  Were  these  reports  of  Mr.  Haswell,  in  regard  to  the 
condition  of  the  different  vessels,  submitted  to  Commodore  Vander- 
bilt? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  always.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  read  those 
written  reports ;  but  Mr.  Haswell  and  myself  always  reported  to  Com- 
modore Vanderbilt,  for  I  have  been  in  the  office  of  Commodore  Van- 
derbilt ever  since  I  have  been  on  this  duty.  I  told  him  in  general 
terms  that  I  had  looked  at  the  vessel,  and  she  would  carry  so  many 
men  and  could  be  berthed  for  so  many  men  ;  that  she  had  such  and 
such  capacity ;  but  if  I  had  the  selection  and  fitting  out  of  these 
vessels  I  would  not  have  taken  any  of  these  small  vessels.  One  thing^ 
I  desire  to  say  to  you  ;  that  is,  I  had  no  knowledge,  up  to  three  daya 
ago,  of  what  service  was  required  of  these  vessels ;  how  far  they 
were  to  go. 

Question.  Would  some  of  these  vessels  that  went  on  the  Banks 
expedition  have  been  proper  vessels  to  go  as  far  as  the  Chesapeake  ? 

Answer.  Perfectly. 

Question.  But  wholly  unfit  to  go  beyond  Cape  Hatteras? 

Answer.  I  would  not  have  sent  them  myself.  They  were  consid- 
ered competent,  however. 
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Question.  If  you  had  known  where  the  expedition  was  going,  and 
the  selection  of  the  vessels  had  been  left  to  you,  were  there  many  of 
these  vessels  that  you  would  refuse  to  have  employed  to  go  on  this 
expedition  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  would  not  have  taken  any  of  these  small  pro- 
pellers or  river  steamers.  I  had  frequent  conversations  with  Com- 
modore Vanderbilt,  and  told  him  if  I  had  the  selection  of  these 
vessels  I  would  prefer  fine  first-class  sailing  ships,  if  we  could  not 
get  first  class  steamers. 

Question.  I  observe  in  this  report,  as  to  the  condition  of  the  Jersey 
Blue,  that  Mr.  Haswell  reported  her  **  condition  and  seaworthiness 
in  hull,  engine,  and  boilers,  as  fair,  under  very  favorable  circum- 
stances of  weather,  and  her  security  and  provision  against  fire  indif- 
ferent." 

Answer.  That  is  the  case  with  all  these  small  vessels.  The  secu- 
rity against  fire  is  not  perfect  in  any  of  the  small  vessels. 

Question.  Is  the  same  character  of  report  made  as  to  their  being 
rated  as  **fair"  as  to  seaworthiness  **  under  very  favorable  circum- 
stances of  weather  ? ' ' 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  all  of  them.  There  are  different  classes  of 
them.  That  is  a  small  vessel.  My  supposition  always  was  that  these 
small  steamers  of  light  draught  of  water  were  selected  for  the  reason 
that  they  would  be  wanted  when  the  expedition  reached  its  destina- 
tion to  transport  the  troops  in  shoal  water,  and  to  be  used  as  tugs, 
&c.  I  did  not  know  it,  because  I  had  no  knowledge  of  the  services 
required. 

Question.  Were  you  on  board  the  Niagara? 

Answer.  Repeatedly. 

Question.  What  report  did  Mr.  Haswell  make  as  to  her  ? 

Answer.  I  have  his  report  here.  He  reported  her  condition  and 
seaworthiness,  in  hull,  engines,  and  boiler,  to  be  fair,  and  her  security 
and  provision  against  fire  indifferent.  That  appears  by  his  written 
report,  now  before  me.  A  similar  report  is  made  in  every  one  of 
these  cases. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Haswell  examined  particu- 
larly the  timbers  and  hulls  of  these  vessels  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  went  on  board  with  him.  I  saw  her  on  the 
ways,  in  the  first  place,  when  she  was  putting  her  sponsons  on.  I 
went  over  there,  and  she  was  on  the  ways  at  Jersey  City,  and  Mr. 
Haswell  examined  her.  1  was  with  him.  Her  bottom  appeared  fair, 
and  was,  no  doubt.  The  sponsons  on  that  vessel  were  put  on  tight, 
as  was  supposed,  and  the  subsequent  difficulty  arose,  as  I  suppose, 
from  the  fact  that  her  sponsons  leaked  before  she  got  to  Philadelphia, 
and  filled  with  water.  The  vessel  became  logy  ;  the  men  got  fright- 
ened, and  they  run  into  Delaware  breakwater.  Any  man  who  knew 
anything  about  this  subject  would  tell  you  that,  if  they  had  taken  a 
plank  off,  so  as  to  allow  the  water  to  run  in  and  out,  that  difficulty 
would  have  been  overcome  ;  because  these  sponsons  were  simply  to 
break  the  sea  off  of  the  guards,  and  if  they  had  taken  a  plank  out, 
she  would  have  been  perfectly  seaworthy.     There  was  no  evidence 

..yitized  by  Google 


TBSTMONY.  69 

of  weakness  about  her.  I  went  aronnd  her,  and  if  I  had  discovered 
any  evidence  of  weakness,  I  would  have  noticed  it.  I  believe  she 
would  have  performed  her  voyage. 

Question.  To  New  Orleans? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  she  could;  that  is  my  opinion  about 
it;  I  examined  her  particularly;  I  was  on  board  her  particularly 
when  she  sailed;  I  went  aboard  to  see  that  she  was  not  overloaded; 
there  were  about  one  hundred  men  then  alongside,  and  a  large  amount 
of  freight  was  also  lying  there  in  a  lighter,  barrels,  &c. ;  I  said  to  the 
quartermaster,  **  You  are  loading  this  vessel  too  deep;  you  must  not 
put  those  men  on  board;  neither  must  you  put  that  material  on  board, 
because  it  is  too  large  a  quantity;  I  think  she  now  has  enough  on 
board;''  she  then  had  440  men,  as  near  as  we  could  ascertain;  at  my 
request  they  were  taken  away  from  her  and  placed  on  another  vessel, 
and  she  went  with  only  those  men  on  board  her.  That  vessel  could 
easily  have  taken  500  men  if  she  had  not  been  overloaded  with  stores; 
she  had  room  for  that  number.  The  great  difficulty  is  that  they 
crowd  all  these  vessels  with  stores  from  the  quartermaster's,  com- 
missary's, and  medical  departments;  it  is  one  of  the  most  difficult 
things  to  keep  them  in  order. 

Question.  Who  determined  the  number  of  men  to  go  on  each  ves- 
sel? 

Answer.  I  suppose  I  determined  that,  because  I  had  the  vessels 
measured. 

Question.  How  many  men  were  allowed  per  ton  ? 

Answer.  We  did  not  design  them  per  ton,  but  by  the  space  for 
berths,  &c. 

Question.  Who  determined  the  amount  of  quartermaster's  stores 
to  go  on  each  vessel  ? 

Answer.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  that;  when  she  was  ready  for 
the  stores  it  was  report^  to  the  commanding  general,  and  he  ordered 
them  to  be  put  on  board. 

Question.  How  could  you  prevent  the  vessels  from  being  over- 
loaded if  you  determined  the  number  of  passengers  and  another  man, 
as  quartermaster,  determined  the  amount  of  freight  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not;  I  could  not  control  it;  I  could  only  go  aboard 
before  she  went  to  sea,  and  if  I  thought  she  was  overloaded  I  so  re- 
ported it  to  the  commanding  general. 

Question.  Had  you  the  power  to  cause  anything  to  be  taken  out  of 
her? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  merely  recommended;  I  had  no  power  over 
anybody. 

Question.  You  acted  merely  as  consulting  agent  ? 

Answer.   That  is  all. 

Question.  You  had  no  power? 

Answer.  No,  sir:  I  could  not  take  or  reject  a  vessel  without  con- 
sulting Commodore  Vanderbilt;  I  had  the  Philadelphia  rejected;  I 
went  aboard  of  her  and  found  rotten  timbers  about  her;  she  whs  an 
old  vessel;  I  saw  the  rot  myself;  I  took  my  knife  and  dug  into  it,  and 
when  I  reported  it  to  Commodore  Vanderbilt  he  said,  * '  We  will  not 
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take  her."  My  intercourse  with  Commodore  Vanderbilt  throughont 
thi&  whole  matter  has  been  of  the  most  pleasant  kind ;  he  was  actings 
as  I  thought,  with  great  patriotism,  in  serving  the  government  for 
nothing.  I  believe  religiously  that  he  has  saved  the  government 
fifty  per  cent,  in  fitting  out  these  vessels. 

Question.  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  the  sailing  vessels  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  went  on  board  every  sailing  vessel  that  has 
been  employed;  I  feel  myself  responsible  for  those. 

Question.  Through  what  agei)t  were  they  selected  ? 

Answer.  They  were,  with  two  or  three  exceptions,  selected  by  Mr. 
Southard,  who  was  recommended  by  General  Banks  for  the  purpose, 
being  acquainted  with  fitting  ships,  particularly  for  horses,  and  he 
has  fitted  them  up  admirably.  We  have  taken  none  but  first  class 
ships;  I  think  they  are  all  first  class  vessels.  Mr.  Southard  I  found 
a  very  able  man,  and  one  who  understood  a  ship  as  well  as  any  other 
man  that  I  ever  saw,  and  &e  required  the  vessels  to  find  certain  arti- 
cles which  before  were  found  by  the  government. 

Question.  Which  of  the  sailing  vessels  were  first  taken  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  T.  J.  Southard  was  the  first  one,  of  1,080  tons; 
then  the  More  Castle,  the  Sparkling  Sea,  the  Jenny  Beals.  the  Ola- 
man,  &c.  I  think  that  was  the  order  in  which  they  were  taken,  as 
near  as  I  can  recollect. 

Question.  (By  Mr.  Morrill.)  Do  I  understand  that  you  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  selection  of  the  vessels? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  nothing  at  all.  He  reported  these  vessels  to 
Commodore  Vanderbilt.  Then  I  went  and  examined  them;  but  I 
feel  that  the  sailing  vessels  are  all  right.  I  think  there  can  be  no 
question  about  the  sailing  vessels.  Commodore  Vanderbilt  in  the 
first  place  took  all  the  best  sea-going  steamers  in  the  harbor.  Gene- 
ral Banks  was  hurrying  him  very  much,  and  he  was  obliged  to  take 
these  small  vessels,  because  it  was  necessary  that  they  should  go  down 
there  quickly.  These  vessels  had  been  employed  by  the  govern- 
ment before;  I  think  all  of  them  had  been. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  steamer  New  Brunswick? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  was  she  formerly  in  the  employment  of  the  gov- 
ernment? 

Answer.  That  I  cannot  tell  you.     I  never  saw  her. 

Question.   What  was  her  character  and  capacity? 

Answer.  She  is  850  tons.  We  estimated,  in  the  first  place,  that 
she  could  take  800  men.  Afterwards  she  did  take  but  595,  in  conse- 
quence of  her  being  loaded  too  deep  with  material  to  carry^more. 
There  was  too  much  material  aboard  before  the  men  were  taken  on 
board. 

Question.  How  was  the  New  Brunswick  reported  to  you  by  Mr. 
Haswell? 

Answer.  I  have  before  me  the  report  on  the  New  Brunswick.  He 
reported  her  condition  in  seaworthiness  of  hull  and  seaworthiness  of 
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boilers  to  be  good,  and  her  secufitj  and  provision  against  fire  as  in- 
different. 

Question.   (By  Mr.  Morrill.)  What  do  they  mean  by  ^indifferent?'' 

Answer.  He  means  that  they  have  not  all  the  appliances  that  large 
first  class  steamers  have.  It  is.  a  form  they  have.  Mr.  Haswell  can 
state  what  his  object  is  in  making  the  report  in  that  form.  They 
have  certain  forms,  and  that  is  the  way  in  which  he  reports  vessels 
to  the  board  of  underwriters. 

Question.  (By  the  chairman.)  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  history 
or  ages  of  these  vessels? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  inform  yourself? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  never  saw  them  to  examine  them  before.  I 
saw  most  of  them  in  the  roads  repeatedly.  Most  of  these  small 
steamers  were  engaged  in  the  same  service  on  previous  expeditions. 

Question.  Was  the  Niagara  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell;  but  she  has  been  employed  by  the  govern- 
ment. The  owner,  Mr.  Richardson,  will  tell  you  all  about  that.  He 
told  me  that  he  had  expended  $9,000  in  putting  that  vessel  in  orde«. 
As  far  as  could  be  seen,  she  was  in  good  repair. '  There  was  no  evi* 
dence  of  weakness;  but  the  soldiers  got  frightened  and  ripped  off  her 
ceiling  with  their  bayonets,  and  found  some  rotten  timber.  And  let 
me  say  to  you,  in  connexion,  that  I  have  a  statement  of  the  officers 
and  crew  which  yiras,  and  a  statement  of  the  captain  who  commanded 
her  previous  to  her  going  out  on  this  expedition,  (Captain  Havens.) 
I  can  furuish  them  to  you.  I  desired  to  be  put  in  possession  of  the 
whole  of  the  facts.  This  man  came  into  the  office,  and  I  requested 
him  to  give  me  a  Written  statement  of  the  exact  condition  of  the 
vessel.  I  desired  the  country  to  know  it,  and  I  am  very  glad  of  this 
investigation. 

Question.  That  statement  says  she  is  as  fit,  probably,  as  any  vessel 
of  her  age;  but  she  is  nineteen  years  old? 

Answer.  I  don' t  know  what  her  age  is. 

Question.  Was  this  statement  of  the  crew  and  officers  of  the  ship 
signed  before  they  started? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  at  Philadelphia.  Here  is  also  a  statement  of  the 
pilot. 

Question.  What  was  the  shape  of  her  hull  ? 

Answer.  She  was  a  common  passenger  steamer.  She  had  been 
running  in  the  Sound  here. 

Question.  A  vessel  may  be  fit  for  inland  navigation  and  yet  unfit 
for  outtfide  navigation? 

Answer.  Undoubtedly.     She  was  called  a  Sound  boat. 

Question.  Was  she  fit  for  outside  navigation  ? 

Answer.  She  was  for  running  along  the  coast. 

Question.  But  was  she  for  an  expedition  going  3,000  miles? 

Answer.  I  would  not  have  taken  her  myself  for  that.  She  would 
have  gone  to  Hampton  roads,  I  have  no  doubt. 
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Question.  I  nnderstand  yon  to  say  that  while  all  these  vessels,  in 
your  opinion,  were  fit  to  go  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake 
with  safety,  yet  they  were  unfit  to  go  on  a  cruise  as  far  as  the  mouth 
of  the  Mississippi  ? 

Answer.  That  is  my  opinion.     I  would  not  have  sent  them. 

Question.  Had  you  known  that  the  expedition  was  to  go  as  far  as 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,  would  you  hnve  protested  against 
troops  being  embarked  on  them  ? 

Answer.  I  should,  undoubtedly.  I  did  protest  so  far  as  to  say  to 
Commodore  Vanderbilt,  '*I  would  not  send  these  vessels,  but  you 
know  where  they  are  going  and  for  what  they  are  wanted." 

Questiod.  Do  you  know  or  have  you  reason  to  believe  that  any 
persons  who  chartered  vessels  for  this  expedition  were  compelled  to 
pay,  or  did  pay,  or  promise  to  pay  any  per  cent,  to  any  party  or  par- 
ties to  secure  charter-parties  for  their  vessels? 

Answer.  None,  to  my  knowledge .  I  know  of  nothing  of  the  kind. 
I  know  that  it  is  a  custom  here  in  New  York  to  employ  brokers,  and 
pay  them  a  certain  percentage  to  get  their  vessels  employed.  That 
isidone  every  day  here.  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  it  were  the  case 
with  some  of  the  sailing  ships  that  brokers  have  been  employed;  for 
I  know  that  brokers  have  come  there  and  offered  ships,  but  Mr.  South* 
ard  has  told  me  repeatedly  that  he  did  not  charge  one  cent  for  hia 
services.  He  has  been  here  quite  two  months  engaged  in  fitting 
these  ships. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  furnished  the  ship-chandlery  for  these 
sailing  vessels  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  don't  know  anything  about  it. 

Question.  (By  Mr.  Morrill.)  Did  you  superintend  the  supplies? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  (By  the  chairmam.)  What,  according  to  your  judgment, 
would  be  the  value  of  the  ship-chandlery  that  would  be  furnished  to 
one  of  these  sailing  ships  ? 

Answer.  Very  little,  sir.  I  don' t  think  it  amounts  to  much.  These 
ships  were  required  to  take  whatever  number  of  officers  they  could 
accommodate,  and  the  officers  were  charged  not  to  exceed  one  dollar 
a  day  for  their  board ;  and  they  were  obliged  to  provide  for  them. 
That  Commodore  Vanderbilt  put  in  the  charter-party  to  prevent  the 
officers  being  imposed  upon.  On  the  large  steamers  the  officers  went 
free.  He  commenced  it  on  the  Northern  Light  and  put  it  in  his 
charter-party  that  the  officers  were  to  go  without  cost.  He  said  it 
was  a  small  matter.  He  took  100  officers,  I  think,  in  his  ship,  the 
Northern  Light,  and  he  said  in  the  charter  of  all  these  large  steamers 
they  should  furnish  the  officers  free  of  expense.  In  the  smaller  ves- 
sels they  were  to  furnish  them,  but  the  charge  was  not  to  exceed  one 
dollar  a  day.  I  don't  think  it  amounted  to  much  in  any  case,  but  I 
have  no  knowledge  of  anything  about  it,  as  I  did  not  attend  to  any- 
thing of  the  kind. 

Question.  Is  there  any  mk  established  in  the  British  service  as  to 
the  number  of  persons  that  may  be  put  on  board  of  transports  ? 
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Answer.  I  know  of  none,  sir.  I  suppose  that  depends  very  much 
on  the  kind  of  service  that  is  required.  Their  transports  are  fitted 
oat  for  long  voyages  to  India  and  other  distant  points  in  the  British 
colonies.  I  dare  say  they  have  rules,  but  I  do  not  know  them.  Itt 
the  transportation  of  passengers  from  here  to  England  they  are  very 
stringent  in  their  rules  as  to  what  vessels  are  to  carry,  but  we  have 
not  had  much  of  that  kind  of  transportation  to  do. 

Question.  What  would  be  the  time  ordinarily  required  to  go  from 
here  to  New  Orleans? 

Answer.  That  would  depend  on  the  season  of  the  year.  I  told  Com- 
modore Vanderbilt  that  at  this  season  winds  prevail  from  the  north- 
ward, westward,  or  eastward;  in  either  case  they  would  run  down  and 
then  take  the  southeast  trades  and  run  into  the  Gulf.  I  told  him  that 
a  good  sailing  ship  would  make  the  passage  nearly  as  quick  and  cer- 
tainly much  safer  than  steamers.  But  we  have  now  about  as  many 
sailing  ships  as  steamers — ^twenty-six  sailing  ships,  and  they  are  all 
first  class  vessels. 

Question.  Who  had  the  control  or  the  power  to  determine  as  to  the 
qualifications  of  the  navigators  and  engineers  of  these  vessels;  or  was 
there  any  inquiry  made  into  the  capacity  of  the  men  connected  with 
those  duties  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  That  is  done  by  the  underwriters.  They  are 
most  interested  in  that  thing  and  believe  no  inquiry  was  made  into 
it.  That  is  one  of  the  troubles  to  us.  We  do  not  know  when  we 
send  a  vessel  to  sea  whether  the  man  in  command  can  navigate  her 
or  not.  These  men  profess  to  know  the  coast,  and  it  is  to  the  inter- 
est of  the  underwriters  to  ascertain  that  they  are  skilful. 

Question.  Would  it  be  prudent  and  safe  to  start  a  vessel  oat  from 
here  to  New  Orleans  with  a  mere  pilot  who  knew  the  coast  ?  Would 
it  not  be  the  dictate  of  prudence  and  wisdom  to  also  put  navigators 
on  board  ? 

Answer.  Certainly.  It  is  presumed  that  the  owner  would  not  put 
a  man  in  as  captain  who  is  not  competent. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  rule  in  the  merchant  service  that,  in  addition 
to  the  captain,  there  should  be  three  men  on  board  capable  of  navi- 
gating the  vessel  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not.  I  think  there  is  no  such  rule  or  law;  I  think 
the  owners  determine  that  for  themselves.  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  inquiry  made  into  it  at  all,  even  by  the  underwriters.  That  ought 
to  be  the  rule,  but  I  think  it  is  not.  It  is  generally  supposed  that 
the  captain  and  mates  of  a  ship  are  navigators.  I  think  they  are  not 
employed  without  they  are.  I  would  not  employ  them  if  they  were 
not. 

Question.  Then  there  was  no  inquiry  made  on  that  subject  by  you 
or  any  other  party  representing  the  government  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  none  at  all.  1  take  it  for  granted  that  every 
captain  of  a  ship  understands  how  to  navigate  her.  I  will  say,  in 
addition,  I  had  no  authority,  under  my  orders,  to  act  as  inspector. 
I  never  considered  myself  as  inspector  at  all;  I  could  not  do  it,  under 
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the  circumstances.     I  was  to  ''supervise"   the  outfit  of  the  expe- 
dition. 

Question.  When  the  Niagara  left  here  was  she,  in  your  opinion, 
overloaded;  and  if  so,  who  was  responsible  for  it? 

Answer.  You  ask  for  my  opinion.  I  examined  her  previous  to  her 
sailing,  and  did  not  think  she  was  overloaded,  as  she  had  but  440 
men,  with  their  equipments,  stores,  Ac,  on  board.  She  was  calcu- 
lated to  carry  500.  If  1  had  found  her  overloaded,  and  had  failed  to 
report  it  to  the  commanding  general,  who  alone  had  authority  to  cor- 
rect it,  I  should  have  been  responsible. 

G.  J.  VAN  BRUNT, 
Commodore  United  States  Navy, 

The  following  are  the  papers  alluded  to  by  Commodore  Van  Brunt: 

STATEMENT   OP   CAPTAIN   HAVENS. 

The  undersigned,  former  master  of  the  steamer  Niagara  during 
the  time  said  steamer  was  in  the  employ  of  the  government  previous 
to  the  last  trip,  and  also  as  a  passenger  steamer  on  Long  Island 
sound,  in  all  weather  found  her  able,  staunch,  and  strong,  never 
showing  any  sign  of  weakness  in  any  part  of  her.  I  offered  to  take 
her  south,  and  my  pilots  wished  to  go  with  me;  but  as  my  owner 
would  not  consent  to  my  leaving  her  and  returning  to  my  route  here, 
I  did  not  go.  I  have  been  on  the  sea  for  twenty  years,  and  believe 
the  Niagara  as  good  as  most  vessels  of  her  age,  and  capable  of  per- 
forming the  service  she  was  sent  upon;  and  had  she  continued  on  her 
voyage  to  her  destination,  no  complaint  would  have  been  made  of 
her  after  her  arrival. 

WICKHAM  S.  HAVENS. 

New  York,  December  20,  1862. 

statement  of  officers  and  crew. 

Steamer  Niagara, 
Philadelphia,  December  16,  1862. 

We,  the  undersigned,  being  the  oflScers  and  crew  of  this  steamer, 
having  learned  that  a  report  has  been  made  by  the  military  officers 
now  on  board  to  the  effect  that  the  *  *  boat  is  unseaworthy  and  a  poor 
sea-boat,  and,  consequently,  unfit  to  proceed  on  her  voyage/'  desire 
to  say  that,  in  our  judgment,  the  vessel  is  seaworthy,  and  is  a  good 
sea-boat,  and  w  in  a  serviceable  condition  to  proceed  on  the  voyage. 
Many  of  us  have  been  on  the  boat  a  long  time  and  feel  ourselves  as 
competent  to  judge,  perhaps,  as  any  others  can  be;  and  we  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  the  boat  is  as  safe  and  seaworthy  as  any  other  of 
her  kind. 

Such  is  our  confidence  in  her  good  qualities  that  we  are  willing  to, 
and  desirous  of,  proceeding  on  the  voyage  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  of  the  government.     We  desire  further  to  say  that  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TESTIMONT.  65 

statement  reported  to  have  been  made  by  the  oflScer  before  referred 
to,  viz:  that  we  were  in  danger,  and  therefore  put  in  at  the  Dela- 
ware breakwater,  is  entirely  untrue.  It  is  not  true,  either,  that  we 
had  our  guards  ** knocked  up;"  nor  is  it  true  that  we  made  only  five 
miles  per  hour,  the  boat  performing  as  well  as  could  be  expected. 
It  having,  as  we  learn,  been  also  reported  that  the  boat  was  on  fire, 
we  wish  here,  most  emphatically,  to  deny  it.  It  is  true  that  a  very 
small  part  of  the  waste  was  discovered  on  the  boat  smoking,  and  it 
was  thrown  overboard.  During  its  removal  it  ignited,  but  in  no  way 
to  damage  the  boat. 

It  is  true  that  the  spandings  leaked ;  but  that  difficulty  was  soon 
remedied,  and  we  could  have  proceeded  on  our  voyage  without  risk. 
But  the  troops  on  board  had  evidently  made  up  their  minds  (indeed, 
they  so  expressed  themselves)  that  they  would  not  go  on  this  boat, 
and  their  action,  disgraceful  in  the  extreme,  has  been  to  prevent  it. 

The  ofiScers  before  referred  to  have  seen  fit  to  state,  in  one  of  the 
Philadelphia  papers,  that  the  captain  was  obliged  to  put  his  vessel 
in  at  the  breakwater  in  consequence  of  her  leaky  condition.  We 
wish  to  say  that  this  statement  is  also  false.  The  boat  is  perfectly 
tight,  and  shows  no  signs  of  leaking. 

JNO.  GEO.  DORRY,  Master. 
OTIS  R.  YOUNG,  Mate. 

Prank  Shannon,  pilot.  t  i.    ^*r  t%  i        j     i_  i.     j 

John  C.  Yarran,  engineer.  John +^Delay,  deck  hand. 

Thos.  McDonough,  2d  engineer.      _,        ,  '!'• -m^,   ,.        ,    ,   , 
Martin  Doyle,  3d  engineer.  Edward  +  Whaling,  deck  hand. 

■CI  •    TV      »•  ,  1  mark. 

En  Darling,  steward.  Thos.  Colton,  deck  hand. 

G.  R.  Clough,  watchman.  John  Dority,  fireman. 

Wm.  Ebtly,  wheelsman.  Kuran  Horan,  fireman. 

Lent.  Rehpburgh,  wheelsman.         Michael  Ennis,  fireman. 
John  Jones,  deck  hand.  John  Memesey,  fireman. 

Sidney  Brown,  cook. 

The  witness,  Commodore  Van  Brunt,  presented  the  following  doc- 
uments as  explanatory  of  the  testimony  concerning  the  inspection  and 
classification  of  vessels  : 

New  York,  November  24,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  submit  the  following  report  regarding  the  steamer 
Memenon  Sanford  : 

1.  Her  condition  and  seaworthiness  in  hull  and  engine  and  boiler 
is  good,  and  her  security  and  provisions  against  fire  are  indifferent 

2.  In  tools  and  extra  pieces  of  the  character  and  extent  necessary 
for  ordinary  repairs,  her  provisions  are  fair. 

3.  In  anchors,  chains,  hawsers,  Ac,  she  is  fully  provided. 

4.  Her  draught  of  water,  with  half  stowage  of  fuel,  will  be  eight 
feet  four  inches,  and  when  fully  loaded,  as  required,  nine  feet  ten 
inches. 

5.  She  has  capacity  for  the  transportation  of  750  troops. 

Eep.  Com.  75 5  ,.g.^.^^,  ,^  GoOglc 
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6.  With  the  underwriters  her  class  is  five — rate  A  1};  security  and 
provisions  against  fire,  indifferent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,   very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.   H.  HASWELL, 

Engineer  and  8ut*veyar. 
Commodore  G.  S.  Van  Bbunt, 

United  States  Navy,  New  York. 

Memorandum  of  the  new  system  of  dassi/ioation  of  steam/ers. 

Class  one — Sea-going  steamers  having  two  engines  and  sufficient 
spread  of  canvas.  Class  two  —  Sea-going  steamers  having  one  engine 
and  sufficient  spread  of  canvas.  *  Glass  three — Sea-going  steamers 
having  two  engines  and  insufficient  spread  of  canvas.  Class  four — 
Sea-going  steamers  having  one  engine  and  insufficient  spread  of  can- 
vas. Class  five — Steamers  wholly  navigating  sounds,  lakes,  and 
rivers,  or  such  as  by  their  construction  are  only  adapted  to  such  nav- 
igation. 

The  rates  in  each  class  to  run  from  A  1  to  A  3,  by  halves  only, 
and  to  depend  on  the  following  conditions,  added  to  those  of  ordinary 
consideration,  viz  :  Character  and  condition  of  machinery;  security 
of  openings  in  bottom  of  hull;  security  of  propeller  bearing  and  rud- 
der post;  if  the  hull  is  coppered;  construction  and  location  of  boilers; 
if  fitted  with  bilge  injections  and  independent  steam-pumps. 

The  underlining  of  a  rate  by  two  lines  (=)  signifies  that  the  rate 
is  between  that  and  the  grade  next  below  it. 

The  rates  for  security  and  provisions  against  fire  are  there,  viz : 
good,  indifferent,  and  insufficient;  and  will  depend  upon  the  charac- 
ter and  condition  of  lining  to  chimney  rooms,  coating  of  boilers,  use 
of  blowers,  and  being  provided  with  independent  steam  fire-pumpe. 

Notes. — Steamers  on  the  run  to  their  intended  route  will  hereafter 
receive  a  rate  for  the  sea  risk,  in  addition  to  that  due  to  their  proper 
route. 

In  the  case  of  steamers  upon  distant  stations^  the  existing  character 
of  the  security  and  provisions  against  fire  must  necessarily  be  un- 
known. 

CHAS.  H.  HASWELL,  Surveyor. 

Nbw  York,  January  1,  1854. 


New  Yore,    Wednesday,  Deoember  31,  1862. 
Henry  E.  Nesmith,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows  : 

Examined  by  the  chairvijan. 

Question.  State,  if  you  please,  your  residence  and  occupation. 

Answer.  My  residence  is  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn.  I  am  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Nesmith  &  Sons,  of  New  York,  ship-owners  and  commis- 
sion merchants  ;  *' shipping  and  commission,"  we  call  ourselves. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  for  yourself,  or  any  other  party  or  par- 
ties, any  vessels  for  what  is  known  as  the  Banks^exjeditipn?^ 
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Answer.  Yea,  sir. 

Qaestion.  State,  if  you  please,  what  the  names  of  these  vessels 
were. 

Answer.  One  was  the  ship  Aquila,  for  parties  eastward — a  ship 
that  was  consigned  to  ns  here.  The  other  was  the  ship  Alice  Councc 
We  are  part  ovmers  and  agents.     That  is  all,  sir. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  you  charter  these  vessels? 

Answer.  1  could  not  give  you  the  exact  dates.  I  should  think  the 
Aquila  was  about  six  weeks  since.  The  Alice  Counce  now  lies  here. 
Her  charter  commenced  on  the  8th  of  last  month. 

Question.  For  how  long  a  time  were  they  chartered  ? 

Answer.  Three  months  was  the  time  in  the  charter-party. 

Question.  Through  whom  did  you  effect  the  charter-parties  ? 

Answer.  T.  J.  Southard. 

Question.  Where  does  Mr.  Southard  reside  ? 

Answer.  In  Richmond,  Maine. 

Question.  Did  you  apply  in  the  first  instance  to  Mr.  Southard,  or 
some  other  person  ? 

Answer.  I  first  applied  to  another  party. 

Question.  To  whom  ? 

Answer.  To  Cornelius  Vanderbilt. 

Question.  What  reply  did  you  receive  from  him  upon  making  that 
application  ? 

Answer.  The  first  reply  was  that  there  were  no  sailing  ships  wanted, 
or  **  sail -boats,"  as  he  called  them  ;  but  when  they  wanted  any,  we 
should  have  word  sent  to  us.  A  few  days  afterwards,  I  ascertained 
that  Mr.  Southard  had  chartered  two  or  three  ships  that  he  was  inter- 
ested in,  as  well  as  two  or  three  other  ships.  One  of  these  we  had 
to  our  consignment,  belonging  to  neighbors  of  his,  eastward.  I  then 
applied  to  Commodore  Vanderbilt  again,  and  was  referred  by  Com- 
mcKlore  Vanderbilt  to  T.  J.  Southard. 

Question.  Was  your  contract  made  directly  with  Mr.  Southard,  or 
through  the  intervention  of  some  other  party  ? 

Answer.  The  contract  was  made  through  Mr.  Southard.  He  has  a 
son  in  business  here.  I  went  into  his  office  several  times,  but  the 
conversation  and  the  reply,  I  think,  was  made  in  Commodore  Van- 
derbilt's  office — I  think  in  the  outer  office  of  the  building  where  he 
is.  He  replied  that  he  would  accept  the  ship.  The  original  contract, 
it  was  my  understanding,  was  made  with  T.  J.  Southard. 

Question.  What  per  cent,  were  you  required  to  pay  Mr.  Southard 
to  secure  the  charter-party  of  your  vessel? 

Answer.  The  commission  named  was  five  per  cent. 

Question.  Was  it  five  per  cent,  upon  the  gross  earnings  of  the  ves- 
sel during  the  continuance  of  the  charter-party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  government  has  the  right  to  extend  the 
charter  if  they  wish  it.  We  pay  five  per  cent,  commission  upon  the 
gross  amount  of  the  charter. 

Question.  Did  you  enter  into  a  written  contract  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir  ;  but  it  is  not  signed  by  myself.  It  is  signed  by 
the  captain.  ^  j 
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Question.   Do  you  now  mean  the  charter-party  ? 
Answer.  Tes,  sir,  and  the  agreement  for  the  commission,  also. 
Question.  Who  was  it  signed  by  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Southard  ? 
Answer.  The   agreement  for  the   commission  was  not  signed  by 
any  one  on  his  part.     It  was  merely  a  one-sided  agreement  to  pay 
certain  commissions. 

Question.  To  whom  is  it  taken  ? 
Answer.  It  was  taken  without  name. 
Question.  Was  the  payee  in  the  contract  left  blank  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  the  consideration  for  the  contract  the  procurement 
of  the  charter-party  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  this  the  case  in  regard  to  the  Aquila  and  the  Alice 
Counce  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  agreement  in  regard  to  the  Aquila  was 
signed  in  the  office  of  Southard,  Wright  &  Hussey,  and  handed  by 
Mr.  Wright  to  the  captain  to  sign. 

Question.  Were  the  other  sailing  vessels,  so  far  as  you  know,  char- 
tered for  this  expedition,  procured  by  Mr.  Southard? 

Answer.  Yes,  with  the  exception,  I  believe,  of  the  L.  L.  Sturges 
and  the  George  Peabody,  and  another  large  ship.     Mr.  Russell  Stur- 
ges chartered  them  the  L.  L.  Sturges.  The  George  Peabody  belonged 
to  William  F.  Weld  &  Co.,  of  Boston.     I  forget  the  other  ship. 
Question.  Was  it  the  Belle  Wood? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Those  three  vessels  were  chartered  by  Mr. 
Russell  Sturges.  They  were  chartered  here.  The  ships  were  here 
at  the  time.  I  presume  that  Russell  Sturges  got  the  George  Peabody 
from  Crocker,  Wood  &  Co.,  or  J.  W.  Elwell  &  Co. 

Question.  Who  supplied  the  ship-chandlery  for  your  vessels? 
Answer.  The  Aquila  was  supplied  by  Neff  &  Merrill.     The  Alice 
Counce  has  not  received  her  supplies.     They  will  be  from  the  same 
parties. 

Question.  What  relation  do  they  hold  to  Mr.  Southard  ? 
Answer.  Mr.  Merrill  is  a  son-in-law  of  his,  I  believe. 
Question.  Are  you  under  obligation  to  procure  your  ship -chandlery 
from  them  for  the  Alice  Counce  ? 

Answer.  I  made  an  oflFer  of  that  kind  myself. 
Question.  Did  you  make  that  offer  because  you  knew  it  was  neces- 
sary in  order  to  secure  the  charter  of  the  vessel  ? 
Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  did. 
Question.  (By  Mr.  Morrill.)  Was  it  an  inducement? 
Answer.  Possibly  it  might  have  been  an  inducement. 
Question.  (By  the  chairman.)  Did  you  make  it  because  you  had 
been  informed  that  such  contracts  were  necessary  in  order  to  secure 
charter-parties  before? 

Answer.  I  had  heard  so;  but  still  I  would  not  like  to  go  so  far  as 
that.     It  was  my  own  offer. 

Question.  How  many  of  these  26  sailing  vessels  chartered  for  this 
expedition  secured  their  ship-chandlery  of  Neff  &  Merrill? 
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Answer.  I  shonld  think  the  majority;  still  I  could  not  answer 
correctly  on  that. 

Qnestion.  How  much  is  the  value  of  the  ship-chandlery  for  vessels 
of  that  kind  for  such  a  voyage  ? 

Answer.  They  fit  out  probably  for  six  months,  and  stores  are  the 
principal  item.  I  could  not  give  you  the  exact  figures.  These  ships 
are  fitted  for  six  months.  As  to  the  officers,  I  believe  the  captain 
takes  care  of  them  himself;  they  make  a  contract  at  one  dollar  per 
day  each;  that  is  generally  for  their  own  benefit  if  they  can  make  any- 
thing out  of  it.  I  cannot  give  you  the  exact  figures.  The  ship- 
chandlery  would  be  owing  to  the  state  the  ships  came  in  in;  some 
require  more  than  others.  I  should  suppose  the  bills  would  be 
$1,200  to  |1,500  each. 

Qnestion.  Do  you  know  of  more  than  five  per  cent,  having  been 
paid,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  to  Mr.  Southard,  or  any  member 
of  his  family,  or  any  firm  of  which  a  member  of  his  family  is  a  part- 
ner? 

An^er.   I  do  not,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  the  intervention  of  any  other  brokers 
or  agents  in  the  procurement  of  charters  except  the  broker  who  was 
the  immediate  agent  of  the  owner  and  Mr.  Southard  or  his  firm? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  do,  except  this  case  I  spoke  of,  of  Mr. 
Sturges;  but  that  had  nothing  to  do  with  Mr.  Southard. 

Question.  In  chartering  those  two  vessels  you  acted  as  the  agent 
of  parties  to  the  eastward,  and  you  charged  them  a  per  cent,  in  those 
cases? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.     One  ship  was  ours. 

Question.  The  ordinary  charge  for  ship -brokerage  in  New  York  is 
what? 

Answer.  Two  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Question.  Then  the  owners  in  these  cases  were  required  to  pay 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  wrote  our  friends,  Messrs.  Oliver  Moses  & 
Sons,  the  owners  of  the  Aquila,  that,  in  consequence  of  having  this 
large  commission  to  pay,  we  would  not  charge  them  more  than  one  and 
a  quarter  per  cent.  The  other  ship  we  owned  with  Mr.  William 
Singer,  of  Thomaston. 

Question.  State  whether  or  not  you  have  paid  to  Mr.  Southard  five 
per  cent,  upon  the  charter-party  of  the  ship  Aquila  ? 

Answer.  We  did;  we  paid  it  to  his  son. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  any  voucher  or  evidence  of  payment? 
If  BO,  state  what  it  was. 

Answer.  There  was  a  bill  presented  and  a  receipt  taken  for  the 
money  paid.  His  son  received  the  money  for  him.  The  following  is 
a  copy  of  the  bill  and  the  receipt: 
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Ship  Alice  Counce,  or  owners^  to  T.  J.  Southard,  Dr. 
1862. 
Dec.  8.     For  3  months'  commissions  on  charter  to  Banks 
expedition,   l,156|f  tons,  at  $3  75   per  ton  a 

month,  $1,315  41,  at  5  per  cent. $660  77 

Received  payment  December  23,  1862. 

T.  J.  SOUTHARD, 
Per  C.  H.  T.  J.  SOUTHARD. 
Approved: 

•  WILLIAM  J.  SINGER. 

Received,  New  York,  December  13,  1862,  from  Messrs.  Nesmith 
&  Sons,  six  hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars  and  forty  cents,  for  bill 
commissions  ship  Aquila. 

$671  40.  T.  J.  SOUTHARD, 

Per  C.  H.  T.  J.  SOUTHARD. 

Question.  Who  is  C.  H.  T.  J.  Southard  ? 

Answer.  T.  J.  Southard's  son. 

Question.  (By  Mr.  MorrilL)  In  addition  to  this  five  per  cent,  you 
charged  one  and  a  quarter  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  share  this  five  per  cent,  with  Mr.  Southard? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  we  did  not  get  a  cent  of  it. 

Question.  Was  there  any  arrangement  by  which  you  were  to  share 
this  money? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  The  only  conversation  was,  I  told  him  **I 
understand  we  are  to  be  put  on  the  same  terms  with  other  parties;" 
and,  in  closing  up  the  transaction,  he  said  to  me  he  could  make  no 
return;  that  he  had  to  do  with  somebody,  and  that  there  was  some- 
thing behind.  That  was  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  understand- 
ing— that  there  was  something  else;  that  he  had  to  take  care  of  some- 
body else,  and,  of  course,  I  would  have  to  stand  to  one  side. 

Question.  (By  the  chairman.)  The  effect  of  the  transaction,  then, 
was  to  deprive  you  of  one  and  a  quarter  per  cent,  of  your  legitimate 
commissions? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  of  one  and  a  quarter  per  cent.  Two  and  a  half 
per  cent,  is  the  regular  rate.  Sometimes,  when  the  amount  is  very 
large,  we  make  it  less. 

Question.  Is  it  ever  more? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  when  there  are  two  or  three  parties  concerned^. 

Question.  Suppose  this  vessel  should  be  retained  by  the  govern- 
ment for  a  period  of  time  exceeding  three  months  ;  are  you  under 
obligation,  in  honor  or  law,  to  pay  Mr.  Southard  five  per  cent,  upon 
the  amount  that  may  be  received  after  the  expiration  of  the  three 
months'  charter-party? 

Answer.  The  signed  agreement  made  by  the  captain  is  still  in  their 
hands,  which  binds  the  vessel  for  the  payment  of  five  per  cent,  on 
the  extended  time  of  the  charter. 
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Question.  So  that  the  owners  of  the  vessels,  or  the  representatives 
of  the  owners  of  the  vessels,  were  compelled  to  pay  their  five  per 
cent,  for  three  months  on  the  charter-parties  in  advance  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qaestion.  And  then  enter  into  a  written  agreement  to  pay  five  per 
cent,  upon  any  amount  that  might  be  received  upon  the  continuance 
of  the  charter-party  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  you  understand  me  ;  the  original 
agreement  he  still  holds,  which  binds  them  for  the  three  months,  and 
any  continuation  of  the  time.  When  he  collects  that  bill,  he  still 
keeps  that  agreement  back. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  any  vessels  for  the  Port  Royal  expedi- 
tion? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  any  for  the  Butler  expedition  to  New 
Orleans  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  we  did  not. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  any  for  the  Burnside  expedition  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  any  for  what  is  called  the  McClellan  ex- 
pedition ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  chartered  any  vessels  to  the  government  or 
government  agents  prior  to  these  you  have  mentioned? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  We  have  had  ships  that  have  been  in  our  hands 
taken  out  in  that  way  by  other  parties — by  parties  in  Boston  and  by 
parties  here;  that  is,  where  this  business  would  be  ofiered  them  by 
other  parties.  We  had  one  case  in  this  expedition — the  Olamon. 
She  was  to  our  consgnment,  but  the  business  being  offered  by  Mr. 
Southard  direct,  and  he  being  a  neighbor  of  the  owner,  we  stood  to 
one  side,  and  on  that  we  get  nothing.  There  were  one  or  two  ships 
we  had  here  during  the  time  Captain  George  was  chartering  the 
Batler  expedition  in  Boston.  We  wrote  the  owners  to  call  upon  him 
in  Boston.     Oat  of  that  we  got  nothing;  we  had  to  stand  aloof. 

Question.  Was  the  reason  that  you  stood  aloof  from  chartering  any 
vessels  to  government  agents  for  prior  expeditions,  because  you  were 
compelled  to  pay  a  percentage  to  those  who  represented  the  govern- 
ment in  the  transaction  of  this  business  ? 

Answer.  I  should  say  that  that  was  one  reason. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  rates  that  have  been  paid 
to  the  government  agents  for  any  of  these  prior  expeditions  to  enable 
parties  to  secure  charters  ? 

Answer.  Only  from  hearsay. 

HENRY  E.  NESMITH. 
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New  York,  Wednesday,  December  31,  1862. 
Thomas  D.  Taylor,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Eocamined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside,  and  what  is  your  employment  ? 

Answer.  I  reside  at  No.  61  Johnson  street,  Brooklyn.  My  place 
of  business  is  at  No.  35  Wall  street.  I  am  marine  inspector  and  editor 
of  the  American  Lloyd's  Register  of  Shipping. 

Question.  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  fitting  out  any  of  the  ves- 
sels in  the  expeditions  sent  out  by  the  government  within  the  last 
few  months  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  familiar  with  any  of  the  vessels  chartered  for 
these  expeditions  ? 

Answer.  With  some  of  them  I  am.  I  do  not  remember  the  names 
of  them ;  I  paid  so  little  attention  to  their  going  off. 

Question.  What  is  the  business  of  a  marine  inspector  ? 

Answer.  To  examine  vessels  to  ascertain  their  seaworthiness  to  go 
to  sea. 

Question .  Are  you  in  the  employment  of  the  ship-owners  ? 

Answer.  I  am  in  the  employment  of  a  marine  insurance  company. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  inspect  the  steamer  Niagara  ? 

Answer.  Not  specially,  but  I  have  been  aboard  of  her. 

Question.  When  did  you  see  her  ? 

Answer.  In  July  last. 

Question.  Did  you  regard  her  as  a  seaworthy  vessel  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  regard  her  as  a  seaworthy  vessel. 

Question.  Do  you  know  her  age  ? 

Answer.  Well,  on  my  reports  I  think  I  have  got  her  down  as  built 
in  1844. 

Question.  Where  was  she  built  ? 

Answer.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  in  Niagara  City,  on  the  lakes 
somewhere. 

Question.  What  do  you  estimate  her  value  to  be  at  the  time  she 
sailed  on  the  expedition  ? 

Answer.  If  I  were  going  to  purchase  her  myself,  I  probably  would 
not  give  over  $6,000  or  $7,000  for  her.  All  she  was  worth  at  all  was 
her  engines  and  the  iron  about  her.  For  a  boat  for  cargo  and  passen- 
gers, to  go  outside  of  Sandy  Hook,  I  would  not  have  sent  my  dog  out- 
side in  her  for  safety. 

Question.  If  she  was  fit  for  any  sort  of  employment,  it  would  be 
on  some  inland  waters? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  She  might  have  done  to  run  up  and  down 
North  river  here,  perhaps,  but  I  would  have  been  afraid  to  have 
trusted  passengers  aboard  of  her  then. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  Jersey  Blue  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  her. 

Question.  Did  you  inspect  her  and  examine  her  t 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QaestioD.  Was  she  a  seaworthy  vessel  ? 

Answer.  It  was  some  years  ago.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  consider  these 
vessels  fit  to  go  outside. 

Qnestion.  What  of  the  Quinebang  ? 

Answer.  She  is  one  of  the  same  style  of  boats. 

Qnestion.  Shetncket? 

Answer.  She  is  one  of  the  same  class  of  boats — only  calculated  to 
run  in  the  sound. 

Question.  The  Charles  Osgood  ? 

Answer.  The  Charles  Osgood  was  a  better  boat  than  any  of  those 
you  have  mentioned. 

Question.  The  James  S.  Green  ? 

Answer.   I  do  not  know  her. 

Question.  TheQuincy? 

Answer.  The  Quincy  was  built  in  Buffalo  in  1857.  She  was  alto- 
gether uncalculated  for  outside  navigation. 

Question.  The  Saxon  ? 

Answer.   I  am  not  familiar  with  her. 

Question.  The  Haze  ? 

Answer.   The  Haze  is  a  good  boat. 

Question.  The  Prometheus  ? 

Answer.   She  is  a  good  boat;  I  examined  her. 

Question.  The  Albany  ? 

Answer.   1  am  not  familiar  with  her. 

Question.  The  Cambria? 

Answer.  She  is  a  very  fine  boat — an  iron  boat.  She  was  taken  by 
the  blockading  squadron,  and  refitted  here  or  in  Philadelphia. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  Mary  A.  Boardman  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  her,  but  I  have  never  examined  her. 

Question.  The  Continental? 

Answer.  The  Continental  was  a  good  boat. 

Question.  The  New  Brunswick  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  her. 

Question.  The  Honduras? 

Answer.  She  is  a  little  boat,  not  calculated  for  outside  work.  She 
was  built  here  some  two  years  ago.  I  think  she  was  built  for  carry- 
ing cattle. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  sailing  vessels  employed 
for  the  Banks  expedition  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  do.  Those  26  vessels  in  that  list  (see  list  of  ves- 
sels in  testimony  of  Cornelius  Yanderbilt)  are  all  good  ships  for  that 
class  of  ships.     They  are  a  good  class  of  ships. 

Question.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  rates  at  which  vessels  are 
chartered  at  this  time  and  have  been  for  the  last  year  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  that  is  not  a  part  of  my  business. 

Question.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  subject  of  the  stowage  of 
vessels  and  their  capacities  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  have  been;  when  I  went  to  sea  I  have  been  in 
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ships  where  they  carried  passengers  from  Liverpool  and  Havre  to  the 
United  States  ports. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  many  passengers  were  stowed  on  each 
vessel  for  the  Banks  expedition  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  have  never  been  called  upon  in  any  way  for 
any  of  those  expeditions,  and  have  felt  no  interest  in  them. 

Question.  How  many  passengers  would  be  a  humane  and  proper 
number  for  a  vessel  like  the  Montebello,  of  1,049  tons? 

Answer.  It  depends  on  how  many  decks  she  has.  That  vessel  is  a 
two-decked  ship.  I  think  about  400  or  450  men,  to  make  them  com- 
fortable. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  about  the  same  number  should 
be  allowed  for  other  vessels  of  that  description  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  say,  from  900  to  1,100  tons,  450  to  500  would 
be  quite  enough  for  health  and  comfort. 

Question.  Is  your  opinion  of  the  unseaworthiness  of  the  Niagara 
based  on  the  fact  that  she  was  an  old  vessel  and  was  decayed,  or 
upon  the  fact  that  she  was  improperly  constructed  for  outside  navi- 
gation ? 

Answer.  On  both  of  those  accounts.  She  was  improperly  con- 
structed for  outside  navigation,  and  was  a  rotten,  decayed  vessel, 
entirely  unfit  for  service  without  thorough  overhauling  and  repairing. 
I  was  astonished  at  the  chartering  of  that  vessel.  I  did  not  know 
how  it  could  be  possible  that  such  a  vessel  could  have  been  taken 
into  the  employment  of  the  government. 

Question.  Gould  such  a  vessel  as  the  Niagara  be  seaworthy  if  her 
bottom  were  in  fair  condition  in  its  appearance  on  the  outside,  but 
her  main  timbers,  her  beams,  all  completely  rotten  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  she  would  not  be  qualified  to  go  to  sea.  I  have 
reason  to  know  about  the  Niagara.  I  went  aboard  of  her  last  summer. 
She  ran  from  here  to  Greenport,  on  Long  Island,  in  a  passenger 
trade.  It  was  general  talk  with  every  person  that  knew  anything 
about  the  boat  that  she  was  a  rotten  boat;  that  they  were  afraid  she 
would  sink  some  night  in  the  sound  while  they  were  going  down. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  vessels  of  the  class  of  the 
Jersey  Blue  were  unfit  for  outside  navigation  ? 

Answer.  There  may  be  circumstances  under  which  a  vessel  of  that 
kind  might  go  outside,  but  they  are  very  rare. 

Question.  Is  it,  or  not,  the  fact  that  a  vessel  might  go  safely  as  far 
as  the  capes  of  the  Delaware  or  Chesapeake  and  yet  be  wholly  unfit 
to  go  beyond  Cape  Hatteras  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  A  vessel  might  leave  here  this  morning  and 
have  a  very  favorable  time,  and  get  along  as  far  as  the  Delaware,  but 
it  is  very  seldom  they  can  proceed  further  or  go  as  far  as  Cape  Hat- 
teras. I  seldom  have  known  it  to  happen  that  they  get  past  Gape 
Hatteras  without  a  gale  or  boisterous  weather. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  persons  who  were  em- 
ployed to  navigate  these  propellers  and  steamers? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Question.   Would  it  be  safe  to  intrust  a  vessel  to  a  pilot  who  was 
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not  a  navigator  in  undertaking  such  a  voyage  as  from  here  to  the 
capes  of  Florida  or  New  Orleans  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  A  man  might  go  in  a  steamship,  as  pilot,  to 
carry  her  out  of  port  and  into  port  of  destination,  but  when  at  sea 
the  machinery  might  become  disabled,  they  might  have  a  gale  of 
wind  and  be  blown  off  to  sea,  and  the  man  would  not  know  how  to 
get  back  again.  He  could  not  make  any  port;  if  he  did,  it  would  be 
accidental. 

Question.  Is  there  any  rule  among  commercial  men  or  insurance 
men  as  to  the  number  of  employes  on  board  a  vessel  who  shall  be 
navigators  ? 

Answer.  It  is  generally  two,  sir;  the  captain  and  first  officer.  The 
underwriters  require  two  navigators,  also  the  merchants.  I  have 
never  been  in  any  merchant  service  where  they  employed  less  than 
two  navigators — the  captain,  and  one  or  two  navigators  with  him. 

THOMAS  D.  TAYLOR. 


New  York,   Wednesday,  December  31,  1862. 
Andbew  J.  Richardson,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  State  your  residence  and  employment. 

Answer.  My  residence  is  in  New  York;  my  place  of  business  is  at 
No.  160  Pulton  street;  manufacturing  is  my  employment. 

Question.  Are  you  the  owner  of  the  steamer  Niagara? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  When  did  you  buy  her  ? 

Answer.  In  June  of  1862. 

Question.  Of  whom  did  you  buy  her  ? 

Answer.  I  bought  her  of  the  American  Transportation  Company 
on  Lake  Ontario. 

Question.  Where  was  she  employed  at  the  time  you  bought  her  ? 

Answer.   On  Lake  Ontario. 

Question.  When  was  she  built  ? 

Answer.  She  was  originally  built  in  1845  or  1846,  I  think,  sir;  and 
rebuilt  in  1849. 

Question.  Where  was  she  built  ? 

Answer.  I  think  at  Frenchtown,  on  Lake  Ontario. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  pay  for  her? 

The  Witness.  Do  you  mean  the  original  purchase  ? 

The  Chairman.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  The  price  of  the  original  purchase  was  $10,000. 

Question.  In  what  business  had  she  been  engaged  from  the  time 
she  was  built  to  the  time  you  purchased  her  on  Lake  Ontario  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  speak  as  to  that  from  experience,  sir. 

Question.  Speak  from  information. 

Answer.  She  was  used  as  a  passenger  and  freight  boat,  according 
to  my  information. 
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Question.  What  employment  was  she  engaged  in  before  being  char- 
tered for  the  Banks  expedition  ? 

Answer.  Perhaps  it  would  be  well  for  me  to  state  that  I  purchased 
her  to  use  her  on  a  route  on  Long  Island  sound,  but  I  found  she  was 
too  heavy  and  drew  too  much  water  for  that  business,  and  I  withdrew 
her  from  that  route.  That  was  about  the  time  of  the  movement  of 
General  McClellan's  army  from  the  Chesapeake  bay.  She  was  taken 
up  in  August  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  removal  of  that  army. 
She  was  returned  to  me  in  September.  Since  then  she  has  been 
under  the  hands  of  the  mechanics  undergoing  repairs. 

Question.  What  amount  of  repairs  ? 

Answer.  Something  like  $10,000  or  $12,000. 

Question.   What  repairs  ? 

Answer.  I  have  repaired  her  engines  and  boilers,  and  have  substi- 
tuted timbers  wherever  it  was  discovered  that  they  were  needed:  and 
they  made  general  repairs. 

Question.  Under  whose  direction  were  they  made  ? 

Answer.  Under  the  direction  of  competent  joiners  here  in  the  city 
of  New  York. 

Question.  Who  was  the  master  workman  or  chief  man  ? 

Answer.  I  employed  no  such  man.  I  don't  know  as  I  can  now 
give  the  names  of  my  principal  men  without  my  books. 

Question.  Who  took  her  up  for  the  McClellan  movement? 

Answer.  Mr.  John  Tucker. 

Question.  At  what  rates  ? 

Answer.  At  $400  a  day. 

Question.  How  long  was  she  then  in  the  employ  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  give  the  exact  time.  She  was  taken  in  August 
and  returned  in  September.  I  think  she  was  taken  about  the  20th 
and  returned  about  the  20th. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Tucker  take  her  up  directly  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  himself. 

Question.  Did  you  furnish  the  hands  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  did  it  cost  to  run  her  per  day  ? 

Answer.  I  can  give  you  the  exact  cost  from  my  books.  It  was, 
perhaps,  $100  a  day. 

Question.  Who  chartered  her  of  you  the  last  time  she  was  char- 
tered? 

Answer.   Commodore  Vanderbilt. 

Question.  Did  Commodore  Vanderbilt  charter  her  himself?   . 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  Commodore  Vanderbilt  familiar  with  her  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  he  was,  sir. 

Question.  Had  he  ever  been  on  board  her  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  he  had,  sir.     . 

Question.  Upon  what  representations  did  he  take  her? 

Answer.  Learning  that  Commodore  Vanderbilt  was  chartering 
vessels  of  that  character  for  this  Banks  expedition,  I  applied  to  him 
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and  made  known  that  I  had  this  boat.     He  immediately  sent  a  man 
he  had  in  his  employ — a  captain  of  old  experience — 
Question.   What  is  his  name  ? 
Answer.  Lafevre,  I  think,  sir. 
Question.  The  present  commander  of  the  North  Star? 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  sir.  My  recollection  is  that  his  name  was 
Lafevre.  He  went  with  me  on  board  her.  The  object  was  to  ascer- 
tain her  general  character  and  capacity  for  carrying  troops.  He  ex- 
amined her  with  me  and  reported  to  Commodore  Vanderbilt.  I  saw 
the  commodore  again,  perhaps  a  day  or  two  after  that.  She  was  then 
undergoing  repairs.  He  made  a  proposition  as  to  price,  which  was 
$600  a  day,  the  risks  and  responsibilities  to  be  borne  by^  myself  en- 
tirely, the  expense  of  my  crew  to  be  incurred  by  me,  the  expense  of 
sleeping  and  boarding  generally  the  officers  of  the  regiment  to  be 
borne  by  myself ;  indeed,  all  the  expenses  to  be  borne  by  myself.  I 
suggested  to  Commodore  Yanderbilt  that  the  price  he  was  paying  to 
other  boats  was  larger,  in  proportion,  than  he  had  oflFered  me.  The 
matter  was  then  left  open  as  to  price,  it  being  agreed  that  the  Niagara 
should  receive  a  price  proportioned  to  the  number  of  troops  she  took 
on  board,  compared  with  other  boats;  a  certain  boat  was  named — the 
New  Brunswick.  The  measurement  was  taken,  and  resulted  in  a  re- 
port. I  believe,  that  she  was  competent  to  carry  600  troops.  They 
afterwards  modified  that  to  500,  finding,  I  understand,  that  they  had 
calculated  too  largely  for  all  these  boats.  She  was  placed  in  a  posi- 
tion to  receive  500  troops;  450  were  taken  on  board,  or  about  that 
number,  with  about  20  officers.  The  price  has  never  been  adjusted 
between  Commodore  Vanderbilt  and  myself  any  further  than  that. 
The  matter  was  left  open  in  that  way.  She  went  from  here  with  that 
number  of  troops  on  board.  Two  days  after  that,  and  before  I  had 
had  time  to  see  Commodore  Yanderbilt,  she  was  reported  to  be  in 
Philadelphia. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  that  the  inspection  made  of  her  was  by 
Captain  Lafevre  ? 

Answer.  I  beg  your  pardon;  I  should  have  said  that  Commodore 
Van  Brunt  and  Mr.  Haswell,  whom  I  understood  at  the  time  to  be 
government  inspectors,  inspected  her  after  that.  They  went  through 
the  regular  form  of  inspection  and  examination.  Since  her  repairs 
she  has  had  no  certificate.  It  was  necessary  after  these  repairs  that 
she  should  have  a  new  certificate,  and  these  inspectors  made  the  ex- 
amination with  a  view  to  giving  that  certificate  if  she  merited  it,  I 
believe. 

Question.  It  was  necessary  she  should  have  a  new  certificate  after 
inspection  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  inspected  her  for  that  purpose  ? 

Answer.  These  very  gen,tlemen  I  have  referred  to — Commodore 
Van  Brunt  and  Mr.  Haswell. 

Question.  Did  they  give  a  certificate  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  got  it? 
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Answer.  It  is  on  board  the  ship,  sir. 

Question.   What  is  the  purport  of  that  certificate? 

Answer.  The  requirements  are,  as  I  understand,  that  the  boat  shall 
be  seaworthy  and  safe  to  carry  passengers  ;  that  her  boilers  and  en- 
gine shall  be  in  good  condition  ;  that  there  shall  be  a  test  applied  as 
to  the  quantity  of  steam  the  boiler  shall  be  allowed  to  carry.  The 
usual  examination  of  the  hull  was  gone  through  with  ;  also  the  ex- 
amination of  the  engine  and  boiler,  a  test  being  applied  to  deter- 
mine the  quantity  of  steam  she  should  be  allowed  to  carry.  That 
test  I  should  say  is  seldom  or  never  put  to  the  fullest  capacity  of  the 
boiler.  We  are  called  upon  to  state,  in  running  our  boats,  how  much 
steam  we  want  to  carry.  We  state  that,  and  then  the  boiler  is  put  to 
the  test,  to  determine  whether  it  is  safe  to  allow  her  to  carry  that 
amount.  We  were  called  upon  to  state  the  amount  of  steam  we 
would  like  to  carry  in  that  boiler.  We  placed  it  at  25  pounds.  The 
test  was  applied  at  once,  and  I  think  we  got  25  or  27  pounds,  and  we 
were  told  we  could  have  more  if  we  wanted  it. 

Question.  That  certificate  is  signed  by  Mr.  Haswell  and  Commo- 
dore Van  Brunt? 

Answer.  I  am  not  sure  that  it  is.  It  is  signed  by  our  regular  port 
inspectors  ;  whether  they  are  the  parties  who  signed  the  certificate, 
or  not,  I  am  not  sure.     The  certificate  will  show  for  itself. 

Question.  Where  is  that. certificate? 

Answer.  It  is  on  board  the  vessel.     That  vessel  is  at  Philadelphia. 

Question.  Did  Commodore  Van  Brunt  and  Mr.  Haswell  examine 
the  timbers  of  the  vessel  ? 

Answer.   Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  find  them  sound  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  examine  her  bottom  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  She  was  on  the  ways  four  or  five  days  here,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  some  repairs  on  her  bottom — or  rather  for  the 
purpose  of  coppering  the  bottom. 

Question.  Did  Commodore  Van  Brunt  furnish  any  writing  as  to  the 
inspection  to  you? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  no  other  than  the  certificate,  if  he  signed  the 
certificate.  That  is  all  that  is  required.  The  commodore  was  very  par- 
ticular in  making  the  examination — very  particular,  indeed.  He  took 
a  light  and  went  into  all  the  dark  places  and  corners  in  the  boat,  and 
examined  particularly  her  main  timbers. 

Question.  Where  her  timbers  were  cased  up,  were  they  examined  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  not.  The  main  timbers  of  this  boat 
are  cased  only  in  what  is  called  the  gentlemen's  cabin — the  aft  cabin 
of  the  boat,  which  is  the  only  cabin  in  the  hull  of  the  boat;  the  rest 
of  boat  being  entirely  open  and  exposed — unlike  our  boats  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  the  timbers  of  which  are  cased  the  entire  length 
of  the  boat. 

Question.  Who  commanded  the  Niagara  on  this  elpedition  ? 

Answer.   Captain  John  G.  Dorry. 

Question.  How  long  had  he  been  on  board  her  ?      ,^  t 
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Answer.  From  about  the  commencement  of  the  last  repairs.  He 
took  charge  oflBcially  a  few  days  before  she  left. 

Question.   What  knowledge  had  you  of  his  capacity  as  a  navigator? 

Answer.  I  had  the  highest  recommendation  from  men  of  experi- 
ence— men  in  whom  I  had  confidence. 

Question.  Who  is  the  mate  ? 

Answer.  His  name  is  Young. 

Question.  Is  he  a  navigator  ? 

Answer.  He  represented  himself  to  me  as  having  had  considera- 
ble experience  at  se^ 

Question.  Did  he  bring  you  any  credentials? 

Answer.  He  offered  to  show  me  some,  but  I  did  not  examine  them. 
I  did  not  deem  it  necessary. 

Question.  Did  he  represent  himself  as  skilled  as  a  seaman  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  represent  that  he  was  skilled  in  the  science  of 
navigation? 

Answer.  No,  sir.     It  was  not  necessary. 

Question.  Was  anybody  else  on  board  who  was  a  navigator  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  my  pilot,  a  man  of  many  years'  experience. 

Question.   Where  had  he  been  employed  ? 

Answer.  In  the  service  on  this  coast  for  many  years,  as  a  coast 
pilot. 

Question.  Was  his  character  and  capacity  that  of  a  coast  pilot? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  had  charge  of  the  stowage  of  the  vessel? 

Answer.  The  oaptain. 

Question.  Did  he  direct  the  amount  of  quartermaster's  stores  to  be 
put  on  board  ? 

Answer.  Not  the  amount.     I  do  not  know  who  had  charge  of  that. 

Qnestion.  What  amount  was  put  on  board  ? 

Answer.  That  I  cannot  tell  you.  It  was  represented  that  they 
would  require  sixty  days'  stores.  Whether  the  sixty  days'  stores 
were  put  on,  or  not,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Who  furnished  the  charts  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.    What  charts  did  you  furnish  ? 

Answer.  All  the  charts  necessary  to  navigate  between  this  and 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  including  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Question.   Were  you  required  by  any  one  to  furnish  such  charts  ? 

Answer.    We  were  not,  sir. 

Question.   You  were  not  aware,  then,  what  charts  were  necessary? 

Answer.  Oh!  yes,  sir;  anyone  familiar  with  this  coast  would  know 
what  charts  were  necessary. 

Question.    Did  you  know  where  the  vessel  was  going  to  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  she  was  taken  up  for  any  point  on  the  coast,  I 
think. 

Question.  How  was  she  built,  as  compared  with  vessels  of  more 
recent  construction  ? 

Answer.    I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  difference.    I  doubt 
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whether  the  model  of  the  vessel,  if  that  is  what  you  desire  to  get  at, 
has  been  improved  upoh  (or  can  be  improved  upon)  since  her  con- 
struction.    I  am  so  told  by  experienced  seamen. 

Question.    Are  you  sole  owner  of  the  Niagara  ? 

Answer.  I  am,  sir.  She  was  originally  built  in  1845  or  1846,  and 
was  rebuilt  in  1849.  She  dates  from  1849.  I  owned  her  from  last 
spring. 

Question.  You  say  you  are  a  manufacturer.  What  do  you  manu- 
facture ? 

Answer.  Cotton.  My  mills  are  not  here,  but  I  reside  here.  I 
have  long  been  a  resident  here.  I  am  a  merchant  of  the  city  of  New 
York.  I  would  like  to  add  some  explanations.  You  have  undoubt- 
edly seen  the  newspaper  statements  in  relation  to  her  unsound  con- 
dition; some  saying  she  is  entirely  rotten;  that  she  was  unseaworthy 
when  she  left  here;  that  she  leaked  badly;  that  she  was  on  fire  at 
one  time.  A  great  many  of  such  statements  have  been  made,  all  of 
which,  I  believe,  are  entirely  false.  They  have  no  foundation  in 
fact — not  one.  of  them.  So  far  as  the  rotten  timber  is  concerned, 
the  troops  were  in  a  disorderly  condition  when  they  left  here,  and 
after  leaving  here  they  saw  fit  to  mutilate  the  boat;  they  did  so  a 
great  deal.  They  tore  the  casing  oflF  of  these  timbers — *'carline8," 
as  we  call  them.  They  are  light  timbers  for  supporting  the  deck. 
They  tore  the  casing  off  of  those  carlines,  and  found  three  of  them 
decayed  more  or  less.  The  only  decayed  timber  found  about  this 
boat  by  any  one  now  on  her,  or  any  of  those  who  went  on  her,  (for 
there  have  been  none  to  examine  her  since.)  has  been  those  three 
carlines,  which  constitute  part  of  the  support  of  the  main  deck.  By 
the  side  of  these  three  carlines— either  by  the  side  of  the  three 
carlines,  or  between  two  of  them — runs  one  of  the  main  timbers  of  the 
vessel,  which  was  also  stripped.  That  timber  is  about  ten  or  twelve 
inches  square,  and  is  of  solid  white  oak,  and  is  as  sound  to-day  as 
ever;  I  examined  it  particularly,  and  it  is  as  sound  to-day,  and  as 
thoroughly  bolted,  and  the  bolting  is  as  sound  as  when  first  put  on 
the  vessel.  That  timber  constitutes  one  of  the  main  timbers  of 
the  vessel,  like  which  there  are  a  number  in  the  vessel — I  do  not 
know  how  many — and  all  of  which,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  discover,  (and  I  have  examined  pretty  thoroughly,  and  have 
also  sent  competent  men  to  ascertain,)  are  as  sound  to-day  as 
when  placed  in  the  vessel.  They  constitute  the  main  strength  of 
the  deck.  So  far  as  the  hull  itself  is  concerned,  I  have  given  atten- 
tion to  it;  a  great  part  of  it  (not  its  entire  length)  is  cased.  So  far 
as  I  have  been  able  to  discover,  that  also  is  as  sound  as  the  other 
timbers,  except  where  there  was  a  little  piece  of  sap  in  the  timber,  or 
a  little  knot.  There  you  may  find  a  little  decay,  but  not  to  injure  the 
vessel,  and  a  thing  not  unusual  in  a  vessel  which  has  been  built  two, 
three,  or  four  years.  So  far  as  the  build  of  the  vessel  is  concerned, 
it  is  entirely  sound,  so  far  as  I  know.  The  outside  of  the  vessel 
(that  is  to  say,  the  hull)  has  also  been  thoroughly  examined  by  men 
competent  to  examine,  with  a  view  to  making  any  repairs  necessary, 
if  any  repairs  were  necessary.  She  was  put  upon  the  ways,  and 
remained  there  several  days  for  the  purpose  of  pfiuntinj^  Jier  bottom 
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with  a  metallic  Bab8taDce.  A  close  examination  disclosed  two  small 
pieces  of  plank  a  little  decayed.  These  two  pieces  were  taken  out 
of  her,  and  new  pieces  substituted.  The  vessel  was  found  to  be 
very  ^^foul,"  as  it  is  called  by  seafaring  men — dirty  in  the  hold. 

Question.  When  was  this  7 

Answer.  This  was  just  previous  to  the  charter.  She  was  found 
dirty  in  her  hold.  She  had  a  large  accumulation  of  coal  ashes,  chips, 
and  shavings  that  had  been  allowed  to  get  into  the  bottom  and  ob- 
struct the  chains — ^the  **  limber  chains"  they  are  called.  To  clean 
out  this  accumulation  in  the  bottom  of  that  vessel  it  became  necessary 
to  take  out  two  or  three  of  the  main  planks  of  the  bottom  of  the 
vessel.  They  were  taken  out.  There  were  present  at  the  time  four 
or  five  old  ship-builders,  ship-owners,  and  sea  captains,  all  of  whom 
made  a  personal  examination,  at  my  request,  of  the  bottom  of  the 
vessel,  and  that  part  exposed  by  the  taking  out  of  those  planks;  and 
the  parties,  every  one,  expressed  great  surprise  at  finding  so  much 
sound  strong  timber  in  a  vessel  built  for  such  a  length  of  time,  and 
«o  little  racking.     I  state  these  facts  as  they  came  to  me. 

Question.  Were  you  present  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  present  during  most  of  the  time.  These 
places  were  covered  up.  After  cleaning  the  vessel  out  these  two 
unsound  spots  had  new  pieces  substituted  before  she  went  into  the 
water  again.  It  was  stated,  also,  that  the  vessel  leaked  badly,  and  that 
she  put  into  the  Delaware  breakwater  on  account  of  her  leaking;  that 
the  soldiers  in  pumping  her  discovered  rotten  timbers,  &c.  This 
boat  has  pumps  which  are  worked  by  steam,  which  do  all  the  pump- 
ing necessary.  There  never  was  a  soldier  or  officer  or  member  of  the 
crew  of  the  boat  put  a  hand  to  the  pump  to  pump  her.  There  has 
been  no  necessity  of  pumping  since  she  left  here.  My  engineer  tells 
me  that  in  washing  the  decks,  or  something  of  the  kind,  they  allowed 
«ome  of  the  water  to  run  into  her  bottom,  and  for  a  few  moments, 
they  set  the  pumps  to  work  to  pump  that  out.  The  boat  is  reported  to 
me  as  tight  as  she  ever  was.  They  had  no  occasion  for  any  soldier 
to  work  at  the  pumps.  She  has  not  leaked  since  she  left  here,  as  I 
am  informed. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  employment  of  Captain  Dorry  before 
you  engaged  him  ? 

Answer.  As  captain  of  steamers  and  sailing  vessels.  I  think  he 
said  he  had  been  for  forty  years  in  the  business;  he  was  fifty -eight 
years  old,  I  think — a  man  of  large  experience.  He  has  that  appear- 
ance. 

Question.  Has  he  been  engaged  on  this  coast  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  in  government  employment  mostly.  He  has 
been  on  river  and  inland  waters  and  on  the  ocean;  he  has  been  a 
navigator  on  the  ocean  generally,  and  on  the  inland  rivers  and  on  the 
coast.  On  the  southern  coasb  he  says  he  is  as  familiar  with  it  as  with 
his  alphabet.  He  came  here  highly  recommended  by  old,  experi- 
enced officers. 

Question.    Did   you,   directly  or   indirectly,  through   yourself  or 
another,  pay,  or  agree  to  pay,  or  do  you  feel  yourself  under  any  obli- 
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gation  to  pay,  to  any  person  or  persons  any  sum  of  money  or  other 
thing  of  value  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  employment  of  your 
vessel  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  always  gone  to  the 
government  direct  for  anything  I  had  to  do  with  it.  I  do  not  know 
but  it  would  be  proper  for  me  to  say  here  that,  in  this  chaiter  by 
Mr.  Tucker,  Mr.  Tucker  chartered  the  boat  entirely  upon  my  repre- 
sentation—that is,  the  charter  that  I  referred  to,  in  the  first  place, 
on  the  Potomac.  The  government  was  in  a  hurry  for  vessels  to  move 
that  army,  as  I  understood.  I  was  in  Washington  at  the  time,  and 
represented  to  Mr.  Tucker  that  I  had  this  vessel,  and  I  gave  him  a 
description  of  her.  He  asked  me  what  I  would  charter  her  at,  and  I 
told  him  I  thought  she  was  worth  $400  a  day,  I  paying  expenses. 
He  remarked  they  had  been  paying  $450  to  $500  a  day  for  vessels  of 
her  class,  judging  from  my  description;  but  that  they  had  been  cut 
down  twenty-five  per  cent,  at  the  time  all  these  were  cut  down. 
They  were  kept  in  employment  longer  than  was  contemplated.  I 
stated  to  him  that  as  this  boat  would  be  wanted  only  for  a  short  time, 
and  as  there  was  a  good  deal  of  wear  and  tear  in  a  boat  used  for  car- 
rying troops  as  a  transport,  I  felt  that  she  would  be  cheap  at  $400  a 
day.  At  any  rate,  I  would  fix  that  price,  and  if,  upon  examination  of 
the  boat,  it  was  found  that  she  was  not  worth  it,  he  had  simply  to 
report  to  me  what  he  thought  she  was  worth,  and  that  should  be  the 
price. 

Question.  You  have  known  Mr.  Tucker  for  several  years ?,^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  this  is  the  only  transaction  you  have  ever  had  with 
government  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  these  are  the  only  transactions  I  have  ever] had 
with  the  government  direct  during  this  war. 

Question.  Nor  with  any  agent  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  much  may  be  embraced  in  that;  I  am 
engaged  in  other  business  that  has  been  connected  with  govern- 
ment. 

Question.  What  other  business? 

Answer.  Well,  I  have  been  connected  directly  and  indirectly  with 
James,  of  Ghicopee;  I  had  the  agency  of  Mr.  James's  rifled  projec- 
tile, which  came  up  casually  at  first. 

Question.  You  have  sold  those  to  government  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

A.  J.  RICHARDSON. 


New  York,  Wednesday,  December  31,  1862. 
John  A.  McGaw,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Eocamined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  State  your  residence  and  occupation. 
Answer.  My  place  of  business  is  at  107  South  street;  I  am  a  ship- 
owner. /'^  T 
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^  Question.  Did  you  charter  any  vessels  to  any  agent  of  the  United 
States  government  to  be  employed  in  what  is  known  as  the  Banks 
expedition  ? 

Answer.  I  chartered  a  ship — the  Belle  Wood. 
Question.  At  what  time  did  you  charter  her;  at  what  price,  and 
for  how  long  a  period  ? 

Answer.  The  date  of  the  charter-party,  I  think,  is  the  19th  of  this 
month,  December;  the  price  was  $3  75  per  month  per  registered  ton,, 
and  the  term  was  to  be  not  less  than  three  months. 

Question.  Was  it  to  be  continued  at  the  option  of  the  government? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Through  what  agent  or  agents  was  the  contract  made  ? 

Answer.  The  information  came  to  me  from  Mr.  Hurlbut;  the  in- 
formation was,  that  Captain  Russell  Sturges  wanted  to  charter  a  ves- 
sel for  the  government  use.  I  made  the  terms  with  Captain  Sturges, 
and  he  took  me  to  Commodore  Yanderbilt's  office,  and  there  the 
charter  was  made. 

Question.  State  what  those  terms  were. 

Answer.  I  agreed  to  pay  Captain  Sturges  five  per  cent,  and  I 
voluntarily  agreed  to  pay  Mr.  Hurlbut  one  per  cent,  for  the  informa- 
tion; I  was  not  exactly  bound  to  do  that,  but  we  do  such  things  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  the  earliest  information  from  brokers,  as  I  do 
my  business  almost  entirely  through  brokers.  Mr.  Hurlbut  is  a  ship- 
broker  on  South  street. 

Question.  Who  is  Captain  Sturges  ? 

Answer.  H6  is  a  steamboat  man.  I  do  not  know  what  he  calls  his 
regular  business.  He  is  a  steamboat  man,  and  charters  vessels  some- 
times. 

Question.  Did  you  apply  to  Commodore  Vanderbilt  to  charter  your 
vessels  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  I  did,  sir. 

Question.  Did  any  one  apply  to  him  for  you? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that,  sir,  either. 

Question  What  is  the  usual  rate  of  brokerage  in  such  cases  as 
these? 

Answer.  Well,  it  varies,  sir.  I  suppose  the  usual  rate  is  ^wo  and 
a  half  per  cent. 

Question.  How  happened  it  that  you  agreed  to  pay  Mr.  Sturge» 
five  per  cent.? 

Answer.  Because  I  could  not  get  the  charter  in  any  other  way — at 
least  I  thought  so  ? 

Question.  Why  did  you  think  so,  if  you  had  not  applied  to'Com- 
modore  Vanderbilt  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  as  it  is  easy  to  put  that  into  words. 

Question.  Try  it. 

Answer.  I  don't  know  as  it  is  easy,  because  there  is  so  much  un- 
derstood that  we  do  not  positively  know — we  suppose  so  much.  I 
had  a  yoang  man  making  efforts,  and  I  did  myself,  through  Mr.  Hus- 
sey  or  Mr.  Wright  and  somebody  else. 

Question.  Of  Southard,  Wright  &  Hussey  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  a  young  man  who  does  out-door  busi- 
ness for  me,  who  made  application  through  them  for  a  charter. 
Whether  either  of  these  parties  ever  saw  Commodore  Vanderbilt  or 
not  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  vessels  being  chartered 
through  the  agency  of  Captain  Sturges  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do  know  that  the  charter  of  the  ship  L.  L. 
:Sturges  was  so  obtained. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  charter  of  the  George  Peabody 
^was? 

Answer:  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge,  but  Captain  Sturges 
was  there  in  Commodore  Vanderbilt' s  office  when  the  bargain  was 
made.  He  told  me  in  Commodore  Vanderbilt' s  office  that  she  was 
chartered  ? 

Question.  Was  there  any  understanding  and  agreement  between 
you  and 'any body  else  as  to  who  should  furnish  the  ship -chandlery  for 
your  Belle  Wood? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  there  was  nothing  said  to  me  in  relation  to  any 
other  matters  than  those  that  I  have  stated  here — I  say  **  nothing." 
There  was  a  trivial  matter  ;  that  is,  I  agreed  to  furnish  the  vessel 
either  for  soldiers  or  for  horses,  whichever  the  government  chose;  but, 
having  furnished  for  soldiers,  if  they  wished  to  put  in  horses  they 
must  make  the  alterations  themselves.  At  $3  75  I  was  to  put  her  up, 
and  I  was  ready  to  do  this.  Captain  Sturges  sent  me  word  that  Mr. 
Baxter  was  a  very  good  man  for  that  work.  I  knew  that  myself,  be- 
cause he  had  fitted  out  a  vessel  for  me. 

Question.   Who  is  Baxter  ? 

Answer.  .He  is  a  joiner,  at  101  Market  street. 

Question.  Had  he  any  connexion  with  Sturges? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of.  I  thought  he  would  be  a  very  good 
man,  and  I  employed  him. 

Question.  What  reply  did  you  get  from  Wright  &  Hussey  when 
you  applied  to  them? 

Answer.  I  got  no  definite  reply.     I  saw  Mr.  Wright  myself.. 

Question.  Did  you  learn  from  them  the  terms  upon  which  they 
procured  charters? 

Answer.  No,  sir.     I  did  not  ask  any  questions  in  relation  to  it. 

Question.  Were  you  satisfied  that  you  could  not  directly  effect 
this  charter-party  with  Commodore  Vanderbilt  when  you  agreed  to 
ipay  six  per  cent,  to  secure  it  through  these  other  parties  ? 

Answer.  Well,  the  best  evidence  on  that  subject  would  be  what  I 
•did. 

•Question.  What  influenced  your  mind  to  believe  that  you  could 
•not  get  a  charter  of  Commodore  Vanderbilt  ?  Was  it  the  current  be- 
lief of  the  town  ?  Was  it  the  treatment  you  received  from  Commodore 
Vanderbilt? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  had  not  seen  him  at  all.  I  think  it  must  have 
been  what  the  brokers  said  to  me. 

Question.  What  brokers  ? 

Answer.  These  brokers  I  saw  that  had  to  do  mth  this.     I  am  not 
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about  the  city  much.     I  stay  in  my  oflSce.     I  don't  go  on  'change.   I 
know  little  of  such  matters  except  what  I  get  from  them. 

Question.  Was  it  the  general  understanding  among  ship-brokers 
that  these  charter-parties  must  be  secured  through  Russell  Sturges 
&  Co.,  and  Southard,  Wright  &  Hussey,  and  through  no  other 
parties  ? 

Answer.  I  can  only  speak  so  far  as  I  know.  Yes,  it  was  my  un- 
derstanding; but  if  I  were  called  upon  to  say  how  I  came  to  that  con- 
clusion, I  could  only  say  I  came  to  it  from  what  brokers  said  to  me. 

Question.   I  ask  for  the  general  idea  of  the  brokers. 

Answer.  That  is  it,  so  far  as  I  know.  You  see  I  am  not  with  the 
brokers  much.     I  am  not  what  you  call  an  active  business  man. 

JOHN  A.  McGAW. 


New  York,   Wednesday,  December  31,  1862. 
C.  H.  T.  J.  Southard,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  State  your  residence,  occupation,  and  age. 

Answer.  I  am  a  commission  merchant  in  New  York,  at  38  South 
street.     I  was  twenty-one  years  old  last  June. 

Question.  Of  what  firm  are  you  a  member? 

Answer.  Southard,  Wright  &  Hussey, 

Question.  What  relation  do  you  bear,  if  any,  to  Thomas  J.  South- 
ard, of  Richmond,  Maine? 

Answer.  I  am  his  son. 

Question.  What  is  the  business  in  which  you  are  engaged  ? 

Answer.   Commission  and  brokerage  business. 

Question.  Ship-broker? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What,  if  anything,  had  you  to  do  with  the  procurement 
of  charters  for  what  is  known  as  the  Banks  expedition  ? 

Answer.  All  we  had  to  do  with  that  was,  we  charged  the  owners 
commission  on  their  charters. 

Question.  Were  you  engaged  by  the  owners  as  their  brokers  to 
procure  charters? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  charters  did  you  obtain  ? 

Answer.  Twenty-one,  I  think,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  rate  or  terms  upon  which  you  obtained 
the  charters? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  How  long  did  the  charters  run  for? 

Answer.  Three  months. 

Question.  Did  the  government  reserve  the  privilege  of  retaining 
the  vessels  longer,  if  they  should  see  fit  ? 

Answer.  Sometimes.  Some  of  them  the  government  retained; 
some  they  did  not.  I  don't  know  now  which  they  retained  and 
which  they  did  not  retain.  ^yu.^uuy  ^^^^^.^ 
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Question.  Was  there  or  not  in  the  charter-party  a  provision  that 
after  the  expiration  of  three  months  they  should  be  continued  in 
service  at  the  option  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  something  of  the  kind. 

Question.  Was  that  the  case  with  all,  or  part  ? 

Answer.  Some  were  to  be  delivered  in  New  York,  some  wherever 
they  were  a  mind  to. 

Question.  I  ask  whether  it  was  the  case  with  all  or  a  part  of  them 
that  the  government  could  retain  them  after  the  expiration  of  three 
months  ? 

Answer.  With  all  of  them;  that  is  the  way  the  charter-parties  read. 

Question.  Did  you  fill  out  the  charter  parties? 

Answer.  I  filled  out  a  good  part  of  them. 

Question.  Who  filled  out  the  others? 

Answer.  Some  were  filled  out  in  Commodore  Vanderbilt's  oifice, 
and  some  in  our  office,  and  some  at  the  Washington  Hotel.  I  filled 
out  most  of  them  myself. 

Question.  Was  this  five  per  cent,  paid  by  the  ship-owners,  or 
their  representatives,  upon  the  three  months  in  advance  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  also  enter  into  a  written  agreement  with  the 
owners  or  captains,  or  other  representatives  of  the  owners  of  vessels, 
that  they  should  pay  five  per  cent,  upon  any  amount  that  might  be 
received  after  the  expiration  of  the  three  months,  provided  the  vessels 
were  continued  in  the  employment  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  happened  it  that  all  these  vessels  were  chartered 
through  your  house  ? 

Answer.  Well,  they  offered  the  vessels  to  Mr.  Southard,  and  he 
took  them  through  us. 

Question.  How  happened  it  that  the  other  ship-owners  and  brokers 
employed  your  house  to  do  the  business  ? 

Answer.   Well,  that  I  don't  know. 

Question.  There  were  vessels  chartered  that  were  under  the  control 
and  management  of  Nesmith  &  Sons  ;  how  happened  it  that  Nesmith 
4&  Sons  did  not  make  their  contracts  directly  with  Commodore  Van- 
derbilt,  but  made  them  through  your  interposition  ? 

Answer.  That  I  don't  know. 

Question.  How  happened  it  that  when  one  vessel  was  chartered  by- 
Snow  &  Surges,  the  firm  of  Snow  &  Surges,  who  were  themselves 
brokers,  employed  your  firm  to  do  it  ? 

Answer.  Well,  they  knew  we  were  doing  that,  and  they  came  to 
us  the  same  as  the  rest. 

Question.  What,  then,  was  the  necessity  of  the  charter  passing 
through  the  hands  of  two  sets  of  brokers :  first.  Snow  &  Surges,  the 
representatives  of  the  owners,  and  then  Southard,  Wright  &  Hussey  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  ;  I  don't  know  the  necessity  of  it. 

Question.  Was  this  percentage  paid  to  Southard,  Wright  &  Hussey? 

Answer.  It  was  paid  to  me  ;  I  collected  all  that  was  collected. 

Question.  Was  it  paid  to  you  for  your  firm  ?  r^  T 
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Answer.  It  was  paid  to  me  for  the  firm. 

Question.  Did  you  execute  receipts  for  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  gave  receipts  for  it  myself. 

Question.  In  whose  name  did  you  execute  the  receipts  ? 

Answer.  I  executed  the  receipts  in  the  name  of  my  father.  I  made 
out  the  bills  in  his  name,  and  put  the  receipts  in  that  way. 

Question.  If  the  money  belonged  to  you,  and  was  paid  to  Southard. 
Wright  &  Hussey,  how  happened  ii  that  the  bills  were  made  out  in 
the  name  of  your  father  ? 

Answer.  Well,  there  was  a  private  affair — one  of  the  firm  had  over- 
drawn a  good  deal  of  money,  and  I  wanted  to  get  the  money  in  my 
own  hands,  so  that  I  might  keep  it.     I  collected  it  myself. 

Question.  Who  had  overdrawn  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Wright  had. 

Question.  In  all  instances  were  the  receipts  executed  by  you  in 
your  father's  name? 

Answer.  In  all  except  where  it  was  executed  in  my  own  name 
personally. 

Question.  What  one  was  executed  in  your  name  without  the  use  of 
your  father's  name  ? 

Answer.  Walsh,  Carver  &  Chase. 

Question.  What  ship  was  that  for? 

Answer.  The  Sparkling  Sea. 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  ? 

Answer.  No  other. 

Question.  In  all  other  instances  the  receipts  were  executed  in  your 
father's  name? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  the  articles  of  agreement  between  you  and  the 
masters  of  these  vessels,  or  the  representatives  of  the  masters  or 
owners,  executed  in  your  father's  name? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  f 

Question.  In  whose  name  were  they  executed  ? 

Answer.  The  agreement  was  made  so  it  was  not  agreed  to  pay 
anybody;  there  was  no  name  put  in.     It  was  left  in  blank. 

Question.  Have  those  blanks  been  filled  yet? 

Answer.  No.  sir. 

Question.  Why  were  they  left  in  blank  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  why  it  was. 

Question.  By  whose  direction  were  they  left  in  blank  ? 

Answer.  Nobody's  at  all. 

Question.  Did  you  make  them  ? 

Answer.  I  made  them  myself. 

Question.  If  you  made  them,  how  happens  it  that  you  do  not  know 
why  they  were  left  in  blank,  if  it  was  not  done  at  the  instance  of 
anybody  else  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  made  the  agreements  out  myself;  and  in  regard 
to  the  name,  I  never  thought  of  putting  any  name  in  at  all. 

Question.  If  the  money  was  coming  to  your  firm,  what  reason  can 
you  assign  for  not  putting  the  name  of  your  firm  in  ? 
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Answer.  I  don't  know  as  there  was  any  reason  for  not  putting  the 
name  in  any  more  than  for  putting  any  name  in.  If  the  money  be- 
longed to  the  firm,  it  would  go  to  them.  I  wanted  the  money  myself. 
I  had  a  good  deal  of  money  in  the  firm  in  my  name,  and  I  wanted  to 
look  out  for  that. 

Question.  How  much  money  have  you  in  the  firm  ? 

Answer.  Some  $2,500  or  $2,800.  Then  my  brother-in-law  is  one 
of  the  partners. 

Question.  Who  is  he  ? 

Answer.  Captain  Hussey.  He  has  got  a  good  deal  of  money  in, 
and  neither  of  us  has  drawn  out  anything  of  any  kind. 

Question.  How  much  has  Wright  overdrawn  his  account  ? 

Answer.  Some  $1,900  or  $2,000.  Somewhere  about  there.  lean- 
not  tell  exactly  now. 

Question.  The  aggregate  amount  received  on  these  vessels  would 
amount  to  $12,000.  If  he  had  only  overdrawn  his  account  to  the 
amount  you  stated,  why  did  you  execute  all  the  receipts  in  your 
father's  name  ? 

Answer.  Well,  we  have  to  split  that  commission.  We  have  to 
divide  that  commission,  and  split  it  up. 

Question.  How? 

Answer.  To  different  parties. 

Question.  What  other  parties  ? 

Answer.  Well,  to  the  other  brokers. 

Question.  What  other  brokers  ? 

Witness.  Well,  I  don't  know  as  that  concerns  anybody. 

The  Chairman.  Yes,  sir,  it  does  ;  it  concerns  us. 

Witness.  How  does  it  concern  you  ? 

The  Chairman.  It  is  our  business  to  ascertain,  and  we  must  know. 

Answer.  Well,  I  can't  tell  you  now.  I  can  take  my  whole  books 
and  make  out  a  statement  of  it.     I  can't  tell  you  in  any  other  way. 

Question.  What  pther  brokers  are  interested  in  this  five  per  cent? 

Answer.  Well,  there  is  Mr.  Elwell. 

Question.  Who  else  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Lord. 

Question.  Where  does  Mr.  Elwell  live? 

Answer.  Fifty-seven  South  street. 

Question.  Where  does  Mr.  Lord  live  ? 

Answer.  It  is  either  seventy-two  or  seventy-four  South  street. 

Question.  How  came  they  to  be  interested  in  this  per  cent  ? 

Answer.  Well,  we  got  the  ship  through  them,  and  therefore  we 
had  to  divide  with  them. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  divided  your  per  cent, 
with  the  brokers  through  whom  the  ships  were  obtained  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  is  what  I  mean. 

Question.  In  all  instances  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  in  all  instances  with  them. 

Question.  With  whom? 

Answer.  With  those  two  they  were  chartered  by — Elwell  and 
Lord. 
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QaeetioD.  Any  others? 

Answer.   No  others,  I  think. 

Question.  What  vessels  were  chartered  by  Elwell  ? 

Answer.  The  J.  Morton  and  the  Planter. 

Question.  Any  others? 

Answer.  No  others  of  him. 

Question.   What  vessels  were  chartered  from  Mr.  Lord  ? 

Answer.  The  International  and  the  Windermere. 

Question.  You  say  that  for  those  three  vessels — the  Planter,  the 
International,  and  the  Windermere — the  five  per  cent,  that  you  re- 
ceived was  divided  between  you  and  Elwell  and  Lord? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  what  proportion  was  that  division  made,  what  pro- 
portion did  you  receive,  and  what  proportion  did  Elwell  and  Lord 
receive  ? 

Answer.  They  received  one  and  a  quarter  per  cent. 

Question.  (By  Mr.  Morrill.)  You  mean  for  the  ships  you  chartered 
of  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  don't  mean  any  other  ships  than  those  I  have 
mentioned. 

Question.  (By  the  chairman.)  They  received  one  and  a  quarter 
per  cent,  and  you  received  three  and  three-quarters  per  cent  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  for  the  International,  and  the 
Windermere,  and  the  J.  Morton,  you  received  three  and  three-fourths 
per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  no  more  ? 

Answer.   No  more. 

Question.  On  all  the  balance  of  the  *twenty-one  ships,  making  eigh- 
teen, you  received  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  received  that  in  your  father's  name  ? 

Answer.  Part  of  it  I  received  in  father's  name,  as  I  told  you  before. 

Question.  You  received  it  all  in  your  individual  name  or  in  your 
father's  name? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  is,  what  I  have  collected.  I  have  not 
collected  all  of  it  yet. 

Question.  State  what  ones  you  received  in  your  own  individual 
name. 

Answer.  The  one  to  Walsh,  Carver  &  Chase  ;  I  named  it  before. 
That  is  the  only  one.     Part  of  them  I  have  not  collected. 

Question.  State,  if  you  please,  were  any  of  these  contracts  in  your 
own  individual  name,  or  your  father's  name. 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  all  left  blank  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  every  one  of  them. 

Question.  Was  there  any  understanding  under  which  you  receive 
more  than  five  per  cent.  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was. 

Question.  What  one  ? 

Answer.  On  the  Planter. 

Question.  What  else  ? 

Answer.  There  was  the  Planter,  and  there  are  some  others  I  have 
not  collected  yet. 

Question.  Who  owned  the  Planter  ? 

Answer.  Bell  &  Peabody,  and  some  others. 

Question.  What  per  cent  did  you  receive  on  the  Planter  ? 

Answer.  Six  and  a  quarter. 

Question.  No  more  ? 

Answer.  No  more. 

Question.  What  are  those  on  which  they  have  agreed  to  pay  you 
more  than  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.   Carow's  ship  ;  I  don't  know  what  her  name  is. 

Question.  Was  it  the  Const-ellatiou  ? 

Answer.  It  was  her  or  the  Schmidt ;  I  would  not  be  certain. 

Question.  What  other  one  ? 

Answer.  There  is  a  Boston  ship,  the  Undaunted. 

Question.  What  have  the  parties  who  have  the  control  of  the  Con- 
fitellation  and  the  Undaunted  agreed  to  pay  you  ? 

Answer.  Six  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Question.  No  more  in  either  instance  ? 

Answer.  No  more. 

Question.  What  was  the  rate  upon  which  the  Schmidt  was  taken  ? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  Who  holds  these  agreements  with  the  representatives  of 
these  vessels  now? 

Answer.  They  are  down  in  the  office. 

Question.  Subject  to  whose  order  and  control  do  you  hold  them? 

Answer.  My  own,  or  either  of  the  firm.    They  can  see  them  in  the 


Question.  Were  any  other  sailing  ships  chartered  for  the  Banks 
expedition  except  those  chartered  through  your  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  there  was. 

Question.  How  many  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.     There  were  some,  but  I  don't  know  how 
many. 

Question.  Do  you  know  through  whom  they  were  chartered  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not.     I  think  Mr.  J.  W.  Elwell  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  them,  but  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Had  ydli  anything  to  do  with  these  vessels  except  to  make 
out  the  charter-parties  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  we  have  done  a  good  deal  of  running  for  them 
one  way  and  another  to  get  them  away. 

C.  H.  T.  J.  SOUTHARD. 
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New  York,   Wednesday,  December  31,  1862. 
George  M.  Clearman,  beiDg  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Examined  by  the  chairman.  , 

Question.  State  your  occupation  and  place  of  residence. 

Answer.  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Sturges,  Clearman  &  Co., 
merchants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  110  Wall  street. 

Question.  What  kind  of  merchants  ? 

Answer.  Shipping  merchants. 

Question.  Are  you  the  owners  of  ships,  and  do  you  net  as  the 
agents  or  representatives  of  other  owners  ? 

Answer.  We  are  the  owners  of  ships,  and  act  as  the  representatives 
of  the  owners  associated  with  us  in  ownership. 

Question.  Have  you,  during  the  last  eighteen  months,  chartered  any 
vessels  to  the  United  States  government  or  its  agents  for  transporta- 
tion? 

Witness.  Do  I  understand  you  to  refer  to  general  transportation, 
or  the  transportation  of  troops  ? 

The  Chairman.  I  made  the  question  general. 

Answer.    Yes,  sir;  we  have  chartered  a  few. 

Question.  Did  your  firm  charter  any  for  what  is  known  as  the 
Banks  expedition  ? 

Answer.  We  have  chartered  one  ship. 

Question.   What  is  the  name  of  that  ship  ? 

Answer.   The  ship  L.  L.  Sturges. 

Question.   What  was  her  tonnage  ? 

Answer.   1, 147  tons. 

Question.   When  was  the  charter  party  dated  ? 

Answer.  The  charter  party,  I  think,  was  dated  on  the  19th  of  De- 
cember. 

Question.  For  how  long  a  time  does  it  run  ? 

Answer.  It  runs  for  three  months. 

Question.  Does  the  governmeut  retain  the  option  of  continuing  her 
after  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  what  rate  was  she  chartered  ?  ^ 

Answer.  She  is  chartered  at  $3  75  per  registered  ton,  we  furnish- 
ing the  berths,  water-casks,  water,  fuel,  cooking  ranges,  &c. 

Question.   Do  you  regard  that  as  a  fair  rate? 

Answer.  I  regard  that  as  a  moderate  rate.  It  is  a  fair  rate  for  the 
times. 

Question.  Through  what  agent  or  agents  did  you  effect  this  charter? 

Answer.  This  charter  was  effected  through  Russell  Sturges,  as  a 
broker. 

Question.  Is  Russell  Sturges  a  ship-broker? 

Answer.   He  is  doing  that  business. 

Question.  Is  that  his  legitimate  and  usual  business  ? 

Answer.   I  hardly  know  what  Mr.  Sturges' s  legitimate  business  is. 
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He  has  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  charters  of  steamboats  and  other 
business.     He  is  a  steamboat  owner. 

Question.  What  per  cent,  do  you  pay  to  secure  this  charter-party  ? 

Answer.  We  pay  five  per  cent. 

Question.  To  whom  ? 

Answer.  To  Russell  Sturges. 

Question.  Did  you  pay  it  in  advance  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  we  agreed  to  pay  it  at  the  time. 

Question.  Is  this  per  cent,  to  continue  as  long  as  the  vessel  remains 
in  the  government  service  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  by  commercial  usage  it  is  to  continue  as  long  as 
she  remains  under  that  charter. 

Question.  What  is  the  usual  rate  among  merchants  for  ship-brokers. 

Answer.  That  depends  very  much  on  the  bargain.  Two  and  a  half 
per  cent.  I  understand  to  be  the  usual  rate  for  brokerage,  for  charters, 
unless  it  is  expressly  stipulated,  at  the  time,  that  other  rates  are 
charged. 

Question.  Have  you  chartered  any  other  vessels  to  the  government? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  We  have  made  no  monthly  charters  to  the  gov- 
ernment since  the  war  began. 

Question.  Have  you  made  any  charters? 

Answer.  We  have  made  some  charters  for  transportation — short 
transportation. 

Question.  For  what  transportation  have  you  furnished  them  ? 

Answer.  We  have  chartered  several  vessels  for  transportation  from 
here  to  the  Potomac  river;  diflFerent  points  on  the  Potomac  river. 

Question.  For  what  was  called  the  McClellan  expedition? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  we  chartered  one  for  the  McClellan  expedition. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  one  for  what  is  known  as  the  Burnside 
expedition  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Any  for  the  DuPont  or  Port  Royal  expedition  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Any  for  the  Butler  expedition? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  in  the  steamship  business  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  confine  yourself  to  sailing  vessels  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  the  charters  for  the  McClellan  expedition,  and  for 
army  supplies,  Ac,  to  the  Potomac,  made  through  the  ship-brokers? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  per  cent,  did  you  pay  them? 

Answer.  For  the  charter  of  the  vessel  we  chartered  on  the  Mc- 
Clellan expedition,  to  remove  the  army  from  Harrison's  Landing,  we 
paid  fiveiper  cent.,  one-fourth  of  which  was  returned  to  us. 

Question.  To  whom  was  that  paid  ? 

Answer.  That  charter  was  made  through  a  broker  by  the  name  of 
Trundy,  and  paid  to  him. 
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Question.  Did  your  firm,  previous  to  this  war,  ever  charter  vessels 
to  the  government  through  the  quartermaster  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  we  had  been  in  the  habit  of  doing  considerable 
transportation  before  the  war. 

Question.  Was  there  ever  any  complaint  of  unfairness  or  exorbi- 
tance of  prices,  or  tardiness  of  movement,  so  long  as  that  system  was 
continued  of  chartering  vessels,  under  the  system  adopted  by  Colonel 
Tompkins  and  the  quartermaster  who  preceded  him,  by  advertising 
for  the  ship-owners  to  come  in  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  none  that  ever  came  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Was  the  government  well  served  at  that  time,  so  far  as 
came  within  your  own  knowledge  and  observation  ? 

Answer.  Well,  Mr.  Grimes,  I  ought  to  explain :  I  think  that  since  this 
war  has  commenced  there  has  been  an  entire  departure,  both  in  the 
quartermaster's  department  here,  the  regular  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, and  the  volunteer  department,  from  the  system  of  advertising. 
There  has  been  but  very  little  of  it  done.  I  think  the  mode  of  act- 
ing by  advertising  is  the  only  proper  and  fair  way — giving  all  a 
chance.  I  have  no  hesitation  myself  in  saying,  (and  I  think  I  so 
testified  before  Mr.  Van  Wyck's  committee,)  that  if  proposals  had 
been  invited  publicly  for  vessels  for  the  Burnside  expedition,  in 
which  the  vessels  were  chartered  by  monthly  charters,  they  might 
have  been  obtained  for  twenty-five  per  cent,  less  than  they  were. 
1  think  they  could  have  been  chartered  for  twenty-five  per  cent,  less 
than  was  paid.  You  know  how  that  was  done.  Mr.  John  Tucker, 
the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  I  think,  came  on  here  and  made  these 
charters — most  of  them.  The  rate  was  fixed.  I  think  in  that  case 
there  was  no  advertisement  issued  at  all.  I  refer  to  sailing  vessels 
only. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Tucker  make  those  contracts  directly  or  through 
the  agency  of  brokers  ? 

Answer.  It  was  through  the  agency  of  brokers  here,  I  think,  mostly. 
I  never  could  see  any  necessity  for  it.  There  may  be  occasions 
where  they  cannot  get  through — where  there  is  a  great  press  for 
time,  and  they  cannot  go  through  the  formalities  of  advertising  and 
giving  notice ;  but  for  all  these  expeditions  that  have  been  fitted  out 
I  cannot  see  any  good  reason  why  they  could  not  have  advertised 
and  invited  proposals.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  feeling  here 
among  ship-owners  who  do  their  own  business  in  regard  to  that. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  stowage  and  the  num- 
ber of  persons  put  alpoard  each  of  these  vessels  for  the  Banks  expe- 
dition ? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  except  in  our  own,  only  from  hearsay. 

Question.  How  many  soldiers  were  embarked  on  board  the  L.  L. 
Sturges,  chartered  by  you. 

Answer.  The  L.  L.  Sturges  is  still  in  port,  and  the  number  of  men 
she  is  to  carry  is  not  yet  clearly  determined,  I  believe;  but  we  un- 
derstand generally  that  it  is  about  840  soldiers,  besides  officers. 

Question.  How  many  are  these  ordinary  vessels,  of  about  1,000  to 
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J,  200  tons,  capable  of  carrying,  with  a  proper  regard  to  the  comfort 
and  health  of  the  soldiers  embarked  upon  them  ? 

Answer.  I  should  think  from  400  to  600  persons,  depending  on  the 
height  of  their  between  decks.  Some  vessels  have  more  lofty  be- 
tween decks  than  others.  Of  course,  much  depends  on  the  nature 
and  length  of  the  passage. 

Question.  Did  you  apply  to  Commodore  Vanderbilt  to  charter  your 
vessel ? 

Answer.  I  did  on  one  occasion,  and  left  the  vessel's  name  with  him. 
.  Question.   What  reply  did  he  make  to  you  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  him  to  say,  at  that  time,  that  he  thought 
they  had  all  the  vessels  they  wanted. 

Question.  At  what  time  was  it  that  you  applied  ? 

Answer.  That  must  have  been  something  like  a  week  previous  to 
the  charter  of  the  ship. 

Question.  Was  that  the  only  reply  he  made  ? 

Answer.  He  took  a  memorandum  of  the  ship  on  paper.  I  can' t 
recollect  exactly  what  he  said. 

Question.  Did  he  direct  you  to  Mr.  Southard  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  but  the  impression  he  left  on  my  mind  was,  that 
if  he  wanted  any  more  ships  we  should  hear  from  him. 

Question.  Does  this  commission  come  out  of  the  owner  or  the  party 
who  obtains  the  vessel  ? 

Answer.  All  commissions  above  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  that  a 
ship-owner  has  to  pay  he  always  takes  into  his  calculations  of  ex- 
penses on  charters.  If  it  is  only  two  and  half  per  cent.,  it  goes  into 
his  previous  calculalions.  AH  over  that  amount  that  is  charged  vir- 
tually comes  out  of  the  government,  the  owner  charging  a  so  much 
higher  price.  In  addition  to  commission  payable  to  Sturges,  we  ex- 
pect to  pay  a  brokerage  of  one  and  one-quarter  per  cent,  to  Mr. 
Elwell,  who  named  the  ship  to  him.  It  is  possible  that  I  may  have 
confounded  Mr.  Tucker's  visit  for  the  McGlellan  expedition  with  the 
Burnside  expedition.  I  am  of  the  impression  he  was  here  on  both 
occasions. 

G.  M.  CLEARMAN. 


New  Yobk,   Wednesday,  December  31,  1862. 
Jambs  W.  Elwell,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows  : 

Examined  by  the  chah'man. 

Question.  Where  is  your  place  of  business,  and  what  is  your  occu- 
pation ? 

Answer.  My  place  of  business  is  in  New  York,  at  57  South  street, 
I  am  a  commission  merchant. 

Question.  Have  you  at  any  time,  during  the  last  eighteen  months, 
furnished  any  transportation  for  the  army  of  the  United  States? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  Any  in -the  Burnside  expedition  ? 
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Answer.  None,  whatever. 

Question.   Or  for  the  Butler  expedition  ? 

Answer.  None,  whatever. 

Question.  Any  for  the  McGlellan  expedition,  either  for  moving  his 
army  down  or  up  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  more  or  less  of  those  we  chartered  were  for 
that  purpose. 

Question.  Who  did  you  charter  them  to  ? 

Answer.  To  Colonel  D.  D.  Tompkins. 

Question.  To  any  one  else  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  except  through  his  department. 

Question.  With  whom  were  the  contracts  made  ? 

Answer.  Colonel  Tompkins,  I  guess,  signed  them  all.  Either  he 
or  Captain  Stinson  did. 

Question.  Did  you  make  any  with  Captain  Hodges  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  contract  for  the  Port  Royal  expedition  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  particularly.  I  could  not  say.  I  could  not 
designate  the  particular  expeditions.  We  chartered  vessels  to  go 
down  to  Port  Royal. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  for  the  Banks  expedition  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  vessels  ? 

Answer.  The  ship  J.  Morton,  the  ship  Pocahontas,  the  ship  Planter, 
we  negotiated  for;  the  ship  L.  L.  Sturges,  the  ship  George  Peabody, 
and  the  ship  Jenny  Lind.     I  believe  that  is  all,  sir. 

Question.  When  were  the  charter-parties  for  those  vessels  dated  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  the  dates.  They  varied  as  to  the  dif- 
ferent times  they  were  chartered. 

Question.  Were  they  between  the  first  and  middle  of  December  7 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  one  of  them  is  dated  prior  to  the 
first  of  December. 

Question.   How  long  are  they  to  run  ? 

Answer.  They  are  to  run  90  days. 

Question.  Does  government  reserve  the  privilege  of  continuing 
them  after  the  expiration  of  that  period  ? 

Answer.  They  do. 

Question.  Without  any  additional  charge  ? 

Answer.  At  the  same  rate. 

Question.  Did  you  fit  them  up  ? 

Answer.  The  owners  of  the  ship  pay  the  expense  of  it. 

Question.  Are  these  vessels  owned  by  you,  or  are  you  acting  as 
•broker  ? 

Answer.  I  own  an  interest  in  one,  and  for  the  rest  I  act  as  agent 
and  broker. 

Question.  With  whom  did  you  make  the  contract  for  furnishing 
these  vessels? 

Answer.  With  Cornelius  Yanderbilt,  the  special  agent  of  the  Banks 
expedition.     He  signed  the  contract. 

Question.  Through  what  agent  did  you  effect  your  charter-parties? 
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Answer.  The  charters  of  the  Geo.  Peabody  and  the  L.  L.  Sturges 
I  effected  through  Russell  Sturges,  and  the  others  I  effected  through 
T.  J.  Southard. 

Question.  What  per  cent,  did  you  pay  to  Russell  Sturges  for  bro- 
kerage ? 

Answer.  We  agreed  to  pay  five  per  cent,  commission. 

Question.  Is  that  per  cent,  to  be  on  the  earnings  of  the  vessel 
during  the  three  months,  or  during  the  three  months  and  the  period 
they  should  continue  to  remain  in  the  service  of  the  government  after 
the  expiration  of  the  three  months? 

Answer.  It  was  five  per  cent,  on  what  grew  out  of  the  charter. 

Question.  Were  you  part  owner  in  either  of  these  vessels  of  Mr. 
Sturges  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not. 

Question.  Then  the  owners  of  the  vessel  were  compelled  to  pay, 
first,  your  per  cent.,  and  then  the  per  cent,  that  Sturges  charges  you. 
That  is  the  result  of  it. 

Answer.  We  charge  a  commission  for  our  services. 

Question.  I  suppose  you  charge  about  two  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Answer.  In  some  instances  it  is  only  one  and  a  quarter — in  .H)me, 
two  and  a  half. 

Question.  Then,  really,  the  brokerage  amounts  to  seven  and  a  half 
per  cent,  in  many  instances  here.  State  whether,  if  government  had 
advertised  for  vessels,  so  that  owners  might  have  competed,  this 
amount  thus  paid  out  to  an  intermediate  party  would  not  have  been 
saved  to  the  government  Does  not  this  virtually  come  out  of  the 
government  in  the  end,  and  don' t  you  take  it  into  consideration  in 
fixing  the  amount  for  the  vessel  ? 

Answer.  If  the  question  were  asked  me  whether  the  government 
could  do  better  by  open  competition,  I  would  say,  it  could,  decidedly. 
Persons  would  bid  against  one  another  and  lower  the  prices.  You 
ask  me  as  to  commissions.  I  always,  in  fixing  the  price,  make  a  cal- 
culation of  all  the  expense  that  is  to  come  out  of  the  ship.  The  one 
ship  we  are  interested  in  is  the  only  one  we  have  paid  on.  The 
agreement  has  been  taken  from  each  of  the  masters  of  the  vessels. 
It  is  five  per  .cent. 

Question.  What  vessel  is  that? 

Answer.  The  J.  Morton. 

Question.  In  that  case  you  have  actually  paid  the  five  per  cent.? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  on  three  months'  time. 

Question.  In  all  other  cases  you  have  agreed  to  pay  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.:  The  owners  have  agreed  to  pay  five  per  cent. 

Question.  You  agreed  for  them  ?  • 

Answer.  No,  sir;  the  owners  agreed  to  pay,  as  represented  by  the 
captains. 

Question.   Have  they  all  agreed  to  pay  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  understanding. 

Question.  Did  you  apply  to  Commodore  Vanderbilt  to  charter  any 
of  these  vessels? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  ^ 
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Question.  What  reply  did  you  get  ? 

Answer.  He  said  he  did  not  want  any.     He  had  got  all  he  wanted. 

Question.  Did  he  send  you  to  Mr.  Southard  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  came  you  to  know,  after  he  told  you  that,  that  you 
could  charter  these  vessels  for  this  expedition  ? 

Answer.  I  had  understood  that  Mr.  Southard  had  the  selection  of 
the  sailing  vessels  for  the  transportation  of  this  expedition. 

Question.  Yotl  then  applied  to  Mr.  Southard  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  he  tell  you? 

Answer.  Mr.  Southard  told  me  he  had  chartered  several  vessels, 
and  probably  would  want  more;  for  me  to  leave  the  names  of  the 
ships  I  had  to  offer,  and  if  they  did,  he  would  bear  them  in  mind — 
there  were  a  good  many  ships  offered.     I  did  so. 

Question.  As  I  understand  it,  the  broker  makes  his  contract,  and 
then  the  captain  of  the  vessel,  the  owner  being  absent,  executes  the 
contract  by  signing  his  name  to  these  promises  to  pay  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.     In  whose  name  were  these  promises  to  pay  taken  ? 

Answer.  I  only  saw  one ;  that  was  taken  in  the  name  of  T.  J. 
Southard. 

Question.  How  were  the  others  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  say;  I  only  saw  one. 

Question.     Is  there  any  understanding  between  you  and  Mr.  South- 
are,  pr  the  house  of  Southard,  Wright  &  Hussey,   or  any  member  • 
of  it,  by  which  they  are  to  divide  this  five  per  cent,  with  you  in 
any  instance  ? 

Answer.  I  am  to  receive  no  part  of  the  five  per  cent.  I  will  say 
we  are  not;  I  mean  our  concern,  James  W.  Elwell  &  Co. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  any  contract  or  agreement  with  any 
member  of  the  firm  of  Southard,  Wright  &  Hussey,  by  which,  un- 
der any  circumstances,  you  should  receive  anything  from  the  five 
per  cent,  that  was  agreed  to  be  paid  to  them  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not  to  receive  any  of  the  five  per  cent,  to  my 
knowledge.  There  was  no  agreement  that  I  was  to  receive  anything. 
I  think  it  would  be  to  the  interest  and  saving  of  the  government  if 
all  their  vessels  were  chartered  through  the  regular  channels,  the 
navy  and  army  departments,  because  that  will  secure  fair,  open  com- 
petition.    I  mean  by  regular  channel,  through  the  quartermasters. 

JAS.  W.  ELWELL. 

Bcp.  Com.  7X1        7 
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New  York,  Thursday,  January  1,  1863. 
W.  S.  Havens,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Eosamined  by  the  chairman. 

Qnestion.  State  your  residence  and  occupation. 

Answer.  My  residence  is  in  Sag  Harbor,  Suffolk  county,  Long 
Island.     My  occupation  is  steamboat  captain. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  a  commander  of  steamers  ? 

Answer.  Four  seasons. 

Question.  What  vessels  have  you  commanded  ? 

Answer.  I  commanded  first  the  Cateline,  that  was  lost  at  Hampton 
Roads;  and  the  Massachusetts;  and  I  have  had  other  boats  for  a  few 
trips;  and  the  Niagara. 

Question.  Where  did  those  boats  run  ? 

Answer.  I  am  now  running  the  Massachusetts  between  New  York 
and  Sag  Harbor. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  command  the  Niagara;  if  so,  when  and  for 
how  long  a  time  ? 

Answer.  I  took  command  of  her  July  8,  and  I  left  her  in  Sep- 
tember, just  before  she  was  discharged  by  the  government.  She 
came  to  New  York  the  latter  part  of  ^ptember.  I  left  her  at  Alex- 
andria. 

Question.  When  she  made  her  trip  to  the  Potomac  did  you  go 
around  in  her  and  have  command  of  her  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question.  How  old  is  she  ? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  her  papers,  and  I  do  not  know  only  as  Mr. 
Richardson  tells  me. 

Question.  How  was  her  model  as  compared  with  other  ordinary 
steamers  of  the  same  tonnage  ? 

Answer.  She  has  an  easy  model,  goes  easy  and  comfortable.  She 
is  not  a  handsome  craft. 

Question.  How  is  she  built  differently  from  other  vessels? 

Answer.  Well,  there  are  scarcely  any  two  vessels  alike.  She 
is  full  aft,  but  I  don't  know  as  she  is  too  full  to  go.  She  was  very 
popular  with  the  passengers  last  summer.  We  had  her  on  this  (Long 
Island  Sound)  route  five  weeks. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  examine  her  timbers  ? 

Answer.  I  never  examined  to  see  if  she  was  sound  or  not;  I  never 
troubled  my  head  about  it.  As  far  as  I  could  see  it  was  all  sound 
until  you  come  to  tear  off  the  ceiling.  Under  her  guards  outside  I 
saw  some  bad  wood;  some  carlings  under  the  guards.  They  put  in 
other  carlings  alongside  of  those,  and  we  put  in  a  new  spring  beam 
outside  of  the  wheel  for  the  outer  journal  to  rest  in. 

Question.  Are  you  a  navigator  ? 

Answer.  I  am  an  old  sea-dog.  I  have  been  around  the  world  three 
times. 

Question.  Ae  master  of  a  vessel  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir.     I  was  mate  one  year  and  master  twelve  years. 

Question.  Do  you  regard  the  Niagara  as  sea- worthy  ;  if  so,  for 
what  waters  7 

Answer.  When  Commodore  Vanderbilt  asked  me  that  question, 
whether  she  was  sea- worthy  and  fit  for  sea,  for  he  knew  I  had  com- 
manded her.  I  told  him  no,  neither  that  nor  any  other  side-wheel 
boat  that  I  ever  saw,  (for  a  voyage  across  the  ocean.)  The  Commo- 
dore nodded  and  said  that  was  so.  I  calculated  that  no  side-wheel 
steamer  was  fit  to  go  to  sea  like  this  at  this  season.  She  may  go 
close  to  shore,  but  not  when  heavily  loaded  as  the  Niagara  was. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  Niagara  was  a  safe  boat  for  navigation 
this  side  of  the  Chesapeake  capes  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  wanted  to  go  in  her,  and  offered  to  go  in  her. 

Question.  Would  she  be  fit  for  going  beyond  Cape  Hatteras  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  not  when  overloaded.  She  was  not  fit  for 
it  when  she  went  out. 

Question.  Why? 

Answer.  Because  she  was  too  deeply  loaded.  She  was  loaded  in 
the  first  place  too  deep — deeper  than  she  ought  to  be  without  a  man 
aboard  her. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  directed  the  loading  of  her  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  about  her  when  she  was  loading  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  was  running  the  Massachusetts. 

Question.  Did  you  see  her  at  the  wharf  here? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  saw  her  at  Philadelphia. 

Question.  Were  the  men  still  on  board  her  at  Philadelphia  when 
you  saw  her  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  but  she  was  still  too  deep  without  them. 

Question.  Do  you  say  that  she  was  loaded,  without  the  men,  too 
deep  to  go  to  sea? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  she  was. 

Question.  With  the  men  added,  how  much  difference  would  it 
make — say  460  to  500  men  ? 

Answer.  Well,  call  it  200  pounds  each — 50  tons.  These  sharp  ves- 
sels will  not  do  to  go  to  sea  with  I  told  Commodore  Vanderbilt  that, 
and  said  when  I  had  been  in  the  Gulf  stream  within  a  400-ton  ship,  I 
had  to  send  my  men  below  for  fear  they  would  be  washed  off,  and  that 
was  in  no  great  sea  either. 

Question.  Is  it  your  professional  opinion  that  any  of  that  small  class 
of  boats,  vessels  of  that  description,  and  propellers,  were  fit  to  go  to 
sea  in  the  transportation  of  troops  beyond  Cape  Hatteras  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  one  of  them.  I  told  Commodore  Vanderbilt 
that  there  was  not  one  of  them  fit  to  go  to  sea.  He  said  **  yes ''  to  it 
himself,  ''when  so  deeply  laden." 

Question.  The  large  vessels  were  fit — ^they  were  sea-going  sailing 
vessels  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  if  they  were  of  good  quality. 

Question.   But  you  think  none  of  these  smaller  vessels  were  fit? 

Answer.  They  were  not  with  such  heavy  cargoes. 
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Qaestion.  Is  it  your  profesflonal  opinion  that  where  troops  are  to 
go  beyond  Gape  Hatteras  it  is  necessary  to  have  such  vessels  as  are 
necessary  to  make  a  trip  across  the  ocean  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  To  give  you  a  little  idea  of  this,  I  will  say,  I 
told  the  inspector  of  Philadelphia  that  I  had  no  doubt  in  my  own  mind 
that  I  could  take  the  Niagara  and  go  to  the  Rio  de  la  Plata — that  I  could 
go  across  the  equator — for  I  am  a  navigator — and  go  safely;  but  I 
must  load  the  vessel,  and  my  load  would  be  simply  light  ballast  trim. 
That  brings  her  up  in  the  water,  and  lets  her  ride  the  sea.  But  I 
must  not  have  the  guards  down. 

Question.  Did  you  see  these  propellers  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  examine  them.     I  know  many  of  them. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  a  vessel  going  from  here  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Chesapeake  would  be  safe  in  the  hands  of  coast  pilots 
who  were  not  navigators  ? 

Answer.  Well,  yes,  sir;  if  they  were  a  good  kind  of  men.  It  would 
not  do  to  put  vessels  in  the  hands  of  such  a  man  as  I  had;  I  don't 
know  about  all  of  them. 

Question.  I  ask  if  it  is  safe  to  trust  a  vessel  with  them? 

Answer.  It  ought  to  be. 

Question.  Would  it  be  safe  to  trust  a  vessel  in  the  hands  of  men 
who  were  not  navigators,  to  go  beyond  Cape  Hatteras  '? 

Answer.  It  might  be  the  case  with  some,  but  I  would  not  trust  my 
property  in  that  way  to  go  beyond  Gape  Hatteras,  especially  at  this 
season  of  the  year.  Others  may  not  think  so,  but  that  is  my  opinion, 
and  I  claim  to  be  an  old  experienced  navigator.  This  bad  wood — it 
is  all  new  to  me.  They  stripped  off  the  ceiling  and  exposed  it.  She 
is  a  vessel  that  has  some  bad  wood,  like  every  old  vessel.  I  told 
Commodore  Vanderbilt  they  all  had.  What  I  mean  by  saying  I 
would  not  go  to  sea  in  the  Niagara  is,  I  would  not  go  around  Cape 
Horn,  but  I  would  coast  this  shore  with  her.  I  went  to  Philadelphia 
to  take  the  Niagara  down  to  the  Gulf,  and  my  pilot,  a  man  of  much 
experience,  wanted  to  go  with  me.  He  had  been  with  me  all  the 
time  I  had  command  of  the  Niagara,  and  never  once  thought  of  her 
being  unsafe  when  loaded  and  properly  commanded.  Vessels  may  run 
up  and  down  our  coast  with  safety  that  would  be  unfit  to  cross  the  ocean . 
In  short,  I  do  not  think  river  or  lake  side-wheel  steamers  fit  vessels 
to  run  across  the  ocean,  but  they  may  run  up  and  down  our  coast  with 
safety. 

WICKHAM  S.  HAVENS. 


New  York,  Thursday,  January  1,  1863. 
Charles  H.  Haswell,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows  : 

Eocamined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  State  your  residence,  your  place  of  business,  and  the 
character  of  the  business  in  which  you  are  engaged. 

Answer.  My  residence  and  place  of  business  are  in  New  York ;  I 
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am  an  engineer  by  profession  ;  I  am  surveyor  of  steamers  for  the 
board  of  underwriters  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  for  the  under- 
writers in  Boston  and  Philadelphia  and  Lloyd's,  London. 

Question.  What  connexion  had  you  with  the  fitting  out  of  the 
Banks  expedition  ? 

Answer.  I  acted  under  the  authority  of  an  order. 

Question.  Who  employed  you  as  inspector  ? 

Answer.  Commodore  Van  Brunt,  under  written  authority  from 
Major  General  Banks. 

Question.  Under  that  authority,  did  you  examine  all  of  the  vessels 
employed  in  that  expedition,  including  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  ? 

Answer.  Steamers  alone. 

Question.  Who  assisted  you  in  that  examination,  if  any  one? 

Answer.  My  examinations  were  made  in  company  with  Commodore 
Van  Brunt. 

Question.  Did  you  or  Commodore  Van  Brunt  know  whither  the 
expedition  was  bound  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  you  make  a  critical  examination  of  these  vessels  ? 

Answer.  I  made  an  examination  as  special  as  I  thought  proper  or 
necessary. 

Question.  Did  you  report  the  result  of  your  examination  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  To  whom  ? 

Answer.     To  Commodore  Van  Brunt. 

Question.  Orally  or  in  writing? 

Answer.  In  writing. 

Question.  In  some  of  these  reports  which  I  have  seen  you  state 
that  you  regard  the  vessel  as  fit  for  duty  under  very  favorable  cir- 
cumstances of  weather. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  . 

Question.  By  that  do  you  mean  that  they  were  vessels  that  were 
capable  of  making  a  short  voyage,  or  a  voyage  on  inland  waters,  but 
incapable  of  making  a  safe  voyage  at  sea  or  to  any  distance  ? 

Answer.  Not  exactly  incapable  of  making  such  a  voyage,  but  un- 
Buited  for  general  sea  navigation,  or  rather  the  risks  of  sea  naviga- 
tion ;  bat,  under  favorable  circumstances  of  weather  and  skilful  di- 
rection, they  were  suited  to,  or  rather  capable  of,  performing  the 
service. 

Question.  Were  these  steamers  all  fit  for  the  purpose  for  which 
they  were  used — for  an  expedition  as  far  as  the  capes  of  the  Delaware  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  all  fit  for  an  expedition  beyond  Cape  Hatteras  ? 

Answer.  Under  favorable  circumstances  they  were. 

Question.  Under  ''very  favorable  circumstances?" 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  term  **  very  favorable  circum- 
stances ;''  that  they  should  not  be  overloaded,  and  that  they  should 
not  meet  with  severe  weather? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  that  they  should  be  so  skillfully  navigated 
as  to  take  advantage  of  lulls  between  blows  and  of  smooth  weather. 

Question.  Did  you  or  Commodore  Van  Brunt  or  Commodore  Van- 
derbilt  have  anything  to  do  with  the  selection  of  the  navigators  for 
these  vessels? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Had  many  of  these  steamers  been  used  exclusively  on 
inland  waters — on  the  rivers  and  in  the  sounds  ? 

Answer.  One  of  them  was  originally  designed  for  that  purpose  and 
so  used. 

Question.  Is  it  a  fact  that  the  persons  who  are  employed  as  cap- 
tains, mates,  and  otherwise,  on  the  steamers  in  the  bounds  and  on  the 
rivers,  are  navigators,  and  fit  for  outside  navigation  as  a  general 
rule? 

Answer.  As  a  general  rule  they  are  not. 

Question.  Then  were  these  vessels,  so  far  as  you  know,  if  you  know 
anything  about  it,  that  were  employed  for  this  expedition,  which  bad 
been  used  on  these  inland  waters,  continued  under  the  control  of  the 
officers  who  had  had  charge  of  them  prior  to  the  time  when  they 
were  chartered  by  the  United  States  government  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  advised  upon  that  point.  It  is  but  just  to  state 
that  some  of  these  captains  on  these  inland  steamers  are  very  capable 
of  navigating  on  the  coast  and  at  sea. 

Question.  Is  it  a  fact  that  there  is  generally  more  than  one  man  on 
these  steamers  that  are  employed  in  the  inland  waters  who  is  a  navi- 
gator? 

Answer.  I  should  judge  not. 

Question.  Is  it  or  is  not  a  rule  among  commercial  men,  ship-owners, 
and  underwriters  to  require  that  there  shall  be  at  lettst  two  or  more 
persons  employed  in  a  crew,  as  officers  or  otherwise,  who  do  understand 
navigation  ? 

Answer.  For  sea  purposes;  yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  an  expedition  at  this  season  of  the  year  to  go  beyond 
Cape  Hatteras  and  around  the  capes  of  Florida  would  it  or  would  it 
not  be  important  and  even  necessary  that  there  should  be  as  skilful 
navigators  on  board,  with  as  perfect  charts  and  instruments,  as  would 
be  required  on  a  vessel  making  a  cruise  to  the  European  continent? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know,  and  if  so  state,  who  had  charge  of  the 
selection  or  the  control  of  the  persons  in  charge  of  these  steamers  7 

Answer.  I  have  no  information  on  that  point  ? 

Question.  Did  you  examine  the  steamer  Niagara  critically  ? 

Answer.  I  examined  her  in  July  last,  and  prior  to  her  being  em- 
ployed or  chartered  for  this  service  ? 

Question.  What  was  her  age  ? 

Answer.  She  was  built  in  1S49. 

Question.  Was  she  built  originally  then,  or  what  they  call  ^*rebuilt" 
at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  She  was  then  originally  built,  as  reported  to  me. 

Question.  Who  reported  her  so  to  you? 
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Answer.  A  person  I  took  to  be  the  captain. 

Question.  Was  it  Mr.  Dorry  or  Mr.  Richardson,  the  owner  ? 

Answer.  This  was  last  July,  and  I  do  not  recollect  the  name.  It 
was  the  captain,  and  Mr.  Richardson  was  on  board  at  the  time.  It 
was  some  one  having  charge  of  her. 

Qaestion.  Where  was  it  reported  that  she  was  built  ? 

Answer.  In  Oswego. 

Question.  In  what  business  had  she  been  engaged  up  to  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  that  she  had  been  engaged  on  the  lakes — ^in 
the  northern  waters  ? 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  her  having  been  sunk  in  Lake 
Ontario? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  her  tonnage  ? 

Answer.  522  tons. 

Question.  What  were  the  peculiarities  of  her  model  ? 

Answer.  Those  of  a  steamer  designed  for  river  or  sound  naviga- 
tion? 

Question.  Do  you  think  she  was  a  safe  and  good  vessel  for  purposes 
of  that  description?  Do  you  think  her  model  >^as  well  adapted  for 
such  purposes? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  she  was  a  sufe,  staunch,  and  proper 
vessel  for  outside  sea-going  purposes  ? 

Answer.  Only  under  favorable  circumstances  of  weather  ? 

Question.  Did  you  examine  her  bottom  ? 

Answer.  She  was  afloat  when  I  surveyed  her. 

Question.  Each  time? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  the  second  time  that  I  saw  her  she  was  just  hauled 
out;  she  had  just  been  docked. 

Question.  What  was  the  condition  of  her  bottom  ? 

Answer.  It  looked  fair. 

Qaestion.  Did  you  examine  her  engine  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  its  condition  ? 

Answer.  Oood. 

Question.   Did  you  examine  her  timbers? 

Answer.  In  July  I  did. 

Question.  What  was  their  condition  ? 

Answer.  With  one  or  two  exceptions  they  were  good.  I  sounded 
them  all  through,  and  I  was  of  opinion  that  some  of  them  were  soft. 
In  my  report  to  the  underwriters  I  rated  her  in  consequence  of  that 
condition. 

Question.  What  did  you  rate  her  at  ? 

Answer.  I  rated  her  A  2. 

Question.  What  rank  is  an  A  2  vessel  ?  How  is  she  regarded  among 
underwriters  ? 

Answer.  The  risks  run  from  A  1  to  A  3. 

Question.  Is  an  A  2  vessel  a  fair  vessel  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  insurable.^  ^  I 
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Question.  And  an  A  3  vesBel  is  worthless  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  the  risks  run  from  A  1  to  A  3.     A  3  is  the  limit. 

Question.  It  is  as  near  worthless  as  can  be  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  to  be  insured.     That  is  as  far  as  they  go. 

Question.  Was  her  model  such  as  was  fashionable  and  usual  for  in- 
land navigation  steamers  twenty  years  ago  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  think  that  she  might  have  carried  troops  safely 
with  good  weather  through  any  ordinary  sound  or  land-locked  bay? 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

Question.  But  you  regard  her  as  unsafe  for  outside  navigation,  when 
heavily  loaded  ? 

Answer.  I  do,  except  under  favorable  circumstances  of  weather 
and  good  navigation. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  Jersey  Blue  ? 

Answer.  I  do,  sir. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  of  her  ?  I  have  seen  your  report, 
and  you  need  not  refer  to  that;  state  generally. 

Answer.  She  is  a  fair  vessel. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  **fair?''  Is  it  a  technical  term 
among  you  gentleman  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  mean  it  as  such. 

Question.  You  mean  that  there  are  good,  bad,  and  indifferent  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  does  **fair"  come  in? 

Answer.  I  mean  that  she  is  not  rotten;  that  her  machinery  is  not 
insufficient. 

Question.  Neither  first  rate  nor  very  bad  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  and  that  she  is  capable  of  service  unless  she  meets 
very  severe  weather  and  very  bad  navigation. 

Question.  Who  had  the  control  of  the  stowing  of  these  vessels  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  who  directed  or  was  responsible  for  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  M.  Sanford  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  she  a  staunch,  seaworthy,  gopd  vessel  ? 

Answer.  As  much  so  as  a  vessel  of  that  description  can  be  ? 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  navigated  her  ? 

Answer.   No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  cause  of  her  going  ashore  on  the  coast 
of  Florida? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  (By  Mr.  Morrill.)  Did  you  consider  the  Niagara  a  sea- 
worthy vessel  when  you  last  examined  her  ? 

Answer.  I  considered  her  suitable  for  a  run  upon  our  coast  under 
favorable  circumstances  of  weather  and  navigation. 

Question.  Did  you  make  any  examination  of  her  timbers  at  yonr 
last  inspection  of  her  ? 
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Answer.  No,  sir.  Mr.  Richardson  told  me  he  had  spent  about 
$8,000  in  strengthening  her  and  replacing  her  timbers. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  where  and  what  timbers  he  had  put  in  ?' 

Answer.  He  did  at  the  time. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  what  they  were  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  now. 

Question.  Where  were  the  timbers  that  you  say  you  discovered  to* 
be  defective  in  July  ? 

Answer.  Her  thick  strakes  about  her  bilge,  amidships. 

Question.  Were  the  timbers  that  in  July  you  discovered  to  be^ 
defective  unsound  ? 

Answer.  They  were  soft;  they  were  not  positively  rotten. 

Question.  Did  you  discover  any  other  timbers  soft  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  One  of  her  wales  was  soft. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  from  Mr.  Richardson  that  he  had 
taken  those  out  and  put  new  timbers  in  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  him  to  say  that  he  had  repaired  her  to  all 
necessary  extent. 

Question.  Embracing  those  defects  that  you  have  indicated  ? 

Answer.  The  details  I  cannot  now  recollect. 

Question.  Then,  if  I  understand  you,  you  made  no  inspection  of 
the  ship  or  of  her  timbers  or  hull  in  reference  to  this  expedition  ? 

Answer.  Not  the  critical  examination  of  boring  or  sounding  them, 
having  examined  her  in  July  last. 

Question.  And  he  having  assured  you  that  he  had  repaired  her 
and  strengthened  her  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  rely  upon  his  statement  as  to  her  repairs  and 
so  excuse  yourself  for  not  examining  her  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  although  his  statement  had  some  effect. 

Question.  What  effect? 

Answer.  I  had  high  confidence  in  his  integrity  and  have  yet. 

Question.  Was  that  the  reason  why  you  did  not  make  the  examina- 
tion of  an  inspector  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  that  I  did  not  inspect  her.. 

Question.  I  will  ask  you,  then,  very  distinctly,  whether  you  did 
inspect  her  thoroughly-^whether  you  inspected  her  timbers? 

Answer.  I  inspected  her,,  but  not  her  timbers,  in  consequence  of 
having  inspected  them  in  July  last. 

Question.  If  Mr.  Richardson  had  not  told  you  that  she  had  under- 
gone repairs,  from  your  inspection  of  July  last,  would  you  have  pro- 
nounced her  seaworthy  ? 

Answer.  I  think,  then,  I  should  have  made  a  more  critical  exam- 
ination of  her. 

Question.  What  I  wish  to  know  is,  whether  the  condition  of  the 
vessel  in  July,  as  you  saw  it  and  inspected  it,  was  such  that  you  would 
not  have  recommended  it  for  this  expedition  but  for  the  repairs  made 
upon  her  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  would  not  ? 
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Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qaestion.  I  suppose,  then,  the  inference  is  a  fair  one,  that  it  was 
in  consequence  of  the  repairs  you  supposed  to  have  been  made  upon 
her  that  you  recommended  her  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  whether,  in  July,  you  examined  her 
deck  timbers — the  timbers  that  support  the  deck  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not;  they  were,  as  is  customary,  encased  with  panel 
work. 

Question.  Then  you  did  not  at  any  time? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  those  timbers  as  material,  or  what  would 
be  called  important  timbers,  or  ''main  timbers,"  as  some  of  the  wit- 
nesses use  the  phrase  ? 

Answer.  As  to  the  main  timbers,  it  is  important  that  they  should 
be  sound.  By  **main  timbers  "  I  understand  to  be  meant  the  water- 
wheel  guard  beams;  they  are  the  main  deck  timbers;  the  ordinary 
deck  timbers  might  be  seven  by  nine  or  seven  by  ten  inches,  and 
these  would  be  fifteen  inches  square,  or  more. 

Question.  As  you  found  her  in  July  yqu  would  not  have  considered 
her  suitable  for  this  expedition,  but  as  she  was  represented  to  be  re- 
repaired  by  Mr.  Richardson  you  accepted  her? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  and  the  fact  of  her  having  had  a  new  boiler 
and  an  independent  steam-pump  and  sponsons  having  been  put  upon 
her. 

Question.  These  are  a  sort  of  braces  ? 

Answer.  Yes;  sir;  and  shields  to  her  guards. 

Question.  It  was  in  consequence  of  the  addition  of  a  new  boiler  and 
the  sponsons  and  the  repairs  that  Mr.  Richardson  represented  that 
she  had  undergone? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  an  independent  steam,  fire,  and  bilge  pump; 
in  connexion  with  the  circumstance  that  in  putting  sponsons  to  a  ves- 
sel in  order  to  secure  them,  it  is  necessary  to  bore  her  timbers,  and  if 
they  were  defective  at  all  that  would  be  apparent;  and  if  very  defec- 
tive the  sponsons  could  not  be  fastened. 

Question.  What  timbers  would  be  bored  for  such  braces  ? 

Answer.  Frames  and  deck  beams.  The  sponsons  run  from  the 
frames  up  to  the  deck  beams  or  guard  beams. 

Question.  But  those  are  none  of  the  beams  that  you  discovered  and 
described  to  be  soft  in  July  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  From  your  examination  of  her  in  July,  would  you  expect 
to  find  her  deck  beams  rotten — positively  rotten  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  would  be  disappointed  if  they  were  so  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

CHARLES  H.  HASWELL. 

[The  witness  presented  thu  following  synopsis  to  the  committee  as 
part  of  his  testimony :] 
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Philadelphia,  Friday,  January  2,  1863. 

Samuel  Zane,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows : 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  Mr.  Zane,  please  state  your  residence  and  occupatioa. 

Answer.  My  residence  is  at  113  North  Fifth  street;  office  116  North 
Delaware  avenue ;  my  occupation  is  shipbuilder. 

Question.  Are  you  now  inspector  ? 

Answer.  I  am  hull  inspector  for  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsyl- 
vania— United  States  local  inspector. 

Question.  Appointed  by  whom? 

Answer.  Appointed  by  the  board  and  confirmed  by  Mr,  Secretary 
Chase. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  transport  vessel  Niagara  that 
came  into  this  port  from  New  York  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  visited  her,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  on 
the  nth  of  December. 

Question.  What  was  her  condition  ?  • 

Answer.  I  went  down  in  the  aft  cabin  and  found  that  her  beams 
and  carlings,  and  also  her  deck  plank  were  in  a  bad  condition.  I  have 
here  a  piece  from  her  beam  and  a  piece  from  her  carlings  that  I 
fetched  here.  (The  witness  here  exhibits  to  the  committee  two  frag- 
ments of  wood  in  a  decayed  condition.)  One  of  the  officers  gave  me 
this  smaller  piece,  which  is  from  the  carlings;  the  other  large  piece  is 
from  the  beam;  Ttook  it  off  myself.  This  beam  was  in  the  art  cabin 
and  was  one  of  her  main  beams. 

Question.  How  many  beams  are  in  a  decayed  condition  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  beams  have  all  been  cased,  and  where  we 
pulled  the  casing  off,  we  did  not  pull  it  off  of  many,  but  wherever  we 
pulled  it  off  we  found  it  in  a  very  bad  condition.  We  went  far 
enough  at  the  first  visit  to  state  that  the  vessel  was  not  seaworthy, 
and  so  we  stopped  without  making  much  more  examination;  although 
we  stopped  and  went  forward.  She  is  loaded  with  commissaries 
stores.  We  found  one  of  her  main  beams  in  her  forward  hold  which 
was  pretty  well  gone  on  the  clamps  where  the  beam  rests. 

Question.  State,  if  you  please,  if  that  vessel  is  seaworthy,  or  was 
seaworthy  when  she  sailed  from  New  York,  a  week  before  she 
reached  here  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  she  was  not,  to  my  judgment;  she  was  not  sea- 
worthy, sir.  She  was  inspected  on  the  4th  of  this  last  month  by  the 
board  there  in  New  York. 

Question.  Did  they  pronounce  her  seaworthy. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  gave  her  a  certificate  to  that  effect. 
When  she  came  here  I  condemned  her  as  far  as  I  could  go.  I  tele- 
graphed to  Thomas  B.  Stillman,  supervisor  and  inspector  for  the  sec- 
ond district,  and  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  direction  of  the  district 
attorney  here;  and  have  kept  a  copy  of  the  letter  served  on  the  mas- 
ter not  to  proceed  to  sea  with  the  troops,  which  is  as  follows : 
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Opficb  op  the  Board  of  U.  S.  Looal  Inspectobs, 

Philadelphia,  December  17,  1862. 

Sib:  Yoq  are  hereby  notified  to  repair  the  said  vessel  so  as  to  render 
her  seaworthy,  the  same  being,  in  onr  judgment,  unsafe  and  unfit  to 
make  a  voyage  to  sea.  The  said  vessel  needs  new  deck  plank^  beaTns, 
and  carlings. 

Unless  the  said  repairs  are  made  the  navigation  of  the  said  vessel 
will  be  unsafe,  and  you  will  be  held  responsible  under  the  act  of  Au- 
gust 30,  1852. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

SAMUEL  ZANE. 
J.  W.  WAPLES. 
The  Captain  or  Owner  op  the  Steamboat  Niagara, 

Now  lying  in  the  port  of  PhUaddphia. 

Question.  (By  Mr.  Kennedy.)  Would  a  vessel  in  that  condition, 
with  these  persons  on  board,  have  been  safe,  in  your  opinion,  for  coast 
navigation,  for  instance,  as  far  as  Fortress  Monroe  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  would  not  permit  her  to  go  to  New  York  with 
the  crew  light.    I  would  not  give  her  a  permit  to  go  outside. 

Question.  Were  these  timbers  that  you  inspected  essential  to  the 
safety  of  the  ship  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes;  it  is  the  main  deck.  The  officers  live  above  this 
main  deck,  and  had  that  deck  been  swept  off  the  boat  would  have 
been  left  an  open  boat. 

Question.  How  is  the  hull  ? 

Answer.  We  could  not  get  at  the  hull;  it  is  filled  with  commissary 
stores.  We  had  a  great  time  getting  down  as  it  was.  We  had  to 
take  a  light  with  us.  We  could  not  get  at  that.  She  lies  there  with 
stores. 

Question.  Do  any  of  the  main  timbers  exhibit  this  state  of  decay? 

Answer.  We  could  not  see. 

Question.  Are  the  main  beams  below  covered  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  have  casing;  a  simple  lining — half-inch 
lining.  I  took  the  liberty  of  pulling  some  of  that  off,  as  I  thought  it 
my  duty.  We  can  either  bore  or  tear  away  if  we  think  we  can  dis- 
cover anything  unseaworthy.  I  ordered  some  to  be  torn  off,  and 
helped  to  tear  off  some  myself,  and  found  it  in  a  bad  condition — a 
very  bad  condition.     One  of  these  pieces  here  was  picked  right  out. 

Question.  Does  the  external  appearance  of  the  ship  indicate  weak- 
ness? 

Answer.  I  have  not  been  around  under  her  guards.  From  what  I 
saw  I  believe  it  does  all  around  under  her  guards.  She  has  been 
sponsoned,  and  you  cannot  get  a  chance  to  see.  She  has  been  hid  up 
pretty  well. 

Question.  (By  the  chairman.)  Judging  from  her  model,  was  she 
ever  adapted  to  outside  navigation,  or  only  to  inland  or  land-locked 
navigation  in  sounds,  rivers,  and  bays  ? 

Answer.  She  was  built  for  a  sound  boat,  sir,  in  my  judgment.       j 
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Question.  Is  she  a  vessel  that  is  fit  to  go  around  Cape  Hatteras? 

Answer.  She  might  go  around  there  in  some  weathers,  but,  as  a 
general  thing,  I  would  not  trust  any  of  those  boats.  These  guard- 
boats  are  unfit  to  go  any  way. 

Question.  You  mean  by  ^* guard-boats''  those  boats  which  have 
** guards"  on  their  sides? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  say  here  the  Niagara  had  500  passengers, 
and  she  was  nearly  400  life-preservers  short.  Her  papers  only  give 
her  100  life-preservers.  I  believe  that  putting  men  into  that  ship  to 
go  to  sea  was  like  putting  them  into  their  coffins. 

Samuel  Zane,  recalled,  testified  further,  as  follows: 
Examined  by  Mr.  MorriU. 

Question.  Have  you,  since  your  previous  testimony  to-day  given, 
made  a  further  examination  of  the  Niagara,  and  are  you  able  to  stat^ 
more  in  detail  as  to  the  condition  of  her  timbers  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  made  a  further  examination  on  this  day. 

Question.  Stat«  particularly  what  you  saw. 

Answer.  I  went  over  the  same  ground  pretty  much  that  I  did  be- 
fore. I  saw  some  of  the  casing  torn  off,  and  found  pretty  much  all 
her  beams  and  carlings  are  in  one  condition.  I  further  made  an  ex- 
amination forward.  I  saw  nothing  new  forward,  although  I  saw  that 
again  to-day. 

Question.  In  what  condition  did  you  find  her  deck  timbers  in  the 
after  part  of  the  boat — ^the  beams  ? 

Answer.  I  found  them  in  a  very  bad  condition;  worse  than  I  found 
them  in  before. 

Question.  Are  they  sound  or  rotten  ? 

Answer.  Rotten,  sir;  unseaworthy,  unfit  to  go  to  sea,  unfit  to  be  in 
a  vessel. 

Question.  Did  you  boro  into  the  timbers  to  test  the  condition  of  the 
wood? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  bored  into  one  of  his  best  beams,  as  he  (Mr. 
Richardson)  said.     I  handed  the  borings  to  Mr.  Morrill. 

Question.  State  whether  you  found  any  one  of  the  main  timbers  or 
main  beams  sound. 

Answer.  I  did  not ;  I  did  not  find  one  sound.  The  owner  was 
present  and  acknowledged  that  they  were  all  gone  upon  the  clamps, 
and  that  there  were  small  pieces  substituted  for  the  beams  and  car- 
lings. 

Question.  If  there  had  been  an  attempt  to  repair  these  beams  and 
strengthen  them,  state  in  what  manner  that  had  been  done. 

Answer.  I  should  say  that  they  should  have  run  clear  across  the 
boat.* 

Question.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact,  if  there  had  been  any  attempt 
to  strengthen  these  beams,  what  steps  had  been  taken? 

Answer.  There  have  small  pieces  been  put  alongside  of  each  and 
every  beam  and  carling.     They  have  been  bolted. 
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QaestioQ.  In  what  part? 

Answer.   On  the  beams  and  carlings  on  the  clamps. 

Question.  That  is  where  they  rest  on  the  ship  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  on  the  sides  of  the  ship,  and  they  extend  out  to 
the  guard. 

Question.   Of  what  size  are  these  pieces  ? 

Answer.  I  should  judge  that  they  were  about  two  and  a  half  inches 
thick  by  seven  inches  wide.  They  were  secured  by  bolts  in  through 
the  decayed  timber — the  decayed  beams  and  carlings. 

Question.  State  how  much  support  those  pieces  would  afford  to  the 
main  timber. 

Answer.  Very  little,  sir,  in  my  judgment,  because  there  is  no  sound 
wood  to  hold  them. 

Question.  That  defect  you  found  to  be  true  of  all  the  main  timbers- 
of  the  deck,  did  you? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  is  it  in  regard  to  the  carlings  ? 

Answer.  The  carlings  were  in  about  the  same  condition  as  the 
beams. 

Question.  Did  you  examine  the  fore  part  of  the  vessel  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  you  find  the  carlings  in  the  fore  part  ? 

Answer.  I  found  the  carlings  and  beams  there  the  same  as  they^ 
were  aft;  I  found  pieces  substituted  for  the  carlings. 

Question.  How  about  the  main  beams  ? 

Answer.  I  found  it  the  same  with  both  beams  and  carlings  forward 
as  I  did  aft.     The  condition  was  the  same. 

Question.  State  whether  you  found  any  beams  in  the  after  cabia 
which  had  not  been  repaired  at  all. 

Answer.  I  did.     No  attempt  had  been  made  to  repair  them. 

Question.  What  was  their  condition  ? 

Answer.  They  were  the  worst  I  saw.  Their  condition  was  very 
bad. 

Question.  Had  there  been  no  attempt  to  support  those  ? 

Answer.     No,  sir ;  no  attempt  to  repair  them  at  all. 

Question.   Were  those  beams  cased  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  So  that  the  defects  were  not  obvious  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  also  found  the  deck  plank  rotten  in  different 
spots,  so  that  they  would  crumble  under  the  heel  of  your  boot. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Richardson,  the  owner  of  the  boat,  present  at 
this  examination  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  these  defects  pointed  out  to  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  he  acknowledged  that  these  pieces  were  put 
alongside  the  beams  ;  and  he  acknowledged  that  the  beams  were  rot- 
ten, and  the  carlings,  i  also,  wherever  there  was  a  piece  put.  He 
acknowledged  tdat  fact  himself.  The  captain  who  belongs  on  board 
the  Mary  Benton,  and  who  knew  the  Niagara  well  years  ago,  stated, 
to  me  the  day  of  the  first  examination  I  made  that  she  laid  for  three 
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years,  unable  to  get  a  license  to  carry  passengers  on  the  lakes,  on 
•account,  I  suppose,  of  her  unseaworthy  condition. 

SAM'L  ZANE. 

Philadelphia,  Friday,  January  2,  1863. 
J.  W.  Wapaples,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows : 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  State  your  residence  and  employment. 

Answer.  My  residence  is  at  No.  1120  Columbia  avenue,  Kensing- 
ton, in  Philadelphia.  I  am  an  engineer  by  profession.  I  have  fol- 
lowed it  for  a  number  of  years  ;  but  I  am  now  a  United  States  local 
inspector  of  boilers  and  engines. 

Question.  Have  you  examined  the  transport  ship  Niagara,  that 
recently  came  into  this  port  in  distress,  with  soldiers,  bound  from  the 
port  of  New  York  ? 

Answer.  I  have,  sir. 

Question.  Slate  what  you  found  her  condition  to  be. 

Answer.  Mr.  Zane  has  stated  it,  perfectly.  I  can  only  corroborate 
his  statement.  We  were  together,  and  my  opinion  and  hit  accorded 
exactly,  in  every  particular,  as  far  as  the  hull  is  concerned.  I  found 
the  engine  and  boiler  in  tolerably  fair  condition.  The  boiler  is  old, 
but  I  do  not  consider  it  dangerous.  Her  certificate  from  the  local 
board  in  New  York  stated  her  to  be  for  an  inland  route.  That  was 
the  inspection  made  on  the  4th  of  December,  in  New  York,  by  the 
New  York  local  board.  Her  certificate  stated  that  she  was  for  an 
inland  route.  The  local  boards  have  to  give  them  a  route,  and  the 
certificate  in  her  case  gave  her  an  inland  route,  which  means  in  a 
flound  or  bay,  or  anything  like  that. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  that  your  boards,  when  they  inspect  a 
vessel,  designate  the  particular  kind  of  navigation  for  which  she 
is  fit? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  designate  on  their  certificate  the  kind  of 
route  we  intend  them  to  run  on. 

Question.  This  certificate  which  the  Niagara  carries  from  the  local 
board  of  New  York  specifies  that  she  is  authorized  and  qualified  to 
run  on  an  inland  route  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  She  therefore  had  no  authority  to  go  outside? 

Answer.  Not  from  the  local  board,  not  agreeable  to  her  certificate. 
The  Niagara  had  four  hundred  life-preservers  short.  She  had  one 
hundred  life-preservers  and  five  hundred  passengers.  Her  papers 
allow  her  one  hundred  life-preservers.  We  do  not  allow  them  to 
carry  a  passenger  above  the  number  of  life-preservers. 

J.  W.  WAPAPLES. 
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Philadblphia,  Saturday,  January  3,  1863. 
Edmukd  a.  Sowdeb,  being  duly  affirmed,  testified  as  follows: 

Eocamined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  State  your  place  of  business,  the  firm  of  which  you  are 
a  member,  if  of  any,  and  your  occupation. 

Answer.  My  place  of  business  is  at  Dock  street,  near  the  wharf;  I 
call  it  Dock  street  wharf.  The  firm  is  Edmund  A.  Sowder  &  Go. 
Our  business  is  a  general  commission  business — ship-brokers  and  ship 
agents. 

Question.  Are  you  the  owners  of  vessels  of  any  description  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  furnished,  during  the  last  eighteen  months,  or 
since  the  commencement  of  this  insurrection,  any  transportation, 
ships,  barges,  or'boats  of  any  description  to  the  army  or  the  quarter* 
master's  department,  or  any  agent  of  the  War  Department? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  we  have  furnished  some  vessels  for  this  last  ex- 
pedition, the  Banks  expedition. 

Question.  What  vessels  did  you  charter  ? 

Answer.  We  chartered  to  them  the  Prometheus,  a  new  steamer, 
of  which  we  are  part  owners,  which  we  purchased  when  we  found 
the  class  of  boats  that  they  wanted;  and  the  Cumbria,  an  iron  steam- 
ship that  we  bought  here;  and  my  impresion  is,  that  we  chartered  the 
City  of  Bath,  although  we  are  not  part  owners  of  her.  I  see  by  the 
newspapers  that  she  has  arrived  at  New  Orleans.  We  do  not  own 
any  part  of  her.     Those  are  all,  sir,  I  think. 

Question.  Do  you  know  at  what  rate  the  Cumbria  was  chartered  ? 

Answer.  The  Cumbria  was  chartered  at  $450  a  day  for  two  months, 
with  the  privilege  of  keeping  her  if  they  pleased;  so  Mr.  Getty,  my 
partner,  told  me. 

Question.  What  was  the  Prometheus  chartered  at? 

Answer.  The  Prometheus  was  chartered  at  the  same  rate. 

Question.  The  City  of  Bath  at  how  much  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  how  much  she  was. 

Question.  Did  you  act  as  the  agents  and  brokers,  or  as  the  owners 
for  these  vessels  ? 

Answer.  We  acted  as  the  agents  of  these  owners. 

Question.  Through  whom  did  you  effect  the  charter? 

Answer.  My  impression  is,  Mr.  Getty,  my  partner,  told  me  it  was 
through  Commodore  Yanderbilt  he  chartered  those. 

Question.  All  of  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you,  or  did  Mr.  Getty,  as  a  member  of  your  firm,  or 
did  your  firm  in  any  way  pay  to  any  person,  or  promise  to  pay  to  any 
person,  any  brokerage  to  effect  either  of  these  charters  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  to  my  knowledge,  and  not  to  my  belief. 

Question.  Are  you  certain  that  the  City  of  Bath  was  chartered  for 
this  expedition  7 
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Answer.  I  am  not;  but  I  think  that  Mr.  Getty  told  me  that  she  was 
one.  He  said  she  was  a  boat  he  had  pat  in,  as  these  parties  had 
spoken  to  him  to  offer  her. 

Question.  Who  examined  your  boats  as  to  their  qualifications  for 
this  business  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know;  but  there  were  sundry  parties.  Mr.  Getty 
told  me  that  the  officers  selected  the  Cumbria.  Some  officers  that 
had  to  choose  the  boats  went  down  and  selected  her. 

Question.  Were  they  lying  in  New  York  ? 

Answer.  They  were  sent  there.  The  Cumbria  was  running  from 
New  York  to  New  Orleans.  We  had  her  running  here  first.  She  was 
a  prize,  and  was  sold,  and  we  purchased  her.  Some  other  parties 
took  a  part  with  us;  and  when  we  loaded  her  from  here  we  sent  her 
around  there,  and  chartered  her  at  $400  a  day  to  a  house  there.  She 
made  that  voyage,  and  we  chartered  her  again  for  $10,000  for  that 
trip.  She  then  returned,  and  just  came  in  when  this  matter  of  Gen- 
eral Banks's  expedition  was  up. 

Question.  Have  you  chartered  any  vessels  other  than  you  have 
enumerated  for  any  expedition  to  the  War  Department,  or  any  agent 
of  the  War  Department? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  we  chartered  some  steamers  before.  We  char- 
tered the  steamer  New  York,  which  we  own. 

Question.  When  did  you  charter  her  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  the  time,  but  it  has  been  some  three  or 
four  months  ago. 

Question.  To  whom  did  you  charter  her  ? 

Answer.  My  information  ie,  we  either  chartered  her  to  Captain 
Hodges,  in  New  York,  or  at  Washington,  to  the  department  there. 
Mr.  Getty  went  on  to  Washington. 

Question.  Have  you  at  any  time  during  the  last  two  years  char- 
tered  any  vessels  for  the  use  of  the  government  through  Captain 
Loper? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  what  chartering  we  have  done  Mr.  Getty  has  at- 
tended to  himself. 

Question.  Directly  with  the  agent  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  Directly  with  the  quartermaster  himself.  We  have  not 
chartered  any  through  Captain  Loper;  I  do  not  think  we  have. 
Knowing  this  other  matter,  Mr.  Getty  would  probably  have  men- 
tioned it  to  me. 

Question.  Have  you,  or  has  your  firm,  in  order  to  secure  employ- 
ment for  your  vessels  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  paid,  or 
agreed  to  pay,  to  any  persons  any  money  or  thing  of  value,  either 
directly  or  indirectly  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge,  sir;  we  have  not. 

Question.  Have  you,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  for  yourself,  or 
for  your  firm,  paid  any  sum  of  money  or  thing  of  value  to  any  per- 
son in  order  to  get  the  amount  due  upon  the  charter-party  turned  into 
cash,  converted  into  money  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  nothing  but  what  we  have  sold  to  the  brokers  for 
our  vessels — those  that  we  have  had  advances  upon  with  a  loss  upon 
certificates;  nothmg  else.  ^^.i.ed  by Google 
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QaestioQ.  By  the  term  ••brokers,"  do  yon  mean  Bhip-brokera  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  mean  money-brokers,  stock-brokers;  nothing 
else. 

Qoestion.  Have  yon,  or  has  any  member  of  yonrfirm,  applied  to 
any  person  who  represented  himself  to  be,  or  who  was  acting  as,  an 
agent  of  the  government,  to  get  a  charter  fof  any  of  your  vessels, 
and  been  directed  to  any  other  person,  who  was  not  in  the  ostensible 
employment  of  the  government,  to  get  yonr  charter?  ' 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  do  not  think  we  have  ever  had  anything  to  do 
with  any  parties  of  the  kind.  We  thought  we  had  as  good  a  right  as 
anybody  to  charter  boats,  as  that  was  onr  business.  We  knew  nobody 
who  had  any  better  right.  That  is  our  regular  business.  We  are 
chartering  vessels  nearly  every  ds^y,  but  of  course  only  steamers  for 
the  government  during  this  war. 

Qaestion.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  all  charters  for  your  com* 
pany  have  been  made  directly  with  the  known  and  ostensible  agent 
of  the  quartermaster's  department  of  the  army  ? 

Answer.  And  the  government  officials.  The  reason  I  say  govern- 
ment officials  is,  I  think,  when  Mr.  Getty  went  to  Washington  he  either 
chartered  to  Oeneral  Meigs  or  the  assistcmt  Secretary  of  War  one  of 
these  boats.  He  offered  them,  and  one  was  referred  here  to  Captain 
Boyd  and  another  to  New  York%  Whether  it  was  finally  closed  with 
the  Secretary  of  War  or  not  I  cannot  tell.  I  know  we  could  not  get 
the  charter-parties  signed  until  we  got  the  approval  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  that  the  terms  were  all  right,  as  we  had  represented. 

Question.  Who  signed  the  charter-parties  on  the  part  of  the  gov- 
ernment? 

Answer.  Quartermaster  General  Meigs,  with  the  exception  of  some 
that  we  got  some  time  ago— some  one  or  two.  I  think  they  were 
signed  by  Mr.  John  Tucker,  who  was  then  transportation  agent. 

Question.  Are  you  a  stockholder  in  any  transportation  company  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  none. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  are  the  directors  in  the  Philadelphia 
Steam  Propeller  Company  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not.  They  run  from  here  to  New  York, 
through  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  canal. 

Question.   Is  Captain  Loper  president? 

Answer.  Captain  Loper  used  to  have  a  line.  I  did  not  know  that 
Captain  Loper  was  president.  I  know  he  started  these  boats  a  good 
while  ago,  and  they  were  running  to  Hartford.  Then  they  went  to 
New  York,  and  from  there  to  Hartford. 


WABHiNGfoN,  Mcmdatfj  January  12,  186S. 
Henbt  B.  WnrrE,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows  : 

EoDamined  by  Mr,  MarrHL 

Qoestion.  Mr.  White,  you  have  been  called  here  by  Mr.  Richard- 
BOD,  the  owner  of  the  Niagara,  to  testify  in  relation  to  the  cQnditioti 
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of  that  vessel.     State  whether  you  have  made  an  examination  of  the 
steamer  Niagara.    If  so,  when,  where,  and  at  whose  request  7 

Answer.  I  have  made  an  examination  of  the  Niagara.  I  worked 
on  her  during  all  her  repairs.  I  made  this  special  examination  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  Richardson  on  Wednesday  last. 

Question.  State,  if  you  please,  your  profession  or  employment. 

Answer.  I  have  worked  for  eight  years  in  repairing  steamboats.  I 
am  a  ship-carpenter  and  joiner.  I  have  had  charge  of  the  repairs  of 
a  line  of  steamboats  at  Sag  Harbor  and  other  places. 

Question.  Had  you  known  the  Niagara  previous  to  your  examina- 
tion of  her  on  Wednesday  last? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  and  where? 

Answer.  When  she  came  from  the  lakes.  I  have  been  for  the  last 
six  or  seven  years  in  Mr.  Richardson's  employment.  It  was  when 
she  came  from  the  lakes,  and  commenced  running  from  Sag  Harbor 
to  New  York. 

Question.  You  have  been  for  the  last  six  or  eight  years  in  Richard- 
son's  employment? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  When  she  came  first  from  New  York  city  to 
Sag  Harbor,  on  that  route,  I  made  the  first  repairs. 

Question.  Go  on  in  your  own  way  and  state  the  result  of  your  ex- 
amination. 

Answer.  Some  time  about  the  first  of  November  I  was  called  from 
the  Massachusetts,  another  boat  of  his  line,  to  go  on  the  repairs  of 
the  Niagara.  This  was  about  the  first  of  November  last,  when  she 
went  on  her  repairs  in  New  York.  I  went  through  with  the  repairs 
upon  her.  I  was  on  her  at  the  time  she  went  on  the  dry-dock  at  Jer- 
sey City.  I  there  examined  her  with  a  view  to  going  in  her  on  an 
expedition  myself.  She  had  a  garboard  streak,  that  is  the  next  plank 
from  the  keel,  taken  out  for  the  purpose  of  putting  in  new  timber 
chains,  clearing  her,  showing  the  bottom  on  the  under  side.  In  that 
examination  I  noticed  that  the  hands — there  were  some  sixty  at 
work — were  compelled  to  split  the  timbers  from  her,  and  in  so  doing 
showed  that  the  timbers  were  perfectly  sound,  so  much  so,  that  the 
bolts,  or  spikes,  which  were  seven-eighths  in  diameter,  were  broken  off. 

Question.  You  are  now  speaking  of  the  timbers  of  her  bottom  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  under  the  bottom.  Then  we  put  in  new  timber 
chains — that  is,  a  chain  running  along  between  the  timbers  next  the 
keel — to  keep  her  clear.  If  these  are  stopped  up  the  water  cannot  be 
pumped  out.  We  put  in  new  timber  chains,  ami  in  doing  so,  I  as- 
sisted, passing  the  whole  length,  so  that  all  these  timbers  came  under 
my  examination.  Those  timbers  were  sound.  I  speak  of  her  floor 
timbers,  also  her  keel  and  keelson.  The  keel,  as  you  know,  is  the 
centre  'timber  running  fore  and  aft  from  stem  to  stern;  the  main  keel- 
sun  is  the  timber  running  atop  of  the  keel  and  over  the  floor  timbers. 
In  constructing  a  vessel  the  keel  is  first  laid  down,  then  the  naval  tim- 
bers. 

Question.  Describe  the  condition  in  which  you  found  her  timbers? 

Answer.  To  make  it  plainer  I  will  use  this  diagram,  [A,]  which 
represents  the  Niagara.     I  found  these  tim]^^ir§«^|^OJ:^JLO^ inches 
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square,  vith  a  space  of  14  inches  apart,  as  represented  by  the  lines 
on  the  plan,  sound.  On  the  top  of  them  I  found  two  side*keelsons, 
14  inches  by  12,  of  oak,  and  perfectly  sound.  I  also  found  two  bilge 
keelsons,  represented  by  these  lines,  running  amidships,  8  inches  by 
14,  also  sound.  I  would  here  remark  that  vessels  of  that  class  gen- 
erally carry  but  three  keelsons,  while  this  has  five.  She  also  has  a 
clamp,  represented  by  lines  in  the  diagram,  which  is  six  inches  thick 
and  IT  inches  wide,  passing  on  the  outside  of  these  timbers  and  bolted 
with  bolts,  averaging  one  in  a  foot,  the  whole  length — screw  bolts, 
passing  from  the  outside,  through  these  timbers  and  through  the 
clamp.  She  has  also  four  diagonal  braces  represented  fore  and  aft, 
10  by  7  inches,  of  oak,  and  perfectly  sound.  These  diagonal  braces 
run  from  the  main  timbers,  under  the  main  timbers,  and  where  they 
cross  each  other  are  bolted  with  five  bolts.  I  then  commenced  with 
the  main  deck,  going  aft,  and  making  a  personal  examination,  num- 
bering the  timbers  and  taking  the  dimensions  of  them. 

Question.  Are  you  now  speaking  of  your  examination  last  Wed- 
nesday? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Commencing  at  the  timber  marked  No.  1  in  the 
diagram  (B)  at  the  stem,  I  proceeded  to  No.  91  at  the  bow.  I  care- 
fully examined  every  timber. 

Question.  Does  that  include  the  carlings  as  well  as  the  main 
timbers? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.   What  is  the  number  of  main  timbers? 

Answer.  Twenty,  as  shown  by  this  diagram — twenty  main  beams. 
I  numbered  the  first  carling  No.  1,  and  so  on  until  I  came  to  a  beam, 
and  then  numbered  that  in  the  same  way;  that  is,  carlings  No.  1,  No. 
2,  No.  3,  No.  4,  and  then  beam  No.  5.  The  lines  for  beams  can  be 
distinguished  from  the  lines  for  carlings.  I  found  the  carlings  five  by 
six;  some  of  them  were  larger,  but  1  averaged  them  four  by  six;  none 
were  less.  The  first  beams  are  in  the  aft  cabin.  The  first  one.  No. 
5,  is  9  by  6;  the  next  one,  No.  9,  is  9  by  6;  the  next  one.  No.  14,  is 
9  by  6.  I  marked  No.  14  decayed  at  both  ends.  I  then  came  to 
carlings  No.  15,  No.  16,  No.  17,  then  No.  18,  beam,  9  by  6,  also  de- 
cayed; then  carlings  No.  19  and  No.  20;  carling  No.  21  decayed;  No. 
23  sound;  No.  23,  beam,  decayed  at  both  ends;  the  two  beams 
marked  No.  14  and  No.  18  had  been  pieced;  No.  24,  carling,  decayed 
at  both  ends;  No.  25,  carling,  decayed,  though  less  so;  No.  26,  carling, 
sound;  No.  27,  beam,  decayed  at  one  end;  No.  28  and  No.  29,  car- 
lings, partially  decayed,  of  oak;  No.  30,  beam,  11  by  13  inches.  I 
term  that  the  '^spring  beam."  The  spring  beam  is  the  first  beam 
running  aft  of  the  wheel.  My  reference  says,  11  by  13  inches,  oak, 
kneed  at  both  ends;  knees  bolted  with  six  bolts  at  each  end,  three 
feet  run,  six  inches  thick,  bolts  |-inch  iron.  The  fore-and-aft  timbers 
commence  here.     These  knees  are  strengthening  knees. 

Question.  Is  that  beam  No.  30  decayed  or  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  decayed  between  these  knees. 

Question.  Is  it  not  decayed  at  the  larboard  end? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  that  is  sound.  ^  , 
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Qnestion.  Is  that  Dear  the  main  hatch? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  aft  of  the  crank  room.  It  is  the  aft  spring 
beam.  Then  comes  carlings  Nos.  31  to  39.  They  are  all  cnt  off  by 
the  crank  room.  No.  40,  beam,  10  by  6,  kneed  at  both  ends,  knees 
six  inches,  3^  feet  run.     That  is  forward  of  the  wheel. 

Question.  Is  No.  40  sound  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  is  sound.  No.  41,  carling;  No.  42^  carling; 
No.  43,  spring  beam,  white  oak,  14  by  10,  kneed  at  both  ends,  knees 
6  inches,  3  feet  run;  No.  44,  carling,  6  by  5;  No.  45,  carling;  No.  46, 
carling.  All  the  timber  there  is  perfectly  soand.  No.  47,  beam, 
sound,  10  by  11,  kneed  at  both  ends,  knees  6  inches  thick,  3  feet  run, 
six  bolts;  one  pair  diagonal  braces  start  from  this  knee,  run  to  bilge 
keelson,  bolted  together  with  four  bolts  where  they  cross.  No.  48  and 
No.  49,  carlings,  sound;  that  is,  between  the  machinery  and  the  boiler. 
No.  50,  beam,  10  by  8,  four  knees,  6  bolts  to  each  end,  24  in  all;  Nos. 
51,  52,  53,  54,  and  55,  carlings;  No.  56,  guard  beam,  7  by  7,  kneed, 
4  feet  3  inches  run,  (it  is  very  long,)  bolted  with  6  bolts;  Nos.  57,  58, 
59,  60,  and  61,  carlings;  No.  62,  guard  beam,  7  by  8,  oak,  kneed,  | 
bolts,  4  feet  run,  2  feet  throat;  No.  64,  guard  beam,  8  by  10,  kneed 
at  both  ends,  decayed  at  one  end;  my  remark  made  at  the  time  is, 
''though  not  to  injure  the  strength  of  it."  There  is  a  decayed  place 
between  these  knees,  though  it  is  not  sufficient  to  injure  it  There 
is  a  knee  on  each  side  on  the  outside,  so  that  even  if  it  were  cut  off 
it  would  not  get  away.  Nos.  65  and  66,  carlings;  No.  67,  beam,  12 
by  7,  kneed  at  both  ends,  8  bolts,  5^  feet  run;  Nos.  68  and  69,  car- 
lings. 

Question.  Was  that  beam  67  decayed  ? 

Answer.  li  was.  There  was  a  little  hole;  it  seemed  to  be  a  hde 
under  the  floor.  That  beam  runs  forward  of  the  boiler  hatch  under 
the  gangway.  There  is  a  hole  in  there  where  you  could  get  in  a 
couple  of  inches.  Nos.  68  and  69,  carlings;  No.  70,  beam,  10  by  7, 
with  diagonal  braces  like  the  former,  10  by  6  inches,  of  oak;  Noa.  71, 
72,  73,  and  74,  carlings;  No.  75,  beam,  10  by  7,  oak;  Nos.  76,  77,78, 
and  79,  carlings;  No.  80,  beam,  8  inches  by  6;  Nos.  81,  82,  83,  and 
84,  carlings;  No.  85,  beam,  8  by  6;  Nos.  86  and  87,  carlings;  No.  88, 
beam,  7  by  6;  that  is  the  last  beam;  Nos.  89,  90,  and  91,  carlings. 
No.  91  is  the  last  one. 

Question.  Had  these  beams  and  carlings  been  repaired? 

Answer.  They  had  to  a  certain  extent.  Those  that  had  been  re- 
paired I  noted. 

Question.  How  many  beams  had  been  repaired? 

Answer.  I  think  there  were  two  beams  pieced.  Two  beams  were 
repaired. 

Question.  How  many  did  you  find  decayed  ? 

Answer.  I  found  three  of  these  beams  decayed,  besides  those 
pieced.     Five  in  all  I  found  decayed. 

Question.  How  many  carlings  did  you  find  pieced  ? 

Answer.  A  great  many  of  these  carlings  were  pieced  from  the 
outside. 

Question.  Were  these  pieced  lately? 
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Answer.  No,  sir;  before  the  boat  came  on  her  dock. 

Question.  She  has  not  undergone  repairs  since  she  has  been  at 
Philadelphia? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  she  lying  at  Philadelphia  now? 

Answer.  I  think  she  is  lying  at  Wilmington. 

Question.  How  many  of  these  carlings  had  been  repaired? 

Answer.  I  call  it  '^pieced''  under  the  guards. 

Question.  How  many  were '* pieced?" 

Answer.  Forty. 

Question.  Were  they  pieced  at  both  ends  ? 

Answer.  Not  all  of  them.  There  are  forty  on  the  starboard  side 
of  the  boat. 

Question.  How  many  carlings  had  been  pieced  on  the  other  side? 

Answer.  Thirty-three. 

Question.  Those  you  say  had  been  pieced  under  the  guards? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  to  make  that  piecing  thorough  the  pieces 
had  been  run  through  and  through.  That  is  the  common  way  on 
steamboats. 

Question.  You  say  these  carlings  averaged  how  may  inches? 

Answer.  Four  by  six  inches.     Boats  usually  carry  two  by  six. 

Question.  What  were  they  pieced  for? 

Answer.  To  strengthen  the  guards. 

Question.  Was  it  because  they  were  decayed? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  because  many  of  them  were  not  decayed. 

Question.  Why  were  they  pieced? 

Answer.  Because  the  boat  had  been  run  on  to  something.  She  had 
been  ran  on  the  dock,  and  in  doing  it  she  broke  out  forty-five  feet. 

Question.  This  boat  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  We  run  her  in  and  broke  off  forty-five;  we  had 
to  put  in  the  ends  of  them,  and  had  to  repair  them. 

Question.  You  broke  off  forty-five  carlings  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  we  put  in  forty- five  feet  of  new  beam. 

Question.  Why  did  you  piece  these  carlings? 

Answer.  I  did  not  piece  them,  when  you  come  to  that.  They  were 
pieced  before  the  boat  came  from  her  old  route .  It  is  frequently 
done  even  to  a  new  boat. 

Question.  She  had  been  pieced  before  she  came  to  New  York  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  We  have  not  pieced  her  any,  except  when  she 
was  run  on  a  dock  in  consequence  of  a  mistake  between  the  captain 
and  engineer. 

Question.  These  carlings  had  been  pieced  before  she  came  to  New 
York? 

Answer.  Yea,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  when  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  why  they  had  been  pieced  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  why;  I  do  not  know  why. 
When  one  is  broken  you  have  to  piece  it  and  repair  it. 

Question.  Were  these  broken  ?  r^         T 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QnestioD.  In  all  instances  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  in  many  instances  they  were.  Where  they  were 
not  broken  many  of  them  were  rotten  at  that  place. 

Question.  Some  were  broken  and  others  rotten,  and  so  pieced  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  were  they  pieced  ? 

Answer.  They  were  pieced  by  running  one  piece  on  each  side  of 
the  broken  one,  running  through  within  the  hull  of  the  vessel  and 
bolted  thiough. 

Question.  Then  that  would  not  apply  to  these  that  were  broken  off? 

Answer.  Not  if  they  were  taken  out.  The  piece  was  generally 
three  by  two  inches  of  oak.  In  many  cases  the  old  piece  is  left  in, 
even  if  broken. 

Question.  Were  new  pieces  put  on  both  sides  in  all  instances  ? 

Answer.  Not  in  all;  but  you  will  see  it  by  these  lines. 

Question.  State  whether  two  pieces  were  put  on  each  carling  in  all 
instances. 

Answer.  No,  sir;  there  are  in  eight  cases  on  the  starboard  side 
and  five  on  the  larboard  side. 

Question.  In  twelve  out  of  the  seventy-five  that  had  been  pieced 
two  pieces  were  put  on  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  a  piece  on  each  side. 

Question.  That  was  plank  ? 

Answer.  It  was  oak  timber,  three  by  six.    The  supposition  is  that 
these  had  been  broken  when  they  were  sound.     If  they  had  been 
rotten  they  could  not  have  pieced  with  more  than  one.     Sometimes, 
in  piecing  a  vessel  of  that  kind,  if  they  lap  on  the  deck  plank — ^if 
they  piece  the  deck  plank — we  there  put  in  two. 

Question.  You  say  there  were  five  of  these  beams  decayed,  and 
two  of  them  had  been  pieced  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  done  before  she  came  to  New  York? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  never  had  one  been  pieced  afterwards  ? 

Answer.  None  of  the  beams  were  pieced  after  she  came  to  New 
York;  ;t  was  not  known  that  they  were  unsound. 

Question.  Her  beams  had  not  been  examined  after  she  came  from 
New  York  ? 

Answer.  Not  in  the  cabin — not  to  take  off  the  casing.  In  the  for- 
ward cabin  it  covers  these  up. 

Question.  In  some  of  these  timbers  did  you  not  find  a  good  deal  of 
decay  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  you  could  not  tell,  because  the  soldiers  had 
torn  it  out  and  carried  it  off,  and  some  of  it  was  only  discolored  that 
was  sound. 

Question.  How  many  of  these  main  timbers  did  you  find  that  were 
a  good  deal  decayed  ?  Were  some  of  the  main  timbers  in  the  aft 
cabin  very  much  deca;yed  ? 

Answer.  I  found  four  of  them  considerably  decayed  s^d  one  that 
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was  less  decayed.  In  that  beam  (No.  30)  on  the  larboard  side  I  did 
not  consider  the  decay  sufficient  to  affect  the  strength  of  it,  from  the 
manner  in  which  these  knees  are  pnt  on.  It  would  not  affect  it  ma- 
terially; it  would  affect  it  some.     The  beam  is  left  large  there. 

Question.  Were  the  plank  on  her  deck  decayed  ? 

Answer.  They  were,  sir. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  repairs  made  upon  this  vessel  about  the 
Ist  of  November? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  at  what  time  ? 

Answer.  From  the  1st.    1  went  on  her,  perhaps,  the  second  day. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  upon  her? 

Answer.  I  was  on  her  up  to  the  9th  of  December.  On  the  9th  of 
December  she  sailed,  and  I  left  for  another  boat.  I  made  forty  days 
from  November  1st  on  that  boat.  I  sometimes  made  more  than  one 
day,  as  we  were  anxious  to  get  her  off,  and  were  sometimes  com- 

Eelled  to  work  over  hours.  She  went  on  the  ways  at  Jersey  City  to 
ave  her  garboards  taken  out  and  sponsons  put  on. 

Question.  What  did  your  repairs  consist  of?  You  first  took  out 
her  planks  and  cleared — ^what  ? 

Answer.  Cleared  her  limber  chains  on  the  decks;  then  we  put  on 
sponsons.  They  are  braces  running  from  the  water-line  to  the  guards, 
to  protect  the  guards  and  to  make  her  stand  up ;  make  her  crank  in 
a  heavy  sea;  that  is,  to  make  her  stiff,  buoyant.  Those  aft  were  slat 
sponsons.  They  were  put  on  in  strips,  to  let  the  water  pass  in  and 
out  in  case  she  shipped  a  sea,  or  anything  of  the  kind. 

Question.  What  other  repairs  were  made  ? 

Answer.  We  put  in  new  coal-bunkers  below,  and  did  anything 
that  was  necessary.  We  laid  a  new  floor  aft — a  new  lower  deck  floor 
amidships. 

Question.  What  else  ? 

Answer.  Thei*e  were  various  repairs.  Everything  that  wanted  to 
be  done  we  did. 

Question.  State  whatever  you  did. 

Answer.  We  repaired  the  doors  and  windows,  and  put  in  new  deck 
plank  where  we  supposed  it  was  wanted. 

Question.  In  which  part  of  the  vessel  did  you  put  in  new  deck 
plank  ? 

Answer.  We  put  in  new  deck  plank  amidships  and  aft. 

Question.  Are  you  sure  of  that? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  On  the  upper  deck  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  on  the  main  deck. 

Question.  Were  those  repairs  done  under  your  direction  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  directed  what  repairs  should  be  made  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Dewy,  of  the  firm  of  Smith  &  Dewy,  and  myself  and 
Mr.  Richardson. 

Question.  Had  you  the  sole  direction  of  affairs  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  at  first.     Dewey  &  Smith  had. 
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Question.  Are  they  owners  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  shipbuilders.     They  commenced  before  I  did. 

Question.  Your  principal  repairs  were  the  clearing  out  of  her  lim* 
ber  chains  and  putting  on  her  sponsons  ? 

Answer.  That  was  done  under  Michael  Anderson. 

Question.  Your  repairs  consisted  of  that  and  repairing  the  floor 
amidships  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Your  other  repairs  were  trivial? 

Answer.  They  were  general  repairs  around  the  boat. 

Question.  Not  aifecting  the  strength,  but  the  convenience  and  com- 
fort of  the  boat  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  men  had  you  with  you  ? 

Answer.  I  should  judge  they  would  average  four:  never  less  than 
two. 

Question.  Did  those  other  three  men  average  as  much  time  as  yoa 
did? 

Answer.  Just  about.    There  were  probably  two  men  at  wcH*k  longer. 

Question.  What  men  were  those  ? 

Answer.  Carpenters  and  joiners. 

Question.  She  had  no  repairs  on  her  from  the  time  she  oame  around 
to  New  York  until  you  commenced  in  November  ? 

Answer.  She  came  around  to  New  York  in  September,  and  these 
hands  came  on  before  I  did.  When  her  engine  was  repaired  they 
took  out  everything  about  her  engine  that  could  be  taken  out-,  and 
her  boiler  was  repaired. 

Question.  But  I  am  inquiring  about  the  repairs  on  tlie  hull.  She 
sailed  very  soon  after  you  got  through  your  repairs  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  she  painted  ? 

Answer.  She  was  not,  to  my  knowledge.  She  was  not  painted 
while  I  was  on  board. 

Question.  Have  you  any  idea  what  the  expense  of  these  repairs 
was? 

Answer.  I  have  »  very  good  knowledge,  I  should  judge,  from  the 
fact  of  my  knowing  what  the  bill  was-^from  the  fact  of  hearing  the 
man  say  what  his  bill  of  repairs  was. 

Question.  What  man  ? 

Answer.  Of  the  firm  of  Smith  &  Dewey.  Their  bill  was  $700,  or 
nearly  that. 

Question.  What  was  that  for  ? 

Answer.  Lumber  furnished.     By  the  way,  I  overhauled  her  wheels. 

Question.  What  was  your  bill  ? 

Answer.  My  bill  was  $80,  but  I  boarded  on  board. 

Question.  What  were  the  other  mechanics'  bills  ?  Were  they  the 
same  as  yours? 

Answer.  Some  were  less;  none  more. 

Question.     Then  the  bill  of  Smith  A  Dewey  was  the  principal  bill  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  principal  bill  for  the  woodwork. 
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Question.  Did  theirs  inclnde  the  timber  fnniished  ? 

Answer.  It  did,  most  of  it. 

Question.  Was  Smith  &  Dewey's  bill  principally  for  timber  for- 
Dished  ? 

Answer.  They  furnished  more  lumber  than  timber,  I  should  judge. 
I  know  one  young  man  Mr.  Dewey  sent  that  worked  with  me,  and  we 
made  about  the  same  time  together. 

Question.  Who  furnished  the  timber  for  the  vessel  ? 
.  Answer.  Each  man,  as  a  general  thing,  furnished  his  own  timber. 
Mr.  Alison  furnished  the  timber  for  his  work — that  is,  the  sponsons. 
Dewey  &  Smith  furnished  the  timber  on  which  I  worked. 

Question.  What  timber  ? 

Answer.  All  that  was. necessary — ^boards,  planks,  joists,  Ac,  for  the 
deck.  There  was  also  a  large  quantity  of  timber  brought  from  the 
aouth  that  was  picked  up.  When  she  was  in  the  hands  of  the  gov- 
ernment before  in  the  south,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  timber  thai 
was  picked  up  at  sea.     They  used  that. 

Question.  Then  you  make  her  bill  ibr  repairs  to  amount  to  some- 
thing over  $1,000  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  for  wood-work.  Mr.  Alison's  bill  for  sponsons 
was  about  $1,500,  he  told  me.  He  said  that  it  would  be  just  about 
«1,500. 

Question.  What  else  was  there  7 

Answer.  That,  I  should  think,  is  about  all;  but  I  cannot  state  with 
positiveness. 

Question.  Then  your  idea  is  that  the  repairs  on  the  hull  amounted 
to  about  $2,500? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  expense  on  the  engine? 

Answer.  I  heard  from  one  of  Mr.  Growbanks's  hands  that  his  bill 
was  over  ^,000.  I  don't  know  anything  about  it  of  my  own  knowl- 
edge. 

Question.  At  the  time  of  these  repairs  no  examination  was  made  of 
the  deck-beams  or  carlines  ? 

Answer.  We  could  see  the  beams. 

Question.  But  no  examination  with  a  view  to  repairs  was  made  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  as  we  passed  along  and  saw  what  was  needed, 
we  did  it.  We  could  see  every  cme  forward;  they  were  not  cased, 
and  we  repaired  them.  Wherever  it  was  necessary  to  put  down 
deck,  we  had  to  have  something  to  spike  to,  and  if  a  timber  to  spike 
to  was  gone,  we  always  put  one  in.  Where  these  pieces  were  put 
in  it  was  not  necessary. 

Question.  What,  in  your  judgment,  would  a  new  boat  of  the  class 
of  the  Niagara  cost  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose,  from  forty  to  fifty  thousand  dollars.  I  only 
judge  from  what  I  have  known  of  what  other  similar  boats  cost.  I 
think  this  boat,  when  built,  w^  worth  $50,000,  perhaps  more.  She 
was  built  on  the  lake.  Her  engine  and  boiler  were  built  in  New 
York,  and  New  York  men  went  on  and  did  the  joiner's  work.  But  I 
do  not  know  her  history,  from  my  own  knowledge. 
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Qaestion.  You  can  add  anything  further  that  yon  desire/ to  what 
you  have  already  said. 

Answer.  I  believe  something  has  been  said  about  her  model;  that 
it  was  not  a  good  model;  not  fit  to  go  to  sea.  We  consider  her  a  very 
good  model.    She  is  of  a  much  better  model  than  most  boats. 

Question.  Is  her  model  that  of  an  inland  rather  than  a  sea-going 
steamer  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  she  is  not  the  model  of  a  steamship.  But  her 
model  is  a  very  good  one.  You  know  the  three  qualities  considered 
necessary  for  a  good  model  are  a  fine  line  on  her  bow,  a  clear  run, 
and  a  wide  transom;  and  she  has  all  those. 

Question.  It  has  been  suggested  by  Mr.  Bichardson  that  you  ex- 
plain the  peculiarity  of  her  frame. 

Answer.  Her  planking  is  put  on  in  a  diagonal  manner;  that  is,  her 
ceiling  inside  of  the  planking  is  put  on  in  a  diagonal  manner,  to 
strengthen  it. 

Question.  She  was  planked  in  reference  to  strength  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  She  also  carries  a  large  hog^rame.  I  will  ex- 
plain it. 

Mr.  MoBRiLL.  I  understand  what  it  is.  She  has  a  hog-frame^ 
which  is  usual  for  such  boats  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  remarkably  strong,  with  iron  braces,  and  going 
inside  of  the  planking.  It  is  bolted  through  from  the  outside.  She 
also  carries  timber' heads*  She  carries  all  these,  made  in  a  proper 
manner,  and  fastened  in  a  proper  manner. 

Question.  All  this  you  understand  to  be  usual  and  common  to  such 
boats? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  although  these  are  made  particularly  in  refer- 
ence to  strength. 

Mr.  Morrill.     I  think  she  was  originally  a  well-built  boat^ 

Witness.  I  think  so  too.  Many  of  her  timbers  are  much  larger 
than  common.  With  your  permission,  I  will  leave  the  two  diagrams 
to  which  1  have  referred,  (A  and  B,)  and  a  memorandum  explanatory 
of  them,  as  part  of  my  testimony. 

Notes  in  connepdon  with  plans  of  huH  and  deck  of  steamer  Niagara. 

1st.  ThehvU. — Keel  of  oak,  11  inches,  and  perfectly  sound ;  tim- 
bers, 10  by  10,  mostly  oak,  and  all  sound;  spaces  between  timbers,  14 
inches;  main  keelson,  14  by  12,  oak,  sound;  two  side-keelsons,  14  by 
12,  each,  oak,  sound;  two  bed-plate  sills,  sound;  two  bilge -keelsons, 
oak,  sound;  clamp,  17  by  6,  bolted  every  foot  with  screw-bolts  from 
the  outside  through  the  timbers;  four  diagonal  braces  from  clamp  to 
keelson,  of  oak,  10  by  7,  bolted  each  with  four  bolts  at  the  crossings, 
locked  in  at  the  sides  under  the  beam,  represented  by  pencil  lines  on 
the  plan. 

2d.  The  main  deck. — Single  lines  represent  the  carlines.  Double 
lines  represent  the  timbers.  Double  lines  in  red  on  the  carlines  rep- 
resent additions  made  to  strengthen  the  carlines  where  they  had  de- 
cayed under  the  guards.     These  are  of  oak,  cedar,  and  pine. 
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The  letter  K  indicates  the  localities  of  the  knees,  the  sizes  of  which 
are  5  feet  to  2^  feet  the  mn,  and  2^  feet  to  10  inches  across  the 
throat,  all  bolted  with  heavy  screw-bolts,  six  to  nine  bolts  to  each 
knee. 

Between  carline  21  and  timber  27  was'stowed  thirty  tons'  weight  of 
coal,  ammunition,  Jtc^  and  remained  there  from  the  time  of  leaving 
New  York  till  being  removed  in  Philadelphia  a  few  days  since,  and 
no  signs  of  weakness  shown. 

Beams  and  carlines  all  sound  except  those  that  are  marked  other- 
wise, and  part  of  those  only  slightly  decayed. 

[For  diagrams  see  original.] 


Washington,  Monday,  Jaimxry  12,  1863. 
A.  J.  Richardson  appeared  again,  and  testified  further  as  follows: 

EosawxHed  hy  Mr.  MorrUl. 

Question.  If  you  desire  to  make  any  further  statement  before  this 
committee,  yon  can  do  so  now. 

Answer.  In  relation  to  the  decayed  timber  found  in  the  Niagara,  I 
discovered,  upon  examination,  that  it  is  all  found  under  what  is  called 
the  main  gangway  of  the  boat. 

Mr.  Morrill.  We  have  had  a  particular  description  of  each 
piece  of  timber  in  your  vessel  from  your  witness,  Mr.  White. 

The  Witness.  This  is  an  important  fact.  This  gangway  being  an 
exposed  place,  and  the  carlines  being  cased,  the  casing  held  the 
water,  which  is  the  secret  of  the  decay  of  those  carlines. 

Question.  You  account  for  their  decay  in  that  way  7 

Answer.  Tes,  sir.  I  speak  of  that  on  account  of  your  having  sug* 
gested  when  you  (Mr.  Morrill)  saw  the  vessel,  that  it  was  a  fair  infer- 
ence  that  those  being  decayed,  all  the  others  in  that  room  were  de« 
cayed. 

Question.  They  are  all  decayed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  they  are  pieced,  and  by  this  piecing  they 
are  made  stronger  than  they  were  originally.  These  carlines  along 
the  guards  had  been  repaired  with  the  intention  of  being  made  as 
strong  as  they  were  originally. 

Question.  Did  you  put  those  repairs  on  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where? 

Answer.  At  Quebec.  Most  of  them  I  put  on  myself.  They  were 
defective,  not  from  decay,  but  from  the  vessel  having  been  run  against 
the  dock.  In  relation  to  the  value  of  this  boat,  the  price  paid  is  no 
criterion  of  her  value  in  New  York. 

Question.  Where  was  she  when  you  bought  her  ? 

Answer.  On  Lake  Ontario.  She  is  one  of  six  boats  that  be- 
longed to  the  American  Line,  as  it  was  called,  three  of  which  this 
company  sold,  including  the  Niagara,  for  the  reason  that  they  had 
not  business  to  support  them.     On  the  lake,  farat^^i^yi^QS  J^ejLQa" 
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coast,  tbey  had  comparatively  little  value  if  they  could  not  be  profit- 
ably emploj'ed  thei-e,  on  iaccount  of  the  distance  and  the  great  risk  in 
getting  them  to  the  sea-coast  These  boats  had  to  go  down  the  rapids 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  risk  was  very  great.  The  change  of 
the  location  of  the  boats  changed  the  value  of  the  boats.  One  of 
these  boats  that  was  sold  on  the  lakes  for  $17,000,  was  brought 
around  here  and  sold  to  the  government  for  $70,000,  as  I  had  it  from 
the  captain  of  the  vessel. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  government  made  a  good  bargain  in 
that? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  she  has  been  a  profitable  boat.  She  is  the 
Northerner.  She  is  doing  a  great  deal  of  work.  She  is  the  same 
classed  boat  as  the  Niagara.  She  has  been  running  outside  here  all 
the  time.  I  was  offered,  before  the  Niagara  reached  New  York, 
$24,000  for  her;  that  was  before  I  put  these  last  repairs  on  her.  In 
relation  to  the  cause  of  the  boat  going  into  Philadelphia,  I  thought  it 
might  be  important  for  me  to  state  that. 

Question.  How  did  you  ascertain  that?    You  were  not  on  board. 

Answer.  I  have  it  from  the  captain  himself.  I  can  state  what  he 
says.  Captain  Dorry  says,  after  he  got  the  blow-pipe  repaired  he  was 
about  to  proceed  to  sea,  when  the  colonel  and  other  officers  protested 
against  it.  The  captain  then  said  he  should  be  at  Fortress  Monroe 
the  next  morning.  The  officers  then  signed  a  protest  in  writing,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 

''On  Board  the  Steamer  Niagara, 

''December  14,  1862. 

*'  The  undersigned  officers  of  the  60th  regiment  Massachusetts  vol* 
unteer  militia,  after  due  deliberation  and  taking  full  and  true  testi- 
mony of  competent  witnesses,  do  judge  and  decide  this  transport  is 
unseaworthy  with  her  present  freight  and  passengers,  and  that  we 
ought  to  make  the  nearest  port;  and,  furthermore,  do  protest  against 
going  to  sea. 

*'C.  P.  MESSER,  CoUmd. 

''J.  A.  LOCKE.  Lieuienatd  Cohnd. 

*' JOHN  HODGES,  Jr.,  Moffor. 

**WM,  COGSWELL,  Surgeon.'' 

Question.  You  think  that  determined  the  captain  to  go  in  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  By  the  conditions  of  the  charter  the  captain 
was  obliged  to  obey  the  officers  of  the  government  on  board  his  vessel. 
He,  of  course,  could  not  proceed  to  sea  after  receiving  that  protest. 
The  captain  assures  me  that  he  should  have  gone  to  sea  but  for  the 
receipt  of  this  protest. 

In  relation  to  the  model  of  this  boat,  from  whA  I  have  heard  out- 
side  

Mr.  Morrill.  There  is  no  question  about  that.  She  seems  to 
have  been  a  boat  of  a  good  model  of  her  class.  I  suppose  she  was 
made  for  inland  navigation  ? 

Answer.  She  was  made  for  the  lakes  where  they  try  boats  as  much 
as  on  our  coast.     She  is  not  a  sea  steamer,  but  she  is  sp4horoughly 
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built  and  so  strong  a  vessel  that  she  would  be  pronounced,  I  think, 
by  competent  men,  suitable  for  the  purpose  for  which  she  was  taken 
up. 

Question.  For  what  ? 

Answer.  To  run  on  the  coast. 

Question.  To  go  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  know  where  she  was  going  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  but  we  knew  she  was  going  on  the  coast;  we  did 
not  know  where;  but  the  charter  stipulated  that  she  should  go  where- 
ever  required  to  any  port  this  side  of  the  Gulf,  or  in  the  Gulf,  or  to 
the  West  Indies,  I  think. 

Question.  Your  papers  are  for  ioland  navigation  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    That  was  all  we  asked.     When  I  purchased 
^ler,  I  purchased  her  for  an  inland  route,  and  that  was  all  I  asked; 
but  the  government  inspectors  inspected  her  for  another  purpose. 

Question.  How  does  that  appear  ? 

Answer.  By  Commodore  Van  Brunt  and  Mr.  Haswell. 

Question.  Did  they  kiK)w  where  she  was  going  ? 

Answer.  They  knew  she  was  going  on  the  coast,  and  coastwise  is 
considered  inland.  The  requirements  of  the  inspector  (Mr.  Zane)  at 
Philadelphia  were  very  slight.  His  requirements  of  the  owner  were 
that  I  should  put  some  new  deck  plank,  timbers,  and  carlines  on  the 
boat  before  ^be  proceeded  to  sea.  That  is  indefinite,  and  I  went  to 
him  to  ascertain  what  he  meant.  He  said  wherever  they  were  needed 
they  should  be  put  in  before  she  went  to  sea. 

Question.  That  was  before  he  made  the  examination  concerning 
which  he  gave  testimony.  His  notice  to  you  says,  ^'Said  vessel  needs 
new  deck  plank,  beams,  and  carlines." 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  it  does  not  indicate  what  he  means  by  that, 
and  I  went  to  see  what  he  did  mean.  By  that  expression  he  might 
require  me  to  take  out  the  whole  deck  and  all  the  timbers.  But  he 
told  me  that  he  simply  meant  by  this  that  wherever  there  was  a  de- 
cayed carline,  deck  plank,  or  timber,  it  should  be  put  in. 

I  am  willing  to  take  this  boat  myself,  on  my  own  responsibility, 
and  send  her  anywhere  in  the  Gulf,  or  this  side  of  the  Gulf,  for  the 
use  of  the  government;,  and  if  she  arrives  there  safely,  they  may 
take  her  and  pay  me  what  they  please;  and  if  not,  they  may  pay  me 
nothing — such  is  my  confidence  in  the  ability  of  the  boat  to  perform 
the  work  required  of  her  at  this  time.  My  officers  are  quite  willing 
to  undertake  it — to  take  all  the  risk  of  their  own  lives. 

One  word  in  explanation  of  this  drawing,  (diagram  B,  in  testimony 
of  Henry  R.  White.)  The  drawing  of  the  main  deck  of  the  Niagara 
shows  the  repairs  of-  carlines  in  the  after  part  of  the  boat,  extending 
only  under  the  guards  to  the  hull  of  the  vessel ;  whereas  it  should 
represent  them  as  extending  inside  of  the  hull  to  the  distance  of  from 
two  to  three  feet. 

A.  J.  RICHARDSON. 
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3d  Seaman,     f  1    No.  76. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Jamvaxt  16,  18C3.— Ordetad  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  PoKBROT  submitted  the  following 

REPORT. 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  opinion  (f  the  Court 
of  Claims  in  the  caae  (f  James  Preston  Beck,  administraior  of  Preston 
Beck,  jr.,  deceased,  report: 

The  material  facts  in  this  case,  as  claimed  in  the  petition  to  the 
court,  are  as  follows  : 

Brent  &  Beck,  merchants  at  Santa  F^,  New  Mexico,  in  1849,  were 
the  owners  of  134  mules  and  horses,  valued  at  $75  each.  The  ani- 
mals were  in  charge  of  their  herders,  about  twelve  miles  from  Santa 
Fe,  when,  on  September  12,  1849,  a  small  party  of  Navajo  Indians 
took  and  carried  away  with  force  and  violence  the  said  animals,  for 
which  no  compensation  has  been  made.  In  1851  they  filed  their 
petition  with  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  stating  all  the 
necessary  facts,  and  praying  the  relief  provided  by  the  intercourse 
act  of  1834.  That  act  provides  ^ '  that  if  any  Indian  or  Indians  belong- 
ing to  any  tribe  in  amity  toith  the  United  States  shall  take,  steal,  or 
destroy  any  horse,  horses,  or  other  property,  belonging  to  any  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  such  citizen,  «&c.,  may  make  application  to 
the  proper  superintendent,  who,  upon  being  furnished  with  the 
necessary  documents  and  proofs,  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi* 
dent,  make  application  to  the  nation  or  tribe  to  which  such  Indian  or' 
Indians  shall  belong  for  satisfaction;  failing  to  obtain  which,  the 
*' United  States  guarantee  to  the  party  so  injured  an  eventual  indem* 
nification,''  provided  the  injured  party  shall  in  no  way  violate  the 
provisions  of  the  act  by  seeking  or  attempting  to  obtain  private  satis- 
faction  or  revenge.  This  provision  was  repealed  by  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  February  28,  1859,  (11  Statute,  402.) 

This  claim,  with  243  others  of  a  similar  character,  was  rejected  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  on  two  grounds: 

1.  **That  they  were  not  shown  to  have  been  committed  by  Indians 
in  amity  with  the  United  States,  and  upon  parties  lawfully  in  the 
Indian  country." 

2.  ' '  That  the  testimony  is  of  an  ex  parte  character,  the  claimants  tes- 
tifying the  one  for  the  other,  and  the  parties  being  j^fepjjyiipknpwpi^" 
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The  amoQDtof  all  the  daims  for  Indian  depredatron?  in  New  Mexioa 
embraced  in  this  report  of  the  Commissioner  is  $502,986.  These 
claims  are  similar  in  their  character,  and  are  sustained  by  evidence  of 
similar  dignity.  This  case  may  therefore  be  regarded  as  a  precedent 
for  all  the  others,  and  as  involving  the  legal  or  equitable  responsibility 
of  the  government  to  the  amount  of  half  a  million  of  dollars. 

To  charge  the  government  with  the  paymenl  of  so  large  a  sum,  or 
any  sum,  under  the  special  provisions  of  a  statute,  it  is  clearly  neces* 
sary  that  the  case  should  be  brought  within  the  statute  in  all  respects 
by  clear  and  competent  evidencet 

The  act  requires  that  the  proper  superintendent  be  *' furnished 
with  the  necessary  documents  and  proofs"  before  application  could 
be  made  to  the  nation  or  tribe  for  satisfactioOf  and  before  a  right  to 
indemnity  from  the  treasury  should  accrue.  In  this  case,  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs  decided  that  the  alleged  depredation  was 
^*  not  shown  to  have  been  committed  by  Indians  in  amity  with  the 
United  States  or  upon  parties  lawfully  within  the  Indian  country," 
and  did  *^not,  therefore^  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  intercourse 
act;"  and  further,  that  the  testimony  waa  all  of  an  ex  parte  character, 
and  incompetent  to  sustain  the  allegations.  This  ruling  of  the  Com- 
missioner must  be  presmied  to  have  been  sastatned  by  the  President, 
as  he  did  not  deem  it  to  be  his  duty  to  direct  the  application  to  be 
made  to  the  tribe  for  satisfaction. 

Was  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  or  the  President  the  proper 
and  final  authority  contemplated  by  the  act  for  deciding  upon  the  com- 
petency of  the  ^*  proo&"  to  be  furnished  to  them,  and  upon  which  their 
subsequent  action  in  the  execution  of  the  law  was  to  be  founded  ?  If 
so,  (and  it  is  not  perceived  how  any  other  construction  can  be  put 
upon  the  act, )  their  decision  that  the  *  *  necessary  proofs ' '  had  not  been 
furnished  concludes  the  legal  rights  of  the  parties  to  indemnity  from 
the  United  States.  This  particular  point  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  made  in  the  trial  before  the  Court  of  Claims. 

The  evidence  submitted  to  the  court  was  the  same  as  that  pre- 
viously presented  to  the  department,  and  which  was  deemed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  two  successive  Commissioners  of  Indian 
Affairs,  who  specially  examined  the  subject,  ae  too  ''meagre  in  sub- 
stance and  irregular  in  form  "  to  enable  them  to  judge  of  their  merits. 

In  this  case  the  only  witness  who  testifies  to  the  material  facts,  from 
his  personal  knowledge,  is  Isidro  MontoUa,  and  of  hia  credibility  there 
is  no  evidence  or  certificate  of  any  kind.  In  his  first  affidavit,  made  in 
September,  1851,and  submitted  as  ''proof"  in  the  application  to  the  de- 
partment, he  states  that  "Brent  &  Beck,  on  the  12th  day  of  September, 
1849,  had  about  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  head  oi  animals  at  their 
grazing  camp  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  about  ten  miles  from 
Santa  Fe,  consisting  of  mules,  horses,  mares,  and  jackasses,  of  an  aver- 
age value  at  the  time  of  $65;  but  the  precise  number  of  mules,  horses, 
mares,  and  jackasses,  he  does  not  remember,  but  there  were  more 
mules  than  any  other  kind.  Said  affiant  further  states  that  he  was 
present  on  the  12th  of  September,  1849,  at  the  grazing  camp  afore- 
said, of  the  said  Brent  A  Beck,  and  saw  a  party  of  ^Navajo  Jndians, 
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about  fliztoen  in  namber,  dash  id  amoogat  said  males,  Ac,  and  forci- 
bly steal,  take,  and  drive  away  towards  the  Navajo  conntry  afore-^ 
said  to  the  numl^er  of  135.'' 

In  his  testimonyy  taken  before  the  commismoner  of  the  Conrt  of 
Claims  in  Angust,  1857,  he  says:  That  about  the  lOth  or  12th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1849,  he  was  coming  from  hia  ranoh  and  perceived  ten  or 
twelve  Navi^  Indians  watehing  the  herd  of  mntea  and  animals. 
The  Indians  attacked  and  wounded  hira  so  that  he  fell  with  his  fao9 
upon  the  grond  and  lay  as  if  dead,  and  thinking  be  shonld  die.  A 
little  afterwards  he  got  np,  and,  looking  around,  saw  the  Indians  sur> 
roonding  and  collecting  the  mnles  and  animala,  and  he  thinks  there 
were  about  a  hnndred  head*  He  says;  '^I  saw  the  mnles  and  ani^- 
mala  distinctly,  but  did  not  get  near  enoiogh  to  them  to  give  an  exact 
ascovnt,'^ 

In  thin  deposition  be  does  not  say  that  the  animals  were  the  prop« 
erty  of  the  claimants.  In  hia  former  depoaitioB  he  stated  that  the 
transaction  occurred  about  ten  miles  from  Santa  Fi ;  in  the  latter  he 
states  it  from  twelve  to  fifteen  miles*  In  his  former  deposition  he  states 
the  number  of  animala  at  135:  in  the  bitter,  at  about  100.  And  the 
number  of  Indiana  is  first  stated  at  sixteen,  and  afterwards  at  ten  or 
twelve.  In  his  first  stalemeiEt  be  says,  being  upom  the  ground,  he 
saw  the  Indiana  "daah  in  among  said  mulesy  horses,  mares,  and  jack-* 
asses,''  and  steal,  take,  and  drive  away  towards  the  Navajo  country 
to  the  number  of  135 ;  but  says  nothing  of  being  thrown  upon  the 
ground,  or  of  his  not  being  near  enough  to  see  distinctly. 

These  diserepanciea  may  »ot  necesearily  be  fatal  to  the  credibility 
of  the  witness,  still,  aa  be  is  ti»e  only  witness  relied  on  to  prove  the 
material  facts,  and  no  evidence  of  his  credibility  is  furnished,  and  as 
he  was  wounded  Mid  left  for  dead  before  the  animals  were  taken,  and 
was  at  too  great  a  distance  to  give  an  exact  account,  it  is  not  surpria- 
ing  that  the  Secretary  ot  the  Interior  and  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  should  have  regarded  it  as  too  *' meagre"  to  enable  them  to 
form  an  intelligent  opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  the  case. 

Montolla  further  says,  '4t  was  as  much  aa  any  of  those  in  charge 
of  said  stock  could  do  to  save  their  lives.''  Why  are  not  the  state'* 
ments  of  these  persona  produced?  Their  knowledge  of  the  facts 
must  certainly  have  been  much  better  than  Montolla' s,  and  yet  their 
evidence  is  not  offered,  nor  ia  any  reason  assigned  for  its  absence. 

The  next  witness,  A.  Duval,  saya  he  was  interested  in  the  stock  in 
question;  does  not  say  that  he  had  ever  seen  the  animala;  did  not  see 
them  driven  off;  but,  being  told  by  a  Mexican  that  they  were  gone, 
he  got  a  party  of  Mexicans  and  Pueblo  Indians  and  pursued,  but  did 
not  overtake  them. 

The  only  other  witness  does  not  pretend  to  apy  knowle^e  of  the 
facts,  except  what  he  derived  from  Beck  A  Brent. 

The  law  upon  which  the  claim  is  founded  ia  the  intercourse  act  of 
1834,  already  cited.  The  evident  intent  and  purpose  of  that  act 
waa  to  provide  against  the  disturbance  of  existing  amicable  relations 
between  the  Indian  tribes  and  the  United  States,  growing  out  of  the 
lawless  acts  of  individuals  on  either  side.     It  held  Qiij^j^  Jud^QP^At 
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to  t^'  citizen  who  might  be  robbed  of  bis  property  by  lawless  In- 
diaw'to  do  what  it  was  his  duty  as  a  good  citizen  to  do  independ- 
ently of  the  law — that  is,  to  refrain  from  involving  the  country  in 
war  by  taking  the  law  in  his  own  hands  and  attempting  to  avenge 
his  own  wrongs.  Congress  has  never  recognized  the  general  prin* 
ciple  that  the  government  would  make  indemnity  for  Indian  depre* 
dations  any  more  than  for  those  committed  by  civilized  enemies. 
The  rights  under  this  act  are  therefore  restricted  and  limited  by  its 
express  provisions  and  intentions.  It  is  very  clear  that  the  reason 
of  the  act  does  not  apply  in  this  case.  A  state  of  hostilities  actually 
existed  and  had  existed  for  a  long  period.  The  governor  of  New 
Mexico,  at  the  head  of  a  military  force,  was  in  the  field  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  conquering  a  peace  with  the  Navajoes  at  the  time  this  trans- 
action occurred.  A  battle  was  fought  on  the  30th  of  August,  in  which 
one  of  the  Navajo  chiefs  was  killed,  which  resulted  in  a  treaty  of 
peace,  concluded  at  the  Valley  of  Ghielle,  nearly  300  miles  from  Santa 
Fe,  on  the  10th  September. 

This  treaty  was  not  knovm,  and  could  not  have  been  known,  at 
Santa  F6  for  several  weeks  subsequently  to  this  alleged  depredation; 
and  it  is  clearly  shown  by  the  evidence  in  the  case  that  a  state  of 
' '  amity ' '  did  not  supervene  for  considerable  time.  This  depredation, 
therefore,  was  not  committed  by  Indians  in  amity  with  the  United 
States.  Constructive  amity  will  not  satisfy  either  the  letter  or  tho 
spirit  of  the  law.  It  would  be  making  the  liability  of  the  govern- 
ment to  depend  upon  mere  chance,  and  subject  it  to  penalties  foi 
propftr  efforts  to  protect  its  citizens.  The  prosecution  of  a  success- 
ful camp'aign  into  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  country  and  compelling  a 
treaty  of  peace  would,  on  the  principle  assumed,  involve  the  gov- 
ernment in  the  liability  for  all  property  taken  or  destroyed  after 
the  date  of  the  treaty,  although  the  destruction  might  have  occurred 
through  the  ordinary  operations  of  the  war,  and  under  the  reasonable 
presumption  of  all  parties  that  the  laws  of  war  still  prevailed. 

It  cannot  be  contended  that  an  army  in  the  field  can  be  held  respon- 
sible, in  damages,  for  acts  committed  after  the  date  of  a  treaty  of  peace, 
of  which  they  have  had  no  notice.  And  if  a  commanding  general  can- 
not be  so  held,  neither  can  a  government  The  Navajoes,  therefore, 
were  not  liable  for  the  acts  of  their  warriors,  committed  in  the  prose- 
cution of  the  war,  before  the  publication  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  nor 
could  our  government  make  application  to  the  tribe  for  indemnity, 
as  contemplated  by  the  act. 

When  the  question  of  amity  rests  upon  a  treaty,  as  is  claimed  in 
this  case,  it  cannot  be  said  to  exist  until  the  parties  to  be  affected 
have  proper  notice. 

The  committee  arrive  at  the  following  conclusions,  viz  : 

1.  That  neither  the  ownership,  the  amount  of  property,  nor  the 
circumstances  of  the  alleged*  depredation  is  proved  by  competent  or 
reliable  evidence. 

2.  That  the  Navajo  tribe  of  Indians  were  not,  at  the  time,  '*in 
amity  with  the  United  States.'' 

3.  That  the  claim  ought  not  to  be  allowed.      Digitized  by  GoOqIc 


37th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  (  Rep.  Com. 

Sd  Seasim.      |  '  1     No.  77. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


JAM7AST  20,  1863.--Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Howe  made  the  following 

REPORT. 

[To  acoompRDy  bill  S.  No.  475.] 

TJie  Commitiee  on  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitixm  of  Albert 

Brown^  report : 

The  petitioner  claims  pay  for  one  hundred  army  wagons  manufac- 
tured for  the  government  under  a  contract  made  with  Messrs.  Morris 
k  Miller,  of  the  quartermaster's  department,  which  contract  was 
entered  into  on  the  first  of  July,  ISfil. 

The  wagons  were  to  be  built  according  to  specifications  contained 
in  the  contract,  which  are  very  full  and  minute. 

The  contract  contains  the  following  clauses: 

The  work  may  be  inspected  from  time  to  time,  as  it  progresses, 
by  an  officer  or  agent  of  the  quartermaster's  department,  and  none  of 
it  shall  be  painted  until  it  shall  have  been  inspected  and  approved  by 
said  officer  or  agent  authorized  to  inspect  it.  When  finished,  painted, 
and  accepted  by  an  officer  or  agent  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, and  delivered  as  herein  agreed,  they  shall  be  paid  for.  **The 
wagons,  boxes,  &c.,  are  to  be  stored  at  Kingston,  New  Hampshire, 
at  such  place  as  the  quartermaster  or  his  agent  fnay  designate,  and 
the  contractor  to  assist  in  taking  them  apart  for  shipping.  It  is 
agreed  that  forty  of  the  wagons,  complete,  shall  be  ready  for  deliv- 
ery on  or  before  the  31st  day  of  July,  1861,  and  the  remainder  on 
the  3l8t  day  of  August,  1861.'' 

The  evidence  in  the  case  shows  that  on  the  day  of  the  date  of  the 
contract  Major  Miller  appointed  Mr.  W.  C.  Patten,  of  Kingston,  the 
agent  of  the  department  to  inspect  the  wagons,  instructing  him,  at 
the  same  time,  in  writing,  how  to  inspect,  and  what  sort  of  a  certifi- 
cate to  give* 

On  the  same  day  Major  Miller  addressed  to  Mr.  Brown,  the  con- 
tractor, a  note  in  the  following  terms  : 

**  SiB:  The  wagons  to  be  manufactured  under  your  contract  with  the 
United  States  of  this  date  should  be  shipped  when  ordered  by  the 
quartermaster  general,  on  bills  of  lading  or  railroadymQ^^ptejtgtojc 
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in  duplicate;  one  to  be  Bent  by  you  to  the  consignee,  the  other  to  be 
sent,  with  your  certificates  of  inspection  and  bill  of  wagons,  to  the 
quartermaster  general.     The  bill  of  lading  is  proof  of  delivery.'' 

On  the  13th  of  August,  1861,  the  quartermaster  general,  by  letter 
of  that  date,  directed  the  contractor  to  send  the  wagons  to  Perry  ville, 
Maryland,  consigned  to  Captain  C.  G.  Sawtelle,  assistant  quarter- 
master. 

Forty  of  the  wagons  were  thus  shipped  on  the  17th  of,  August, 
and  the  remaining  sixty  on  the  28th  of  the  same  month. 

The  wagons  were  inspected  by  the  agent,  Mr.  Patten,  and  ap- 
proved by  him  in  the  very  terms  prescribed  by  Major  Miller. 

The  wagons  arrived  at  Perryville,  where  it  seems  they  have  been 
allowed  to  remain.  The  quartermaster  general  refused  to  use,  to 
sell,  or  to  pay  for  them. 

On  the  4th  of  January,  1862,  the  quartermaster  general  informed 
the  agent  of  the  railroad  company  at  Perryville  that  the  United 
States  had  **  condemned  and  rejected  the  wagons,"  and  that  *'the 
railroad  company  having  a  lien  upon  them  for  charges  of  freight,  is 
at  liberty,  as  far  as  the  United  States  is  concerned,  to  do  what  it 
finds  for  its  interest  to  secure  itself.*' 

Thus,  through  the  action  of  the  quartermaster's  department,  one 
hundred  new  wagons,  purchased  for  one  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars 
each,  to  which  a  team  had  never  been  harnessed,  have  been  squan- 
dered. This  is  the  evident  fact.  Considered  in  connexion  with  the 
fact  that  the  same  department  disburses  about  two  h\indred  and  fifty 
millions  annually,  that  is  perhaps  the  most  significant  fact  in  the  case. 
It  suggests  this  problem.  If  the  expenditure  of  $14,100  produces 
nothing  to  the  United  States,  how  much  is  likely  to  be  produced  by 
the  expenditure  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions. 

The  value  of  these  wagons  is  lost.  Whether  the  loss  shall  fall 
upon  the  government  or  upon  the  contractor  is  the  question  to  be 
considered 

Your  committee  addressed  a  note  to  the  quartermaster  general  on 
the  21st  of  June  last,  asking  him  to  communicate  any  evidence  in  his 
possession  or  any  reasons  he  might  have  to  urge  why  the  claim  of 
Mr.  Brown  should  not  be  allowed.  His  reply,  dated  July  17,  after 
Congress  had  adjourned,  was  not  received  until  the  present  session 
had  commenced.  In  that  reply  he  states  **  that  because  these  wagons 
were  not  made  in  accordance  with  the  contract,  and  because  they  are 
of  inferior  quality  and  workmanship,  and  worthless  for  use  as  army 
wagons,  they  have  not  been  received,  and  should  not  be  paid  for." 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  the  quartermaster  general  is 
mistaken  in  saying  the  wagons  had  *'not  been  received."  The 
wagons  had  been  shipped  from  Kingston,  New  Hampshire,  to  Perry- 
ville, Maryland,  a  distance  of  several  hundred  miles.  They  had  been 
shipped  upon  the  written  order  of  the  quartermaster  general.  They 
had  been  consigned  to  an  officer  of  his  department.  They  had 
reached  Perryville.  Bills  of  lading  had  been  forwarded.  The  maker 
had  been  instructed  by  that  department  that  such  bills  would  consti- 
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tute  a  delivery.  Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that,  after  all 
these  things  had  been  done,  it  was  too  late  for  the  maker  to  reclaiin 
the  wagons,  or  for  the  government  to  reject  them.  After  having 
ordered  the  maker  to  send  the  wagons  to  Perryville,  your  committee 
do  not  think  it  becoming  in  a  just  government  to  order  him  to  come 
to  Perryville,  to  pay  the  charges  for  transportation,  and  to  take  them 
back  again. 

Whether  the  wagons  were,  in  fact,  of  **  inferior  quality  and  work- 
manship, and  useless  as  government  wagons,"  is  a  question  upon 
which  the  evidence  is  not  entirely  harmonious. 

In  support  of  his  allegation  against  the  quality  of  the  wagons,  the 
quartermaster  general  has  submitted  to  your  committee  copies  of  the 
reports  made  by  Captain  C.  G.  Sawtelle,  of  that  department,  of  two 
different  inspections  made  by  him.  The  one  was  dated  on  the  Slst 
of  August^  1861,  and  the  other  on  the  10th  of  September  following. 
According  to  those  reports  it  is  *  evident  to  your  committee  that  the 
wagons  did  differ  from  the  specifications  contained  in  the  contract ; 
but  it  is  equally  evident  that  neither  of  those  reports  exhibits  a 
greater  difference  between  the  wagons  and  the  specifications  than  da 
the  two  reports  exhibit  to  each  other. 

The  fact  of  making  two  reports  and  the  discrepancies  between  them 
is  explained  by  the  quartermaster  general  upon  the  ground  that  Cap- 
tain Sawtelle  made  his  first  inspection  of  the  wagons  by  comparing 
them  with  a  copy  of  specifications  upon  which  other  contracts  for 
army  wagons  had  been  made,  whereas  the  second  inspection  was  made 
by  comparing  them  with  the  specifications  in  the  contract  made  with 
Mr.  Brown  himself. 

Captain  Sawtelle  himself  urges  the  same  explanation.  Your  com- 
mittee, however,  feel  bound  to  say  that  the  explanation  is  not  satis- 
factory.    Indeed,  it  seems  not  less  extraordinary  than  the  fact  itself. 

For  Captain  Sawtelle  himself  asserts  that  the  difference  between 
the  specifications  on  which  his  first  inspection  was  made  and  those  of 
the  second  was  in  the  following  particulars,  viz:  the  one  required 
hubs  to  be  of  elm  and  felloes  of  yellow  oak,  while  the  other  required 
hubs  to  be  of  gum  and  felloes  to  be  of  white  oak.  Your  committee 
do  not  think  these  slight  discrepancies  imposed  upon  Captain  Saw- 
telle the  necessity  for  making  a  second  inspection  and  a  second  report; 
and  they  are  confirmed  in  that  opinion  by  the  fact  that  he  has  not,  in 
either  of  his  reports  upon  the  wagons  in  controversy,  informed  us 
whether  the  hubs  and  felloes  were  of  one  material  or  the  other. 

If,  therefore,  the  testimony  of  Captain  Sawtelle  was  the  only  evi- 
dence in  the  case,  it  would  be  somewhat  difiicult  to  say  that  the 
wagons  were  unsuited  to  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  built,  be- 
cause that  testimony  is  contradictory  in  itself. 

But  bis  testimony  is  also  contradicted  by  the  certificate  of  Mr.  W. 
C.  Patten,  who  certifies  that  the  wagons  were  *'  made  of  good  stock, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  specifications  laid  down  in  the  contract.'' 

This  evidence  seems  to  your  committee  much  more  satisfactory 
than  that  of  Captain  Sawtelle;  for  even  if  it  be  not  consistent  with 
truth,  it  is,  at  least,  consistent  with   itself,  whicU,y,th§,,eYi(i^^ce,^f 
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Captain  Sawtelle  is  not.  Besides,  there  is  evidence  in  the  case  which 
shows  that  Mr.  Patten  is  an  experienced  wagon-builder.  There  is 
no  evidence  to  show  that  Captain  Sawtelle  ever  made  one. 

Mr.  Patten  saw  the  wagons  while  they  were  building;  he  inspected 
them  before  they  were  painted.  There  is  no  evidence  that  Captain 
Sawtelle  ever  saw  them  until  they  were  completed  and  painted  and 
removed  to  Perry ville. 

The  evidence  shows  that  Mr.  Patten  was  the  agent  of  the  govern- 
ment, specially  appointed  for  the  very  purpose  of  inspecting  and 
reporting  upon  the  construction  of  these  wagons.  There  is  no  evi- 
dence that  Captain  Sawtelle  had  any  more  authority  to  inspect  and 
reject  those  wagons  than  any  teamster  would  have  had  who  might  be 
hired  to  drive  them. 

There  is  evidence  in  the  case  to  show  that  Mr.  Patten  is  **a  man 
of  high  moral  character,  and  above  the  suspicion  of  practicing  fraud 
in  any  capacity  in  which  he  may  be  placed."  There  is  no  such  evi- 
dence in  reference  to  Captain  Sawtelle.  Moreover,  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Patten  is  corroborated  by  the  statements  of  other  witnesses. 
Robert  Rowe  made  a  part  of  the  work  and  sold  a  part  of  the  material. 
He  certifies  to  the  good  quality  of  both.  He  examined  the  first  forty 
wagons,  and  he  certifies  to  their  good  qualities. 

J.  R.  Locke  superintended  the  building  of  all  the  wagons.  He 
certifies  that  they  were  **  thoroughly  made,  of  good  stock,  well  sea- 
soned, and,  in  every  particular,  agreeably  to  the  specifications;''  that 
he  has  had  the  experience  of  twenty  years  in  building  heavy  wagons, 
and  in  that  time  has  superintended  several  government  jobs. 

Edward  Riddle,  of  Boston,  swears  that  he  has  had  an  experience 
of  twenty  years  in  the  carriage  business;  that  he  examined  these 
wagons  as  they  passed  through  Boston  on  their  way  to  Perry  ville; 
that  he  had  frequently  examined  wagons  made  for  the  government  by 
other  parties,  and  that  these  wagons  were  fully  equal  to  any  army 
wagons  that  he  had  seen  made  in  that  State. 

There  is,  on  the  contrary,  no  evidence  in  the  case  corroborative  of 
the  testimony  of  Captain  Sawtelle.  Besides,  the  agent  of  the  ''Port- 
land Company''  certifies  that  he  sold  to  Mr.  Brown  the  axles  for 
those  wago.ns;  that  the  latter  purchased  the  best  quality  of  axles, 
when  he  might  have  purchased  the  same  articles  made  of  common 
iron  two  dollars  per  set  less  than  he  paid.  There  is  no  evidence 
in  the  case  to  ^how  that  he  purchased  of  any  one  inferior  material  for 
the  sake  of  getting  it  at  a  reduced  price. 

And  upon  summing  up  the  whole  case,  the  simple  question  pre- 
sented seems  to  be  this  :  Whether,  when  the  government  of  the 
United  States  has  purchased  goods,  has  received  them,  and  removed 
them  hundreds  of  miles  from  the  former  proprietor,  it  ought  to  pay 
them? 

In  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  it  ought,  and  they  accordingly 
report  a  bill  for  the  payment  of  Mr.  Brown. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


37th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  (  Rep.  Coir.. 

3d  Session.      \  \     No.  78. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


JAiiXJAST  23,  1863.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Hale,  from  the  Committe  on  Naval  Affairs,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT. 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs^  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  Sth 
instant,  communicating  informaiion  as  to  what  congressional  districts 
have  more  than  tioo  midshipmen  at  the  Naval  Academy,  under  what 
law  appointed,  and  by  whom  recommended,  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration  and  submit  the  following  report : 

By  the  law  of  Augusts,  1848,  the  number  of  midshipmen  was  limited 
to  four  hundred  and  sixty -four,  and  they  were  required  to  be  appointed 
under  the  provisions  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  entitled  ^  *  An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  ending 
the  thirtieth  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six/'  as  follows: 
^'And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  midshipmen  shall  hereafter  be 
appointed  from  each  State  and  Territory  with  reference  and  in 
proportion  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  number  of  representatives 
and  delegates  to  Ccmgress ;  and  that,  until  such  a  proportion 
shall  have  been  established,  all  future  appointments  shall  be 
made  from  such  States  and  Territories  as  have  not  their  relative 
proportion  of  midshipmen  on  the  navy  list,  whenevt^r  there  are 
suitable  applicants  from  such  States  or  Territories:  And  provided, 
further.  That  in  all  cases  of  appointments  the  individual  selected 
shall  be  an  actual  resident  of  the  State  from  which  the  appointment 
purports  to  be  made,  and  that  the  District  of  Columbia  be  considered 
as  a  Territory  in  this  behalf;' '  and  by  ^*  An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  ending  the  thirtieth  of  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one,''  it  was  provided  **That  no 
shipman  in  the  navy  shall  be  appointed  from  any  congressional  dis- 
trict having,  at  the  time  of  appointment,  more  than  two  ofiScers  of 
that  grade  in  the  navy  from  such  district;  and  whenever  an  appoint- 
ment shall  be  made  from  any  State  the  person  so  appointed  shall  be 
an  actual  resident  of  the  congressional  district  from  which  the  ap- 
pointment purports  to  be  made:  And  provided,  further,  That  such 
congressional  district  of  any  State  as  may  not  have  any  midshipmen 
in  the  navy,  at  the  time  an  appointment  shall  be  made  from  said 
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State,  shall  be  entitled  to  at  least  one  appointment  before  any  other 
shall  be  made  from  any  district  of  the  State  having  one  or  more 
officers  of  that  grade  in  the  navy;''  and  by  **  An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  ending  the  thirtieth  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three,"  it  is  provided 
^^That  hereafter  no  appointment  of  midshipman,  acting  midshipman, 
or  pupil  at  any  naval  school  in  the  navy,  shall  be  made  unless  recom- 
mended by  the  member  of  Congress  representing  the  district  in 
whi6h  the  applicant  resides,  in  the  same  manner  that  cadets  at  West 
Point  are  now  appointed:  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  here- 
by required  to  report  to  Congress,  at  its  second  session,  the  number 
and  names  of  appointments  to  the  Naval  School  which  have  been 
made,  and  the  district  and  State  whence  each  one  comes,  and  the 
number  of  vacancies  then  existing  at  said  school,  with  the  congres- 
sional district  which  may  be  entitled  to  supply  them;  and  a  state- 
ment of  the  order  in  which  the  remainder  of  the  congressional  dis- 
tricts shall  be  entitled  to  supply  all  future  and  accruing  vacancies,  so 
far  as  it  may  be  determined  by  existing  laws  or  by  circumstances." 

This  was  the  condition  of  the  law  relating  to  the  appointment  of 
midshipmen  until  the  fourteenth  of  July,  1862,  when,  by  the  eighth 
section  of  the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the 
year  ending  June  thirtieth,  1863,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
was  authorized  annually  to  appoint  ten  acting  midshipmen  for  educa- 
tion in  the  Naval  Academy,  who  ^hall  be  selected  from  the  sons  of 
officers  or  soldiers  who  distinguished  themselves  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  or  from  the  sons  of  officers  or  men  in  the  naval  or 
marine  service  of  the  United  States  who  have  thus  distinguished 
themselves;  and  by  the  ninth  section  of  the  same  act  the  District  of 
Columbia  was  made  a  district  for  the  puposes  of  the  appointment  of 
midshipmen. 

On  the  sixteenth  of  July,  1862,  an  act  was  passed  to  equalize  the 
grades  of  line  officers  of  the  United  States  navy,  in  the  eleventh  sec- 
tion of  which  it  was  enacted  that  the  number  of  students  allowed  at 
the  Naval  Academy  **  shall  be  two  for  every  member  and  delegate  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  two  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
ten  at  large."  "The  President  shall  select  two  from  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  the  ten  at  large;  and  the  President  shall  also  be  al- 
lowed three  yearly  appointments  of  midshipmen  who  shall  not  be 
over  eighteen  years  of  age,  who  shall  be  selected  from  boys  enlisted 
in  the  navy,  and  who  shall  have  been  at  least  one  year  in  the  ser- 
vice, six  months  of  which  shall  have  been  sea  service." 

The  same  section  also  enacts  that  '^from  and  after  the  fifth  of 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  the  nomination  of  candi- 
dates for  admission  into  the  Naval  Academy  shall  be  made  between 
the  fifth  of  March  and  the  first  of  July  of  each  year,  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  member  or  delegate,  from  actual  residents  of  his  dis- 
trict, and  they  shall  be  examinetl  in  July  :  Provided^  That  when  any 
candidate  who  has  been  so  nominated  shall,  upon  examination,  be  found 
physically  or  mentally  disqualified  for  admission,  the  member  or  dele- 
gate from  whose  district  he  was  so  nominated  shall  be  notified  to  recom- 
mend another  candidate,  who  shall  be  examined  io,^,ept^mheilfQ|lawing. 
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And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  soon  after 
the  fifth  of  March  as  possible,  to  notify,  in  writing,  each  member  and 
delegate  of  any  vacancy  that  may  exist  in  his  district,  and  if  said  mem- 
ber or  delegate  neglects  to  recommend  a  candidate  by  the  first  of 
July  in  that  year,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Xavy  to  fill  the  vacancy."  And  lest  this  act,  taken  in  connexion  with 
that  of  the  fourteenth  of  July  preceding,  might  be  so  construed  as  to 
authorize  the  President  to  appoint  twenty  midshipmen  at  large,  a 
proviso  was  inserted  in  the  same  section  as  follows :  *  *  Provided^  how- 
ever. That  no  greater  number  of  midshipmen  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  President  at  large,  under  this  or  any  other  law  of  Congress,  than 
shall  be  allowed  by  the  provisions  of  this  section." 

The  committee,  after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  laws  relating  to 
the  appointment  of  midshipmen,  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  authority 
of  the  President  to  appoint  at  large  is  expressly  limited  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  ten,  as  prescribed  by  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  to  estab- 
lish and  equalize  the  grades  of  line  officers  in  the  navy.  They 
consider  that  this  act,  which  was  approved  on  the  16th  of  July,  1862, 
and  the  act  of  the  14th  of  July,  1862,  are  to  be  construed  together; 
that  the  act  of  the  1 6th  July  confers  no  additional  power  upon  the 
President  to  appoint  at  large;  on  the  contrary,  it  definitively  limits  his 
authority  to  appoint  to  the  ten  mentioned  in  the  eleventh  section,  and 
expressly  provides  **  That  no  greater  number  shall  be  (Appointed  by  the 
President,  at  large,  under  this  or  any  dlher  law  of  Congress,  than  shall 
be  allowed  by  the  provisions  of  this  section.^ ^  It  seems  clear  to  the 
committee  that  the  provisions  of  this  eleventh  section  plainly  establish 
and  settle  the  questions,  both  as  to  the  number  of  students  that  may 
be  appointed  to  the  naval  school  and  the  power  of*  the  President  in 
making  such  appointments.  The  section  prescribes  that  the  number 
of  students  allowed  at  the  Academy  shall  be  two  for  every  member  and 
delegate  of  the  House  of  Representatives — not  two  for  every  district 
that  may  or  may  not  be  represented  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
but  for  every  member  and  delegate.  Two  also  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  ten  at  large.  These,  with  the  addition  of  the  three 
yearly  appointments  allowed  to  the  President  from  boys  enlisted  in 
the  navy,  comprise  the  entire  number  of  students  that  may,  under 
authority  of  law,  be  appointed  to  the  Naval  Academy.  The  manner  of 
the  appointments  is  as  positively  determined  by  law  as  the  number. 
Every  appointment,  with  the  exception  of  those  conferred  on  the 
President,  must  be  upon  *'  the  reoommendation  of  the  membe  •  of  Con- 
gress representing  the  district  in  which  the  applicant  resides."  The 
law  prescribes  that  if  any  vacancy  exists  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  to  notify  the  member  or  delegate,  in  whose  district 
the  vacancy  exists  of  the  fact,  and  if  said  member  then  neglects  to 
recommend  a  candidate  before  the  1st  of  July,  in  that  year,  then  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  fill  the  vacancy. 
The  law  thus  distinctly  prescribed  the  manner  in  which  any  vacancy 
may  be  filled,  and  the  conditions  under  which,  and  the  only  conditions, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  by  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
has  power  to  fill  any  vacancies.     It  gives  him  authority,  after  due 
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notification  to  the  member  in  whose  district  the  vacancy  occurs,  to  fill 
the  vacancy  in  default  of  the  recommendation  of  said  member;  but  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  no  power 
to  make  appointments  to  vacancies  occurring  in  districts  which  are 
not  represented  in  Congress,  or  where,  through  want  of  such  repre- 
sentation, the  preliminary  notifications  required  by  law  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  in  case  of  vacancies  cannot  be  made.  AH  appoint- 
ments, therefore,  which  have  been  made  to  fill  vacancies  of  this 
character  are  clearly  without  authority. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  his  annual  report,  estimates  that 
there  are  doubts  of  the  constitutionality,  as  well  as  the  policy,  of  the 
method  of  appointing  midshipmen  now  prescribed  by  law.  In  re- 
spect to  this  it  may  be  observed  that  the  present  system  of  appoint- 
ments has  been  in  operation  under  this  government  for  a  long  series 
of  years,  not  only  as  regards  the  Naval  School,  but  in  the  appoint- 
ments to  the  Military  Academy.  It  is  a  system  that  has  worked  well 
in  its  practical  operations,  and  moreover  has  commended  itself  to  the 
people,  and  has  been  repeatedly  indorsed  by  their  representatives  ; 
and  it  has  become,  so  far,  the  settled  policy  of  the  country  that  the 
wisdom  of  any  efforts  to  disturb  it  may  well  be  doubted.  As  to  its 
constitutionality,  that  question  has  been  repeatedly  passed  upon  by 
the  eminent  men  who  have  approved  of  the  laws  establishing  and  per- 
fecting the  system,  and  on  two  occasions,  at  least,  during  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  by  the  present  Executive,  in  affixing  his  signa- 
ture to  the  acts  of  the  fourteenth  and  sixteenth  July.  It  cannot  be 
supposed  that  the  President  signed  those  acts  without  due  delibera- 
tion, or  that  at  that  time  he  entertained  doubts  as  to  their  constitu- 
tionality. If  there  were  such  doubts  existing  in  his  mind  he  had  the 
opportunity,  and  it  was  his  duty,  then  to  state  his  objections,  and  not 
after  he  had  given  it  his  signature,  and  both  himself  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  had  made  appointments  under  the  law  and  accord- 
ing to  its  provisions.  If  there  really  did  exist  an  uncertainty  as  to 
the  right  of  Congress  to  enact  these  laws,  the  Executive,  by  waiving 
his  objections  at  the  only  time  in  which,  on  his  part,  they  could 
properly  be  presented,  and  afterwards  giving  a  practical  sanction  to 
the  laws  by  appointments  made  in  accordance  with  the  same,  has,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  precluded  himself  from  interposing, 
at  this  time,  any  constitutional  scruples. 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  give  it  as  their  opinion  that  the 
power  of  the  President  to  make  appointments  of  midshipmen  at  large 
is  limited  to  the  appointment  of  ten,  exclusive  of  those  from  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  and  the  naval  service,  as  prescribed  in  the  act  of 
the  fourteenth  July,  1862  ;  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  no 
authority  to  appoint  for  vacancies  in  unrepresented  congressional 
districts,  and  that  all  appointments  that  have  been  made  under  color 
of  such  power  are  unauthorized  by  law. 

They  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPOINTMfiXT   OF  MIDSHIPMEK   TO  NAVAL  ACADEMY.  5 

Resolved^  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate  the  number  of  mid- 
shipmen that  may  be  legally  appointed  at  the  Naval  Academy  is  two 
for  every  member  and  delegate  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  two 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  ten  at  large,  and  three  boys  enlisted 
in  the  navy,  and  that  the  ten  allowed  by  the  eighth  section  of  the 
act  passed  July  14,  1862,  entitled  '*  An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  naval  service  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1863,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  is  merely  descriptive  of  the  qualifications  and  condition 
of  those  whom  the  President  may  appoint  at  large,  and  that  any  other 
appointments,  under  whatever  color  of  law  or  necessity  they  have 
been  made,  are  not  authorized  by  law. 
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37th  Congress,  }  SENATE.  (  Rep.  Com. 

3d  Session.       j  (    No.  79- 


IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Januabt  23,  1863.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Arnold  made  the  following 

REPORT. 

[To  aooompanj  bill  S.  No.  479.] 

The  Committee  on  Claims^  to  whom  tOQS  referred  the  petition  cf  Bdberi 
Mayo^  legal  representative  of  Oeorge  Mayo,  deceased,  submit  the  fd- 
lowing  report  : 

It  appeara  from  the  evidence  in  this  case  that  George  Mayo  was 
employed  as  a  clerk  in  the  Post  Office  Department  from  about  the 
Ist  September,  1831,  to  the  following  March,  and  that  he  received 
DO  compensation  therefor.  In  June,  1832,  he  received  a  regular 
appointment  as  a  clerk  in  the  department,  at  a  salary  of  $800  per 
annum,  which  he  held  until  his  death,  about  a  year  subsequently. 

In  1836  application  appears  to  have  been  made  for  payment  for 
said  services,  and  declined  by  Postmaster  General  Kendall,  on  the 
ground  that  it  did  '^not  appear  that  Mr.  George  Mayo  was  employed 
by  the  Postmaster  General;''  '*  that  there  was  no  fund  out  of  which 
the  claim  could  be  paid,"  if  it  were  otherwise.  In  1843  the  appli- 
cation for  payment  was  renewed  by  the  presentation  of  the  following 
account,  viz: 

**  The  General  Poit  Office  Department  of  the  United  States  in  account  with  the 
legal  representatives  of  George  Mayo,  deceased,  Dr. 

"  To  six  months'  clerical  services  of  George  Mayo,  deceased,  in  the  (Gen- 
eral Post  Office  Department,  from  the  ist  of  September,  1831,  to  the 
1st  of  March,  1832,  the  deceased  having  been  employed  part  of  the 
time  in  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster  General's  division,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  in  the  Second  Assistant's  division,  during 
which  he  was  repeatedly  promised  a  permanent  appointment  by  the 
Postmaster  General,  which  he  afterwards  received,  as  a  clerk  at  the 
salary  of  $800  a  year ;  but  for  his  services  thus  previously  rendered, 
to  the  entire  satistaction  of  the  department,  he  never  received  any  com- 
pensation, which,  at  the  rate  of  his  permanent  salary,  would  be  $400, 

for  the  said  six  months'  services $400" 

/  
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On  the  presentation  of  this  account,  which  was  duly  verified  by 
oath,  Colonel  Gardner,  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster  General  al- 
luded to,  appended  the  following  certificate,  viz : 

*^1  certify  that  having  looked  at  the  within  account,  at  the  request 
of  Dr.  Mayo,  I  have  nothing  to  say,  from  my  recollections  on  the 
subject,  that  would  impugn  the  statements  it  contains." 

And  Major  Hobbie,  the  Second  Assistant,  says:  '*I  know  that 
George  Mayo  rendered  clerical  services  in  the  Post  OflSce  Department 
for  a  period  of  time  anterior  to  his  appointment  as  a  clerk,  and  that 
such  service  was  well  performed,  so  far  as  it  fell  under  my  observa- 
tion. Part  of  said  service  was  rendered  in  the  branch  of  the  depart- 
ment that  was  under  my  charge,  and  part  in  Colonel  Gardner's  divi- 
sion.'' 

The  performance  of  the  service  is  also  certified  by  two  of  the  prin- 
cipal clerks  in  the  department  at  the  time. 

It  seems  to  be  satisfactorily  shown  that  the  service  claimed  for  was 
performed,  and  this  has  never  been  denied  or  questioned  as  a  ground 
for  the  rejection  of  the  claim.  The  ground  of  rejection  by  Mr.  Ken- 
dall, in  1836,  was,  that  the  service  had  not  been  previously  author- 
ized by  the  Postmaster  General,  and  that  there  was  no  appropriation 
to  which  it  was  chargeable.  The  inference  would  seem  to  be  fair 
that  the  performance  of  the  service  was  admitted,  and  that  it  was 
done  under  the  supervision  and  direction  of  the  two  Assistant  Post- 
masters General  is  shown  by  their  own  statements.  Does  not  this 
clearly  and  necessarily  imply  the  authority  of  the  Postmaster  General? 

The  committee  therefore  concur  in  the  following  views,  contained 
in  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims  of  the  Senate,  submitted  by 
Mr.  Dickinson,  of  New  York,  at  the  first  session  of  the  29th  Con- 
gress, [No.  409.] 

**From  a  thorough  examination  of  the  merits  of  this  claim,  your 
committee  are  of  opinion  that,  although  the  services  for  which  the 
compensation  is  asked  were  not  originally  undertaken  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  a  regular  appointment,  a  certain  portion  of  them  were  exe- 
cuted with  the  sanction  and  under  the  express  direction  of  one  of  the 
Assistant  Postmasters  General  with  fidelity  and  correctness.  How- 
ever this  committee  may,  as  they  certainly  do,  disapprove  of  the  un- 
authorized employment  of  clerks  in  the  executive  departments  to 
discharge  duties  to  which  those  in  the  regular  service  of  the  govern- 
ment are  or  may  be  supposed  to  be  competent,  as  well  in  regard  to 
number  as  to  capacity,  they  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  withhold  pay- 
ment for  work  done,  as  in  the  present  instance,  with  the  privity  and 
approval  of  those  whose  province  it  is  to  select  the  individuals  to 
whom  it  shall  be  assigned.  The  government,  having  received  the 
benefit,  is,  in  their  opinion,  bound  by  the  act  of  its  officer,  and  should, 
therefore,  injustice,  allow  a  fair  remuneration  for  the  labor  performed. 
George  Mayo  was,  as  it  appears,  subsequently  appointed  a  regular 
clerk,  at  a  salary  of  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum  ;  and  the  time 
daring  which  he  acted  without  remuneration  having  been  six  months, 
his  representatives  have,  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  a  rightful 
claim  to  a  ratable  compensation,  say  four  hundred  dollars." 
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The  petitioner  thinks  that  he  is  entitled  to  interest  from  the  date  of 
the  report  of  Governor  Dickinson  ascertaining  the  amount  due  and 
recommending  payment. 

While  the  comtiaittee  do  not  concur  in  the  Action  of  the  govern- 
ment in  refusing  interest  in  all  or  in  most  cases,  they  do  not  recom- 
mend this  additional  appropriation,  but  confine  themselves  to  the 
payment  of  the  principal  debt  of  $400,  for  which  they  report  a  bill^ 
and  recommend  its  passage. 
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37th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  j  Rep.  Com. 

3d  Session.      \  1      No.  80. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Januabt  28,  1863— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  HowABD,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  submitted  the 

following 

KEPORT. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary^  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  16<A  ultimo,  in  the  following  words,  to  vnt :  *  ^ Resolved^ 
That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  im^tructed  to  inquire  whether 
the  practice,  which  to  some  extent  jyi^evails  in  some  of  the  departments 
of  the  government,  of  appointing  officers  to'fiU  vacancies  tvhich  have  not 
occurred  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  but  which  existed  at  the  preced- 
ing session  of  Congress,  ts  in  accordance  vnth  the  Constitution;  and  if 
not,  what  remedy  shall  be  applied, '  *  beg  leave  to  repoi't  : 

The  state  of  facts  suggested  by  the  resolution  is,  that  in  some  of  the 
departments  vacancies  have  existed  in  offices  during  the  session  of  the 
Senate,  and  have  been  filled  by  appointments  made  by  the  President 
during  a  subsequent  recess  of  the  body;  and  the  committee  are  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  the  appointments  thus  made  in  the  recess 
are  authorized  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

This  instruction  plainly  requires  the  committee  to  give  their  opin- 
ion to  the  Senate  touching  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  third 
clause  of  the  second  section,  article  2,  of  the  instrument.  That 
clause  is  in  the  following  words:  **The  President  shall  have  power 
to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 
^^^1  I>y  granting  commissions  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their 
next  session." 

The  preceding  clause  sets  forth  in  very  clear  terms,  needing,  we 
think,  no  interpretation,  the  mode  in  which  an  office  shall  be  filled, 
or,  in  other  words,  receive  the  incumbent  who  is  to  perform  its  func- 
tions and  enjoy  its  privileges  and  emoluments.  It  declares  that  '*he 
(the  President)  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate, 
to  make  treaties,  provided  two-thirds  of  the  Senent  concur;  and  he  shall 
Qominate  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall 
appoint  ambassadors,  other  public  ministers  and  consuls,  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  United  States  whose 
appointments  are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for,  and  which  shall 
be  established  by  law;  but  the  Congress  may  by  law  vest  the^ppoint- 
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ment  of  such  inferior  officers  as  they  may  think  proper  in  the  Presi- 
dent alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  tlie  heads  of  departments.*' 

The  resolution  before  us  does  not  relate  to  those  inferior  offices 
which  may  be  filled  without  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  but  evidently 
to  such  only  as  require  their  advice  and  consent.  It  is  obvious,  from 
the  language  Ave  have  quoted,  that  the  responsibility  of  the  Senate,  in 
respect  to  the  fitness  of  a  person  to  be  designated  by  the  President 
for  an  office,  differs  in  no  respect  or  degree  from  his  own  responsi- 
bility; for  it  is  clear  from  the  language,  that  to  authorize  such  person 
to  enter  upon  and  take  possession  of  the  office,  there  must  be  a  con- 
currence of  the  Senate  in  the  designation.  This  concurrence,  in  con- 
templation of  the  Constitution,  is  just  as  indispensable  as  a  nomina- 
tion by  the  President,  and  both  are  plainly  made  conditions  precedent 
to  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  the  President  to  appoint.  The  Senate, 
should  they  see  fit,  might,  doubtless,  give  in  advance  their  advice  and 
consent  to  a  particular  nomination,  and  the  President  might  after- 
wards make  the  nomination,  and  then  the  appointment;  though  it 
would  seem  from  the  language  that  the  President  is  first  to  nominate, 
and  the  Senate  then  to  act;  and  such  we  believe  to  have  been  the 
general  practice.  But  it  is  entirely  clear  that  neither  the  President's 
nomination  nor  the  Senate's  advice  and  consent  thereto  can  of  them- 
selves confer  upon  the  person  any  right  to  the  office — a  right  which 
accrues  only  when  the  President  has  made  the  appointment.  And  it 
is  quite  plain  that  this  preliminary  action  of  the  Senate  upon  a  par- 
ticular nomination  was  regarded  by  the  framers  of  the  instrument  as 
an  important  safeguard  and  essential  protection  against  the  induction 
into  office  of  an  unfit  person.  It  was  presumed  by  the  framers  that 
the  Senate,  made  up  of  members  from  each  of  the  States,  would  possess 
local  and  personal  information  touching  the  qualifications  of  persons 
for  office,  enabling  them  to  correct  any  error  the  President  might 
commit  in  his  selections  ;  and  they  are  therefore  charged  with  the 
duty  of  examining  and  passing  upon  the  fitness  and  propriety  of  his 
selections.  They  were  set  as  a  check  upon  him,  and  in  this  respect 
possess  a  power  of  precisely  the  same  nature  and  the  same  necessity 
as  that  of  one  house  of  Congress  upon  the  other  in  the  enactment  of 
laws ;  and  we  cannot  hesitate  to  regard  this  power  and  duty  of  the 
Senate  as  one  of  the  high  conservative  principles  of  the  Constitution 
for  the  protection  and  security  of  the  public  interests,  and  the  purity, 
intelligence,  and  integrity  of  persons  charged  with  the  administration 
of  the  government  in  its  various  branches.  And  we  do  not  suppose 
there  has  ever  been  or  ever  can  be  any  serious  denial  that  such  was 
the  object  of  the  clause  It  would,  indeed,  be  difficult  to  conceive  of  a 
different  object.  And  so  important  in  the  judgment  of  the  conven- 
tion was  the  attainment  of  this  high  object,  that,  so  far  as  language 
was  capable,  they  prohibited  an  appointment  to  be  made  until  it 
should  first  have  been  advised  and  assented  to  by  the  Senate — with 
the  single  exception  of  cases  of  vacancy  happening  during  the  recess 
of  the  Senate. 

The  term  vacancy  is  well  understood  :  it  is  the  want  of  an  incnm- 
bent  authorized  to  perform  the  functions  of  the  office.     It  may  happen 
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by  death,  resignation,  or  any  other  manner  the  statute  may  point  out ; 
and  practically,  under  the  Constitution,  it  has  been  held  to  occur  by 
virtue  of  the  act  of  removal  by  the  President  of  one  incumbent  and 
the  appointment  of  another  to  his  place. 

The  Constitution  provides  that  where  a  vacancy  shall  happen  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  the  President  may  fill  it  up,  by  granting  a 
commission,  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  session. 

This  clause  conveys  all  the  power  the  President  possesses  to  ap- 
point to  and  fill  an  office  without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate, except  in  cases  of  inferior  officers,  where  Congress  may,  if 
they  see  fit,  give  him  the  power.  It  contemplates  the  mere  tempo- 
rary investiture  of  a  person  with  the  office  for  present  and  temporary 
convenience,  but  which  investiture  absolutely  ceases  on  the  happen- 
ing of  a  future  event,  namely,  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the 
Senate.  When  this  event  has  happened,  the  commission,  ipso  facto, 
ceases  to  operate,  or  to  impart  any  authority  whatever  to  its  possessor. 
Thus  we  find  the  exact  termination  of  the  temporary  appointment 
which  the  President  may  make  under  the  clause  in  question. 

The  uext  question  to  be  solved  is,  When  must  the  vacancy,  which 
may  thus  be  filled  and  the  appointment  to  which  is  thus  found  to  ter- 
minate, accrue  or  spring  into  existence  ?  May  it  begin  during  the 
session  of  the  Senate,  or  must  it  have  its  beginning  during  the  re- 
cess? We  think  the  language  too  clear  to  admit  of  reasonable  doubt, 
and  that,  upon  principles  of  just  construction,  this  period  must  have 
its  inceptive  point  after  one  session  has  closed  and  before  another 
session  has  begun.  It  cannot,  we  think,  be  disputed  that  the  period 
of  time  designated  in  the  clause  as  **the  recess  of  the  Senate,"  in- 
cludes the  space  beginning  with  the  indivisible  point  of  time  which 
next  follows  that  at  which  it  adjourned,  and  ending  with  that  which 
next  precedes  the  moment  of  the  commencement  of  their  next  ses- 
sion. This  is  the  plain,  popular  meaning  of  the  expression;  and  we 
dare  not,  in  a  question  of  so  much  moment,  depart  from  that  ancient 
and  sound  rule  for  the  interpretation  of  statutes  and  constitutions, 
which  requires  that  words  which  are  not  technical  shall  receive  their 
ordinary  popular  meaning.  And  we  might  observe  in  this  connexion 
that  the  use  of  the  word  '* during,''  before  '* recess,*'  implying  a 
definite  beginning  and  a  definite  end,  seems  to  leave  no  room  to 
doubt  as  to  what  was  the  period  of  time  meant. 

The  committee  are  quite  aware,  however,  that,  in  order  to  bring  a 
vacancy  which  has  not  sprung  into  existence  during  the  precise 
period  we  have  mentioned,  within  this  temporary  power  of  the  Pres- 
ident, the  word  ** happen''  has  been  so  construed  as  to  embrace  in 
its  meaning  cases  where  the  vacancy  or  the  non-occupancy  has  com- 
menced to  exist  not  within  the  period  of  recess  but  within  the  period 
of  session.  Attorney  General  Wirt,  in  an  opinion  given  to  President 
J.  Q.  Adams  in  1823,  gives  the  following  explication  of  the  phrase: 
*'A11  vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate." 
**The  most  natural  sense  of  this  term,"  he  observes,  *'  is  to  chance, 
to  fall  out,  to  take  place  by  accident.  But  the  expression  is  not 
perfectly  clear.     It  may  mean  happen  to  take  place;  that  is^  to  orig- 
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inate;  under  which  sense  the  President  would  not  have  the  power  to 
fill  the  vacancy.  It  may  mean,  also,  without  violence  to  the  senile, 
*  happen  to  exist/  under  which  sense  the  President  would  have  the 
right  to  fill  it  by  his  temporary  commission.  Which  of  these  two 
senses  is  to  be  preferred  ?  The  first  seems  to  me  most  accordant 
with  the  letter  of  the  Constitution:  the  second,  most  accordant  with 
its  reason  and  spirit.  The  meaning  of  the  Constitution  seems  to  me 
to  result  in  this:  that  the  President  alone  cannot  make  a  j^crrwancn^ 
ajjpointrnefit  to  those  offices ;  that  to  render  the  appointment  perma- 
neniy  it  must  receive  the  consent  of  the  Senate;  but  that  whenever  a 
vacancy  shall  exist  which  the  public  interests  require  to  be  imme- 
diately filled,  and  in  filling  which  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate  cannot  be  immediately  asked  because  of  their  recess,  the 
President  shall  have  the  power  of  filling  it  by  an  appointment  to 
continue  only  until  the  Senate  shall  have  passed  upon  it;  or,  in  the 
language  of  the  Constitution,  till  the  end  of  the  next  session.  The 
substantial  purpose  of  the  Constitution  was  to  keep  these  offices 
filled  ;  and  powers  adequate  to  this  purpose  were  intended  to  be 
conveyed.  But  if  the  President  shall  not  have  the  power  to  fill  a 
vacancy  thus  circumstanced,  the  powers  are  inadequate  to  the  pur- 
pose, and  the  substance  of  the  Constitution  will  be  sacrificed  to  a 
dubious  construction  of  its  letter."  *  *  *  "  Now,  if  we  interpret 
the  word  'happen'  as  being  merely  equivalent  to  *  happen  to  exist,' 
(as  I  think  we  may  legitimately  do,)  then  all  vacancies  which,  from 
any  casualty,  happen  to  exist  when  the  Senate  cannot  be  consulted 
as  to  filling  them,  may  be  temporarily  filled  by  the  President,  and 
the  whole  purpose  of  the  Constitution  is  completely  accomplished.'' 
However  great  may  be  our  admiration  for  the  distinguished  source 
of  this  reasoning,  we  are  unable  to  see  its  correctness,  or  to  concur 
in  its  conclusion.  If  it  be  true  that  the  substantial  purpose  of  the 
Constitution  was  to  keep  these  offices  filled,  it  is  equally  true  that  its 
substantial  purpose  required  that  they  should  be  filled  by  competent 
and  fit  persons,  and  that  to  insure  this  result  the  opinion  of  the  Sen- 
ate must  be  appealed  to  and  taken  in  all  cases  except  vacancies 
which  occur  during  the  recess,  when,  of  course,  they  cannot  act  or  be 
consulted.  The  language  of  Mr.  Wirt  leaves  it  to  be  inferred  that 
the  filling  of  the  office  was  the  only  great  and  paramount  purpose. 
In  this  we  think  his  argument  casts  out  of  view  the  qualifications  of 
the  incumbent,  or  at  least  treats  them  as  mere  incidents  without  spe- 
cial importance,  and  entitled  to  no  weight  in  interpreting  the  pro- 
vision. We,  on  the  contrar}',  hold  these  qualifications  to  be  of  the 
highest  and  gravest  importance,  weighing  heavily  against  the  artifi- 
cial interpretation  he  gives  to  the  language.  Why  were  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate  required  at  all,  but  fof*  the  purpose  of  as- 
certaining and  passing  judgment  upon  these  qualifications?  And 
why,  especially,  was  the  giving  of  this  advice  and  consent  made  a 
condition  precedent — a  Bine  q"a  nofii — to  the  appointment?  If  the  long 
list  of  government  defaulters,  whose  corrupt  principles  and  practices 
have  for  the  last  thirty  years  so  deformed  our  politics  and  our  history 
as  to  make  the  successful  plundering  of  the  public  money  almost  a  laud- 
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able  achievement  in  the  minds  of  vulgar  partisans  ;  if  these  petty 
offenders,  and  their  reeking  memories,  are  not  sufficient  to  demon- 
strate that  one  great  object  of  the  intervention  of  the  Senate  was  to 
secure  fitness  and  honesty  in  the  incumbents  of  office,  we  have  but  to 
turn  our  eyes  to  the  stupendous  acts  of  fraud,  felony,  and  treason 
committed  even  by  the  members  of  the  President's  cabinet  during  the 
hatching  of  the  conspiracy  which  has  now  taken  on  the  form  of  open 
and  bloody  rebellion.  Had  the  Senate,  as  a  body,  done  their  whole 
duty  required  by  the  Constitution,  the  bad  men  who  were  confirmed 
as  members  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration  could  not  have  plotted 
treason  in  his  cabinet  and  before  his  eyes. 

Nor  can  we  concur  in  the  idea  that  the  '*  meaning  of  the  Consti- 
tulion  seems  to  result  in  this  :  that  the  President  alone  cannot 
make  a  permanent  appointment  to  these  offices,  and  that  to  render 
the  appointment  permanent,  it  must  receive  the  consent  of  the 
Senate."  What  is  intended  by  this  rather  loose  phraseology  is, 
doubtless,  that  there  is  a  difference  between  the  full  official  term 
established  by  law  and  the  temporary  term  produced  by  the  occur- 
rence of  a  vacancy;  but  it  is  obvious  enough  that  this  is  merely  a 
difference  of  time,  not  in  functions  or  duties,  which  are  the  same  in 
both  cases;  and  the  mere  calling  the  appointment  in  the  one  case 
*' permanent,"  and  in  the  other  not.  would  seem  to  be  a  very  unsatis- 
factory mode  of  deducing  power  to  the  President  under  the  Consti- 
tution. It  is  in  reality  only  the  invention  of  a  phrase  not  contained 
in  the  text,  giving  it  an  effect  which  the  text  itself,  by  the  ordinary 
rules  of  interpretation,  forbids.  No  instrument  could  long  endure 
such  experiments.  The  rights  secured  by  it  would  become  the  sport 
of  interested  ingenuity,  and  language  itself  a  snare. 

We  equally  dissent  from  the  construction  implied  by  the  substi- 
tuted reading,  ''happened  to  exist,"  for  the  word  "happen"  in  the 
clause.  To  say  that  an  event  which  is  to  ''happen"  during  a  given 
period  of  time  may  logically  be  an  event  which  does  not  happen 
during  that  period,  but  during  another  and  an  anterior  period,  seems 
to  ud  to  be  a  perversion  of  language.  ''Happen  to  exist,"  as  here 
employed  by  Mr.  Wirt,  is  plainly  intended  as  the  equivalent  of 
"happen  to  be  existing,"  or  "in  existence,"  and  is  used  to  imply 
(though  it  does  not)  a  continuance  or  prolongation  of  the  event  (the 
vacancy)  from  a  point  of  time  anterior  to  the  recess.  Now,  it  is 
the  vacancy  that  is  to  "happen."  Certainly  any  event  which  has 
begun  and  become  complete,  must  be  said  to  have  happened.  But 
if  a  vacancy  once  exists,  it  has  in  law  happened;  for  it  is  in  itself  an 
instantaneous  event.  It  implies  no  continuance  of  the  act  that  pro- 
duces it,  but  takes  effect,  and  is  complete  and  perfect  at  an  indivisi- 
ble point  of  time,  like  the  beginning  or  end  of  a  recess.  Once  in 
existence,  it  has  happened,  and  the  mere  continuance  of  the  condition 
of  things  which  the  occurrence  produces,  cannot,  without  confound- 
ing the  most  obvious  distinctions,  be  taken  or  treated  as  the  occur- 
rence itself,  as  Mr.  Wirt  seems  to  have  done.  The  words  "during 
their  recess."  are  plainly  intended  to  qualify  and  limit  the  term 
"happen."     The  vacancy  is  to  happen  during  their  recess.     Now, 


•6  APPOINTMENT   OF   OFFICERS   TO   FILL   VACANCIES. 

if  the  vacancy  the  President  is  authorized  to  fill  may  (as  Mr.  Wirt 
and  his  successors  contend)  take  place  indifferently  during  the  recess 
or  during  the  session,  is  it  not  evident  that  no  meaning  or  effect 
whatever  is  given  to  the  words  * '  during  their  recess  ?' '  Are  not  those 
words  practically  expunged  from  the  Constitution? 

Again,  we  see  no  propriety  in  forcing  the  language  from  its  popu- 
lar meaning  in  order  to  meet  and  fulfil  one  confessedly  great  pur- 
pose, (the  keeping  the  office  filled,)  while  there  is  plainly  another 
purpose  of  equal  magnitude  and  importance  (fitting  qualifications) 
attached  to  and  inseparable  from  the  former.  In  such  a  case  the 
argument  ab  inconvenienti  has  no  force,  because  the  anticipated 
evils  on  the  one  hand  are  counterpoised  by  those  on  the  other. 

But  this  forced  and  unnatural  interpretation  becomes  more  mani- 
fest in  its  results.  Those  results  would  quickly  open  the  way  to  a 
practical  deprivation  of  all  power  of  the  Senate  over  executive  ap- 
pointments. For  if  the  President  may  in  the  recess  appoint  to  and 
fill  an  ofiice  which  during  a  session  of  the  Senate  was  vacant,  he 
may  omit  to  make  any  nomination  at  a  subsequent  session,  and  at  the 
close  of  it  again  appoint  him  under  the  idea  of  filling  a  vacancy,  and 
%o  on  from  session  to  session.  In  the  hands  of  an  ambitious,  corrupt, 
or  tyrannical  executive,  this  use  of  the  power  would  soon  bring  about 
the  very  state  of  things  which  the  Constitution  so  carefully  guards 
against,  by  requiring,  in  express  terms,  that  the  advice  of  the  Senate 
shall  first  be  taken,  and  its  consent  obtained,  before  an  appointment 
shall  be  made.  We  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  this  great  safeguard 
of  the  public  rights,  interests,  and  peace  is  practically  prostrated  and 
destroyed  by  the  insidious  and,  to  our  minds,  totally  unfounded  con- 
struction which  has  been  forced  upon  the  clause. 

The  committee,  in  considering  the  subject,  have  not  overlooked  the 
subsequent  opinion  given  by  Mr.  Attorney  General  Taney,  in  1832, 
and  that  of  Mr.  Legare  in  1841.  Although  the  latter  thinks  the 
question  one  of  no  difficulty,  and  it  is,  in  hi&  mind,  so  plain  as  to 
**  admit  of  no  doubt,  whether  it  be  considered  as  one  of  pure  legal 
science,  or  as  matter  of  public  expediency,'*  he  carefully  avoids 
putting  it  upon  the  ground  taken  by  Mr.  Wirt,  that  the  word  **  hap- 
pen" may  be  construed  to  mean  *' happen  to  exist;''  which,  as  was 
too  plain,  at  once  revolutionized  not  only  the  letter  but  the  apparent 
intention  of  the  clause;  but,  with  a  far  more  adventurous  spirit  of 
interpretation,  puts  the  claim  of  power  upon  the  provision  that  the 
President  '*  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed." 

If  this  be  the  proper  location  of  the  power;  if,  when  an  office  has 
been  created  by  Congress,  and,  for  any  cause,  whether  his  own  omis- 
sion to  nom  nate  or  the  Senate's  refusal  to  confirm,  or  the  death  or 
resignation  of  an  incumbent,  the  office  is  vacant,  he  may  fill  it  under 
the  idea  that  this  clause  gives  him  a  substantive  power,  it  is  quite 
clear  that  the  other  provision,  which  curbs  and  shackles  him  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  is  rendered  entirely  inoperative  and 
nugatory.  But  the  simple  statement  of  Mr.  Legare' s  proposition 
seems  to  us  to  carry  with  it  its  own  refutation,  and  we  therefore  dis- 
miss it,  with  the  obvious  remark  that  this  clause  is  only  intended  as 
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a  requirement  upon  the  Executive  that  he  shall,  so  far  as  it  depends 
on  him,  see  to  it  that  the  laws  are  executed  faithfully,  in  the  manner 
and  by  the  means  which  they  themselves  prescribe,  not  by  any  means 
which  he  may  see  fit  to  adopt,  unknown  to  the  laws. 

We  are  aware  that  this  construction  has  been,  from  time  to  time, 
sanctioned  by  Attorneys  General,  and,  as  recently  as  1855,  by  Mr. 
Gushing,  and  that  the  Executive  has,  from  time  to  time,  practiced 
upon  it.  We  are  also  aware  of  the  great  weight  which  such  a  con- 
tinued practical  construction  is  entitled  to  in  considering  the  meaning 
and  intent  of  a  dovbtful  clause  in  a  public  act.  But  we  have  not  been 
able  to  convince  ourselves  that  such  is  the  character  of  the  provision. 
We  think  the  language  too  plain  to  admit  of  a  doubt  or  to  need  inter- 
pretation; and  where  such  is  the  case,  the  language  must  not  be 
wrested  from  its  natural  sense  to  avoid  a  supposed  inconvenience. 

And  it  is  quite  apparent,  from  all  the  arguments  of  the  Attorneys 
General,  that  the  real  foundation  bf  their  conclusions  is  the  assumed 
inconvenience  to  the  public  service  of  permitting  an  office  to  remain 
vacant  during  the  recess,  where  the  vacancy  has  happened  during 
the  session  and  remains  unfilled  at  its  close. 

Gases,  it  is  true,  may  occur,  as  they  have  occurred,  where  a  vacancy 
may  subsist  after  the  session  in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  the 
Senate  to  consent  to,  or  of  its  omission  to  act  upon,  a  nomination;  and 
exactly  the  same  inconvenience  may  result,  as  it  has  on  numerous 
occasions  resulted,  from  the  omission  of  the  President  to  send  in  a 
nomination.  It  is  also  an  inconvenience  that  a  vacancy  should  con- 
tinue for  any  length  of  time,  whether  occurring  during  the  session  or 
the  recess,  and  yet  vacancies  must,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case, 
thus  continue  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period.  A  similar  inconvenience 
must  necessarily  have  happened  if  the  Senate  had  had  no  power 
whatever  over  appointments,  and  occurs  from  necessity  in  the  most 
absolute  governments.  It  is  unavoidable.  All  this,  however,  was 
clearly  foreseen  by  the  framers  of  the  Gonstitution  when  they  used 
the  language  giving  the  power;  and  it  strikes  us  as  far  more  rational 
to  conclude  that  they  regarded  this  temporary  inconvenience  as  out- 
weighed by  the  advantage  they  had  secured  by  requiring  all  appoint- 
ments to  office,  except  in  cases  of  vacancy  happening  in  the  recess, 
to  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Senate.  Their  plan  came  as  near  to 
perfection  as  the  nature  of  the  case  and  the  preservation  of  any 
effective  power  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  would  admit. 

If,  however,  it  should  ever  be  found  that  in  the  practical  operation 
of  the  rule  which  we  assert  in  opposition  to  the  construction  so  long 
given  to  the  clause  serious  inconveniences  occur,  we  cannot  doubt  the 
power  of  Congress  to  provide  a  remedy  of  far  safer  application  than 
the  assumption  of  a  power  by  the  Executive  not,  in  our  opinion, 
granted  by  the  Constitution.  We  see  no  objection  whatever  to  the 
enactment  of  a  law  which  shall,  whenever  a  vacancy  or  non-occu- 
pancy shall  occur  during  the  session  in  any  important  office,  and  the 
public  interests  are  likely  to  suffer  before  it  can  be  supplied  by  the 
joint  action  of  the  President  and  Senate,  enable  the  President  to 
order  the  duties  to  be  performed  by  some  public  officer  to  whose  ap- 
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pointment  the  Senate  has  already  consented.  This  should,  of  course, 
be  done  under  proper  guards  and  restrictions  for  the  protection  of 
the  rights  of  the  public.  A  general  act  embodying  the  necessary 
provisions  could,  in  our  opinion,  afford  as  complete  a  remedy  as  in 
the  nature  of  things  is  possible,  and  remove  forever  all  ground  of 
complaint  growing  out  of  the  exercise  of  the  at  least  very  doubtful 
power  in  question. 

The  committee  designedly  abstain  from  discussing  the  power  of 
the  President  to  appoint  and  send  abroad  ministers  and  other  public 
agents  to  foreign  governments  without  obtaining  the  previous  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  merely  observing  that  from  the  very  nature  of  his 
power  to  make  treaties,  the  employment  of  such  public  agents  is  indis- 
pensable. Negotiations  could  not  be  carried  on  without  them;  and  it 
is  quite  apparent  that  their  functions  d^  not  constitute  such  an  (^ffice 
as  is  implied  by  the  term  vacancy  in  the  clause  we  have  considered. 

The  committee  have  called  upon  the  heads  of  the  several  executive 
departments  for  information  as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  practice  has 
prevailed  in  their  offices,  and  herewith  report  to  the  Senate  the  replies 
which  have  been  furnished. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  and  the  committee  ask  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution. 
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Post  Office  Department,  December  29,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  27th 
instant,  enclosing  a  copj  of  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate  on  the  16th 
instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  practice  of  filling  vacancies  during  recess  which 
occurred  during  the  session  of  the  Senate,  and  inquiring  whether  such  practice 
existed  in  this  department.  In  reply,  I  have  to  say  that  there  has  been  no 
instance  of  such  practice  in  the  Post  Office  Department. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

M.  BLAIR,  Postmaster  GetieraL 
Hon.  J.  M.  Howard, 

Of  the  Senate  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 


Navy  Department,  January  2,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  27th 
ultimo,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  16th,  "relative  to 
the  practice  of  appointing  officers  to  fill  vacancies  which  have  not  occurred  du- 
ring tlie  recess  of  Congress  (Senate,)"  and  inquiring  "how  far  such  practice  has 
Prevailed,  if  at  all,"  in  this  department,  "and  whether  any  of  the  present  incum- 
ents  hold  by  such  appointments,  and  if  so,  what  are  the  offices  tney  occupy." 

in  n^ply  to  your  inquiries,  I  have  to  state  that  I  cannot  learn  that  any  prac- 
tice has  prevailed  in  this  department  of  "  appointing  officers  to  fill  vacancies 
which  have  not  occurred  during  the  recess  "  of  the  Senate.  The  inauiry  has 
reference,  perhaps,  to  appointments  which  may  have  been  made  during  tne  recess 
of  the  Senate  to  fill  vacancies  that  existed  and  were  not  filled  during  the  preceding 
»es9ion.  Such  appointments,  if  any,  must  have  been  too  rare,  and  have  occurred 
at  intervals  too  distant,  to  constitute  a  practice  or  usage. 

On  the  16th  of  July  last,  a  day  or  two  prior  to  the  adjournment  of  Congress, 
an  act  waa  approved  "  to  establish  and  equalize  the  grades  of  line  officers  of  the 
United  States  navy."  This  act  created  grades  of  officers  previously  unrecog- 
nized by  law  in  our  navy,  viz :  rear  admirals,  commodores,  &c.  As  these  were 
new  offices,  it  must  be  considered  that,  until  filled,  they  were  vacancies  which 
had  occurred  while  the  Senate  was  in  session.  None  of  these  vacancies  were 
filled  during  the  session,  the  Senate  not  having  had  time  to  act  on  the  nomina- 
tions that  were  sent  to  that  body,  and  they  have  been  filled  by  appointments 
made  during  the  recess. 

This  course  was  adopted  in  view  of  the  embarrassment  and  disorganization  of 
the  naw  which  the  law  would  otherwise  have  unavoidably  created;  and  it  is 
believed  to  be  in  conformity  not  only  with  precedent  and  the  opinion  of  the 
present  Chief  Justice  and  Attorney  General,  July  19,  1832,  but  in  conformity 
with  the  requirements  of  the  law  itself  under  which  the  appointments  were  made. 

The  nominations  of  four  rear  admirals  on  the  active  list,  and  nine  on  the 
retired  list,  which  were  sent  to  the  Senate,  not  having  been  acted  on,  the  vacan- 
cies were  filled,  during  the  recess,  in  conformity  with  the  opinion  referred  to. 

With  respect  to  the  other  new  grades  created,  the  fourth  section  of  the  law 
provided  "  Uiat  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  appoint  an  advisory  board  of 
not  less  than  three  officers  senior  to  those  to  be  reported  upon,  who  shall  care- 
fully scrutinize  the  active  list  of  line  officers  above  and  including  the  grade  of 
masters  in  the  line  of  promotion,  and  report  to  him  in  writing  those  who,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  board,  are  worthy  of  further  promotion,"  &c. ;  and  the  fifth  sec- 
tion directed  "that  the  officers  recommended  shall  be  immediately  commis- 
sioned," &c. 

The  appointments  to  these  grades,  therefore,  were  made,  not  only  *Mnjccord^ 
Bep.  Com.  80 2  -y  -    y  ^— 
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ance  with  the  Constitution,"  but  in  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  the  law 
itself.  The  vacancies  happened  to  exist  during  the  recess — not  through  any  act 
or  neglect  of  the  President- — and  the  law,  as  well  as  the  exigencies  of  the  ser- 
vice, required  that  they  should  be  immediately  filled.  The  names  of  the  in- 
cumbents, and  the  grades  respectively  held  by  them,  are  shown  by  the  last  Navy 
Register  printed  by  order  of  tlie  Department. 

It  was,  of  course,  intended  that  the  nominations  should  be,  and  they  have 
been,  as  early  as  practicable  laid  before  the  Senate. 
I  am,  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Hon.  J.  M.  Howard, 

Committee  on  the  Judiciary ^  United  Statex  Senate. 


Attorney  General's  Office, 

Washington,  January  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  pray  you  excuse  me  for  the  delay  in  answering  your  letter  of  Decem- 
ber 27,  written  in  behalf  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Senate,  enclosing 
copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  December  IG,  "relative  to  the  practice  oi* 
appointing  officers  to  fill  vacancies  which  have  not  occurred  during  the  recess 
of  Congress,"  (Senate,)  and  asking  "  how  far  such  practice  ha£  prevailed,  if  at 
all,  in  your  (my)  department  of  the  government,  and  whether  any  of  the  present 
incumbents  hold  by  such  appointments." 

I  believe  that  the  recital  in  the  Senate's  resolution,  that  the  practice  of  making 
such  appointments  has,  to  some  extent,  prevailed,  is  strictly  true.  As  far  as 
my  knowledge  goes,  it  began  as  far  back  as  (if  not  before)  President  Monroe's 
time.  There  are  fewer  instances  of  the  exercise  of  the  power  in  this  depart- 
ment than  in  any  other ;  only,  I  suppose,  because  there  are  much  fewer  officers 
registered  in  this  department  than  in  any  other. 

I  have  caused  search  to  be  made  in  the  archives  of  this  office,  and  do  not  find 
(and  do  not  believe)  that  **  any  of  the  present  incumbents  hold  by  such  appoint- 
ments." If  there  be  any  such  one,  it  is  an  accidental  omission,  unknown 
to  me. 

The  latest  instance  of  such  an  appointment,  connected  with  this  department, 
is  that  of  Mr.  Justice  Davis,  of  the  Supreme  Court.  But  he  does  not  hold  by 
that  appointment ;  for  as  soon  as  the  Senate  convened,  and  before  he  took  his 
seat  upon  the  supreme  bench,  he  was  nominated  by  the  President,  confirmed 
by  the  Senate,  and  commissioned  in  due  form  of  law.  Of  course,  he  holds  his 
office  now  by  that  permanent  and  perfect  title. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDW.  BATES. 

Hon  Senator  Howard,  Sfc.,  ^c,  ifc. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  12,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  27th 
ultimo,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  making  inquiry  whether 
the  practice  **  of  appointing  officers  to  fill  vacancies  which  have  not  occurred 
during  the  recess  of  Congress,  but  which  existed  at  the  preceding  session  of 
Congress,  is  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution,  and  if  not,  what  remedy  shall 
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be  applied."     In  answer,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  the 
names  of  the  persons  so  appointed,  showing,  alao,  whether  they  now  hold  office. 

In  regard  to  some  of  these  appointments,  tho  offices  were  newly  created  by 
Congress,  and  required  special  qualifications  to  fill  them.  There  was  not  time 
enough  for  the  proper  consideration  of  the  subject  before  the  adjournment  of 
the  Senate.  As  to  others,  the  compensation  was  in  the  shape  of  fees  only, 
which  inducement  was  not  such  as  to  invite  applications  for  the  offices.  They 
were,  consequently,  filled  as  soon  as  proper  persons  could  be  found  to  accept 
them.  This  course  has  been  adopted  in  all  cases  when  the  public  interests 
seemed  to  require  it.  In  regard  to  the  constitutionality  of  this  course,  I  would 
respectfully  refer  you  to  the  opinions  of  the  Attorney  General,  vol.  7,  p.  223. 
I  have  the  honor  to  De,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Hon.  J.  M.  Howard, 

Committee  on  (he  Judiciary,  Senate. 


[Enclosed  in  l»*tter  from  the  Si't-retiry  of  >t.ili».] 

H.  6.  Wells,  minister  resident,  Honduras,  not  in  office.    ' 

William  Stickney,  secretary  of  legation,  Lima,  not  in  office. 

Green  Clay,  secretary  of  legation,  St.  Petersburg,  now  secretary  of  legation 
at  Turin. 

William  H.  Wallace,  governor  of  Washington  Territory,  not  in  office. 

Cephas  Brainerd,  arbitrator  under  recent  slave  trade  treaty,  at  New  York,  still 
holds  the  office. 

William  L.  Avery,  arbitrator  under  recent  slave  trade  treaty,  at  Cape  Town, 
now  holds  the  office. 

T.  R.  Hibbard,  arbitrator  under  recent  slave  trade  treaty,  at  Sierra  Leone, 
now  holds  the  office. 

Amasa  Mason,  consul,  Guayaquil,  not  in  office. 

James  H.  Coulter,  consul,  Montevideo,  not  in  office. 

Thomas  Foster,  consul,  Tahiti,  not  in  office. 

Peter  Lott,  consul,  Tehuantepec,  deceased. 

W.  M.  Weaver,  consul,  La  Paz,  not  in  office. 

N.  L.  Wilson,  consul.  La  Union,  now  holds  the  office. 

B.  C.  M.  Hoyt,  consul,  Minatitlan,  now  holds  the  office. 

W.  J.  Stillman,  consul,  Rome,  now  holds  the  office. 

Isaac  Piatt,  consul,  Candia,  not  in  office. 

William  Moran,  consul,  St.  Helena,  not  in  office. 

John  de  la  Montagnie,  consul,  Nantes,  now  holds  the  office. 

Thomas  H.  Dudley,  consul,  Liverpool,  now  holds  the  office. 

J.  P.  M.  Epping,  consul,  Gottenburg,  now  holds  the  office. 

James  Lesley,  Jr.,  consul,  Nice,  not  in  office. 

Samuel  A.  Purviance,  consul  general,  Calcutta,  not  in  office. 

William  Moran,  jr.,  consul,  Bayonne,  not  in  office. 

Thomas  Fitnam,  consul,  Gasp^  Basin,  now  holds  the  office. 

Edward  Harte,  consul,  Macao,  deceased. 

Ladislaus  Ujhazi,  consul,  Ancona,  now  holds  the  office. 

William  W.  Murphy,  consul,  Brunswick,  now  holds  the  office. 

F.  Wippermann,  consul,  Galatza,  now  holds  the  office. 

Ingersoll  Lockwood,  consul,  Hanover,  now  holds  the  office. 
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Dbpartment  of  the  Interior, 

Washington,  January  22,  1863. 

Sir  :  On  the  27th  ultuno  you  enclosed  to  this  department  a  copy  of  a  resolu- 
tion adopted  by  the  Senate  on  the  16th,  instructing  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary "  to  inquire  whether  the  practice  which,  to  some  extent,  prevails  in  some 
of  the  departments  of  government  of  appointing  officers  to  fill  vacancies  which 
have  not  occurred  during  the  recess  of  Congress  is  in  accordance  with  the  Con- 
stitution, and  if  not,  what  remedy  shall  be  applied,"  and  requesting  to  be  in- 
formed how  far  such  practice  has  prevailed,  if  at  all,  in  this  aepartment ;  and 
whether  any  of  the  present  incumbents  hold  by  such  appointments,  and  if  so, 
what  are  the  offices  they  occupy. 

Your  communication  was  received  by  my  predecessor,  just  as  he  was  about  re- 
tiring from  the  department,  and  was  not  observed  by  me  until  to-day.     I  hasten 
to  inform  you  that  no  appointments  of  the  character  in  question  appear  to  have 
been  made  from  this  department,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain. 
With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  USHER, 
Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
Hon.  J.  M.  Howard, 

Of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  Senate  United  States, 


Treasury  Department,  January  22,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  27th 
ultimo,  enclosing  '*  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  16th  December, 
relative  to  the  practice  of  appointing  officers  to  fill  vacancies  which  have  not 
occurred  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  (Senate,)  and  instructing  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire,"  &c. 

The  committee  desire  to  be  informed  how  far  such  practice  has  prevailed,  if 
at  all,  in  this  department  of  the  government,  and  whether  any  of  the  present 
incumbents  hold  by  such  appointment,  and  if  so,  what  are  the  offices  they  oc- 
cupy. 

The  office  of  surveyor  at  Memphis,  Tennessee,  was  vacant  during  the  last 
session  of  the  Senate,  and  filled  November  20,  1862,  by  the  appointment  of 
Renel  Hough.  This  appointment,  however,  as  surveyor  was  erroneous,  and  I 
directed  his  commission  to  be  vacated,  and  that  he  be  appointed  a 'special  agent, 
to  act  as  surveyor  under  the  authority  contained  in  the  5th  section  of  the  act, 
approved  July  14,  1862,  entitled  "An  act  to  further  provide  for  the  collection 
of  the  revenue  upon  the  northern,  northeastern,  and  northwestern  frontier,  and 
for  other  purposes." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

S.  P.  CHASE, 
Secretary  of  the  Treanary. 

Hon.  J.  M.  Howard, 

Judiciary  Committee,  United  States  Senate, 
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Sd  Sesfiion.       \  1      No.  81. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Fbbruart  4,  1863. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Rice,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  AflFairs,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT. 

[To  accompany  BUI  8.  No.  495.] 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  have  had  under  consideration 
the  memorial  and  joint  resolutions  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of 
Washington  relative  to  a  railroad  from  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake 
to  Washington  and  thence,  by  the  way  of  the  Point  of  Rocks,  to 
Hagerstown;  also  a  connecting  link  of  road  between  Cumberland  and 
Connellsville — this  latter  forming  with  the  first-named  roads  and  the 
intermediate  road  a  line  which  shortens  the  distance  between  the 
capital  and  Pittsburg,  as  well  as  to  all  points  west,  one  hundred  and 
ten  miles,  as  shown  by  accompanying  map. 

The  memorial  sets  forth  the  condition  of  Washington  to  the  sur- 
rounding loyal  States,  its  almost  helplessness  of  position  because  of 
its  dependence  upon  only  one  railroad,  and  points  to  the  fact  that 
'*the  capital  of  no  other  great  nation  in  the  civilized  world  is  so 
nearly  isolated  from  its  sources  of  reliance;  London  having  ten  rail- 
roads extending  outward  as  means  of  support  and  military  protection, 
Paris  seven,  Berlin  five,  Vienna  four;  and  Richmond,  the  rebel 
capital,  has  five,  and  these  have  been  extended  under  the  pressure 
of  a  defensive  war,  and  without  one  tithe  of  the  vast  resources  of  our 
legitimate  government.  By  means  of  these  railroads  the  rebels  were 
recently  able  to  concentrate  their  troops  in  that  city,  and  hurl  them 
in  vast  numbers  upon  our  beleaguering  army.'' 

The  memorial  urges  that  the  safety  of  the  capital,  the  protection  of 
the  archives,  the  means  of  subsistence  of  the  army  and  of  the  citizens, 
and  the  true  economy  of  government,  require  additional  railroads ; 
and  that  nothing  can  contribute  more  to  either  of  these  ends  than 
the  construction  of  roads  to  Harper's  Perry  and  the  Chesapeake  bay. 
It  says:  *' These  facts  attest  it:  The  distance  from  Washington  to 
Harper's  Ferry  will  be  reduced  fifty-one  miles.  Had  this  road  been 
made,  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run  would  have  been  our  victory;  the 
massacre  at  Bali's  Bluff  could  not  have  occurred;  the  retreat  of 
Banks,  and  consequent  loss  of  quartermaster's  and  commissary's 
ritores  and  munitions  at  Martinsburg,  would  not  have  taken  place; 
the  rebel  army  could  not  have  crossed  into  Maryland;  Harper' s  Ferry 
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would  not  have  surrendered ;  the  recent  raid  into  Pennsylvania  would 
not  have  been  conceived  or  carried  out;  for  the  simple  reason  that 
this  single  road  of  forty  miles,  could,  in  each  instance,  have  trans- 
ported all  the  requisite  forces  to  aid  or  repel  in  the  short  time  of  one 
and  a  half  hour.  For  want  of  it,  the  Union  arms,  in  most  of  the 
cases,  have  been  disgraced,  the  federal  treasury  has  lost  more  than 
ten  times  its  cost  of  construction,  and  the  wastage  of  money  for  its 
want  is  continuing  to  a  fearful  extent.''  And  in  evidence  of  this,  it 
gives  a  detailed  statement  of  the  transport  of  troops,  munitions,  &c., 
showing  that  the  excess  of  prices  and  distance  causes  an  expenditure 
at  the  rate  of  three  million  three  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand 
dollars  per  year  beyond  what  the  same  transportation  could  be  done 
for  if  these  roads  were  in  use. 

The  earnestness  of  the  memorial,  the  facts  it  sets  forth,  the  high 
and  respectable  source  from  which  it  emanates,  has  entitled  it  to  the 
most  serious  consideration  of  the  committee,  and  they  cannot  but 
concur  in  views  which  are  so  clearly  patriotic,  and  in  aiding  a  result 
which  will  prove  so  beneficial  to  the  nation. 

A  railroad  of  not  over  twenty-five  miles  from  the  deep  water  of  the 
Chesapeake  in  a  direct  line  to  Washington,  would  enable  supplies, 
materials,  men,  and  munitions  of  war,  to  be  shipped  from  any  port  of 
the  Atlantic  States  to,  and  be  delivered  at.  Washington,  at  greatly  re- 
duced rates  for  transportation. 

It  now  costs  the  government  to  bring  freight  of  first  class  from 
Boston  to  Washington,  $15  50  per  ton  ;  from  New  York,  $7  68  per 
ton  ;  from  Philadelphia,  $4  64  per  ton.  The  same  freight,  if  sent  by 
water,  and  over  this  short  Chesapeake  road  to  Washington,  would  cost 
from  Boston,  $4  50  per  ton;  from  New  York,  $3  75  per  ton.  If,  for 
greater  speed,  steam  should  be  used,  this  rate  would  be  increased 
from  Boston  to  $7  50  per  ton;  from  New  York,  $6  per  ton. 

The  rivers  which  flow  into  Long  Island  sound  form,  with  that  sound, 
the  harbor  of  New  York,  Raritan  bay,  the  Delaware  and  Raritan 
canal,  the  Delaware  river,  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal,  and 
the  Chesapeake  bay,  a  continuous  inland  water  facility  from  the  in- 
terior of  the  extreme  New  England  States  to  this  Chesapeake  and 
Washington  road;  and  once  made,  we  shall  doubtless  see  propeller 
vessels  placed  upon  the  line,  from  all  points  upon  these  interior  waters 
having  business  relations  with  Washington. 

How  far  such  lines  would  conduce  to  the  economical  use  of  the 
government  may  be  ascertained  by  the  following  comparison : 

It  is  stated  that  the  movement  of  troops  has  been  an  average  of 
30,000  per  month,  and  that  freight  has  reached  as  high  as  1,500  tons 
daily. 

This  is  below  the  actual  number  of  men;  for,  as  nearly  as  can  be 
ascertained,  750,000  have  been  carried  over  the  railroads  within  12 
months.     This  is  counting  each  way. 
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Assaming  New  York  as  the  initial  point,  the  expendi- 
ture for  railroad  transportation  has,  on  troops  alone, 
been  about $3, 750,000 

If  to  this  the  whole  freight  transportation  is  added,  be- 
tween the  same  points,  it  amounts  to 4, 137,200 

Total 7,887,200 


It  is  not  probable  that  the  whole,  or  nearly  the  whole,  of  this 
freight  came  over  this  entire  distance;  but  it  will  not  alter  the  pro- 
portion  of  expense  if  we  assume  the  same  quantity  to  come  by  the 
other  or  interior  water  route. 

By  a  steam  line  through  the  bay,  the  canal,  and  river  route — each 
steamer  towing  the  requisite  barges — troops  could  be  transported 
from  New  York,  in  forty-eight  hours,  to  Washington,  with  more  com- 
fort to  themselves  and  less  exposure. 

Freight  could  also,  in  the  same  time  of  forty-eight  hours,  be  carried 
between  the  same  points;  and  for  the  foregoing  number  of  troops  and 
quantity  of  freight  the  transportation  would  be — 

750,000  troops $1,312,500 

1,500  tons  freight  daily  for  12  months 2,430, 000 

Total 3,742,500 

or  a  saving,  if  these  quantities  were  actually  carried,  of  $4,144,700, 
or  in  proportion  to  that  upon  all  troops  and  articles  of  freight  which 
should  be  sent  by  such  a  new  and  valuable  mode  of  conveyance. 

The  closing  of  the  Potomac  river  by  ice  is  no  unusual  occurrence, 
and  hence  this  road,  direct  to  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  for  this 
reason  and  for  rapid  and  economical  means  of  transport  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  and  to  guard  future  contingencies,  may  well  be 
deemed  a  military  necessity. 

The  extension  of  the  railroad  westward,  by  the  Point  of  Bocks  to 
Hagerstown,  and  the  connecting  link  from  Cumberland  to  Connells- 
ville,  add  vastly  to  the  resources  of  Washington — the  first  giving 
access  to  the  defences  of  the  valley  of  Virginia  by  the  short  distance 
of  forty  miles ;  the  second  opening  the  route  through  the  Cumber- 
land valley  into  Pennsylvania,  and  thence  by  Harrisburg  to  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  also  in  a  direct  line  northward  to  the  lakes ;  the 
third  making  a  complete  through  line  to  Pittsburg,  more  than  one 
hundred  miles  shorter  than  any  existing  railroad  route.  This  con- 
nected line  would  save  time  and  heavy  expense  upon  all  troops  and 
supplies  for  the  government,  whether  eastward  or  westward  ;  and  in 
view  of  a  prolongation  of  the  war,  or  of  foreign  wars,  these  roads 
may  be  regarded  also  as  military  necessities. 

It  IS  an  important  consideration  that  this  line  from  Washington  to 
Pittsburg  wiU  form  the  shortest  and  most  direct  connexion  with  the 
great  Pacific  railroad,  already  provided  for  by  Congress. 
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The  aid  asked  for  requires  no  expenditure  by  government,  nor 
does  it  seem  that  there  is  even  a  risk  of  any  ultimate  loss  or  pay- 
ment by  it  to  secure  the  construction.  A  simple  guarantee  of  the 
bonds  of  the  company,  for  which  they  pledge  their  road,  rolling 
stock,  and  real  estate  to  an  amount  greatly  beyond  the  bonds  guar- 
anteed, with  a  portion  of  their  revenue  sufficiently  large  to  form  a 
sinking  fund  for  liquidating  the  bonds  within  their  term,  is  all  the 
aid  called  for. 
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IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Febbuart  9,  1863.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  made  the  following 

EEPORT. 

[To  aax>mpany  bill  8.  No.  609.] 

The  Committee  an  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia,  having  had  under 
consideration  the  svhject  of  organizing  the  signal  corps  of  the  army, 
report  for  that  purpose  the  accompanying  fctfl,  (H,  M.  352,)  and  re- 
commend  that  it  may  he  parsed. 

This  bill,  presented  as  an  amendment,  and  by  way  of  substitution 
for  H.  R.  352,  passed  unanimously  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
April  16,  1862,  provides  for  a  force  less  in  number  than  that  con- 
templated in  that  bill.  This  is  done  after  full  consultation  with  the 
signal  oflScer  of  the  army,  and  with  the  experience  in  management 
of  the  force  in  the  field  for  eighteen  months  past. 

The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  organize,  for  the  term  of  the  war,  for 
its  more  perfect  instruction,  discipline,  and  management,  the  force 
now  known  and  serving  as  the  acting  signal  corps  of  the  army,  but 
which  is  made  up  of  officers  and  men  temporarily  detached  from  regi- 
ments, and  serving  under  circumstances  unjust  to  them  ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  preventing  the  most  skilful  and  thorough  discharge  of 
their  duty. 

This  contemplated  organization  is  temporary,  and  closes  with  the 
rebellion. 

The  rebel  congress  has,  by  two  acts,  organized  the  signal  service 
of  the  rebel  army. 

To  compete  with  this,  the  United  States  have  no  force  organized 
by  law. 

An  acting  signal  corps  has  now  been  serving  for  eighteen  months, 
and  some  organization  of  this  corps  is  indispensable.  This  bill  pro* 
vides  for  one  chief  signal  officer,  a  colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel, 
two  majors  ;  and  for  each  army  corps  or  military  department,  one 
captain,  not  more  than  eight  lieutenants,  and  in  the  proportion  of 
one  sergeant  and  six  privates  for  each  officer.  But  no  officer  or  en- 
isted  man  can  serve  in  this  corps  until  he  shall  have  been  examined 
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and  approved  by  a  board  to  be  convened  for  that  purpose  by  the 
Secretary  of  War.  The  officers  to  be  appointed  by  the  President, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  provides  for  two  clerks  in  the  oflSce  of  the  signal  officer. 
The  large  amount  of  property  now  in  the  hands  of  signal  officers, 
and  the  appropriation  of  the  present  session,  render  their  services 
necessary. 

The  corps  cannot  be  organized  more  economically  and  efficiently 
than  by  this  bill. 

In  no  case  can  the  number  of  officers  to  be  appointed  for  an  army 
corps,  say  twenty  thousand  men,  exceed  one  captain  and  eight 
lieutenants. 

If  such  be  the  rule  of  the  President,  there  need  be  but  a  single 
captain  for  an  army  corps. 

The  field  officers  for  the  whole  army  of  the  United  States  are  only 
four  in  number. 

The  expenses  for,  and  losses  of  property,  will  be  greater  without 
than  with  its  passage. 

The  expense  to  the  United  States  for  pay  of  officers  will  be  about 
the  same,  whether  this  bill  does  or  does  not  become  a  law. 

There  are  now,  and  have  been  for  many  months,  on  duty,  but 
temporarily  and  not  thoroughly  organized,  the  number  of  officers 
probably  to  be  provided  for  by  this  bill. 

On  signal  duty,  November  10,  1862:  Captains,  19;  lieutenants,  127; 
enlisted  men,  448. 

This  force  since  increased. 

It  is  intended  these  officers  and  men  shall  remain  on  this  duty. 
They  are  now  compelled  to  serve  upon  it. 

They  have  served  faithfully,  and  often  gallantly. 

The  casualties  in  the  field  have  been  :  One  wounded  at  battle  of 
"Winchester;  one  stricken  senseless  by  a  shell  at  Yorktown,  Virginia; 
one  killed  on  gunboat  Mound  City  at  Fort  St.  Charles,  Arkansas; 
one  killed  during  bombardment  at  Harrison's  Landing,  Virginia;  one 
wounded  at  Harrison's  Landing,  Virginia;  two  wounded  and  three 
killed,  of  six  men  accompanying  the  signal  officer,  at  battle  of  Ral- 
ston's  mill.  North  Carolina;  one  captured  at  Petersburg,  Virginia; 
two  at  Sugar  Loaf  mountain,  Maryland;  two  at  Fairview,  Maryland; 
one  at  the  mouth  of  Battle  creek,  Alabama;  three  at  Murfreesboro*, 
Tennessee. 

The  private  soldiers  serving  in  this  corps  for  now  a  year  and  a  half 
have  not  had  open  to  them  even  the  grade  of  a  corporal. 

The  officers  are  shut  out  from  legitimate  and  just  promotion. 

While  thus  held  and  serving,  and  without  reward,  the  consolida- 
tion of  regiments,  and  the  expiration  of  the  terms  of  service,  will 
deprive  many  of  the  most  skilful  of  their  commissions. 

The  service  everywhere  has  been  more  expensive  and  less  efficient  * 
than  it  would  be  if  organized. 

If  this  duty  is  not  to  be  recognized,  and  those  upon  it  are  to  have 
no  legitimate  promotion,  every  officer  and  man  kept  on  it  is  virtually 
degraded.     This  is  ungenerous  and  unjust. 
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It  is  impossible  to  instruct,  discipline,  and  control,  without  legal 
organization,  a  body  of  troops  of  this  size,  of  which  the  members 
feel  its  duties  may  be  only  temporary,  and  in  which  neither  their 
interests  nor  their  responsibility  are  permanent. 

The  signal  corps,  in  the  field  from  the  beginning  of  this  rebellion, 
and  taking  some  part  in  forty-seven  different  battles  and  expeditions, 
has  won,  by  the  good  conduct  and  gallantry  of  its  members  and  their 
valuable  services,  the  honorable  and  commendatory  notice  of  many 
distinguished  generals  and  naval  officers.  On  many  occasions  the  as- 
sistance it  has  rendered  could  have  been  given  in  no  other  manner, 
and  has  tended  effectually  to  favorable  results  to  our  arms. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  in  his  annual  report,  says  :  *'The  report  of 
Major  Myer,  of  the  signal  corps,  deserves  your  attention.  The  service 
of  this  corps  to  armies  in  the  field,  and  for  many  military  and  naval 
purposes,  is  highly  estimated.  At  present,  it  is  without  distinct  or- 
ganization, and  is  made  up  of  officers  detailed  from  other  branches 
of  the  service.     A  separate  organization  is  recommended. 

'*To  THE  President  :" 

The  committee  cannot  too  strongly  urge  the  speedy  passage  of  this 
bill ;  satisfied  as  they  are  that  the  services  of  the  signal  corps,  in  this 
rebellion,  have  been  most  valuable,  and  that  its  organization  is  both 
necessary  and  just. 

The  project  of  this  bill  was  submitted,  by  the  signal  officer  of  the 
army,  to  prominent  generals  for  their  views,  and  received  these  in- 
dorsements; which,  with  the  accompanying  letters,  were,  by  authority 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  laid  before  the  committee.  ^ . 


Indorsements  on  plan  of  a  ML  to  organize  a  signal  corps  tosefifiMuring 

the  existing  tear, 

**  Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

*'  fVashington,  January  6,  1863. 

**I  have  never  used  the  signal  corps  in  the  field  and  have  never 
seen  the  operations  of  the  system.  I  therefore  have  not  such  per- 
:?onal  knowledge  of  its  importance  as  to  enable  me  to  give  an  opinion. 
**  Relying,  however,  upon  the  opinion  of  the  officers  who  have 
employed  signal  officers  in  the  field,  I  respectfully  recommend  an 
increase  of  the  corps. 

**H.  W.  HALLECK, 

'*  General-in- Chief.'' 

**New  York,  January  17,  1863. 
**The  operations  of  the  signal  department  during  the  campaigns 
under  my  charge,  have  been  so  fruitful  in  results,  imperfectly  organ- 
ized as  the  department,  under  existing  laws,  has  been,  as  to  promise, 
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under  more  favorable  eircumstances,  in  respect  to  the  organization 
and  development  of  the  corps,  a  very  advanced  degree  of  usefulness. 

*' There  is  no  limit  to  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  the  rapid 
collection  and  transmission  of  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  movements 
in  a  campaign  or  on  the  field  of  battle,  or  the  ability  to  communicate 
orders  with  rapidity  and  accuracy. 

**  A  quick  apprehension  of  objects,  good  judgment,  superior  intel- 
ligence, and  some  military  knowledge,  or  at  least  the  aptitude  to 
acquire  it,  are  indispenable  requisites  to  the  forming  a  good  signal 
officer. 

**  With  selected  material,  this  branch  of  the  military  service  may 
be  developed  to  an  extent  not  now,  perhaps,  foreseen,  with  important 
gain  to  the  public  service. 

*'The  officers  now  in  the  corps  deserve  a  permanent  status  as  a 
reward  for  faithful,  intelligent,  and  gallant  services. 

''The  project  of  the  bill  is  good  in  itself,  and  I  hope  it  will  become 
a  law 

**GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
^^  Major  General  United  States  Army, ^^ 

* '  Would  suggest  one  addition  to  the  3d  section,  which  is,  in  case 
the  signal  corps  should  be  recruited  by  transfer  from  the  regiments, 
that  the  consent  of  the  commanding  officer  of  them  he  first  obtained. 
"In  other  respects  approved. 

•'JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
*  *  Major  General  'C.  G.  Division. ' ' 


HBADaUARTERS  ArMY  OP  THE  PoTOMAC, 

Camp  near  Falmouth,  Virginia,  January  27,  1863. 
I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  signal  corps  have  a  separate  organi- 
zation, and  that  the  vacancies  caused  by  officers  and  men  detached  from  their 
commands  on  that  duty  be  filled.     With  regard  to  the  details  of  the  organiza- 
tion as  to  pay,  numbers,  &c.,  I  cannot  give  any  opinion. 

D.  N.  COUCH. 
Major  General  United  States  Army. 

I  concur  fully  in  the  above  opinions  of  Major  General  Couch. 

DANIEL  BUTTERFIELD, 

Brigadier  General  of  Volunteers. 

I  cheerfully  recommend  the  passage  of  a  bill  containing  the  within  enactment. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major  General. 

I  know  no  objections  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  making  the  within  organiza- 
tion for  the  existing  war,  and  I  believe  that  its  passage  will  be  conducive  to  the 
interests  of  the  service. 

A.  B.  FRANKLIN, 
Major  General  Commanding  Left  Army  of  Potomac. 
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Hbadquarters  Twelfth  Corps, 

January  25,  1863. 

I  most  cordially  approye  the  proyisions  of  the  enclosed  bill. 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

[Extract] 
Letters  and  reports  from  officers  commanding  land  and  naval  forces. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade  Engineer  Corps, 

Beaufort,  South  Caroliiui,  January  3,  1862. 
Sir  :  •••••••• 

Now  the  signals  came  most  beantifullj  and  effcctiyely  into  use.  All  the  com- 
mands bore  the  flag  which  had  been  agreed  upon,  yiz :  a  ground  of  white  and 
blue.  The  signal  oflicer,  Lieutenant  Taflft,  was  with  the  skirmishers,  communi- 
cating constantlj  with  his  colleague,  Lieutenant  Cogswell,  on  board  the  Ottawa. 
The  concert  of  action  thus  established  was  absolutely  perfect. 

•  •••  •••  •• 

Moreoyer,  this  is  the  first  occasion  the  system  of  signals,  inyented  by  Major 
Myer  has  been  tested  in  actual  battle.  I  claim  for  the  signal  officers  of  my  staff, 
Lieutenants  Tafft  and  Cogswell,  the  merit  of  showing  the  code  to  be  a  perfect 
success,  and  myself  the  good  fortune  of  commanding  on  the  occasion. 

Says  Lieutenant  Cogswell,  who  was  on  board  the  Ottawa:  "  Permit  me,  be- 
fore closing,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  able  and  efficient  manner  in  which 
Lieutenant  Taffl  managed  the  signals  on  shore.  During  the  whole  march  from 
Adams's  Landing  to  the  ferry  he  so  managed  it  that  only  for  a  few  minutes  was 
he  80  situated  that  he  could  not  instantly  open  communication,  though  in  order 
to  accomplish  this  he  was  frequently  exposed  to  the  direct  fire  of  the  enemy.*' 

•  ••  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  I.  STEVENS, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding  Land  Forces. 
Capt.  L.  H.  Pblouze, 

Acting  Asst.  Adft  Gen%  Engineer  Corps,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 

January  21,  1862. 
Official. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


United  States  Gunhoat  Maratanza, 

Acquia  Creek,  September  5,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  beg  you  to  accept  my  thanks  for  the  assistance  you  haye  ren- 
dered on  board  this  vessel  as  signal  officer.  The  rapidity  and  correctness  of 
your  code  of  signals  is,  in  my  opinion,  admirable,  and  I  should  be  pleased  to  see 
some  such  introduced  in  the  naval  service. 

With  my  best  wishes,  I  remain*  very  truly,  yours, 

G.  H.  SCOTT,  Commander. 
Lieutenant  Paul  Babcock,  Jr.,  ^  i 

Acting  Signal  Officer.  Digitized  by  ^OOglC 
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[Extract  from  report  of  Major  General  John  Pope,  in  reference  to  operations  of  signal 
corps  daring  the  progress  of  the  Virginia  campaign.] 

General:  ••••••* 

The  detachment  of  the  signal  corps  with  the  various  anny  corps  rendered 
most  important  service,  and  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  value  of  that 
corps,  and  of  the  important  information  which  from  time  to  time  they  commu- 
nicated to  me.  They  were  many  times  in  positions  of  extreme  danger  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  POPE, 
Major  General. 
Brigadier  General  G.  W.  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  of  Engineers,  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps, 
Office  of  the  Commanding  General,  Yorktotcn,  Virginia,  January  IS,  1863. 

Sir  :  Having  employed  myself  in  bringing  your  plans  for  the  organization  of 
the  signal  corps  before  the  authorities  when  you  first  originated  them,  and  hav- 
ing, from  the  commencement  of  this  war,  been  in  constant  Intercourse  with  you 
or  your  officers  on  duty  in  the  field,  I  have  been  always  a  witness  to  the  great 
advantages  of  your  system  of  signals  to  the  service.  I  therefore  cordially 
agree  that  your  corps  of  signal  officers  is  justly  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  a 
separate  organization,  with  rank  and  promotion  as  in  other  corps  of  the  army. 
I  remain,  with  high  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  KEYES, 


Major  A.  J.  Mver,  United  States  Army, 

Chief  of  Signal  Corps. 


Major  General. 


United  States  Steamer  Wachusett, 

West  Point,  York  River,  Va.,  May  15,  1862. 

Sir  :  Lieutenant  J.  W.  DeFord,  11th  infantry,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Volun- 
teer Corps,  has  been  army  signal  officer  on  board  this  ship  during  the  operations 
of  the  gunboats  in  York  river,  and  it  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  say  that  his 
services  have  been  of  great  advantage  to  me  in  managing  the  movements  of  the 
squadron,  and  he  has  been  at  aU  times  attentive  and  prompt  in  the  performance 
of  his  duties,  and  particularly  were  his  services  very  valuable  in  the  engage- 
ment between  General  Franklin's  division  and  the  gunboats  and  the  rebel  forces 
near  this  place  on  the  7th  instant. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  SMITH, 
Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Wachusett. 
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Hbadquartbrs  Department  op  North  Carolina, 

Roanoke  Island^  March  5,  1862. 
Major  :  By  direction  of  General  Bumside,  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate 
to  you  his  acknowledgment  of  the  very  efficient  service  rendered  by  the  signal 
corps  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Fricker. 

Their  rapid  and  accurate  method  of  transmitting  messages  was  found  of  great 
advantage,  and  available  when  no  other  means  could  have  been  used. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  RICHMOND, 


Major  A.  J.  Mver, 

Signal  Oficer,  United  States  Army, 


Assistant  Adjutant  General, 


[Extract.] 

United  States  Gunboat  Galena, 

James  River,  July  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  express  my  opinion  of  the  value  of  the  mode  of  signaling 
invented  by  yourself  and  used  in  the  army. 

It  can  be  seen  when  the  navy  signals  cannot,  by  reason  of  calm  weather,  be 
distinguished.  In  misty  weather  it  can  be  read  further,  as  the  motions  of  the 
flag  are  more  visible  than  mere  difference  of  color. 

On  the  30th  of  June  and  1st  of  July,  when  we  were  required  to  cover  the 
flanks  of  the  army  by  firing  upon  an  unseen  enemy,  your  signals  served  to 
direct  the  fire,  ana  the  signsds  being  given  with  the  utmost  precision,  I  hope 
our  fire  was  thereby  made  useful. 

Your  method  is  no  new  thing  with  me,  since  I  saw  it  used  in  Georgia  between 

Frebom  Cut  and  Wright  river,  across  the  Savannah  river,  at  a  distance  which 

astonished  me,  and  where  navy  signals  could  not  have  been  seen.     For  the  navy 

I  think  your  code  invaluable.. 

•  •••••• 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS,  Commander. 


[Extract  ] 

General  Orders  No.  20.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Shenandoah, 

New  Market,  Virginia,  April  21,  1862. 

•  •••••• 

II.  The  officers  and  men  of  the  signal  corps.  Lieutenant  W.  W.  Rowley,  com- 
pany F,  28th  New  York  volunteers,  commanding,  by  their  diligence,  bravery, 
and  success,  have  given  proof  of  the  perfect  adaptation  of  theii*  system  of  signsds 
to  every  condition  and  position  of  the  army.  On  the  field  of  battle,  in  the 
thickest  of  the  fight,  they  have  transmitted  orders  with  the  utmost  rapidity  and 
unerring  accuracy.  In  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  foremost  in  the  advance,  they 
have  kept  our  communications  open  on  every  side  by  a  mobilized  telegi*aph, 
which  shi^d  its  position  and  renewed  its  capacity  for  the  transmission  of  intel- 
ligence with  the  momentary  change  of  events.  ^  j 
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It  is  but  just  to  oflSicers  and  men  to  announce  the  entire  success  of  their  labors, 

and  the  satisfactory  discharge  of  the  very  important  duties  assigned  them. 

•  •••••• 

By  command  of  Major  General  N.  P.  Banks. 

B.  MORRISS  COPELAOT), 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


United  States  Steamer  Gimmerone, 

James  River  Flotilla,  August  2,  1862. 
Sir  :  It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  certify  to  the  eflficiency  of  your  new 
system  of  army  signals.     It  is  the  very  best  I  have  ever  seen,  and  far  sur- 
passes any  other  I  am  acquainted  with  for  compactness  and  great  ease  in  the 
method  of  transmitting  messages ;  also,  its  faculty  of  langus^e  is  greater  than 

any  other  now  in  use.     I  trust  it  will  be  adopted  in  the  naval  service. 

•  •••••••• 

I  make  this  statement,  as  I  think  every  officer  in  the  navy  should  give  his 
experience  regarding  this  system  of  signals,  believing  through  this  means  it  may 
eventually  be  introduced  on  shipboard. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

MAX  WOODHULL, 
Commander  United  States  Navy. 
Major  A.  J.  Mver,  U.  S.  A., 

Signal  Officer  of  the  Army. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

October  15,  1862. 

General  :  The  signal  corps,  under  Major  Myer,  rendered,  during  the  opera- 
tions at  Antietam,  a«  well  as  at  South  Mountain,  and  during  the  whole  move- 
ments of  the  army,  efficient  and  valuable  service.  Indeed,  by  its  services  here, 
as  on  other  fields  elsewhere,  this  corps  has  gallantly  earned  its  title  to  an  inde- 
pendent and  permanent  organization. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 


Brigadier  General  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant  General  United  States  Army, 


Major  General  Commanding. 


[Extract] 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  January  3,  1862. 
Sir:      ••••••••• 

Lieutenant  Cogswell,  an  acting  signal  officer  of  the  army,  was  directed  to 
report  to  me  for  duty,  and  furnished  me  with  the  means  of  constantly  commu- 
nicating with  General  Stevens,  with  a  facility  and  rapidity  unknown  to  the 
naval  service.  I  take  this  opportunity  of  recommending  that  the  code  of  signals 
invented  by  Major  Myer  be  at  once  introduced  into  the  navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  R.  P.  ROGERS,  Commander. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Greneral  Orders  No.  24.]  • 

Headquarters  Army  of  Virginia. 

The  major  general  commanding  takes  occasion  to  acknowledge  the  very  val- 
uable services  rendered  by  the  signal  officers  of  this  army,  and  the  parties  nnder 
their  charge,  during  the  recent  operations  of  this  command  against  the  enemy, 
and  the  engagement  with  them  at  Cedar  Mountain. 

Second  Lieutenant  Joseph  H.  Spencer,  (acting  signal  officer,)  who,  during  this 
period,  was  stationed  on  Thoroughfare  Mountain,  overlooking  the  camp  of  the 
enemy,  was  at  one  time  driven  with  his  party  from  that  post  by  a  regiment  of 
rebel  cavalry,  but  returned  thereto  at  great  personal  risk,  and  re-established  his 
station  within  two  hours  thereafter.  The  information  furnished  by  him  from 
this  station  was  of  an  important  nature,  and  assisted  materially  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  operatioDS. 

First  Lieutenants  Brooks  and  Adams,  (acting  signal  officers,)  during  the 
entire  action  on  Cedar  Mountain,  were  posted  on  the  battle-field.  First  Lieu- 
tenant E.  C.  Pierce,  (acting  signal  officer,)  stationed  at  Culpepper,  and  First  Lieu- 
tenant Wilson,  (acting  signal  officer,)  by  their  energy  and  universal  attention  to 
duty  during  this  time  in  Punishing  and  receiving  signal  messages,  rendered  vaU 
oable  service  to  the  major  general  commanding  the  army. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Pope : 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Cokmelf  A.  A.  General,  and  Chief  of  Staff, 

Official.  MYER  ASCH, 

Captain  and  V.  Aide-de-camp, 


United  States  Steamer  Mahaska, 

December  3,  1862. 
General  :  Having  learned  that  Lieutenant  Andrews,  of  the  signal  corps,  has 
been  detached  from  this  vessel,  I  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  I  consiaer  the 
presence  of  a  signal  officer  on  board  this  vessel  highly  necessary  for  our  efficient 
co-operation  with  the  army  under  your  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER, 
Commanding  and  Senior  Officer,  York  River  vicinity. 
Major  General  £.  D.  Kbybs, 

Commanding  4tth  Corps  United  States  Army. 


[Extract  from  official  report  of  General  I.  I.  Stevens,  of  the  battle  of  James  Island,  June 

16,  1862.] 

•  ••••••••• 

My  signal  officers.  Lieutenants  Tafft  and  Howard,  are  worthy  of  honorable 
mention.  Lieutenant  Tafft  took  his  station  in  an  advanced  and  exposed  part 
of  the  field,  and  kept  constantly  in  communication  with  Lieutenant  Howard,  at 
the  gunboats. 

•  ••••••••ft 

The  gunboats  Ellen  and  Hale  came  into  action  at  a  late  hour,  but  by  their 
excellent  range,  obtained  by  the  assistance  of  Signal  Officer  0.  H.  Howard,  who 
had  been  upon  the  Ellen  for  several  successive  days,  did  veiy  great  execution 
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among  the  ranks  of  the  enemy.     •     •     •     •      Much  credit  ia  due  them  for 
the  precision  with  which  their  firfi  was  directed,  at  such  long  range.     •      •     • 

I.  I.  STEVENS, 

Brigadier  General. 


[Extract  from  General  A.  £.  Barnside's  report  of  battle  at  Newbern,  N.  C] 

Newbbrn,  North  Carolina, 

March  16,  1862. 

•  ••••••••• 

By  signals  agreed  upon,  the  naval  vessels,  with  the  armed  vessels  of  my  force, 
were  informed  of  our  progress,  and  were  thereby  enabled  to  assist  us  much  in 
our  march  by  shelling  the  road  in  advance.     •     •     •     • 

I  have  the  honor,  general,  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 
Brigadier  General,  CorrCg  Department  of  North  Carolina, 
General  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant  General  United  States  Army, 


United  States  Steamer  Yankee, 
Off  Acquia  Creek,  December  21,  1862. 

3Iv  Dear  Sib:  Wlien  I  learned  that  the  portion  of  the  Potomac  flotilla 
under  my  command  in  the  Rappahannock  was  no  longer  needed  there,  I  left 
the  river  on  Friday  last ;  and  as  the  communication  with  headquarters  by  the 
road  was  uncertain,  and  transportation  difficult  to  obtain  at  Brisco  mines,  I 
deemed  it  advisable  to  bring  the  signal  officers  you  so  kindly  detailed  for  my 
command  to  this  point,  where  there  is  transportation  by  rail  to  your  camp. 

I  cannot  let  this  opportunity  pass  without  telling  you  of  how  much  service 
these  gentlemen  (Lieutenants  Paine,  Halsted,  and  Camp)  have  been  to  us  during 
our  stay  in  the  Rappahannock. 

The  code,  without  a  single  exception,  has  worked  admirably,  and  we  have 
used  it  daily  to  keep  up  communication  with  the  different  vessels. 

During  our  engagement  with  the  enemy  I  had  occasion  to  communicate  by 
the  code  with  my  vessels,  and  notwithstanding  the  heavy  firing  and  smoke, 
there  was  no  failure  to  communicate  promptly  and  correctly. 

Your  kind  letter  of  to-day  is  received.  Although  there  now  exists  no  positive 
necessity  for  any  of  your  corps  remaining  with  me,  an  emergency  might  occur 
when  their  service  would  render  us  effective  aid.  For  instance,  if  the  enemy 
should  make  a  dash  on  the  quartermaster  or  commissary  stores,  or  public 
property  at  this  place,  a  signal  officer  on  shore,  and  one  on  board,  would  enable 
us  to  use  our  guns ;  without  them  we  might  fire  into  our  own  troops.  I  should, 
therefore,  like  to  have  two  or  three  (the  same  party)  if  they  can  be  spared.  ■ 

Should  you  require  them,  you  can  telegraph,  and  they  can  go  by  the  next 
train  to  camp. 

If  this  suggestion  meets  with  your  approval,  please  communicate  by  telegraph. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

SAMUEL  MAGAW, 
Lieutenant  Cammanding,  Sft\,  ^c. 

Captain  Samuel  T.  Cushing, 

Chief  Acting  Signal  Officer  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
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Respectfiilly  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  chief  signal  officer,  United 
States  army. 

SAMUEL  T.  GUSHING, 
Captain  and  Chief  Acting  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 


HEADCirARTERS  SECOND  BRIGADE,  E.  C, 

Beauforty  S.  C,  January  3,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  desire  to  express  my  gi-eat  confidence  in  your  code  of  signals, 
from  my  actual  experience  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  CTeat  skill  and  merit  of  the  signal  officers  of  my  command,  Lieutenant  TafiTt 
and  Lieutenant  Cogswell. 

In  my  official  report  of  the  affair  at  Port  Royal  ferry  on  New  Year's  day  I 
have  stated  that  the  signaling  was  a  perfect  success.  It  was,  indeed,  an  extra- 
ordinary success.  So  far  as  I  am  advised,  this  is  the  first  time  it  has  been 
tested  in  actual  battle. 

It  affords  me  the  greater  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  give  this  testimonial  from 
the  circumstance  that  I  had  faith  in  your  code  in  the  beginniug,  as  you  will 
well  remember,  and  lent  my  humble  name  in  favor  of  your  appointment  to  your 
present  position. 

Truly,  your  friend, 

ISAAC  I.  STEVENS, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding. 
Major  Albert  J.  Mver, 

Signal  Officer  of  the  Army,  Washington  City. 


Potomac  Flotilla,  United  States  Steamer  Yankee, 

OffAquia  Creek,  December  21,  1862. 
Sir  :  On  the  1st  instant  Captain  Cushing,  chief  signal  officer  of  the  army  of 
the  Potomac,  detailed  for  duty  under  my  command  Lieutenants  Paine,  Halsted, 
and  Camp,  and  while  in  the  Rappahannock  the  facility  with  which  they  com- 
municated, and  the  correctness  of  their  communications,  elicited  the  admiration 
of  myself  and  the  officers  of  the  several  gunboats  under  my  command. 

On  the  10th  six  of  our  steamers  were  attacked  by  two  batteries  of  the  enemy 
just  below  Port  Royal,  they  attempting  to  drive  us  down  the  river,  or  from  our 
position.  Amidst  heavy  firing  and  much  smoke  the  signal  officers  conveyed 
constant  and  correct  information  between  myself,  van,  and  rear.  I  take  the 
liberty  of  calling  your  attention,  &c. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  l^IAGAW, 
Lieut,  ComW,  Coming  1st  Division  Potomac  Flotilla, 
Major  A.  J.  Myer, 

Chief  Signal  Officer  V,  S.  A.,  158  F  street,  Washington,  D,  C 


United  States  Military  Telegraph. 
To  Adjutant  General  U.  S,  A.: 

Staynes,  Ludwick,  Wood,  and  McNary  are  transferred  (orders  three  hundred 
and  eighty-eight)  from  this  army  to  Memphis.     This  order  breaks  W^mj  small 
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signal  corps,  which  I  had  just  in  working  trim.     Cannot  believe  it  intended  to 
deprive  this  army  of  signal  corps.  Therefore,  earnestly  ask  order  to  be  re&cinded. 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS. 

Major  General. 
Received  December  22,  1862,  from  Nashville. 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 

December  22,  1862. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  signal  officer. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Office  of  the  Signal  Officer, 

Washington,  December  23,  1862. 

Upon  the  within  representation  of  Major  General  W.  S.  Rosecrans,  it  is 
requested  that  so  much  of  Special  Order  No.  388,  current  series,  recommended 
by  this  office,  as  relates  to  the  signal  corps  in  the  department  of  the  Cumber- 
land, be  rescinded. 

It  becomes  the  duty  of  the  signal  officer  to  now  state  that  it  is  impossible  for 
him  to  properly  supply  the  many  demands  for  the  services  of  signal  officers 
with  active  armies,  and  to  urge  upon  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  the  pro- 
priety of  recommending  immediate  legislation  for  the  organization  of  the  corps. 

ALBERT  J.,  MYER, 
Signal  Officer  of  the  Army. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Adjutant  GeneraVs  Office,  Washington,  January  21,  1862. 

SlR:  I  take  great  pleasure  in  executing  the  instructions  of  the  general-in- 
chief  by  enclosing,  for  your  information,  an  extract  from  the  report  of  Brigadier 
Generd  1. 1.  Stevens,  commander  of  an  expedition  against  the  enemy's  batteries 
opposite  Port  Royal  island.  South  Carolina,  dated  the  2d  instant,  in  which  your 
system  of  signals  is  very  highly  commended. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Major  A.  J.  3fvER, 

Signal  Officer  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Woodstock,  Virginia, 

April  2d,  1862. 

Major;  In  n*ply  to  your  comiDiniication  it  affords  me  sincere  pleasure  to  be 
able  to  Biate  timt  Linutfiiant  W.  W.  Rowley,  acting  signal  officer,  and  his  signal 
eorp§,  1  '      11  of  esseiUial  scrvifp  to  myeelf  and  my  command,  previous  to, 

^Jniilif  ^'  the  battle  of  WiuchDiitcr,     They  kept  me  invariably  informed 

of'  )!  <jf  the  enemyj  and  thus  enabled  me  to  make  dispositions  to 

&j    ■  ■ 

b  rehilioii  to  tills  corps,  and  especially  as  it  regards 
I  have  never  witnessed  more  fearless  courage  than 
,  the  diichiirge  of  their  duty ;  such  has  been  the 
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rapidity  and  gallantry  with  which  they  dashed  forward  and  hoisted  their  signals, 
at  points  that  I  still  thought  occupied  by  the  enemy,  that  I  sometimes  mistook 
for  a  moment  their  signals  for  the  flags  of  the  rebels. 

Take  it  all  in  all,  I  consider  this  signal  system  in  the  hands  of  skilful  and 
resolute  men,  like  those  of  this  corps,  as  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  devices 
for  obtaining  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  movements,  and  for  continuing  our 
own  movements  simultaneous,  that  has  appeared  in  our  age  and  country. 

I  truly  regret  that  I  was  not  better  acquainted  with  its  full  capacity  at  the 
battle  of  Wmchester,  for  I  now  think  if  I  had  I  could  have  employed  it  in  a 
manner  to  have  insured  the  entire  destruction  of  the  enemy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  SHIELDS, 
Commanding  Division, 
Major  B.  Morris  Gopeland, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Department  Shenandoah. 


Headquarters  18th  Army  Corps, 
Newhem,  North  Carolina,  December  31,  1862. 

Major  :  It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  bear  witness  to  the  generally  efficient 
and  faithful  performance  of  his  duties  by  Captain  David  A.  Taylor,  chief  acting 
signal  officer  in  this  department,  and  especially  during  the  late  march  to  Golds- 
boro*  and  the  action  near  that  place,  where  he  was  constantly  in  the  advance, 
and  was  very  efficient  in  the  selection  of  proper  positions  for  the  artillery,  &c. 
I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Major  A.  J.  Myrr, 

Signal  Officer  United  States  Army, 


Headquarters  5th  Army  Corps, 
White  Plains,  Virginia,  November  7,  1862. 
•  ♦  •  •  ••  •  •  • 

From  the  moment  Captain  Babcock  and  his  party  joined  me,  near  Sharps- 
burg,  to  the  present  time,  the  party  has  been  actively,  energetically,  and,  in 
many  cases,  perseveringly  engaged  in  opening  communication  with  general 
headquarters  and  other  points  of  observation,  and  has  been  of  the  best  service 
to  me  and  the  corps.  •  •  •  If  it  were  in  the  power  of  the  com- 
manding general  to  provide  signal  parties  at  each  corps  headquarters,  the  value 
of  the  system  would  be  more  highly  appreciated  and  their  presence  always 
desired  if  they  work  as  faithfully  and  intelligently  as  Captain  Babcock  and  his 
party.  Their  services  at  the  present  time,  when  there  are  so  many  prominent 
points  of  observation,  are  especially  valuable  in  aiding  communication  with  dif- 
ferent points  of  the  army,  and  inestimable  in  case  of  a  general  action. 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Major  General  Commanding, 

Indorsement  on  report :  Paul  Babcock,  jr.,  captain  and  acting  signal  officer. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Newbern,  North  Carolina,  May  2,  1862. 
Your  communication  of  March  27  was  placed  among  my  private  papers,  and 
thereby  escaped  the  prompt  attention  it  should  have  had. 

The  signals  referred  to  in  the  sentence  of  my  report  quoted  in  your  letter, 
were  made  either  by  or  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Lieutenant  Fricker, 
the  chief  of  my  signal  corps,  and  were  of  the  most  efficient  service  in  keeping 
open  communication  with  the  navy. 

The  efficiency  of  his  code  of  signals  has,  I  think,  been  most  fully  established, 
and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  have  become  acquainted  with  or  have  seen 
its  operations. 

I  cheerfully  bear  testimony  to  the  invaluable  aid  they  have  been  to  me  in  this 
expedition,  and  do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  the  introduction  of  a  general  sys- 
tem of  tield  signals  throughout  the  army.  « 

I  will  add  that  at  Roanoke,  Newbem,  and  during  the  siege  of  Fort  Macon, 
by  placing  the  signal  officers  on  the  boats  and  at  difl'erent  points  on  shore,  I  was 
enabled  to  keep  up  a  constant  communication  with  the  navy. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 
Major  General,  Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina. 
Major  Albert  J.  Mver, 

Signal-  Officer,  United  States  Army. 


The  accompanying  communication  from  Commander  Foxhall  A.  Parker  was 
indorsed  as  follows : 

"Respectfully  referred  to  Major  General  Dix.  Lieutenant  Andrews  has  tele- 
graphed that  he  is  ordered  on  duty  at  Fort  Monroe.  No  orders  to  relieve  him 
from  duty  have  been  received  here.  I  consider  Lieutenant  Andrews's  services 
absolutely  necessarv  here.  He  has  acted  in  concert  with  Lieutenant  Benson, 
and  has  been  posted  on  the  gunboat.  At  no  place  have  I  seen  greater  necessity 
for  two  signal  officers  than  here. 

«E.  D.  KEYES,  Major  General. 

"December  3,  1862." 


On  Board  United  States  Gunboat  Currituck, 

Upper  Pamunkey  River,  June  17,  1862. 

Lieutenant  George  J.  Clarke,  62d  New  York  State  volunteers,  acting  signal 
officer,  reported  to  me  for  duty  May  7,  1862. 

The  system  of  signals  used  by  him  (Major  A.  J.  Myer's)  has  been  of  great 
service,  working  always  with  invariable  success. 

From  experience  I  am  convinced  that  Major  A.  J.  Myer's  system  of  signals 
is  unequalled  for  simplicity  and  rapidity  of  working. 

WM.  F.  SHANKLAND, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding  United  States  Gunboat  Currituck. 
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HfiADaUARTBRS  DEPARTMENT  OP  THE  SoUTH, 

Hilton  Head,  Part  Royal,  South  Carolina,  November  22,  1862. 

Major:  It  affords  me  much  gratification  to  be  able  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
value  and  efficiency  of  the  code  of  signals  introduced  by  you  in  this  army,  as 
also  to  the  zeal  and  ability  of  First  Lieutenant  E.  J.  Keenan  and  the  officers  of 
the  signal  corps  in  this  department  under  my  command. 

I  have  had  opportunities  dmring  the  late  expeditions  under  my  command  to 
St.  John's  and  Focotaligo,  especially  when  co-operating  with  naval  forces,  of 
remarking  the  fluency  and  correctness  with  which  even  the  most  comprehensive 
messages  were  conveyed  by  this  admirable  system.  In  the  field,  also,  this  corps 
is  of  great  importance  in  regulating  the  fire  of  artillery  and  insuring  the  accurate 
co-operation  of  troops,  while  the  simplicity  of  the  signal  apparatus  adapts  it  to 
any  position  where  the  least  elevation  can  be  obtained. 

The  signal  corps  in  this  department  is  further  of  great  use  to,  and  conduces 
much  to,  the  safety  of  the  command  in  general,  by  insuring  headquarters  speedy 
communication  with  the  outposts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BRANNAN, 
Brigadier  General,  Commanding  Department, 

Major  A.  J.  Mybr, 

Signal  Officer,  United  States  service. 


Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  May  11,  1862. 
I  take  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  very  efficient  services  rendered 
by  officers  of  the  signal  corps  on  duty  with  the  third  brigade  during  the  action  of 
Roanoke  and  Newbem,  and  especially  during  the  investment  and  reduction  of 
Fort  Macon.  i 

JOHN  G.  PARKE, 
Brigadier  General,  Commanding  Third  Division, 


Headquarters  First  Division, 

Newbem,  North  Carolina,  May  18,  1862. 

1  can  bear  full  testimony  to  the  value  of  the  services  of  Lieutenant  Gordon, 
both  as  signal  officer  and  aideniie-camp  to  myself  during  the  whole  time  he  has 
been  serving  on  my  staff. 

At  the  battle  of  Roanoke  island  and  Newbem  he  displayed  marked  bravery 
while  acting  as  my  aid  in  carrying  orders  under  a  very  hot  fire. 

While  advancing  towards  Newbern  from  {he  place  of  landing  at  Slocum's 
creek.  Lieutenant  Gordon  was  always  in  the  very  advance  with  me,  and  ready 
at  any  moment  to  send  up  rockets,  which  we  used  as  we  advanced  to  inform  the 
fleet  of  our  movements. 

I  make  the  above  full  statement  as  a  simple  act  of  justice  to  a  brave  and  ef- 
ficient man,  who  has  been  of  decided  service  to  me. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Brigadier  General  U.  S.  A.,  Commanding  Division. 
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Flag-Ship  Wachusbtt,  September  28,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  I  cannot  part  with  Lieutenant  Clura  and  his  aasociatcs  of  your 
corps  without  expressing  to  you,  and  through  you  to  them,  the  high  opinion  I 
entertain  of  their  character  as  gentlemen  and  officers.  It  will  always  afford  me 
great  pleasure  to  have  them  again  under  my  command  should  circumstances 
make  it  necessary, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

CHARLES  WILKES,  U.  S.  N., 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Major  Myer, 

Chief  of  Signal  Corps,  United  States  Army, 


[Extract.] 

Official  report  of  General  Weitzd  of  battle  of  Georgia  Landing,  Louisiana, 

Headquarters  Eeservb  Brigade, 

Bayou  Lafourche,  near  Thibodeaux,  La,y  October  29,  1862. 

Major:  •  •  •  •  •  ^ 

The  signal  corps,  also,  has  been  of  great  service  to  me. 

•  ••••• 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  WEITZEL, 
Brigadier  General  United  States  Volunteers, 

Commanding  Reserve  Brigade, 
Major  Geo.  0.  Strong, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

Department  of  the  Gulf,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 


[Extract.] 

Report  of  the  march  of  the  first  division,  fifth  corps  d*armee,firom  Strasburg^ 
Virginia,  to  Wtlliam^port,  Maryland,  on  the  2ith  and  25th  days  of  Mayt 
1862. 

Headquarters  Army  Shenandoah. 

•  ••••• 

The  signal  corps.  Lieutenant  W.  W.  Rowley  commanding,  rendered  most 
valuable  service  on  the  field  and  on  the  march.  There  sho^d  be  some  provi- 
sion for  the  prompt  promotion  of  officers  and  men  so  brave  and  useful  as  thoso 

composing  this  corps. 

•  ••••• 

N.  P.  BANKS,  Major  General, 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secret-ary  of  War, 
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Headquarters  Middle  DEPARTMENTr 

Baltimore,  Maryland^  April  7,  18621 
Sir  :  It  is  my  dedire  to  have  Lieutenant  William  Yamblyn,  assistant  signal^ 
officer,  permanently  assigned  to  this  department,  on  signal  duty.  Nearly  sSi  of* 
the  old  regiments  have  been  ordered  away,  and  there  are  constantly  arriving, 
new  regiments  that  require  instructions.  It  is  my  desire,  therefore,  that  Lieu- 
tenant Yamblyn  should  be  assigned  to  the  duty,  as  he  has  given  good  satisfac^ 
tion  while  under  my  command  temporarily. 

The  major  general  commanding  suggests  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  have- 
one  officer  at  each  of  the  forts,  McHenry,  Federal  Hill,  and  Marshall,  instructed 
in  the  system  of  field  signals,  so  that  each  post  could  conmiunicate  with  the 
other  in  case  of  need. 
By  request  of  Major  Greneral  Dix. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  T.  VAN  BUREN, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
Major  A.  J.  Myer, 

Signal  Officer,  United  States  Service, 


Washington,  D.  C,  August  11,  1862. 
Major  :  I  am  directed  by  Brigadier  General  Silas  Casey,  United  States  army^ 
to  inform  you  that  acting  signal  officers  First  Lieutenant  Wm.  S.  Stryker,  12th 
Virginia  volunteers,  First  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Hutchinson,  3d  Virginia  volunteers,, 
were  of  essential  service  to  General  Casey  in  the  evacuation  of  White  House,. 
Virginia,  on  the  28th  June,  1862. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  WALTER  WEST, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide'de-Camp,. 
Major  A.  J.  Myer,  United  States  Army, 

Signed  Officer  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Harrison  Landing,  Va. 


Ordnance  Office,  Navy  Yard^ 

Boston,  May  19,  1862., 
Sir  :  I  cheerfully  state  my  convictions  of  the  great  utility  of  the  system  of* 
flag  communications,  as  practiced  on  board  the  Wachusett,  under  my  command, 
at  York  river,  during  the  past  month  of  April,  in  establishing  and  keeping  up 
in  the  most  satisfactory  manner  the  necessary  intercourse  between  the  army  and 
naval  forces ;  and  that  the  above  services  were  performed  in  the  most  prompt 
and  intelligent  manner  by  yourself  as  senior,  and  your  assistant  associated  with 
you  in  the  duty. 

I  would  commend  the  system  in  the  strongest  terms  as  a  military  necessity  of 
the  present  day. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  8.  MISSROON, 
Commander,  United  States  Navy^^ 
Lteatenant  J.  W.  Db  Ford,  • 

Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer,  United  States  Army,. 

Rep.  Com.  82 2 
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United  States  Steamer  Seminole, 

Norfolk,  Virginia,  JuTie  11,  1862. 

'Sir  :  While  the  United  States  steamer  Wachasett,  under  mj  command,  was 
•operating  in  York  river  in  the  month  of  May  last,  before  and  after  the  evacuation 
of  Yorktown,  Lieutenants  De  Tord  and  Clum,  with  four  privates  of  the  United 
States  army  signal  corps,  were  on  board.  I  found  their  services  very  val- 
uable in  communicating  promptly  with  the  army,  and  also  with  the  vessels  of 
the  flotilla,  on  board  of  which  signal  officers  were  stationed. 

Particularly  on  the  7th  May,  at  Mess  Point,  when  General  Franklin's  divi- 
sion was  attacked  by  the  rebels,  the  services  of  the  signal  officers  were  of  great 
advantage  to  me,  enabling  me  to  communicate  with  the  forces  on  shore  much 
quicker  than  I  could  have  done  by  boats  or  any  other  means  in  my  power. 

From  my  personal  observation,  I  think  that  the  services  of  the  army  signal 
corps  have  been  of  great  value  to  us  in  our  co-operation  with  the  army  in  the 
rivers  of  this  neighborhood. 

W.  SMITH, 
Commander  United  States  Navy. 


United  States  Gunboat  Maeatanza, 

James  River,  June  17,  1862. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  desire  to  express  to  you  my  thanks  for  the  valuable  as- 
sistance you  have  rendered  while  on  board  this  vessel  as  signal  officer. 

More  particularly  upon  the  occasion  of  the  battle  at  West  Point,  when  Gen- 
eral Franklin's  command  was  attacked  by  an  overwhelming  force,  your  services 
in  this  capacity  call  for  marked  recognition  and  acknowledgment,  as  it  was 
through  your  assistance  I  was  enabled  to  take  up  exactly  the  right  position, 
and  pour  my  fire  into  an  unseen  enemy  with  precision  and  effect,  tending  greatly 
to  his  discomfiture  and  repulse.  "^ 

I  hope  the  department  will  speedily  recognize  the  value  of  your  services,  and 
that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  some  such  code  as  that  used  so  advantage- 
ously by  the  army  will  be  introduced  into  the  naval  service. 

Wishing  you  full  opportunities  for  usefulness  to  the  country  and  yourself,  I 
remain,  very  truly,  yours, 

T.  H.  STEVENS, 
Lieutenant  Commanding. 
Lieutenant  Paul  Babcock, 

United  States  Signal  Corps. 


Office  of  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 
Headquarters,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  December  7,  1862. 

Captain  :  It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  signal  telegraph 
line  from  these  headquarters  to  Belle  Plain  has  been  of  great  service  to  me  in  trans- 
mitting messages  to  and  receiving  then^from  the  subsistence  depot  at  the  latter 
named  place. 
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The  meBsages  have  been  transmitted  quickly  and  accurately,  and  I  regard 
the  line  as  of  much  importance  to  operations  in  the  field. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  T.  CLARK, 
Colanely  and  A.  D.  C.  and  C.  S, 
Captain  S.  T.  Cusuing, 

Chief  Signal  Officer^  Army  of  Potomac, 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 
Office  of  ChieJ  Quartermaster,  Camp  near  Falmouth,  Va,, 

December  8,  1862. 
Captain  :  I  desire  to  thank  you  for  the  very  prompt  manner  in  which  you 
extended  your  field  signal  telegraph  line  from  this  camp  to  Belle  Plain,  and  to  ex- 
press to  you  my  perfect  satismction  with  the  great  usefulness  and  accuracy  of 
the  line.  I  have  used  it  daily,  and  have  found  it  a  rapid  and  efficient  mode  of 
communication  with  that  depot. 

It  must  necessarily  be  of  infinite  service  and  importance  to  an  army  in  the 
field,  furnishing,  as  does  the  signal  telegraph,  a  prompt  and  sure  means  of  com- 
munication between  the  different  depots,  corps,  grand  divisions,  and  general 
headquarters. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

RUFUS  INGALLS, 
Lieut.  Colonel,  and  A.  D.  C.  and  Chief  Quartermaster, 
Captain  CusHiNO, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


The  reports  of  the  signal  oflScers,  which  were  also  placed  before 
the  committee,  make  a  record  of  great  interest,  and  the  committee 
recommend  also  that  they  be  printed. 
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37th  Congrbss,    )  SENATE.  (  Bep.  Com. 

3d  Session.        [  {    No.  83. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES.. 


Fbbbvaet  9,  1863. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  MoBBiLL  made  the  following 

KEPORT. 

[To  aooompany  bill  S.  No.  610.] 

In  the  case  of  the  ship  '*Argo/'  the  facts  are  these  :  The  ship 
wsA  under  a  charter  in  1861  to  proceed  to  City  Point,  Ya. ;  thence 
to  Bremen  with  a  cargo  of  tobacco,  on  foreign  account;  and  thence 
to  Quebec.  While  loading  at  City  Point  the  ports  of  Virginia  were 
blockaded,  allowing  to  owners  until  the  fifteenth  of  May,  1861,  to 
load  and  clear  their  vessels. 

The  *'Argo"  left  City  Point  on  the  twelfth  of  May,  and  was  pro- 
ceeding on  her  voyage  to  Bremen,  and  on  the  fourteenth  of  May,  at 
Hampton  Roads,  was  seized  and  taken  possession  of  by  the  United 
States  flag-officer  of  the  blockading  fleet,  and  sent  to  New  York  as 
prize  of  war. 

The  ship  was  held  in  custody  of  officers  of  the  United  States  at  the 
latter  place  until  the  twenty- fourth  of  May,  when  she  was  released, 
and  afterwards  returned  to  the  custody  of  the  captain,  by  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  no  legal  proceedings  having  been  insti- 
tuted. 

The  owner  of  the  ship  '*Argo''  presents  a  claim  against  the  gov- 
ernment for  money  paid  in  New  York,  the  port  to  which  she  was 
taken,  being  her  expenses,  Ac,  $2,051  60.  For  damages  of  deten- 
tion eighteen  days  from  her  seizure  at  Hampton  Roads  on  the 
fourteenth  of  May,  and  her  discharge  and  departure  on  her  voyage 
from  New  York  on  the  thirty-first  of  that  month,  estimated  at  $5  50 
per  ton  per  month,  $3,557  34.  For  damages  consequent  the  delay 
of  the  ship  at  New  York,  whereby  she  lost  her  return  cargo  at  Bre- 
men, which  was  to  be  taken  on  a  given  day,  $3,000.  For  extra  in- 
surance, by  reason  of  being  late  at  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  on  her 
return  voyage,  $800,  and  for  loss  of  two  anchors  and  one  cable, 
490.  ... 

The  committee  deem  a  claim  for  disbursements  and  expenses  in  the 
port  of  New  York,  the  direct  result  of  her  detention  by  the  govern- 
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ment,  and  also  the  damage  for  detention,  should  be  paid  by  the  gov- 
ernment. 

The  claims  for  supposed  loss  of  return  cargo  at  Bremen,  money  paid 
for  insurance,  loss  of  anchors  and  cable,  do  not  fall  within  the  saoie 
principle;  the  contingency  upon  which  they  are  based,  remote  and 
uncertain,  and  are  not  such  as  the  government  can  recognize  as  just. 

The  committee  estimate  the  expenses  and  disbursements  at  New 
York  $1,916  98,  and  damages  for  detention  eighteen  days,  at  four 
dollars  per  ton  per  month,  one  thousand  and  seventy-five  tons,  $2,580. 

The  following  papers  are  made  a  part  of  the  report :  The  memo- 
rial of  the  owner ;  protest  and  extension  of  same ;  letters  of  R.  T. 
McGook  ;  general  clearance  of  ship;  certificate  of  the  Bremen  consul  ; 
letters  of  minister  of  Bremen,  Secretary  of  State,  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  and  Commodore  Stringham. 
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3.7th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  C  Rep.  Com. 

3d  Session.      S  i    ^o.  84. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  9,  1863. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  I^^STRUCTION. 

In  the  Senate  op  the  United  States, 

December  22,  1862. 
Re9olved,  That  a  select  committee  of  three  members  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  and  report  to  the  Senate  the  facts,  including  brokerage,  in  regard  to  the 
chartering  of  transport  vessels  for  the  Banks  expedition,  the  seaworthiness  of 
such  vessels,  and  the  character  of  the  men  employed  to  navigate  them ;  and 
that  thej  be  empowered  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Orderedf  That  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Morrill,  and  Mr.  Kennedy  be  the  said  select 
committee. 

Atteet :  J.  W.  FORNEY,  Secretary. 


In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 

December  23,  1862. 

Rtnlved^  That  the  select  committee  of  the  Senate  appointed  on  the  22d 
instant,  to  inquire  into  the  matter  of  chartering  transport  vessels  for  the  Banks 
expedition,  be  also  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  manner  of  the  employment  of 
transports  generally  by  the  quartermasters  of  the  army,  or  by  the  agents  of  the 
War  Department,  the  rates  at  which  they  were  jeogaged,  by  whom,  for  what 
purpose,  and  for  how  long  time. 

Attest:  J.  W.  FORNEY,  Secretary. 


Mr.  Gbihes,  from  the  select  committee  to  investigate  the  facts  in  * 
regard  to  the  employment  of  transport  vessels,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT. 

The  select  committee  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  December 
22,  1862,  *'^o  inquire  into  and  report  to  the  Senate  the  /a4:ts,  in- 
dvding  brokerage^  in  regard. to  the  chartering  of  transport  vessels  for 
the  Banks  expedition,  the  seorworthiness  of  such  vessels,  and  the  charac' 
ter  of  the  men  employed  to  navigate  tJiem,^^  and  instructed  by  resolution 
of  December  23  *  *  to  inquire  into  the  manner  of  the  employment  of 
transports  generally  by  the  quartermasters  of  the  army,  or  by  the  agents 
o/  the  War  Department^  the  rates  at  which  they  were  engaged,  by  whom, 
for  what  purpose,  and  for  how  long  time,^^  beg  leave  to  submit  the  foU 
lowing  report : 

The  committee  regret  that  the  time  allotted  to  them  for  the  per- 
formance of  the  duty  mentioned  in  the  resolution  of  December  23 
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was  too  brief  to  allow  more  than  an  opeoing  of  the  vast  subject  of 
*'the  employment  of  transports  generally  by  the  qnartermasters  of 
the  army,  or  by  agents  of  the  War  Department/'  The  examination 
of  witnesses  was  commenced  on  the  26th  of  December,  and  from  that 
date  to  the  15th  of  January  the  committee  directed  their  labors 
principally  to  the  investigation  of  the  facts  relating  to  the  chartering 
of  transports  for  the  Banks  expedition,  of  which  a  report  has  been 
submitted.  Much  perplexity  has  been  felt  in  finding  a  suitable  place 
to  stop  the  investigation  and  report  the  results  already  reached  to 
the  Senate — each  fact  pointing  to  others  of  apparently  great  import- 
ance, and  each  witness  suggesting  by  his  testimony  the  names  of  per- 
sons who  seemed  likely  to  throw  much  light  on  the  subject.  The 
approaching  end  of  the  thirty-seventh  Congress  admonished  the  com- 
mittee that  if  any  practical  benefit  were  to  be  derived  from  the  in- 
vestigation, it  must  be  brought  to  a  close  at  once.  The  following 
facts  are  submitted  in  the  order,  chronologically,  of  their  ascertaiu- 
ment  by  the  committee: 

CHABLBB  COBLEKS  AND  JOHH  V.  PICKBRIJ4,    OF  BMiaMOBM. 

Among  the  extraordinary  developments  of  this  investigation  are 
the  facts  relating  to  one  Charles  Coblens,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  in 
whose  business  relations  with  the  government,  fraud,  bribery,  and 
perjury  struggle  for  the  most  prominent  place.  This  Mr.  Coblens 
is  a  Prussian  by  birth,  an  Israelite  by  descent,  a  peddler  and  a  horse 
jockey  by  profession.  He  is  wholly  unfamiliar  with  commercial  pur- 
suits, aside  from  the  selling  of  Yankee  notions  at  retail  and  trading 
horses  by  the  head,  and  he  testifies  that  be  can  neither  read  nor  write 
English.  He  admits  that  he  has  already  refunded  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  to  the  government,  which  had  been  fraudulently  obtained  upon 
sales  of  horses  by  bribing  the  inspector;  that  he  bribed  three  of  the 
clerks  in  Colonel  Belger's  o£Sce,  and  that  he  had  some  connexion 
with  a  sale  of  damaged  corn  to  the  government.  TTe  appeared  before 
the  committee  as  an  extensive  ship-owner,  and  would  now  seem  to 
be  a  very  wealthy  person,  rejoicing  in  the  possession,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  of  ten  steamers,  three  barges,  and  eighty  acres  of  valuable  land 
in  the  vicinity  of  Baltimore,  though  but  a  few  months  ago  he  was 
comparatively  a  poor  man*  The  vessels  owned,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
by  Mr.  Coblens,  are  the  steamers  Patapsco,  Baltimore,  Telegraph, 
James  Murray,  Lioness,  Edwin  Forrest,  Fairy  Queen,  Cecil,  Haswell, 
and  Lily,  and  the  barges  Delaware,  Miss  Mary,  and  John  Warner, 
all  of  which  are  now,  or  have  been,  under  charter  to  the  government. 
The  following  table,  compiled  from  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Coblens, 
Mr.  A.  C.  Hall,  and  Mr.  John  F.  Pickrell,  and  the  reports  of 
Colonel  Belger  and  General  Meigs,  exhibits  Mr.  Coblens' s  transactions 
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With  the  government  in  the  chartering  of  transports  for  the  War 
Department : 


Names  of  yesseb. 


Cost  of  vessels 


^te  of  charter 
per  day. 


Steamer  Piatapsoo 

Steamer  Haltimoro 

fiteaoMf  Telegraph 

Steamer  JameaMunmy.... 

Steamer  Lioness. •••..  ...••.  .••• 

Steamer  Edwin  Forrest 

Steamer  Pairj  Qaeen 

Steamer  Cecil ...«•• 

Steamer  HnaweU  .•..••••.••»••• 

Steamer  Lily 

Buye  Delaware.. 

hmgp  MisB  ICary  ••«...  ..••..  ... 
Barge  Joha  Warner 


$1, 200 
21,500 
7,000 
9,333 
fipOOO 
4,500 
4,000 
5»000 
3,000 


2,600 
2,260 


$85 

250 

126 

100 

45 

40 

40 

SO 

40 

35 

70 

26 

12 


Total. 


06.233 


947 


The  rules  ol  arithmetic  show  tiiaA  Mr.  Goblens  was  receiving 
money  from  the  government  at  the  rate  of  $345,655  per  annum,  on  a 
capital  of  $65,283,  which  is  equal  to  529 .J  per  cent,  per  annum  on  his 
investment.  The  cost  of  the  steam-tug  Lily  and  the  barge  John 
Warner  was  not  ascertained  by  the  committee;  but  they  are  obviously 
of  little  value.  Mr.  Uoblens  affirms  that  repairs  were  put  on  the 
steamer  Patapsco  amounting  to  $2,500;  but  the  testimony  of  Captain 
William  T.  Bice,  of  Baltimore,  an  experienced  steamboatmau,  and  fa- 
miliar with  the  Patapsco,  goes  to  show  that  she  was  worth  next  to 
nothing.  Captain  Bice  says:  '*He  (Hall)  subsequently  bought  an 
old  iron  boat  called  the  Patapsco  for  $1,200— an  old  boat  that  had 
been  thrown  away  as  perfectly  useless  by  the  commissioners  for 
deepening  the  harbor  of  Baltimore.  They  threw  her  away,  and  Hall 
went  down  and  bought  her  last  February  or  March  for  $1,200,  and 
put  her  in  tkU  man  CoUens^s  name,  and  chartered  her  to  the  govern- 
ment at  $80  per  day,  as  I  am  informed.  She  cannot  do  service 
enough  to  pay  for  the  fuel  she  consumes.  *  *  *  She  paid  for 
herself  before  the  end  of  the  first  month."  The  running  expenses  of 
the  Patapsco  were  not  more  than  $12  per  day.  probably  less;  and  she 
yielded  a  clear  profit  to  her  owner  at  the  rate  of  $26,645  per  annum, 
which  is  equal  to  720  per  cent,  per  annum  on  her  aggregate  cost  as 
stated  by  Coblens.  But  it  would  appear  from  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Hall  (page  117)  that  she  was  chartered  to  the  government  at  $85  per 
day  before  she  was  sold  to  Coblens,  and  therefore  before  any  repairs 
were  put  upon  her,  thus  bringing  a  profit  to  her  owners  of  2,220  per 
cent,  per  annum  on  their  investment.  The  Patapsco  was  chartered 
by  Mr.  John  Tucker,  (page  331.) 

Hardly  less  profitable  was  the  charter  of  the  barge  Delaware, 
whose  ruDning  expenses  were  not  more  than  $7  per  day — Mr.  Hall 
says  '*  six  or  seven  dollars  per  day."  She  was  chartered  to  the  gov- 
ernment at  $70  a  day  by  Mr.  Tucker  through  Mr^  yHnU,  ^fiapj^iit 
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Hodges  signing  the  charter-party,)  and  her  net  receipts  were  at  the 
rate  of  $22, 995  per  annum.  The  value  of  the  Delaware  is  stated  by 
Mr.  Hall  (page  1 20)  at  $2, 500.  Captain  Bice  says  (page  368)  that  Hall 
paid  $1,500  for  her,  and  that  she  was  intrinsically  worth  about  $300. 
She  was  repaired  at  the  government's  expense,  between  July  28  and 
August  12,  (see  Colonel  Belger's  report  of  vessels  repaired  at  Balti- 
more,) to  the  amount  of  $1,833  48,  Colonel  Belger  paying  the  bills. 
Mr.  Hall  says  that  she  was  a  large  and  superior  vessel;  but  Mr. 
Pickrell  informs  us  (page  213)  that  she  ended  her  career  by  sinking  at 
Point  Lookout,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac.  Taking  this  barge  at 
Mr.  Hair  8  exaggerated  valuation,  she  yielded  a  profit  of  919|  per 
cent,  per  annum.  Mr.  Pickrell  testifies  that  she  bad  been  under 
charter  four  months  at  $70  per  day  when  Coblens  bought  her,  having 
therefore,  paid  for  herself  three  times,  according  to  HalFs  state- 
ment of  her  value,  before  she  changed  owners.  That  this  chapter  of 
fraud  may  want  no  odious  and  shameless  feature,  Mr.  Hall  a£Srms 
(page  120)  that  **  Captain  Hodges  and  Mr.  Tucker  thought  she  was 
the  cheapest  thing  they  chartered." 

The  running  expenses  of  Mr.  Coblens' s  fleet  could  hardly  have  ex- 
ceeded fifteen  per  cent,  of  their  earnings,  judging  from  the  cases  of 
the  Patapsco  and  Delaware.  This  would  leave  a  net  profit  at  the  rate 
of  $293, 807  per  annum  on  the  limited  capital  of  sixty-five  or  seventy 
thousand  dollars  invested.  In  addition  to  the  vessels  enumerated, 
the  barge  Frances  appears  in  Colonel  Belger's  list  as  having  been 
chartered  of  Charles  Coblens  at  the  rate  of  $12  per  day;  but  the 
same  vessel  appears  in  General  Meigs's  list  as  having  been  chartered 
of  A.  C.  Hall;  and  the  committee  believe  that  in  the  numerous  dis- 
crepancies which  are  found  between  the  two  lists,  of  which  more 
particular  mention  will  be  made,  General  Meigs's  is  to  be  regarded 
as  the  correct  one. 

It  should  be  remarked  at  this  point,  that  all  the  vessels  bought  by 
Coblens  were  under  charter  to  the  governwent  when  purchased,  the 
charters  having  been  generally  effected  by  Mr.  Hall,  and  he  receiv- 
ing five  per  cent,  commission  on  their  earnings,  and  many  of  them 
were  owned  by  Hall  before  passing  into  Coblens' s  possession. 

Between  Mr.  Coblens  and  one  John  F.  Pickrell,  of  Baltimore,  there 
existed  a  curious  and  extraordinary  partnership,  not  the  least  remark- 
able feature  of  which  is  furnished  by  the  conflicting  testimony  of  the 
two  persons  themselves.  Mr.  Coblens  testifies,  under  oath,  (page 
189)  that  Mr.  Pickrell  is  his  general  partner  in  the  boat  business,  as 
well  as  in  other  business  transactions  with  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment in  Baltimore.  Mr.  Pickrell  testifies,  under  oath,  (page  208,) 
that  he  is  not  Mr.  Coblens' s  general  partner  in  anything.  Coblens 
says  that  although  he  and  Pickrell  were  general  partners,  there  was 
no  firm  name,  no  firm  signature,  and  that  neither  was  authorized  to 
sign  the  other's  name.  The  testimony  of  the  two  witnesses  agrees 
as  to  one  thing,  namely,  that  Coblens  furnished  all  the  money,  and 
Pickrell  disbursed  it  and  took  half  the  profits,  beside  charging  a  com- 
mission of  five  per  cent,  on  receipts,  and  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on 
disbursements.     Coblens,  being  unable  to  read  or  write  Bnglish,  and 
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having  no  control  over  his  own  fands  except  what  happened  to  be 
deposited  to  his  individual  credit  in  bank,  testifies  that  he  employed 
a  clerk  to  act  as  a  check  on  Pickrell,  but  never  asked  the  clerk  any- 
thing about  the  books,  or,  as  he  says,  (page  197,)  *'I  don't  ask  the 
clerk  any  questions  at  all  about  iV  Mr.  Pickrell  affirms  (page  222) 
that  Mr.  Coblens  does  not  keep  a  clerk,  or  if  he  does,  he  (Pickrell) 
is  not  aware  of  it.  Mr.  Henry  Diggs,  the  person  designated  by  Gob- 
lens  as  his  clerk,  testifies  (page  361)  that  he  is  not  Mr.  Coblens's  clerk; 
that  he  is  not  employed  by  Coblens  in  any  capacity,  and  never  has 
been;  that  Coblens  has  no  books,  and  that  he  (Diggs)  is  the  book- 
keeper of  John  F.  Pickrell.  Mr.  Diggs  testifies  further,  that  it  does 
not  appear  from  the  books  that  Coblens  and  Pickrell  are  partners  in 
any  transactions,  nor  that  they  are  jointly  interested  in  any  vessels. 

Mr.  Coblens  and  Mr.  Pickrell  became  acquainted  for  the  first  time 
about  eighteen  months  ago.  Mr.  Coblens  is  unable  to  say  how  he 
came  to  form  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Pickrell,  except  that  somebody 
recommended  him  to  do  so.  Mr.  Coblens  was  interrogated  on  two 
occasions  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting  the  name  of  the  individual  who 
had  recommended  Mr.  Pickrell  as  a  suitable  person  to  take  charge  of 
all  his  property,  divide  all  his  profits,  and  take  from  two  and  a  half 
to  five  per  cent,  additional  from  all  his  receipts  and  disbursements. 
Mr.  Coblens  was  utterly  unable,  on  either  occasion,  to  recall  the  name 
of  that  individual.  Mr.  Pickrell' s  version  of  the  matter  is,  that  he 
first  saw  Coblens  in  a  back  corner  of  Colonel  Belger's  office;  that 
Colonel  Belger  remarked,  (page  218,)  "There  is  a  perfect  Rothschild, 
and  there  is  a  man  who  will  have  my  business;"  that  thereupon 
Coblens  put  a  sum  of  money  into  his  (Pickrell' s)  hands  to  buy  ten 
thousand  bushels  of  oats;  that  thereupon  he  (Pickrell)  "bought  it  and 
charged  it,  and  put  the  money  to  his  (Coblens' s)  credit."  Prom  this 
confidence  transaction  the  partnership  grew  to  the  proportions  already 
indicated.  The  inherent  improbability  of  this  story  is  heightened 
by  the  testimony  of  Colonel  Belger,  who  testifies  (page  53)  that  he 
never  said  that  Coblens  "shoald  have  his  busipess,"  or  "was  doing 
his  business."  The  following  citations  from  the  testimony  will  illus- 
trate the  remarkable  character  of  the  partnership  between  Coblens 
and  Pickrell: 

Testimony  of  Charles  CoUena—page  197. 

"Answer.  You  see  he  (Pickrell)  has  got  the  whole  control  in  his 
hands.  I  give  him  money  to  pay  it  and  disburse  it,  and  I  don't  know 
then  how  he  pays  it,  or  whom  he  pays  it  to, 

"  Question.  You  do  not  know  anything  about  it? 

"Answer.  No,  sir. 

"  Question,  You  furnish  the  money,  and  do  not  know  what  becomes 
of  it? 

"Answer.  He  disburses  it,  and  I  don't  know  how," 

Same-^page  199, 

"Question.  Do  you  know  of  his  (Pickrell)  using  one  cent  ofjbis 
own  money  in  connexion  with  your  boat  business ?-y---y  ^OOgle 
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*' Answer.  I  don't  know. 

''Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  Pickrell  is  not  your  partner  ia 
the  transaction  of  your  boat  business? 

''Answer.  I  know  he  gets  half  the  profits.  That  is  all  I  can  an* 
Bwer.     I  consider  him  my  partner. 

"  Question.  Don't  you  know  that  he  is  not  furnishing  one  cent  for 
your  transactions  in  the  boat  business  ? 

"Answer.  No,  sir;  I  don't. 

"Question.  Can  you  swear  that  he  is  furnishing  one  cent ? 

"Answer.  No,  sir;  I  can't. 

"Question.  You  only  know  that  he  gets  one-half  of  the  profits? 

"Answer.  That  is  all. 

"Question.  You  furnish  the  money  ? 

"Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  attend  to  it  all.'' 

Same-^page  200. 

"Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  you  have  made  a  profit  or 
lost  since  you  have  been  in  the  business  ? 

"Answer.  No,  sir. 

"Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  you  are  worth  anything 
now  or  are  insolvent  ? 

"Answer.  No,  sir;  I  don't.  I  have  made  some  money.  I  don't 
know  how  much." 

Mr.  Coblens's  testimony  consists  principally  of  negations.  He  is 
not  only  unable  to  tell  how  much  money  Mr.  Pickrell  put  into  the 
partnership,  or  whether  he  put  any  in;  but  he  cannot  tell  how  much 
Coblens  himself  put  in.  He  does  not  know  how  much  he  was  worth 
when  the  partnership  was  formed,  nor  bow  much  he  owed.  The 
only  thing  pertaining  to  his  business  that  he  is  entirely  clear  about 
is,  that  "he  is  an  honest  man,  and  an  honest  man  can  get  along 
almoHt  anywhere."— (Page  173.)  Mr.  Pickrell  testifies  (page  222)  that 
Mr.  Coblens  has  often  congratulated  himself  on  the  nature  of  this 
business  arrangement,  and  is  very  much  pleased  with  it. 

The  committee  submit  that  a  partnership  in  which  there  is  no  firm 
and  no  common  signature. ;  where  one  party,  having  little  or  nothing 
to  begin  with,  furnishes  all  the  capital,  and  within  eighteen  months 
prosecutes  a  business  with  the  government  yielding  at  the  rate  of 
$345,655  per  annum;  where  the  other  party  invests  no  capital,  but 
receives  half  the  profits  and  a  large  commission  on  gross  receipts  and 
disbursements;  where  the  party  furnishing  the  capital  does  notknow 
how  much  he  furnished,  and  knows  nothing  at  all  about  the  disburse- 
ment of  his  funds,  nor  whether  he  is  now  worth  anything  or  is  in- 
solvent, and  yet  is  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  arrangement;  where 
the  party  furnishing  the  capital  cannot  tell  who  recommended  him  to 
form  such  a  partnership,  and  where  the  other  party  cannot  give  an 
intelligible  account  of  how  he  came  to  form  the  partnership,  presents 
features  so  astounding  that  a  jury  would  not  give  the  slightest  cre- 
dence to  the  testimony  which  supports  it.     The  committee  are  corn- 
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pelled  to  belieye  that  Mr.   Goblens  is  only  a  convenient  tool  in  the 
hands  of  more  astute,  if  not  more  nnprincipled,  men. 

If  any  farther  evidence  is  needed  concerning  the  nefarious  alliance 
between  Goblens  and  Pickrell,  it  is  furnished  in  the  testimony  of 
Captain  William  T.  Rice,  of  Baltimore,  the  former  owner  of  the 
steamer  Cecil,  of  which  more  particular  mention  will  be  made  here- 
after. The  only  person  connected  with  the  government,  so  far  as 
the  committee  have  discovered,  who  enjoyed  the  acquaintance  of 
Mr.  Pickrell  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  was  Mr.  John 
Tucker,  late  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  who  testifies  that  he  has 
known  Pickrell  eight  or  nine  years,  and  that  he  has  heretofore  had 
business  transactions  with  him.  None  of  the  witnesses  seem  to  have 
known  Mr.  Coblens  before  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  they 
generally  speak  of  him  in  contemptuous  terms,  as  a  person  of  no  con- 
sequence, whose  precise  position  in  connexion  with  the  transport 
service  is  not  Mly  divulged. 

MB.  AHA8A  G.  HALL,  OF  BALTIHOBB. 

Mr.  Amasa  C.  Hall,  of  Baltimore,  has  played  a  very  conspicuous 
part  in  connexion  with  the  chartering  of  transport  vessels  at  that 
port.  Hardly  any  vessel  has  been  chartered  there  during  the  past 
eighteen  months  that  has  not  been  secured  through  his  agency,  and 
of  whose  earnings  from  five  to  twelve  per  cent,  has  not  found  its 
way  to  his  pockets  During  that  time  it  has  been  understood  among 
ship-owners,  agents,  and  brokers,  that  no  vessel  could  secure  a  char- 
ter of  the  quartermaster  at  Baltimore  unless  she  was  offered  by  Mr. 
Hall;  and  several  of  them  testify  that,  knowing  this,  they  were  com- 
pelled, much  against  their  will,  to  resort  to  him  to  do  their  business. 

So  singularly  exclusive  was  the  monopoly  of  this  business  enjoyed 
by  Hall,  that  it  at  length  attracted  the  attention  of  the  quartermaster 
general,  who  called  Colonel  Belger's  attention  to  it  by  two  letters, 
printed  in  connexion  with  his  testimony.  Assistant  Secretary  Tucker' s 
attention  was  also  called  to  it  more  than  once  b^^  General  Meigs,  (see 
General  Meigs's  testimony,  page  294,)  but  neither  of  those  officers 
seems  to  have  made  any  special  effort  to  correct  the  abuse.  The 
evidence  furnished  by  Hall  himself,  (page  58,)  in  his  letter  to  Colo- 
nel Belger,  throws  much  light  on  the  otherwise  intricate  question 
of  his  monopoly.  He  says :  *  *  The  Hon.  John  Tucker,  Assistant  Sec- 
retary of  War,  is  aware  of  and  fully  understands  the  nature  of  my 
business  transactions  with  the  government  as  an  agent  for  the  owners 
and  masters  of  vessels,  and  I  would  respectfully  refer  to  him  for  any 
information  on  the  subject  that  General  Meigs,  quartermaster  gen- 
eral, may  require.''  This  intimation  seems  to  have  put  a  stop  to 
further  grumbling,  and  Mr.  Hall  went  on  as  prosperously  as  before. 

According  to  the  ''list  of  vessels  chartered  by  the  quartermaster's 
department  at  Baltimore  since  July  1,  1861,  by  Colonel  James 
Belger,"  furnished  by  the  quartermaster  general  of  the  United 
States  army,  of  the  two  hundred  steamers,  brigs,  tugs,  schooners, 
ships,  and  barges  thus  chartered,  one  hundred  and  sixty  were  char- 
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tered  directly  from  Hall ;  and  the  testimony  shows  that  twenty-two 
of  the  remaining  forty  were  owned  by  parties  for  whom  he  acted, 
and  who  paid  him  not  less  than  five  per  cent,  of  the  earnings  of  their 
respective  vessels.  The  committee  are  quite  confident  that,  if  their 
time  had  permitted  them  to  pnrsne  the  investigation  further  in  this 
direction,  it  would  have  demonstrated  that  Hall,  in  some  way,  re* 
ceived  a  broker's  commission  on  nearly,  if  not  all,  the  remaining 
eighteen  of  the  two  hundred  vessels  included  in  this  list. 

An  examination  of  the  column  of  prices  at  which  these  vessels  were 
chartered  will  furnish  data  by  which  to  show  the  enormous  revenue 
derived  by  Hall,  when  taken  in  connexion  with  the  fact,  abund- 
antly proven,  that  in  no  case  was  his  brokerage  commission  less  than 
five  per  cent,  upon  the  entire  earnings  of.  the  vessels,  and  ranged 
from  that  figure  to  ten  and  twelve  per  cent.  It  is  true  Hall  testifies 
that  he  only  received  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  some  of  these  ves- 
sels; but  he  cannot  specify  the  vessels,  and  only  two  of  the  parties 
with  whom  the  division  was  made;  and  his  statement,  as  to  this 
point,  is  disproved  by  his  own  statements  to  Belger  and  others,  and 
by  the  testimony  of  one  of  the  parties  named  by  him  as  a  person  with 
whom  the  commissions  were  divided. 

The  committee  have  failed  to  discover  any  satisfactory  reason  why 
Hall  was  permitted  to  enjoy  this  monopoly  of  chartering  vessels. 
There  was  nothing  in  his  antecedents  or  character  to  justify  it.  He 
was  a  poor  man  eighteen  months  ago,  with  a  character  not  wholly 
above  reproach;  he  is  now  rich,  and  fast  growing  richer  by  the  re- 
ceipt of  a  large  daily  revenue  from  commissions  upon  the  earnings  of 
vessels  still  in  the  government  employment.  The  bestowal  of  this 
large  patronage  almost  exclusively  upon  him  cannot  be  reconciled 
with  any  theory  of  strict  integrity  on  the  part  of  government  officers. 
Although  the  testimony  may  not  warrant  the  conclusion  that  any 
officer  actually  shared  with  him  the  profits  derived  from  his  business, 
yet  the  fact  that  these  officers,  who  knew  all  the  circumstances,  ac- 
quiesced in  the  continuance  of  this  monopoly,  should  subject  them  to 
the  most  severe  reprehension ;  and  it  is  not  easy  to  suppose  that  mo- 
tives of  charity  alone  impelled  them  to  throw  such  vast  sums  of 
money  into  his  pocket.  The  monopoly  itself  was  unjustifiable  and 
blameworthy,  but  more  especially  when  it  was  known  that  Hall  was 
extorting  exorbitant  commissions  from  the  owners  of  vessels  for  his 
pretended  agency. 

It  is  no  apology  for  either  Mr.  Tucker  or  Colonel  Belger  to  say 
that  they  did  not  know,  until  a  recent  period,  that  such  commissions 
were  charged.  It  was  their  duty  to  exercise  at  least  ordinary  care, 
attention,  and  diligence.  They  should  have  known  what  seems  to 
have  been  well  known  by  every  man  connected  with  the  transport 
business  in  Baltimore.  They  were  bound  to  know  the  character  and 
the  conduct  of  the  man  they  entrusted  with  public  business  of  such 
magnitude. 

In  fact,  Colonel  Belger  did  know  it;  for  he  admits  (pages  31  and  34) 
that  Mr.  Hall  told  him  he  was  receiving  five  per  cent,  commission  on 
the  charters  effected  through  him.     The  time  when  he  became  pos- 
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sessed  of  this  knowledge  is  shown  by  the  testimony  of  Mr.  William 
Applegarth,  of  Baltimore,  to  have  been  as  early  at  least  as  January 
or  Febrnary,  1862.  Mr.  Applegarth's  statement  is  important  in 
another  point,  showing  that  he  offered  to  charter  vessels  directly  to 
Colonel  Belger,  and  thus  8?ave  the  five  per  cent,  to  the  government, 
but  that  Belger  nevertheless  required  him  to  go  to  Hall  and  pay  him 
the  commission.  He  says,  (page  242,)  '*!  then  asked  him  [Belger] 
why  he  did  it.  Said  I,  *  Colonel  Belger,  you  are  subjecting  me  to 
paying  five  per  cent,  commission,  when  I  could  serve  you  with  the 
vessel  as  low  or  lower  than  to  Mr.  Hall,  became  I  toould  not  have  the 
commiasian  to  pay.' 

''Question.  Then  Colonel  Belger  knew  that  Hall  compelled  you  to 
pay  five  per  cent,  commission  ? 

* 'Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  told  him  so,  and  I  asked  him  why  he  sub* 
jected  me  to  it.  He  said,  '  Oh  1  Hall  is  a  very  clever  man,'  and  turned 
me  off  in  that  way.'' 

Mr.  John  B.  Rhoads,  of  Baltimore,  also  testifies,  (page  247 :) 

''Question.  Did  you  ever  apply  to  Colonel  Belger  to  charter  your 
vessels  ? 

"Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

"Question.  What  did  he  say? 

"Answer.  He  said  that  Mr.  Hall  was  the  man. 

"Question.  To  charter  your  vessels? 

"Answer.  Yes,  sir." 

Mr.  Rhoads  goes  on  to  say  that  he  paid  Hall  7^  per  cent,  on  ves- 
sels belonging  to  other  parties,  chartered  through  himself  and  Hall 
to  the  government,  and  that  he  took  2^  per  cent,  additional  as  his 
own  coiamission;  and  further  adds  that  "it  was  7^  to  12  per  cent, 
that  came  out  of  the  owner." 

It  is  difficult  to  conceive  that  Mr.  Tucker  was  ignorant  of  these 
monstrous  extortions,  extending  over  so  long  a  period  of  time,  and 
perpetrated  upon  so  many  different  individuals;  and  if  we  believe 
that  he  was  ignorant,  we  are  driven  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was  an 
unsafe  and  incompetent  public  servant. 

During  all  this  time  Hall  was  acting  in  the  double  capacity  of 
broker  for  the  owners  of  vessels  and  as  a  sort  of  agent  of  the  govern* 
ment.  Belger  says  (page  32)  that  whenever  he  wanted  a  vessel  he 
said  to  Hall,  "I  want  such  a  vessel,  and  I  don't  want  to  go  into  the 
market  for  it.  You  go  and  pick  me  out  such  a  vessel,  and  charter  it 
at  the  lowest  rate." 

In  regard  to  a  large  class  of  vessels  chartered  by  Hall,  Belger,  in 
reply  to  the  question,  "Were  the  rates  at  which  Hall  chartered  the 
vessels  determined  by  you  or  him?"  answered,  "I  had  nothing  to  do 
with  that.  I  just  signed  those  (charter-parties)  he  presented  to  me 
to  perfect  the  instruments — to  give  them  official  character.  I  don't 
know  anything  about  it."  And  yet  Belger  admits  (pages  31  and  34) 
that  Hall  told  him  he  received  five  per  centum  on  the  earnings  of  the 
vessels  he  chartered,  and  for  which  Belger  was  signing  the  charter- 
parties.     From  this  it  would  appear  that  Hall  had  the  power,  at  his 
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will,  to  determine  the  price  of  the  vesseld  he  chartered  for  Belger, 
and  thus  enlarge  or  diminish  the  amount  of  his  own  commissions. 

The  committee  have  endeavored  to  discover  the  motives  which  led 
to  the  employment  of  Hall.  He  says  himself  (page  104)  that  some 
one  recommended  him  to  Colonel  Belger  as  a  suitable  person  to  char* 
ter  vessels;  but  he  is  profoundly  ignorant  of  the  name  of  the  person 
who  thus  recommended  him.  The  inference  fairly  deducible  from 
the  first  fifteen  pages  of  the  testimony  of  Colonel  Belger  would  be, 
that  this  valuable  friend  of  Mr.  Hall  was  the  late  Assistant  Secretary 
of  War,  Mr.  John  Tucker;  for  Belger  testifies  (page  35)  that  when  he 
went  to  Baltimore  he  *^went  there  a  stranger,  and  Tucker  expressed 
Buch  confidence  in  him,  (Hall,)  giving  him  those  charters  to  make  up, 
and  he  having  acted  for  Captain  Hodges  in  New  York,  I  thought  he 
was  the  very  man  for  me  to  employ.  Captain  Hodges  was  the  quar- 
termaster at  New  York  for  that  duty."  It  should  be  borne  in  mind, 
however,  that  Colonel  Belger  was  wholly  mistaken  as  to  the  capacity 
in  which  Captain  Hodges  acted  in  chartering  vessels  at  New  York. 
He  was  entirely  subordinate  to  Mr.  Tucker,  and  only  placed  his  sig- 
nature to  charters  already  effected  by  the  Assistant  Secretary,  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  them  an  official  sanction.  He  had  no  power  to 
select,  inspect,  or  charter,  save  as  personally  directed  by  Mr.  Tucker, 
and  acted  in  aU  cases  precisely  as  Belger  says  he  did  in  nineteen 
out  of  twenty  of  the  charters  that  he  effected,  viz  :  as  the  mere 
clerical  agent  of  Tucker.  Belger  says  (page  37)  that  nineteen- 
twentieths  of  the  charters  he  signed  were  made  **by  Hall,  by  the  di- 
rection of  Mr.  Tucker."  When  it  is  remembered  that,  according  to 
Belger' 8  report,  appended  to  his  testimony,  the  number  of  charters 
effected  by  him  was  three  hundred  and  eighty-four,  and  that  nineteen- 
twentieths  of  these,  according  to  his  statement,  were  really  effected 
by  Hall,  at  the  instance  of  Tucker,  though  signed  by  Belger,  an 
estimate  may  be  formed  of  the  magnitude  and  value  of  Hall's  busi- 
ness. If  Belger' s  statement  be  true,  not  less  than  three  hundred  and 
sixty  of  these  vessel  were  thus  chartered  by  him,  under  direction  of 
Tucker,  upon  all  of  which  Hall  has  received,  is  receiving,  or  is  to  re- 
.ceive,  a  commission  of  not  less  than  five  per  cent,  of  their  gross  earn- 
ings. 

Mr.  Hall  furnished,  under  oath,  to  the  War  Department,  at  some 
time  previous  to  his  examination  by  this  committee,  a  list  of  vessels 
chartered  by  him  for  the  government,  with  the  date  of  charter,  name 
and  description  of  vessel,  owner's  or  captain's  or  agent's  name, 
rate  of  pay  per  day  or  month,  tonnage,  amount  paid  on  charter, 
amount  received  by  himself  in  commissions,  and  (in  some  instances) 
the  time  when  the  vessels  were  discharged.  This  list  will  be  found  in 
the  testimonyof  P.  H.  Watson,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  (page  297.) 
The  committee  required  Mr.  Hall  to  furnish  them  a  list  of  vessels 
chartered  by  him  for  the  use  of  the  government,  with  dates,  names, 
rates,  commissions,  ^c,  (p.  154.)  The  two  lists,  covering  the  same 
vessels  and  the  same  period  of  time,  are,  in  many  instances,  so  different 
that  the  committee  cannot  consider  either  of  them  true  statements. 
The  schooner  Amytis,  chartered  April  17,  appears  in  one  list  in  the 
name  of  Kelsey  &  Gray,  and  in  the  other  in  th^n^^§>^  of  jL^Qi^alL 
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Tbe  schooner  Maria  and  Elizabeth  (April  17)  appears  in  one  list  in  the 
name  of  William  Rboads  &  Son,  and  in  the  other  in  the  name  of  A.  0. 
Hall.  Mr.  Hall  had  probably  inserted  in  the  list  furnished  by  him 
to  the  War  Department  his  own  name  as  agent,  and  in  the  other 
the  name  of  the  real  owner,  showing  that  he  was  acting  in  the 
doable  capacity  of  agent  for  the  owners  and  agent  for  the  govern- 
ment, regulating  his  own  commissions  by  the  amount  he  should  bind 
the  government  to  pay. 

The  steamer  Fairy  Queen  (Fobruary  26)  and  the  barge  Baltic 
(May  15)  appear  in  the  list  furnished  to  the  committee  as  having 
been  owned  by  A.  G.  Hall,  chartered  of  A.  C.  Hall  by  A.  C.  Hall  to 
the  government,  and  A.  C.  Hall  collecting  commissions  of  A.  C.  Hall 
on  their  charter-parties — a  very  curious  arrangement  certainly. 
Probably  Mr.  Hall  would  explain  that  he  sold  the  vessels  after  char- 
tering them  to  the  government,  and  collected  the  commissions  after 
the  Utie  had  passed  out  of  his  hands;  but  the  committee  cannot  con- 
sider that  that  alters  the  moral  features  of  the  transaction.  Mr. 
Hall's  statement  to  the  War  Department  of  his  aggregate  commis- 
sions on  fifty-six  schooners,  mentioned  by  name,  chartered  between 
April  14  and  September  9,  is  $4,339  95.  In  his  list  furnished  to 
the  committee,  he  says  his  commissions  on  the  same  fifty-six  schoon- 
ers, chartered  at  the  same  dates,  were  only  $4,027  49.  If  there 
should  be  any  difierence  between  the  two  sums,  the  amount  reported 
to  the  committee  should  be  the  larger  one,  because  it  was  furnished 
subsequently,  and  might  possibly  have  included  commissions  on  char- 
ter-parties received  between  the  day  he  furnished  his  list  to  the  War 
Department  and  the  day  he  produced  the  other  list  for  the  com- 
mittee.* 

A  similar  discrepancy  occurs  in  the  amount  paid  and  commissions 
received  on  the  charter  of  the  barge  Mary  Linda,  (May  2,)  the  amount 
paid  being  $600  greater,  and  the  commissions  received  being  larger 
by  a  corresponding  sum,  in  the  list  furnished  to  the  War  Department 
than  in  that  furnished  to  the  committee.  The  schooner  Eclipse  (March 
5)  appears  in  one  list  as  chartered  at  $3  57  per  ton  per  month,  and 
in  the  other,  at  the  same  date,  at  $4  per  ton  per  month.  Th^ 
schooner  John  Farnum  appears  in  the  War  Department  list  as  having 
been  paid  $6,717  20,  and  in  the  committee's  list  as  having  been  paid 
only  $916.  Mr.  Hall  states,  in  the  former  list,  that  his  commissions 
on  this  charter  were  $335  86,  and  in  the  latter  that  they  were  only 
$45  80.  The  most  considerable  discrepancy,  however,  is  in  the 
amount  paid  to  the  three  steamers,  Portsmouth,  Juniata,  and  Pacific, 
which  Mr.  Hall  states,  in  the  list  furnished  to  the  committee,  at 
$73,960;  in  the  other  list  he  makes  it  $37,730.  That  these  sums 
were  intended  to  cover  the  same  period  of  time  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  his  commissions  are  the  same  in  both  lists,  namely,  $3,698 — a 
result  reached  by  stating  in  the  committee's  list  that  his  commissions 

«  The  achooner  French  (April  30,)  appears  in  the  list  furnished  by  Mr.  Hall  to  the  War 
Department,  hut  is  not  found  in  che  list  furnished  to  the  committee.  Ihere  being  no 
commir«i<m8  mentioned  opposite  the  name  of  this  vessel,  it  does  not  offer  any  explanation 
of  the  discrepancy  referred  to,  C^  \ 
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were  five  per  cent.,  while. in  the  other  he  states  that  his  commissions  on 
the  Portsmouth  and  Juniata  were  ten  per  cent.  In  his  oral  testimony 
(page  105)  he  says  that  his  commissions  on  the  Portsmouth  and  Juni* 
ata  were  seven  and  a  half  or  eight  per  cent.  The  whole  number  of 
vessels  chartered  by  Hall  to  the  government  is  stated,  in  his  list  fur- 
nished to  the  War  Department,  at  274,  and  in  his  list  furnished  to 
the  committee,  at  271.  The  aggregate  of  his  commissions  is  stated 
in  the  former  list  at  $41,434  53;  in  the  latter,  at  $41,410  05.  The 
committee  believe  that  either  of  these  sums  (supposing  either  of  them 
to  be  correct.)  is  only  a  portion,  and  not  the  larger  portion,  of  his 
ill-gotten  gains;  for  it  has  already  been  shown  that  he  was  receiving 
enormous  profits  from  the  charters  of  such  vessels  as  the  steamer  Pa- 
tapsco  and  the  barge  Delaware,  before  he  sold  them  to  Coblens. 

The  committee  are  aware  that  the  presentation  of  these  facts 
amounts  to  a  charge  of  perjury.  The  discrepancies  are  too  glaring, 
and  Mr.  Hall's  prevarications  and  equivocations  in  his  oral  testimony 
too  numerous,  to  warrant  the  belief  that  the  difierences  in  the  two 
lists  are  merely  clerical  errors. 

Among  the  lesser  frauds  practiced  by  Hall  was  a  custom  he  fell 
into  of  using  a  government  tug-boat,  at  Baltimore,  to  tow  private 
vessels,  and  putting  the  money  so  obtained  into  his  pocket.  Mr. 
Hall  testifies  that  he  received  the  money,  and  that  he  did  not  credit 
it  to  the  government  on  his  books.  He  endeavors  to  show  (page  111) 
that  the  sums  so  received  were  credited  to  the  government  in  an  ac- 
count  rendered  on  the  last  of  July,  but  being  interrogated  directly 
on  this  point,  (page  112,)  he  admits  that  they  were  not  in  the  account. 

THE  STEAMER  CECIL. 

The  corrupt  use  made  by  Hall  of  the  exclusive  privileges  which  be 
enjoyed  at  Baltimore  is  shown  conspicuously  in  bis  dealings  with 
Captain  Wm.  T.  Rice,  whose  testimony  (page  364)  has  been  already 
referred  to.  Captain.  Rice  was  the  owner  of  the  steamer  Cecil.  He 
chartered  her  to  the  government,  through  Hall,  at  $75  per  day,  al* 
^hough  he  had  previously  told  Hall  he  was  willing  to  let  the  govern- 
ment have  her  for  $50  per  day.  When  Hall  gave  him  the  charter- 
party,  Captain  Rice  was  surprised  to  find  $80  inserted  instead  of  $75* 
Hall  remarked  to  him,  ' '  I  got  you  $80  per  day  ;  you  can  give  me  the 
extra  five."  Captain  Rice  neither  assented  nor  dissented.  Not  long 
afterward,  the  Cecil  being  in  the  service  on  the  Potomac,  Hall  made 
a  demand  on  Captain  Rice  for  $262,  saying  that  everybody  else  was 
paying  him.  Captain  Rice  refused  to  pay  the  sum  demanded,  or  any 
other  sum,  remarking  that  he  was  willing  to  pay  for  services,  but  be 
would  not  pay  black-mail.  Hall  remonstrated,  saying,  **  You  were 
willing  to  take  $50,  and  I  got  $75,  and  then  $80;  and  you  ought  to  bo 
willing  to  pay  this."  To  avoid  difficulty,  Captain  Bice  gave  Hall 
$150,  and  heard  no  more  of  him  for  six  weeks  or  two  months.  At 
the  expiration  of  this  time  Hall  came  to  him  again  and  demanded 
more  *^  commissions."  Captain  Rice  refused  absolutely.  Hall  then 
took  him  to  the  back  part  of  bis  office  and  called  him  a  secessionist. 
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Captain  Bice  replied  that  he  was  not  a  secessionist,  and  that  he  could 
not  be  intimidated  by  the  epithet.  Hall  then  said,  ' '  I  got  a  letter  this 
morning,  and  if  you  don't  pay  this,  I  will  get  you  into  trouble.  I  got  a 
letter  this  morning  saying,  '  Did  Rice  pay  his  commissions?'  You  wil] 
make  enough  money  out  of  the  boat,  and  must  pay  it."  Captain 
Rice  remained  firm.  A  few  days  later  Hall  renewed  his  demand. 
Captain  Rice  replied,  *'  I  have  told  you  already  that  I  would  not  do 
it  It  is  a  principle  with  me."  HaJl  retorted,  ^'  Then  Til  show  you 
what  will  happen."  The  next  morning  John  P.  Pickrell  went  to 
Captain  Rice,  and  informed  him  that  Mr.  Hall  said  the  Cecil  was  dis- 
charged from  the  government  service,  but  that  a  boat  exactly  like 
the  Cecil  was  want-ed  by  Captain  Hunt  down  at  Old  Point,  and  as 
the  Cecil  was  discharged,  he  (Pickrell)  might  buy  her  cheap.  Mr. 
Pickrell  then  asked  Captain  Rice  what  he  would  take  for  the  Cecil. 
The  latter  replied,  $5,000.  After  some  controversy,  and  after  a 
conversation  with  Captain  Applegarth,  a  friend  of  Captain  Rice,  who 
said  that  Hall  had  told  him  to  tell  Rice  that  *'  if  he  (Rice)  would  pay 
the  commission  the  boat  was  not  discharged,"  Mr.  Pickrell' s  offer 
of  $5,000  was  accepted.  Mr.  Pickrell  then  said  that  he  did  not  want 
to  buy  the  Cecil  for  himself,  but  for  another  person,  and  he  brought 
Goblens  around  to  make  the  purchase. 

Rejecting  all  the  hearsay  testimony,  it  appears  that  Hall,  in  his 
double  capacity  as  ship-broker  and  government  agent,  engaged  the 
Cecil  for  the  government  ^at  $75  per  day,  when  he  knew  he  could 
have  her  for  $50,  and  then  inserted  $80  per  day  in  her  charter-party, 
claiming  the  extra  five  dollars  for  himself.  That  when  Captain  Rice 
refused  to  countenance  the  swindle  by  paying  the  extra  five  dollars. 
Hall  either  annulled  the  charter  or  satisfied  Captain  Rice  that  he  had 
done  so,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  boat  into  the  hands  of  some  one 
who  would  pay  the  usual  black-mail.  Pickrell  was  selected  as  a  suit- 
able person  to  do  this,  and  he  brought  Coblens  along  to  gather  up  the 
spoils  for  him.  Captain  Rice  says  that  the  Cecil  was  still  under  charter 
to  the  government  at  the  date  of  his  testimony,  (January  2T,  1863.) 
She  was  chartered  to  the  government  on  the  24th  day  of  February, 
1862,  and  has  consequently  earned  $27,040  in  less  than  one  year,  al- 
though she  was  worth  only  $5,000.  She  was  yielding  584  per  cent. 
per  annum.  Mr.  Hall  in  his  report,  given  under  oath  to  this  com- 
mittee, says  that  he  has  received  only  $120  in  commissions  on  the 
charter  of  the  Cecil;  but  in  his  report  given  under  oath  to  the  War 
Department,  which  was  rendered  prior  to  his  appearance  before  the 
committee,  and  which  will  be  found  in  the  evidence  of  P.  H.  Wat- 
son, Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  he  says  he  had  received  $484.  One 
statement  or  the  other  is  false;  probably  both  are. 

CAPTAIN  RICHARD  P.  LOPER,  OP  PHILADELPHIA. 

The  testimony  of  Mr.  Hall  leads  to  an  examination  of  Captain 
Richard  F.  Loper,  of  Philadelphia,  whom  the  committee  find  to  be  in 
receipt  of  enormous  revenues  from  the  chartering  of  transports,  de- 
rived partly  from  commissions  received  on  vessels  where  he  acted  at 
the  same  time  as  agent  of  the  government  and  agent  of  the  owners; 
partly  from  the  charters  of  vessels  belonging  to  tr|^9IR9Ct§tyQnc<^- 
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panics,  of  which  he  is  a  large  stockholder;  partly  from  vessels  owned 
by  himself,  and  chartered  by  or  through  himself,  as  government  agent, 
to  the  government;  partly  from  collections  of  money  dne  to  others  on 
transportation  account;  and  partly  from  his  ** influence."  Mr,  Hall 
testifies  (page  106)  that  he  paid  Loper  $13,000  at  one  time  for  •* get- 
ting the  business/or  him."  The  business  referred  to  was  the  char- 
tering of  certain  transports  for  the  McClellan  expedition.  In  answer 
to  the  question,  **How  much,  in  addition  to  what  you  have  alrecwly 
paid  him  (Loper)  do  you  consider  yourself  under  equitable  and  mer- 
cantile obligation  to  pay  him?"  Hall  replies,  (page  106:)  '*I  should 
consider  myself  under  obligation  to  pay  him  one-half — that  is,  two 
and  a  half  per  cent.,  except  on  vessels  chartered  for  the  McClellan 
expedition." 

Captain  Loper  is  a  wealthy  man,  who  divides  his  time  between 
Stonington,  Connecticut,  and  the  city  of  Philadelphia — his  summer 
residence  being  in  the  former  place,  and  his  business  principally  in 
the  latter.  He  is  an  extensive  ship-builder  and  ship-owner,  and  the 
president  of  the  Philadelphia  Steam  Propeller  Company,  in  which 
he  owns  sixty  or  seventy  thousand  dollars  of  stock,  and  he  holds  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Philadelphia  Steam  Propeller  Company  one-third 
of  the  stock  of  the  New  York  Express  Steamboat  Company.  Captain 
Loper  says  (page  252)  that  he  has  **  neglected  everything  since  the 
war  broke  out  but  to  attend  to  and  try  to  assist  the  government  and 
serve  his  country  as  much  as  in  him  lay."  He  assured  the  committee 
on  several  occasions  that  he  had  money  enough  before  the  war  broke 
out  for  himself  and  his  children,  (he  had  been  an  agent  in  furnishing 
governipent  transportation  during  the  Mexican  war,)  and  that  he  has 
been  actuated  solely  by  a  desire  to  aid  in  crushing  '^this  ungrateful 
rebellion."  Mr.  John  Tucker,  late  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  who 
has  certainly  known  him  long  enough  to  form  an  opinion  of  him,  at- 
tributes to  Captain  Loper  great  purity  and  patriotism.  Captain  Lo- 
per's  connexion  with  the  chartering  of  transports  for  the  govern- 
ment during  this  war  commenced  as  early  as  April  20,  1861,  at  which 
time  he  was  appointed  **  assistant  agent  of  the  War  Department"  by 
J.  Edgar  Thomson,  president  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Com- 
pany. The  committee  are  unable  to  say  by  virtue  of  what  law  an 
'•assistant  agent  ot  the  War  Department"  was  appointed,  or  how  the 
appointing  power  came  to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  president  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company.  They  would  refer,  however, 
to  the  appointment  or  commission  itself,  (page  274,)  which  purports  to 
have  been  given  by  Mr.  Thomson,  **in  accordance  with  the  author- 
ity vested  in  me  by  the  Secretary  of  War,"  the  Hon.  Simon  Cameron. 

Commencing  on  the  20th  of  April,  1861,  to  act  as  •' assistant  agent 
of  the  War  Department,"  he  commenced  on  the  same  day  to  receive 
five  per  cent,  commissions  on  the  earnings  of  vessels  chartered  by 
his  agency.  The  first  vessel  he  took  up  was  the  steamer  W.  Whilldin, 
April  20,  1861,  owned  by  Anthony  Reybold,  at  $175  per  day,  (Senate 
Ex.  Doc.  37,  page  2,  37th  Congress  2d  session.)  Mr.  Reybold  testifies 
(page  37A)  that  the  Whilldin  has  remained  in  the  service,  under  that 
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charter,  to  the  present  time,  although  her  rate  of  charter  was  subse* 
quently  reduced  to  1150  per  day.  The  receipts  of  the  steamer 
Whilldin,  up  to  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  Mr.  Beybold's  testimony, 
must  have  been  somewhere  between  $97,650  and  $113,925,  on  which 
Captain  Loper's  commissions  were  between  $4,882  and  $5,746.  Mr. 
Reybold  chartered  the  steamer  Express  to  the  government,  through 
Captain  Loper,  at  $175  per  day,  the  Star  at  $110  per  day,  and  the 
John  Tucker  at  $300  per  day,  paying  Loper  five  per  cent,  oti  their 
gross  receipts.  Through  the  same  generous  agency,  Mr.  Reybold 
chartered  the  Diamond  State  (375  tons)  at  $200  per  day,  the  Swan 
(350  tons)  at  $200  per  day,  and  the  General  Burnside  (400  tons)  at 
$300  per  day,  Captain  Loper  himself  being  part  owner  of  them.  Mr. 
Beybold  testifies  (page  373)  that  his  own  receipts  from  these  charters 
were  about  $1,100  per  day,  or  at  the  rate  of  $401,500  per  year.  Mr. 
Loper^s  commissions  on  Mr.  Reybold' s  boats  could  not  have  been  less 
than  $20,000  per  year,  for,  although  he  charged  no  commissions  ou 
the  three  boats  of  which  he  was  part  owner,  it  must  be  presumed 
that  the  amount  which  he  derived  from  them,  over  and  above  a  fair 
mercantile  profit,  was  at  least  equal  to  five  per  cent. ;  otherwise  he 
would  have  charged  the  commission.  If  the  government  had  bought 
Mr.  Reybold' 8  fleet  at  the  outeet,  instead  of  employing  Captain  Loper 
to  charter  them,  it  would  have  saved  an  immense  sum  of  money. 

Mr.  William  M.  Baird,  the  treasurer  of  the  Philadelphia  Steam 
Propeller  Company,  of  which  Captain  Loper  is  president,  testifies 
(page  80)  that  the  company  declared  a  dividend  of  60  per  cent,  last 
year,  their  capital  being  $340,000,  and  he  thinks  that  a  surplus  was 
reserved  from  its  earnings  equal  to  25  per  cent.  more.  But  h^  knows 
nothing  in  reality  about  the  surplus,  because,  although  he  is  treasurer, 
he  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  funds.  The  directors  of  the  company 
have  great  confidence  in  Captain  Loper,  and  their  confidence  appa* 
rently  is  not  misplaced.  Having  devolved  the  duties  of  treasurer,  as 
well  as  president  and  general  manager,  upon  him,  by  which  means 
they  are  enabled  to  plead  ignorance  to  questions  regarding  their 
financial  resources,  Captain  Loper  suddenly  increases  their  dividends 
from  10  per  cent,  to  50  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  saves  a  large  sur- 
plus in  addition.  Mr.  Baird,  the  treasurer,  has  a  vague  idea  that  the 
usual  dividends  of  the  company  are  from  10  to  25  per  cent,  per  an* 
nam;  bat  he  cannot  specify  any  particular  year  when  they  were  more 
than  10  per  per  cent,  prior  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion. 
While  Mr.  Loper  was  acting  as  **  assistant  agent  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment," under  the  appointment  of  J.  Edgar  Thomson,  he  put  the 
following  steamers,  belonging  to  the  Philadelphia  Steam  Propeller 
Company,  and  the  Express  Steamboat  Company,  which  are  practi- 
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cally  one  and  the  same  concern,  into  charter  to  the  government  at 
the  following  rates,  respectively: 


Date. 


1861. 

April  20 
22 
23 
27 
27 
27 
27 
27 

May     7 


Name. 


Josephine 

Philadelphia 

Thomas  Sparks... 
Oneida,  (harge)  ... 

New  York 

Middlesex,  (harge) 

Planet 

AnnElisa 

Sophia 

Aggregate. 


Tonnage. 


Bate  per  day. 


254 
172 
300 
133 
158 
124 
282 
211 
286 


1,920 


$150 
135 
176 

30 
135 

30 
150 
125 
160 


1,090 


The  above  list  is  derived  from  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
dated  March  26,  1862,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
January  30,  1862,  (Senate  Ex.  Doc,  No.  37,  37th  Congress,  2d  sess.) 
Captain  Loper  has  himself  undertaken  to  furnish  a  list,  under  oath, 
of  the  charters  which  he  effected  during  the  same  period  of  time, 
which  will  be  found  on  page  273.  There  are  discrepancies  between 
the  two  lists,  which  the  committee  will  not  attempt  to  explain.  The 
steamers  Josephine,  Thomas  Sparks,  Planet,  Ann  Eliza,  and  Sophia, 
which  appear  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  as  having  been 
chartered  by  Captain  Loper  during  the  period  of  his  agency,  (namely, 
between  April  20  and  May  8,  1861,)  do  not  appear  in  Captain  LopePs 
list  at  all.  These  steamers  were  owned  in  part  by  Captain  Loper,  as 
stockholder  in  the  two  companies.  The  real  facts  can  be  ascertained, 
and  the  committee  will  leave  it  to  other  tribunals  to  determine  where 
the  truth  in  this  particular  is  to  be  found. 

Being  president,  treasurer,  business  manager,  and  stockholder  of 
the  company,  and  **  assistant  agent  of  the  War  Department,"  Cap- 
tain Loper  had  extraordinary  facilities  for  making  the  charters  to  suit 
himself.  It  rarely  happens,  in  the  ordinary  avocations  of  life,  that 
a  person  enjoys  the  privilege  of  buying  his  own  property  for  another 
person,  and  fixing  his  own  price  upon  it,  or  of  buying  other  people's 
property  for  a  third  person,  and  regulating  his  own  compensation  by 
the  amount  of  money  he  squanders;  yet  such  seems  to  have  been  the 
manner  in  which  the  government  has  been  served,  not  only  in  Cap- 
tain Loper' s  agency,  but  in  nearly  all  the  business  connected  with 
the  transportation  by  water  of  troops,  supplies,  and  munitions  of 
war  during  the  past  eighteen  months. 

Captain  Loper's  assistant  agency  lasted  only  till  May  8,  1861,  at 
which  time  his  commission  was  revoked  by  Mr.  J.  Edgar  Thomson, 
who  informed  Captain  Loper  that  he  had  been  notified  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  (Mr,  Cameron)  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  John  Tucker 
as  **  United  States  transport  agent."  Mr.  Thomson  then  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  stating  that  Captain  Loper  had  been 
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**tmtirinR  in  his  efforts  to  serve  the  country."  The  heavier  opera- 
tions of  Captain  Loper  began  with  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Tucker  as 
** United  States  transport  agent,"  and  they  have  continued,  without 
intermission,  during  the  whole  of  Mr.  Tucker's  two  terms  of  oflSce, 
first  as  agent,  and  subsequently  as  Assistant  Secretary  of  War.  Mr. 
Tucker  employed  Captain  Loper  to  **  inspect  and.  recommend"  all 
kinds  of  vessels  at  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Annapolis,  for  va- 
rious services  and  expeditions,  and  Captain  Loper  proceeded  to 
charge  from  five  to  ten  per  cent,  commissions  on  the  gross  earn- 
ings of  vessels  recommended  to  Mr.  Tucker  for  charter.  In  some 
cases  it  was  denominated  a  brokerage  commission,  in  others  a  com- 
mission for  collecting,  and  in  others  still  he  received  five  per  cent, 
for  brokerage,  and  five  per  cent,  additional  for  collecting  the  sums 
due  to  the  owners.  The  testimony  of  Willmon  Whilldin  (pages  97-100) 
shows  that  Loper  took  $8,000  from  him  on  the  earnings  of  the  steam- 
ers Pilot  Boy  and  Qeorge  Washington,  being  ten  per  cent,  on  the 
proceeds  of  their  charter-parties.  Captain  Loper  admits  that  he 
took  $5,000  from  Mr.  Anthony  Groves  on  certain  vessels,  and  Mr. 
Groves  testifies,  (page  90,)  that  in  making  the  charter,  he  estimated 
for  the  commissions  he  should  be  obliged  to  pay  Loper,  so  that  it 
really  came  out  of  the  government. 

The  time  allotted  for  this  investigation  did  not  permit  the  commit- 
tee to  pursue  their  discoveries  by  examining  all,  or  any  considerable 
number,  of  the  persons  who  paid  Loper  five  per  cent,  or  other  com- 
missions. Captain  Loper  has  furnished  the  committee  a  *Mist  of 
steamers  recommended  for  charter  for  the  use  of  the  expedition  un- 
der command  of  Major  General  McClellan,  United  States  <irmy." 
The  number  of  steamers  in  this  list  is  eighty-one,  and  Captain  Loper 
affirms  that  he  received  no  commissions  on  any  of  them.  Being  in- 
terrogated whether  the  list  embraces  aU  the  steamers  recommended 
by  him  for  the  McClellan  expedition,  he  is  unable  to  reply.  Mr. 
Hall  testifies  that  he  paid  Captain  Loper  $13,000  for  **  getting  busi- 
ness" for  him  in  the  McClellan  expedition,  and  Captain  Loper  ad- 
mit* that  he  received  the  money.  Therefore  the  above-mentioned 
list  has  no  significance,  except  as  showing,  on  Captain  Loper' s  oath, 
that  he  did  recommend  certain  steamers  for  the  McClellan  expedi- 
tion without  getting  a  commission  on  them.  He  has  also  furnished 
a  **li8t  of  vessels  chartered  at  Annapolis,  Maryland,  for  the  Burn- 
side  expedition,  and  for  which  no  commissions  were  charged.'  At 
the  bottom  of  this  list  the  phraseology  is  changed,  so  as  to  read  as 
follows:  "All  the  within  and  above  named  vessels  were  recommended 
by  me  to  the  Hon.  John  Tucker,  and  for  which  no  commissions  were 
charged  the  owners  by  mc."  The  distinction  will  be  apparent,  when 
it  is  understood  that  Hall  was  at  Annapolis  plying  his  vocation,  charg- 
ing seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  commissions,  and  that  he  considers 
himself  under  obligation  to  pay  Loper  one-half  of  all  his  gains.  A 
dramatic  performance  of  much  merit  was  enacted  on  this  occasion. 
Captain  Loper  testifies  (page  257)  that  he  sent  a  soldier  around  with 
a  musket  to  warn  all  captains,  that  if  they  had  anything  to  do  with 
brokers  or  middle  men,  he  would  not  touch  their  vessels,  but  would 
Rep.  Com.  84 2  '    ^      ^ ^ ^^.^ 
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send  to  New  York  and  Baltimore  for  others.  Bat  he  testifies  (page 
259)  that  he  saw  Hall  there,  that  he  chartered  some  vessels  of  him, 
and  that  he  did  not  send  the  soldier  to  notify  him.  Captain  Loper 
says  (page  259)  that  he  is  positive  Hall  did  not  get  a  commission  on 
any  vessels  in  the  Burnside  expedition;  but  Richard  M.  Heslen  tes- 
tifies that  he  paid  Hall  seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  commissions  on 
vessels  chartered  for  the  Burnside  expedition,  and  HaU  himself,  after 
some  equivocation,  admits  it. — (Page  118.)  Captain  Loper  testifies  that 
he  has  known  Hall  since  the  year  1821 — that  is,  forty-two  years.  HaU 
says  he  has  known  Loper  ten  years. 

Captain  Leper's  list  of  vessels  chartered  for  the  Burnside  expedi- 
tion is  singularly  faulty.  After  certifying  that  **all  the  within  and 
above  named  vessels  were  recommended  by  me  to  the  Hon.  John 
Tucker,"  he  testifies  (page  276)  that  the  Champion,  one  of  the  num- 
ber, was  chartered  at  Baltimore,  and  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with 
her,  and  that  the  Louisiana,  another  of  the  list,  was  chartered  by 
Mr.  Brant  directly  to  General  Burnside,  without  being  examined  by 
himself.  In  his  list  he  says  the  Louisiana  was  chartered  by  John 
Tucker,  and  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  previously  referred 
to,  (Senate  Ex.  Doc.  37,  page  8,  37th  (^ong.,  2d  sess.,)  says  that  she 
was  chartered  by  Mr.  Tucker.  The  committee  regret  that  their  time 
has  not  permitted  an  investigation  into  the  facts  connected  with  the 
charter  of  the  Louisiana,  which  was  taken  into  the  government  ser- 
vice on  the  8th  of  January,  1862,  at  the  enormous  rate  of  $800  per 
day,  and  is  still  in  the  service.  Colonel  Belger  testifies  (page  51) 
that  she  was  chartered  by  Tucker,  and  that  he  (Belger)  has  paid,  by 
order  of  the  quartermaster  general,  at  different  times,  $200,410  23 
for  her  services  for  251  days.  But  if,  as  appears,  she  has  been  in 
the  service  over  a  year,  there  must  be  still,  a  sum  due  her  far  greater 
than  her  value.  Mr.  James  N.  MuUer,  supervising  inspector  of 
steamboats  at  Baltimore,  testifies  (page  375)  that  the  Louisiana  is 
worth  about  $30,000. 

A  singular  fact  connected  with  Captain  Leper's  extensive  business 
is  that  he  keeps  no  account-books.  He  puts  all  his  money,  from  all 
sources  into  bank,  and  has  no  other  record  than  his  bank-book;  con- 
sequently he  is  unable  to  say  what  amounts  he  received  from  par- 
ticular individuals.  He  says  he  received  "ten  or  twelve  thousand 
dollars"  from  Hall;  Hall  says  it  was  thirteen  thousand.  Loper  says 
he  received  from  three  to  five  thousand  doUars  from  Groves— ^it  might 
have  been  either.  This  free  and  easy  system  of  keeping  accounts, 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  contradictory  testimony  of  witnesses  to 
the  same  facts,  the  contradictory  testimony  of  Captain  Loper  to  the 
same  facts,  the  contradictions  between  Captain  Leper's  testimony 
and  the  official  records  of  the  War  Department,  and  the  multiplied 
business  relations  of  Captain  Loper  with  the  government,  renders  it 
impossible  for  the  committee  to  state  the  amount  he  has  fraudulently 
received  from  the  government.  They  would  refer,  in  concluding  this 
branch  of  their  report,  to  the  two  lists  of  vessels  now  in  the  service 
of  the  government,  owned  in  part  by  Captain  Loper,  or  on  whose 
charters  he  is  now  receiving  a  commission.  — (Pages  255, 256.)    The  for- 


*      EMPLOTMEMT  OF  TRAKSPOBT  VESSELS.  19 

mer  list  (vessels  owned  in  part  by  Capt.  Loper,  now  in  the  government 
service)  embraces  28  steamers,  under  charter  at  rates  ranging  from 
$120  to  $700  per  day  each.  Fifteen  of  the  steamers  on  this  list  have 
DO  charter  rates  mentioned  in  the  column  intended  to  exhibit  them. 
The  proper  figures  for  12  of  these  were  subsequently  obtained  from 
Captain  Loper  by  interrogatories,  so  that  the  committee  are  enabled 
to  supply  the  omission  as  follows:  Steamers  H.  Burden,  $120;  Black 
Diamond,  |140;  Ironsides,  $140;  Ann. Eliza,  $130;  Alida,  $125;  Bev- 
erly, $130;  New  York,  $600;  J.  Brooks,  $700;  Diamond  State,  $200; 
Charles  Osgood,  $250;  Quinnebaug,  $250;  Shetucket,  $250  per  day. 
The  other  list  (vessels  for  which  Captain  Loper  is  acting  as  agent  or 
''ship's  husband,'^  and  collecting  the  money  due  on  their  charter- 
parties)  embraces  16  steamers,  at  rates  ranging  from  $40  to  $300  per 
day  each,  and  four  steamers  at  rates  between  $6,560  and  $7,975  per 
month. 

STEAHEB  MSTAHORA. 

Another  extraordinary  condition  of  facts  is  developed  in  connex- 
ion with  this  steamer.  She  was  an  old  vessel,  and  cost  her  owners 
$25,000.  She  was  chartered  by  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  John 
Tucker,  though  this  gentleman  has  failed,  for  some  unexplained  reason, 
to  include  her  name  in  the  list  he  furnished  to  the  committee  of  vessels 
chartered  by  him  or  under  his  direction.  The  price  paid  for  her  by 
the  government  was  $450  per  day.  According  to  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Lewis  Baker,  one  of  her  owners,  **Bhe  was  chartered  to  be  deliv- 
ered at  Annapolis  on  the  6th  of  March,  1862.  I  state  from  memory. 
A  telegram  came  on  here  from  one  of  the  owners  in  New  York  to  de- 
liver her  there  on  the  6th  of  March,  with  4,000  gallons  of  water  on 
board.  We  got  ready  to  run  the  blockade,  and  were  stopped  here 
on  the  night  of  the  fourth  by  the  quartermaster's  department,  at  4 
or  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  That  is  the  time  she  was  chartered.'' 
*    ♦    *     *     ♦     (Page  60.) 

**  Question.  When  did  your  pay  for  the  Metamora  actually  com- 
mence ? 

**  Answer.  We  got  paid  from  the  first  of  the  month. 

'•  Question.  Why  were  you  paid  for  the  six  days  prior  ? 

**  Answer.  That  is  more  than  I  can  state.  We  were  paid  for 
her.     ♦     ♦    » 

'*  Question.  Do  you  know  of  her  having  made  a  pleasure  excur- 
sion? 

''Answer.  Yes,  sir;  we  made  an  excursion  on  the  1st  and  one  on 
the  2d  of  March  down  to  a  rebel  battery  opposite  Mattawoman  creek, 
called  Cockpit  Point  battery. 

'•  Question.  Was  that  on  private  account? 

**  Answer.  Yes,  sir.  It  was  our  own  boat.  We  knew  nothing 
about  the  government  then.  That  was  on  the  1st  and  2d  of 
March.     *    ♦    ♦    ♦ 

"Question.  Those  were  two  of  the  days  for  which  you  were  paid 
by  government  ? 

**  Answer.  Yes,  sir;  we  were  paid  from  the  first  of  the  month.'' 
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The  evidence  showB  that  the  Metamora  was  not  only  paid  for  at 
least  four  days^  services  that  she  did  not  render,  amounting  to  $1,800, 
but  she  was  repaired  at  the  expense  of  the  govemm,ent  to  the  anaoant 
of  $4,447  52,  and  that  during  the  time  she  was  undergoing  repairs 
(said  by  Baker  to  be  fourteen  days)  she  received  her  charter-party 
pay,  $450  per  day.  A  part  of  these  repairs  consisted  of  bunkers,  in 
which  the  private  trading  stores  of  some  of  her  owners,  who  were 
army  sutlers,  were  carried ;  for  it  is  shown  that  this  vessel  was  used 
for  private  purposes,  and  that  some  of  the  owners  realized  upon  one 
trip  of  the  vessel  to  Harrison's  Landing  the  handsome  profit  of  $3,100. 
It  is  stated  by  one  of  the  owners,  Mr.  John  P.  Acker,  and  also  by 
Mr.  John  Tucker,  who  directed  this  large  amount  of  repairs  to  be 
done  to  the  Metamora,  (see  his  letter  to  Colonel  Belger,)  that  they 
were  paid  by  the  government  in  consequence  of  damage  done  to  her 
by  the  performance  of  extra  hazardous  work  in  the  early  part  of  May, 
1862,  when  she  was  required  to  cross  in  boisterous  weather  from 
Portress  Monroe  to  Cherrystone  inlet.  By  reference  to  Major  Bel- 
ger's  account  of  repairs  done  on  her,  it  will  be  observed  that  the 
items  are — 
May    29.  Repairing  awnings,  Ac. $32  35 

30.  Joiners'  work,  &c.,  and  materials 361  90 

31.  Painting,  &c.,  and  materials 281  82 

31.  Pattern-makers'  work,  &c 1, 148  04 

Aug.  27.  Carpenters'  work,  Ac 2,623  41 

It  would  be  curious  to  know  how  the  straining  of  this  steamer  in 
heavy  weather  rendered  necessary  the  application  of  $281  82  of  paint, 
or  $1,148  04  of  pattern-makers'  work,  fey  reference  to  Colonel  Bel- 
ger's  report  of  vessels  repaired  at  Baltimore  under  his  direction,  (p, 
304,)  it  may  be  fairly  inferred  that  the  dates  were  intended  to  desig* 
]uate  the  times  when  the  repairs  were  actually  made,  and  not  to  the 
times  when  the  money  was  paid  for  them,  because  there  are  many  en- 
tries of  repairs  marked  ''not  paid;"  and  these,  like  the  others,  are  all 
provided  with  dates.  The  committee,  curious  to  learn  what  connexion 
existed  between  the  strain  received  by  the  Metamora  in  May  and  the 
$2,623  41  of  carpenters'  work  put  upon  her  in  August,  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
xjopy  : 

Select  Committee  Boom,  IJNiTBn  States  Senate, 

WashingtoHf  February  6,  1863. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  appears  from  the  list  of  vessels  repaired  at  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land, under  direction  of  Colonel  James  Belger,  quartermaster,  which  list  was 
transmitted  to  me,  for  the  use  of  the  select  committee  of  the  Senate  on  the  char- 
tering of  transports  for  the  Banks  expedition,  &c.,  by  the  honorahle  Secretaxy 
of  War,  that  the  steamer  Metamora  received  the  following  repairs : 

1862,  May  29.  Repairing  awnings,  &c 932  35 

1862,  May  30.  Joiners'  work,  &c 361  90 

1862,  May  31.  Pamting,  &c 281  82 

1862,  May  31.  Pattern-makers'  work,  &c 1, 148  04 

1862,  Aug.  27.  Carpenters'  work,  &c 2, 623  41 
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The  committee  desiie  to  ascertain  whether  the  kst-mentioned  sam  of 
$2,623  41  was  paid  for  work  done  on  or  about  the  27th  of  Augost,  or  for  work 
done  on  or  about  May  30,  when  the  previous  repairs  were  made  on  said  steamer, 
there  being  nothing  in  Colonel  Belger's  report  to  show,  with  certainty,  whether 
the  dates  refer  to  me  time  when  the  repairs  were  done  and  completea,  or  to  the 
time  when  the  money  was  paid  for  the  same.  Will  you  please  inform  the  com- 
mittee whether  there  is  any  record  in  the  War  Department  to  elucidate  this  point  1 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  GRIMES, 

Chairman^  Se. 
Hon.  P.  H.  Watson, 

AsMtant  Secretary  of  War. 

On  the  9th  instant  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  by  direction  of 
the  Secretary,  transmitted  to  the  committee  the  following  letter  from 
Colonel  Belger: 

Quartbrmaster's  Ofpicb, 

Baltimore^  February  7,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated  Feb- 
niary  6,  1863,  enclosing  copy  of  a  portion  of  a  letter  from  Senator  Grimes, 
relative  to  the  repairs  znade  upon  the  steamer  "  Metamora,"  and,  in  reply,  to  state 
that  the  date,  August  27,  1862,  which  was  placed  opposite  the  amount  for  car- 
penters' work,  &;c.,  $2,623  41,  on  this  steamer,  was  the  date  of  the  payment  of 
the  account.    The  proper  date  should  be  May  31,  1862. 

Enclosed  I  hand  you  the  order  for  the  repairs  of  said  steamer,  received  from 
the  Hon.  John  Tucker,  then  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  BELOER, 
Ckicnd  and  Quartermaster, 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Seereiary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure  ] 

Assistant  Quartermaster's  Office, 
Department  of  Virginiat  Fort  Monroe,  May  16,  1862. 
Dear  Sir:  The  steamer  "Metamora"  was  called  upon  to  perform  some  extra 
haxaidoas  service,  in  doing  which  she  sprung  her  guards  and  otherwise  strained 
hersdf.  She  will  be  sent  to  Baltimore,  in  a  day  or  two,  for  some  repairs  of  her 
koll.  rendered  necessary  by  this  service.  It  is  the  opinion  of  all  the  officers 
here  who  know  the  circumstances  (in  which  I  concur)  that  the  cost  of  these 
lepairs  should  be  borne  by  the  government. 

I  on  will  please  have  ner  repaired  at  soon  as  possible,  and  returned  here,  as 
she  is  most  useful. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  TUCKER, 
Assistant  Sesretary  of  War. 
Major  J.  Bblobr, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Baltimore. 

It  thus  appears  that  the  August  expenditure  of  $2, 623  41  was  really 
a  part  of  the  repairs  of  May  29,  30,  and  31,  when,  as  Mr.  Tucker 
alleges,  she  ''sprung  her  guards,  and  otherwise  strained  herself.'' 
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The  committee  leave  to  Colonel  Belger  the  task  of  explaining  the  dis- 
crepancy between  his  two  reports. 

The  table  of  vessels  repaired  at  Baltimore  nnder  direction  of  Colonel 
James  Belger,  in  which  it  appears  that  $176,768  97  of  the  public 
money  has  been  expended,  (p.  325,)  presents  a  fruitful  field  for  inquiry, 
which  the  committee  regret  that  they  have  not  had  time  to  explore. 

Another  ship-broker  appears  on  the  stage  in  connexion  with  this 
vessel.  This  person  is  James  B.  Danforth,  of  New  York  city.  He 
seems  to  have  a  very  shadowy  existence,  very  few  people  in  New 
Tork  knowing  either  the  man,  his  habitation,  or  his  business.  The 
committee  cannot  discover  that  before  this  war  he  has  had  any  con- 
nexion with  the  shipping  business,  though  it  would  appear  that  he 
has  received,  if  he  is  not  still  receiving,  commissions  upon  the 
steamers  Brooks  and  Kent. 

The  services  rendered  by  Danforth  to  the  owners  of  the  Metamora, 
according  to  Baker,  were,  **  getting  the  boat  employed,  or  rather  it 
was  taking  care  of  her,  keeping  her  in  the  government  employ.  She 
had  something  like  six  or  seven  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  repairs  put 
on  her  at  Baltimore,  and  it  was  for  favors  shown  to  the  boat.  That 
is  what  they  (the  other  owners)  told  me." — (Page  63.)  What  influence 
Mr.  Danforth  may  really  have  exerted  upon  Captain  Loper,  who 
recommended,  or  upon  Mr.  Tucker,  who  chartered,  the  Metamora, 
and  afterwards  directed  her  to  be  repaired  at  the  government  ex- 
pense, the  committee  are  left  to  conjecture;  but  it  is  shown  by  the 
testimony  of  both  Baker  and  Acker  that  the  owners,  who  must  be 
presumed  to  be  the  best  judges  of  the  value  of  his  services  in  this 
regard,  paid  him  $3,100  for  them.  Danforth  demanded  of  the 
owners  $5,000.  Some  of  them  were  willing  to  pay  that  amount,  and 
some  objected,  all  agreeing,  however,  that  something  was  due  to  him, 
till  at  length  the  amount  before  named  was  settled  upon  as  a  compro- 
mise. The  testimony  abundantly  shows  that  the  Metamora  was 
chartered  at  an  exorbitant  rate,  as  would  seem  to  be  the  case  with 
all  the  vessels  with  which  Danforth  was  in  any  way  connected,  or  of 
which  Captain  Powers,  of  Hudson,  New  York,  was  part  owner  or 
agent. 

THE  STEAHEB  GEORGE  WASHINGTON,    cdioS  CONSTITUTION. 

The  committee  call  attention  to  the  testimony  of  Cornelius  Wendell 
(p.  359)  and  the  letter  of  General  M.  C.  Meigs,  United  States  army, 
in  relation  to  the  case  of  this  steamer,  (p.  294.)  The  transactions  in 
connexion  with  her  demand  minute  investigation  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment. 

COLONEL  JAKES  BELGEB,  QUABTERHASTEB. 

Colonel  James  Belger  is  the  quartermaster  at  Baltimore.  Mr.  Hall 
shows,  in  the  list  rendered  to  the  War  Department,  that  he  has 
**  chartered  for  Colonel  James  Belger,"  between  April  8  and  Sep- 
tember 6,  1862,  53  schooners,  53  barges,  2  brigs,  1  sloop,  and  1 
bark — in  all  110  vessels.  It  has  been  shown  by  the  testimony  of 
Applcgarth  and  Bhoads  that  Belger  knew  all  about  Hall's  five  per 
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cent,  commissione  as  early  as  January  or  February,  1862 — at  least  one 
month  before  any  of  these  charters  were  effected.  Applegarth  tried 
to  charter  his  vessels  directly  to  Belger,  saying  that  the  five  per  cent, 
could  thus  be' saved  to  the  government;  but  Belger  told  him  he  must 
go  to  Hall.  Rboads  tried  to  charter  directly  to  Belger,  and  he,  too, 
was  driven  to  Hall.  The  committee  are  not  precisely  informed  whether 
Belger  first  became  acquainted  with  Hall  through  Mr.  John  Tucker  or 
otherwise.  Tucker  directed  Belger,  by  a  letter  dated  Baltimore,  April 
10,  1862,  printed  in  connexion  with  the  latter' s  testimony,  (p.  59,)  to 
^^do  the  needful''  in  respect  of  a  large  number  of  Hall' s  charters  for 
vessels  to  transport  engines  and  cars;  by  which  it  is  obvious  he  meant 
to  direct  him  to  sign  the  charter-parties  on  behalf  of  the  government. 
Colonel  Belger  so  understood  it,  and  acted  accordingly.  It  would 
seem  that  this  order  of  Tucker's  was  intended  to  cover  the  list  of 
vessels,  72  in  number,  furnished  to  the  committee  by  Hall  under  the 
caption  '^List  of  vessels  chartered  to  transport  locomotives,  cars,  rail- 
road iron,  Ac,"  and  did  not  apply  to  the  110  vessels  chartered  by 
Hall  to  Belger.  Practically,  it  is  of  no  consequence  whether  Hall  and 
Belger  were  brought  together  by  Tucker  or  not.  Belger  admits  that 
he  knew  Hall  was  receiving  five  per  cent,  commissions  on  his  char- 
ters. He  knew  that  Hall  was  fixing  his  own  compensation  on  all  the 
charters  he  effected  for  the  government.  Yet  he  employed  him  to 
charter  110  vessels,  (according  to  Hall's  list,)  and  allowed  him  in  this 
way  to  defraud  the  government  of  at  least  $7,400  76;  for  Hall  says 
that  was  the  amount  of  commissions  he  received  on  the  vessels 
**  chartered  for  Colonel  Belger."  The  following  quotation  from 
Colonel  Belger' s  testimony  (page  32)  is  to  the  point: 

**  Question.  Then  your  charters  which  were  made  independent  of 
Mr.  Tucker,  were  also  made  through  Mr.  Hall,  as  well  as  those  made 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Tucker  ? 

•'Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  don't  know  anything  about  Mr.  Tucker;  but 
whenever  I  wanted  a  vessel  of  Mr.  Hall,  I  would  say  to  him,  '  I 
want  such  a  vessel,  and  I  don't  want  to  go  into  the  market  for  it. 
Yon  go  and  pick  me  out  such  a  vessel  and  charter  it  at  the  lowest 
rate.' " 

Several  witnesses  testify  that  it  was  generally  understood  among 
ship-owners  in  Baltimore  that  no  charters  could  be  effected  at  Col- 
onel Belger' s  oflSce,  except  through  Hall;  and  Andrew  Gray  testifies 
that  the  orders  issued  by  Colonel  Belger  to  the  vessels,  after  they 
were  chartered,  frequently  came  through  Hall.  Colonel  Belger  fur- 
nished the  committee  a  report  of  vessels  chartered  and  employed  by 
himself,  as  quartermaster  of  the  United  States  army,  at  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  from  April  27,  1861,  to  January  23,  1863.  General  M.  C. 
Meigs,  quartermaster  general.  United  States  army,  also  furnished  the 
committee  a  list  of  vessels  chartered  by  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment  at  Baltimore,  Maryland,  since  July  1,  1861,  by  Colonel  James 
^Ig^i*!  quartermaster.  General  Meigs' s  list  must  have  been  made 
up  from  Colonel  Belger' s  returns  on  file  in  the  quartermaster  general's 
office;  yet  there  is  a  striking  difference  between  the  two  lists,  in  the 
names  of  the  persons  from  whom  the  charters  were  effected.     The 
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schooDer  Daniel  Brown  (March  15}  appears  on  Colonel  Belger's  list 
as  chartered  of  Pratt  k  Brother;  in  General  Meigs's  list  it  appears 
as  chartered  of  A.  G.  Hall.  The  Mary  Brewer,  (March  21,}  in  Bel« 
ger's  list,  is  chartered  of  J.  B.  Wood;  in  General  Meigs's  list,  of  A. 
C.  Hall.  The  schooners  J.  H.  Day,  J.  H.  Burnett,  Algomar,  Vincent 
Barkalew,  Lucy  Church,  Benjamin  L.  Berry,  Lucy,  W.  Alexander, 
L.  W.  Birdsall,  Young  America,  Baltimore,  Luther  Child,  and  Moun* 
tain  Avenue,  appear  on  Colonel  Belger's  list  as  having  been  char- 
tered of  various  private  individuals;  all  these  vessels  appear  in  Gen- 
eral  Meigs's  list  as  having  been  chartered,  on  the  same  days,  of  A. 
C.  Hall.  General  Meigs  states  that  his  list  was  made  up  from  the 
original  charter-parties  on  file  in  the  quartermaster  general's  o£Sce; 
it  is  therefore  the  correct  one;  and  the  committee  are  unable  to  con- 
jecture why  Colonel  Belger's  list  should  differ  in  this  respect  from 
that  of  the  quartermaster  general,  unless  he  desired  and  expected, 
by  these  alterations,  to  hide  the  magnitude  of  his  transactions  with 
Hall.  Upon  what  principles  Colonel  Belger  presents  to  the  com- 
mittee a  list  of  names  different  from  those  attached  to  the  charter- 
parties,  and  calls  them  the  persons  from  whom  the  vessels  were 
chartered  by  him^  he  should  be  required  to  answer  before  another 
tribunal, 

MB.  JOHN  TUCKER. 

All  the  foregoing  facts  and  testimony  force  the  committee  to  the 
conclusion  that  Mr.  John  Tucker,  late  Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 
had  more  or  less  connexion  with  these  gigantic  and  shameless 
frauds  on  the  government.  Tucker  was  the  only  person  in  the 
government  employ  who  had  enjoyed  a  long  acquaintance  with 
Pickrell.  Tucker  selected  Loper  to  ** examine  and  recommend," 
and  Loper  brought  in  his  old  acquaintance,  of  forty-two  years  stand- 
ing, Amasa  C.  Hall.  Danforth,  also,  is  one  of  Tucker's  familiars, 
and,  according  to  Acker,  charged  commissions  for  introducing  ship- 
owners and  agents  to  him.  Tucker  chartered  all,  or  nearly  all,  the 
vessels  for  the  Burnside  expedition,  the  McCl^llan  expedition  to  the 
Peninsula,  the  McClellan  expedition  from  the  Peninsula,  and  for 
various  other  enterprises.  The  testimony  of  Captain  Henry  0. 
Hodges,  assistant  quartermaster,  who  signed  the  charter-parties  for 
the  McClellan  expedition,  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  committee  a 
letter  from  General  M.  C.  Meigs,  quartermaster  general,  (page  227,) 
dated  February  19,  1862,  directing  Captain  Hodges  to  charter  vessels 
under  the  advice  and  direction  of  Mr.  John  Tucker,  employing  the 
following  language  at  the  conclusion  thereof: 

**The  instructions  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  Tucker,  in 
this  business,  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  as  though  from  the  quar- 
termaster general."  The  committee  accordingly  addressed  a  letter 
to  General  Meigs,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 
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Sblbct  Committkb  Boom,  IJnitbd  Statbs  Sbnatb, 

WeuhingtoJh  February  4,  1863. 
Dbar  Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  select  committee  of  the  Senatet  appointed  in 
parBnance  of  the  reflolutiona  of  the  22d  and  23d  December,  1862,  to  Inqnire  why 
yon  directed  Captain  Hodgea,  assistant  quartermaster,  on  the  19th  of  February, 
1862,  to  charter  vessels  under  the  advice  and  direction  of  Mr.  John  Tucker, 
using  the  language :  *'  The  instructions  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Mr. 
Tucker,  in  this  business,  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  as  though  from  the 
quartermaster  general."  The  spirit  of  this  interrogatory,  you  will  perceive,  la 
to  inquire  by  virtue  of  what  law,  regulation,  or  other  reason  the  responsibility  of 
the  above-mentioned  duty  was  taken  from  the  quartermaster's  department  and 
lodged  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Tucker. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  GBIMES,  Chairman. 
General  M.  0.  Mbios. 

Qmariermaster  Getteral,  United  States  Army. 

To  wLich  they  received  the  following  reply  : 

Washington,  February  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  the  inquiry  of  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  why  I  directed 
Captiun  Hodges,  assistant  quartermaster,  on  the  19th  February,  1862,  to 
chiuter  vessels  under  the  advice  and  direction  of  Mr.  John  Tucker,  using  the 
hinguage :  "  The  instructions  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  Tucker,  in  this 
business,  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  as  though  from  the  quartermaster 
general  ** — ^which  inquiry,  your  letter  states,  is  intended  to  inauire  by  virtue 
of  what  law,  regulation,  or  other  reason  the  responsibility  of  the  aoove-mentioned 
duty  was  taken  from  the  quartermaster's  department  and  lodged  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Tucker — I  have  the  honor  to  say — 

That  the  instructions  were  written  after  an  interview  with  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  which  he  informed  me  that  it  was  determined  that  the  armv  of  the 
Potomac  should  make  a  movement.  The  Secretair  explained  verbally  his  in- 
tentions in  regard  to  providing  the  necessary  vessels,  and  instructed  me  to  send 
an  officer  with  Mr.  Tucker. 

I  wrote  the  order^  to  Captain  Hodges,  the  officer  whom  I  selected  for  this 
purpose,  in  such  form  as  I  thought  best  calculated  to  carry  out  the  instructions 
received  verbally  from  the  Secretary. 

As  regards  the  authority  for  such  an  instruction,  the  Secretary  of  War, 
as  I  understand  the  relative  positions  of  the  several  officers  of  the  departments, 
represents  the  President — the  commander-in-chief;  and  until  proved  otherwise, 
his  acts  are  to  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  the  acts  of  the  President.  He  has, 
therefore,  authoriU*  over  the  quartermaster  general,  and  over  his  subordinates. 

The  duties  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  are  not,  perhaps,  as  yet  very 
dearly  defined,  but  I  understand  that  he  is  to  perform  such  duties  and  exercise 
such  powers  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  delegated  to  him  or  imposed  upon  him 
by  the  Secretary  of  War;  and  in  this  particular  case  he  represented,  as  1  under- 
stand, the  SecretaiT  himself.  As  the  superior  officer,  thus  representing  the 
Secretary,  he  would  have  authoritv,  necessarily,  over  an  assistant  quartermaster 
detailed  to  assist  him;  and  as  nothing  is  so  injurious  to  military  operations  as 
doubt  or  division  as  to  authority,  I  carefully  framed  my  instructions  so  as  to 
prevent  any  danger  of  misunderstanding. 

There  are  some  specific  duties  assigned  by  specific  laws  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  others  to  the  quartermaster  general.  But  these  are  generally  under- 
stood to  be  intended  to  be  performed  with  regard  to  the  general  subordination  of 
the  Secretary  to  the  President,  and  of  the  quartermaster  general  to  both. 
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I  should  add  that,  in  1117  opinion,  neither  Secretaiy,  President,  nor  any  other 
officer  can  legally  compel  a  subordinate  officer  to  obey  any  illegal  order. 

The  obligation  of  obedience  is  obedience  to  the  lawful  orders  of  a  superior  in 
the  military  as  in  the  civil  sendee. 

The  right  of  judging  of  the  lawfulness  of  orders  involves  the  duty  of  doing  so. 
In  military  organizations  the  responsibilitv  of  disobedience  on  plea  of  un- 
lawfulness is  very  great,  but  so  is  the  responsibility  of  obedience. 

The  Supreme  Court  has  decided  that  a  militarv  officer  cannot  justify  him- 
self for  committing  an  unlawM  act  by  pleading  the  command  of  his  superior 
officer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  0.  MEIGS, 
Quartemuuter  GemeraL 
Hon.  J.  W.  Grimes, 

Chairman  Select  Committee^  United  State*  Senate, 

There  was  nothing  in  Mr.  Tucker's  antecedents  to  qualify  him  for 
the  business  of  procuring  vessels  for  the  War  Department,  and 
nothing  in  his  official  position  pointing  to  the  duty  of  superseding  the 
quartermaster  general,  or  any  of  his  assistants,  in  this  important 
branch  of  the  public  service.  Mr.  Tucker  testifies  that  he  received 
his  first  appointment  as  transport  agent  from  the  late  Secretary  of 
War,  Mr.  Cameron.  He  says  also,  (page  223:)  **  When  a  change  was 
'  made  in  the  head  of  the  War  Department,  about  one  year  ago,  the 
present  Secretary  of  War  asked  me  to  act  as  assistant,  to  which  I  re- 
luctantly assented,  and  have  so  continued  to  act  until  the  2l8t  instant, 
when  the  office  terminated." 

CONCLUSIONS. 

The  ground  covered  by  this  report  includes  only  a  small  portion  of 
the  duty  assigned  to  the  committee  by  the  resolution  of  December 
23.  As  previously  stated,  the  time  was  too  short  to  afford  more 
than  a  beginning — an  outline — of  the  work,  which  should  be  under- 
taken at  onco  by  a  competent  military  commission,  and  prosecuted 
through  all  the  channels  of  the  transport  service  from  the  20th  of 
April,  1861,  to  the  present  time.  The  committee  are  overwhelmed 
with  astonishment  and  sorrow  by  the  revelations  which  have  been 
made;  but  they  believe  that  nothing  which  so  intimately  concerns  a 
free  people  should  be  concealed  from  them,  and  they  hope  that  this  in- 
vestigation may  lead  to  a  more  honest  and  economical  administration 
of  the  department  of  the  public  service  to  which  their  attention  has 
been  directed. 

The  conclusions  reached  by  the  committee,  from  the  whole  exami- 
nation in  which  they  have  been  engaged,  are — 

First,  That  vessels  to  be  employed  by  the  government  should  al- 
ways be  secured  through  the  regular  and  legitimate  channels,  upon 
offers  to  be  made  by  the  owners  or  agents  of  such  vessels,  in  answer 
to  public  advertisements. 

Second.  That  the  practice  of  employing  an  agent  to  charter  ves- 
sels, with  unlimited  power  to  fix  the  rate  of  charter,  to  determine  the 
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character  of  the  vessels  to  be  employed,  with  the  apparent  attempt 
to  fasten  the  whole  responsibility  for  snch  transactions  upon  another 
party,  or  upon  another  department,  as  in  the  case  of  employing  John 
Tucker,  with  Captain  Hodges,  United  States  army,  to  charter  vessels 
for  the  McGlellan  expedition — ^the  former  to  inspect  and  charter,  and 
the  latter  merely  to  sign  the  contracts  that  they  might  have  the  offi- 
cial sanction  of  the  quartermaster's  department — can  be  justified 
neither  upon  principle  nor  by  its  results. 

Third.  All  vessels  should  be  thoroughly  inspected,  at  the  time  of 
purchase  or  charter  by  the  government,  by  competent  experts  in 
their  professions,  who  shall  be  directly  responsible  to  the  militaiy 
branch  of  the  government;  and  it  is  no  apology  for  the  want  of  such 
thorough  examination  to  say  that  the  vessels  had  at  some  time  during 
the  preceding  twelve  months  been  inspected  by  the  agents  of  the 
Treasury  Department. 

Fourth.  That  the  monopoly  of  chartering  vessels  by  Hall,  Loper, 
and  others,  even  were  it  known  that  their  transactions  were  honest, 
cannot  be  justified;  and  the  officers  who  knew  that  Hall,  Loper,  and 
others  were  extorting  commissions  from  the  owners  and  agents  of 
vessels,  and  permitted  such  monopoly  to  continue,  deserve  the  severest 
censure. 

Fifth.  The  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  late  Assistant  Secre- 
tary of  War,  John  Tucker,  and  Colonel  James  Belger,  United  States 
army,  knew  of  Hall's  transactions,  and,  knowing  them,  permitted  his 
monopoly  and  illegal  practices  to  continue. 

Sixth.  That  the  practice  of  allowing  any  person  to  act,  at  the 
same  time,  in  the  double  capacity  of  broker  of  ship-owners  and 
agent  of  the  government  to  select  vessels — in  both  of  which  charac- 
ters Hall  did  act  according  to  the  testimony  of  Colonel  Belger — is 
wholly  indefensible. 

Seventh.  That  the  commissions  received  by  Hall,  Loper,  Danforth, 
and  others,  which  are  estimated  by  the  committee  to  amount,  in  the 
aggregate,  to  several  hundred  thousand  dollars,  rightfully  belong  to 
the  government,  and  immediate  steps  should  be  taken  by  the  War 
Department  to  ascertain  the  amount  due  from  each,  and  to  secure  the 
money. 

Eighth.  That  many  of  the  charters  eflfected  by,  through,  or  under 
the  agency  of  Hall,  Loper,  and  others,  were  secured  at  exorbitant 
prices,  and  are  otherwise  tainted  with  fraud.  All  such  charters 
should  be  at  once  annulled,  and  steps  taken  to  restore  to  the  treasury 
the  sums  thus  extorted  or  fraudulently  obtained. 

Ninth.  That  all  the  charters  with  Charles  Coblens  were  exorbitant 
in  price,  and  were  tainted  with  fraud;  that  both  Coblens  and  Pickrell 
should  be  made  to  disgorge  their  ill-gotten  gains,  and  the  charters 
should  be  annulled. 

Tenth.  That  no  money  should  be  paid  upon  charters  with  Coblens, 
Hall,  Loper,  etc.,  upon  vessels  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  them, 
until  the  amounts  honestly  and  equitably  due  to  the  government, 
growing  out  of  their  transactions,  shall  be  ascertained  and  paid. 

Eleventh.  That  the  facts  heretofore  recited  concerning  Colonel 
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James  Belger  are  sufficiently  grave  to  warrant  their  being  examined 
by  a  military  court. 

Twdfth.  That  the  soms  of  money  obtained  by  James  B.  Danforth, 
of  New  York,  from  the  owners  of  the  steamer  Metamora,  and  from 
the  owners  of  other  vessels,  were  obtained  in  violation  of  law,  and 
against  public  policy,  and  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  cause  it  to 
be  paid  into  the  treasury. 

Thirteenth,  The  War  Department  can  only  restore  confidence  in 
its  transactions  in  connexion  with  army  transportation,  by  inflexibly 
adhering  to  the  rule,  that  contracts  shall  only  be  made  with  the 
owners  of  vessels,  or  with  their  immediate,  legitimate,  established 
agents,  and  that  every  officer  who  shall  be  shown  to  be  influenced  in 
the  slightest  degree  in  awarding  a  charter  by  fear,  favor,  affection, 
or  the  hope  of  reward,  or  who  shall  ever  give  reasonable  ground  for 
suspicion  of  the  honesty  of  his  conduct,  shall  be  summarily  punished, 
if  guilty. 

Fourteenth,  The  cases  of  perjury  shown  in  the  testimony  taken 
by  this  committee  should  become  subjects  of  judicial  investigation. 
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TAKKN  BDOBI 


THE    SELECT    COMMITTEE 


AFPOOmD 


By  virtue  of  a  rewHution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  adopted 
December  22, 1862,  and  also  a  resolution  adopted  December  23, 1862, 
to  inquire  into  the  manner  of  the  employment  of  transport  vessels  for 
the  army  of  the  United  Sta'es. 


Wabhinqton,  Friday j  December  26,  1862. 
Jambs  Belgbr,  being  daly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Qaestioii.  State,  if  yon  please,  yonr  name,  age,  and  oocqpation. 

Answer.  I  am  a  colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  States.  My  age 
is  forty- three  years,  if  I  recollect  aright.  My  occupation  now  is  quar- 
termaster at  Baltimore. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  stationed  at  Baltimore? 

Answer.  I  was  sent  there  on  the  20th  day  of  May,  1861.  « 

Question.  What  has  been  the  character  of  your  business? 

Answer.  Furnishing  supplies,  sir,  of  every  kind  for  the  govern- 
ment, from  almost  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  to  Fairfax  Court-House. 
The  business  of  my  office  is  immense.  They  call  upon  me  for  almost 
every  sort  of  thing  and  from  almost  everywhere.  My  business  at  Bal- 
timore is  to  furnish  army  supplies  generally. 

Question.  Has  it  been  a  part  of  your  business  to  furnish  transports 
to  the  army  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  furnish  any  transports  for  what  is  known  as  the 
Bankd  expedition  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  any  vessels  for  Burnside's  expedition? 
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Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did.  If  I  did,  it  was 
by  order  of  Mr.  Tucker,  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War.  I  do  not 
recollect  now  that  I  did,  sir  ?  I  may  have  taken  np  vessels  and  char- 
tered them  by  his  direction,  when  it  was  so  stated  in  the  order. 

Question.  Such  vessels  as  you  did  charter  were  chartered  at  his  in- 
stance? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  every  instance  by  his  direction  or  that  of  the 
quartermaster  general. 

Question.  Did  either  of  them  specify  to  you  the  vessels  you  were  to 
charter,  or  the  persons  of  whom  you  were  to  charter  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  specified  the  vessel,  or  they  would  describe 
the  kind  of  a  vessel  or  vessels  required,  and  I  would  find  out  such 
vessels,  if  in  that  port,  and  then  charter  them,  but  first  telegraph  the 
prices,  &c. 

Question.  Did  they^  or  either  of  them,  direct  you  as  to  the  porsQiis 
of  whom  you  should  charter  vessels  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  that  they  did. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Tucker  ever  tell  you  that  you  must  confine  your 
charters  to  a  man  named  A.  C.  Hall  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  If  you  will  allow  me,  I  will  here  add  a  word  of 
explanation.  A  great  many  vessels  were  taken  up  for  the  Burnside 
expedition.  Mr.  Mall  was  written  to  to  take  up  the  vessels.  I  then 
thought  that  it  was  a  little  strange  that  he  should  not  have  written  to 
me.    The  quartermaster — 

Question,  (interposing.)  By  whom  was  he  written  to  ? 

Answer.  He  was  written  to  by  Mr.  Tucker.  I  was  going  on  to  say, 
the  quartermaster  general  wrote  to  me  to  know  how  it  happened  that 
there  were  so  many  vessels  chartered  in  the  name  of  A.  C.  Hall ;  he 
said  he  thought  it  looked  like  a  monopoly.  I  did  not  know  anything 
about  it  further  than  that  Mr.  Hall  Drought  these  contracts  to  me, 
with  instructions  from  Mr.  Tucker,  to  sign,  in  order  to  make  them 
'complete  instruments.  He  had  already  chartered  the  vessels  himself 
by  direction  of  Mr.  Tucker.  His  explanation  of  the  matter  to  me, 
when  I  called  upon  him,  was  this :  for  instance,  they  wanted  a  vessel 
taken  up  hurriedly,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  he  had  these  charters 
made  up  and  signed  by  him  as  a  matter  of  convenience,  to  further 
the  interests  of  the  government  in  getting  vessels  off  rapidly. 
%  Question.  Then  Mr.  Hall  was  virtually  the  agent  of  Mr.  Tucker, 
and  you  were  only  used  to  give  oflScial  character  to  the  transaction  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  understanding  and  that  was  his 
explanation.  I  called  upon  him  and  told  him,  '^  General  Meigs  says 
it  looks  like  a  monopoly."  He  explained  it  in  that  way.  Mr.  Hall 
came  up  here  to  Washington,  and  he  and  Mr.  Tucker  went  over  to 
the  office  of  the  quartermaster  general,  and  it  was  all  explained,  and 
I  heard  no  more  about  it. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  any  vessels  for  the  Port  Boyal  or  DuPont 
expedition  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did  now. 

Question.  How  many  vessels  do  you  think  you  have  chartered  for 
the  government  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  have  chartered  on  my  own  account  very  few :  but 
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for  the  government  service  I  have  chartered  a  good  many  barges  and 
schooners.  I  chartered  a  hundred  barges,  the  other  day,  for  this 
Fredericksbnrff  expedition. 

Qaestion.  £bw  many  vessels  in  all  have  been  chartered  by  A.  G. 
Hall? 

Answer.  A  great  many,  sir.  I  could  not  now  answer  that  question 
fully.  He  chartered  a  ^ood  many  vessels  to  take  off  the  pontoon 
train  ;  and  on  railroads  I  have  sent  off  a  great  many  cars,  engineSf 
&c.,  from  Baltimore  to  Yorktown  ;  and  I  have  sent  some  vessels  off 
recently  with  engines  to  Newbern. 

Question.  Were  the  rates  at  which  Hall  chartered  the  vessels  deter- 
mined by  you  or  him  ? 

Answer.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  that.  I  just  signed  those  he 
presented  to  me  to  perfect  the  instruments — to  give  them  official  char- 
acter. I  don't  know  anything  about  it.  I  have  here  a  list  of  vessels 
that  I  have  chartered  myself;  these  I  had  my  own  man  to  inspect. 
A  great  many  of  the  barges  that  had  been  chartered  had  turned  out 
to  Be  not  good  barges.  I  ordered  him  to  give  these  a  very  thorough 
examination ;  and  1  have  had  some  experience  in  that  way. 

Question.  Is  Mr.  Hall  a  ship-owner  or  a  ship-broker? 

A.  He  is  actine  as  ship-broker.  He  does  not  own  any  at  all,  I  un- 
derstand. He  told  me  the  only  interest  he  had  in  the  vessels  was, 
they  paid  him  so  much  for  his  services.  It  seemed  to  be  a  sort  of 
business  concern. 

Question.  What  did  he  receive? 

Answer.  I  think  he  told  me  he  received  five  per  cent,  on  the  vessels 
he  chartered. 

Question.  Was  that  five  per  cent,  paid  by  the  party  with  whom  the 
charter  was  made  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Mr.  Hall  would  always  have  to  come  to  my 
office  to  get  me  to  sign  the  account,  and  the  check  was  drawn  always 
in  his  name ;  or,  rather,  the  certificate  of  indebtedness,  whatever  it 
was.  I  wanted  to  have  these  things  transferred,  and  I  said  to  him, 
''  This  is  a  business  of  your  own ;  but  I  have  been  written  to  by  the 
quartermaster  general  about  this.  All  I  know  is  what  I  was  ordered 
to  do."  He  filled  up  the  charter-party.  As  agent  of  the  govern-* 
ment,  I  was  the  other  party  to  the  charter-party. 

Question.  Did  he  also  act  as  the  agent  of  others  than  these  ship- 
brokers  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  anything  about  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  man  named  Heslen  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  know  a  man  named  Heslen,  a  ship-broker. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  his  chartering  vessels  to  Mr.  Hall  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  his  applying  to  you  to  charter  vessels, 
and  your  telling  him  he  must  go  to  Hall  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  is  not  so.  Always,  when  I  have  been  di- 
rected to  charter  a  vessel  or  vessels,  they  have  been  named ;  except 
that  now  and  then  I  have  been  ordered  to  send  off  transports,  and 
then  I  would  send  for  Mr.  Hall  to  come  to  me ;  but  I  never  referred 
any  one  to  him,  except  where  the  charters  were  signed  and  made  by 
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Captain  Hodges,  in  New  York.    They  woald  come  to  me  to  kno^ 
where  they  woold  get  their  pay. 

QuestioQ.  Do  you  know  of  Hall  receiving  seven  and  a  half  per  cent, 
commission  for  the  Bnrnside  expedition  vessels  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  In  cases  where  you  were  not  acting  under  instructions 
from  Mr.  Tucker,  but  it  was  open  for  you  to  act  upon  your  own  judg- 
ment, did  you  charter  vessels  of  other  persons  as  well  as  Hall  ? 

Answer.  I  was  a  stranger  there,  and  used  to  send  to  Mr.  Hall  to 
get  the  vessels  for  me,  and  I  confined  him  to  the  lowest  rate  always. 
He  assisted  me  very  much.    He  has  been  a  very  useful  man. 

Question.  Then  vour  charters,  which  were  made  independent  of 
Mr.  Tucker,  were  also  made  through  Mr.  Hall  as  well  as  those  made 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Tucker  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  don't  kuow  anything  about  Mr.  Tucker ;  «but 
whenever  I  wanted  a  vessel  of  Mr.  Hall  I  would  say  to  him,  ^H.  want 
such  a  vessel,  and  I  don't  want  to  go  into  the  market  for  it.  You  go 
and  pick  me  out  such  a  vessel,  and  charter  it  at  the  lowest  rate." 

Question.  Did  you  charter  a  vessel  of  anybody  else  except  Hall  ? 

Answer.  Oh  I  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Of  whom? 

Answer.  Well,  the  captains  themselves  whenever  I  could  find  them. 

Question.  Can  you  name  them? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  now. 

Question.  Can  you  name  the  vessels? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  at  this  moment;  but  I  have  here  a  list  of  100 
barges. 

Question.  Can  you  name  any  steamers  and  tugs? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  is  the  Columbia.  I  chartered  her  from 
the  owners.  Mr.  Worthington,  an  old  citizen  of  Baltimore,  was  the 
agent;  the  president  of  the  company  lives  at  Washington.  Also,  the 
Pocahontas;  I  chartered  her  from  the  owners.  The  cases  where  I 
chartered  of  Mr.  Hall  were,  where  I  wanted  a  vessel,  say  to  take  a 
load  of  cattle,  or  coal,  or  something  of  the  kind,  to  Fort  Monroe. 
Latterly,  I  have  done  without  him,  as  I  have  a  very  good  man  theroi 
Captain  Masters,  that  I  have  known  always;  he  is  in  my  employ. 

Question.  You  don't  act  through  Mr.  Hall  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  Mr.  Hall  assisted.  I  charter  direct  when  I  can 
find  the  captains.  Sometimes  the  captains  go  off  and  do  not  leave 
authority  with  their  mates,  and  Mr.  Hall  goes  and  gets  them. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  the  steamer  ratapsco? 

Answer.  I  think  I  did. 

Question.  At  what  price? 

Answer.  I  forget  the  price  now.  The  record  is  at  the  Quarter- 
master Oeneral's  office. 

Question.  Did  you  know,  at  the  time  she  was  chartered,  anything 
of  her  value  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  She  was  chartered  for  a  special  purpose.  She 
was  a  small  vessel.  I  am  not  so  certain  now  about  having  charterecf 
the  Patapsoo.  These  vessels  all  came  to  me  from  Fort  Monroe,  and 
Washington,  and  Newbern,  and  wherever  I  supplied — I  don't  remem- 
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ber  now.  I  have  chartered  comparatively  few  steamers,  but  a  great 
many  barges  and  schooners,  and  always  referred  to  Washington  for 
the  authority.  This  steamer  Patapsco  is  a  tug.  She  was  not  em- 
ployed there.  I  think  I  have  certified  to  her  service,  but  I  don't 
remember  that  I  have  ever  paid  her  anything.  I  think  she  was  char- 
tered by  Captain  Hodges,  of  New  York,  but  I  cannot  answer  that 
question  as  fally  as  I  woald  like  to. 

Question    Do  you  know  the  tug  Haswell  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  she  is  in  my  employ  now.  She  was  reported  to 
me  a  day  or  two  ago  as  not  fit  for  service  in  the  Baltimore  harbor,  and 
I  sent  for  Mr  Huggins  yesterday,  to  get  his  boat,  the  tug  Mary. 

Question.  Of  whom  was  she  chartered? 

Answer.  I  think,  of  Mr.  Hall  or  Mr.  Coblens;  I  think  he  owns  the 
boat;  or  has  something  to  do  with  it.  I  sent  her  off  with  some  barges 
in  tow  some  time  ago,  and  she  broke  down.  I  have  not  had  her  for 
some  time. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  the  tug  Fairy  Queen  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Question.  Of  whom? 

Answer.  I  am  not  so  certain,  now,  about  the  Fairy  Queen.  It  is 
my  opinion  she  was  chartered  by  Captain  Hodges,  of  New  York. 

Question.  You  think  the  Patapsco,  Fairy  Queen,  and  Haswell  were 
all  chartered  by  Captain  Hodges  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  a  good  deal  of  tugging  about  the  harbor 
to  do  there,  and  I  chartered  one  of  Mr.  Huggins  yesterday — Christmas. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  either  of  these  boats  being  used  for  towing 
private  boats  while  they  were  in  government  employ  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  would  be  worth  a  man's  head  to  interfere  with 
me  in  that  way.    They  don't  take  any  such  liberties  with  me. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  steamboat  Baltimore? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  her  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  whom  she  was  chartered  ? 

Answer.  She  was  chartered,  I  think,  of  Mr.  Coblens. 

Question.  By  whom  ? 

Answer.  By  Captain  Hodges,  I  think,  and  by  direction  of  Mr. 
Tucker.     I  thought  of  looking  into  that  thing  to-day. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  tug-boat  Edwin  Forrest? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  such  a  boat ;  I  don't  think  she  has  been 
in  Baltimore  for  some  time. 

Question.  Was  she  chartered  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  she  was  chartered  there. 

Question.  By  Mr.  Tucker's  direction? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  the  same  way;  I  think  she  was  chartered 
for  the  Burnside  expedition. 

Question.  By  Mr.  Hall? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  or  by  Captain  Hodges.  Mr.  Hall  acted  as  the 
agent  of  Captain  Hodges. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  the  tug-boat  Lioness  ? 
Answer.  I  had  the  tug-boat  Lioness  there  for  repairs  atijne  timsi 
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bat  not  long.  They  have  made  a  depot  there  for  repairs  for  all  these 
steamers.     A  great  many  of  them  take  very  extensive  repairs. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  you  chartered  her  or  not  ? 

Answer.  I  think  she  was  chartereid  by  Captain  Hodges. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  James  Murray  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  that  boat. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  her  being  used  at  Baltimore,  or  having 
been  chartered  there  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  don't  remember  enough  about  the  boat.  I  know 
one  thing:  I  have  made  the  owners  pay  pretty  roundly  for  the  repairs. 
I  believe  it  was  estimated  that  I  had  saved  the  government  $60,000; 
that  is,  that  would  have  gone  if  I  had  not  watched  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  propeller  Telegraph? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  charter  her  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.     I  chartered  very  few  steamers  comparatively. 

Question  Then,  I  understand  that  neither  the  Baltimore,  the  Has- 
well,  the  Edwin  Forrest,  the  Lioness,  the  James  Murray,  nor  the 
Telegraph  was  chartered  by  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  in  respect  to  the  Haswell,  I  think,  perhaps,  I  did 
charter  her  for  a  short  time;  I  can  ascertain. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  barge  Delaware  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir;  there  was  a  barge  Delaware. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  her,  or  was  she  chartered  by  some  other 
party  ? 

Answer.  She  was  chartered  by  some  other  party.  She  was  there 
in  Baltimore  and  was  sent,  I  think,  to  Fort  Monroe.  I  recollect  the 
name,  because  the  boat  was  wrecked,  or  something  of  the  sort. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  man  named  William  Applegate  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  William  Applegarth. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  his  applying  to  you  to  charter  vessels? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  yon  tell  him  that  Hall  was  the  only  party  through 
whom  you  could  act? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  chartered  some  through  Mr.  Applegarth  my- 
self. They  were  schooners.  You  see,  I  sent  a  great  deal  of  lumber, 
&c.,  from  there. 

Question.  Can  you  give  their  names? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  them. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  of  his  having  to  pay  Hall  five  per  cent,  on 
them? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  so,  because  Mr.  Hall 
told  me  that  they  all  paid  him  five  per  cent.,  and  I  know  of  no  dis- 
tinction being  made  in  his  favor. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  Mr.  Hall  to  say  that  he  charged  all 
these  parties  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  I  understand  so  from  him  and  from  his  testimony  here. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  that  it  was  five  per  cent,  on  all  re- 
ceived during  the  continuance  of  the  charter-party? 

Answer.  That  was  the  impression  made  upon  me.  He  told  me 
himself  that  he  had  testified  to  that  before  a  committee  of  some  sort ; 
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but  I  never  sent  a  man  to  Mr.  Hall  to  charter  ye88els..jEk6re  I  could 
charter  them  myselt.  I  went  there  a  stranger,  and  Mr.  Thicker  ex- 
pressed snch  confidence  in  him^  giving  him  these  charters  to  make 
np,  and  he  having  acted  for  Captain  Hodges  in  New  York^  I  thought 
he  was  the  very  man  for  me  to  employ.  Captain  Hodges  was  the 
quartermaster  at  New  York  for  that  duty. 

Question.  Were  vessels  allowed  to  remain  at  the  government  ship- 
yard that  were  unchartered  a  long  time  after  they  were  repaired  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  am  the  greatest  terror  of  all  these  ship  men. 
I  will  not  allow  them  to  lie  there  a  minute  beyond  the  proper  time. 
I  deduct  every  moment  that  they  are  delayed.  I  take  off  everything 
except  for  wear  and  tear. 

Question.  You  say  you  do  not  know  of  Mr.  Hall  receiving  pay  for 
towing  private  vessels  while  the  tugs  were  in  the  employ  of  the  gov- 
ernment ? 

Answer.  No^  sir  ;  if  he  has,  I  hope  that  they  will  send  him  to  the 
worst  prison  in  America. 

Question    Did  you  charter  any  vessels  of  John  B.  Rhoads? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  that  name  was  sent  to  me  the  other  day  by  Gen- 
eral Meigs. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  his  chartering  vessels  to  Hall  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  such  a  vessel  as  the  H.  £.  Browne  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  such  a  vessel,  but  I  do  not  know  her. 

Question    Did  you  charter  her  ? 

Answer.  No.  sir;  I  don't  think  I  did.  The  vessels  chartered  by 
me  were  comparatively  few,  as  compared  with  what  I  have  signed. 

Question.  Did  John  B.  Rhoads  apply  to  you  to  charter  vessels  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  that  he  did.  I  don't  remember  him  at 
all;  but  his  name  was  sent  to  me  the  other  day  by  the  quartermaster 
general. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  man  named  John  Bose? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  charter  any  vessels  of  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  Hall's  ever  chartering  any  of  him  ? 

Answer.  Well,  Mr.  Hall  may  have  done  so,  because  he  brought  all 
these  vessels  to  me  as  I  have  said;  1  did  not  know  any  thing  about 
the  owners  or  their  names.  All  these  charters  are  signed  by  Mr.  Hall, 
and  I  have  had  a  great  many  vessels  in  my  employ  where  I  did  not 
know  the  names  of  the  owners.     I  did  not  know  Mr.  Bose  at  all. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  man  named  Andrew  Oray,  or  Gregg? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  guess  there  is  a  man  there  named  Gregg;  I 
know  him  very  slightly;  I  think  he  has  something  to  do  with  ship- 
ping.    I  don't  know  Mr.  Gray. 

Question.  You  never  chartered  any  boats  of  Mr.  Gray  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  boats  being  chartered  by  him  to 
government? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  don't  know  of  any  boats  of  his  being  employed 
by  government. 
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Qaestion.  (By  Mr.  Kennedy.)  Do  you  know  of  any  ship  man  by  the 
name  of  Andrew  Gray  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qaestion.  (By  the  chairman.)  Why  did  Mr.  Tucker  confine  these 
charter-parties  exclusively  to  Mr.  Hall  ? 

Answer.  Well,  as  I  was  a  subordinate,  I  did  not  ask  any  questions. 

Question.  Could  not  these  vessels  have  been  chartered,  so  as  to 
have  saved  to  the  government  this  five  per  cent,  commission  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  all  my  charters  compare  well  with  others. 
I  have  the  reputation  of  having  chartered  these  steamers  very  low.  I 
know  that,  as  to  the  Columbia,  I  had  her  in  service  for  $3,000  a  month. 

Question.  Your  charters  are  without  commission  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qaestion.  And  your  charters  are  lower  than  the  others,  where  the 
commission  was  paid  ? 

Answer.  I  would  like  to  explain.  For  instance,  I  had  the  Colum- 
bia chartered  at  $100  a  day,  and  she  coaled  herself;  but  when  she  was 
chartered  for  this  expedition  she  was  chartered  at  $350  a  day  right  off 
for  the  same  service.    I  had  used  her  on  one  trip  in  case  of  emergency. 

Question.  Who  chartered  her  for  that  expedition  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Hall  chartered  her  to  Captain  Hodges;  but  I  will  add 
that  the  demand  might  then  have  been  much  greater.  It  would  need 
that  explanation.  But  my  record  shows  that  I  chartered  her  for 
$3,000  a  month.  At  the  time  of  this  expedition  a  telegram  came  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  Mr.  Hall  to  pick  up  all  the  vessels  he  could. 
That  made  them  go  right  up  in  their  price,  but  I  had  had  that  vessel 
in  service  at  $100  a  day,  and  there  is  a  contention  in  regard  to  that 
thing  between  the  president  of  the  company  and  myself.  He  said  he 
wanted  me  to  make  out  an  account  differently.  I  paid  him  all  that 
the  charter  called  for. 

Question.  I  understand,  then,  that  you  had  the  Columbia  chartered 
at.$100aday? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  $3,000  a  month,  and  she  coaled  herself. 

Question.  And  she  was  afterwards,  she  being  in  the  same  condition, 
chartered  by  Hall,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Tucker,  at  $350  a  day? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  that  is  it ;  but  I  would  like  to  say  that 
the  demand  for  steamers  was  then  much  greater. 

Question.  Without  her  coaling  herself? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  what  her  charter  was  in  that  respect.  I 
could  get  steamers  there  at  very  low  charters  before  the  Burnside  ex- 
pedition. 

Qaestion.  Has  any  clerk  in  your  office,  to  your  knowledge,  been  re- 
ceiving compensation — commissions  or  presents — ^from  any  parties  who 
were  transacting  business  in  your  office? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge.  My  instructions  to  my  clerks  on 
that  subject  have  always  been  strict,  and  if  there  ever  was  a  cent 
taken,  or  a  reporl  was  brought  to  me  of  anything  of  the  kind,  that 
the  man  who  received  such  a  present  should  be  immediately  dismissed. 
I  have  always  given  them  cautions,  and  threatened  them  on  that  sub- 
ject. My  clerks  are  kept  pretty  strict.  They  have  got  two  or  three 
of  them  over  here  now.     I  would  say,  also,  in  continuation  of  this  an- 
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8wer,  that  when  the  detectives  came  into  my  office  I  asked  the  Ques- 
tion and  told  them  to  ask  every  one  of  my  men.  I  said,  '^  I  aon't 
know  what  yon  are  being  taken  away  for ;  but  what  have  been  my  in- 
structions to  you  and  my  orders  in  case  any  clerk  in  my  office  should 
act  improperly?"  The  reply  was,  '*An  unqualified  dismissal/'  I 
said,  ''  Now  you  are  going  to  Washington.  If  there  is  anything 
against  me  or  my  affairs,  I  want  you  should  testify  readily  against 
me."  I  always  hold  my  clerks  in  that  way.  I  never  let  a  man 
think  I  am  dependent  on  him  in  the  least  for  his  services.  I  hold 
that  to  be  a  sound  military  rule.  I  never  have  a  clerk  to  think  that 
I  am  dependent  on  him,  and  I  think  if  there  were  less  of  that  in  the 
army  it  would  be  better.  I  understand,  since  I  have  been  over  here, 
that  one  or  two  have  received  presents.  If  it  is  so,  I  hope  they  will 
be  punished  to  the  extent  of  the  law. 

Question.  When  did  you  last  see  Mr.  Tucker  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not  seen  Mr.  Tucker  for  six  or  seven  months.  I  just 
saw  him  a  moment  passing  my  office  on  the  way  to  Philadelphia. 

Question.  When  did  you  see  Mr.  Hall  last? 

Answer.  I  see  Mr.  Hall  almost  every  day.  I  saw  him  yesterday 
morning.     He  is  in  Baltimore. 

Question.  How  long  has  he  resided  in  Baltimore? 

Answer.  I  don't  know — a  great  many  years.  His  name  is  A.  C. 
Hall.     He  is  a  large  man. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  case  where  Hall  received  more  than 
five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  did  not  know  that  until  he  told  me  so  himself. 
He  admitted  it  to  me.     He  said  that  that  was  his  testimony. 

Question.  He  admitted  to  you  that  he  received  five  per  cent.,  not 
only  on  all  the  vessels  he  himself  chartered^  but  all  that  were  char- 
tered at  Baltimore  by  the  government  through  the  agency  of  any  one 
else? 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  heard  him  say.  Whether  it  applied  to 
both  or  not,  I  cannot  say  ;  or  whether  it  applied  only  to  those  char- 
tered by  me.     They  were  comparatively  few. 

Question.  What  proportion  of  the  vessels  were  chartered  at  your 
instance  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  were  remarkably  few,  sir,  of  those  that  were 
chartered. 

Question.  One  in  twenty,  or  one  in  forty  ? 

Answer.  I  should  think  at  least  one-twentieth.  I  don't  think  there 
was  more  than  one-twentieth. 

Question.  Were  all  the  balance,  the  nineteen-twentieths,  chartered 
by  Mr.  Hall? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  where  I  could  find  the  owners. 

Question.  You  say  you  only  chartered  one- twentieth.  Who  char- 
tered the  other  nineteen-twentieths  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Hall,  by  the  direction  of  Mr.  Tucker.  The  number 
I  have  chartered  myself  is  comparatively  few.  I  have  had  the  use  of 
steamers  that  others  have  chartered. 

Question.  Then  I  understand  from  you  that  you  had  no  control 
over  Mr.  Hall  ?  r^         T 
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Auswer.  No,  sir  ;  he  was  not  ia  my  employ  at  all — except  to  pay 
him  for  his  services. 

Qaestion.  Did  you  know  that  Mr.  Tucker  was  aware  of  the  per 
«ent.  that  Mr.  Hall  was  receiving? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  did  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  he  was  not  aware  of  it? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  anything  about  it.  All  I  know  about  that 
matter  is  what  Mr.  Hall  admitted  to  me,  himself,  the  other  day  about 
his  testimony. 

Question.  Has  it  not  been  a  notorious  fact  in  Baltimore,  for  months, 
that  Hall  was  receiving  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  It  was  never  brought  to  me  until  Mr.  Hall  told  me.  I 
know  this :  I  never  would  pay  Hall,  without  the  captain  of  the  ves- 
sel being  present.  I  would  sign  the  check,  and  then  hand  it  to  him. 
That  was  necessary  from  the  fact  of  his  signing  these  charter-parties. 
Where  we  pay  certificates  of  indebtedness,  I  am  required  to  take  the 
name  of  the  person  to  whom  it  is  transferred ;  he  is  to  take  it  in  my  pres- 
ence. I  have  always  paid  these  certificates  in  the  presence  of  Mr. 
Hall,  and  the  check  was  handed  to  him  in  the  presence  of  the  captain. 
He  said  that  Mr.  Tucker  explained  it  all  to  Greneral  Meigs.  All  I  had 
to  say  in  my  report  was,  I  signed  all  these  charters ;  and  it  was  a  great 
bore  to  me  to  sign  so  many  papers. 

Question.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  the  charter  of  the  Patapsco  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Had  you  any  knowledge  of  the  tug  herself,  or  where  she 
was  going  ? 

Answer.  She  was  in  the  employ  of  the  government,  and  she  was 
put  on  the  ways  for  repairs.  I  have  never  seen  the  vessel.  I  don't 
know  much  about  her.  I  don't  think  she  is  a  vessel  of  any  great  ca- 
pacity or  power.     That  is  my  impression. 

Question.  Nor  value? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  nor  value.  I  know  we  have  a  great  many  ves- 
sels there ;  if  they  had  taken  the  trouble  I  did  to  have  them  inspected 
they  would  not  have  been  received  ;  but  J  have  made  the  owners  pay 
pretty  well  for  the  repairs.  They  complained  very  much  of  my  course, 
because  I  was  so  very  rigid. 

Question.  (By  Mr.  Morrill.)  In  chartering  transports,  has  the  price 
been  uniform?     If  it  is  not  uniform,  upon  what  does  it  depend? 

Answer.  Well,  the  price  has  been  very  uniform  for  all  that  I  have 
chartered— every  one.  Take  this  list  I  have  here,  of  the  barges  I 
chartered,  and  you  will  see.     There  are  99. 

Question.  Are  they  chartered  by  the  ton  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  by  the  day. 

Question.  Does  it  depend  on  the  capacity  of  the  vessel? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  some  are  at  $10  ;  some  at  $12  ;  according  to  the 
capacity  of  the  barges. 

Question.  Here,  for  instance,  is  one  of  200  tons  at  $12,  and  another 
of  60  tons  at  $10. 

Answer.  Well,  the  200-ton  barge  is  a  very  cheap  charter. 

Question.  Are  they  uniform  in  price  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Qaestion.  Here  is  one  of  200  tons  at  $12,  and  one  of  130  tons  at 
$10. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  way  they  are  registered ;  bat  this 
vessel  of  130  tons  will  not  carry  more  freight  than  some  smaller  ves- 
sels. That  is  the  way  they  are  registered — as  the  captain  gave 
them  to  me. 

Qaestion.  It  seems  to  be  almost  invariably  $10  or  $12. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  said  charter  them  at  once.  They  waited 
nntil  jast  at  the  time  when  they  wantbd  the  barges.  So,  here  the  other 
day,  they  waited  until  they  were  out  of  coal,  and  then  telegraphed 
for  coal  to  be  sent  at  once. 

Qaestion.  What  would  be  a  fair  price  per  ton  per  month  for  trans- 
port vessels  ? 

Answer.  Four  dollars,  I  think,  sir — four  dollars  per  ton  per  month  ; 
I  think  that  is  my  charter.  That  is  the  price  fixed  by  the  depart- 
ment, as  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Hall. 

Qaestion.  (By  Mr.  Kennedy.)  Would  not  these  charters  vary  with 
the  demand  for  them  at  the  time? 

Answer.  Oh  I  yes,  sir ;  that  produces  the  changes  of  price.I  have 
chartered  vessels  at  so  much  per  ton  per  month  ;  or  if  they  are  not 
required  for  a  month  I  pay  them  at  the  rate  of  so  much  for  the  time. 

Question.  (By  Mr.  Morrill.)  Are  all  these  charter-parties  paid 
through  you? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  all  that  I  chartered  myself. 

Question.  And  all  that  you  chartered  through  Hall  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  you  see,  a  great  many  of  these  charters  by  Mr. 
Hall  were  simply  chartered  by  direction  of  Mr.  Tucker,  and  were  paid 
for  by  Captain  Hodges  and  others.  I  only  estimate  for  funds  for 
those  I  charter  myself;  for  instance,  there  are  100  barges  in  that  list, 
and  I  estimate  for  the  money  to  pay  them. 

Question.  (By  the  chairman.)  When  Mr.  Hall  wanted  to  fill  out  a 
charter-party  you  were  not  consulted  as  to  the  capacity  of  the  vessel 
or  the  price  to  be  paid  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  except  where  I  chartered  myself. 

Qaestion.  In  nineteen  out  of  twenty  cases  you  knew  nothing  about 
the  vessel — the  capacity  or  value,  or  the  price  to  be  paid  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  he  only  brought  me  the  letter  of  Mr.  Tucker,  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  that  he  wanted  me  to  perfect  those 
charters. 

Question.  (By  Mr.  Morrill.)  Then,  that  being  perfected,  thecharter- 
ing-party  received  his  pay  from  the  department? 

Answer.  From  the  quartermaster  that  these  vessels  were  chartered 
by  ;  by  Captain  Hodges,  in  many  instances.  In  such  cases  as  I  had 
employed  them  I  certified  to  the  time. 

Question.  Did  you  say  you  paid  Mr.  Hall  compensation? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  did  not  pay  him  any  compensation,  but  in  pay- 
ing checks  out  I  drew  the  checks  to  Mr.  Hall,  because  he  signed  the 
charter-party. 

Qaestion.  Did  he  sign  for  the  owner  ?  ; 

Answer  No,  sir  :  he  signed  A.  C.  Hall.  He  became  a  party  to  the 
charter.     He  was  their  agent.     He  has  frequently  advanced  money 
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when  I  have  been  out  of  funds,  for  a  few  days.  He  has  advanced 
money  to  these  captains ;  he  has  told  me  that  himself.  The  record 
shows  that  a  very  large  amount  of  money  has  been  paid  to  Mr.  Hall^ 
because  the  check  was  drawn  to  Mr.  Hall,  and  the  charter-party 
signed  by  Mr.  Hall ;  but  he  told  me  that  it  was  not  his  money  at  all, 
except  the  percentage  that  he  drew  for  it. 

Question.  (By  the  chairman.)  When  you  paid  him  this  money  in 
the  presence  of  the  captains,  did  he  always  take  out  his  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  He  just  took  the  check,  and  they  went  off  together.  I 
never  knew  anything  about  his  transactions. 

Question.  (By  Mr.  Morrill.)  The  check  did  not  cover  the  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  was  simply  for  the  service.  The  check  just 
covered  the  compensation  for  the  vessel.  Whatever  was  deducted  for 
Mr.  Hall  by  the  captain  I  don't  know  anything  about.  The  check 
covered  the  whole  that  was  paid,  and  the  captain  came  short  five  per 
cent.,  so  I  understand;  so  Mr.  Hall  admits  himself. 

Question.  That  is,  the  understanding  was.  Hall  was  to  get  his 
compensation  for  transacting  this  business  for  the  government  from 
the  party  who  chartered  the  vessel. 

Answer.  Fes,  sir;  but  that  is  a  matter  I  didn't  know  anything 
about  until  within  a  few  days.  1  always  tell  a  man  who  wants  to  sell 
me  a  horse  or  charter  a  steamer  to  come  to  me  himself.  He  has  just 
as  good  a  right  to  come  to  me  as  Mr.  Hall  has.  I  don't  know  the 
reason  it  was  done  in  that  way.  I  had  asked  Mr.  Hall  to  look  through 
the  city  or  the  harbor,  to  find  a  vessel,  and  wherever  he  could  to  bring 
me  the  owner  of  the  vessel.  You  will  see  by  these  charges  in  this  list 
that  they  they  are  all  signed  by  the  captains  themselves.  I  did  not 
like  that  way  of  doing  where  he  signed.  The  quartermaster  general 
said  it  looked  like  a  monopoly.  I  said  Mr.  Hall  could  explain  that 
himself.  He  came  over  here,  and  he  and  Mr.  Tucker  went  over  and 
explained  it.  They  put  that  extra  labor  on  me,  when  they  ought  to 
have  attended  to  it  themselves. 

Question.  (By  the  chairman.)  I  wish  to  be  sure,  colonel,  that  I  un- 
derstand you  correctly.  You  had  orders  from  Mr.  Tucker  to  not  con- 
trol Mr.  Hall  in  the  charter  of  these  vessels,  but  to  allow  him  to  charter 
what  he  pleased,  and  for  you  to  give  these  charters  your  official  sanc- 
tion. 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  you  misunderstood  me.  I  knew  nothing  of  the 
instructions  from  Mr.  Tucker  at  all.  After  the  vessels  were  all  char- 
tered, and  he  brought  it  to  me  to  sign,  and  complete  the  charter,  I 
thought  it  very  queer.  Mr.  Hall  brought  me  a  letter.  The  letter  was 
addressed  to  Mr.  Hall.     I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  Have  you  a  copy  of  that  letter  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  don't  think  I  have  ;  but  I  can  get  it  from  Mr. 
Hall.  He  brought  it  to  me.  I  thought  it  very  queer.  I  have  char- 
tered vessels  by  direction  of  Mr.  Tucker,  and  where  I  have  changed 
the  charter-party,  (on  one  or  two  occasions  1  have  increased  the  char- 
ter by  direction  of  Mr.  Tucker,  writing  it  in  red  ink  on  the  margin,) 
they  have  objected  to  it  here.  I  called  the  attention  of  the  depart- 
*ment  to  it  in  that  way. 

Question.  The  purport  of  the  letter  presented  to  you  by  Mr.  Hall, 
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and  addressed  to  him  by  Mr.  Tucker,  was  that  he  should  charter  the 
vessels  and  that  you  should  sign  the  charter-party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  vessels  were  all  chartered  long  before  I  knew 
anything  about  it.     It  came  to  me  after  everything  was  done. 

Question.  But  that  was  the  purport  of  the  letter? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.     That  is  my  recollection  of  it. 

Question.  That  letter  I  understand  to  be  your  voucher  and  authority 
for  your  action  in  signing  these  charter-parties  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  showed  me  his  authority,  and  I  just  signed 
the  charter-party.     I  may  be  wrong,  but  that  is  my  recollection  of  it. 

As  I  did  not  know,  when  called  before  this  committee,  what  ques- 
tions would  be  asked  me,  I  have  therefore  been  nnable  to  answer  as 
precisely  and  fully  as  if  I  had  my  record  at  hand. 

The  Chairman.  We  will  recall  you  at  a  future  day. 

The  Witness.  I  will  then  present  to  you  an  exact  statement  upon 
such  p^nts  as  you  desire. 

JA8.  BELGER, 
Colonel  and  Quartermaster. 


Washington,  January  23,  1863. 
Colonel  Jambs  Belgbr,  recalled,  testified  as  follows : 

EoMtmined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  State,  if  you  please,  colonel,  whether  you  have  complied 
with  the  request  of  the  committee,  and  compiled  a  list  of  the  vessels 
chartered  at  the  port  of  Baltimore  by  you,  as  a  quartermaster  of  the 
United  States. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  have,  and  I  now  present  the  following  report, 
marked  ''A  A  A,"  which  I  make  a  part  of  my  testimony  in  answer 
to  your  interrogatory. 
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The  following  letter  was  received  from  Colonel  Belger  after  he  had 
given  the  previous  testimony : 

Quartermaster's  Office, 

Baltimore,  January  31,  1863. 
Sir  :  The  insertion  of  the  name  of  the  steamer  Louisiana  in  tbe  list  of  char- 
tered vessels,  handed  to  you  hy  me  as  heing  chartered  by  me  on  the  18th  of 
Apnl,  1862,  at  $800  per  day,  is  an  error,  and  I  hope  you  will  have  it  stricken 
oat  from  the  list. 

This  steamer  was  chartered  on  the  8th  January,  1862,  by  the  Hon.  John 
Tucker,  then  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  (?)  and  remained  in  the  service  until 
September  15,  1862.  The  price  paid  for  her  was  $800  per  day.  By  order 
of  the  quartermaster  general,  at  different  times,  I  paid  for  her  services  $200,800, 
less  $389  77,  for  amount  of  sub-stores  delivered  to  her,  and  for  amount  paid  a 
temporary  captain,  leaving  net  amount  of  $200,410  23  paid  her  for  251  days* 
service.  I  employed  this  steamer  for  four  days  from  4th  December,  1862,  to  8th 
December,  1862,  at  $600  per  day,  to  carry  horses  and  commissary  stores  to 
Fortress  Monroe  for  Greneral  Banks's  expedition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  BELGER, 
Colonel  and  Quartermaster, 
Hon.  J.  W.  Grimes, 

CAairman  of  the  Investigating  Committee  of  the  Senate, 

Washington. 

Question.  I  understand  from  this  report  that  tbe  number  chartered 
by,  through,  or  under  you  has  been  14  steamers,  13  steam-tugs,  one 
barge,  two  brigs,  155  schooners,  two  sloops,  196  barges  and  one 
pile-driver. 

Answer.    Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  of  these  there  are  now  in  the  public  employment, 
4  steamers,  5  steam-tugs,  59  schooners,  1  sloop,  115  barges,  and  one 
pile-driver  ? 

Answer.  lu  relation  to  tonnage,  there  are  a  few  vessels  there  the 
tonnage  ot  which  1  could  not  find. 

Question.  I  understand  from  you  that  all  the  vessels  enumerated 
in  this  list  were  either  chartered  at  the  instance,  and  under  the 
direction,  of  Mr.  John  Tucker,  or  of  the  quartermaster  general  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  or  of  myself,  in  carrying  out  the  orders  of  the 
quartermaster  general  or  Col.  McCuUum  for  the  transportation  of 
supplies. 

Question.  Were  most  of  these  vessels  chartered  through  tbe 
agency  of  Mr.  A.  C.  Hall? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  a  great  many  of  them — most  of  them. 

Question.  Have  you  made  a  report  of  the  vessels  chartered  by  you 
to  the  quartermaster  general's  office  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  every  month. 

Question.  Does  the  report  made  by  \  ou  to  the  quartermaster  gene- 
ral's office  correspond  with  the  report  you  now  submit? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  made  this  up  from  my  vouchers  and 
charter  parties. 

Question.  You  testified  before,  when  before  the  committee,  that 
Mr.  Hall  was  written  to  by  Mr.  Tucker  to  take  up  the  vessels  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  of  the  vessels  chartered  by  Mr.  Hall  were 
taken  up  under  that  direction  from  Mr.  Tucker? 

Answer.  That  I  cannot  answer.  There  were  a  great  many  of 
them — most  of  them.  I  know  I  had  to  sign  a  great  pile  of  those 
charters.  I  simply  did  it  in  obedience  to  that  direction.  I  know 
nothing  about  the  conditions,  &c.  I  simply  carried  out  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Tucker  in  signing  the  charters. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Mr.  John  P.  Pickrell  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  intercourse  with  him  ? 

Answer.  Never,  except  that  when  I  went  to  Baltimore  he  came  to 
my  oflSce  like  everybody  else,  and  I  gave  him  a  contract.  An 
anonymous  letter  was  sent  to  Washingto;!  to  General  Scott,  by  a  Mr. 
Snethen,  in  which  was  a  statement  that  I  had  been  guilty  of  so  and 
so.  The  quartermaster  general  wrote  to  General  Dix  concerning  it. 
But,  as  it  turned  out,  he  had  got  hold  of  the  wrong  officer,  as  it  was 
the  commissary,  as  I  have  been  informed.  Without  knowing  just 
what  it  was,  I  asked  the  custom  officers  of  the  port  of  Baltimore  to 
go  with  me  to  Fort  McHenry  to  see  General  Dix  about  it.  When  I 
went  in  I  said  to  General  Dix,  **  We  have  come  down  here  to  ascer- 
tain what  this  means."  General  Dix  declined  giving  me  the  names 
of  the  parties  who  made  this  communication, *through  delicacy  to  me, 
he  regarding  it,  as  I  considered  it,  of  very  little  moment.  But  Gen- 
eral Meigs  sent  me  an  extract  from  the  letter  containing  the  names. 
The  charge  contained  in  this  letter  was  that  I  had  dealt  with  seces- 
sionists in  Baltimore,  and  naming  this  John  F.  Pickrell.  It  turned 
out  that  the  charge  was  groundless,  and,  as  was  said  on  the  occasion, 
the  parties  making  it  ^^had  to  bite  the  dust."  1  then  dismissed 
Pickrell  from  my  office  and  patronage,  and  he  never  has  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  my  office,  through  me,  since.  This  Mr.  Pickrell 
has  the  reputation  in  Baltimore,  I  believe,  of  being  a  secessionist.  I 
went  to  Baltimore,  as  I  told  the  quartermaster  general,  a  perfect 
stranger  and  met  Mr.  Pickrell.  Alter  I  dismissed  him  he  said  he 
had  a  letter  from  Washington  that  would  enable  him  to  get  all  the 
business  he  could  attend  to.  He  had  some  vessels  chartered  for  the 
Potomac,  and  when  they  sent  these  vessels  back  to  me  in  consequence 
of  the  blockade,  I  found  that  Mr.  Pickrell  had  a  contract  with  the 
quartermaster  in  Washington,  and  I  was  directed  to  attend  to  the 
supplies  and  pay  them  off,  and  I  had  to  pay  him  that  account.  In 
that  way^  and  that  only,  I  have  had  to  meet  him. 

Question.  Colonel  Belger,  Charles  Coblens,  in  his  testimony  be- 
fore this  committee,  swore  that  he  had  purchased  of  you  an  amount 
of  clothing  and  epaulettes  of  the  value  of  six  or  seven  hundred  dol- 
lars ;  state,  if  you  please,  what  the  facts  are  in  regard  to  that 
matter  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Coblens  was  in  my  room  one  day  when  I  had  two 
large  trunks  of  clothing,  a  part  of  which  was  uniform  clothing  and  a 
part  civilians'  clothes.  I  was  trying  on  a  coat  at  the  time,  which  did 
not  fit  me,  as  I  had  grown  very  much.  I  was  overhauling  my  trunk, 
looking  for  a  cape  or  something  of  the  sort,  when  Coblens  made  a 
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suggestion,  which  I  think  nobody  but  a  Jew  would  ever  have  made : 
"  You  have  almost  clothing  enough  there  to  set  up  a  clothing  store  ; 
wouldn't  you  like  to  dispose  of  it?"  I  replied  that  I  would,  gladly, 
as  a  great  deal  of  it  was  almost  wholly  useless  to  me.  He  said,  **  I 
will  take  it."  I  let  him  have  it^  and  I  kept  a  list  of  the  clothes,  the 
prices,  &c.  I  do  not  now  know  how  much  it  amounted  to.  I  desire 
to  state  here  in  that  connexion  that  no  man  has  ever  dared  to  ap- 
proach me  with  anything  like  bribery — nothing  of  the  kind.  When- 
ever anything  looking  in  the  slightest  degree  that  way  came  to  me  I 
sent  it  to  the  office  of  the  quartermaster  general.  At  one  time  I  had 
corns  on  my  feet  and  they  were  rendered  very  distressing  to  me  by  a 
bungling  operator,  and  while  they  were  in  that  condition  Coblens 
sometimes  drove  me  in  his  buggy  to  my  meals  and  to  the  office  of  the 
commanding  general,  &c. 

I  would  like  to  add  that  the  affairs  of  my  depot  are  administered 
with  the  strictest  fidelity,  with  energy  and  economy,  as  I  believe  the 
records  of  the  office  of  the  quartermaster  general  will  show. 

JAS.  BELGER, 
Colonel  and  Quartermagter. 


WASHmaToN,  Saturday f  January  31,  1868. 
Colonel  James  Bblgbr,  recalled,  testified  further  as  follows : 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  a  conversation  with  John  F.  Pickrell, 
in  Baltimore,  in  your  office,  in  regard  to  Charles  Coblens  ? 

Answer.  Never,  to  my  recollection. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  state,  in  his  presence,  speaking  of  Mr.  Cob- 
lens, that  he,  Coblens,  was  a  perfect  Rothschild,  and  would  do  your 
business  ? 

Answer.  I  have  often  called  Coblens  Rothschild  jestingly,  Coblens 
being  a  Jew,  as  Rothschild  was,  and  always  desiring  to  make  mpre 
money. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  say  that  he  was  the  man  who  was  going  to 
do  your  business  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  emphatically  no;  there  was  never  any  such  thing 
in  the  world.  I  have  frequently  called  Coblens  Rothschild,  as  I  have 
stated.  1  desire  to  append  the  following  documents  to  my  testimony. 
They  relate  to  and  explain  my  previous  testimony  in  regard  to  the 
charge  made  against  me  of  employing  secessionists,  including  a  letter 
from  Oeneral  Dix,  expressing  bis  opinion  ;  also  in  regard  to  the  sub- 
ject, concerning  which  you  have  inquired,  of  Mr.  John  Tucker's 
directions  as  to  the  chartering  of  vessels  from  Mr.  Hall,  preceded  by 
an  explanatory  note  from  myself  to  the  chairman  of  this  committee, 
in  which  I  correct  any  misapprehension  that  may  arise  from  my  pre- 
vious testimony  as  to  Mr.  Tucker's  directions  to  me. 

JAS.  BELGER, 
Colonel  and  Quartermaster  United  States  Army. 
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Quartermaster's  Office, 

Baltimore,  February  3,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
29th  January,  requesting  me  to  furnish  you  with  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  I 
addressed  to  General  M.  G.  Meigs,  in  reply  to  a  communication  from  him  on  the 
suhject  of  the  monopoly  enjoyed  hy  Amasa  C.  Hall  in  the  charter  of  transports 
in  your  department,  and  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  I  wrote 
to  the  quartermaster  general,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  A.  G.  Hall  to 
me,  which  I  enclosed  in  my  letter  to  the  quartermaster  general. 

I  also  enclose  a  note  received  from  Hon.  John  Tucker,  late  Assistant  Secre- 
tary of  War,  dated  April  10,  1862,  requesting  me  (as  the  captains  required  that 
their  charter-parties  be  first  signed  before  leaving)  to  perfect  their  charters,  or, 
afi  he  expresses  it  in  the  note,  to  do  the  needful. 

These  vessels  were  previously  chartered  by  A.  G.  Hall,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Hon.  John  Tucker,  and  were,  I  am  informed,  chartered  for  the  Bumside 
expedition. 

If  my  testimony  before  your  committee  makes  me  say  that  I  was  directed  by 
the  Hon.  John  Tucker  to  charter  vessels  from  said  Mr.  Hall,  it  is  an  error,  and 
I  desire  to  correct  it.  What  I  desired  to  state  was,  that  in  a  large  proportion 
of  the  charter-parties  of  vessels  from  Mr.  Hall,  signed  by  me,  the  charters  were 
not  effected  by  me,  nor  the  bargain  for  the  vessel  made  by  me,  but  by  Mr.  Hall, 
by  direction  of  Mr.  John  Tucker,  and  I  was  subsequently  requested  by  Mr. 
Tucker  to  complete  the  charter-parties  for  those  vessels. 

Although  I  appear  upon  the  record  as  having  chartered  these  vessels  of  Mr. 
Hall,  in  fact  I  aid  not  effect  the  charters  of  one-fourth  of  those  vessels  that  were 
chartered  by  Mr.  Hall,  but  they  were  chartered  by  Mr.  Tucker,  and  I  merely 
acted  as  the  clerical  agent  in  completing  the  charter-parties. 

Still,  I  would  not  l^  understood  as  saying  that  in  the  cases  of  those  vesseb 
that  I  did  bargain  for  and  charter  myself  of  Mr.  Hall.  I  did  not  do  so  by  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Tucker  or  anybody  else. 

I  also  enclose  extracts  from  certain  letters  which  I  offered  when  last  before 
you,  and  request,  if  you  regard  them  of  importance,  to  place  them  on  file  with 
my  testimony. 

Very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  BELOEB, 
Coianel  and  Quartemuuier. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Grimes, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Investtgationt 

United  States  Senate,  Washington. 


Hbaoquartbrs  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Ftrrt  McHenry,  August  6,  1861. 

General  :  I  am  happy  to  see  that  Major  Belger  is  promoted.  Allow  me  to 
say  that  I  hope  his  promotion  will  not  remove  him  from  Baltimore.  Having 
been  here  during  an  immense  pressure  of  outgoing  and  incoming  troops,  I  can 
bear  testimony  to  the  great  efficiency  and  promptitude  with  which  he  has  dis- 
charged his  very  arduous  and  responsible  duties. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major  General. 
General  Meigs,  Quartermaster  General. 

True  copy. 

JAS.  BELGER, 
Colonel  and  Quartermaster. 
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Headquarters  op  the  Army, 
•  Washington,  August  20,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  Bend  you  an  extract  from  a  letter  received  by  the  lieutenant  general 
from  Mr.  W.  G.  Snetbeui  of  Baltimore : 

"  Michael  Warner,  president  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank,  a  true-hearted  Union  ^ 
man,  told  me  that  it  was  painful  to  hear  rebels  coming  into  his  bank  and  boast- 
ing of  the  many  favors  of  the  government  through  Quartermcister  Bclger  and 
others.  Three  big  boats  were  recently  bought  by  the  Light-house  Board,  for 
$27,000,  from  a  man  by  the  name  of  Henderson,  who  was  instrumental  in  re- 
moving the  buoys  from  the  harbor.  One  /.  H,  Pickrell,  a  violent  rebel,  is 
Belger*s  factotum,  and  boasts  of  buying  of  his  rebel  friends  to  the  amount  of 
140,000,  and  of  frimishing  green  oats  to  the  cavalry  horses.  While  these  trans- 
actions tend  to  discourage  the  Union  men,  many  of  them  are  preparing  to  re- 
move frt>m  the  city,  saying  that  if  a  premium  is  thus  offered  to  disloyalty,  they 
must  seek  a  subsistence  elsewhere." 

Respectfrdly  referred  to  the  quartermaster  general. 

H.  VAN  RENSSELLIER, 

Colonel  and  Aide'de-Camp. 

Brigadier  General  Meigs, 

Quartermaster  General, 

True  copy. 

JAS  BELGER, 
Colonel  and  Quartermaster, 


Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore,  Maryland,  August  24,  1861. 

General  :  I  have  investigated,  at  your  reonest,  the  charges  against  Major 
Belger,  assistant  quartermaster  in  this  city,  ana  am  happy  to  say  that  so  far  as 
they  allege  an  intentional  bestowment  of  the  public  patronage  on  disloyal  men 
they  are  utterly  groundless. 

Let  me  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  I  do  not  like  the  manner  in  which  these 
charges  were  made.  I  have  received  duplicate  copies  of  the  same,  in  substance, 
without  a  signatore  ^  one  sent  through  Oovemor  Seward,  and  the  other  through 
Moses  H.  Grinnell,  esq.,  of  New  York.  The  writer  of  the  letter  to  you  is  fre- 
quently at  Fort  McHenry,  and  if  he  had  mentioned  the  subject  to  me  I  would 
have  made  the  investigation,  in  justice  to  Major  Belger  as  well  as  the  govern- 
ment, without  troubling  you. 

I  desire  to  repeat  what  I  have  already  said  to  you,  that  I  have  found  Major 
Belger  very  prompt  and  efficient  under  severe  pressure,  and  exceedingly  scru- 
pulous in  regard  to  expenditure.  I  do  not  believe  he  is  actuated  by  any  other 
motive  than  an  earnest  wish  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  government. 

In  regard  to  specific  charges : 

First.  He  is  accused  of  purchasing,  through  his  agents,  rotten  and  green 
oats,  of  which  several  horses  died.  I  find  no  ground  whatever  for  this  charge. 
On  the  contrary,  there  is  proof  that  the  major  refused  to  purchase  green  oats, 
and  all  his  purchases  for  Washington  were  subject  to  inspection  and  rejection  at 
the  latter  place. 

Second.  The  employment  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Pickrell,  charged  with 
disloyalty.  The  charge  is  denied  by  Mr.  Pickrell,  and  has  not  been  proved.. 
Major  Belger  will  satisfy  himself,  and  discharge  him  if  the  charge  is  true. 

I  do  not  find  any  better  ground  for  the  other  charges.  I  summoned  here,  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  writer  of  the  letter  you  enclosed  me,  the  collector  of  the 
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port,  the  surveyor,  and  the  naval  officer.     I  send  herewith  letters  from  them, 
and  from  the  postmaster  and  deputy  provost  marshal. 

Major  Belger  has  been  in  the  habit  of  consulting  them  as  to  the  persons  he 
should  employ,  and  of  whom  he  should  purchase.  I  have  no  doubt  some  of 
the  public  money  may  have  gone  into  the.  hands  of  secessionists.  It  could 
hardly  have  been  avoided  with  the  heavy  purchases  he  has  made,  and  often  oa 
sudden  orders.  But  I  think  I  may  say  that  it  has  never  been  his  intention,  and 
that  his  aim  has  been,  after  looking  first  to  the  interest  of  the  government,  to 
divide  its  patronage  among  Union  men.  In  a  word,  I  think  him  an  efficient, 
faithful,  and  conscientious  public  servant,  and  I  believe  the  pecuniary  interests 
of  your  department  will  not  suffer  in  his  hands. 
I  am,  general,  respectfully  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major  General,  Commanding, 
Brigadier  General  M.  C.  Meios, 

Quartermaster  General,  United  States  Army. 

True  copy. 

JAS.  BELGER, 
Colonel  and  Quartermaster, 


Naval  Office, 
Custom-House,  Baltimore,  8th  Month  24,  1861. 

Esteemed  Friend  :  Having  heard  of  the  charges  made  against  Major  Belger, 
that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  making  his  purchases  of  disloyal  citizens,  I  feel  it 
my  duty  to  say  that  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  during  a  heavy  press  of  business 
there  may  have  been  made  some  purchases  of  persons  not  altogether  loyal. 
Whilst  I  admit  this,  I  think  my  intimacy  with  the  major  qualifies  me  to  say 
that  I  do  not  believe  that  he  would  have  allowed  such  purchases  to  have  been 
made  if  he  had  been  cognizant  of  the  fact. 

I  showed  to  Major  Belger,  early  in  the  season,  a  letter  directed  to  me  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  which  he  advises  the  quartermaster  to  call  on  me  in 
refeience  to  the  loyalty  of  our  citizens.  Scarcely  a  day  passed  but  that  I  re- 
ceived a  message  from  him  in  refei'ence  to  this  matter,  making  inquiry  as  to  the 
standing  of  such  and  such  men.  If  Major  Belger  has  committed  any  erroTB  in 
this  respect,  I  do  not  believe  but  that  the  blame  should  fall  as  heavily  upon  me 
as  upon  him.  /  am  satisfied  that  he  has  wanted  to  do  the  right  thing.  No  bet- 
ter proof  can  I  have  of  this  than  his  willingness  to  take  my  advice. 

/  hope  all  government  officials  may  be  equally  particular ;  if  such  were  llie 
fact,  the  minds  of  many  persons  would  be  more  easy. 
Thy  fnend, 

F.  S.  CORKRAN,  Naval  Officer. 

General  JoHX  A.  Dix. 

True  copy. 

JAS.  BELGER,  Colonel  and  Quartermaster. 


Baltimore,  190  Hoffman  street,  August  25,  1861. 
Dear  General  :  As  my  solo  object  in  bringing  to  your  notice  the  alleged 
dealings  of  Major  Belger  with  rebels  was  the  promotion  of  the  best  interests  of 
the  government,  it  gives  me  unalloyed  pleasure  to  bo  able  to  certify,  after  a  full 
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and  free  conversation  with  the  major  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Michael  Warner,  to 
whom  I  referred  in  my  letter  to  you,  a  copy  of  an  extract  of  which  was  properly 
referred  to  the  major,  that  I  am  convinced  he  has  heen  imposed  on  by  designing 
individuals,  wherever  he  may  have  employed  or  made  purchases  of  secessionists, 
in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties;  that  he  has  sincerely  sought,  and  continues 
to  seek,  to  have  to  do  with  none  but  loyal  men  in  his  dealings  for  the  govern- 
ment ;  that  he  has  promptly  discharged  disloyal  men  with  whom  be  has  had  to 
do  the  moment  he  discovered  the  fact ;  that  the  parties  to  whom  I  referred  for  a 
statement  of  the  facts  on  which  my  letter  was  based,  to  wit,  the  naval  officer 
and  the  surveyor  of  the  port,  were  mistaken — they  having  indeed  taken  back 
all  their  allegations  of  infidelity  against  the  major,  made  to  me,  in  letters  to  that 
effect  to  General  Dix;  and  that  I  am  more  than  satisfied  with  Major  Belger's 
loyal  purposes  and  determination,  since  my  conference  with  him  this  morning, 
to  stand  by  the  goveipnent  in  all  that  concerns  its  best  and  highest  interests. 

I  shall  take  care  in  my  future  intercourse  with  the  Union  people  of  Baltimore 
to  place  3Iajor  Belger  in  his  true  position,  and  to  counteract,  so  far  as  in  me  lies, 
the  reports  that  have  been  flying  about  so  injurious  to  the  character  of  your 
quartermaster  here. 

Faithfully,  yours, 

W.  G.  SNETHEN. 

Lieutenant  General  Winfield  Scott, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

True  copy. 

JAS.  BELGER,  Colonel  and  Quartermaster, 


Quartermaster  General's  Office, 

Washington  City,  August  26,  1861. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  at  this  office  from  W. 
G.  Snetheii,  of  Baltimore,  vindicating  you  from  the  charges  recently  made 
against  you.     I  hope  that  you  will  not  hereafter  be  annoyed.     Rest  assured 
that  this  department  has  had,  and  has,  entire  confidence  in  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster  General. 
Major  Jambs  Bblqbr,  Baltimore. 

True  copy. 

JAS.  BELGER,  Colonel  and  Quartermaster. 


Baltimore,  August  26,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  think  sheer  justice  demands  that  I  now  address  you  this  note — 
justice  to  you,  and  also  to  myself. 

I  have  not  at  any  time  accused  you  or  any  other  person,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  of  persistently  and  intentionally  bestowing  the  patronage  of  the 
United  Stales  government  upon  its  foes,  but  /  have  strongly,  in  general  terms, 
denounced  as  weak,  pusillanimous,  and  impolitic,  any  such  practice,  or,  indeed, 
affording  any  aid  or  comfort  to  even  suspected  individuals,  or  to  those  wlio  are 
not  known  to  be  una uestion ably  sound  in  their  allegiance.  At  your  earnest  re- 
quest I  have  listenea  to  the  letters  of  several  prominent  gentlemen,  such  as  the 
United  States  postmaster,  naval  officer,  surveyor,  &c.,  and  feel  bound  to  express 
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mj  full  conviction  that  yon  are  entirely  exculpated  from  any  intentional  violation 
of  a  true  and  loyal  Union  Bpirit.     I  am  happy,  sir,  to  be  disabused  of  a  growing 
impression,  now  removed,  that  you  were  not  altogether  sound  in  the  premises. 
Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

MICHAEL  WARNER. 
Major  Jas.  Bblgbr,  Baltimore, 

True  copy. 

JAS.  BELGER,  Colonel  and  Quartermaster. 


Quartbrma6tbr'8  Ofpicb, 

Baltimore f  July  16,  1862. 

Gbnbral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
9th  instant,  in  reference  to  the  manner  of  chartering  vessels  by  me  at  this  station, 
and  to  state,  in  reply,  that  as  Mr.  A.  G.  Hall  had  been  engaged  to  do  this  service 
by  the  Hon.  John  Tucker,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  and,  so  far  as  I  know, 
had  given  full  satisfaction,  I  got  him  to  attend  to  the  same  for  me. 

I  have  called  upon  Mr.  Hall  for  a  written  statement  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
which  I  respectfully  enclose  herewith,  and  which  I  hope  will  prove  satisfactory. 
The  charter-parties  returned  to  me  have  been  corrected  as  directed,  and  are  this 
day  respectfully  returned. 

Very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BELGER, 
Colonel  and  Quartermaster, 
Brigadier  Greneral  M.  G.  Mbigs, 

Quartermaster  General,  Washington, 

True  copy. 

JAMES  BELGER, 

Colonel  and  Quartermaster, 


Baltimorb,  July  16,  1852. 

GoLONBL :  In  reference  to  the  inquiry  made  by  Brigadier  General  Meigs, 
quartermaster  general,  in  his  letter  to  you  of  the  9th  instant,  as  to  the  necessity 
of  chartering  so  many  vessels  from  one  individual,  (myself,)  I  would  respect- 
fully state  that,  in  my  business  as  commission  merchant,  I  act  as  an  agent  for 
the  owners  and  masters  of  vessels,  for  convenience  in  supplying  them  with 
ship  stores,  ropes,  anchors,  and  necessary  material,  as  well  as  in  the  chartering 
of  their  vessels ;  and  I  would  farther  state  that  I  have  not  one  dollar's  interest 
in  any  of  the  vessels  that  I  have  chartered.  They  are  owned  by  different  per- 
sons residing  in  six  or  seven  States.  I  act  in  the  same  capacity  here  in  char- 
tering vessels  as  Messrs.  Morgan  &  Reinhart,  of  Washington,  Bushops,  Sim- 
mons &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  and  McCurdy,  of  New  York.  And  I  would 
further  state,  that  in  the  month  of  January  last  Secretary  Stanton  advertised 
for  proposals  for  steamers  and  sail  vessels.  I  sent  in  a  proposal,  and  they  accepted 
from  me  some  40  schooners  and  12  steamers,  which  I  chartered  to  the  Assistant 
Secretaiy  of  War  for  the  owners  of  the  vessels  from  this  post.  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  public  service  is  benefited  by  this,  and  the  transactions  of  your 
department  facilitated  by  this  arrangement,  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  owner 
and  masters  of  vessels  are  accommodated,  and  much  unnecessary  delay  an 
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troable  is  avoided.  I  would  also  state  that  the  honorable  John  Tncker,  As- 
sistant Secretary  of  War,  is  aware  of,  and  folly  understands,  the  nature  of  my 
business  transactions  with  the  govermnent  as.  an  agent  for  the  owners  and  masters, 
and  would  respectfully  refer  to  him  for  any  information  on  this  subject  that 
General  Meigs,  quartermaster  general,  may  require. 
Very  respectMly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  HALL. 
Colonel  James  Bblger,  Quartermaster  U.  S.  A. 

True  copy.  JAS.  BELGER, 

Colonel  and  Quartermaster. 

Baltimore  Steam  Packet  Company, 

Union  Dock,  foot  of  Concord  street, 

Baltimore,  April  10,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  was  suddenly  called  to  leave  Washington  to  go  to  Fort  Monroe. 
I  learn  that  the  vessels  loaded  with  engines  and  cars  are  ready  to  move,  but  the 
captains  require  that  the  charter-parties  should  be  first  signed.  Will  you  oblige 
me  by  doing  the  needfal,  as  it  is  very  important  they  should  be  ready  to  go  on 
a  moment's  notice. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  TUCKER, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
Major  J.  Beloer, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Baltimore. 


WASHmaxoN,  Friday^  December,  26,  1862. 
Lewis  Baker,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows : 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

QaestioD.  State,  if  you  please,  yonr  name,  age,  residence,  and  occa- 
pation. 

Answer.  I  am  thirty-five  years  of  age ;  I  am  sutler  of  the  twenty- 
fifth  regiment  of  New  York  volanteers ;  my  residence  is  in  New  York 
city,  on  the  corner  of  Thirtieth  street  and  Second  avenue. 

Question.  Have  you,  either  individaally  and  solely,  or  as  a  member 
of  a  company,  been  interested  in  any  army  transportation  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been  interested  in  a  steamboat.  I  have  been  part 
owner  of  a  steamboat  that  has  been  chartered  by  the  government.  I 
have  been  interested  in  two  steamboats,  but  only  one  that  has  been 
chartered  by  the  government. 

Question.  Have  you  been  interested  in  any  sailing  vessel  or  any 
other  craft,  other  than  a  steamboat,  that  has  been  chartered  by  the 
government  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  name  of  the  boat  you  have  alluded  to  ? 

Answer.  The  Metamora. 

Question.  When  was  she  chartered? 
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Answer.  Last  March. 

Question.  What  day  in  March  ? 

Answer.  She  was  chartered  to  be  delivered  at  Annapolis  on  the  6th 
of  March,  1862  ;  I  state  from  memory.  We  were  to  deliver  her  at 
Annapolis.  A  telegram  came  on  here  from  one  of  the  owners,  who 
was  in  New  York,  to  deliver  her  there  on  the  6th  of  March,  with  four 
thousand  gallons  of  water  on  board.  We  got  ready  to  run  the 
blockade,  and  were  stopped  here  on  the  night  of  the  4th  by  the  quar- 
termaster's department,  at  four  or  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  That 
is  the  time  she  was  chartered.  That  afternoon,  on  the  4th  of  March, 
is  the  time  the  government  took  possession  of  her.  The  quartermas- 
ter's agent  came  down  and  stopped  us  as  we  were  ready  to  go  to  An- 
napolis. I  am  inclined  to  think  it  was  the  4th.  We  had  to  run  the 
blockade,  and  deliver  her  at  Annapolis  with  four  thousand  gallons  of 
water. 

Question.  Your  charter  commenced  then. 

Answer.  That  is  the  time  the  government  took  possession  of  her. 

Question.  Was  your  pay  to  commence  on  the  6th  ? 

Answer.  By  the  original  contract  she  was  to  be  delivered  at  An- 
napolis on  the  6th^  to  come  under  pay  with  the  rest  of  the  boats  at 
that  time. 

Question.  Who  were  the  owners  with  you  of  that  boat  ? 

Answer.  In  the  half  in  which  I  owned,  Richard  H.  Piatt  and  B. 
Van  Valkenburgh. 

Question.  Who  owned  the  other  half? 

Answer.  George  Powers,  John  P.  Acker,  and  a  Mr.  Martin,  and 
others  ;  they  were  the  Hudson  Company  that  run  the  line  of  steam- 
boats from  New  York  to  Hudson,  and  own  the  C!onnecticut  and  a  lot 
of  steamboats. 

Question.  By  what  government  agent  was  she  chartered  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir.  She  was  chartered  in  New  York  to 
Mr.  Powell.  She  was  there  chartered  by  Captain  Loper  or  John 
Tucker.  I  was  so  informed  by  the  parties  when  they  came  on.  She 
was  either  chartered  by  Captain  Loper  or  John  Tucker. 

Question.  At  what  rate  ? 

Answer.  $450  a  day,  government  finding  ooal  and  pilots. 

Question.  How  long  did  she  remain  chartered  ? 

Answer.  She  is  chartered  now.  Five  months  ago  they  reduced  the 
pay  twenty-five  per  cent.  I  have  never  seen  the  charter.  Captain 
Acker  has  acted  as  '^ship's  husband,"  as  we  call  it,  and  it  is  in  his 
name  ;  the  charter  is,  the  four  months  since  her  pay  has  been  reduced. 
She  now  gets  $337  50  a  day.  She  has  been  running  as  a  flag  of  truce 
boat  at  Fortress  Monroe.     She  is  down  there  in  that  department. 

Question.  How  much  did  the  Metamora  cost,  and  what  is  she  worth? 

Answer.  She  cost  $25,000.     We  paid  $12,500  for  half  of  her. 

Question.  When  did  you  buy  her  ? 

Answer.  We  bought  her  in  February — I  should  say  about  the  mid- 
dle or  in  the  latter  part  of  the  month. 

Question.  When  did  your  pay  for  the  Metamora  actually  commence  ? 

Answer.  We  got  paid  from  the  first  of  the  month. 

Question.  Why  were  you  paid  for  that  six  days  prior  ? 
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Answer.  That  is  more  than  I  can  state.     We  were  paid  for  her. 

Question.  Was  she  paid  for  during  that  time  at  the  rate  of  $450  a 
day? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  her  having  been  employed  for  any  pri- 
vate or  personal  purpose  after  she  went  into  the  government  employ  ? 

Answer.  She  has  carried  down  private  stores,  liquors,  &c.,  for 
some  of  the  owners.  That  was  on  private  speculation  of  their  own  ; 
carrying  liquors  down  to  the  army  and  selling  them. 

Question.  Was  government  paying  $450  a  day  for  the  boat  at  that 
time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  John  Acker  and  Richard  PJatt  and  B.  Van 
Yalkenburgh  shared  y3,200  on  one  trip,  going  down.  That  was  not  for 
the  owners,  but  a  private  speculation  of  their  own. 

Question.  To  what  extent  has  she  been  employed  for  private  pur- 
poses of  that  description  ? 

Answer.  Well,  to  no  extent  to  interfere  with  her  charter.  When 
making  a  trip,  for  instance,  if  she  was  ordered  to  Fortress  Monroe, 
these  parties  did  put  on  board  at  one  time  eight  barrels  of  liquor — 
bottles  in  barrels,  and  two  barrels  in  bulk,  to  take  down  to  sell ;  but 
remember,  this  was  a  private  speculation,  and  not  known  to  the  other 
owners  of  the  boat  at  all.  That  was  done  several  times.  It  was  con- 
tinual. They  were  running  with  liquor.  That  was  the  first  cause  of 
difSculty. 

Question.  It  has  been  done  frequently? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  last  time  was  at  Harrison's  Landing,  that 
I  know  of  its  being  aboard  of  her.  She  was  on  government  dock  in 
Baltimore,  getting  fixed,  for  twelve  or  fourteen  or  fifteen  days,  and 
between  Acker  and  Van  Yalkenburgh  they  altered  some  berths  into 
lockers  below  in  her,  and  filled  them  with  liquors;  and  they  sold 
some  at  the  White  House,  and  some  at  other  places. 

Question.  Was  the  fact  that  she  was  used  for  purposes  of  this 
description  known  to  any  government  officer  ? 

Answer.  Major  Allen  Pinkerton,  I  think,  was  aboard  of  her  at  one 
time.  He  was  sick  in  the  cabin  at  the  time  at  Harrison's  Landing, 
and  I  don't  know  whether  he  knew  of  it  or  not.  These  goods  were 
brought  down  aboard  of  her  the  trip  she  brought  General  Marcy  to 
Washington.  We  brought  him  up  sick  at  that  time.  I  don't  know 
that  the  boat  came  up  for  that  purpose,  but  Greneral  Marcy  was  a 
passenger  aboard  of  her,  sick  at  the  time. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  her  having  made  a  pleasure  excursion? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  made  an  excursion  on  the  first  and  one  on 
the  second  of  March,  down  to  a  rebel  battery  opposite  Matta woman 
creek,  called  Cockpit  Point  battery. 

Question.  Was  that  on  private  account? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  It  was  our  own  boat.  We  knew  nothing  about 
government  then.  That  was  on  the  1st  and  2d  of  March.  We 
brought  this  boat  down  to  run  as  a  sutler's  boat  to  Sickles's  division. 
We  only  made  these  two  excursions  on  the  1st  and  2d  of  March.  We 
were  about  running  a  regular  line  betwixt  here  and  there,  when  the 
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order  came  to  deliver  her  at  Annapolis  on  the  6th.     That  order  came 
on  the  2d  or  3d  of  March.     That  was  the  month  she  was  chartered. 

Question.  Those  were  two  of  the  days  for  which  you  were  paid  by 
government  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  we  were  paid  from  the  first  of  the  month. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  anything  about  the  steamer  City  of 
Hudson  ? 

Answer.  She  belongs  to  the  same  owners  that  owned  half  of  the 
Metamora,  the  New  York  owners. 

Question.  Do  you  know  by  whom  she  was  chartered  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  at  what  rate? 

Answer.  It  was  $600  a  day  I  was  told,  at  the  time  she  was  first 
chartered. 

Question.  Do  you  know  when  she  was  first  chartered? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  the  time,  but  I  cannot  fix  the  dates.  It 
was  about  the  time  that  McOlellan  was  leaving  Harrison's  Landing* 
that  she  came  to  Fortress  Monroe. 

Question.  Where  had  she  been  employed? 

Answer.  She  was  a  new  boat,  just  finished.  She  was  chartered  be- 
fore she  was  finished,  I  believe.  They  got  her  ready  and  sent  her 
right  off. 

Question.   What  was  her  cost? 

Answer.  I  understand  she  cost  about  $38,000  or  $40,000.  She  is 
now  in  the  government  employ.  She  has  been  discharged  once  and 
put  on  again.  She  has  not  got  the  original  contract.  She  is  now 
running  between  Fortress  Monroe  and  Norfolk. 

Question.  Do  you  know  at  what  rate  she  is  chartered  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  whom  she  was  chartered  either  time? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  who  any  of  the  boats  were  chartered  for 
any  more  than  by  Acker's  own  statement — that  is,  John  Tucker.  He 
has  a  great  deal  of  business  with  Tucker.  I  never  spoke  to  Tucker ; 
I  never  saw  him;  and  I  don't  know  this,  only  as  Acker  told  me  how 
he  got  the  boat  fixed 

Question.  In  order  ti  charter  the  Metamora,  were  you  compelled 
to  pay  brokerage  to  any  person  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  There  was  an  understanding  that  we  should  pay 
it. 

Question.  How  much  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  or 
five  per  cent.  First  it  was  two  and  a  half  per  cent.  I  thought  we 
were  to  pay. 

Question.  Who  claimed  the  five  per  cent.,  the  $5,000? 

Answer.  A  man  named  Danforth. 

Question.  Is  his  name  John  T.  Danforth? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  I  did  not  look.  I  objected  to  paying  the 
money  on  account  of  the  other  party  having  half  a  dozen  steamboats 
chartered,  and  my  reason  for  objecting  was  this,  they  charged  the 
Metamora  $5,000.  Some  of  the  other  owners  of  the  Metamora  ob- 
jected.    They  compromised  that  by  paying  some  three  thousand  one 
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hundred  and  odd  dollars,  that  being  taken  out  of  the  last  payment 
we  received.  It  was  paid  to  this  man  Danforth  in  the  St.  Nicholas 
Hotel.  Acker  came  down  and  showed  me  the  receipt,  and  said  it  was 
paid  that  day.  I  objected  to  paying  it,  because  I  thought  they  were 
charging  the  Metamora  more  than  her  share,  and  taking  it  off  of 
some  of  their  other  boats. 

Question.  On  what  pretence  was  it  alleged  that  this  was  due 
Danforth  ? 

Answer.  It  was  for  getting  the  boat  employed,  or  rather,  it  was 
for  taking  care  of  her,  keeping  her  in  the  government  employ.  She 
had  something  like  |6,000  or  $7,000  worth  of  repairs  put  on  her  at 
Baltimore,  and  it  was  for  favors  shown  to  the  boat.  That  is  what 
they  told  me. 

Question.  The  boat  was  repaired  at  government  expense  at  Balti- 
more to  the  amount  of  $7,000  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir;  they  told  me  $6,000  or  $7,000. 

Question.  According  to  your  charter-party,  was  government  to  fur- 
nish repairs? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Then  this  amount  of  repairs  was  a  gift  from  the  govern- 
ment to  the  owners  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  repairs  were  put  on  her  there,  and  we  were 
paid  for  the  number  of  days  she  laid  on  the  dock  at  Baltimore.  She 
was  lying  there  thirteen  or  fourteen  days,  and  when  I  objected  to 
paying  this,  they  said  no  other  boat  was  repaired  at  government  ex- 
pense. I  believe  there  were  other  boats  repaired,  but  not  paid  for  the 
time  they  laid  there.  We  got  paid  $460  a  day  all  the  time  she  lay 
on  the  stocks. 

Question.  I  understand,  then^  that  Acker  claimed  that  this  amount 
should  be  paid  to  Danforth,  because  Danforth  had  secured  this  favor  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  Acker  was  the  one  that  paid  the  money ;  but 
George  Powers  is  the  managing  man  for  the  company,  and  he  insisted 
upon  paying  this  man  five  per  cent.  Acker  oojected,  or  pretended 
to  object.  Acker  is  connected  in  some  steamboats  with  Powers, 
and  between  them  they  settled  it  at  3,100  and  odd  dollars.  It  was 
Oeorge  Powers  insisted  upon  paying  him  this  money. 

Question.  That  was  the  argument  he  urged  ? 

^Answer.  Powers  said  it  was  his — that  it  belonged  to  him ;  that 
they  had  agreed  to  give  it  to  him  when  they  chartered  the  boat  and 
could  not  get  out  of  paying  it. 

Question.  Is  your  company  paying  any  per  cent,  on  its  charter- 
party? 

Answer.  Not  at  all.  I  understand  that  25  per  cent,  is  taken  off  of 
the  original  charter,  but  whether  it  is  in  the  charter  I  never  inquired. 
Since  that  liquor  business,  I  have  not  been  near  the  books  for  5  or 
6  months,  and  I  don't  know  whether  the  25  per  cent,  is  taken  off  or 
not,  from  my  own  knowledge  The  boat's  wages  were  reduced  that 
much,  I  was  told.  I  presume  it  is  so.  They  reduced  all  the  boats  at 
that  time. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  Acker  attempting  to  obtain 
and  suppress  a  telegraphic  despatch  ? 
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Answer.  No,  sir.  I  do  not.  I  know  that  in  getting  these  few  extra 
days  up  he  was  attempting  to  stretch  his  memory  of  when  the  tele- 
graph came,  and  even  went  there  and  inquired,  and  said,  when  he 
started  to  go  towards  the  telegraph  office,  '*  perhaps  I  can  get  that 
despatch  now,"  and  he  went  to  look  ;  but  this  was  about  dating  the 
boat  back  to  the  first  of  the  month. 

Question.  Who  was  that  despatch  from? 

Answer.  Aleck  Shultz  and  Captain  Powers.  I  think  Aleck  Shultz 
telegra()he(l  to  us  that  the  boat  was  chartered  and  he  had  seen  Captain 
Loper  about  it.  Shultz  was  not  an  owner^  but  he  telegraphed  to  us 
that  the  boat  was  chartered  by  Captain  Loper.  It  either  came  from 
Shultz  or  Powers  ;  I  guess  he  was  with  Powers  at  the  time  he  char- 
tered the  boat. 

Question.  What  was  the  pur[)ort  of  the  despatch  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  ;  I  never  read  it.  It  came  to  Willarda' 
Hotel,  I  guess,  on  the  third. 

Question.  Did  the  parties  tell  yon  what  was  in  it? 

Annwer.  I  believe  they  did  ;  but  I  forget  what  it  was. 

Question.  Try  to  remember,  if  you  please. 

Answer.  I  can't.  I  know  it  was  in  connexion  with  getting  these 
extra  days'  pay  that  we  were  speaking  about  it.  That  is  all  I  recol- 
lect. I  can't  recollect  a  word  of  the  despatch.  It  was  in  relation  to 
the  boat  dating  back  to  the  first — not  the  despatch,  but  the  conversa- 
tion. I  know  one  thing  about  it,  that  Acker  was  trying  to  get  at  it ; 
I  think  he  was  saying  he  thought  he  could  swear  that  it  was  such  a 
day  and  it  was  only  getting  $1^800.  I  laughed  at  the  idea  that  he 
should  stretch  himself  so  for  a  couple  of  hundred  dollars,  when  sev- 
eral men  were  standing  around  that  knew  it  was  not  so. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  charter  of  the  vessels 
for  the  Bauks  expedition  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  was  down  there  once  or  twice  while  they  were 
chartering  them,  but  1  don't  know  anything  about  that.  Commodore 
Brunt  and  Commodore  Yanderbilt  were  there.  I  know  some  of  the 
parties  were  talking  to  Waddell  and  wanted  boats  chartered,  and  one 
and  another  laughed  and  asked  why  they  could  not  get  such  and  such 
boats  chartered,  and  they  said  the  guessed  they  knew  why. 

Question.  Are  you  in  the  ship  business? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  ever  in  it  ? 

Answer.  I  used  to  be  in  Commodore  Vanderbilt's  employ. 

Question  Who  had  the  general  charge  of  the  transportation  here 
last  March,  and  since  last  March  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  Idon'tknow  who  the  quartermaster  was.  Colonel 
Ingalls  had  charge  of  our  boat,  when  she  first  went  into  the  employ  of 
the  government,  to  superintend  the  embarkation  of  the  troops  at 
Alexandria. 

Question.  How  happened  it  that  you  received  this  six  days'  extra 
pay? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  I  have  never  spoken  to  a  man  about  it  to 
inquire,  except  those  that  belonged  to  the  ooat. 
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Qnestion.  Who  was  the  agent  of  your  company  that  made  the  trans- 
actions here  ? 

Answer.  There  was  no  writing  for  our  boat.  We  were  not  deliv- 
ered at  Annapolis  according  to  the  original  agreement.  When  the 
other  boats  got  paid,  we  could  not  get  our  money  because  there  was 
no  charter — we  having  been  stopped  here  by  the  quartermaster.  We 
thought  it  was  wrong.  We  went  up  to  General  Van  Vleet,  and  he 
said  it  was  all  right,  if  Morgan  had  stopped  the  boat.  That  was  his 
agent.  He  had  stopped  the  boat  at  night  The  reason  they  detained 
her,  I  suppose,  was  because  the  batteries  were  moved,  and  all  the 
steamers  were  brought  up  here.     Those  from  Annapolis  came  up  here. 

Question.     When  did  you  receive  your  first  pay  ? 

Answer.  Well,  at  Harrison's  Landing  we  received  two  months  pay. 
It  was  after  the  seven  days'  fighting  there.  J  don't  know  what  month 
it  was,  but  I  think  it  was  in  July.  I  received  my  share  of  it  in  July. 
Perhaps  he,  Acker,  had  it  ten  days  before  I  met  the  boat.  I  was  with 
the  army,  and  did  not  meet  them  until  I  got  to  Harrison's  Landing. 

Question.  (By  Mr.  Morrill.)  Do  you  know  what  amount,  in  all,  has 
been  paid  to  the  boat  ?  What  have  been  the  total  earnings  of  that 
boat  under  this  charter  ? 

Answer.  March,  April,  May,  June,  and  July;  five  months,  at 
|13,500  a  month,  or  $450  a  day  ;  August,  September,  October,  No- 
vember,  December ;  five  months,  at  $337  a  day.  You  can  figure  it 
from  that.  When  we  paid  this  commission  we  understood  we  were 
paying  so  much  on  $100^100  ;  the  boat  had  earned  over  $100,000. 

Question.  Ton  manned  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  manned  the  boat,  and  our  boat  has  been 
rather  expensive.  We  have  furnished  a  good  many  liquors  for  par- 
ties aboard.  At  Harrison's  Landing  we  were  for  McClellan's  staff, 
and  a  good  many  officers  were  aboard  ;  and  we  were  running  flags  of 
truce.  The  boat's  expenses  to  us  would  average  about  $30  a  day  ; 
in  ordinary  business,  about  $25  a  day.  The  government  finds  the 
pilots.      We  man  and  provision  it,  and  it  costs  about  $30. 

Question.  The  profit  then  would  be  about  $420  a  day  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A  very  profitable  business? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  This  company  have  a  lot  of  boats — ^the  Connec- 
ticut, the  Long  Branch,  the  Highland  Light,  the  City  of  Hudson,  the 
South  America,  and  some  other  boats  whose  names  I  don't  know;  the 
Sylvan  Shore  also  has  just  arrived,  and  I  guess  she  is  chartered.  I 
heard  Mr.  Powers  speaking  about  buying  her  a  week  or  ten  days  ago. 
I  see  she  is  lying  here.     I  suppose  she  is  chartered. 

Question.  (By  the  chairman.)  Do  you  know  anything  about  the 
manner  in  which  these  gentlemen  of  that  company  conduct  their 
business? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  with  whom  they  make  their  contracts  for 
transportation? 

Answer.  With  Mr.  Tucker,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  make  that  contract  with  Mr.  Tucker,  or  through 
some  intermediate  agent?  ^         , 
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Answer.  I  don't  know.     I  never  made  any  inquiry. 

Quefition.  (By  Mr.  Morrill  )  Do  you  speak  of  these  boats  as  belong- 
ing to  one  company  ? 

Answer.  They  belonged  to  the  company  that  owns  the  other  half  of 
the  Metamora.  We  are  three  sutlers  that  bought  half  of  this  boat  to 
run  her  up  and  down  the  river.  When  this  boat  was  chartered  they 
got  all  the  others  chartered.  The  Conne<fticut  runs  between  New 
York  and  Hudson  City,  on  the  Hudson  river. 

Question.  (By  the  chairman.)  Do  you  know  any  other  facts  that  it 
is  material  for  us  to  know,  in  regard  to  government  transportation  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  sir.  I  don't  know  anything  about  any  boats 
except  the  Metamora,  and  the  matters  connected  with  it. 

Question.  Have  the  boats  been  as  profitable  as  that  as  a  general 
thing  ? 

Answer.  The  South  America  is  an  old  boat. 

Question.  In  what  employment  were  you  engaged  before  going  with 
the  army? 

Answer.  I  was  in  Commodore  Yanderbilt's  employ  for  a  year  or 
two.     I  was  agent  for  him  in  the  California  line. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  yourself  a  judge  of  vessels? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  have  been  to  sea  for  four  or  five  years,  but  I 
am  not  a  judge  of  vessels. 

LEWIS  BAKER. 


New  York,  Tuesday^  December  30,  1862. 
John  P.  Acker,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows : 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  State  your  residence  and  occupation  ? 

Answer.  I  make  my  home  here,  (St.  Nicholas  Hotel,  New  York.) 
I  have  a  place  up  in  the  country  at  Stuyvesant,  Columbia  county.  I 
have  made  my  home  here  since  1860,  when  I  opened  a  house. 

Question.  Have  you  been  employed  or  interested  in  furnishing 
transportation  to  the  United  States  army  during  the  present  insur- 
rection ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  vessels  are  you  interested  in  ? 

Answer.  I  am  interested  in  the  City  of  Hudson  and  the  steamboat 
Metamora,  and  some  few  boats  that  have  been  chartered  within  a  few 
days — the  Highland  Light  and  the  Monitor. 

Question.  Who  was  the  agent  with  whom  you  made  the  contract 
for  the  City  of  Hudson  ? 

Answer.  Captain  Hodges,  the  quartermaster  here. 

Question.  With  whom  did  you  contract  for  the  Metamora  ? 

Answer.  With  Capt.  Hodges. 

Question.  Who  contracted  for  the  Monitor  and  the  Highland 
Light? 

Answer.  Well,  those  I  did  not  charter,  but  I  have  w  interest  in 
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them.  I  chartered  two  boats.  The  City  of  Hudson  is  in  my  name, 
and  the  Metamora  is.  The  Highland  Light  I  don't  know  about. 
Mr.  Martin,  of  Hudson,  chartered  her.  I  have  a  small  interest  in 
her. 

Question.  Who  are  interested  in  the  City  of  Hudson  with  you  ? 

Answer.  The  Hudson  belongs  to  a  company  that  run  boats  between 
Hudson  and  Albany.  It  is  a  stock  company.  It  is  between  Albany 
and  Hudson,  or  Cattskill,  six  miles  below  Hudson.  They  have  been 
running  for  several  years.  The  company  is  composed  of  Milton 
Martin,  Mr.  Magoon,  of  Hudson,  a  lawyer,  whose  first  name  I  don't 
know,  and  Mr.  Alanson,  of  Albany. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  you  charter  the  city  of  Hudson  ? 

Answer.  August  17th,  1862*,  for  30  days. 

Question.  Then  the  charter  has  expired  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  she  kept  on.  They  chartered  them  for  30  days, 
with  the  privilege  of  keeping  them. 

Question.  At  what  rate? 

Answer.  The  first  charter  for  the  Hudson  was  at  $500  a  day;  since 
then  they  have  reduced  it  to  $350. 

Question.  Who  took  her  up  the  second  time  ? 

Answer.  She  was  taken  up  at  Fortress  Monroe,  by  Quartermaster 
Tompkins,  under  Gen.  Meigs.  She  is  now  employed  between  Old 
Point  and  Norfolk  as  a  mail-boat. 

Question.  Who  is  interested  with  you  in  the  Monitor  ? 

Answer.  Capt.  Powers,  and  Mr.  Martin,  and  Capt.  Loper,  of  Phil- 
adelphia ;  I  think  he  has  a  small  interest  in  her. 

Question.  Who  in  the  Highland  Light? 

Answer.  Mr.  Martin.  Mr.  Powers,  he  belongs  to  the  company, 
too,  and  the  two  Hudson  men;  and  Capt.  Loper  has  a  small  interest 
in  her^  I  think. 

Question.  At  w&at  rate? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  I  understood  that  it  was  $300  a  day  for 
the  Monitor  and  Highland  Light  each. 

Question.  Who  was  the  ship's  husband,  or  the  man  who  chartered 
it  as  agent  of  the  company  ? 

Answer.  Captain  Powers. 

Question.  Who  were  the  owners  of  the  Metamora  ? 

Answer.  Our  company  owns  half  of  her.  Half  of  her  is  owned 
by  B  Van  Yalkenberg  and  Richard  Piatt.  We  sold  half  of  her  to 
those  gentlemen. 

Question.  When  was  she  chartered  ? 

Answer.  She  was  chartered  last  March. 

Question.  At  what? 

Answer.  At  $400  a  day. 

Question.  Is  she  still  employed  by  government? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir,  she  is  employed  around  Fortress  Monroe  as  a  fla^ 
of  truce  boat. 

Question.  Where  are  the  Monitor  and  the  Highland  Light  em- 
ployed ? 

Answer.  At  Washiugton,  between  there  and  Acquia  creek.  They 
have  only  been  there  a  month. 
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Question.  What  is  the  tonnage  of  these  vessels  ? 

Answer.  The  Hudson  is  about  600  tons.  The  Metamora  is  aboat 
425  to  450,  I  think.  The  Highland  Light  about  450  to  500  tons. 
The  Metamora  is  reduced  twenty-five  per  cent,  since,  which  gives 
$337  a  day. 

Question.  Do  you  furnish  the  navigators,  men,  laborers,  &c. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.     We  furnish  all  the  crew,  laborers,  &c. 

Question.  Have  you  been  interested  in  any  others? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  no  others  until  to  day.  We  sent  one  off  to-day. 
The  government  sent  here  for  an  ice  boat,  a  heavy  built  boat  for  ice. 
I  happened  to  be  in  Commodore  Van  Brunt's  office,  and  he  asked  me 
where  he  could  get  such  a  boat — a  staunch  boat  to  carry  freight  and 
keep  the  Potomac  open,  if  possible.  I  said  I  would  look,  and  I  looked 
around  for  two  days  until  I  found  one  I  thought  would  answer.  He 
said  he  thought  she  would,  and  desired  me  to  fix  her  up.  I  have 
been  at  it  for  two  days,  or  had  my  men  at  it.  She  is  sheathed  with 
heavy  plank  and  iron.  They  have  been  at  work  upon  her  for  the  last 
fifty  hours  day  and  night.  She  went  off  to  day  at  11  o'clock  for  the 
Potomac.  I  have  been  on  the  river  before  I  commenced  this  house, 
(St.  Nicholas  Hotel.)  I  fitted  np  the  old  Isaac  Newton  and  other 
boats.  I  have  been  steamboating  a  good  many  years  and  know 
something  about  it.  From  there  I  came  to  this  house.  I  know  about 
all  the  boats  on  the  rivers.  I  had  this  boat  fitted  up  just  to  take  her 
out  there.  General  Meigs  had  sent  on  for  such  a  boat,  and  she  went 
to-day.  But  there  has  been  no  charter  made  for  her  yet,  and  no 
price  fixed  for  her.  General  Van  Vliet  left  it  to  me.  1  told  him  I 
would  get  the  boat,  and  I  told  him  to  give  whatever  he  thought 
proper.  The  steamboat  is  called  the  John  Brooks,  and  is  about  1,000 
tons.  She  went  before  in  government  employ  at  $800  a  day.  That 
was  last  spring,  in  General  McClellan's  expedition. 

Question.  By  whom  was  she  chartered? 

Answer.  By  Captain  Hodges. 

Question.  Have  you  or  your  company  found  it  necessary,  in  order 
to  effect  your  charters  with  government,  to  pay  commissions  to  any 
agents  or  go-betweens  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Has  your  company  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  As  I  am  a  husband  of  these  boats  I  have  not 
paid  out  anything. 

Question.  Was  anything  paid  to  anybody  to  secure  favorable  terms 
for  the  City  of  Hudson,  or  to  induce  any  government  agent  to  retain 
her  in  the  government  employment. 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  anything  ever  paid  for  the  same  purpose  for  the 
Metamora  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  your  company  ever  pay  to  a  man  named  Danforth 
any  money  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  For  any  purpose  ? 
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Answer.  No,  sir,  I  have  not.  I  answer  now  for  the  Metamora  and 
the  City  of  Hudson. 

Qaestion.  Do  70a  know  of  a  percentage  having  been  paid  by  any 
person  who  chartered  vessels  to  government  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  such.  I  heard  it  reported  around  last 
spring  or  last  summer  that  such  was  the  case. 

Question.  Do  you  know  it  of  your  own  knowledge  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Question.  How  much  has  your  company  received  as  pay  for  the 
City  of  Hudson? 

Answer.  I^he  has  been  there  since  the  17th  of  August.  She  was 
there  about  six  weeks,  under  the  charter  of  $500  a  day.  The  balance 
of  the  time  she  has  been  there  at  |350  a  day. 

Question.  What  is  the  expense  of  running  her  ? 

Answer.  I  should  judge  that  the  expense  of  running  her  was  about 
$75  a  day,  from  that  to  $100.  We  have  run  her  for  |75,  but  it  costs 
more  now.  We  used  to  get  our  men  for  about  half  what  we  give  for 
them  now  there. 

Question.  What  is  her  value? 

Answer.  She  cost  us  about  $60,000. 

Question.  How  much  have  you  received  for  the  Metamora. 

Answer.  She  has  been  there  ten  months  the  first  of  January.  Part 
of  the  time,  up  to  August  I,  she  was  getting  $450  a  day. 

Question.  What  did  it  cost  to  run  her? 

Answer.  About  the  same,  sir.  ' 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  you  have  been  getting  $337 
since. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  was  that  charter-party  on  the  Metamora  com- 
menced ? 

Answer.  On  the  first  of  March. 

Question.  Did  you  deliver  her  to  the  government  at  that  time? 

Answer.  No^  sir ;  she  started  from  here  in  February,  and  was  used 
then  ;  she  ran  a  while  on  the  Potomac,  and  the  government  took  her 
up  ;  she  was  then  around  at  Washington. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  day  the  government  took  her  up? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  the  28th  or  29th  when  the  order  cime,  sir  ; 
and  then  we  had  to  fit  her  up.  It  was  some  two  days  before  she  went 
to  work,  but  we  were  getting  her  ready — getting  her  water  and  coal. 
She  had  to  get  casks  there.  It  took  her  about  two  days  to  get  to  work. 
I  think  the  Navy  Department  took  her  one  day  to  go  down  to  Acquia 
creek.     It  was  some  two  or  three  days  before  she  was  taken. 

Question.  I  understand  the  charter-party  is  dated  March  1st. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  your  pay  commence  at  that  time? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  she  undergone  repairs  since  then  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where? 

Answer.  At  Baltimore. 

Question.  To  what  extent?  ^         ^ 
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Answer.  I  should  jud^e  that  the  whole  of  the  repairs  must  have 
come  to  about  $2,200  to  $2,600  ;  I  cannot  say  exactly. 

Question.  Did  the  company  pay  for  these  repairs,  or  the  govern- 
ment? 

Answer.  The  government  paid  for  them. 

Question.  How  long  was  she  in  the  yard? 

Answer.  She  was  there  ten  days. 

Question.  Did  your  charter-party  continue  then,  and  were  you 
paid  for  that  time  ? 

Answer-  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  came  Captain  Loper  interested  in  these  boats? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  The  Monitor  was  a  new  boat,  and  he 
bought  an  interest  in  her  with  Captain  Powers. 

Question.  Did  Captain  Loper  live  here? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  he  is  a  citizen  of  Philadelphia. 

Question.  He  bought  an  interest  with  Captain  Powers? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  bought  an  interest  in  her  just  the  same  as  I 
did.     Captain  Powers  built  the  boat.     She  is  a  new  boat. 

Question.  Do'you  know  what  he  paid  for  his  interest?  How  large 
is  his  interest  ? 

Answer.  That  I  could  not  say.  Whether  it  is  one-sixth  or  one- 
fifth  or  one-seventh  or  one-eighth  I  don't  know. 

Question.  What  did  either  of  these  boats,  Monitor  and  Highland 
Light,  cost  ? 

Answer.  1  don't  know  what  the  Monitor  cost.  The  Highland 
Light  cost  about  $35,000.  She  cost  about  $32,000,  and,  then,  the  re- 
pairs made  about  $36,000. 

Question.  What  was  the  value  of  the  Metamora? 

Answer.  The  value  of  the  Metamora  was  about  $25,000.  I  bought 
her  last  winter  to  run  her  up  to  Albany.  The  parties  were  in  dif- 
ficulty, and  she  had  to  be  sold,  and  we  bought  the  boat  at  a  very  low 
price. 

Question.  Where  is  the  Highland  Light  used  at  this  time? 

Answer.  She  is  used  between  Acquia  creek  and  Washington  city, 
I  understand.    She  has  been  gone  about  three  weeks. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  the  Metamora  having  been  used,  while 
she  was  in  the  employ  of  the  government,  for  the  private  purposes  of 
any  of  the  stockholders? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  yau  know  of  her  transporting  private  supplies  for 
sutlers  and  others  to  Harrison's  Landing,  or  anything  of  the  sort? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Still  she  might  have  done  it  without  my  knowing 
it.  as  I  was  not  there. 

Question.  Who  directed  the  repairs  that  were  put  upon  her  in  Bal- 
timore ? 

Answer.  Major  Belger. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  neither  you  nor  your  com- 
pany have  ever,  directly  or  indirectly,  paid,  or  promised  to  pay,  nor  do 
you  hold  yourself  under  any  obligation  in  equity  or  law  to  pay,  to 
any  person,  any  sum  of  money  or  property  in  consideration  of  his 
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or  tbeir  having  assisted  you  in  secaring  a  contract,  or  in  seenring 
favorable  terms,  of  any  description  whatever. 

Answer.  I  have  not  paid  anything,  sir,  to  any  gentleman  ;  that  is, 
no  commission  at  all.  As  to  the  repairs  on  the  Metamora,  I  will  say 
this  to  yon :  the  order  was  given  for  her  repairs  by  the  government 
in  this  way :  she  run  from  Fortress  Monroe  over  to  Cherry  Stone  inlet ; 
she  carried  despatches  for  the  government  before  the  telegraph  was 
laid  there ;  she  made  two  or  three  trips  a  day  across  there ;  it  is  a 
very  dangerous  place,  boisterous  and  rough ;  at  one  time  she  was 
ordered  to  go  when  no  other  vessel  would  go.  Mr.  Tucker  was  there 
one  night  and  ordered  her  to  go  out,  but  the  captain  refused  to  go;  Mr. 
Tucker  said  the  Baltimore  despatches  must  go,  and  if  the  vessel  was 
damaged,  he  said^  ^'  I  will  see  that  the  government  pays  it;"  she  went 
out,  and  she  was  strained  and  damaged;  Mr.  Tucker  said,  '*  I  think  it 
isno  more  than  just  and  right  that  government  should  pay  this  expense; 
your  time  shall  not  be  lost,  and  she  shall  be  repaired  ;"  she  was  only 
^nne  ten  days,  as  the  records  will  show  ;  I  employed  a  man  last  spring 
m  Washington,  for  a  while,  to  see  to  my  affairs  there  which  I  could 
not  attend  to,  among  other  things,  the  Metamora,  for  which  I  paid 
some  $200. 

Question.  Who  was  that  man  ? 

Answer.  Captain  Schultz.  I  paid  him  for  seeing  to  the  boat  for  a 
couple  of  months,  which  amounted  to  a  few  hundred  dollars,  and  which 
I  paid  him;  his  name  is  E.  Schultz;  he  was  an  agent  which  the 
company  authorized  me  to  employ  to  see  to  the  boat ;  I  did  not  call  it 
the  company ;  I  asked  him  to  assist  me  and  see  to  the  boat,^  which  he 
was  kind  enough  to  do,  and  1  made  him  a  present  of  some  amount ;  I 
think  it  was  some  four  or  five  hundred  dollars,  along  in  April  or  May  ; 
I  look  upon  that  as  nothing  more  than  what  is  right ;  some  might 
call  that  a  commission  ;  I  do  not ;  I  asked  him  to  see  to  our  business, 
and  he  did  so. 


WAsniNGTON,  Friday y  January  30,  1863. 

John  P.  Ackbr,  recalled,  testified  further,  as  follows  : 
Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  Were  the  charter-parties  of  the  City  of  Hudson  and  the 
Metamora  signed  by  Captain  Hodges? 

Answer.  They  were. 

Question.  Were  the  terms  upon  which  they  were  to  be  chartered 
determined  by  Mr.  Tucker  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  in  the  case  of  the  Metamora  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were. 

Question.  Was  it  not  so  with  all  these  vessels  ? 

Answer.  About  the  City  of  Hudson  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Mr.  Tucker  directed  and  Captain  Hodges  executed  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Tucker  about  the  City  of  Hudson  at  all, 
but  I  presume  Captain  Hodges  had  his  orders  from  Mr.  Tucker. 

Question.  Is  Captain  Loper  interested  in  the  Citj  of  Hudson!S{e 
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Answer.  He  is  not,  sir.  She  is  owned  entirely  bj  the  Hudson  and 
Albany  Steamboat  Company.     She  runs  from  Cattskill. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Tucker  direct  the  repairs  to  be  made  opon  the 
Metamora  ? 

Answer.  He  did.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  in  which 
he  gave  the  direction  : 

''  Fort  Monrob,  May  16, 1862. 

^'Dbar  Sir:  The  steamer  Metamora  was  called  upon  to  perform 
some  extra-hazardous  service,  in  doing  which  she  sprung  her  guard, 
and  otherwise  strained  herself.  She  will  be  sent  to  Baltimore  in  a 
day  or  tw^  for  some  repairs  of  her  hull,  rendered  necessary  by  this 
service.  It  is  the  opinion  of  all  the  officers  here  who  know  the  cir- 
cumstances (in  which  I  concur)  that  the  cost  of  these  repairs  should 
be  boroe  by  the  government.  Ydu  will  please  have  her  repaired  <m 
soon  as  possible,  and  return  her  here,  as  she  is  most  useful. 
'*  Yours,  respectfully, 

"  JOHN  TUCKER, 
''  AssMant  Secretary  of  War. 
**  Major  J.  Belger, 

^^  AssislofU  Quartermaster  J  Baltimore." 

Question.  State  now,  if  you  please,  whether  you,  as  the  ship's  hus- 
band of  the  Metamora,  or  any  other  boat,  or  as  the  owner  or  part 
owner,  paid  any  commission,  lee,  or  reward,  or  promised  auy  to  any 
person  for  his  pervices  in  connexion  with  securing  charter-parties  for 
you? 

Answer.  None  at  all,  sir^  except  the  money  I  paid  Schultz,  as  I  said 
to  you  before,  and  to  Mr.  John  IJanforth. 

Question.  Who  is  Danforth? 

Answer.  John  B.  Danforth  lives  in  New  York  ;  he  makes  his  head- 
quarters at  the  Brevoort  House.  He  says  be  takes  his  meals  there. 
He  rooms  near  by  there  ;  he  is  to  be  found  there.  He  also,  I  believe, 
is  a  farmer  in  Westchester  county,  and  he  has  some  dock  property  in 
New  York.  I  can  now  state  that  I  paid  him,  by  the  order  of  my  board 
of  directors,  about  $3,000.  It  was  three  thousand  and  some  hundred 
dollars  ;  1  forget  just  the  exact  amount  which  he  claimed.  It  was  for 
commissions  upon  the  Metamora,  which  one  of  my  associates  had 
promised  to  pay,  which  I  knew  nothing  about ;  and  I  protested  against 
paying  it,  but  he  urged  me  to  pay  them^  and  I  was  obliged  to  do  so. 

Question.  By  a  vote  of  your  directors? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  by  a  vote  of  the  majority  of  our  directors.  They 
told  me  I  must  pay  it.  His  claim  was  more,  but  they  compromised  it 
by  paying  some  three  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  What  did  he  claim  it  for? 

Answer.  He  claimed  $5,000,  which  he  said  one  of  the  parties  had 
promised  him. 

Question.  Laptain  Power  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  which  I  knew  nothing  of  at  all.  I  was  in 
Washington  at  the  time. 

Question.  That  was  the  only  money  of  the  kind  you  ever  paid  ? 
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Answer.  Tes,  sir  ;  that  and  to  Schuliz. 

Question.  Or  ever  promised  to  pay  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  since  I  have  not  paid  one  dollar  as  com- 
mission on  any  of  my  boats,  or  boats  tliat  I  am  connected  with. 

Question.  Where  does  Captain  Power  live  ? 

Answer.  Greorge  H.  Power  lives  at  Hudson.  I  believe  Danforth 
told  me  he  received  something  upon  the  Brooks  and  the  Kent.  The 
Kent  was  chartered  by  Mr.  Tucker  of  a  man  named  Brett.  The  Brooks 
was  owned  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  a  company  of  seven  or  eight  or  nine 
others,  of  which  he  is  president.  Captain  Brooks,  of  Bridgeport,  Con- 
necticut, owns  part.  I  think  I  heard  him  (Danforth)  say  he  got  some 
commission  on  her.  I  don't  know  whether  he  said  one  thousand  or 
not,  but  I  know  he  got  some,  and  was  promised  some  more.  I  don't 
know  how  much  he  got  on  the  Kent.  Those  were  the  only  two  I  ever 
heard  him  say  any  thing  about.  What  Captain  Powersis  getting  I  cannot 
say.  I  know  he  is  getting  some  commission.  Mr.  Chapin,  1  believe, 
objected  to  paying  this.  I  believe  it  was  claimed  because  he  intro- 
duced him  to  Mr.  Tucker. 


Philadelphia,  Friday^  January  2,  1863. 
William  M.  Bairi),  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 
Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  Where  is  your  place  of  business,  and  what  is  your  occu- 
pation? 

Answer.  My  principal  occupation  is  agent  for  the  Philadelphia 
Steam  Propeller  Company.  My  .business  is  and  has  been  between 
Philadelphia  and  New  York.  My  place  of  business  is  at  132  South 
Wharves  street,  on  Delaware  avenue. 

Question.  Have  you  a  partner? 

Answer.  I  have  not,  sir;  although  the  title  is  ''  William  M.  Baird 
&  Co."     I  have  no  partner  in  business. 

Question.  State,  if  you  please,  whether  or  not  you  have  furnished, 
during  the  last  year^  any  transportation  to  the  United  States  army. 

Answer.  I  have  not  directly,  sir;  although  this  company  that  I  am 
attached  to  has  furnished  a  number  of  steamers  for  that  purpose. 

Question.  Have  you  furnished  them  as  the  agent  of  the  company  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Who  has  been  the  agent  through  whom  the  charters 
were  made  to  the  government  ? 

Answer.  I  think  probably  through  Captain  Loper.  The  charters 
have  been  made  through  him,  although  1  signed  some  of  the  charter- 
parties  as  treasurer  of  the  company. 

Question.  Did  you  state  who  your  partner  was? 

Answer.  I  said  I  had  no  partner,  although  I  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness in  the  name  of  William  M.  Baird  &  Co. 

Question.  Is  Mr.  Loper  a  partner  of  yours? 

Answer.  He  is  not. 

Question.  Has  he  ever  been  ?  ^         , 

Answer.  He  has.  Digitized  by  vjOOglC 
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Qaestion.  When  did  joar  partnership  oesse? 

Answer.  I  think  it  must  have  been  six  or  eight  years  ago. 

Question.  What  is  Mr.  Loper's  full  name? 

Answer.  Richard  F.  Loper. 

Question.  Do  jou  do  business  at  the  same  office  ? 

Answer.  He  has  an  office  above  me  in  the  same  building.  I  might 
say  in  this  connexion  he  is  president  of  our  company. 

Question.  State  what  vessels  were  chartered  by  the  company  of 
which  you  are  a  member  to  Captain  Loper,  as  the  agent  of  the  gov* 
ernment.  What  vessels  belonging  to  the  transportation  company, 
of  which  you  are  the  treasurer,  were  chartered  by  the  government? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  he  is  or  was  agent  of  government. 
There  have  been  a  number  chartered  to  the  government,  the  steam 
propeller  Planet,  the  steam  propeller  Sophia. 

Question.  The  steamer  Alger  and  the  John  B.  Thompson? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  The  Oneida? 

Answer.  There  was  a  barge  called  the  Oneida  that  went  down  tem- 
porarily for  a  short  period,  I  think  with  coal. 

Question.  Was  that  in  April,  1861  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  aoout  that  time. 

Question.  The  steamer  New  York ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  that  belongs  to  the  express  company. 

Question.  The  steamer  Middlesex,  was  she  let  to  the  government? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  she  is  a  barge.  She  was  let  for  a  short  period; 
the  steamer  Planet  and  the  steamer  Josephine. 

Question.  Have  you  any  connexion  with  the  Baltimore  and  Phila- 
delphia Steamboat  Company  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Has  Captain  Loper  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  he  has.     I  don't  know  it  in  any  way. 

Question.  Have  you  or  Captain  Loper  any  interest  in  the  Phila- 
delphia Express  Steamboat  Company  ? 

Answer.  We  did  have,  in  the  organization  of  that  company.  There 
were  to  be  four  boats  sold  to  them  originally  that  formerly  composed 
part  of  our  line..  It  would  require  that  I  should  go  into  a  little  his- 
tory to  explain  that.  We  formerly  had  an  exclusive  line  on  the  Dela- 
ware and  Baritan  canal  for  the  carriage  of  merchandise,  and  the  canal 
company  gave  that  privilege  to  this  express  line  that  was  formed. 
That  was  the  title  of  the  company  afterwards,  and  we  let  them  have 
four  steamboats  at  a  fixed  price,  and  we  were  to  take  so  much  stock 
of  their  concern.  I  think  it  was  $15,000  or  $20,000  that  our  com- 
pany was  to  own  in  the  other  company,  although  I  have  never  seen 
any  of  that  stx>ck  yet. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  that  contract  made? 

Answer.  This  is  the  second  year,  sir;  it  was  made  in  either  1860 
or  1861.     I  think  it  was  in  1860. 

Question.  Who  was  to  have  that?  you  and  Captain  Loper? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  the  Philadelphia  Steam  Propeller  Company. 

Question.  Of  how  many  is  that  company  composed? 

Answer.  I  suppose  there  must  be,  maybe,  a  hundred  or^more  stock- 
holders. .  y,u...  y  Google 
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Question.  You  are  one  of  the  stockholders  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Mr.  Loper  is  another? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  amount  have  you  ? 

Answer.  A  little  over  $20,000. 

Question.  What  amount  has  Captain  Loper? 

Answer.  He  did  have  |60,000  or  |70,000.  Mr.  Thomas  Sparks  is 
one  of  the  stockholders,  and  has  $40,000  or  $50,000. 

Question.  Did  you  or  Captain  Loper  have  any  interest  in  the  New 
York  and  Baltimore  Transportation  Line  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  the  Oneida,  the  Middlesex,  the  Planet^ 
and  the  Josephine  to  be  what  are  called  barges  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  the  first  two,  the  Oneida  and  the  Middlesex  are 
barges,  and  the  others  are  steam  propellers. 

Question.  What  is  their  tonnage? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  the  tonnage.  I  think  the  registered 
tonnage  of  the  Middlesex  is  135  or  140  tons;  probably  she  might 
carry  140  tons  of  coal. 

Question.  Are  you  interested  in  any  boat,  steamer,  or  sailing  ves- 
sel now  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States  government  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not,  sir;  but  I  am  only  interested  as  a  stockhoLler 
in  any  boats  that  have  been  in  government  employ. 

Question.  Are  those  boats  still  in  the  employ  of  the  government? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  some  of  them  are. 

Question.  State  what  ones,  in  which  you  are  interested,  are  now  in 
the  employment  of  the  government. 

Witness.  As  a  stockholder  ? 

The  Chairmak.  In  any  way. 

Answer.  I  am  only  interested  as  a  stockholder  at  the  present  time. 
The  Middlesex  is  not  now  in.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  can  recall 
the  names  from  memory;  the  Josephine,  the  Planet.  If  I  had  a  list 
it  would  refresh  my  memory. 

Question.  The  Oneida? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  she  is  not  in. 

Question.  The  Middlesex  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  she  is  not  in.  The  Planet  is  here  at  the  present 
time,  bat  I  cannot  speak  with  certainty  whether  she  is  now  employed 
or  not. 

Question.  Have  they  been  emploved  by  the  government  since  April, 
1861  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  guess  the  Josephine  and  the  Planet  have  been 
in  ever  since  1861. 

Question.  Are  they  continued  upon  the  same  charter-parties  that 
were  then  executed  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  am  really  a  little  at  fault  there;  I  cannot  tell 
you,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  amount  the  government  is  paying  you 
for  the  Planet  per  day  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  sir.  ^  . 

Question.  Or  for  the  Middlesex  ?  Digitized  byCjOOgle 
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Answer.  The  Middlesex,  I  think,  was  paid  something  like  fifteen 
or  twenty  dollars  a  day  when  she  was  employed. 

Question.  It  was  thirty  dollars. 

Answer.  Was  it?  She  is  not  employed  now.  It  was  only  a  tempo* 
rary  employment  for  a  short  period. 

Question.  Is  she  in  the  employment  of  the  government  now  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  the  Josephine  still  employed? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  her  tonnage? 

Answer.  Her  tonnage  I  don't  recollect,  but  I  suppose  that  vessel 
would  carry  about  226  or  250  tons. 

Question.  She  was  chartered  on  the  29th  of  April,  1861;  has  she 
been  continued  ever  since  under  the  same  charter  ? 

Answer.  I  think  she  has,  sir;  there  was  a  little  period  that  I  did 
hear  that  they  had  reduced  some  of  the  charters,  but  I  do  not  know  it. 

Question.  Would  you  not,  as  treasurer  of  the  company,  know  it,  if 
they  reduced  it  ? 

Answer.  The  president  might  sign  it  or  I  might. 

Question.  Would  it  not  be  reported  to  you? 

Answer.  I  have  not  had  a  very  full,  account  of  the  company's  a£fairs 
under  these  charters.  There  was  some  little  delay  in  the  collections; 
they  were  not  embodied  in  the  accounts  last  year — a  great  many  were 
not. 

Question.  Have  you  acted  as  the  agent  for  any  other  parties  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  vessels  Captain  Loper  is  interested  in 
now  that  are  in  the  government  employ  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question    Do  you  know  of  any  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  see  vessels  all  around  me,  but  I  cannot  tell, 
because  I  have  never  asked  the  question.  He  is  a  brother-in-law  of 
mine,  I  might  mention  here,  but  I  have  never  asked  him  any  questions. 

Question.  Has  he  not  told  you? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  has  not  given  uie  any  information  on  that  sub- 
ject at  all,  and  I  have  not  asked  him  any  questions.  It  was  not  vol- 
untary on  his  part  and  I  have  not  asked. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  no  vessel  in  which  Captain 
Loper  is  interested — 

Witness,  (interposing  )  No,  sir,  I  would  not  state  that;  I  do  not 
know  either  way  ;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  has  or  has  not.  I  pre- 
sume that  he  is  interested  in  vessels,  but  it  is  only  presumption. 

Question.  Do  you  know  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  You  say  you  know  of  no  vessel  in  the  employment  of  the 
United  States  government  in  which  Captain  Loper  is  interested  ? 

Answer.  Let  me  qualify  that,  sir.  There  is  a  steamboat  here  called 
the  Burnside  that  has  been  employed  by  the  government,  (and  I  think 
used,  although  1  have  had  no  direct  intimation  of  it,)  in  which  he  was 
interested  to  the  extent  of  one-sixth  or  one-fourth.  There  may  be  other 
vessels  in  the  same  way,  but  I  do  not  know  it  as  a  matter  of  fact,  or 
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fts  a  certainty     It  is  eaid  that  he  is  interested  to  the  extent  of  a  quar- 
ter in  this  Bnrnside. 

Qaestion.  Do  yon  know  of  his  having  any  interest  in  the  Monitor  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Qaestion.  Do  yon  know  of  his  having  any  interest  in  the  Northern 
Light? 

Answer    I  never  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  of  his  having  any  interest  in  the  Metamora  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Qaestion.  Do  you  know  of  his  having  any  interest  in  the  City  of 
Hudson  ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  of  it,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he.  ever  tell  you  that  he  had  an  interest  in  any  vessvl 
other  than  these  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Not  as  president  of  the  company  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  He  may  have  an  interest  in  them  all  for  aught 
I  know. 

Question.  Has  he  never  stated  in  your  presence  that  he  had  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  never  received  any  amount  or  any  percentage 
upon  vessels  chartered  to  the  United  States  government  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not,  sir.  Let  me  qualify  that  a  little,  sir.  In 
making  up  my  monthly  accounts  with  our  company,  I  did  put;  in  an 
item,  '^commisdions  on  account  of  charters,  $450  "  for  the  month. 
They  were  taken  from  my  husiness,  as  agent,  running  between  this 
and  New  York,  and  chartered  to  tho  goy^rnment,  and^  upon  consul- 
tation with  some  of  the  stockholders^  it  was  thought  that  I  should  have 
a  commission,  as  my  business  had  been  interrupted  and  interferred 
with  by  this  transfer  to  government  of  these  vessels;  and,  hence,  I 
charged  on  account  of  commissions  that  amount,  $450,  every  month 
of  last  year  that  these  vessels  were  employed. 

Question.  Have  you,  directly  or  indirectly,  through  yourself,  or 
through  another,  received  any  sum  of  money,  or  any  advantage,  pe- 
cuniary or  otherwise,  from  the  charter  of  vessels^  except  as  you  have 
stated  in  your  testimony  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know,  what  connexion  Captain  Loper  has  with 
these  contracts  ? 

Answer.  I  really  have  not  the  slightest  idea,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  his  being  interested  in  any  way,  directly 
or  indirectly,  with  A.  C.  Hall,  of  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  I  really  know  nothing  about  it,  except  that  Mr.  Hall  sup- 
plied some  of  these  vessels  down  there  with  supplies,  and  they  drew 
on  me  for  small  amounts,  not  exceeding  $100  at  a  time,  and  for  little 
advances  made  by  him  to  the  captains. 

Qaestion.  Do  you  know  of  no  other  connexion  between  Mr.  Hall 
and  Captain  Loper  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not,  sir. 
Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  connexion  between  Captain  Loper 
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and  Mr.  Powers,  of  Hodeon,  New  York,  or  did  yon  ever  hear  Captain 
Loper  say  he  had  any  conDexion  with  Mr.  Powers  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  it,  sir.     I  never  have  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Or  with  a  Mr.  Martin? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Or  a  Mr.  Acker? 

Answer.  No  sir. 

Question.  Nor  any  other  party  or  persons? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  say  or  admit  to  any  person  that  yon  had 
made  or  received  as  part  of  your  compensation  in  connexion  with  these 
vessels  eleven  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.     I  have  received  a  dividend,  sir,  from  the  concern. 

Question.  From  the  charter  of  these  vessels  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  it  runs  in  that  way,  of  something,  ten  or  twelve 
thousand  dollars. 

Question.  A  dividend,  as  a  member  of  the  company? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  But  as  regards  my  telling  that  I  had  received 
directly  eleven  or  twelve  thousand  dollars,  I  do  not  know  any  other 
way  that  I  could  have  received  it. 

Question.  Was  that  an  equal  'pro  rata  dividend  made  among  all  the 
stockholders  of  your  company? 

Answer.  Yes^  sir.    So  I  understood  it. 

Question.  These  vessels  that  were  chartered  in  April,  1861,  were 
chartered  by  your  company  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir 

Question.  Of  which  you  are  the  treasurer  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Of  that  company  Captain  Loper  is  president  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  find  by  the  report  submitted  to  the  Senate  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  on  the  24th  of  March,  1862,  that  Captain  Loper  was 
the  party  through  whom  they  were  chartered.  How  does  it  happen 
that  Captain  Loper  was  acting  both  as  the  agent  of  the  government 
and  as  the  agent  of  your  company  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know^  sir. 

Question.  Did  Captain  Loper,  to  your  knowledge,  receive  any  com- 
pensation for  his  services  in  this  connexion  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  he  has  received  anything  from  us  yet, 
sir. 

Question.  Not  from  you,  but  I  ask  if  he  has  received  anything  from 
the  government? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Have  you  never  heard  him  say? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  what  he  has  received  or 
anything  about  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  constituted  Captain  Loper  the  agent 
of  the  government  to  charter  these  vessels. 

Answer.  I  really  do  not,  sir. 

Question.  Is  the  steamer  Sophia,  belonging  to  your  company,  still 
in  the  employment  of  the  government  ?  r^         i 
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Answer.  I  think  she  is,  sir. 

Question.  Is  the  steamer  Thomas  Sparks  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  the  steamer  H.  Burden  ? 

Answer.  She  has  just  started  from  here,  sir,  under  a  charter  from 
Bishop,  Simons  &  Co.,  on  Arch  street;  she  just  started  some  four  or 
five  days  ago  to  tow  down  some  coal. 

Question.  Were  Bishop,  Simons  &  Go.  acting  as  agents  of  the  gov- 
ernment ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  they  are  acting  as  agents.  They 
are  taking  up  vessels,  and  those  were  taken  up.  We  had  some  three 
or  four  other  vessels  on  our  line  to  New  York,  and  they  have  been  all 
taken.  Most  of  the  steamers  about  here  have  been  taken  up  recently 
for  this  purpose. 

Question.     Who  has  taken  them  up  ? 

Answer.  I  understand  the  owners  acted  only  with  Bishop,  Simons 
&  Co.    I  have  referred  all  our  barge  captains  for  charters  to  tnis  house. 

Question.  How  are  freights  at  this  time,  compared  with  what  they 
were  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1861  ?  What  have  been  the  com- 
parative value  of  charter-parties  ? 

Answer.  Just  at  present  the  demand  is  very  great  for  steam.  I 
should  suppose  that  at  the  present  time  steam  was  fully  as  valuable 
and  may  be  more  valuable  than  in  1861. 

Question.  How  was  it  in  February,  1862 — nearly  a  year  ago  ? 

Witness.  Do  you  mean  for  vessels  plying  on  the  river  here  ? 

The  Chairman.  Yes,  sir;  such  vessels  as  those  belonging  to  your 
company.     Are  they  higher  or  lower  now  than  they  were  then  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  have  had  so  little  to  do  with  this  business 
that  I  really  cannot  tell  you.  I  can  answer  generally,  that  steam  now 
is  very  valuable,  and  almost  any  kind  of  vessel  can  procure  business, 
if  they  have  steam  in  it. 

Question.  At  what  rate  are  you  now  receiving  pay  for  the  Thomas 
Sparks  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know,  sir;  I  do  not  exactly  know  what  it 
is.  I  must  say  I  have  not  examined,  nor  have  I  the  custody  of  these 
things,  and  I  cannot  give  you  that  information.  I  believe  she  was 
originally  chartered  at  about  $160  or  flTO,  but  I  do  not  know.  It 
would  be  only  guess-work  on  my  part,  although  I  signed  the  charters 
of  some  of  them. 

Question.  Does  the  steamer  P.  T.  Hart  belong  to  your  company? 

Answer.  She  did  originally ,  but  was  last.  She  was  called  the  Fanny^ 
but  her  name  was  changed.  It  strikes  me  that  the  smaller  craft  of 
these  vessels — those  carrying  from  100  to  160  tons — were  let  for  about 
$135  to  $140;  the  larger  vessels  of  from  160  to  200  tons  run  up  to 
$175  or  $200. 

Question.  You  say  you  do  not  know  when  Mr.  Loper  was  employed, 
nor  by  whom,  to  act  as  the  government  agent  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  knew,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  of  any  interest  that  he  now  has  in  any 
transportation  of  the  government,  except  through  this  company  ? 
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ADRwer.  None,  with  the  exception  of  this  Burnside,  and  that  is 
hearsay.     He  may  have  twenty  otliers,  bat  I  do  not  know  it. 

Question  You  know  of  no  interest  that  he  has  as  a  partner  of  any 
broker  or  agent  who  is  furnishing  transportation  to  government  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Neither  of  your  own  knowledge  nor  by  information? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  expect  he  will  realize  and  I  presume  the  com- 

Eany  will  allow  him  some  commission  for  collections.  It  is  the  general 
elief  that  that  is  the  intention,  sir. 

Question.  What  dividend  did  your  company  make  the  last  time  it 
was  declared  ? 

Answer.  The  last  time  we  made  a  dividend  I  realized  fifty  per  cent. 

Question.  Fifty  per  cent,  for  how  long  a  time? 

Answer.  For  one  year. 

Question.  What  did  you  realize  last  year  ? 

Answer.  We  generally  range  from  ten  to  twenty  per  cent. 

Question.  What  was  it  last  year? 

Answer.  That  was  the  one  I  spoke  of— fifty  per  cent.  That  was  the 
largest  dividend  I  ever  realized. 

Question.   When  was  that  declared  ? 

Answer.  We  got  it  some  two  weeks  ago. 

Question.  Commencing  at  what  time,  and  ending  at  what  time  ? 

Answer.  Some  of  these  charters  were  not  engrossed  in  last  year, 
and  the  profits  go  into  this  year^  the  president  stated,  and  that  it  was 
to  be  divided  among  the  stockholders. 

Question.  What  was  it  the  year  before? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  ten  per  cent. 

Question.  What  was  it  the  year  before  that  ? 

Answer.  It  may  have  been  ten. 

Question.  What  was  it  the  year  before  that  ? 

Answer.  It  may  have  been  twenty,  sir^  but  possibly  ten.  We  have 
made  as  high  as  twenty-five,  but  not  at  any  time  lower  than  ten,  sir. 

Question.  What  reserve  fund  did  you  have  when  you  declared 
your  fifty  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  that  account  has  not  been  settled. 

Question.  About  what  amount  is  it  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell. 

Question.  What  do  you  estimate  it  at? 

Answer.  It  is  a  fund,  sir,  that  I  do  not  know  much  about. 

Question.  If  I  were  one  of  the  stockholders,  and  asked  you,  when 
the  dividend  was  made,  what  the  reserve  fund  was,  would  you  not  be 
able  to  make  an  estimate  ? 

Answer.  I  would  in  February.  The  intention  is  to  have  the  ac- 
count all  up  in  February.  That  is  the  time  of  the  general  stock* 
holders'  meeting,  and  then  all  these  matters  will  be  brought  up.  As 
far  as  the  reserve  fund  is  concerned,  at  the  present  time,  I  cannot  tell 
you.  By  resolution  of  our  board  of  directors,  in  reference  to  our 
current  income  for  our  company,  the  president  heretofore  has  drawn 
on  our  agent  in  New  York;  if  there  was  a  balance  on  the  month's 
business,  he  would  draw  on  him  for  that  balance. 
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Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  there  is  50  per  cent,  left  ill  the 
reserve  fund,  or  that  the  reserve  fund  will  yield  50  per  cent,  more  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that,  sir. 

Question.  But  is  that  your  impression  ? 

Answer.  My  impression,  or  my  hope,  is  that  it  will. 

Question.  It  it  your  impression  that  it  will  yield  one  hundred  per 
cent? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Seventy-five? 

Answer.  If  I  would  fix  the  amount,  if  you  will  allow  me,  I  would 
say  twenty-five  per  cent.  I  cannot  say  for  a  certainty,  for  I  have  no 
data  about  what  the  reserve  fund  is. 

Question.  Do  not  the  treasurers  of  companies  generally  have  some 
data  upon  which  to  base  a  calculation  of  that  kind  ? 

Answer.  They  do,  sir;  but,  as  I  remarked  to  you,  by  resolution  of 
the  board  of  directors  the  moneys  of  the  company  were  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Captain  Loper. 

Question.  When  was  that  resolution  adopted? 

Answer.  It  has  been  ever  since  the  company  was  established — that 
was  some  ten  or  twelve  years  ago.  All  the  moneys  have  been  in  hia 
hands,  and  he  pays  the  dividend. 

Question.  Have  you  any  directors? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  directors,  then,  have  no  business  with  your  com- 
pany ? 

Answer.  They  do,  sir. 

Question.   What  do  they  do? 

Answer.  They  generally  meet  and  talk  over  matters,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  year  they  examine  the  account  thoroughly ;  the  vouches  are 
presented,  &c. 

Question.  The  whole  transaction  of  the  business  is  left  in  the  hands 
of  Captain  Loper  ? 

Answer.  The  running  transactions.  The  money  matters  are  left 
with  him. 

Question.  As  I  understand  you,  he  has  the  entire  control  of  the 
money  until  the  expiration  of  the  year. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  then  we  make  up  a  synopsis  of  the  entire  busi- 
ness and  submit  it  to  the  directors,  or  others  who  feel  a  disposition  to 
examine  it. 

Question.  What  is  the  capital  of  your  company  ? 

Answer.  Our  capital  is  $350,000. 

Question.  Did  you  say  there  were  sixty  stockholders,  or  one  hun- 
dred ? 

Answer.  I  said  I  thought  about  sixty  ;  I  never  counted  them  up  ; 
there  is  quite  a  number  of  them. 

Question.  Have  you  created  any  new  stock  recently  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Some  two  or  three  years  ago  we  applied  to  the 
legislature  for  an  increase  of  stock,  and  that  was  granted.  We  in- 
creased it  at  that  time  up  to  $350,000.  It  was  originally  $200,000. 
That  has  been  some  three  years  ago. 

Question.  Yon  say  Captain  Loper  has  $60,000  ?  r^  T 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  did  have  at  that  time..  I  think  it  was  last 
year  reduced  to  $60,000  or  $70,000.  Previous  to  that  he  had  con- 
siderahle  more  than  that ;  I  think  upwards  of  $100,000. 

Question.  "When  did  he  reduce  it? 

Answer.  I  think  he  reduced  it  in  making  up  the  estimate  for  the 
stockholders  at  the  last  meeting. 

Question.  Do  you  know  to  whom  he  sold? 

Answer.  I  do  not.  It  may  be  he  did  not  sell  a  share,  sir.  It  may 
be  that  I  am  mistaken  as  regards  the  amount.  I  have  not  examined 
lately,  sir  ;  it  has  been  a  year,  sir,  since  I  looked  at  it. 

Question.  How  could  you  make  the  dividend  if  you  did  not  know 
who  the  stockholders  were,  and  the  amounts  they  had  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  the  books  will  show  exactly  who  we  paid  the 
dividends  to,  and  all  about  it. 

Question.  How  many  vessels  belong  to  your  company. 

Answer.  I  think  we  have  seventeen  steam  propellers. 

Question.  What  other  property  belongs  to  you?    Any  real  estate  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Any  wharves,  or  anything  of  the  sort  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Does  it  consist  wholly  of  propellers? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  a  few  barges — some  five  or  six  barges. 

Question.  Aie  they  steam  barges? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  ordinary  barges. 

Question.  Are  they  used  mostly  for  the  transportation  of  coal  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  we  use  them  for  merchandise.  We  sometimes 
take  them  in  tow  with  one  of  the  propellers,  and  tow  them  through 
the  canal. 

Question.  What  is  the  value  of  the  steamer  Sparks^  and  how  old 
is  she  ? 

Answer.  The  original  Thomas  Sparks  may  be  some  seven  or  eight 
years  old.  Some  two  years  ago  we  cut  her  in  two.  She  was  more  of 
an  experiment  than  anything  else  in  the  first  place.  She  was  built 
220  feet  long  to  run  through  the  canal.  We  found  she  was  too  long, 
and  cut  her  in  two,  and  made  two  vessels,  making  one  160  or  170 
feet  long)  and  the  other  into  a  vessel  of  about  the  same  length.  That 
has  been  some  three  years  ago. 

Question.  I  asked  her  value. 

Answer.  I  suppose  the  value  of  the  Sparks  is  about  $22,000  or 
$25,000. 

Question.  What  do  you  estimate  the  value  of  the  Oneida  to  be? 

Answer.  The  Oneida  is  a  barge,  and  may  be  worth  three  or  four  or 
five  thousand  dollars ;  I  hardly  think  she  is  worth  as  much  as  five 
thousand  dollars.     She  is  an  old  barge. 

Question.  Was  there  ever  a  steamer  Oneida  belonged  to  your  com- 
pany? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  now  whether  the  engine  was  taken  out  of 
her  or  not.  There  were  one  or  two  of  those  barges  that  were  propellers 
originally,  and  the  engines  were  taken  out  and  transferred  to  other 
vessels,  but  I  think  she  has  always  been  a  barge. 
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Qnestion.  What  did  you  let  these  barges  at  to  the  government  per 
day? 

Answer.  You  said  $30.  I  supposed  it  was  a  little  less  than  that ; 
I  do  not  know  what  it  was.  They  are  now  letting  some  of  these 
that  they  call  Schuylkill  barges.  They  are  now  getting  about  $12, 
|15  to  |20  per  dav  for*  those  Schuylkill  barges. 

WM.  M.  BAIRD. 


Philadblphia,  Saturday y  January  3^  1863. 
Stillwill  S.  Bishop,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows  : 

Eocamintd  by  the  chairman. 

• 

Qnestion.  State  the  name  of  the  firm  of  which  you  are  a  member, 
your  place  of  business,  and  your  profession  or  occupation. 

Answer.  J  am  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bishop,  Simons  &  Co.,  gen- 
eral commission  merchants  and  ship-brokers,  105  Arch  street,  Phila- 
delphia. 

Question.  Have  you  or  has  your  firm  been  engaged,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  in  procuring  transportation  for  the  army  of  the  United 
States? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questiou.  When  did  you  commence  that  business? 

Answer.  We  commenced  as  ship-brokers  directly  after  the  war 
commenced. 

Question.  Were  you  acting  as  the  agent  of  the  government,  or  the 
agent  of  the  owners  of  the  vessels  ? 

Answer.  We  were  acting  as  the  agents  of  the  owners  of  the  vessels. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  any  vessels  belonging  to  yourselves  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  character  of  vessels  have  you  been  in  the  habit  of 
chartering — sailing  or  steam  vessels  ? 

Answer.  Sailing  vessels  principally. 

Question.  How  many  vessels  have  you  chartered  to  the  govern- 
ment? 

Answer.  I  cx>uld  not  answer  that  question  now. 

Question.  To  whom  did  you  charter  them  ? 

Answer.  I  chartered  to  Mr.  Tucker  when  he  was  transportation 
agent,  and  to  Captain  Hodges,  the  quartermaster. 

Question.   Where  was  Captain  Hodges  quartermaster. 

Answer.  He  was  located  at  that  time  at  New  York,  but  was  taking 
up  vessels  for  the  McClellan  expedition  at  this  place. 

Question.  Who  is  Captain  Hodges? 

Answer.  I  understand  him  to  be  assistant  quartermaster  of  the 
United  States  army. 

Question.  To  whom  else  did  you  charter  ? 

Answer.  To  Captain  Boyd,  assistant  quartermaster  of  the  United 
States  army  located  here.  • 

Question.  When  did  you  make  your  last  charters  ?  r^^^^T^ 
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Answer.  The  last  charter  was  made  for  a  special  purpose  yesterday. 

Question.  For  what  purpose ? 

Answer.  For  the  transportation  of  coal  from  here  to  Washington 
and  Alexandria. 

Question.    Who  authorized  you  to  make  that? 

Answer.  Captain  A.  Boyd. 

Question.  State,  if  you  please,  the  names  of  some  of  the  vessels  you 
have  thus  chartered. 

Witness.  Recently? 

The  Chairman.  At  any  time — steamers  and  sailing  vessels. 

Answer.  The  steamer  Beverly,  a  propeller ;  the  steamer  New  York, 
the  steamer  Ironsides,  the  steamer  Vim,  the  steamer  Bristol,  the 
steamer  Anna  Liza,  the  steamer  Concord,  the  steamer  Black  Diamond. 

Question.  Are  those  all  the  steamers  that  you  have  chartered  up  to 
this  time  ? 

Answer.  That  em'braces  ahout  all  up  to  this  time. 

Question.  Since  the  war  began  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  recently  ;  those  are  merely  chartered  for  carrying 
coal  and  towing  barges  to  Alexandria  and  Washington,  under  a  ten 
days'  charter. 

Question.  Have  you  chartered  any  sailing  vessels  recently  ? 

Answer.  None  recently,  sir. 

Question.  .What  steamers  have  you  chartered  previous  to  those  you 
have  just  named? 

Answer.  I  could  not  give  you  that  information  unless. you  would 
allow  me  time  to  answer  it  from  my  office. 

Question.  Is  Captain  Boyd  stationed  here  now  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  you  have  chartered  a  vessel  by  the  ton  per  month, 
what  was  the  price  ? 

Answer.  The  last  was  four  dollars  per  registered  ton  per  month. 

Question.  When  was  that  charter  made  ? 

Answer.  The  charters  made  under  Captain  Hodges,  or  through 
him,  were  three  dollars  and  a  quarter  per  month. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  any  to  Captain  Loper? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  ever  charter  any  of  you? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  ever  have  any  connexion  with  you  in  relation  to 
the  subject  of  freights — charter-parties  ? 

Answer.  I  have  chartered,  or  at  least  offered  freights  to  charters 
for  these  ten  days  charters  for  three  or  four  of  his  boats,  the  names  of 
which  I  have  mentioned,  to  carry  coal  and  tow  barges  from  here  to 
Washington,  merely  for  the  round  trips. 

Question.  You  have  offered  his  boats  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  when  they  were  lying  up,  but  merely  tempo- 
rarily for  this  round  trip. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  employ  him  to  assist  you  in  effecting  char- 
ters? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  • 

Question.  Did  you  ever  employ  any  one  to  assist  youA         , 
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Answer.  I  have  not,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever,  directly  or  indirectly,  through  yourself, 
or  another,  pay,  or  promise  to  pay,  to  any  person  any  sum  of  money 
or  property  for  the  purpose  of  securing  you  a  charter  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  These  vessels  you  have  chartered,  I  understand,  belong  to 
other  persons. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  rate  or  percentage  you  charged  for  secur- 
ing the  charter  ? 

Answer.  The  great  bulk  of  these  sailing  vessels  are  owned  in  New 
Jersey.  They  are  built  there  in  shares  of  one-sixth,  one-eighth,  &c., 
and  I  charge  five  per  cent,  for  securing  the  charter  or  freight  and  for 
collecting  it. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  charge  on  the  steamers? 

Answer.  The  same  rates  for  the  sailing  vessels  and  steamers. 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  difficulty  in  securing  the  payment  of 
your  charter-parties? 

Answer.  Only  in  waiting  for  the  funds. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  had  any  of  them  discounted? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  pay  to  any  person  any  money,  or  agree  to 
pay  to  any  person  any  money  or  anything  of  value  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  you  the  payment  of  any  charter-party? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  its  having  been  done? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Who  are  the  principals  for  whom  you  have  acted  in 
effecting  these  charters,  other  than  the  sailing  vessels  you  have  spoken 
of. 

Answer.  For  the  last  steamers  I  have  mentioned,  the  principals 
were  R.  F.  Loper,  president  of  the  Transportation  Company,  and 
Thomas  Clyde,  president  of  the  New  York  Express  Company. 

Question.  Then  the  vessels  you  have  recently  chartered  were  for 
Captain  Loper,  as  president  of  his  company,  and  for  Thomas  Clyde, 
jnn.,  as  president  of  his  company  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  charge  all  of  these  persons  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  expect  them  to  pay  me,  sir. 

Question.  Why  did  Captain  Loper  and  Mr.  Clyde  effect  these  char- 
ters through  you  rather  than  make  them  themselves  ? 

Answer.  For  the  reason  that  I  had  employed  barges  to  transport 
coal. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  effect  any  other  charters  for  Mr.  Clyde? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  effect  any  for  Anthony  Rybold? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  effect  any  for  Mr.  Groves  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  effect  any  for  E.  A.  Sowder  or  E.  A.  Sow- 
der  &  Co.  ?  r"         T 
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Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  effect  any  for  any  citizen  or  firm  residing 
in  this  place  ? 

Answer.  I  have  effected  charters  for  D.  S.  Stetson  &  Co.,  ship- 
brokers,  and  divided  the  commission  with  them  as  brokers. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  effect  any  charters  for  any  other  person  or 
persons  residing  or  doing  business  in  this  city  than  D.  S.  Stetson? 

Answer.  I  would  have  to  come  down  to  the  canal-boat  owners. 

Question.  State  the  facts  in  relation  to  effecting  charters  for  trans- 
portation of  any  description. 

Answer.  I  have  effected  charters  of  canal-boats. 

Question.  What  percentage  did  you  charge  them  ? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent.,  and  it  would  cover  all  advances  to  them. 

Question.  In  what  manner  did  you  divide  with  Mr.  Stetson? 

Answer.  We  always  divided  equally — two  and  a  half  per  cent.  each. 

Question.  Have  you  in  any  instance,  directly  or  indirectly,  received 
more  than  five  per  cent,  brokerage  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  as  brokerage. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  its  having  been  done  by  any  other  party? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  charter  any  vessel  for  any  person  or  per- 
sons, and  agree  to  return  or  to  pay  to  any  person  any  portion  of  the 
earnings  of  the  vessel ;  have  you  ever  agreed  to  pay  to  any  person  or 
persons  any  part  of  the  earnings  of  a  vessel  which  you  have  chartered 
to  an  agent  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  not  as  I  understand  the  question — to  an  agent 
of  the  government. 

Question.  To  any  person  other  than  the  owner  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir 

Question.  Did  you  ever  effect  any  other  charters  for  Captain  Loper 
than  those  you  have  named  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  connected  with  him  in  any  way  in 
the  chartering  of  vessels  for  the  use  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  connected  with  any  person  in  any 
way,  in  the  chartering  of  government  vessels,  except  your  ostensible 
partner  ? 

Answer.  Only  in  one  way  I  spoke  of — by  brokers  and  ourselves 
together. 

Question.  When  you  acted  as  broker,  and  charged  five  per  cent., 
did  you  in  all  instances  act  for  the  owner  of  the  vessel,  or  did  you 
act  also  as  the  agent  of  other  brokers  in  some  instances  ? 

Answer.  I  acted  in  both  capacities  ;  in  one  case  it  would  be  for  the 
owners,  in  another  for  the  broker. 

Question.  Where  you  acted  for  the  broker,  did  you  in  all  instances 
divide  your  five  per  cent,  with  the  broker  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  in  every  instance. 

Question.  For  what  other  brokers  did  you  act  except  Stetson  &  Co. 
and  the  owners  of  the  canal-boats? 

Answer.  These  are  the  only  ones  I  can  recollect  now. 
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Question.  Are  those  the  only  ones  70a  have  ever  acted  for  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  70U  a  memher  or  a  stockholder  in  any  of  the  trans- 
portation companies  that  are  doing  business  here  ?  Have  you  any 
interest,  direct  or  indirect^  in  any  of  these  companies  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  ship-broker  business  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been  in  it  for  my  own  account  about  twenty-five 
years  ;  I  have  been  at  it  since  I  was  fifteen  years  of  age  ? 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  advantage  being  derived  by  the 
government  in  chartering  its  vessels  by  private  contract  over  the 
former  method  of  advertising  for  vessels  ? 

Answer.  The  advantage  in  doing  it  by  private  contract  is,  that  you 
have  a  better  chance  of  obtaining  the  situation  of  the  market  than  by 
publishing  it. 

Question.  Explain,  if  you  please,  how  that  happens. 

Answer.  I  will  explain  it  in  this  way :  if  you  advertise  for  a  cert»ain 
number  of  vessels,  or  a  certain  amount  of  transportation,  you  at  once  put 
up  the  rates  of  freight  to  all  points  from  the  market  from  which  you  are 
going  to  ship.  But,  under  the  system  of  privately  securing  the  freight, 
yon  have  a  chance  to  feel  the  market,  and  govern  yourself  by  the  rates 
to  th^  points  where  you  are  about  to  ship,  and  you  get  it  at  about  the 
rate  at  which  it  is  ruling  the  day  you  go  into  the  market. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  government  has  secured  its 
transportation  cheaper  than  it  would  have  secured  it  had  it  advertised 
for  vessels  ? 

Answer.  In  almost  every  case,  as  far  as  my  information  goes,  they 
have. 

Question.  Has  government  been  able  to  effect  charters  upon  lower 
terms  than  private  individuals  have  been  able  to  effect  them  ? 

Answer.  In  almost  every  case,  yes,  as  far  as  comes  under  my 
knowledge. 

Question.  Have  you  chartered  vessels  to  private  individuals  while 
you  have  been  acting  for  the  government? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  chartered  at  higher  rates  to  individuals  than 
to  the  government  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  in  what  cases. 

Answer.  In  the  case  of  loading  and  transporting  coal  from  Phila- 
delphia to  Boston  against  taking  it  from  Philadelphia  to  Fort  Monroe. 

Question.  What  did  it  cost  the  government  to  transport  it  from 
here  to  Fortress  Monroe. 

Answer.  At  that  time  it  was  $1  75  to  $2. 

Question.  How  much  was  it  from  here  to  Boston  ? 

Answer.  $2  40  to  $2  50. 

Question.  How  long  is  the  passage  from  here  to  Boston? 

Answer.  Early  in  the  fall  we  make  the  voyage  around  in  two  weeks. 
.     Question.  How  long  to  Fortress  Monroe? 

Answer.  The  way  vessels  were  detained  there  it  took  three  or  four 
weeks. 
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Question.  How  much  greater  is  the  risk  from  here  to  Boston  than 
to  Fort  Monroe  ? 

Answer.  It  is  probably,  in  figures,  one-half  per  cent. 

Question.  Then  how  do  you  make  it  out  that  you  charter  cheaper 
from  here  to  Fortress  Monroe  than  from  here  to  Boston  if  the  rate  of 
risk  is  one-half  per  cent,  greater  than  to  Fortress  Monroe  ? 

Answer.  You  asked  me  the  question  as  to  freights.  At  the  time  I 
speak  of  the  rate  of  freights,  vessels  were  taken  at  |2  40  to  $2  50  to 
Boston  in  preference  to  f  1  75  to  |2  to  Fort  Monroe.  There  was  more 
money  left  to  them. 

Question.  After  paying  insurance  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  .Who  else  has  been  in  the  habit  of  chartering  vessels  in 
this  city  to  government  besides  you  ? 

Answer.  Really  I  do  not  know,  sir  ;  they  have  all  been  trying  to 
do  their  share. 

Question.  Have  they  all  done  it  ? 

Answer.  That  I  do  not  know,  sir ;  excuse  me,  but  if  they  do  not 
et  up  early  in  the  morning  it  is  not  my  fault ;  I  have  been  up  since 
aylight  this  morning,  and  was  at  it  until  eight  o'clock  last  night. 

Question .  Do  you  not  know  any  one  who  has  been  chartering  vessels  ? 

Answer.  T.  H,  Allen  is  the  owner  of  vessels  in  this  port,  and  has 
chartered  them  in  various  way. 

Question.  Through  himself  or  others? 

Answer.  I  judge  a  large  portion  of  them  through  others.  I  desire 
to  correct  a  part  of  my  evidence  in  relation  to  that :  that  I  have  char- 
tered a  large  number  of  his  vessels  for  single  freights,  and  some  few 
on  charters  by  the  month. 

Question.  Does  he  reside  in  this  city  ? 

Answer.  He  resides  at  Port  Richmond,  at  the  upper  part  of  the  coal 
depot. 

Question.  Does  Mr.  Allen  employ  brokers  usually  to  effect  his  char- 
ters? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  chartered  those  of  his  vessels  that  you  did  not  charter? 

Answer.  That  I  cannot  say,  sir. 

S.  S.  BISHOP. 


Pbiladblphia,  Saturday y  January  3,  1863. 
Anthony  Groves,  Jr.,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows : 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  State  your  residence  and  occupation. 

Answer.  My  place  of  business  is  No  34  South  Wharf  street.  lam 
a  member  of  the  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  Steamboat  Company. 

Question.  In  what  capacity  do  you  act? 

Answer.  Agent  of  the  company. 

Question.  Have  you  chartered  any  vessels  to  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment for  transportation  ? 
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Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  Commencing  at  what  time? 

Answer.  Last  April  a  year  ago,  I  think. 

Question.  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  chartering  since? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  whenever  called  upon. 

Question.  To  whom? 

Answer.  To  Captain  Hodges,  the  quartermaster  at  New  York. 

Question.  When  did  you  commence  chartering  to  him  ? 

Answer.  On  the  6th  or  7th  of  March,  1862. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  any  vessels  prior  to  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  him.  We  chartered  them  to  John  Tucker,  who  was 
employed  by  the  quartermaster  to  charter  vessels  for  the  government. 

Question.  When  did  you  commence  chartering  to  Mr.  Tucker? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  in  April  a  year  ago,  April,  1861.  It  was 
shortly  after  the  war  broke  out. 

Question.  Do  the  steamers  Richard  Willing,  John  S.  Shriver  and 
Henry  L.  Gaws  belong  to  your  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  Steamboat 
Company  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  them  April  20,  1861,  to  R.  F.  Loper? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  R.  F.  Loper  acting  at  that  time  as  the  agent  of  the 
government  to  charter  vessels  ? 

Answer.  He  was  acting  under  John  Tucker,  I  think,  sir.  John 
Tucker,  I  believe,  was  appointed  transportation  agent  for  the  govern- 
ment. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  the  charter-parties  for  your  vessels  ? 

Answer.  I  did,  sir. 

Question.  Of  all  of  them? 

Answer.  All  of  them. 

Question.  Did  you  effect  your  charters  directly  with  the  govern- 
ment, or  through  the  agency  of  a  broker? 

Answer.  Through  the  agency  of  a  broker. 

Question.  What  broker? 

Answer.  Captain  Loper  collected  the  money  for  us. 

Question.  In  all  cases? 

Answer.  In  the  first  year. 

Question.  Who  has  been  your  broker  since  then  and  during  1862  ? 

Answer.  Nobody. 

Question.  Who  collected  the  charters  you  effected  with  Captain 
Hodges  ? 

Answer.  We  collected  them  ourselves  ? 

Question.  Did  yon  make  the  charters  yourselves? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  understand,  then,  that  with  the  vessels  chartered  to 
Captain  Loper,  Captain  Loper  acted  as  the  agent  both  of  you  and  the 
government  ? 

Answer.  He  acted  as  the  agent  of  the  government  officer.  He  char- 
tered these  boats  of  ours,  and  we  were  to  pay  him  a  commission  of  five 
per  cent. 

Question.  How  much  have  you  paid  in  all  instances? 
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Answer.  We  paid  five  per  cent,  the  first  year  for  those  chartered  to 
Captain  Loper.  For  those  chartered  to  Captain  Hodges  we  paid  do- 
body  commission. 

Question.  What  amount  of  commissions  did  you  pay  to  Loper  during 
the  first  year  ? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent 

Question.  What  was  the  gross  amount? 

Answer.  That  I  cannot  tell  without  the  figures  before  me. 

Question.  What  would  be  your  estimate  of  the  amount  from  your 
best  recollection  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  suppose  $3,000  or  $4,000;  in  that  neighborhood. 
It  may  be  more  or  less,  but  I  think  about  $4,000. 

Question.  Was  Captain  Loper  acting  for  his  company  at  the  time, 
or  individually  for  himself? 

Witness.  As  regards  commissions  ? 

The  Chairman.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  I  suppose  he  was  acting  for  himself.  It  was  a  personal 
matter. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  apply  directly  to  the  immediate  agent  of 
the  United  States  government  to  charter  vessels  during  the  last  year  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  called  upon  me  to  charter  the  boats,  and  we 
chartered  them.  At  that  time  the  government  required  all  the  boats 
they  could  get. 

Question.  Were  there  any  advertisements  for  proposals  for  charters  ? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  them. 

Question.  When  you  charter  a  vessel,  knowing  that  you  are  obliged 
to  pay  five  per  cent,  or  any  given  per  cent,  for  brokerage,  do  you  or 
do  you  not  make  that  an  item  of  expense  and  calculate  it  as  a  part  of 
the  amount  that  you  are  to  charge  for  the  charter-party  ? 

Answer.  Well,  the  reason  we  give  this  five  per  cent,  is  to  save  us  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  in  collecting  our  charter-parties. 

Question.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  when  you  sit  down  to  estimate  the 
expense  of  the  charter,  you  include  that  commission? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  not  that  included  in  your  estimate  when  you  determine 
the  amount  you  will  do  business  for? 

Answer.  If  we  have  to  pay  the  commission,  of  course  we  charge  that 
much  more  for  the  charter  of  our  boat. 

Question.  You  say  the  employment  of  a  broker  through  whom  to 
do  business  saves  you  trouble;  in  what  manner? 

Answer.  We  have  trouble  in  getting  our  money.  We  have  to  go 
down  to  Washington  and  to  follow  up  the  army. 

Question.  In  what  way  is  the  broker  able  to  secure  payment  more 
speedily  than  you  ? 

Answer.  He  is  better  acquainted  with  the  department  at  Washing- 
ton, and  knows  how  to  get  his  money  better  than  we  do.  We  have 
no  time  to  send  down  there;  we  cannot  lose  the  time;  we  would  rather 
pay  the  commission. 

Question.  Do  they  not  furnish  money  to  their  quartermasters  hereto 
pay  these  charter-parties? 

Answer.  They  have  furnished  money  here,  sir. 
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Question.  Has  Captain  Loper  been  compelled  to  go  to  the  War  De- 
partment to  obtain  moneys  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  he  has. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  from  your  own  knowledge,  or  from  his 
representations  ? 

Answer.  From  what  he  has  told  me;  but  I  think  it  is  a  fact. 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  difficulty  during  the  last  year,  since 
your  charter-parties  were  made  with  Captain  Hodges,  in  getting 
money  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Why  was  there  any  greater  difficulty  in  securing  payment 
last  year  in  Philadelphia  than  there  is  this  year,  when  the  expenditure 
is  much  greater  than  last  year  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  why  t^at  is. 

Question.  Why  were  you  required  to  go  to  Washington  last  year  to 
get  your  money,  and  not  this  year  ? 

Answer.  We  are  required  to  go  now,  sir  ;  we  go  and  get  our  cer- 
tiiScate.  When  we  take  a  certificate  of  indebtedness,  we  have  to  go 
there. 

Question.  Were  the  charters  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia  made 
through  Captain  Loper  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  they  were.  He  is  acquainted  with  all  these  per- 
sons who  own  boats  in  Philadelphia,  and  we  are  all  acquainted  with 
him. 

Question.  You  say  they  were  all  made  through*  Loper. 

Answer.  They  were  chartered  through  him. 

Question.  He  acting  in  many  instances,  and  in  your  case,  both  as 
the  agent  of  you  and  as  the  agent  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so.  I  do  not  know  that  the  government  paid 
him  anything  for  chartering  vessels.  He  was  acting  Tor  John  Tucker, 
I  believe,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever,  directly  or  indirectly,  paid,  or  promised  to 
pay,  any  money  or  thing  of  value  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  charter, 
other  than  the  five  per  cent,  that  you  paid  which  you  have  men- 
tioned ? 

Answer.  No ;  not  one  cent  of  money  or  any  kind  of  present  what- 
ever. 

^  Question.  Have  you  ever,  directly  or  indirectly,  paid  back  any  por- 
tion of  the  money  you  have  received  for  a  charter  to  any  persou  or 
persons  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  charter-party,  or  any  other  ad- 
vantage in  connexion  therewith  ? 

Answer.  Not  one  cent,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  employed  any  person  or  persons  to  secure 
a  discount  of  a  charter-party  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  paid  to  any  person,  other  than  Mr.  Loper, 
any  per  cent,  in  connexion  with  the  procurement  of  these  charters  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

A.  GROVES,  Jr. 
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Philadelphia,  Saturday ^  January  3,  1863. 
Stephen  Flanaoan,  being  duly  swotd,  testified  as  follows : 

Examined  by  (he  chairman. 

QaestioD.  State  your  place  of  business,  tbe  name  of  the  firm,  if  any, 
of  which  you  are  a  member,  and  your  occupation. 

Answer.  My  place  of  business  is  at  304  South  Wharves  street ;  the 
bukiness  is  individual,  under  the  name  of  Flanagan  ;  I  am  engaged  in 
steamboat  business — steam-towing  and  transportation  business. 

Question.   How  long  have  you  been  in  that  business? 

Answer.  I  guess  about  sixteen  years. 

Question.  Have  you  furnished  any  transportation  for  the  army  of 
the  United  States  since  this  rebellion  occurred  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  transportation  or  tug-boats. 

Question.  When  did  you  furnish  the  first? 

Answer.  The  first,!  think,  was  November  11,  1861,  or  near  that 
time. 

Question.   Was  it  the  steamer  Commerce? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  the  steamer  Commerce. 

Question.  Who  did  you  charter  her  to? 

Answer.  Really  I  cannot  tell.  Captain  Loper  chartered  her  for 
me,  I  think,  to  Mr.  Tucker.  I  am  not  positive  about  that ;  I  could 
tell  by  reference  to  her  charter-party. 

Question.  Who  acted  as  the  agent  of  the  government  in  chartering 
vessels  in  this  port  during  the  year  1861  ? 

Answer.  I  think  Mr.  Tucker,  sir. 

Question    Through  whom  were  most  of  these  charters  effected? 

Answer.  Most  of  my  charters  were  effected  through  Captain  R.  F. 
Loper. 

Question.  Did  you  effect  any  through  any  one  else  than  Captain 
Loper  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  person  eff'ecting  any  through  any 
one  else  than  Captain  Loper  ? 

Answer.  Not  of  our  boats. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  anybody  effecting  any  charters  for  the 
army  department  during  the  year  1861,  except  through  Captain  Lo- 
per as  broker  ? 

Answer.  With  only  one  exception,  I  think,  sir.  1  chartered  a 
barge  through  Mr.  A.  C.  Hall,  of  Baltimore. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  know  of  no  case  where 
a  vessel  was  chartered  during  the  year  1861  at  this  port,  except 
through  the  agency  of  Mr.  Loper. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Mr.  Hall's  was  not  in  1861 ;  it  was  in  March 
of  last  year.  I  know  of  no  one  else,  without  it  was  Mr.  Tucker.  Mr. 
Tucker  has  signed  charter-parties  for  these  steamboats. 

Question.   What  per  cent,  did  you  pay  Loper? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  pay  him  more? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  ^.g,.^^,  ,^  GoOglc 
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Question.  Was  that  what  he  generally  charged  ? 

Answer.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  it  was  ;  I  have  heard  him 
say  so. 

Question.  Did  you  pay  five  per  cent,  in  all  instances? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  except  in  one  instance  through  my  brother  I 
paid  five  and  a  half  per  cent.  My  brother  chartered  this  boat  through 
Mr.  Tucker,  and  Mr.  Tucker  signed  the  charter-parties.  There  was 
an  advertisement  in  the  Washington  papers  in  reference  to  vessels 
wanted,  and  my  brother  wrote  a  description  of  certain  vessels  and 
sent  it  there,  and  Mr.  Tucker  then  sent  for  him  and  concluded  the 
arrangements  for  these  few  boats. 

Question.  What  is  your  brother's  name? 

Answer.  James  M. 

Question.  Is  he  a  partner  of  yours  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  business  is  he  in? 

Question.  In  the  same  business,  excepting  transportation  ;  he  is 
not  connected  with  transportation  at  all. 

Question.  How  many  vessels  in  all  have  you  chartered  to  the  War 
Department,  or  for  the  purposes  of  the  War  Department  ? 

The  Witness.  Do  you  want  to  know  exactly,  sir? 

The  Chairman.  No,  sir ;  state  as  near  as  you  can. 

Answer.  About  fourteen. 

Question.  Are  the  fourteen  still  in  the  employment  of  the  govern- 
ment ? 

Answer.  They  are,  with  the  exception  of  three,  I  think,  that  have 
been  discharged. 

Question.  Then  you  have  about  eleven  in  the  employment  of  the 
government  now  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  all  chartered  through  the  agency  of  Captain 
Loper? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  with  the  exception  of  three.  What  you  mean 
by  that  is  whether  he  received  a  commission  ? 

The  Chairman.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  they  were. 

Question.  Does  Captain  Loper  receive  a  commission  upon  the  earn- 
ings of  the  boats  so  long  as  they  remain  in  the  government  employ- 
ment? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  amount  have  you  paid,  or  are  you  now  owing  to 
Captain  Loper  for  his  brokerage  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  owing  him  anything. 

Question.  How  much  have  you  paid  him  ? 

Answer.  Really  I  must  take  a  little  time  to  answer  that  exactly. 

Question.  State  about  what  amount. 

Answer.  It  would  be  merely  jumping  at  it.  I  should  think  not 
more  than  five  thousand  dollars.  My  boats,  sir,  are  all  low-priced 
boats. 

Question.  So  long  as  these  boats  are  earning  for  you,  they  are  also 
continuing  to  earn,  each  of  them,  five  per  cent,  for  Captain  Loper  ? 
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Answer.  Exactly,  sir,  if  you  choose  to  term  it  that  way,  and  I  pre- 
sume that  is  the  true  sense  and  meaning  of  it. 

Question.  Did  you  pay  to  any  person  any  percentage  for  the  ves- 
sels that  you  chartered  to  Mr.  Tucker? 

Answer.  None,  sir,  to  anyhody  but  Captain  Loper. 

Question.  Did  you  pay  to  Captain  Loper  five  per  cent,  for  the 
vessels  that  were  chartered  by  Mr.  Tucker? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  those  that  I  chartered  direct  to  Mr.  Tucker  we 
never  paid  a  cent  for.  I  can  enumerate  them  :  the  Atlantic  is  one  ; 
the  Pendulum — she  was  lost  in  going  from  the  Capes  of  Delaware  to 
Fortress  Monroe.  Of  course  we  never  got  anything  for  her,  but  we 
expect  to  u})  to  the  time  she  was  lost ;  the  Robert  Morris,  up  to  the 
first  of  April. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  John  Tucker  or  Captain  Loper  sign  the  charter- 
parties  of  your  vessels  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  Captain  Loper  ever  signed  a  charter- 
party  ;  I  am  satisfied  about  it. 

Question.  Who  did  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  John  Tucker  signed  several ;  Captain  Hodges  signed 
several ;  Captain  Boyd  signed  several. 

Question.  Who  signed  them  on  your  part? 

Answer.  I  signed  all  of  them  on  my  part. 

Question.  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  acting  as  the  holder  for 
other  parties  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  chartered  one  or  two  vessels. 

Question.  What  is  the  usual  per  cent,  for  chartering  among  mer- 
cantile men — not  among  contractors? 

Answer.  I  presume  among  mercantile  men  it  is  five  per  cent.  I 
have  paid  five  per  cent,  for  doing  business  in  Troy.  It  has  been  re- 
ported to  me  that  Mr,  M.  Baird  got  five  per  cent,  on  all  their  business 
between  here  and  New  York,  which  is  enormous  ;  what  he  gets  out 
of  it  I  don't  know.  Mr.  Baird  gets  five  per  cent,  on  all  the  freights 
between  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  I  have  heard. 

Question.  How  happens  it,  Mr.  Flanagan,  that  where  you  made 
the  charter,  signing  it  yourself  for  yourself,  or  for  the  company  you 
represent,  and  Mr.  Tucker  signing  it  for  the  government,  that  you 
paid  Captain  Loper  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  Captain  Loper  secured  the  charters,  and  I  merely  con- 
cluded them. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  secure  them  yourself? 

Answer.  For  the  very  reason  that  we  knew  nothing  about  it  at  all. 
It  was  proposed  to  us  by  Captain  Loper.     I  presume  that  is  the  case. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  apply  to  Mr.  Tucker,  or  any  other  party, 
to  charter  your  vessels  yourself? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  ior  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pendulum. 

Question.  Did  you  for  others? 

Answer.  Did  we  ever  apply  to  Mr.  Tucker  to  charter  any  other 
boats  ?     Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  so. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  charter  them  directly  to  him  ? 

Answer.  At  one  time  I  remember  the  reason  was  Mr.  Tucker  was 
not  about. 
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Question.  But  you  say  you  applied  to  him  to  do  it? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  but  none  that  were  ever  refused  by  Mr.  Tucker 
did  I  charter  to  Captain  Loper. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Tucker  send  you  to  Captain  Loper  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  advise  you  to  call  on  Captain  Loper? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  How  did  Captain  Loper,  who  was  not  an  agent  of  the 
government,  come  to  know  about  the  wants  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  That  I  do  not  know,  sir.     I  never  heard  him  say. 

Question.  Was  he  in  any  way  connected  with  the  quartermaster's 
department  of  the  army  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  hold  any  ostensible  official  position  in  connexion 
with  the  army  ? 

Answer.  I  never  knew  of  it  except  at  one  time  whilst  he  was  assist- 
ing General  Burnside  at  Annapolis. 

Question  Do  you  know  of  any  other  parties  who  have  eflfected  char- 
ters to  Captain  Loper  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  many  of  them. 

Question.  Name  them. 

Answer.  Captain  Whilldin  and  Thomas  Clyde.  The  way  I  know 
of  this  I  have  seen  them  in  his  office,  and  have  happened  to  ask  what 
business  they  were  on  ;  and  they  told  me,  "  On  the  same  business  you 
are  on."  I  presume  that  is  the  case.  Mr.  A.  Groves,  jr.;  Mr.  Ry- 
bold  ;  Mr.  Hammett,  of  the  firm  of  Noble,  Hammett  &  Co.  I  do  not 
remember  of  any  more,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  also  pay  five  per  cent,  for  their  charters  to 
Captain  Loper  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  did.  I  have  asked  Captain  Whilldin  about 
that,  and  Captain  Whilldin  has  told  me  that  Captain  Loper  charged 
him  five  per  cent.  The  way  I  came  to  ask  him  about  it  was,  I  asked 
him  if  Captain  Loper  deducted  his  commission  in  cash  when  certificates 
were  down  four  per  cent.,  and  he  replied  that  he  did,  the  same  as  I 
did.     That  is  the  way  he  does  with  me.     He  deducts  it  in  cash. 

Question.  Then  you  really  pay  about  seven  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  When  certificates  are  below  par  I  do.  It  depends  upon 
that. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  pay  Captain  Loper  or  any  other  person,  or 
ever  promise  to  pay  him  or  any  other  person,  any  sum  of  money  or 
any  other  thing  of  value  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  charter-party, 
other  than  this  five  per  cent,  that  you  have  mentioned? 

Answer.  I  have  agreed  to  pay  Mr.  Bishop  five  dollars  on  a  boat 
that  gets  fifty-five  dollars  a  day,  and  six  dollars  on  a  boat  that  gets 
seventy-five  dollars  a  day. 

Question.  What  Bishop  is  that? 

Answer.  8.  S.  Bishop,  a  merchandise  broker  and  ship-broker. 

Question.  What  vessels  are  those  ? 

Answer.  The  steamer  Monitor,  the  D.  W.  Lennox,  and  the  Ariel, 
a  small  vessel. 

Question.  Is  not  that  near  twelve  per  cent.  ?  ^  , 
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Answer.  No,  sir ;  on  seventy-five  dollars  it  would  be  eight  per 
cent. ;  on  fifty-five  dollars  it  would  be  ten  and  a  half  per  cent.  I 
have  never  paid  him  anything  yet. 

Question.  Have  you  promised  to  pay  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  a  written  agreement  with  them? 

Answer.   No,  sir. 

Question    Do  you  consider  yourselves  under  obligation  to  pay  it  ? 

Answer.  We  do,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  paid,  or  caused  to  be  paid,  to  any  person 
any  sum  of  money  or  other  thing  of  value  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
your  pay  upon  any  charter-party  that  was  due  you  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir  ;  never. 

Question.  Did  you  ever,  in  any  way,  have  a  charter-party  discounted? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  never  in  my  life.  Two  of  my  charter-parties 
are  payable  in  New  York  ;  those  I  collect  myself. 

Question.  What  other  person  in  Philadelphia,  or  in  this  vicinity, 
acted  toward  ship-owners  and  transportation  agents  as  Captain  Loper? 

Answer.  James  Alderdice  and  Mr.  Bishop  are  the  only  ones  I  know. 
There  is  a  gentleman  at  Richmond — I  cannot  recall  his  name — that 
chartered  a  good  many  canal-boats ;  Mr.  Buckley,  I  think,  is  his 
name.     Mr.  Alderdice  was  agent  for  the  New  York  outside  steamers. 

Question.  Have  you  chartered  any  sailing  ves^els? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  am  interested  in  some,  but  I  did  not  charter 
any. 

Question.  What  connection  had  Mr.  Baird  with  these  transactions? 

Answer.  Not  any  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  When  you  were  at  Captain  Loper's  office  did  you  see  Mr. 
Baird? 

Answer.  I  always  saw  him  there.  He  is  down  in  the  lower  office ; 
Mr.  Leper's  office  is  up  stairs.  Occasionally  I  would  meet  him  up 
there. 

Question.  Did  Baird  have  anything  to  do  with  these  transactions? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Did  he  act  as  Captain  Loper's  agent  when  he  was  absent? 

Answer.  Not  to  me,  sir,  nor  to  anybody  in  my  presence. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  his  chartering  any  vessels? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  sir.  He  is  president  of  the  Union  Steamship 
Company  ;  whether  he  chartered  them  or  not  I  am  not  able  to  say. 
Mr.  Baird  is  the  president. 

Question.  Is  he  also  treasurer  of  the  other  company  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  he  is  president.  He  is  a  very  large 
stockholder  if  not  president. 

February  5. 

On  reading  my  above  testimony  over,  and  further  reflection,  I  find 
that  I  was  mistaken  as  to  my  understanding  with  Mr.  Bishop.  The 
commission  he  was  to  charge  on  the  three  vessels.  Monitor,  Ariel^  and 
D.  W.  Lennox,  was  only  five  per  cent.,  the  same  that  I  have  paid  to 
Captain  B.  F.  Loper. 
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I  was  also  mistakea  as  to  the  steamer  Commerce  being  the  first 
vessel  chartered  by  me  during  this  war.  The  Adriatic,  chartered 
Jane  6,  1861.  was  the  first. 

8.  FLANAGAN. 


Philadelphia,  Saturdayy  January  3,  1863. 

WiLMON  Whilldin,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows : 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  Please  state  your  place  of  business  in  the  city  and  your 
employment? 

Answer.  My  residence  is  at  618  South  Front  streot.  The  place 
where  I  do  business,  the  office,  is  at  No.  14  South  Delaware  avenue. 
I  am  engaged  there  as  president  of  the  New  York  Express  ^tearn- 
boat  Company. 

Question.  Are  you  the  owner  of  any  steamboat  or  ship,  except  as  a 
stockholder? 

Answer.  I  own  two  steamboats,  and  have  a  small  interest  in  a 
number  of  others,  among  which  is  this  Express  Steamboat  Company 
between  here  and  New  York. 

Question.  Have  you,  individually,  or  as  a  member  of  a  company, 
furnished  any  transportation  to  the  army  of  the  United  States  during 
thifl  insurrection  by  chartering  boats? 

Answer.  I  have  chartered  two  steamboats. 
Question.   When  did  you  effect  those  charters? 
Answer.  The  first  one  was  chartered  October  18,  1861. 
Question.  To  whom  ? 

Answer.  To  the  United  States  government. 
Question.  Through  what  agent  did  the  government  act? 
Answer.  Through  Captain  R.  F.  Loper. 
Question.  Who  acted  as  your  broker  in  the  matter  ? 
Answer.  I  had  better  tell  the  whole  thiog  just  as  it  occurred.  It 
may  appear  foreign,  but  I  had  better  go  back  to  the  way  it  came  to 
be  chartered.  In  1861,  when  Norfolk  was  threatened,  and  was  after- 
wards given  up,  an  application  was  made  to  me  and  some  folks  here 
owning  the  steam-tug  America.  They  asked  them  $1,000  a  day.  I, 
as  a  steamboat  man,  felt  indignant.  I  had  the  steamboat  George 
Washington  lying  at  Wilmington,  which  I  only  used  a  part  of  the 
year.  I  went  to  Captain  Loper.  Our  express  boats  had  been  taken 
down  to  take  troops  to  Washington.  I  said,  ''I  have  a  boat  better 
than  the  America,  and  if  you  will  take  her  and  use  her  until  June, 
you  can  have  her;  1  do  not  want  anything."  I  felt  that  every  man 
ahould  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel.  This  gave  him  the  information 
that  I  had  the  boat,  £  run  her  from  July  1  to  September  1,  and  then 
laid  her  up.  Captain  Loper  came  to  me  and  said,  **  You  have  the 
George  Washington;  will  you  charter  her  to  government?"  I  said 
*^  Tes."  This  was  last  September  or  the  first  of  October.  I  hauled 
the  boat  out,  and  took  several  weeks  to  see  that  she  was  right.  I 
1  detained  some  time  to  get  on  the  sectional  dock,  and  on  the  29th 
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I  chartered  her.  I  had  a  hoat  called  the  Pilot  Boy,  an  iron  boat,  of 
very  light  draught.  I  saw  Captain  Loper  about  her.  He  had  once 
or  twice  spoken  to  me  about  the  Pilot  Boy,  but  I  did  not  want  to  part 
with  her  and  break  up  my  business.  Says  he,  ''Willie,"  calling  me 
by  that  name  familiarly,  "  Can  the  government  have  the  Pilot  Boy?" 
I  asked,  ''Do  they  want  the  Pilot  Boy?"  "Yes,"  he  said,  'Hhey 
cfo."  1  replied,  "  They  can  have  anything  I  have  while  this  war 
lasts."  So  I  chartered  her.  I  never  asked  for  any  price,  but  told 
him  to  charge  what  was  right.  The  price  was  settled  by  him,  and  I 
am  proud  to  say,  if  this  investigating  committee  look  around,  they 
will  find  no  boats  chartered  at  anything  like  as  low  a  price. 

Question.  Those  are  the  two  vessels  owned  by  yourself? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  they  now  in  the  employ  of  the  government? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  charter  of  the  Pilot  Boy  was  cancelled  at 
the  eifd  of  two  months,  and  she  was  again  chartered  to  go  south.  The 
price  they  increased,  which  was  very  fair  to  me,  for  the  reason  that  I 
was  subjected  to  tuUy  as  much  expense  as  I  got  extra  pay,  and  I 
would  rather  have  kept  her  under  the  old  charter  than  the  new  one. 
She  was  sent  down  to  Fort  Royal,  and  in  the  storm  that  stopped 
General  Burnside  she  was  detained  at  Cape  Hatteras,  and  has  oeen 
there  ever  since. 

Question.  Have  you,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  order  to  secure 
your  pay  for  a  charter,  been  compelled  to  employ  any  broker,  or  pay 
any  percentage. 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  been  compelled  to;  I  have  done  it.  I 
will  tell  you  all  that  I  have  paid.  I  have  paid  Captain  Loper  a  per- 
centage for  collecting  my  bills,  and  I  have  not  paid  anybody  else  one 
cent. 

Question.  What  did  you  pay  him  ? 

Answer.  I  was  to  pay  him  five  per  cent,  for  collecting  my  bills.  I 
paid  him  that,  and  1  paid  him  at  one  time — a  man  might  as  well  ao- 
Knowledge  his  poverty — I  paid  him  five  per  cent,  for  advancing  me 
money.  I  had  a  debt  of  $30,000  on  my  shoulders.  Government  was 
owing  that  much  to  me,  but  I  had  to  pay  it  then,  and  I  had  to  do 
this.     First  I  paid  him  a  commission  of  five  per  cent. 

Qaestion.  And  then  you  paid  him  five  per  cent,  more  for  advancing 
the  money  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  the  money  which  he  advanced  to  you  due  on  these 
charter-parties  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  he  advanced  me  money  to  carry  on  my  business 
with. 

Question.  Was  as  much  money  due  from  the  government  to  you  on 
these  charter-parties  as  he  advanced  to  you? 

Answer.  I^ot  quite,  but  pretty  near. 

Question.  How  long  was  that  advance  for  ? 

Answer.  Until  I  got  the  money  to  pay  him  bjtck. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  have  it  ? 

Answer.  It  was  six  months  before  I  got  it. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TESTIMONY  99 

Question.  Did  he  advance  you  this  amount  at  the  commenoement 
of  the  six  months. 

Answer.  It  was  soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  six  months. 
You  see  I  went  into  very  heavy  expenses 

Question.  Did  you  have  Captain  Loper's  money  for  six  months  or 
for  any  length  of  time  ? 

Answer.  8ome  of  it  I  had  for  six  months  ;  some  of  it  I  did  not.  I 
got  what  I  wanted  of  it  to  carry  my  busines  on  with.  I  had  to  meet 
the  expense  of  putting  the  boats  in  very  good  order.  I  had  other 
business  too ;  this  Express  Steamboat  Company  I  had  on  my  shoulders 
made  it  necessary  I  should  have  the  money.  When  I  chartered  these 
boats  I  said  to  him^  ^'Captain,  I  want  you  to  have  the  charters  so 
drawn  that  I  shall  get  my  money  at  the  end  of  every  month  In  that 
case  I  shall  pay  five  per  cent."  He  said  he  would^  and  the  charters 
were  so  drawn,  but  the  government  did  not  pay  one  cent  for  six 
months. 

Snestion.  How  much  did  you  pay  Captain  Loper  on  the  advance? 
Iiswer.  I  told  him  if  he  would  advance  me  the  money  I  would 
give  him  ten  per  cent. 

Question.  And  you  paid  him  that? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  want  you  to  understand,  however,  that  I  was 
tG  pay  him  five  per  cent,  commission. 

Question.  Was  that  besides  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  said  if  I  could  get  my  money  I  would  pay  ten 
per  cent.  I  did  not  want  women  (the  wives  of  my  men)  coming  to 
me  for  money  and  I  not  have  it.  If  the  government  had  payed  me 
according  to  contract  I  should  have  payed  him  five  per  cent. ;  as  it  is, 
I  paid  him  ten  per  cent.  The  paying  of  that  five  per  cent.,  I  think, 
is  justly  chargeable  to  the  government  not  paying  me. 

Question.  Are  you  paying  Captain  Loper  any  sum  of  money  on  the 
earnings  of  these  vessels  at  this  time  ? 

Answer.  Not  one  cent. 

Question.  On  the  charter-parties  now  you  are  not  compelled  to  pay 
him? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  would  rather  pay  him  because  I  do  not  under- 
stand going  to  Washington  and  collecting  these  things ;  I  do  not  un- 
derstand the  routine. 

Question.  You  employ  and  give  him  five  per  cent,  to  collect? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  arrangement  still  continues  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  five  per  cent,  still  continues. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  to  collect  any  money. 

Answer.  Never  but  once,  and  then  I  did  not  collect  anything.  I 
was  going  down  to  Washington  and  had — I  don't  know  what  they 
call  it,  but  I  think  an  order  or  certificate  of  indebtedness  that  I  ^ot 
from  Colonel  Crossman  here ;  I  was  going  down  to  Washington  with 
it.  I  had  a  cousin  residing  there.  I  gave  it  to  General  Spinner  and 
told  him  that  Captain  Loper  would  be  there  to  receive  the  money.  I 
never  received  a  cent  except  through  Captain  Loper,  and  I  never  be^ 
grudged  him  a  cent,  because,  if  he  did  not  do  it,  I  would  have  ta  run 
there  and  attend  to  it,  and  I  do  not  know  about  these  things. 


100  TESTDIONT. 

Question.  Have  you  chartered  auy  vessels  to  governmeDt  as  the 
agent  or  representative  of  the  Express  Steamboat  Company  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  not  one.  There  have  been  some  of  the  Express 
Steamboat  Company's  boats  chartered,  but  I  have  not  chartered  them. 

Question.  Through  whom  were  these  chartered? 

Answer.  They  are  chartered  through  Thomas  Clyde,  who  is  a 
stockholder,  and  the  general  superintendent  of  the  line. 

Question.  He  acts  as  the  agent  of  the  company  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  His  son  is  the  agent  of  the  company,  and  he 
has  the  general  superintendence ;  he  is  a  large  stockholder. 

Question.  Are  the  charter-parties  signed  by  him  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  company  ? 

Answer.  The  charter-parties  are  signed  by  him,  if  my  memory 
serves  me, ^'Thomas  Clyde,  agent  of  the  Express  Steamboat  Company." 

Question.  Who  signs  them  on  the  part  of  the  government? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  Mr.  John  Tucker,  but  it  may  be  Colonel 
Crossman  ;  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Has  the  Express  Steamboat  Company  paid  or  pro^mised 
to  pay  any  person  any  per^cent.  upon  the  charters  it  has  effected  ? 

Answer.  That  I  do  not  know ;  but,  I  answer,  not  for  getting 
charters  ;  it  may  possibly  pay  a  percentage  for  collection  ;  I  think  for 
a  time  they  did,  but  do  not  now  pay  a  per  cent. 

Question.  To  whom  did  they  pay  it? 

Answer.  I  think  they  paid  it  to  Captain  Loper. 

Question.  How  much  in  all  have  you  paid  to  Captain  Loper  in 
percentage  on  your  own  steamers? 

Answer.  I  could  not  tell  without  examination. 

Question.  Ton  can  state  something  near  the  amount ;  I  only  ask 
for  an  estimate. 

Answer.  On  the  two  charters  for  these  two  boats,  a  little  over  a 
year,  at  $325  a  day,  I  should  suppose  it  is  about  $8,000 ;  but  I  could 
not  tell  without  my  books  ;  it  might  average  that ;  it  would  be  from 
seven  to  ten  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  (By  Mr.  Morrill.)  Is  he  a  broker? 

Answer.  He  is  a  broker  ;  he  attends  to  the  business  of  the  kind  for 
a  number  of  persons.  Captain  Loper  does.  I  never  applied  to  Captain 
Loper  to  charter  my  boats,  nor  to  anybody  else  to  charter  them  ;  I 
never  offered  them  to  government  except  to  give  them  to  them  for  a 
month  or  two  when  they  wanted  boats.  He  asked  me  if  I  wanted  to 
charter  boats. 

Question,  (By  the  chairman.)  How  long  did  the  Express  Steamboat 
Company  continue  to  pay  five  per  cent,  upon  its  charters  to  Captain 
Loper? 

Answer.  That  I  could  not  tell ;  Mr.  Clyde  has  the  whole  of  that ; 
it  w^s  not  a  great  while. 

Question.  Where  does  Mr.  Clyde  live? 

Answer.  Mr.  Clyde  lives  in  Delaware,  just  on  the  edge  of  Penn- 
sylvania, at  Claymont,  just  about  a  mile  below  the  Pennsylvania  Mue, 
He  is  here  every  day  nearly;  I  think  he  is  down  at  Washington  or  Alex- 
andiia  now;  he  has  some  boats  chartered  that  I  have  an  interest  in,  for 
which  1  might  say  I  know  he  paid  no  brokerage  to  anybody,  and  there 


TESTDCONT.  101 

is  none  paid.  I  think  the  way  he  came  to  break  loose  from  Captain 
Loper  was  this :  Captain  Loper  attended  to  this  business,  bat  he  had 
enough  to  attend  to  without  it.  One  boat  he  had  cliartered,  and  he 
thought  Captain  Loper  was  negligent  about  some  things,  and  we  lost 
part  of  oar  charter  by  it,  and  there  was  some  feeling  existing,  and 
Captain  Loper  said  if  he  was  not  satisfied  he  would  give  him  up  his 
charters,  and  he  did  so.  Previous  to  that  there  were  some  of  the 
boats  that  he  had  never  paid  anything  for ;  at  least  I  don't  think  he 
did  ;  I  don't  know. 

Question.  (By  Mr.  Morrill.)  Who  fixed  the  terms  of  your  charter? 

Answer.  Captain  Loper  fixed  the  terms  of  my  charter  ;  I  don't 
know  as  I  ought  to  say  that ;  the  terms  were  fixed  either  by  Mr.  Tucker 
or  Captain  Loper  ;  they  were  not  fixed  by  me  ;  the  captain  asked  me 
the  price,  and  I  said  *'  I  don't  want  anything  more  than  what  is 
right." 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Tucker  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  a  word.  I  told  Captain  Loper  I  did  not 
want  anything  more  than  what  was  right. 

Question.  He  afterwards  told  you  what  was  fixed? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  it  was  a  price  that  perfectly  suited  me ;  I  am 
only  sorry  that  similar  boats  were  not  chartered  as  low. 

Question.  Have  you  stated  the  price  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  will  state  the  price.  The  Washington  was 
chartered  for  $160  per  day.  She  is  a  boat  of  about  400  tons — a  large, 
able  boat,  a  very  fast  boat. 

Question.  What  is  the  nrice  of  the  other? 

Answer.  The  other  is  $165.  She  is  not  as  strong  a  boat  perhaps, 
not  as  powerful  a  boat.  Her  tonnage  is  about  300.  She  was  char- 
tered to  go  to  Port  Boyal. 

Question.  Does  this  include  repairs  ? 

Answer.  We  have  done  all  the  repairs  that  have  been  done  to  it. 

Question.  (By  the  chairman.)  Did  you  furnish  the  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  By  the  foolishness  of  the  harbor-master  once 
they  broke  her  rudder,  and  the  government  repaired  that. 

Question  (By  Mr.  Morrill.)  You  do  not  coal  her  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  we  furnish  everythiog  but  the  coal.  I  put  her 
off  in  such  order  that  my  repairs  have  not  been  very  great. 

Question.  When  you  speak  of  other  boats  being  chartered  at 
higher  rates  can  you  specify  ? 

Answer.  I  can,  but  I  do  not  like  to  speak  of  other  people's  affairs. 
There  was  the  Wm.  Kent,  of  New  York,  a  boat  of  not  quarter  size 
than  the  Washington,  got  $700.  She  was  chartered  for  I  don*t  know 
how  long.  They  had  her  in  use  72  days,  I  think.  The  captain  of 
her  told  me  we  chartered  the  Washington  too  low.  I  told  him  it  was 
enough,  and  it  is.  «i 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  in  that  instance  they  found  their 
own  coal  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  were  in  the  same  way  with  us. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  chartered  that  boat  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it.  I  was  not 
even  acquainted  with  the  captain;  only  he  came  to  me  when  his 
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charter  was  out,  (I  took  a  trip  down  witli  him,)  and  he  said,  ^*You 
chartered  your  boat  too  cheap."  I  told  him  I  thought  we  got 
enough.  If  I  had  my  boat  in  summer  time  I  could  do  better  than 
with  government,  but  when  I  take  into  consideration  the  length  of 
time,  haying  employment  all  winter  in  the  service  of  the  government, 
it  is  better.     But  there  is  more  risk  to  run. 

WILMON  WHILLDIN. 


Washinoton,  Friday  J  January  9,  1863. 
Abcasa  C.  Hall,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows : 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  State  your  age,  residence,  and  occupation. 

Answer.  The  city  of  Baltimore^  Maryland,  is  my  residence.  My 
age  is  forty-nine  years.     My  occupation  is  commission  merchant. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  It  is  going  on  ten  years. 

Question.  Where  did  you  remove  from  to  that  place  ? 

Answer.  New  York  city. 

Question.  When  did  you  begin  to  have  any  connexion  with  fur- 
nishing transportation  for  the  United  States  army  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  in  August,  1861. 

Question.  What  was  the  first  vessel  you  furnished  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  now  state  the  first  vessel.  My  impression  is  it 
was  either  the  steamer  Pocahontas  or  the  Georgia. 

Question.  Are  you  a  ship-owner  ? 

Answer.  I  own  some  vessels,  not  much. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  commencement  of  this  war? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  some  steam-tugs. 

Question.  Name  the  vessels  that  you  owned  or  in  which  you  were 
a  part  owner  in  July,  1861  ? 

Answer.  The  steamer  St.  Nicholas,  the  steamer  Diamond  State,  the 
steam-tu^  Edwin  Forrest,  the  steam-tug  Fairy  Queen,  and  the  steam- 
tug  E.  H.  Herbert. 

Question.  Are  these  all  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  interest  had  you  in  each  of  those  vessels  ? 

Answer.  The  steamers  Diamond  State  and  St.  Nicholas  were  in  a 
joint  stock  company,  running  from  Baltimore  around  to  Washington, 
Alexandria,  and  Georgetown.  In  those  two  boats  I  had  a  five 
thousand  dollars'  interest ;  I  owned  five  thousand  dollars'  worth  of 
stock. 

Question.  What  was  the  total  amount  of  the  stock  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  about  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  Then  you  owned  one-sixth  ? 

Answer.  I  owned  five  thousand  dollars  of  the  stock  ? 

Question.  Was  thirty  thousand  dollars  the  whole  amount  of  the 
capital  ? 

Answer.  I  would   not  say  positively ;  the  capital  wap->more  than 
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ihat.  We  had  had  the  St.  Nicholas  but  for  a  short  time,  but  the 
value  of  the  boats  was  about  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  What  other  property  did  trie  company  own  besides  that  ? 

Answer.  Not  any  other. 

Question.  What  was  the  stock  worth  at  that  time? 

Answer.  Well,  I  should  think  it  was  worth  par. 

Question.  Then  you  owned  one-sixth? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  interest  did  you  own  in  the  tugs  ? 

Answer.  I  owned  the  whole  of  them. 

Question.  What  vessels  do  you  own  now,  in  whole  or  in  part  ? 

Answer.  I  own  a  small  part  in  two  schoonersand  one  brig. 

Question.  In  addition  to  those  you  have  named  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.   Do  you  still  own  the  tugs  and  steamers  you  have  named  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  any. 

Question.  Have  you  sold  out  your  interest? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  As  to  the  St.  Nicholas  the  secesh  took  her  away 
irom  us ;  she  was  captured  and  burnt,  you  recollect,  by  a  man  named 
Thomas,  when  she  was  started  from  Baltimore  and  was  going  around  to 
the  Potomac?    The  Diamond  State  was  sold  since  that  to  another  party. 

Question.  Who  now  owns  the  tugs  that  you  owned? 

Answer.  Mr.  Goblens. 

Question.  All  of  them? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  you  sell  them  to  Mr.  Coblens  ? 

Answer.  I  think  in  June  and  July. 

Question.  What  did  you  get  for  them? 

Answer.  I  got  |4^200^each  for  the  Fairy  Queen  and  Edwin  Forrest. 
The  Herbert  was  lost  on  her  passage  from  Annapolis  to  Hatteras 
Inlet  on  the  30th  of  January. 

Question.  Are  they  now  in  the  employment  of  the  government? 

Answer.  The  Fairy  Queen  and  Edwin  Forrest  are,  I  believe. 

Question.  When  you  sold  these  vessels  to  Mr.  Coblens  did  you  re- 
tain any  interest  in  them  ? 

Answer.  No^  sir;  all  the  interest  I  retained  in  them  was  that  he 
should  pay  me  five  per  cent  commission  on  the  amount  he  received 
on  the  cnarters  as  long  as  they  were  in  the  government  employment. 
There  was  one  more  boat  that  I  did  not  think  to  mention — the  James 
Murray — I  owned  at  that  time. 

Question.   What  was  done  with  her  ? 

Answer.  She  was  chartered  to  the  Burnside  expedition,  and  went 
to  Hatteras  Inlet,  and  remains  there  yet. 

Question.  Who  chartered  her  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Tucker.  •» 

Question.  Of  whom  ? 

Answer.  Of  me. 

Question.  What  was  her  tonnage  ? 

Answer.  It  was  seventy-five  tons. 

Question.  How  much  was  to  be  paid  for  her  per  day? 

Answer.  Seventy-five  dollars.  ^  C^nc^o]^ 

Question.  For  a  tug  of  75  tons  you  were  to  receive  |T6  per  day  r 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  owners  of  the  boats  were  to  ran  all  the  sea 
risk,  and  the  government  the  war  risk. 

Question.  Who  paid  for  the  coal  ? 

Answer.  The  government. 

Question.  Has  she  been  in  the  employment  of  the  government  at 
|T5  a  day  since  the  Burnside  expedition  ? 

Answer.  I  sold  her,  abont  the  same  time  I  sold  the  others,  to  Mr. 
Goblens,  and  then  she  came  to  Baltimore  and  was  discharged,  I  think, 
but  I  would  not  be  certain,  and  refitted.  They  laid  out  a  good  deal 
of  money  on  her,  and  then  they  had  a  new  charter  for  her.  I  do  not 
know  about  that  myself. 

Question.  Are  you  certain  about  her  being  refitted? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  certain  about  a  large  amount  of  money  being 
laid  out  on  her  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  for  a  tug  of  that  size. 

Question.  In  what  yard  was  it  laid  out  on  her? 

Answer.  The  iron-work,  I  think,  so  far  as  the  machinery  was  con- 
cerned, was  done  at  Charles  Reeder's,  and  the  wood-Work  was  done  by 
Mr.  Muller,  I  think. 

Question.  Was  it  done  at  government  expense  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Question.  Was  she  paid  during  the  time  these  improvements  were 
being  put  upon  her? 

Answer.  1  cannot  say.     I  had  no  interest  in  her,  and  cannot  say. 

Question.  Were  you  not  getting  five  per  cent,  on  her  during  the 
time  she  was  being  repaired  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  think  not.  I  do  not  think  that  the  government 
paid  the  repairs. 

Question.  Do  you  swear  that  yon  did  not  receive,  or  do  not  expect  to 
receive,  five  per  cent,  on  her  during  the  time  she  was  undergoing  repair? 

Answer.  I  expect  to  receive  five  per  cent,  on  all  she  received  from 
government;  but  I  could  not  swear  whether  she  was  repaired  by 
government  or  whether  she  was  under  pay,  but  I  think  she  was  not. 

Question.  When  did  you  begin  to  act  for  government? 

Answer.  In  August,  1861,  I  think. 

Question.  How  came  you  to  be  employed  for  this  purpose? 

Answer.  I  have  been  in  the  steamboat  and  commission  business  for 
the  last  thirteen  years.  I  was  agent  for  a  line  of  steamers  in  New 
York  six  years  before  going  to  Baltimore.  Then  I  came  on  and  took 
charge  of  the  line  of  steamers  from  Charleston  to  Baltimore,  and  from 
Baltimore  to  New  York ;  that  was  changed  to  the  Cromwell's  line 
of  steamers.  I  was  agent  for  them  when  they  were  first  established, 
until  the  government  took  the  vessels,  a  short  time  previous  to  the 
time  I  have  mentioned.  Some  one  recommended  me  to  Colonel  Belger 
as  being  a  suitable  person. 

Question.  Who  was  that  person  who  recommended  you? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  Colonel  Belger  sent  for  me  to  come  to 
the  office,  and  said  I  had  been  recommended  to  him. 

Question.  What  per  cent,  have  you  received  on  the  vessels  you 
have  chartered  ?  ^  CLtu^vtIp 

Answer.  I  have  received  five  per  cent.     In  some  cases T  aia  not  re- 
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ceive  that ;  in  some  cases  2^  per  cent. ;  in  some  cases  more  ;  in  some 
cases  7^  per  cent. 

Question.  What  is  the  highest  you  have  ever  received  ? 

Answer.  I  think  ten  per  cent. 

Question.  In  what  cases  did  you  receive  ten  per  cent? 

Answer  I  don't  think  it  would  be  ten  per  cent.  In  the  cases  of 
the  Portsmouth,  the  Juniatta,  and  the  tug-boat  Phenix,  I  think  I  got 
1^  or  8  per  cent.  I  don't  think  I  received  a  percentage  on  the  whole 
amount  that  the  government  paid.  There  was  fifty  dollars  a  day  on 
the  Portsmouth  and  ten  dollars  a  day  on  the  tug-boat  that  I  think  1 
got  no  commission  on  at  all. 

Question.  Why  did  you  receive  only  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on 
some  boats  ? 

Answer.  In  some  I  divided  with  other  brokers. 

Question.  What  brokers  have  divided  the  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  R.  M.  Heslen  and  Eelsey  &  Gray. 

Question.  Any  others? 

Answer.  I  do  not  now  recollect  any  others. 

Question.  In  how  many  cases  have  you  divided  with  Heslen  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  say. 

Question.  More  than  one? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  good  many  cases. 

Question.  In  how  many  cases  with  Eelsey,  Qray  &  C!o.? 

Answer.  I  could  not  say.  I  have  taken  a  great  many  vessels  of 
them. 

Question.  Have  yon,  in  all  cases  that  you  have  acted  with  Eelsey 
&  Gray,  and  Heslen,  divided  the  five  per  cent,  with  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  have  received  five  per  cent,  myself  in  more 
cases  than  I  have  divided. 

Question.  Have  you  received  of  them  more  than  five  per  cent,  in 
any  case  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not,  sir. 

Question.  In  your  division  with  Captain  Loper,  did  you  divide  the 
five  per  cent.,  or  the  ten  per  cent.,  or  the  two  and  a  half  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  There  was  no  division  about  it.  I  paid  Captain  Loper, 
as  I  have  stated  in  my  testimony  previously  taken,  which  you  will 
find  on  .file  at  Washington,  with  every  particular,  the  amount  of 
money  on  every  vessel,  the  dates,  &c. 

Question.  That  testimony  is  not  before  this  committee  and  we  have 
to  examine  you  here  as  to  the  facts.  Have  you  divided  with  Captain 
Loper  the  percentage  you  received  upon  all  the  vessels  you  have  char- 
tered for  government  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  money  in  the  aggregate  have  you  paid  to 
Captain  Loper? 

Answer.  Thirteen  thousand  dollars  I  have  paid  Captain  Loper. 

Question.  What  consideration  has  been  rendered  to  you  for  that  ? 

Answer.  He  has  sent  a  good  many  vessels  to  me,  and  in  other  ways. 

Question.  In  what  other  wavs?  What  do  you  mean  by  '^  other 
ways?" 

Answer.  Well,  in  getting  the  business  for  me. 

Question.  What  particular  ships  or  vessels  has  he^isfiaurodibt.  yqu? 
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Answer.  I  could  not  say  what  particular  vessels. 

Question.  What  persons  has  he  recommended  to  you  for  employ- 
ment? 

Answer.  He  has  recommended  a  good  many  captains  of  vessels  to 
come  to  me. 

Question.  Could  you  not  specify  some  out  of  '*  a  good  many  ?" 

Answer.  I  could  not  specify  any  names,  but  he  has  recommended 
«  good  many  vessels  to  me. 

Question.  Try  to  recollect  the  name  of  one  man  that  he  has  recom* 
mended  to  you. 

Answer.  I  could  not  say,  sir. 

Question.  Try  to  recollect  the  name  of  one  ship,  or  other  vessel, 
that  he  has  sent  to  you. 

Answer.  I  have  never  chartered  any  ships.  All  I  have  chartered 
are  regular  schooners. 

Question.  Name  any  vessels  that  he  has  sent  to  you. 

Answer.  I  could  not  specify  any  vessel,  sir. 

Question.  Of  the  whole  numher  of  the  many  vessels  that  you  have 
•chartered  through  the  agency  of  Captain  Loper,  you  cannot  remem- 
ber the  name  of  a  vessel,  a  captain,  or  an  owner? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  any  particular  one.  I  have  had  cap- 
tains come  to  me  and  say  Captain  Loper  recommended  them  to  oome 
to  me  and  see  if  I  wanted  any  schooners,  and  when  I  wanted  one  I 
took  it ;  but  I  cannot  recollect  the  name  of  a  vessel. 

Question.  For  doing  this  you  have  paid  Captain  Loper  thirteen  thou- 
sand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  I  have  paid  him  thirteen  thousand  dollars.    - 

Question.  How  much  have  you  agreed  to  pay  him  in  addition  to 
what  you  have  already  paid  him  ? 
'    Answer.  I  have  not  agreed  to  pay  him  anything. 

Question.  How  much  do  you  consider  yourself  under  moral  obliga- 
^  tion,  or  equitable  and  honorable  obligation,  to  pay  him,  in  addition 
to  what  you  have  already  paid  him  ? 

Answer.  I  should  feel  myself  under  obligation  to  pay  him  more.  I 
never  have  paid  him  anything  except  on  the  vessels  I  chartered  for 
the  McClellan  expedition. 

Question.  Please  to  answer  my  question.  How  much,  in  addition 
to  what  you  have  already  paid  him,  do  you  consider  yourself  under 
equitable  and  mercantile  obligation  to  pay  him  ? 

Answer.  I  should  consider  myself  under  obligation  to  pay  him  one 
half-— that  is,  two  and  a  half  per  cent.,  except  on  the  vessels  chartered 
for  the  McClellan  expedition. 

Question.  How  much  do  you  estimate  the  remaining  portion  due 
Captain  Loper,  under  your  agreement  with  him,  not  yet  paid  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  say  ;  it  would  amount  to,  say,  one  thousand 
dollars  ;  perhaps  fifteen  hundred  ;  perhaps  not  a  thousand. 

Question.  How  much  has  your  percentage  amounted  to  for  all  the 
vessels  you  have  chartered  to  government  ? 

Answer.  I  think  about  forty -five  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  If  you  had  an  agreement  with  Captain  Loper  to  pay  him 
one-half  of  all  you  received,  why  is  he  not  entitled  to  $22,600  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  have  any  such  agreement  with  him.     ^oalp 
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Qaestion.  State  specifically  what  your  agreement  was  with  Captain 
Loper  ? 

Answer.  There  was  no  agreement.  The  only  conversation  I  ever 
had  with  Captain  Loper  was,  I  told  him  I  was  out  of  business,  and 
had  no  business  on  hand  ;  that  the  government  had  taken  my  boats  ; 
and  that  the  St.  Nicholas  had  been  taken  away  from  me,  and  the  line 
was  broken  up,  and  I  wished  that  he  would  give  me  some  business. 
He  remarked  that  there  would  be  a  good  many  vessels  wanted  by  gov- 
ernment in  the  next  six  months — a  good  many  in  Baltimore.  I  told 
him  if  he  would  put  me  in  the  way  of  getting  business  I  would  pay 
him  liberally. 

Question.  When  was  this  conversation  ? 

Answer.  Some  time  in  the  last  of  January  or  first  of  February^  1862. 

Question.  Where  did  it  take  place  ? 

Answer.  At  Annapolis. 

Question.  Where  did  you  first  see  him  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been  acquainted  with  Captain  Loper  for  the  last 
ten  years.  I  saw  him,  so  far  as  the  government  affairs  were  con- 
cerned, at  Annapolis. 

Question.  When  did  you  enter  into  your  contract  with  Captain 
Loper? 

Answer.  That  was  the  only  contract  we  ever  had. 

Question.  I  understand^  then,  from  your  testimony,  that  the  only 
contract  or  arrangement  in  regard  to  these  vessels  that  you  ever  had 
with  Captain  Loper  was  in  February  or  March  last,  at  Annapolis? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  the  last  of  January  or  first  of  February. 

Question.  Am  I  correct  in  understanding  you  that  it  was  at  An- 
napolis ? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir.  At  Annapolis  was  the  first  conversation  I  had 
with  him. 

Question.  You  say,  also,  that  that  was  the  only  conversation,  con- 
tract, or  agreement  that  you  had  with  him? 

Answer.  The  only  conversation  I  had  in  reference  to  paying  him 
anything.     I  have  seen  him  several  times  since  then. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  meet  Captain  Loper  at  the  War  Department? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qaestion.  Did  you  ever  meet  him  in  Walnut  street,  Philadelphia  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When?  s 

Answer.  I  met  Captain  Loper  at  Mr.  Tucker's  office  on  the  24th 
day  of  February,  1862,  on  Monday  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

Question.  Was  that  before  or  after  you  saw  him  at  Annagolis? 

Answer.  That  was  afterwards. 

Question.  How  did  it  happen  that  you  went  to  meet  him  in  Phila- 
delphia, or  that  you  met  him  at  Philadelphia  ? 

Answer.  Some  time  in  the  month  of  February,  the  first  of  February, 
I  think,  the  Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  Stanton,  advertised  for  proposals 
for  vessels  of  different  classes — different  grades — steamers,  tug-boats, 
and  sailing  vessels.  I  saw  the  advertisement,  and  I  answered  the 
advertisement,  stating  that  I  could  furnish  so  many  steamers,  so  many 
tug-boats,  and  so  many  vessels.  Then  I  went  to  Washington,  and 
there  I  met  Mr.  Tucker  at  Willard's  Hotel.     He  was  then,  1  beliey% 
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AssistaDt  Secretary  of  War.  I  showed  him  the  schedule  I  had.  That 
was  on  Friday  night.  He  remarked  to  me  then,  that  Captain  Hodges 
and  himself  had  been  appointed  a  committee,  or  agents^  to  get  np  an 
expedition,  and  they  wanted  such  and  such  vessels  of  snch  and  such 
dimensions,  decks,  and  capacities  for  carrying  mnles  and  horses,  and 
steamboats  for  carrying  troops.  *  He  wanted  to  know  how  many  I 
could  furnish,  and  I  told  him  I  could  not  tell  exactly,  but  in  a  day  or 
so  I  could  give  all  the  names  of  the  different  vessels.  He  asked  me 
if  I  could  get  the  information  and  have  it  so  he  could  get  it  in  Phila- 
delphia on  Monday  ;  for  me  to  meet  him  at  his  office.  I  told  him  I 
thought  I  could.  I  went  home  on  the  six  o'clock  train  on  Saturday 
morning,  and  went  to  work  ;  got  the  names  of  the  vessels  ;  saw  the 
owners  and  parties,  and  got  the  dimensions ;  and  Sunday  night  I  went 
to  Philadelphia  and  saw  Captain  Hodges  and. Mr.  Tucker.  Captain 
Loper  was  there  at  the  time.  I  had  the  names  and  dimensions  of  the 
vessels. 

Question.  Who  was  present  at  that  interview  besides  yourself,  Mr. 
Tucker,  Captain  Loper,  and  Captain  Hodges? 

Answer.  I  think,  no  one — except  that  the  office  was  full  of  people 
handing  in  their  propositions.  A  great  many  merchants  were  there 
from  Philadelphia  and  from  all  parts.  That  day,  on  Monday,  they 
established  tl!^  price  for  the  schooners  and  boats.  Mr.  Tucker  told  me 
on  Friday  night  that  they  had  not  fixed  thi  price  they  would  pay,  but 
Captain  Hodges  had  been  at  New  York  and  Boston  and  would  ascertain. 

Question.  At  the  time  you  met  Captain  Loper  in  Mr.  Tucker's  office, 
on  Walnut  street,  Philadelphia,  was  there  any  conversation  between 
you  and  him  as  to  the  five  per  cent,  you  were  to  divide  with  him? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  not  a  word. 

Question.  Have  you  given  testimony  on  this  subject  before  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Does  your  testimony  now  given  correspond  with  your 
testimony  given  before  ? 

Answer.     I  think  so. 

Question.  Are  you  confident  of  that? 

Answer.  I  would  not  say  certainly,  sir. 

Question.  Who  knew  of  the  contract  between  you  and  Captain  Lo- 
per, except  you  and  he  ? 

WnNESs.  As  to  his  pay  ? 

The  Chairman.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  Not  anybody  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  had  any  conversation  with  any  one  on  this 
subject  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge.     I  have  not. 

Queftion.  So  far  as  you  know^  no  one  is  cognizant  of  the  fact  that 
there  is  any  contract  between  yon  and  Captain  Loper,  by  which  he  is 
to  receive  one-half  of  your  percentage  on  these  chartered  vessels? 

Answer.  He  is  not  to  receive  one  half.  He  has  not  received  one 
cent  on  those  chartered  at  Baltimore.  All  that  he  has  received  is 
on  the  charter-parties  of  what  we  call  the  McClellan  expedition. 

Question.  Have  yon  ever  made  any  presents  to  any  officer  of  the 
United  States  during  the  pendency  of  this  war,  or  any  employ^  of  the 
government  ?  Digitized  by  Google 
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Answer.  I  baye  made  some  small  presents  to  some  clerks  in  the 
office  at  Baltimore. 

Question.  State  to  whom  and  what  the  presents  consisted  of. 

Answer.  I  have  made  some  presents  to  Mr.  Bixler,  and  some  to  a 
Mr.  McFarlane,  and  I  believe  a  small  present  to  Mr.  Shane. 

Question.   What  were  the  presents? 

Answer.  I  gave  Mr.  Shane  a  ton  of  coal  and  a  box  of  soap.  I  be- 
lieve I  never  made  him  any  presents  of  any  money. 

Question.     Are  you  confident  of  that  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  have  not.  I  would  not  say  positively,  because 
I  would  not  want  to  speak  positively,  but  it  is  my  impression  I  have 
not.  I  gave  Mr.  Bixler  a  suit  of  clothes.  I  was  in  the  office  one  day; 
it  was  very  warm  ;  I  had  on  a  suit  of  thin  clothes  myself^  and  he  said, 
"Suppose  you  give  us  a  6uit  of  clothes."  I  said,  **  Here  is  an  order, 
go  and  get  a  suit."  1  thought  he  would  get  a  thin  suit,  but  he  got  a 
thick  one,  and  I  paid  the  bill  when  it  came  down. 

Question.  What  did  you  give  the  other? 

Answer.  As  to  Mr.  McFarlane,  I  had  money  of  him.  He  loaned 
me  fourteen  or  fifteen  hundrt^d  dollars  at  one  time,  and  at  another 
time  six  or  seven  hundred  dollars.  I  paid  him  at  different  times,  I 
should  think,  about  five  hundred  dollars  ($300)  for  the  use  of  thirteen 
hundred.     I  had  $1,365,  I  think,  of  him  at  one  time. 

Question.  For  how  long  ? 

Answer.  I  think  about  two  months 

Question.  How  long  did  you  have  the  six  hundred? 

Answer.  About  the  same  time. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  pay  him  more  than  the  $500? 

Answer.  I  think  that  was  all  I  ever  paid  him. 

Question.  What  did  he  ever  receive  from  you  except  the  $300? 

Answer.  Nothing  else  but  that  money. 

Question.  For  the  use  of  $1,900  for  three  months  you  paid  him 
$500? 

Answer.  I  paid  him  about  $500. 

Question.  To  what  other  agent  or  employ 6  of  the  government  have 
you  paid  money  or  made  presents  ? 

Answer.  I  have  made  presents  to  no  others,  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  What  other  presents  or  money  have  you  paid,  or  have 
you  agreed  to  pay,  or  do  you  consider  yourself  under  any  obligation 
to  pay,  to  any  government  agent,  officer,  or  employfi? 

Answer.  To  none,  sir.  There  is  no  agreement  and  no  understanding 
to  pay  to  anybody. 

Question.  Have  you  had  the  general  charge  of  the  vessels  belong- 
ing to  the  army  department  of  the  government  in  Baltimore? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  All  I  have  done  there  is,  whenever  they  would 
want  a  vessel  I  have  been  sent  for  by  Colonel  Belger,  who  wanted  to 
know  if  he  could  get  such  and  such  schooners;  and  I  was  sent  for  by 
General  Dix  and  General  Banks. 

Question.  Why  were  you  sent  for  in  preference  to  any  other  ship 
broker  or  commission  merchant? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say,  sir.  I  have  been  sent  for  by  General  Dix 
a  good  many  times,  when  he  would  say  they  wanted  to  send  some 
secret  expedition  to  a  certain  place  on  the  Potomac  or  the  Chesapeake, 
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and  he  wanted  to  know  the  depth  of  water  and  if  I  knew  any  steamers 
drawing  that  depth  of  water ;  and  I  have  been  out  and  made  an  ex- 
amination and  told  him  and  engaged  the  vessels. 

Question.  Did  you  furnish  any  vessels  on  better  terms  than  any 
other  commission  merchant  of  Baltimore  would  have  furnished  them  at? 

Answer.  I  think  I  have  furnished  at  a  less  price  than  they  would 
have  to  pay  if  they  had  gone  into  the  market  and  engaged  of  the 
brokers. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  Major  Belger,  or  Mr.  Loper,  or  any 
other  person  having  instructions  to  employ  you  in  preference  to  any 
one  else  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  of  any  arrangement  or  understanding,  tacit 
or  implied,  written  or  oral,  by  which  you  should  be  employed  in  pre- 
ference to  anybody  else  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  there  was  ever  in  the  world  any 
understanding  of  the  kind. 

Question.  How  often  have  you  employed  those  tug-boats  for  freight 
purposes  after  they  were  sold  to  the  United  States  government  ? 

Witness.  What  tug-boats  ? 

The  Chaibman.  Those  tug-boats  that  belonged  to  the  United  States. 

Witness.  For  private  purposes  ? 

The  Chaibman.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  We  had  in  the  port  of  Baltimore  one  tug  that  was  chartered 
to  the  government,  and  the  War  Department  and  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment having  a  great  many  vessels  there,  sometimes  they  would  want 
to  move  more  vessels  tl^n  what  one  tug- boat  could  do.  I  have  then, 
myself,  hired  other  tug-boats  to  move  these  vessels  and  paid  the 
owners  that  moved  them.  And  sometimes  there  has  been  not  any 
work  doing.  I  was  in  the  tug  business  before  this  war  broke  out.  Bo 
they  would  then  come  to  me  to  have  a  boat  moved  down  to  Locust 
Point  or  some  other  place  and  I  would  have  it  done.  In  making  up 
the  account  of  these  things  to  the  30th  of  July,  wbich  was  directed  to 
Colonel  Belger,  the  balance  due  to  the  govefnment  was  fifty-seven 
dollars,  1  think,  over  and  above  what  I  paid  out.  Since  that  time  the 
amount  paid  out  has  been  more  than  has  been  received. 

Question.  You  say  the  government  tug-boats  were  employed  for — 

Answer.  (Interposing.)     The  tug-boat  was  employed  so. 

Question.  For  private  purposes  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  for  the  government.  Ttie  government  had  paid 
for  one  tug-boat. 

Question.  I  asked  if  the  government  tug-boats  had  not  been  em- 
ployed in  tugging  boats  for  private  individuals  ? 

Answer.  I  explained  why  it  was. 

Question.  I  want  a  categorical  answer.  Is  the  government  tag- 
boat  so  used  ? 

Answer.  She  is,  sir. 

Question.  By  whose  direction  ? 

Answer.  By  my  direction,  in  that  way. 

Question.  What  authority  had  you  to' employ  her  in  that  way  ? 

Answer.  I  had  no  more  authority  than  I  had  to  employ  other  ves- 
sels to  tow  other  than  government  vessels.  ^  I 
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Question.  Had  you  any  authority  to  nse  a  government  vessel  alter 
she  was  chartered  to  government. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  had  any  authority,  but  I  had  paid  four 
or  five  hundred  dollars  for  towing  government  vessels  in  the  harbor, 
which  bill  had  not  been  paid. 

Question.  Has  any  government  vessel  or  tug-boat  been  employed 
there  in  tugging  vessels  belonging  to  private  parties? 

Answer.  In  no  case,  except  this  boat  that  was  in  the  habor,  as  I 
stated. 

Question.  In  how  many  cases  was  that  boat  you  speak  of,  in  the 
harbor,  used  for  tugging  private  boats  ? 
I     Answer.  I  could  not  say  how  much. 

Question.  Who  collected  the  amount  paid  by  those  individual 
owners  ? 

Answer.  My  clerk. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  with  it? 

Answer.  I  kept  an  account  of  it. 

Question.  Up  to  what  time  ? 

Answer.  To  the  30th  of  July. 

Question.  When  did  you  make  up  that  account  ? 

Answer.  To  the  last  of  July. 

Question.  When  were  the  entries  made? 

Answer.  At  that  time. 

Question.  Do  you  swear  that  the  entries  were  made  at  the  time  the 
tugging  was  done  ? 

Answer.  I  swear  this,  that  the  account  was  made  up  from  memo- 
randums up  to  the  bOth  of  July. 

Question.  I  am  not  asking  the  way  it  was  loade  up,  but  when  it  was 
made  up  and  rendered  ? 

Answer.  The  last  of  July  or  first  of  August;  the  last  of  July,  I  think. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  yon  to  swear  that  the  account  you  ren- 
dered to  government  on  the  last  of  July  contains  a  charge  against 
yourself  for  the  amount  that  you  received  for  this  tugging? 

Answer.  It  shows  a  balance  due  the  government  of  fifty-seven  dol- 
lars. I  think  it  states  this.  My  clerk  made  it  out,  showing  a  balance 
of  fifty- seven  dollars  due  the  United  States  government,  which  must 
be  deducted  from  the  charter  of  the  Haswell. 

Question  I  wish  to  know  whether  the  items  were  furnished  in  the 
account  you  rendered  on  the  last  of  July^  charging  yourself  with  the 
amount  you  received  from  the  private  owners  of  these  vessels  for  tugging: 
their  boats  ? 

Answer.  No  sir,  there  were  no  items ;  the  items  were  there  and. 
the  balance  was  struck. 

Question.  Who  had  the  items? 

Answer.  I  had  them. 

Question.  Where? 

Answer.  In  my  desk. 

Question.  On  your  books  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  have  them  on  your  books? 

Answer.  That  money  belonged  to  me.    I  kept  a  memorandum  of 
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Qaestion.  Do  you  keep  books  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Please  answer  the  question  again :  if  you  intended  to 
•credit  the  government  with  the  amount  you  received  for  tugging  these 
vessels,  why  did  you  not  enter  it  upon  the  books  at  the  time  you  re- 
ceived the  money  ? 

Answer.  It  would  have  been  a  good  deal  of  work  to  charge  every 
dollar  and  a  half  or  two  dollars  for  towing  a  vessel.  When  I  paid 
out  money  I  got  the  bills. 

Question.  Would  it  have  been  any  greater  work  than  to  have  kept 
it  in  private  memoranda  ? 

Answer.  When  the  clerk  collected  it  he  would  bring  in  such  an 
4imount  collected  such  a  day.  and  that  was  laid  to  one  side. 

Question.  Have  you  those  items  now  on  your  books  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  not  got  them  on  an  account  recently  rendered, 
or  about  to  be  rendered  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  all  I  have  got  is  for  money  paid  out.  That  item 
I  have  rendered. 

Question.  When  did  you  first  charter  the  Herbert? 

Answer.  The  Herbert  was  chartered  to  the  Navy  Department,  in 
the  first  place,  August  19. 

Question.  For  what  purpose? 

Answer.  For  blockading,  I  believe,  the  Potomac  river.  8he  was 
chartered  to  Mr.  Welles. 

Question.  When  did  you  charter  the  James  Murray  ? 

Answer.  The  same  day. 

Question.  When  was  the  Herbert  lost  at  sea? 

Answer.  The  Herbert  was  chartered  then.  After  she  got  through 
with  the  Navy  Department  she  was  then  chartered  to  the  Burnside 
expedition,  I  think,  on  the  first  day  of  January  or  29th  of  December, 
and  she  was  lost  on  the  30th  of  January,  I  think. 

Question.  To  whom  did  you  charter  the  Fairy  Queen  and  Edwin 
Forrest? 

Answer.  To  Mr.  Fox,  in  the  first  place. 

Question.  When? 

Answer.  On  the  19th  of  August. 

Question.  How  long  did  that  charter  last? 

Answer.  The  Edwin  Forrest  was  transferred  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment in  October  or  November,  and  then  they  got  through  with  them ; 
and  the  Fairy  Queen  and  Edwin  Forrest  were  chartered  to  the 
McClellan  expedition. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  charte   them  to  Mr.  Fox  for? 

Answer.  Forty  dollars  a  day,  I  believe. 

Question.  How  much  to  Captain  Hodges  ? 

Answer.  Captain  Hodges  paid  $45  ;  we  run  our  risk  ;  they  run  the 
war  risk  and  the  sea  risk,  both,  in  the  Navy  Department.  When 
we  took  the  charter  for  the  McClellan  expedition  the  owners  run  the 
»ea  risk,  and  the  government  the  war  risk. 

Question.  Ton  have  not  mentioned  the  steamer  Patapsoo;  did  yon 
have  any  connexion  with  her? 
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Answer.  I  bought  the  steamer  Patapsco  of  the  mayor  aua  city 
coancil  of  Baltimore,  and  kept  her  some  time.  I  owned  one-half  and 
Mr.  Coblens  bought  the  other  half.  He  paid  all  the  money  for  her, 
and  went  on  and  repaired  her  at  an  expense  of  2,500  and  odd  dollars, 
I  think  ;  then  I  sold  him  out  the  whole  interest  for  $600  advance.  I 
got  $600  profit. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  get  per  day  for  the  Patapsco? 

Answer.  The  charter-party  was  $86. 

Question.  What  was  her  tonnage  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  now,  but  I  think  in  the  neighborhood  of 
100  tons  ;  it  may  be  less.  She  is  an  iron  boat,  a  flat  boat,  of  very  light 
draught  of  water,  with  two  engines.  She  may  be  over  100  tons  ;  she 
would  take  250  or  300  soldiers  and  carry  a  good  many  stores  on  four 
feet  water. 

Question.  You  saw  Captain  Loper  first,  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
at  Annapolis  ? 

Answer.  I  met  Captain  Loper  at  Annapolis  when  I  went  down  to 
get  my  charter-party  for  the  Herbert ;  I  aid  not  know  he  was  there 
until  I  went  down. 

Question.  When  was  that? 

Answer.  That  was  the  last  of  December,  1861.  The  Murray  and  the 
Herbert  were  at  work  at  Annapolis,  and  were  about  to  leave  to  go  upon 
this  expedition,  and  I  went  up  to  see  them  off,  and  met  Capt.  Loper. 

Question.  You  then  came  down  before  the  Burnside  expedition  to 
Washington  and  the  War  Department,  and  there  you  saw  Mr.  Tucker? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  it  was  after  this  ;  the  Burnside  expedition  started 
before  the  McGlellan  expedition.  The  Burnside  expedition  started 
from  Annapolis  about  the  middle  of  January,  and  Mr.  Stanton  had 
not  advertised  for  these  vessels  for  the  McCIellan  expedition  before  the 
first  of  February. 

.  Question.  Am  I  right  in  understanding  you  that  your  percentage  is 
divided  with  Captain  Loper  only  in  regard  to  the  Burjiside  expediton  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  McCIellan  expedition  ;  the  Burnside  expe- 
dition was  all  made  up  and  gone  before  I  saw  Captain  Loper.  These 
two  vessels  I  chartered  to  Qen.i  Burnside,  his  chief  engineer  examined 
them,  and  the  charter-parties  were  signed  by  Mr.  Tucker,  I  think,  in 
Philadelphia  ;  I  know  I  sent  them  on  there,  and  they  were  signed. 

Question.  You  then  went  to  Philadelphia  from  here,  and  saw  Mr. 
Tucker  and  Captain  Loper  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  saw  Mr.  Tucker  here,  first. 

Question.  You  then  went  to  Baltimore  and  ascertained  the  number 
and  character  of  vessels  you  were  to  supply  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  you  carried  that  list  on  to  Philadelphia? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  with  the  tonnage,  length  of  decks,  width  and 
breadth  of  beam,  &c.,  of  the  vessels  ;  and  there  they  established  the 
price  for  the  sailing  vessels. 

Question.  Did  you  go  to  Philadelphia  more  than  once? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  believe  that  I  went  to  Philadelphia 
after  the  interview  I  had  then  tor  two  months. 
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Qaestion.  What  did  you  go  back  to  Philadelphia  at  that  time  for  ? 

Witness.  What  time? 

The  Chairman.  The  last  time. 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  when  I  was  there  after  that ;  it  was  on 
no  business  connected  with  the  government,  though. 

Question.  Have  you  not  sworn  upon  a  previous  occasion  that  you 
went  to  Philadelphia,  and  there  found  out  the  character  of  the  vessels 
that  Mr.  Tucker  would  employ,  and  then  came  back  to  Baltimore  to 
see  about  getting  them? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  not  so  sworn  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  don't  think  I  have  ;  I  have  sworn  that  I  came 
here  to  Washington  after  I  saw  the  letter  of  Mr.  Stanton,  and  then 
saw  Mr.  Tucker,  and  he  stated  to  me  the  class  of  vessels  they  would 
want,  but  they  had  not  set  a  price  ;  they  would  go  into  all  the  markets 
and  see  what  they  could  be  got  for,  and  put  the  price  accordingly  ; 
they  established  the  price  on  Monday  after  that.  I  never  saw  Mr. 
Tucker  until  I  saw  him  here  ;  if  they  have  that  down  here  in  my  tes- 
timony it  is  down  wrong.  The  first  I  knew  of  this  was  this  ad- 
vertisement of  Mr.  Stanton. 

Question.  You  say  you  have  received  $45,000  of  commissions  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  about  that. 

Question  How  many  vessels  are  there  now  in  the  government  em- 
ploy upon  which  you  are  receiving  five  per  cent,  upon  their  earnings  ? 

Answer.  It  is  not  a  large  number  now ;  most  of  the  McOlellan 
expedition  are  out. 

Question.  Please  state  the  names  of  the  vessels  upon  which  you  are 
receiving  five  per  cent. 

Answer.  I  cannot  recollect. 

Question.  You  must  try  and  recollect.  A  man  who  is  receiving 
five  per  cent,  revenue  from  a  ship  should  be  able  to  tell  her  name. 

Answer.  I  have  every  ship,  and  the  commission  received  and  the 
prices  attached,  on  my  books. 

Question.  We  desire  you  to  furnish  us  that  list. 

Answer.  You  can  get  it  from  Mr.  Watson. 

Question.  We  prefer  having  it  in  your  testimony.  We  desire  to 
know  what  vessels  are  now  in  the  employ  of  the  government  chartered 
by  you. 

Answer.  I  can  give  you  some. 

Question.  Take  the  steamers. 

Answer.  The  steamer  Baltimore. 

Question.  At  how  much  per  day? 

Answer.  At  $250  a  day.  The  steamer  Fairy  Queen  and  the  steamer 
Edwin  Forrest  are  |45  each  per  day  ;  the  steamer  Q-eorgia  is  at  $350 
a  day  ;  she  is  a  large  boat ;  the  steamer  Portsmouth  and  the  steamer 
Juniatta.  I  think  all  the  other  boats  have  been  discharged,  but  I  am 
not  certain  of  it.  For  schooners,  there  is  the  schooner  Julia  Smith, 
the  Wost  Wind,  the  Norman,  the  Emily  Amelia.  I  should  think 
there  are  about  twenty  schooners  probably  in  the  service  now.  I  can- 
not tell  all  the  names.  I  think  the  Fairy  Queen  and  E.  Forrest  are 
at  $40  a  day. 
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Question.  What  is  their  tonnage  ? 

Answer.  They  would  average,  I  suppose,  160  tons. 

Question.  How  much  are  they  chartered  for  per  ton? 

Answer.  Four  dollars  per  ton  per  month.  That  was  the  price 
established  by  the  War  Department.  I  believe  in  all  cases  that  is  what 
they  have  paid.  There  is  no  case  where  it  is  over  that,  and  in  some 
cases  it  is  less.  The  uniform  price  was  four  dollars  per  ton  per  month, 
the  custom-house  registered  tonnage. 

Question.  Upon  all  the  vessels  you  have  named,  and  no  others,  you 
are  now  receiving  upon  their  earnings  five  per  cent,  and  no  more? 

Answer.  I  would  not  say  I  have  named  all,  but  to  my  best  recol- 
lection.    There  is  a  lot  of  barges. 

Question.  Are  you  not  receiving  ten  per  cent,  on  the  Portsmouth? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  this  is  a  new  charter.     There  was  an  old  charter. 

Question.  Under  the  old  charter  you  received  ten  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  but  not  on  the  full  amount  received  from  govern- 
ment. It  would  amount  to  seven  and  one-half  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
paid  by  government. 

Question.  Who  signed  the  charter-parties  of  the  vessels  you  char- 
tered? 

Answer.  Captain  Hodges  signed  the  biggest  part  of  them  for  the 
McClellan  expedition ;  for  those  in  the  department  at  Baltimore, 
Col.  Belger. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Tucker  sign  any  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  1  don't  think  Mr.  Tucker  signed  any  since  he 
has  been  Assistant  Secretary  of  War.     Previous  to  that  he  did. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  them  for  the  owners  of  the  vessels? 

Answer.  In  a  good  many  cases  I  did. 

Qnestion.  Who  signed  them  in  other  cases? 

Answer.  The  owners  and  captains.  In  the  case  of  the  barges  for 
the  McClellan  expedition,  the  bargemen  had  no  money,  and  they  had 
to  have  anchors  and  chains  and  tow-lines  for  two  months,  and  I  fur- 
nished all  the  barges  with  supplies  and  took  the  charter-parties  in  my 
own  name  for  security. 

Question.  Did  you  in  your  former  testimony  swear  that  you  paid 
McFarlane  $450  interest  for  |500  for  three  months  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  think  I  swore  the  same  then  as  now. 

Question.  Did  you  not,  also,  on  a  former  occasion,  swear  that  you 
paid  McFarlane  $500  for  throwing  vessels  into  your  hands  ? 

Answer.     No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  sure  you  did  not  swear  to  that? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  that.  I  asked  them  to  read  my  testi- 
mony over  to  me  when  it  was  taken  by  Mr.  Baker,  but  he  would  not 
do  it.     There  was  no  bargain  between  Mr.  McFarlane  and  me. 

Question.  You  never  paid  McFarlane  any  other  sum  than  $300  ? 

Answer.  I  never  paid  him  more  than  that.  I  think  it  was  only 
$450.  You  can  put  it  for  commissions  received  for  vessels,  or  for  the 
use  of  the  money,  or  any  other  way.  There  was  nothing  said  about 
it. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  giving  your  testimony  to  Mr.  Baker,  what 
Baker  was  that  ? 
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Answer.  This  detective  Baker  ;  I  gave  my  testimony  there 

Qaestion.  Do  yoa  say  yon  do  not  know  what  yon  swore  to  on  that 
occasion  ? 

Answer.  I  asked  him,  after  he  took  down  the  testimony,  if  he  would 
not  let  the  clerk  that  took  it  down  read  it  over  to  me  before  I  signed 
it,  so  that  I  might  know  that  it  was  all  right.  He  said,  no,  they 
were  in  a  hnrry  to  go  away  ;  and  I  signed  it^  and  I  found  he  reported 
to  Mr.  Stanton  different  from  what  it  was,  and  I  came  down  here  and 
told  him,  '^  Mr.  Baker,  the  testimony  yoa  have  down  is  wrong,  as  I 
understand,  and  I  want  to  correct  it."  He  asked  how  ?  I  said,  '^As 
to  charter  parties.  I  understand  that  you  said  to  Mr.  Watson  that  I 
stated  in  my  testimony  that  the  charter  parties  were  handed  to  me 
signed  for  me  to  fill  up,  and  I  had  them  so  in  my  office.  That  is  a 
mistake.  When  I  left  Philadelphia  on  the  24th  day  of  February,  1862, 
Captain  Hodges  handed  me  six  or  seven  hundred  blank  charter  parties 
for  me  to  bring  home  to  have  them  filled  up  by  my  clerk,  and  to  have 
the  owners  sign  them,  and  Captain  Hodges  would  be  there  on  a  cer- 
tain day  and  sign  them  himself." 

Question.  'Did  you  know  a  clerk  named  Bixler? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  give  him  Mr.  Coblen's  check  for  $500? 

Answer.  No^  sir.  I  gave  him  my  own  check  for  $450.  I  was  re- 
quested to  do  it.     It  was  paid  back  to  me. 

Question.  What  was  it  for  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  understood  it  was  |460.  They  paid  it 
to  him,  handed  it  to  him  and  Coblens  paid  me  the  money  back. 

Question.  You  say  that  only  one  government  tug  in  the  harbor  was 
used  for  tugging  private  boats? 

Answer.  I  would  not  say  that. 

Question.  Did  you  not  say  that  in  the  former  part  of  your  testi- 
mony ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  said  one  tug  was  kept  in  the  harbor  all  the  time 
for  towing. 

Question.  Did  you  not  say  that  only  one  tug  was  kept  ? 

Answer.  That  was  the  only  tug  employed  all  the  time,  but  others 
used  to  go  up  and  down. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  Patapsco  was  used  there  to 
tow  private  vessels  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

Question.  Was  she  not  used  upon  your  direction  ? 

Answer.  Upon  certain  occasions  she  was. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  pay  for  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  the  Haswell  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  at  this  same  time. 

Question.  Was  the  Fairy  Queen  ? 

Answer.  Undoubtedly,  at  the  same  time. 

Question.  And  you  received  the  pay  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Qnestion.  Yon  did  not  enter  npon  your  books  any  credit  to  the 
government  against  yourself  for  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  keep  any  books  of  it,  but  I  have  re- 
-ceipts  to  show  what  I  paid.     I  paid  something  like  $500. 

Question.  What  did  the  Patapsco  cost  ? 

Answer.  I  paid  the  city  |1,200  for  her. 

Question.  And  you  chartered  her  for  $85  a  day  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  does  she  belong  to? 

Answer.  Mr.  Coblens. 

Question.  How  long  has  she  been  under  this  charter? 

Answer.  She  has  been  out  of  the  charter  for  some  time. 

Question.  For  how  long? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Where  is  she  ? 

Answer.  In  Baltimore,  I  think. 

Question.  How  long  was  she  in  the  employ  of  the  government? 

Answer.  About  four  months,  I  think. 

Question.  When  did  the  government  cease  to  employ  her  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Was  it  since  December  1st? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  she  was  out  of  service  before  that.  That 
is  my  impression.  She  was  of  the  same  class  of  boats  with  some 
similar  boats  in  New  York,  that  were  chartered  at  |120  a  day.  She 
would  go  where  some  boats  of  that  class  could  not  go.  The  boats 
that  carried  the  same  amount  of  troops  and  stores  were  chartered  at 
.$120  a  day.  Having  two  engines  she  could  turn  around  in  her  own 
length,  and  that  made  her  very  handy  in  going  up  creeks  and  bays. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  man  named  Captain  Sargeant,  acting  as 
quartermaster  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  don't  believe  I  do. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  chartered  any  vessels  for  Andrew  Gray  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.     Of  the  firm  of  Kelsey  &  Gray. 

Question.  How  many? 

Answer.  I  have  taken  a  good  many  vessels  for  that  firm. 

Question.  What  did  you  charge  them  ? 

Answer.  The  owners  of  the  vessels  paid  me  five  per  cent.;  in  some 
cases  we  divided,  and  I  only  got  2^  per  cent,  and  they  got  2^  per  cent. 
Kelsey  &  Gray  are  ship-brokers,  likewise. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  vessels  for  them  for  the  McClellan  expe- 
dition? 

Answer.  I  took  vessels  that  they  had  to  come  to  them. 

Question.  Any  for  the  Burnside  expedition? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  Burnside  expedition  I  had  nothing  to  do  with. 

Question.  You  have  been  chartering  of  them  all  along? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  when  they  had  a  vessel  to  suit. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  charter  any  of  Richard  M.  Heslen? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  ? 

Answer.  A  good  many. 

Question.  How  much  did  he  pay  you? 

Answer.  The  money  was  paid  by  the  owners  of  the  vesseQOglc 
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Question.  How  mach  did  yon  receive  on  the  vesBelB  yon  chartered 
of  him  ? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent,  and  two  and  a  half  per  cent. ;  a  good  many 
of  them  were  two  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Question.  Did  you  not,  for  the  vessels  chartered  for  the  Bnrnside 
expedition,  receive  of  him  seven  and  a  half  per  cent.? 

Answer.  I  received  only  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  Burnside 
expedition,  myself. 

Question.  Who  received  the  rest? 

Answer.  Mr.  Brant 

Question.  Who  was  that? 

Answer.  The  man  who  had  *he  water  contract. 

Question.  What  is  his  full  name  ? 

Answer.  J.  Brant,  jr. 

Question.  Did  he  get  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  came  he  to  have  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  I  am  sure.  He  had  the  contract  for  the 
snpply  of  the  water  for  the  Burnside  expedition,  and  I  got  the  vessels 
for  him  with  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  I  got  two  and  a  half  per 
cent.,  and  that  is  all. 

Question.  Did  Heslen  know  of  Brant  in  the  transaction  ? 

Answer.  Yes  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  know  that  five  of  the  7^  per  cent,  was  goings 
to  Brant  as  commission  ? 

Answer.  Certainly. 

Question.  Did  Heslen? 

Answer.  Certainly  he  did.     I  told  him  so. 

Question.  How  happened  it  that  you  did  not  charge  your  usual  per- 
centage in  that  case — that  you  divided  with  Brant? 

Answer.  I  did  not  divide  with  Brant,  but  Brant  told  me  he  must 
have  five  per  cent,  on  the  vessels. 

Question.  What  claim  had  Brant  on  the  five  per  cent,  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  anything  about  that. 

Question.  Why  did  you  allow  him  to  have  it? 

Answer.  He  put  the  business  in  my  hands,  and  I  gave  him  that 
for  the  business. 

Question.  Where  does  Brant,  jr.,  reside? 

Answer.  In  Baltimore.  He  had  a  contract  and  gave  me  that  busi- 
ness ;  he  could  not  attend  to  it  himself,  and  gave  it  to  me  and  I  at- 
tended to  it,  and  got  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  my  trouble,  and  the 
owners  paid  him  five  per  cent ;  that  is,  on  the  Burnside  expedition. 

Question.  Did  you  tell  any  one  that  nobody  could  charter  any  ves- 
sels to  government  but  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  never  in  the  world. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  attempt  to  create  that  impression? 

Answer.  Never  in  the  world. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  anybody  else  attempting  to  create  that 
impression  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  anybody  else  did. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that?  ^         I 
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Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  such  fact. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  give  Mr.  Heslen  blank  charter-parties  to 
fill  up? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  to  Mr.  Gray  or  any  other  parties? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  What  I  mean  by  blank  charter-parties  is  merely 
the  printed  forms.  For  instance,  if  they  had  a  vessel  I  would  tell 
them,  take  these  charter-parties. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  give  to  Mr.  Heslen  any  blank  charter-par- 
ties previously  signed  by  Col.  Belger,  Captain  Hodges,  or  Mr.  Tucker  ? 

Answer.  I  never  had  such  a  charter-party  in  my  possession  in  the 
world.  I  never  had  a  charter-party  signed  by  any  officer  of  the  gov- 
ernment in  the  world  before  it  was  filled  up. 

Question.  You  say  the  business  you  received  from  Mr.  Heslen  you 
received  through  Mr.  Brant? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  took  vessels  from  all  these  parties  for  Brant — 
from  different  brokers,  different  people. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  reason  Brant  had  a 
claim  on  you  for  five  per  cent,  of  this  seven  and  a-half  per  cent,  paid 
by  Heslen  was  that  Brant  threw  Heslen's  business  into  your  hands? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Then  I  put  the  question  again  :  how  came  it  that  Brant 
received  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  Brant  engaged  me  to  furnish  transportation  for  this  expe- 
dition, and  I  would  take  the  vessels  of  anybody  that  had  them.  If 
Mr.  Heslen  had  a  vessel  suited  to  the  water,  that  would  not  draw  over 
eight  feet,  I  took  it ;  it  was  very  difficult  to  find  them.  If  a  man  sent 
such  vessel  to  him,  say,  from  Boston,  and  we  examined  her  and  found 
she  would  do,  I  would  take  that  vessel^  and  I  would  take  two  and  a 
half  per  cent,  and  pay  Mr.  Brant  five  per  cent.  The  owner  of  the 
boat  paid  seven  and  a  half  per  cent.  I  would  take  some  of  Kelsey 
&  Gray,  and  any  other  parties  in  Baltimore.  I  took  them  of  all 
parties. 

Question.  Were  these  charter-parties  you  speak  of  now,  on  which 
Brant  got  five  per  cent.,  signed  by  Brant  and  the  government  agent? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  they  were  signed  by  Mr.  Tucker  before 
he  was  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

Question.  What  right  had  Brant  to  control  the  employment  of 
these  vessels,  and  how  could  he  designate  them  ? 

Ansiyer.  Brant  had  a  contract  for  the  water  ;  we  were  to  furnish 
the  water.  Mr.  Brant  had  the  contract  for  the  water  and  he  was  to 
put  it  on  board  the  vessels  at  such  a  price,  and  the  contract  was  that 
the  vessels  should  not  draw  over  eight  feet  of  water  loaded  going  to 
Hatteras  Inlet.  Whenever  he  wanted  a  vessel  to  carry  so  many  bar- 
rels I  would  go  into  the  market  and  get  it.  That  was  his  contract. 
He  claimed  five  per  cent,  commission  on  the  vessels. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Tucker  know  that  you  and  Brant  were  dividing 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  no,  I  do  not  think  he  did. 

Question.  Did  Colonel  Belger  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  Colonel  Belger  did  not  know  anything  aboutit. 
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Question.  Did  Colonel  Belger  know  that  you  were  getting  five  and 
seven  per  cent,  on  all  these  vessels  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  that  he  knows  anything  about  it. 

Question.  Did  he  know  you  were  getting  a  per  cent,  at  all? 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  he  did. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  a  conversation  with  him  on  that 
subject? 

Answer.  Not  a  word. 

Question.  Was  there  ever  any  conversation  between  him  and  any 
other  parties  on  this  subject  in  your  presence  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Or  between  you  and  any  other  parties  in  his  presence? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  until  since  this  thing  came  out ;  within  a 
month  or  six  weeks.  I  never  received  one  dollar  from  the  govern- 
ment for  my  services  rendered  in  any  way,  shape,  or  manner,  and  I 
have  been  employed  night  and  day  and  Sundays. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  the  barge  Delaware  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  For  how  much? 

Answer.  The  barge  Delaware  and  the  tug-boat  Lioness  were  char- 
tered together.  My  impression  is  now  that  it  was  $120  a  day  for  the 
two  for  one  month,  with  the  privilege  of  taking  her  as  long  as  they 
wanted  her. 

Question.  How  much  is  the  Lioness  worth? 

Answer.  About  six  or  eight  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  There  is  a  difference  between  six  and  eight  thousand 
dollars? 

Answer.  If  they  under  charter  she  was  worth  eight  thousand — not 
under  charter  six  thousand. 

Question.  Was  she  worth  $6,000? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  she  was,  without  a  charter. 

Question.  Do  you  know  about  the  Telegraph  ? 

Answer.  I  know  of  such  a  boat^  but  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  her  ; 
I  did  not  charter  her,  and  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  chartering  her. 

Question.  How  much  is  the  barge  Delaware  worth  by  herself. 

Answer.  I  should  think  that  barge  was  worth  $2,500. 

Question.  How  much  would  she  be  worth  a  day  ? 

Answer.  I  know  that  Captain  Hodges  and  Mr.  Tucker  thought 
she  was  the  cheapest  thing  they  chartered. 

Question.  I  ask  for  your  opinion  ? 

Answer.  As  they  were  paying  for  vessels,  I  think  she  was  worth 
seventy  dollars  a  day — sixty  or  seventy. 

Question.  How  much  did  the  barge  Delaware  cost  you  to  run  her 
per  day  ? 

Answer.  The  government  did  not  pay  it. 

Question.  How  much  did  it  cost  the  owners  ? 

Answer.  Six  or  seven  dollars  a  day,  to  say  nothing  about  the 
insurance,  and  that  was  very  heavy,  for  they  run  the  sea  risk.  She 
was  a  very  large  barge^  double-decked,  carrying  a  thousand  barrels 
under  deck  and  110  mules  or  horses  between  decks,  and  then  troops 
on  the  upper  deck.  / 
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Qaestion.  Did  you,  in  any  instance,  receive  twelve  per  cent,  com- 
miraion  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  that  I  ever  did. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  that  if  you  had  done  so  you  would 
have  recollected  it  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  twelve  per  cent,  in  any  case.  Ten  per 
cent.,  I  think,  is  the  highest  I  received ;  not  ten  per  cent.,  as  I  told 
you  before,  on  the  amount  received  from  government,  because  there 
was  twenty  or  thirty  a  day  oflF  for  insurance. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  discounted  any  for  the  owners  or  brokers 
of  these  vessels  for  procuring  the  amount  due  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  For  whom  ? 

Answer.  For  different  parties. 

Question.  How  much  have  you  charged  for  that? 

Answer.  Before  they  had  a  certificate,  and  before  the  charter-party 
was  due,  for  instance,  I  have  charged  one  per  cent.,  two  per  cent., 
two  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  charged  more  than  two  and  a  half  per 
cent  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  may  have  charged  five  per  cent. 

Question.  Have  you  charged  five  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  say. 

Question.  Have  you  not  charged  more  than  five? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  I  have. 

Question.  Are  you  willing  to  swear  that  you  have  not  charged 
more  than  that  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  have  ever  got  five  per  cent.,  unless  there 
was  something  else  connected  with  it.  If  a  man  came  and  wanted 
to  get  his  money  in  advance,  I  have  advanced  it.  I  have  advanced  a 
good  deal  of  money.  I  have  paid  one  per  cent,  a  month  to  banks,  to 
get  money  to  advance  to  these  captains  and  owners. 

Qaestion.  How  much  have  you  received  for  these  discounts? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  ;  not  a  very  large  amount. 

Question.  State  it  approximately. 

Answer.  I  may  have  received  |3,000. 

Question.  Have  you  received  more  than  $3,000  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  believe  I  have.  I  cannot  tell  you.  It  takes  a 
good  many  items  to  make  up  |3,000.  These  charter-parties  were 
most  of  them  barges,  and  would  not  amount  to  more  than  $300  a 
month  ? 

Question.  Have  vou,  in  any  instance,  discounted  as  low  as  one  per 
cent.  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  advanced  a  good  deal  of  money,  and 
never  got  a  cent  for  it. 

Question.  Who  have  you  discounted  for  at  one  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  the  names  ;  but  different  barges. 

Question.  Who  at  one  and  a  half  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  the  names  ;  but  I  have  furnished  captains  a 
large  amount  of  money  and  never  charged  a  cent. 

Question.  Who  have  you  discounted  for  at  two  per  cent.  ? 
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Answer.  I  cannot  tell  yon  the  names  ;  I  might  tell  the  names  of 
the  barges. 

Question.  Tell  the  names  of  the  barges. 

Answer.  It  is  difficult  to  carry  the  names  of  so  many  barges. 

Question.  We  can  get  it  by  calling  the  owner  of  the  boat,  if  yea 
will  name  the  barge. 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  the  names  ;  I  kept  no  account  of  it. 

Question.  Who  have  you  discounted  for  as  low  as  two  and  a  half 
per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  I  have  kept  a  good  many  barges  chartered.  Tou  see, 
these  charter-parties  were  payable  in  New  York  and  Washington. 

By  the  Chairman.  You  can  answer  yes  or  no  without  encumbering 
the  record  so  much. 

Question.  Who  have  you  discounted  for  at  three  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Who  at  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  in  any  instance. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  you  have  discounted  in  a  great 
many  instances  ? 

Answer.  I  would  not  say  a  great  many  instances.  I  would  not  put 
the  emphasis  on  it  very  strong. 

Question.  And  you  cannot  remember  the  name  of  a  person  for  whom 
a  discount  was  made,  nor  the  name  of  a  vessel  ? 

Answer.  On  barges  and  schooners  1  have  advanced  money  and 
waited  until  the  charter  party  became  due,  and  I  have  taken  as  high 
as  one  per  cent,  to  three  per  cent.     I  don't  think  I  have  taken  five 

Eer  cent.  The  government  has  been  paying  in  certificates  that  have 
een  selling  at  one  to  three  per  cent,  discount. 

Question.  With  what  other  person  besides  Loper  have  you  divided 
the  percentage  you  made  ? 

Answer.  No  one,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  made  any  agreement,  or  are  you  under  any 
implied  or  absolute  obligation  in  law  or  in  honor,  to  divide  with  or 
pay  to  any  one  any  sum  of  money  for  assisting  you  in  making  these 
charters  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  anybody,  sir. 


Washington,  Friday^  January  16,  1863. 
Amasa  C.  Hall,  recalled,  testified  further  as  follows : 

Examined  by  tJie  chairman. 

Question.  The  subpoena  that  was  served  upon  you  directed  you  to 
appear  here  with  your  books.     Have  you  them  with  you  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not.  I  believe  it  did  not  say  anything  about  the 
books. 

Question.  It  did  say  "books  and  accounts.'* 

Answer.  I  did  not  notice  that.  It  was  almost  ten  o'clock  when  the 
gentleman  came  to  my  office.  He  had  to  go  home  at  once,  and  was 
in  a  hurry.     He  was  in  such  a  hurry  that  I  did  ng%.M^  tbat^  .  .^ 
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Question.  Yau  were  directed  also  to  produce  a  list  of  the  vessels 
that  you  have  chartered  or  have  been  instrumental  in  chartering. 
Have  you  that  ? 

Answer.  I  expect  to  have  it  here  every  moment  from  the  War 
Department.     An  exact  copy  is  there. 

Question.  Why  have  you  not  made  one  during  the  past  week,  since 
that  order  was  given  to  you,  from  your  books  ? 

Answer.  The  clerk  I  had,  who  attended  to  that  business  entirely, 
has  been  away,  and  Squire  Sly,  my  counsel,  had  written  to  Mr.  Wat- 
son to  furnish  the  original,  or  get  a  copy  made,  and  send  it  to  me  at 
Baltimore. 

Question.  When  did  you  say  you  had  your  first  conservation  with 
Captain  Loper  in  regard  to  furnishing  transportation  ? 

Answer.  At  Annapolis.  That,  I  think,  was  about  the  24th  of 
January,  1862. 

Question.  Up  to  that  time  had  you  furnished  no  transportation  to 
the  government  ? 

Answer.  0,  yes,  sir;  1  had  furnished  some  transportation  for  the 
department  at  Baltimore  previous  to  that. 

Question.  How  many  vessels  had  you  furnished  previous  to  that 
time? 

Answer.  But  a  very  few;  merely  for  transporting  some  troops  and 
some  stuff  on  the  eastern  shore  above. 

Question.  State  what  vessels  they  were. 

Answer.  The  Pocahontas,  the  Georgia,  and  the  Portsmouth,  I 
think,  were  all  the  steamers 

Question.  Had  you  furnished  any  sailing  vessels  or  barges  ? 

Answer.  Very  few  sailing  vessels;  some  few  for  a  trip  to  carry  some 
stores  to  the  eastern  shore. 

Question.  Had  you  at  that  time  furnished  all  the  transportation 
that  was  desired  at  Baltimore  for  the  government? 

Answer.  I  think  I  had,  sir,  up  from  the  1st  of  August. 

Question.  From  the  1st  of  August,  1861,  to  February,  1862,  you 
had  furnished  all  the  transportation  that  was  furnished  to  the  govern- 
ment at  the  port  of  Baltimore. 

Answer.  1  would  not  say  all,  but  all  that  I  am  aware  of,  or  nearly 
all ;  there  had  been  but  very  little.  There  was  very  little  doing  at 
that  time  for  trausportation. 

Question.  But  whatever  was  done  was  done  by  you. 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  have  any  knowledge,  yes,  sir.  There  was  very 
little.  I  don't  think  there  were  half  a  dozen  vessels  taken  for  the 
trip  up  and  along  in  the  fall.  The  business  was  very  light,  and  pretty 
much  all  the  stuff  sent  away  to  the  army  was  sent  on  the  railroad,  so 
far  as  my  knowledge  extends. 

Question.  Have  you  chartered  any  vessels  since  you  gave  your 
testimony  the  other  day  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  what  ones. 

Answer.  Colonel  Belger  has  chartered  them,  sir. 

Question.  They  have  been  chartered  through  you. 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  there  were  ahout  six  or  eight  chartered 
for  taking  water. 

Question.  State  the  names  of  the  vessels. 

Answer.  I  don't  know  as  I  can  call  the  names  now.  I  think  the 
William  Carroll  was  one,  the  Silver  Star,  the  J.  H.  Burnett,  and  two 
or  three  harges. 

Question.  Are  those  all  that  you  have  chartered  since  you  were 
here  before  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  think  not.     I  don't  remember  the  names  now. 

Question.  Whom  were  they  chartered  of? 

Answer    A  great  many  individuals. 

Question.  State  the  names. 

Answer.  William  Applegarth,  Eelsey  &  Gray,  R.  M.  Heslen. 
They  are  not  their  vessels,  but  they  act  as  brokers. 

Question.  What  per  cent,  did  you  get  upon  those  ? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  And  no  more. 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  not  in  any  instance  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Question.  Are  you  not  positive  whether  you  received  more  or  less? 

Answer.  I  believe  that  is  all  the  percentage  I  got. 

Question.  Do  you  state  positively  that  that  is  all  the  percentage 
that  you  received  or  are  to  receive  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  of  any  case  of  over  five  per  cent.  sir. 

Question.  If  you  took  over  five  per  cent,  would  you  not  recollect  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  so. 

Question.  Then  are  you  willing  to  swear  positively  that  you  neither 
have  taken^  nor  agreed  to  take,  more  than  five  per  cent. 

Answer.  I  would  not  swear  positively.  My  impression  is  that  Mr. 
Heslen  paid  me  twenty-five  dollars  extra  on  a  vessel  over  and  above 
five  per  cent. 

Question.  Who  else  paid  you  extra  besides  him  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  recollect  anybody  else. 

Question.  Can  you  recollect  that  nobody  else  did  pay  more? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  anybody  else  that  did  pay  more. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  that  nobody  else  did  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Can  you  swear  positively  that  nobody  else  paid  you  more? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  not  at  all.     I  look  to  my  books  to  see. 

Question.  When  did  this  transaction  you  speak  of  occur  ?  Was  it 
within  the  past  week  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  think  not. 

Question.  When  did  you  testify  here  before  ? 

Answer.  Last  Tuesday,  I  think. 

Question.  I  am  interrogating  you  about  transactions  that  have  oc- 
curred since  you  gave  your  testimony  before. 

Answer.  I  would  not  swear  that  that  was  since  or  before. 

Question.  Have  you  agreed  to  receive,  or  required  any  party  to  pay, 
more  than  five  per  cent,  since  you  testified  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  recollect  of  requiring  it  in  any  case.  The  twenty- 
five  dollars  of  Mr.  Heslen — I  received  it ;  I  did  not  require  it. 
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Qaestion.  Have  yoa  received,  or  has  anybody  agreed  to  pay  you, 
more  than  five  per  cent,  npon  any  contract  since  yon  were  here  before  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  refased  to  charter  vessels  to  parties  who  have 
testified  before  this  committee? 

Answer.  I  have  refused  to  charter  vessels  of  nobody. 

Question.  Have  you  declared  that  you  would  not  charter  vessels  of 
persons  who  have  testified  befote  this  committee,  or  before  other  par- 
ties who  were  investigating  transactions  in  this  connexion  ? 

Answer.  Not  in  a  single  case.  I  never  said  so.  I  said  I  would  not- 
charter  of  a  secessionist — nobody  else.  I  have  been  chartering  of  Mr. 
John  Rhodes.  A  man  came  to  me  and  asked  me  about  it.  I  told 
him  I  had  heard  some  talk  of  him.  He  said  if  I  took  any  more  of  him 
he  would  report  me  to  the  government — to  the  custom-house  and  at 
Washington.  I  asked  him  why?  He  said,  ''  because  he  is  as  rabid 
a  secessionist  as  there  is  in  Baltimore."  I  said  I  had  had  my  sus- 
picions of  him  and  had  not  taken  many  of  him  on  that  account.  He 
says,  ''  I  have  been  talking  with  him  this  morning,  and  he  is  as  bit- 
ter as  death." 

Question.  Who  is  the  man  with  whom  you  were  speaking  ? 

Answer.  He  is  the  captain  of  the  revenue  cutter  Jackson.  I  don't 
remember  his  name.  1  said,  ''  That  satisfies  me  that  he  is  a  seoes- 
Bionist."  I  made  inquiries  of  several  gentlemen,  Charles  M.  Jackson, 
and  several  others,  and  they  said  the  same.  I  inquired  of  the  firm  of 
Pratt  &  Brothers.  Mr.  Jones  said  he  would  not  believe  him  under 
oath.  I  never  have  chartered  a  vessel  of  a  secessionist  if  I  could  avoid 
it,  in  any  case.  When  I  found  that  they  were  secessionists  I  would 
not  take  them.    I  had  instructions  not  to. 

Question.  Is  that  the  reason  that  you  would  not  charter  vessels  of 
Mr.  Rhodes? 

Answer.  Nothing  else,  sir.  I  don't  care  what  a  man  testifies  here,. 
80  he  testifies  to  the  truth. 

Question.  You  never  have  made  any  declaration  to  him  or  any  one 
else  that  you  would  not  charter  his  vessels  because  of  his  testimony  ? 

Answer.  To  nobody,  in  no  way. 

Question.  Ton  never  took  him  to  account  for  what  he  had  testified  to  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir,  I  did.  I  sent  for  him  to  come  to  my  office.  A 
friend  of  mine  came  to  Baltimore  and  said  that  he,  Mr.  Rhodes,  had 
testified  that  I  had  received  $10,000  from  Mr.  Tome  on  one  contract  for 
lumber,  and  that  I  kept  three  bank  accounts,  and  must  have  |100,00(> 
on  deposit.  I  sent  for  Mr.  Rhodes.  We  had  never  had  any  difficulty 
or  cross  words.  I  have  known  him  ever  since  I  have  been  in  Balti- 
more. I  sent  for  him  to  come  to  my  private  office.  He  came  in  and  I 
said,  '^  I  asked  you  to  come  here  to  ask  you  if  such  and  such  were  tho 
facts  you  swore  to,  as  I  understood  ;  that  I  received  $10,000  on  one 
lumber  contract,  and  kept  three  bank  accounts.  If  you  did^  you  must 
be  mistaken.  I  never  kept  but  one  bank  account,  and  I  have  never 
received  one  dollar  on  lumber  contracts  from  Mr.  Tome."  He  got  up 
in  the  greatest  rage  and  cursed  and  swore,  and  said,  ^'  If  you  sent  for 
me  to  come  here  for  that,  I'll  leave  the  office."  I  said,  ''I  sent  foryoa 
in  a  friendly  way."     He  went  and  caught  up  a  poker  and  came  at  me. 
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I  said,  '^  If  yon  come  to  that,  I'm  your  man.  I  have  never  had  any 
trouble  with  you.  I  have  taken  your  vessels  when  they  suited  me, 
but  you  must  lay  that  poker  down.''  Then  he  insisted  upon  it  that 
he  had  had  my  check  on  the  Western  Bank.  I  said  I  had  never  had 
a  dollar  there.     He  swore  he  had  ;  I  said,  "  You  are  crazy." 

Qaestion.  Have  you  bought  any  vessels  since  you  were  here  before  ? 

Answer.  I  bought  one-fourth  interest  in  one  vessel. 

Question.  What  vessel  is  that? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  the  Montague. 

Question.  Who  of? 

Answer.  William  Applegarth. 

Question.  Where  is  she  ? 

Answer.  Gone  with  a  load  of  water  to  Beaufort.  She  went  away, 
I  think,  on  Monday. 

Question.  Under  what  charter  ? 

Answer.  She  has  gone  under  the  charter  of  William  Applegarth. 

Question.  Was  she  chartered  wl^n  you  bought  her? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  she  was  not  chartered. 

Question.  You  got  her  chartered  ? 

Answer.  I  told  Mr.  Applegarth  that  Colonel  Belger  wanted  a  ves- 
sel to  take  a  load  of  water  to  Beaufort  at  four  dollars  a  ton.  She  had 
been  carrying  water  previous  to  that  for  government. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  pay  for  your  one-fourth  interest? 

Answer.  Twelve  hundred  dollars. 

Question.  What  is  her  tonnage  ? 

Answer.  It  is  166  tons. 

Question.  How  long  is  she  chartered  for  ? 

Answer.  Only  one  trip. 

Question.  Is  she  chartered  for  any  period  of  time  ? 

Answer.  The  charter-parties  say  one  month,  or  longer;  and  we  have 
in  all  these  charter-parties,  according  to  the  instructions  of  Colonel 
Belger,  put  in  **for  the  trip."  If  she  is  gone  only  five  days,  she  is 
discharged  when  she  gets  back — or  two  weeks. 

Question.  How  did  you  pay  for  that  interest? 

Answer.  I  paid  for  it  in  cash  ;  all  of  it. 

Question.  Did  you  charge  Mr.  Applegarth  five  per  cent,  upon  the 
balance  of  the  charter  ? 

Answer.  The  owners  of  the  vessel  pay  five  per  cent. 

Question.  To  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question. -^Do  you  get  five  per  cent,  upon  the  $1,200  you  bought? 

Answer.  Certainly. 

Question.  Do  you  get  any  more  than  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  No  more. 

Question.  Is  that  the  only  vessel  you  have  bought  since  you  were 
iiere  before  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  brig  Susan  Duncan? 

Answer.  I  have  one-eighth  in  her.    I  bought  it  about  a  month  ago. 

Question.  Who  are  the  other  owners  ? 

Answer.  Eelsey  &  Gray's  firm  is  one.     I  don't  know  who  else. 
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Queation.  Who  did  you  buy  of? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  I  bought  of  Kelsey  &  Gray.  They  came 
to  me,  and  asked  me  if  I  wanted  it. 

Question.  How  much  was  it? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  $625  in  cash.  She  has  gone  with  coal,  I 
think,  for  the  government.  I  don't  know  certainly  whether  it  is  coal 
or  lumber. 

Question.  Who  chartered  her  ? 

Answer.  The  charter-party  is  in  Gray  &  Kelsev's  name. 

Question.  Who  effected  it  ? 

Answer.  Colonel  Belger. 

Qaestion.  Through  whom? 

Answer.  Through  me. 

Question.  Was  she  chartered  when  you  bought  her  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  How  much  is  she  chartered  for  ? 

Answer.  Four  dollars  a  ton.     They  are  all  for  that. 

Question.  What  is  her  tonnage  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  130  or  140  tons. 

Question.  For  what  length  of  time  was  she  chartered  ? 

Answer.  For  the  trip. 

Question.  When  you  made  this  agreement  with  Captain  Loper,  to 
pay  him  one-half  of  the  percentage  that  might  be  received  upon  vessels 
chartered  for  the  McClellan  expedition,  why  did  you  agree  to  pay 
him  that?  « 

Answer.  I  did  not  agree  to  pay  him  one  half. 

Question.  What  did  you  agree? 

Answer.  It  might  be  considered  one  half  on  the  McClellan  expe- 
dition, but  on  no  other  expedition. 

Question.  Why  did  you  agree  to  pay  him  on  the  McClellan  expe- 
tion  ? 

Answer.  For  his  throwing  the  business  into  my  hands. 

Question.  Can  you  remember  any  business  that  he  did  throw  into 
your  hands? 

Answer.  I  thing  Mr.  Loper  is  a  man  that  has  a  good  deal  of  influ- 
ence. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  any  ship  or  vessel  that  he  has  sent  to 
you  to  be  chartered  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  name  any  one  in  particular. 

Question.  Can  you  now  name  the  owner  of  any  one  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Can  you  name  the  captain  of  any  one? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  as  I  could. 

Question.  Can  you  name  the  broker  or  agent  of  any  one  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Loper  has  sent  a  good  many  men  to  me. 

Question.  Who  are  they  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell  the  names. 

Question.  You  cannot  remember  the  name  of  the  vessel,  owner, 
captain,  agent,  or  broker? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  can't  say. 
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Qnestion.  Did  Captain  Loper  render  any  consideration  for  the 
$13,000  that  yon  paid  him  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  did. 

Question.  In  what  did  it  consist? 

Answer.  In  the  first  place,  in  the  influence  he  would  have  with  dif- 
ferent people. 

Question.  What  people  ? 

Answer.  Well,  say  with  the  government. 

Question.  Then  the  consideration  for  which  you  paid  him  $13,000 
was  for  the  interest  he  made  for  you  with  the  department? 

Answer.  I  don't  say  about  the  interest;  but  he  is  a  man  of  inflaence, 
acquainted  with  everybody. 

Question.  Who  did  you  suppose  in  the  department  he  would  exer- 
cise his  influence  over  ? 

Answer.  No  one  in  particular. 

Question.  How  came  you  to  agree  to  pay  one  half  of  your  percent- 
age, or  $13,000,  for  a  man's  influence,  when  you  did  not  know  who 
that  man's  influence  was  to  be  exercised  in  favor  of? 

Answer.  I  know  Captain  Loper  has  been  in  public  business  for  years 
and  years,  and  knows  what  is  going  on  and  all  the  vessels. 

Question.  You  have  already  testified  that  up  to  the  time  you  saw 
Loper  at  Annapolis  you  were  then  doing  all  the  business  of  this  kind 
of  the  government  at  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  But  it  did  not  amount  to  much  then. 

Question.  Ton  were  doing  all  there  was  to  do;  why  did  you  agree 
to  pay  Loper  one  half  of  your  percentage  upon  your  business  there- 
after? 

Answer.  I  didn't  know  anything  about  it;  I  did  not  suppose  the 
business  was  going  to  amount  to  one  half  or  one  quarter  what  it  has. 
I  did  not  suppose  when  the  vessels  were  chartered  for  the  McClellan 
expedition  that  it  would  last  more  than  thirty  or  forty  days. 

Question.  Did  any  one  advise  you  to  employ  Captain  Loper? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  been  acquainted  with  him  for  ten  years. 

Question.  Did  any  one  intimate  to  you  that  you  ought  to  employ 
him? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  it  happen  that  Colonel  Belger  was  in  the  habit 
of  directing  owners  and  brokers  of  vessels  to  you  when  they  wanted  to 
charter  vessels  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell  you;  after  I  answered  the  advertisement  of  Mr. 
Stanton  when  he  advertised  for  proposals,  as  I  stated  before,  I  then 
came  to  Washington  and  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Tucker;  after  that 
I  was  requested  to  furnish  a  list  of  all  the  vessels  that  were  to  be  had 
in  Baltimore,  and  take  the  list  to  Philadelphia,  as  I  stated  before;  I 
then  went  to  Philadelphia,  and  they  accepted  of  the  schooners,  tug- 
boats, and  steamboats  that  I  offered  as  agent  for  the  owners;  they  told 
me  then  I  must  keep  it  a  secret  and  keep  it  as  quiet  as  possible,  and 
take  but  one  or  two  vessels  at  a  time. 

Question.  When  was  that? 

Answer.  That  was  the  24th  of  February;  that  was  to  be  kept  as 
quiet  and  secret  as  could  be — not  to  let  any  of  the  captains  know  where 
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ihej  were  going,  or  anybody  else  ;  I  came  back  tben  and  commenced 
taking  up  vessela,  two  or  three  at  a  time;  I  did  not  let  them  know 
bow  many  I  wanted.  I  did  not  let  them  know  I  had  accepted  of  the 
whole  of  them,  because  I  was  fearful  if  I  did  it  would  raise  the  price. 
After  I  commenced  taking  up  vessels,  I  have  no  doubt  that  some 
broker  went  to  Colonel  Belger^  thinking  he  had  the  chartering  of 
these  vessels^  and  asked  if  he  wanted  any  vessels,  aod  he  would  state 
to  them  that  he  did  not  want  any  vessels;  then  they  would  come  to 
me  and  ask  if  I  wanted  them,  and  I  would  take  them. 

Question.  Colonel  Belger  swears  that  Mr.  Tucker  wrote  to  you  to 
take  up  the  vessels  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  so? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Colonel  Belger  says :  "He  (you)  was  written  to  by  Mr. 
Tucker.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it  further  than  that  Mr.  Hall 
brought  these  contracts  to  me  with  instructions  from  Mr.  Tucker  to 
sign  them  in  order  to  make  them  complete  instruments  ?" 

Answer.  Certainly  ;  that  is  right.  I  will  explain  about  that.  As 
to  this  McClellan  expedition,  now :  After  I  had  taken  up  all  the 
Rteamers  and  tng-boats  and  vessels  that  were  accepted  at  Philadelphia 
at  that  time,  those  charter-parties  were  made  out,  and  in  three  or  four 
weeks  they  had  Captain  Hodges  to  come  along  and  sign  the  whole  of 
them.  After  this  list  was  completed  I  received  a  telegram  from  Mr. 
Tucker  to  take  up  so  many  vessels  and  send  them  to  Fredericksburg 
forthwith,  without  any  regard  to  fixing  up  for  horses  or  anything  else. 
It  was  to  Fredericksburg  or  Alexandria ;  I  forget  which.  Those 
charters  Captain  Hodges  did  not  sign.  Then  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Tucker 
that  Captain  Hodges  refused  to  sign  those  charter-parties.  He  did 
not  know  anything  about  it ;  and  some  of  the  captains  refused  to  go 
to  sea  without  a  charter-party.  He  then  wrote  to  me  that  he  had 
written  or  telegraphed  to  Colonel  Belger,  and  for  me  to  call  on  Colo- 
nel BelgeV,  and  he  would  *•  do  the  needful."  I  think  it  was  that — 
"do  the  needful." 

Question.  Major  Belger  swears :  ^^  I  did  not  know  anything  about 
it  further  than  Mr.  Hall  brought  these  contracts  to  me,  with  instruc* 
tions  from  Mr.  Tucker  to  sign  in  order  to  make  them  complete  instru- 
ments. He  had  already  chartered  the  vessels  himself  by  direction  of 
Mr.  Tucker." 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  is  Irue. 

Question.  Then  the  vessels  were  chartered  by  you  by  direction  of 
Mr.  Tucker  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  have  a  letter  that  shows  it. 

Question.  That  was  in  regard  to  the  McClellan  expedition  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not  make  all  the  charters  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Tucker  ? 

Answer.  Well,  those  that  I  took  in  Philadelphia  on  the  24th  were 
filled  out  by  different  parties  that  I  took  the  vessels  from.  They  were 
filled  out  by  the  different  parties^  and  the  owners  signed  them,  and 
then  Mr.  Hodges. 
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Question.  But  the  charters  were  effected  by  you  at  the  iustance  of 
John  Tucker? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  Mr.  Tucker  and  Captain  Hodges.  Colonel  Bel- 
ger  did  not  know  anything  about  it  at  all.  He  never  had  any  inti- 
mation of  it,  or  knew  anything  about  it,  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Was  not  that  also  the  case  in  regard  to  other  contract s 
made  by  you?  Does  not  your  letter  from  Mr.  Tucker  show  that  you 
subsequently,  April  10,  acted  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Tucker? 

Answer.  I  think  the  17th  day  of  March  I  got  this  telegram  from 
Mr.  Tucker  to  take  up  these  extra  vessels — I  would  not  be  certain 
about  the  date.  They  were  taken  up  and  charter-parties  filled  out. 
They  wanted  them  perfected  by  some  quartermaster,  and  it  brought 
this  answer.    It  is  as  follows : 

"  Baltimore,  April  10,  1862. 

**  Dear  Sir  :  I  received  your  letter  of  yesterday  this  morning,  at 
Washington.    I  was  suddenly  called  away  from  here.    I  have  written 
a  note  to  Major  Belger  requesting  him  to  do  the  needful. 
'*  Please  see  him  at  once. 

''  JOHN  TUCKER, 
"  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
"A.  C.  Hall." 

Question.  How  came  Mr.  Tucker  to  employ  you  ? 

Answer.  It  was  through  this  advertisement  of  Mr.  Stanton's. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  it  was  through  that? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  through  that,  because  I  never  saw  Mr. 
Tucker  in  my  life  until  1  sent  this  letter  in  answer  to  that  advertise- 
ment of  Mr.  Stanton. 

Question.  Was  not  that  advertisement  answered  by  other  merchants, 
shippers,  &c.,  in  Baltimore? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  whether  anybody  answered  it  except  myself, 
or  not.  I  saw  the  advertisement,  and  took  a  great  deal  Of  pains  to 
get  the  information,  and  reported  to  him.  That  was  the  only  thing 
1  know  of  that  brought  me  in  contact  with  Mr.  Tucker  and  the  War 
Department.     It  was  my  answer  to  that  advertisement. 

Question.  What  time  was  that  advertisement. 

Answer.  Some  time  in  the  fore  part  of  February  it  was  made,  I  think. 

Question.  You  did  not  see  Captain  Loper  at  the  War  Department 
when  you  came  down  here  to  answer  the  advertisement? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Tou  did  not  see  him  until  you  saw  him  at  Annapolis  ? 

Answer.  Oh,  that  was  a  long  time  before,  in  January,  that  I  saw 
him  at  Annapolis. 

Question.  You  had  made  the  arrangement  before  with  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  was  no  arrangement.  There  was  an 
understanding  that  he  should  give  me  all  the  business  he  could  in 
Baltimore.  He  told  me  there  would  be  a  great  many  vessels  and 
steamers  wanted,  and  1  told  him  I  was  out  of  business  and  had  no 
business  on  hand  except  the  commission  business,  and  would  like  to 
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get  the  chartering  of  the  vessels  in  Baltimore.     Shortly  after  this  I 
saw  Mr.  Stanton's  advertisement. 

Question.  Did  Captain  Loper  tell  you  to  put  in  these  bids  in  answer 
to  Mr.  Stanton's  advertisement? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  see  him  at  all  aboat  it. 

Question.  When  you  made  the  arrangement  with  Captain  Loper, 
at  Annapolis,  did  he  not  tell  you  how  to  go  to  work  to  secure  the 
transportation  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  give  you  any  advice? 

Answer.  He  told  me  he  would  let  me  know,  and  would  throw  all 
the  business  he  could  into  my  hands. 

Question.  When  did  you  next  see  him  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  next  time  I  saw  him  after  that  was  a  day  or 
two  days  before  I  went  to  Philadelphia. 

Question.  Did  he  advise  you  to  go  to  Philadelphia? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  Mr.  Tucker  was  the  man  who  told  me  to  go  to 
Philadelphia. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  attend  to  your  business  with  Mr. 
Tucker  here? 

Answer.  Captain  Hodges,  I  understood,  had  gone  to  Boston.  He 
was  appointed  by  the  War  Department,  with  Mr.  Tucker,  to  get  up 
this  expedition.  I  take  it  for  granted  he  was,  because  he  signed  the 
charters.  He  had  gone  to  Boston  and  New  York,  and  they  were  to 
meet  at  Philadelphia  and  agree  upon  the  price  to  be  paid  for  the 
schooners  and  sailing  vessels.  Mr.  Watson  told  me  they  would  de- 
cide on  Monday,  that  the  price  would  be  uniform  for  so  many  feet  ca- 
pacity or  so  much  deck  capacity  to  carry  so  many  horses  and  mules, 
and  he  would  let  me  know.  When  I  got  to  Philadelphia  they  told  me 
they  had  settled  upon  four  dollars  a  ton,  custom-house  measurement; 
and  they  never  have  varied  from  that  since,  except  sometimes  it  has 
been  a  little  less. 

Question.  You  chartered  the  Baltimore? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  she  was  taken  that  day. 

Question.  At  how  much? 

Answer.  The  price  they  asked  was  |300,  but  they,  Mr.  Tucker  and 
Captain  Hodges,  refused. 

Question.  Will  you  please  to  answer  if  you  know  the  price  at 
which  you  chartered  her  ? 

Answer.  It  was  $250  a  day. 

Question.  Is  she  still  in  the  employment  of  the  government? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  getting  five  per  cent,  commission  on  her  ? 

Answer.  That  was  the  agreement  at  the  start. 

Question.  Are  you  getting  more  than  that  amount  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  been  paid  more  than  five  percent.? 

Answer.  I  believe  I  got  seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  Friend,  Ri^k- 
etts  &  Co. 

Question.  You  got  seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  as  long  as  she  was 
under  a  charter  by  Friend,  Ricketts  &  Co.  ?  r^  t 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Since  they  have  sold  her  you  are  gettiog  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  getting  no  more  than  five? 

Answer.  No  more,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  received  no  more  than  that? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  promise  or  expectation  of  more? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  the  Cecil  ? 

Answer.  I  did.    I  chartered  her  to  Captain  Hodges  and  Mr.  Tucker. 

Question.  Is  she  still  in  the  employment  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  only  got  one  payment  on  her. 

Question.  Was  she  lost? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  she  is  in  Baltimore.     She  is  putting  on  repairs. 

Question.  Who  does  she  belong  to? 

Answer.  Mr.  Cobleus,  I  think. 

Question.  Who  did  he  buy  her  of? 

Answer.  Mr.  Bice. 

Question.  Did  you  buy  her  for  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  get  any  commission  on  her  sale? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  induce  him  to  buy  her? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  tell  Coblens  he  must  buy  her  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  anybody  else  telling  Coblens  so  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  inducement  that  led  Mr.  Cob- 
lens to  buy  her  except  to  make  a  profit  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Pickrell  went  down  and  came  back,  and  said,  ''What 
do  you  think  Mr.  Bice  wants  to  sell  this  boat  for?"  That  was  the 
first  I  heard  of  it.  He  said  he  offered  to  take  $3,000  for  her.  I  said, 
''  Take  her  by  all  means.  She  is  the  cheapest  steamer  in  the  country. 
Don't  let  her  slip.  Take  her  by  all  means."  He  sent  right  down 
and  secured  her. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  the  Kent  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  she  discharged  ? 

Answer.  She  has  been  in  the  government  service  for  a  long  time. 
I  don't  think  she  is  now. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  her  ? 

Answer.  Captain  Hodges  took  her. 

Question.  Ar€  you  gettini;  five  per  cent,  on  her,  or  more? 

Answer.  I  have  not  got  that  yet. 

Question.  Have  you  got  the  promise? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Of  how  much  ? 

Answer.  About  ten  per  cent.,  I  think,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  the  Pioneer  7 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  she  still  in  the  employment  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  are  you  getting  on  her  ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  got  more  than  one  payment  on  her. 

Question.  What  agreement  have  you? 

Answer.  I  have  no  agreement? 

Question.    Is  not  the  broker  or  owner  who  chartered  her  under 
obligations  to  pay  you  ? 

Answer.  He  said  he  would  pay  me. 

Question.  Do  you  expect  a  compensation  ? 

Answer.  I  expect  to  receive  some. 

Question.  How  much  ? 

Answer.  Ten  per  cent.,  I  expect. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  the  Wilson  Small  7 

Answer.  I  did  charter  her. 

Question.  Is  she  still  in  the  service  of  the  government? 

Answer.  She  has  been  discharged  a  long  time. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  get  on  her? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  And  no  more  ? 

Answer.  No  more. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  the  Portsmouth? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  chartered  the  Portsmouth. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  get  on  her  ? 

Answer.  Seven  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Question.  Have  you  chartered  the  Juniatta? 

Answer.    Yes,  sir.     Those  three  boat»,  the  Portsmouth,  the  Ju- 
niatta, and  the  Phenix,  are  alike. 

Question.  The  Pacific? 

Answer.  May  be  it  is  the  Pacific.    I  thought  it  was  the  Phenix. 

Question.  Who  did  you  charter  them  of? 

Answer.  Mr.  Tome. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  no  more  than  three  boats  of  him? 

Answer.  I  believe  not. 

Question.  Are  you  certain  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  not. 

Question.  What  percentage  do  you  receive  on  them  ? 

Answer.  They  have  all  been  out  of  service  for  a  long  time. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  get  while  they  were  in  the  service  ? 

Answer.  Seven  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Question.  And  no  more  ? 

Answer.  I  got  no  percentage  on  the  amount  of  the  charter  except 
7}  per  cent. 

Question.  What  other  consideration  did  you  receive  from  Mr.  Tome 
for  the  charter  ? 

Answer.  Not  any. 

Question.  Then  the  whole  amount  you  make  upon  these  boats  is 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  on  the  charter. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  the  AJax  ?  r^  T 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  she  still  in  the  employment  of  the  government? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  you  get  on  her? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  No  more? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  during  the  time  she  was  in  government  employ. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  the  Georgia? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  she  still  in  the  employment  of  the  government. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  ranch  are  you  receiving  on  her? 

Answer.  Colonel  Falls  agreed  to  pay  me  $25  a  day. 

Question.  Is  that  your  commission  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  don't  know  as  I  ever  got  it,  or  ever  shall. 

Question.  That  was  the  understanding  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  said  he  would  give  me  that. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  the  Columbia? 

Answer.  The  Columbia  was  chartered  for  $350  a  day. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  get? 

Answer.  They  gave  me  $50  a  day  on  her. 

Question.  What  about  the  Haswell  ? 

Answer.  The  Haswell  was  charU^red  at  $40  a  day. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  get  on  her  ? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  No  more  than  that  ? 

Answer.  It  don't  amount  to  that.  I  gave  the  men  so  much  a  day 
and  agreed  to  pay  for  the  repairs.  She  broke  down  half  a  dozea 
times,  and  I  gave  her  up  and  threw  her  out  of  service,  and  then  he 
sold  her  to  Mr.  Pickrell,  and  they  went  to  work  and  laid  out  a  great 
deal  on  her  and  got  her  in  service.  I  only  got  five  per  oent.,  on  the 
average. 

Question.  The  Fairy  Queen? 

Answer.  She  is  not  mine  now. 

Question.  Is  she  in  the  employment  of  the  government? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  get  five  per  cent,  on  her? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  The  tug  Pilot — did  you  charter  her  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  chartered  her. 

Question.  What  did  you  get  on  her  ? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  Did  you  get  no  more  than  that? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  she  still  in  the  service  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  She  was  lost,  I  think. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  the  Patapsco  ? 

Answer.  The  Patapsco  was  first  chartered  as  mine. 

Question.  How  much  are  you  getting  on  her  now  ? 

Answer.  She  is  not  in  the  government  service. 
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Question.  How  mncli  did  yoa  get  on  her  after  she  was  sold;  and 
while  she  was  in  the  government  employment? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  Did  you  get  no  more  than  that? 

Answer.  No  more. 

Question.  The  James  Baker — ^how  much  did  you  receive  on  her  ? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  Not  more  than  five  ? 

Answer.  No  more,  sir. 

Question.  The  Edwin  Forrest? 

Answer.  She  was  mine  and  I  sold  her. 

Question.  Is  she  still  in  the  employment  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  are  you  getting  on  her? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  No  more? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  The  Major  Brewerton — what  did  you  get  on  her  ? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  Not  more  than  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  she  still  in  the  employment  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  she  is  out. 

Question.  Are  those  all  the  steamers  that  you  have  chartered  for 
the  government  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Are  you  confident  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  say.     I  think  that  is  all  there  is. 
^  Question.  In  no  case  of  any  vessel  that  I  have  named  are  you  get- 
ting more  than  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

Question.^  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  schooner  T.  W.  Rumsey, 
the  Lamartine,  the  R.  8.  &  A.  Ward,  and  the  Belle  R.  How  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  about  the  Bell  How.  I  know  the  Rumsey 
and  Ward.  I  don't  remember  the  Lamertine.  I  sent  the  Rumsey 
and  Ward  to  Annapolis  to  Captain  Slate.  He  chartered  them,  and 
the  charter-parties  were  signed  by  Mr.  Tucker. 

Question.  Are  you  getting  any  per  cent,  on  them  ? 

Answer.  I  am  getting  two  and  a  half  per  cent.  I  have  the  promise 
of  five  per  cent,  but  have  not  got  it. 

Question.  Who  are  you  acting  with  ? 

Answer.  With  Mr.  Heslen. 

Question.  You  are  getting  only  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  that? 

Answer.  That  is  all. 

Question.  Mr.  Heslen  is  getting  the  balance  7 

Answer.  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  anybody  else  getting  any  on  these  bills  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  Lamartine? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Nor  the  Bell  How  ? 
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Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  you  charter  the  Bumsey  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  Rnmsey  was  chartered  in  January  last. 

Question.  When  did  you  charter  the  Ward? 

Answer.  The  Ward  a  few  days  after,  I  think.  That  was  January 
a  year  ago. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  what  you  chartered  the  Bumsey  at? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  set  the  price. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  what  you  chartered  the  Ward  at? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  cannot  remember  about  the  Bell  How? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  don't  think  I  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  Bell 
How? 

Question.  How  many  barges  have  you  chartered  for  the  government 
that  are  now  in  government  employment? 

Answer.  It  is  my  impression  that  there  are  now  in  the  government 
employment  seventy  or  eighty  barges  that  I  chartered. 

Question.  What  is  the  average  amount  that  they  are  chartered  for? 

Answer.  Three  hundred  dollars  a  month  each. 

Question.  Are  you  receiving  a  percentage  upon  the  charter-party 
of  each  one  of  those  barges  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  Are  you  in  no  case  receiving  more  than  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Neither  directly  or  indirectly  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  schooner  Ellen  7 

Answer.  I  believe  there  is  such  a  schooner. 

Question.  Is  she  still  in  the  government  service  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not.  I  think  she  was  in  the  McClellan  expedition  ; 
but  is  not  now  in  the  service.  She  may  be  though.  I  don't  know.  I 
would  not  say  for  certain. 

Question.  If  she  is,  are  you  getting  a  per  cent,  on  her  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  ? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  Are  you  not  getting  more  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  The  James  Jones?  Is  she  now  chartered? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  she  is  in  the  service.     She  has  been. 

Question.  If  she  is,  you  are  getting  five  per  cent,  on  her  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  Norman  ?   Is  she  in  the  service  of  the  government  ? 

Answer,  The  Norman  is  in  the  service. 

Question.  The  Minnehaha  ? 

Answer.  She  is  out  of  the  service. 

Question.  Is  the  Mary  Brewer  ? 

Answer.  She  has  been  out  a  long  time. 
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Question.  The  E.  Nickerson,  the  Glover^  the  Algomar — are  they  ia 
the  service  ? 

Answer.  They  are  out  of  the  service. 

Question.  The  Israel  H.  Day  ? 

Answer.  She  was  discharged  yesterday. 

Question.  You  have  been  gettiug  a  percentage  on  her  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  you  charter  her  ? 

Answer.  In  April  or  May. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  get  on  her  ? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  The  J.  H.  Burnett,  the  Davison  ? 

Answer.  They  are  out. 

Question.  The  A.  H.  Mailler? 

Answer.  I  think  she  is  in  service  now — taken  up  a  second  time.  I 
took  her  up. 

Question.  The  Vincent  Barkalew  ? 

Answer.  She  is  out  of  service. 

Question.  The  Richard  A.  Wood  ? 

Answer.  She  is  in  the  service. 

Question.  What  are  you  getting  on  her  7 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  Are  you  getting  no  more  than  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  No  more. 

Question.  The  Lucy  Church,  the  Benjamin  L.  Berry,  S.  D.  Hart? 

Answer.  They  are  out. 

Question.  The  George  &  Emily  ? 

Answer.  She  is  in  service,  I  think. 

Question.  What  are  you  getting  on  her  ? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  The  S.  L.  Simmons? 

Answer.  She  is  lost. 

Question.  The  Malabar,  the  Merryman,  the  Bengal  ? 

Answer.  They  are  out. 

Question.  The  Mary  &  Elizabeth? 

Answer.  I  would  not  be  certain,  but  I  think  she  is  in  the  service. 

Question.  How  much  are  you  getting  on  her  ? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  The  Young  America,  the  Pennsylvania,  the  E.  D.  Mo- 
Clanahan,  the  John  Forsyth  ? 

Answer.  They  are  out. 

Question.  The  Emma  Amelia? 

Answer.  She  is  in  the  service. 

Question.  How  much  are  you  getting  on  her? 

Answer.  I  am  getting  five  per  cent,  on  her. 

Question.  Are  you  getting  no  more  than  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  No  more. 

Question.  The  Mohawk  ? 

Answer.  I  think  she  is  in  the  service. 

Question.  The  £.  W.  Farrington,  the  Belle  of  Cape  Ann,  the  John 
Feiton,  the  Luther  Childs,  the  A.  S.  Ellis,  the  Mountain  Avenue,  the 
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George  W.  GFrioe,  the  Undine,  the  Southern,  the  Typhoon,  the  Alex- 
ander Law  ? 

Answer.  They  are  out. 

Question.  The  Homer  ? 

Answer.  She  is  not  in  the  service.    I  don't  rememher  the  name. 

Question.  The  George  W.  Glover,  the  William  Gregory,  the  Juni- 
atta  Fatten  ? 

Answer.  They  are  out  of  service. 

Question.  The  William  L.  Dayton? 

Answer.  She  is  in  service. 

Question.  The  Harriet  Baker  ? 

Answer.  The  Baker  is  out. 

Question.  The  James  H.  Moore? 

Answer.  I  think  she  is  in  the  service. 

Question.  The  Stephen  S.  Lee? 

Answer.  She  is  out. 

Question.  The  Julia  Smith  ? 

Answer.  She  is  in  the  service. 

Question.  The  Francis,  the  Joseph  Home? 

Answer.  They  are  out. 

Question.  Upon  all  the  Vessels  I  have  named,  whether  they  are  now 
in  or  out  of  the  service,  so  long  as  they  remained  in  the  service,  you 
received  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  I  received  five  per  cent,,  except  that  with  some  few  I 
divide  with  the  brokers,  and  took  two  and  a  half  per  cent.  In  my 
own  I  take  five  per  cent. 

Question.  In  any  case  did  you  get  more  than  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Are  you  confident  ? 

Answer.  I  am  very  confident.  I  have  no  recollection  of  getting 
any  more.  In  a  good  many  cases  I  did  not  get  but  two  and  a  half 
per  cent.     I  divided  the  commission. 

Question.  Upon  the  barges  what  did  you  get? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  How  many  barges  from  you  are  employed  ? 

Answer.  All  the  barges  that  were  employed  there  first  were  out  of 
employment,  hut  maybe  one  or  two  months  ago  the  order  came  for  a 
hundred  barges,  and  I  think  we  got  eighty-one  or  eighty-two. 

Question.  The  schooner  Isle  of  Pines? 

Answer.  She  was  in  service  early  last  spring,  and  did  not  remain 
long. 

Question.  The  Saratoga,  the  Lydia  Ann,  the  Caspian  ? 

Answer.  They  are  out. 

Question.  The  Suwassett  ? 

Answer.  I  think  she  is  in 

Question.  The  Benjamin  Butler? 

Answer.  I  think  she  is  out. 

Question.  The  William  P.  Phillips  ? 

Answer.  She  was  burned. 

Question.  Bed  Eagle  ? 

Answer.  She  was  lost. 
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Qaestion.  The  E.  W.  Benton,  the  Adda  AmeSi  the  Ellen  ? 

Answer.  They  are  out. 

Qnestion.  The  William  L.  Dayton  ? 

Answer.  She  is  in. 

Question.  Maria  Jane? 

Answer.  I  think  she  is  in. 

Question.  The  Willard  P.  Phillips? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  her  now,  whether  she  is  in  or 
not. 

Question.  The  A.  J.  Bird  ? 

Answer.  I  think  she  is  out. 

Question.  The  Alexander  Law  ? 

Answer.  She  is  out. 

Question.  The  Eclipse? 

Answer.  The  Eclipse  is  in. 

Question.  The  Montezuma  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  ahout  her. 

Question.  The  Samuel  Eddy  ? 

Answer.  She  is  out. 

Question.  The  Moonlight? 

Answer.  She  is  in. 

Question.  The  John  Wilson  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  her. 

Question.  The  Fair  Wind,  the  R.  Whitman,  the  H.  H.  Rutan,  tho 
Henry  Finch,  the  Sea  Nymph,  the  Moderator,  the  Asa  Eldridge,  the 
M.  C.  Durfee,  the  Susquehanna,  the  William  Spear  ? 

Answer.  They  are  in. 

Question.  The  West  Wind  ? 

Answer.  She  is  in,  I  think. 

Question.  The  Daniel  Brown,  the  White  Cloud,  the  Mary  Ann, 
the  Louisa  Reeves,  the  Batavia? 

Answer.  They  are  discharged  ? 

Question.  The  Herschel,  the  Fremont? 

Answer.  They  are  out. 

Question.  The  Free  Wind,  the  Priscilla,  the  S.  H.  Poole,  the  John 
Farnum  ? 

Answer.  They  are  discharged. 

Question.  On  all  these  vessels  you  received  five  per  cent,  so  long 
a^  they  were  in  service  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  From  every  vessel  I  chartered,  and  every  barge 
I  chartered,  I  have  an  agreement  on  my  books  in  writing  that  they 
are  to  pay  me  five  per  cent.,  and  in  some  cases  divide  that  with  the 
brokers. 

Question.  Ton  have  an  agreement  written  out  in  each  case  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir;  signed  by  the  owners  of  the  vessel. 

Question.  In  which  they  aeree  to  pay  you  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  on  ail  but  the  steamers.  On  those  I  did  not 
take  any  agreement. 

Question.  I  understand  from  Colonel  Belger's  testimony  and  your 
statement  that  you  acted  as  a  sort  oi  agent  and  representative  of  the 
War  Department? 
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Answer.  Not  at  all,  sir;  not  a  particle.  I  told  everybody  I  was 
not  acting  as  the  agent  of  the  government. 

Question.  Did  you  not  have  a  kind  of  direction  of  the  ships  in  the 
harbor  ? 

Answer.  Colonel  Belger  would  send  to  me  to  know  what  vessels 
were  an,  and  what  were  there  when  he  wanted  any;  and  in  all  cases  I 
said  to  everybody  I  had  no  compensation  from  government.  I  re- 
ceived not  a  dollar  from  government,  and  only  acted  as  the  agent  of 
the  owners.  If  I  did  the  business,  I  should  charge  them  five  per 
cent.,  and  if  I  advanced  them  money  I  should  have  to  charge  them 
two  and  a  half  per  cent. 

(At  this  point  the  further  examination  of  this  witness  was  post- 
poned until  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  it  was  resumed  as  follows :) 

Question.  How  many  vessels  did  you  charter  from  Mr.  Ueslen  at 
different  times? 

Answer.  I  could  not  say  how  many.  I  should  think,  likely,  at  all 
times  25  or  30. 

Question.  How  many  did  you  charter  from  Mr.  Heslen  for  the  Burn- 
side  expedition  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  say  the  number.    I  should  think,  likely,  four  or  five. 

Question.  When  did  you  charter  those  for  the  Burnside  expedition? 

Answer.  In  January  or  February.  That  was  before  the  McGlellan 
expedition. 

Question.  Upon  them  you  did  not  pay  Captain  Loper  any  per- 
centage ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  nothing. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  ^et  for  those  vessels  you  chartered 
of  Heslen  for  the  Burnside  expedition  ? 

Answer.  Two  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Question.  Did  you  not  get  more  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not  receive  seven  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Answer.  I  paid  five  per  cent,  to  Mr.  Brant.  I  stated  that  before. 
I  got  only  two  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Question.  You  divided  seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  between  you  and 
Brant  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.    I  got  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  and  Brant  got  five. 

Question.  Who  is  Brant? 

Answer.  He  is  a  commission  merchant  who  lives  in  Baltimore.  He 
is  the  agent  for  the  Powhatan  Line  Steamboat  Company.  His  name 
is  J.  Brant,  jr. 

Question.  Did  you  divide  the  percentage  on  the  vessels  you  after* 
wards  chartered  of  Heslen  with  Brant  ? 

Answer.  Nothing,  except  those  on  that  expedition ;  no  other  vessels 
with  Brant. 

Question.  Did  you  divide  with  Brant  the  percentage  on  any  other 
vessels  except  those  you  chartered  of  Heslen  ? 

Answer.  I  divided  on  all  the  vessels  in  the  Burnside  expedition — 
that  is,  the  water  vessels  of  the  expedition. 

Question.  Did  you  divide  with  Brant  up  to  the  time  you  made  the 
arrangement  with  Loper  ? 
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Answer.  No,  sir ;  this  was  after  Captain  Leper's  arrangement. 
The  last  of  General  Burnside's  expedition  left  Annapolis  on  the  29th 
of  December ;  Mr.  Brant  got  the  contract  for  water  to  supply  that 
army  previous  to  that.  He  was  sending  away  vessels  at  that  time. 
He  sent  vessels  down  to  Annapolis  and  Fortress  Monroe  to  follow  the 
expedition.  He  chartered  his  own  vessels  up  to  that  time.  I  met 
him  at  Annapolis  and  he  told  me  he  had  a  good  deal  of  trouble  in 
getting  vessels.  I  told  him  I  would  get  vessels  for  him.  He  then 
told  me  I  could  have  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  them. 

Question.  Was  Brant's  contract  to  furnish  water  at  Baltimore  and 
Newbern  ? 

Answer.  To  put  it  on  board  vessels  at  Baltimore,  I  expect. 

Question.  Had  he  the  control  of  the  chartering  of  the  vessels  on 
board  which  he  was  to  put  the  water  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so.  All  the  charters  were  made  out  in  the  name 
of  J.  Brant,  jr. 

Question.  You  did  not  divide  your  percentage  with  Brant  on  those 
chartered  after  the  Burnside  expedition  ? 

Answer.  I  never  divided  with  him,  except  on  them.  I  divided  for 
those  water  vessels  ;  there  was  not  a  great  many. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  charge  Mr.  Heslen  for  what  you  char- 
tered after  the  Burnside  expedition  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  charge  him  anything ;  we  divided  in  some  cases. 
I  don't  know  what  he  got. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  get? 

Answer.  After  they  got  up  the  McClellan  expedition  I  got  five  per 
cent. 

Question.  Did  you  not  get  five  per  cent,  on  all  the  vessels  you  char- 
tered of  Heslen,  except  on  those  that  you  divided  with  Brant? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  on  some  after  that,  I  did  not  get  more  than  two 
and  a  half  per  cent,  and  he  got  two  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Question.  Those  were  vessels  in  which  he  acted  as  broker  ? 

Answer.  Those  were  vessels  he  offered  as  a  broker,  the  same  as  any- 
body else. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  charged  the  owners  7^  per  cent.? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  don't  know  anything  about  it. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  you  got  five  per  cent,  on  all  that 
came  through  Heslen,  except  those  in  the  Burnside  expedition  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  on  alU  but  most  of  them. 

Question.  Name  one  on  which  you  did  not  receive  five  per  cent. 

Answer.  I  can't  name  any. 

Question.  Name  the  owner  of  one. 

Answer.  I  cannot.  I  don't  know  half  of  the  owners.  The  captains 
represent  the  owners. 

Question.  Name  the  master  of  one. 

Answer.  I  can't  name  the  masters. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  you  received  five  per  cent,  on  all 
the  vessels  you  chartered  of  Heslen,  except  those  for  the  Burnside 
expedition  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  that  I  did. 

Question.  Do  you  not  believe  that  you  did  ?  r^  t 
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Answer.  I  believe  I  did  on  almost  all. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  almost  all? 

Answer.  I  mean  the  greater  part. 

Question.  On  how  many  do  you  suppose  you  did  receive  it? 

Answer.  I  can't  say. 

Question.  Could  ydu  say  that  you  did  not  receive  it  on  one? 

Answer.  I  can  say  I  did  not  receive  five  per  cent,  on  all. 

Question.  On  all  aside  from  the  Burnside  expedition  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  on  all  except  them. 

Question.  Was  it  one,  or  forty  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  say  ;  it  might  have  been  five  or  six  ;  I  can't  say. 
I  told  the  captains  and  owners  that  my  charge  was  five  per  cent,  in 
all  cases ;  that  I  did  not  act  for  the  government,  and  was  not  an  agent 
for  the  government  in  any  shape  or  manner. 

Question.  How  many  did  you  charter  of  Mr.  Gray  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  chartered  more  ot  Mr.  Gray  than  Mr.  Ileslen. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  get  from  Mr.  Gray? 

Answer.  In  most  cases  five  per  cent. 

Question.  Did  you  in  all  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  I  did  in  all ;  I  think  I  didn't  in  some  cases. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  receive  in  those  cases? 

Answer.  Two  and  a  half,  it  I  did  niH  ge^  five. 

Question.  Will  you  swear  that  you  did  not  get  five  in  all  cases  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Can  you  name  any  vessel  on  which  you  did  not  get  five  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Can  you  name  the  owner  or  captain  of  any  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember.  I  think  there  was  one  vessel,  named 
the  Wolf,  on  which  I  did  not  get  but  2^  per  cent. ;  that  I  chartered 
ot  Gray. 

Question.  Can  you  name  another  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  now. 

Question.  How  many  do  you  think  you  chartered  of  Mr.  Gray  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  say  ;  1  have  no  record  of  it  any  more  than  anybody 
in  the  world.  If  anybody  offered  a  vessel,  it  was  the  same  ;  I  took 
them  of  merchants  and  brokers  all  over  the  country. 

Question.  Some  vessels  that  I  have  named,  that  you  stated  are  still 
in  the  employment  of  the  government,  were  chartered  by  you  for  the 
McClellan  expedition,  and  are  still  retained? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  Mr.  Loper  dividing  with  you  the  five  per  cent,  on 
these  charters? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  I  shall  pay  him  any  more  or  not. 

Question.  Do  you  not  consider  yourself  bound  to  pay  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  not  any  more. 

Question.  Was  not  the  agreement  between  you  to  divide  the  five 
per  cent,  on  the  charter-parties  while  the  vessels  remained  in  the 
government  employment  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not  swear  so  here? 

Answer.  I  said  there  was  an  understanding  to  that  effect? 
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Question.  Is  tbat  binding  on  yon  ? 

Answer.  We  did  not  expect  that  would  last  over  thirty  or  forty 
days,  so  I  was  told  by  Mr.  Tucker  and  Captain  Hodges.  When  these 
vessels  have  been  sent  out,  they  have  been  reloaded  and  sent  back, 
and  I  don't  consider  that  I  am  legally  bound  to  pay  him  any  more 
unless  I  am  a-mind  to. 

Question.  Do  you  expect  to  be  a-mind  to  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Do  you  not  intend  to? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  don't  intend  to  pay  him  any  more. 

Question.  You  will  resist  any  effort  on  his  part  to  collect  any  more? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  about  that ;  he  has  been  a  good  friend  to 
me -and  1  should  not  want  any  trouble  with  him. 

Question.  How  many  of  these  vessels  are  in  the  service  now? 

Answer.  There  are  only  a  few  that  were  originally  chartered  that 
are  in  the  service  now.    * 

Question,  How  many  are  in  the  employment  of  the  government 
upon  which  Captain  Loper  will  be  entitled,  by  your  original  agree- 
ment, to  divide  the  five  per  cent,  with  you  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  as  I  could  say,  without  I  looked  over  the 
books.  I  can't  recollect.  It  is  diflScult  to  tell  from  memory.  They 
have  been  mixed  up  ;  they  have  been  discharged  and  chartered  again. 
All  the  vessels  that  are  under  charter  now,  of  which  the  charter-par- 
ties were  signed  by  Captain  Hodges,  were  chartered  under  the  Mc- 
Clellan  expedition,  but  I  think  there  are  but  very  few  under  the  origi- 
nal charter.     I  think  most  of  them  have  been  discharged. 

Question.  Then  on  all  the  vessels  the  charter-parties  of  which  now 
have  Captain  Hodges's  signature  to  them  Captain  Loper  is  entitled  to 
divide  the  per  cent,  with  you  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  that  he  is  entitled  to  divide. 

Question.  He  does  according  to  your  agreement? 

Answer.  You  may  call  it  an  agreement ;  it  was  an  understanding  ; 
it  was  an  understanding  that  I  should  give  him  a  certain  amount  of 
money — two  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Question.  Unless  you  repudiate  that  understanding  he  is  entitled 
to  it? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  about  that ;  I  don't  think  I  am  legally  or 
morally  bound  to  pay  it ;  on  the  whole,  he  left  it  to  me  to  pay  him 
what  I  saw  fit.  He  never  asked  me  for  a  statement  nor  saw  one.  He 
never  asked  me  for  an  account.  I  paid  him,  just  as  I  told  you  the 
other  day,  at  three  different  times,  that  amount  of  money. 

Question.  Is  there  any  written  agreement  between  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Where  was  the  agreement  made  ? 

Answer.  At  Annapolis. 

Question.  Where  at  Annapolis  ? 

Answer.  At  the  hotel. 

Question.  Whose  hotel  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  the  name. 

Question.  What  time  of  day  was  it? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  How  soon  was  it  after  you  reached  Annapolis  that  day:? 
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Answer.  I  can't  say. 

Question.  Who  went  to  Annapolis  with  you?  . 
Answer.  I  don't  know  ;  nobody  in  particular. 
Question.  Do  you  know  anybody  who  was  at  Annapolis  that  day 
besides  you  and  Loper  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  a  good  many. 
Question.  Name  one  at  the  hotel  with  you. 

Answer.  A  good  many  from  Baltimore  were  there.     Mr.  Brant 
was  there. 

Question.  Who  else. 
Answer.  I  think  Mr.  Heslen  was  there. 
Question.  Who  else  ? 
Answer.  I  can't  say. 
Question.  Was  Mr.  Coblens  there  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 
Question.  Mr.  Tucker? 

Answer.  No,  sir.     I  didn't  know  Coblens  from  a  pile  of  bricks  at 
that  time  ;  I  never  had  seen  him  to  know  him. 

Question.  How  came  you  to  recommend  Mr.  Coblens  to  take'  Mr. 
Pickrell  in  as  a  partner  ? 

Answer.  I  didn't  in  any  shape  or  manner. 
Question.  Did  you  recommend  Coblens  to  Pickrell? 
Answer.  Never. 
Question.  Are  you  confident  ? 

Answer.  I  know  I  never  did.     I  never  had  any  connexion  with 
Coblens  in  any  shape  or  manner. 
Question.  Or  Mr.  Pickrell? 

Answer.'  Yes,  sir,  I  have  had  transactions  with  Mr.  Pickrell  before 
the  war. 

Question.  Did  you  give  no  recommendation  of  Coblens  to  him  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Nor  Pickrell  to  Coblens  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 
Question.  Do  you  know  who  did? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  recommended  Coblens  to  Pickrell? 
Answer.  No,  sir.     I  always  supposed  Mr.  Pickrell  to  be  a  hot  se- 
cessionist, and  have  told  him  so  to  his  face  a  good  many  times. 
Question.  Do  you  know  that  he  is  not  one  ? 

Answer    All  I  know  about  it  is  he  has  taken  the  oath,  and  pre- 
tends to  reform. 

Question.  Have  you  any  stronger  evidence  that  he  is  loyal  than 
thatMr.  Rhoadsis? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  I  have  since  he  took  the  oath.     I  think 
he  has  changed  his  views.     I  have  heard  Mr.  Bhoads  say  he  would 
shoot  the  President  if  he  passed  his  door. 
Question.  Was  anybody  else  present  when  you  heard  this  ? 
Answer.  I  don't  know.     He  is  making  these  bitter  remarks  all  the 
time. 

Question.  Where  did  he  make  that  one  ? 

Answer.  In  his  store. 

Question.  Was  his  brotter  present  ?  digitized  by  Googlc 
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Answer.  He  lias  no  brother  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Was  his  clerk  present? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  that  he  was. 

Qnestion.  Was  anybody? 

Answer.  I jpresame  there  was ;  I  can't  tell  who. 

Question.  Who  first  introduced  you  to  Mr.  Tucker? 

Answer.  Cteptain  Loper,  I  believe. 

Question.  Where? 

Answer.  At  Willards'  Hotel,  Washington, 

Question.  When  was  that? 

Answer.  I  can't  say  when  it  was.  I  think  that  was  the  first  time 
I  ever  saw  him.  My  impression  is  that  the  first  time  I  ever  saw  him 
was  at  Willards',  and  Captain  Loper  was  there.   I  am  not  positive. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  where  at  Willards'  it  was? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Loper,  at  that  time,  recommend  to  Mr.  Tucker 
to  employ  you  upon  this  business  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  mv  knowledge.  * 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  his  ever  recommending  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  To  anybody  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  anybody  ;  I  would  not  say  that. 

Question.  If  he  did,  state  who. 

Answer.  I  know,  as  I  have  stated,  that  three  or  four  times  men 
have  come  to  my  office,  and  said  that  Captain  Loper  had  recommended 
theni  to  come  to  me  for  chartering  vessels  and  schooners,  but  I  can't 
tell  the  names  or  remember  the  cases. 

Question.  Can  you  remember  the  time? 

Answer.  It  was  at  different  times  ;  I  can't  tell  the  time.  I  say  I 
chartered  vessels  he  recommended — I  don't  know  as  I  did  at  that  time ; 
but  I  do  know  the  fact,  and  when  I  swear  to  it  I  mean  to  be  under- 
stood as  swearing  to  the  fact,  that  men  came  to  my  office,  from  Ntiw 
York,  and  Boston,  and  Philadelphia,  and  said  Captain  Loper  had  re- 
commended them  to  call  on  me. 

Question.  Were  they  men  with  vessels  lying  in  Baltimore? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Sometimes  they  were  coming.  I  have  had  such 
letters. 

Question.  Captain  Loper  was  at  the  same  time  hiring  vessels  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  Philadelphia. 

Question.  And  in  New  York  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Why  did  not  Captain  Loper  hire  these  vessels  in  Phila- 
delphia and  New  York,  where  he  was  getting  the  whole  of  the  com- 
mission, instead  of  sending  them  to  you,  and  getting  one-half? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell  Captain  Leper's  motives  or  feelings.  I  pre- 
sume yon  have  had  friends  who  have  recommended  men  to  you  to  be 
served  a  good  many  times. 

Question.  But  if  I  could  have  done  the  business  myself,  and  made 
the  whole  commission,  and  if  the  vessels  were  in  the  port  where  I 


Answer,  But  the  vessels  were  not  in  port  where  Captain  Loper  iras. 
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Qaestion.  Yon  jnst  stated  that  the  yessels  were  in  New  York,  Bos- 
ton, and  Philadelphia. 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  say  in  Philadelphia.  I  say  I  think  I 
have  had  men  from  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Boston  come  to  me, 
and  say  that  Captain  Loper  recommended  them  to  me,  and  they  have 
said  that  they  had  vessels  on  the  way.  I  have  had  them  from  Al- 
bany and  Hndson — owners  of  sailing  vessels  and  steamers. 

Question.  Did  they  say  they  were  sent  to  yon  by  Loper  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  cannot  remember  the  time  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Nor  the  men? 

Answer.  It  is  a  weekly,  almost  a  daily,  thing. 

Question.  You  cannot  remember  the  men's  names  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Nor  the  vessels'  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell  the  names  of  the  vessels.  It  would  be  impos- 
sible for  anybody  to  do  it. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  the  reason  that  Loper  himself  did  not 
charter  them,  instead  of  sending  them  to  you? 

Answer.  Captain  Loper  would  not  know  whether  the  government 
wanted  them  or  not. 

Question.  How  do  vou  know  he  would  not  ? 

Answer.  How  would  he  know  whether  they  wanted  any  vessels  in 
Baltimore  or  not  ?  When  the  captains  came  to  me  they  wanted  to 
know  if  the  government  wanted  any  vessels.  I  asked  Colonel  Belger  if 
they  wanted  any.  If  they  did,  I  went  up  and  saw  the  captains  and 
got  my  commission.     Then  I  would  act  as  the  agent  for  the  owners. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  furnished  any  forage  to  government? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Any  lumber? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  agency  in  furnishing  either  ? 

Answer.  I  sold  one  lot  of  forage ;  no,  I  didn't  sell  it,  but  I  received 
a  commission  of  one  per  cent,  on  a  lot  of  hay  that  was  sold  to  the 
government,  but  I  did  not  make  the  sale  after  all. 

Question.  Who  did  you  sell  it  to  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  sell  it  to  anybody. 

Question.  Who  was  it  sold  to  ? 

Answer.  It  was  sold,  I  believe,  by  a  man  named  Moore,  but  I  don't 
know.     The  parties  had  the  hay  in  Baltimore. 

Question.  How  much  did  the  hay  amount  to? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  How  much  did  your  percentage  amount  to  ? 

Answer.  I  think  about  |50  or  |70  or  (76. 

Question.  Was  it  the  only  transaction  of  the  kind  you  had? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  received  any  brokerage  on  any  other 
forage  sold  to  the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Or  any  brokerfige  on  horses  ? 
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Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  bad  anything  to  do  with  them. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  reoeive  any  brokerage,  or  was  any  promised 
to  yon,  on  any  property  sold  to  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
except  the  hay  you  have  just  mentioned  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  anything  of  the  sort.  I  never  had  a 
contract  with  the  government  in  my  life. 

Question*  Did  you  ever  reoeive  any  consideration  for  inducing  any 
sale  to  the  government  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  any  connexion  with  any  lumber  con- 
tracts with  the  government? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  anything  to  do  with  any  oats  or  hay 
contracts  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  receive  any  commissions  on  the  sale  of  any  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  receive  any  present  for  assisting  in  effecting 
one? 

Answer.  I  never  had  anything  to  do  with  hay  or  oats  or  horses  for 
government  at  all.  In  this  transaction  of  Williams  &  Son,  I  think 
I  got  one  per  cent. 

Question.  On  how  many  vessels  are  you  now  receiving  five  per 
cent.? 

Answer.  I  can't  say. 

Question.  On  how  many  steamers  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  say. 

Question.  Will  your  books  show  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  don't  know  how  many  are  in  service.  I  don't 
know  when  a  vessel  is  discharged.     I  can't  tell. 

Question.  Will  your  books  show  how  many  you  have  engaged — 
chartered  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Will  they  show  when  they  were  discharged  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  You  will  find  it  all  in  the  department;  and  you 
will  find  that  the  steamers  are  chartered  20  per  cent,  less  at  Baltimore 
than  at  any  other  place;  the  books  will  show  it,  for  the  same  dimen- 
sions— the  same  classed  boat.  The  Columbia  was  chartered  at  |350. 
The  same  classed  boats  get  from  (500  to  |560. 

Question.  Who  chartered  her  ? 

Answer.  Captain  Hodges. 

Question.  At  whose  instance  ? 

Answer.  At  mine.    He  considered  her  the  cheapest  boat  he  had. 

Question.  Is  that  charter  standing  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  she  was  discharged  the  11th  of  September. 

Question.  Is  she  still  in  the  employ  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Who  chartered  her  the  last  time  she  was  chartered  ? 

Answer.  Colonel  Belger. 

Question.  Through  you? 

Answer.  Through  the  captain.  ^         , 
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Question.  Did  yon  get  a  percentage  on  her? 

Answer.  1  am  to  have  a  percentage  on  her. 

Question.  How  much  ? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  And  no  more  ? 

Answer.  No  more,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  rate  of  her  last  charter-party  ? 

Answer.  It  was  (350. 

Question.  What  was  her  first  charter-party  ? 

Answer.  It  was  |360. 

Question.  Did  she  get  the  same  ench  time  she  has  been  chartered  ? 

Answer.  (350  is  the  sum. 

Question.  Has  she  never  been  chartered  to  goTernment  fos  any  other 
sum  than  |350  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Yon  know  all  about  her  ? 

Answer.  Since  the  Hodges  charter.  She  was  chartered  for  one  trip 
to  take  horses  to  Fortress  MonroCi  and  they  kept  her  some  30  days,  I 
think — that  was  a  few  days  ago — at  (350  a  day. 

Question.  Did  Colonel  Belger  have  anything  to  do  with  determining 
the  rates  at  which  you  chartered  vessels  ? 

Answer.  In  vessels  that  he  took,  he  did. 

Question.  In  those  you  chartered  at  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  Always  ;  in  every  case. 

Question.  With  steamers  and  vessels  of  all  kinds? 

Answer.  I  never  fixed  the  rate  on  any  vessel.  I  took  the  rate  that 
was  established  for  the  McClellan  expedition,  at  tour  dollars  a  ton. 
Previous  to  that  they  had  no  special  rate.  Previous  to  that  they 
took  the  vessels  by  the  barrel — ^taking  freight  by  the  barrel.  For  the 
McClellan  expedition  they  took  them  at  four  dollars  a  ton.  That  was 
the  instruction  from  the  War  Department. 

Question.  Did  you  always  inspect  vessels  yourself  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Who  did  it  ? 

Answer.  He  had  a  man  to  inspect.  The  last  charters  made,  he  had 
a  man  to  charter  them.  I  didn't  charter  them.  I  acted  as  agent, 
and  got  commission,  but  I  didn't  charter  one  of  them. 

Question.  He  had  an  inspector,  and  the  department  fixed  the  rates 
of  all? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  of  barges,  steamers,  and  sailing  vessels. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  vessels  that  Colonel  Belgper 
chartered  were  designated  to  him  by  the  War  Department,  or  any- 
body there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  know  in  one  or  two  cases  he  had  instructions 
from  Colonel  Bucker  to  charter  such  and  such  boats  at  such  and  such 
prices. 

Question.  What  ones  ? 

Answer.  The  Portsmouth,  and  the  Lancaster,  or  the  Juniata — ^I 
don't  know  which  it  was.    It  was  one  or  two  boats. 

Question.  Do  jrou  know  whether  he  was  directed  by  Mr.  Tucker  to 
charter  snj  particular  vessels  ? 
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Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  think  not.  It  might  have  been.  I  can't  saj 
who  the  direction  came  from  in  all  cases.  I  know  in  one  case  he  had 
orders  from  General  Meigs  to  charter  so  many  Tcssels  for  loading  water, 
and  to  fit  np  for  horses  and  males.  He  got  the  order  some  time  about 
five  o'clock  Sunday  afternoon,  and  had  the  vessels  all  engaged  and 
ready  to  go  to  work  by  six  o'clock  Monday  morning. 

Question.  Who  owns  the  Columbia  ? 

Answer.  Dr.  William  Gunton,  or  a  stock  company  of  which  Dr. 
Ounton  is  president. 

Question.  Who  chartered  the  Pocahontas  ? 

Answer.  General  Burnside,  I  believe.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
fact,  though. 

Questiop.  Do  you  get  a  percentage  on  her  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  she  still  in  the  government  employment  ? 

Answer.  She  was  lost,  sir ;  she  never  reached  her  destination  ? 

Question.  Did  you  act  as  the  agent  of  Captain  Hodges  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  never  acted  as  the  agent  for  the  government  in 
no  way,  shape,  nor  manner.  I  never  received  any  compensation, 
and  never  acted  as  agent.  They  fixed  the  price  on  all  the  vessels.  I 
merely  acted  as  broker  and  agent  for  the  owners  of  the  vessels.  I 
never  fixed  the  price  of  a  vessel  in  my  life.  I  handed  in  the  prices. 
They  sometimes  took  them  at  the  price — sometimes  at  a  less  price. 
I  acted  as  the  agent  for  the  owner,  and  so  stated  in  all  my  transac- 
tions to  everybody  who  dealt  with  me. 
,    Question.  Did  you  ever  discount  any  charter-parties  for  Mr.  Heslen? 

Answer.  I  would  not  say  whether  I  did  or  not.  I  think  I  have  had 
some  charter-parties  made  in  his  name,  and  collected  in  New  York. 

Question.  How  much  did  he  pay  you? 

Answer.  I  am  not  certain;  I  think  I  charged  him  two  and  a  half 
per  cent. 

Question.  Are  you  not  certain? 

Answer.  I  would  not  want  to  swear,  but  I  think  I  did. 

Question.  What  was  the  usual  amount  that  you  charged  ? 

Answer.  Two  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Question.  Two  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  advances,  and  two  and  a 
half  per  cent,  more  for  collecting  ? 

Answer.  Not  in  all  cases. 

Question.  Did  you  generally  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  generally. 

Question.  Did  you  advance  any  for  Mr.  Gray? 

Answer.  You  don't  understand  me.  Mr.  Gray  was  merely  offering 
these  vessels  for  the  owners.  The  captains  would  come  to  me  on  these 
vessels  that  Mr.  Gray  offered. 

Question.  Did  you  advance  any  money  on  vessels  that  you  chartered 
of  Mr.  Gray? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  how  much  ? 

Answer.  At  two  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Question.  You  were  making  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
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QaestioD.  Two  and  a  half  per  cent,  advancing  and  two  and  a  half 
per  cent,  for  collecting  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  think  not.  I  might  have  charged  two  and  a 
half  per  cent,  when  I  got  to  New  York  for  collecting. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  advance  any  to  Mr.  Rhoads? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  advance  any  to  parties  that  you  chartered 
from,  through  Mr.  Rhoads? 

Answer.  Some  captains  of  schooners  I  did. 

Question.  At  how  much  ? 

Answer.  Two  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Question.  And  two  and  a  half  for  collecting  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  that  I  did.  I  have  collected  a  great  many 
in  New  York. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  advance  any  on  the  charter-parties  you  got 
through  Mr.  Rose? 

Answer.  Of  Rose  &  Lyon — yes,  sir;  I  think  I  have  advanced  them; 
but  I  do  not  think  I  charged  anything. 

Question.  Have  you  for  Mr.  Applegarth? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  think  not. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  advance  any  to  any  of  the  captains  of  any 
of  his  vessels? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  think  Mr.  Applegarth  advanced  it  himself  on 
all  those.  I  might  possibly  have  advanced  some.  I  have  no  recol- 
lection of  it  now. 

Question.  What  vessel  was  it  that  was  chartered  at  $360,  and  you 
received  $60  of  it? 

Answer.  Not  any  to  my  knowledge.  I  don't  remember  any  such 
vessol. 

Question.  You  would  not  swear  that  you  did  not  do  it? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  chartering  a  vessel  for  $360, 
and  keeping  |60,  unless  in  the  case—* 

Question.  An  eastern  vessel  ? 

Answer.  1  don't  know — unless  in  the  case  of  the  Columbia.  Dr. 
Gunton  said  he  would  let  me  have  the  boat  for  $300.  I  offered  the 
Columbia  to  Captain  Hodges  and  Mr.  Tucker  at  $360,  and  gave 
them  the  dimensions  of  the  boat,  the  number  of  troops  she  would 
carry,  &c.,  and  they  took  her,  and  said  she  was  the  cheapest  boat  they 
had  got  on  the  list ;  but  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  taking  $60  for 
a  vessel  of  $300,  but  it  might  possibly  be  in  a  case  like  the  Columbia, 
though  I  have  no  recollection  of  it. 

Question.  Were  there  not  several  cases  of  that  kind,  where  you 
chartered  the  vessel  for  a  sum  greater  than  went  to  the  parties  who 
made  the  charter? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  of  a  case.  I  do  not  recollect  a 
single  case  except  the  Columbia.  There  might  be  a  schooner,  but  I 
don't  remember  it.  The  vessels  have  always  been  put  down  to  my 
knowledge  at  the  sum  the  parties  have  got — ^four  dollars  a  ton — and 
all  I  have  ever  received  is  the  commission.  I  have  no  recollection  of 
taking  $60  a  day  on  any  schooner  or  vessel,  besides  the  commission. 
I  don't  believe  there  was  a  vessel  of  that  kind. 
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Question.  Do  jovl  know  anything  of  the  vessel  H.  E.  Brown? 
Answer.  I  did  not  charter  her.     I  kaow  she  was  chartered.     I 

Siess  the  name  is  Horace  E.  Brown.     She  is  owoed  by  Adams  & 
agee,  in  Baltimore. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  of  her  ? 

Answer.  I  know  she  went  on  the  Burnside  expedition,  but  I  had 
nothing  to  do  with  her.  My  impression  is  that  Mr.  Brant  chartered 
her.  I  would  not  say  certainly  who  did  charter  her.  I  chartered 
very  few  vessels  for  that  expedition.  I  had  not  got  into  the  business 
then.  There  were  vessels  taken  up  from  Wilmington  and  all  over 
the  country  for  that  expedition  that  I  had  nothiug  to  do  with.  I  be- 
lieve I  stated  the  other  day  that  I  owned  the  whole  of  the  Fairy 
Queen  and  Edwin  Forrest  at  the  time  I  chartered  them  ;  but  I  did 
not  own  the  whole.  One  party  owned  one-quarter  and  one  party  one- 
third,  but  I  bought  them  out  afterwards — after  they  had  been  in  the 
employment  of  the  government  a  spell. 

Question.  Who  made  the  first  charter  for  the  Columbia? 

Answer.  The  first  charter  I  know  anything  of  was  that  for  the  Mc- 
Clellan  expedition.  That  was  made  for  one  month  and  longer,  if 
necessary. 

Question.  At  $360? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  |350 ;  that  was  the  price  on  the  list. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  her  being  chartered  before  ? 

Answer.  She  was  in  the  service  of  the  government ;  I  had  nothing 
to  do  With  it. 

Question.  Who  chartered  her  before  ?  • 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  the  asent  of  the  line. 

Question.  To  what  agent  of  the  government? 

Answer.  I  think  Colonel  Bucker ;  but  I  am  not  certain  now. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  much  she  was  chartered  for  then  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  kuow.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  her.  All  I 
know  is  by  hearsay. 

Question.  Did  she  coal  herself  when  you  chartered  her  ? 

Answer.  The  government  furnished  coal  for  all  the  steamers,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  you  see  Mr.  Tucker  last? 

Answer.  1  have  not  seen  Mr.  Tucker,  to  speak  to  him,  for  two 
months,  I  think.     I  saw  him  to-day,  but  not  to  speak  to  him. 

Question.  Yon  had  no  conversation  with  him? 

Answer.  Not  a  word.  I  think  I  have  not  spoken  to  him  for  two 
months— perhaps  not  so  long  as  that. 

Question.  You  say  you  never  received  any  consideration  for  your 
flervioes-from  the  government? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Colonel  Belger  never  paid  you  anything  nor  directed  any- 
thing to  be  paid  to  you? 

Answer,  i^o,  sir.  He  told  me  when  he  sent  for  me  he  would  pay 
me ;  but  I  never  asked  him  for  pay,  and  never  received  a  cent. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  in  all  cases  you  consulted 
with  Colonel  Belger,  or  the  agent  of  the  quartermaster's  department, 
in  regard  to  the  capacity  of  the  vessel  and  the  price  to  be  paid  ? 

Answer.   Whenever  he  wanted  a  vessel,  his  instructions  were  that 
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he  would  not  pay  for  anj  schooner  any  more  than  the  price  fixed  by 
the  War  Department — four  dollars  a  ton.  In  steamers,  in  all  cases, 
the  owners  or  agents  went  with  me  and  gave  the  dimensions,  and  the 
lowest  price  they  would  take,  and  then  he  would  take  them  or  not.  I 
never  offered  a  vessel  myself  in  my  life,  or  asked  for  any  vessels,  ex- 
cept when  in  answer  to  that  advertisement  of  Mr.  Stanton ;  and  I  have 
made  my  commission  fairly  and  honorably. 

Question.  Did  you  always,  before  you  effected  a  charter,  consult 
with  Major  Belger  as  to  the  capacity  of  the  vessel,  and  the  price  yoo 
paid  for  her  ? 

Answer.  In  steamers,  in  all  cases. 
Question.  In  sailing  vessels  ? 

Answer.  In  sailing  vessels— say  he  wanted  a  vessel  to  have  such 
and  such  a  cargo,  and  the  price  must  be  four  dollars  a  ton,  custom- 
house register.  He  wanted  a  vessel  to  carry  such  and  such  a  cargo. 
I  told  him  I  could  get  the  vessel,  and  I  would  furnish  it.  In  trans- 
porting up  and  down  the  Chesepeake,  in  many  places  the  water  is 
very  shallow,  and  will  only  allow  four  or  five  feet,  and  it  is  very  dif- 
ficult to  get  vessels  that  can  go  into  such  places — particularly  Aquia 
creek.     Some  places  there  would  not  draw  over  five  feet. 

Question.  Then,  I  understand  you  to  say  you  did  not  consult  him  in 
most  cases  ? 

Answer.  In  all  cases  in  that  way.  I  could  not  take  a  vessel  with- 
out his  approval,  or  that  of  some  other  o£Scer  of  the  government. 

Question.  Then,  you  did  have  his  approval? 
^  Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  In  every  case? 
Answer.  Certainly. 

Question.  He  knowing  the  capacity,  the  size,  and  the  price  to  be 
paid?. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir — four  dollars  a  ton. 
Question.  And  the  character  of  the  vessels  to  be  employed  ? 
.  Answer.  I  would  not  say  that  he  went  into  all  the  particulars  of 
the  vessel.  He  would  state  what  he  wanted,  and  the  vessel  would  be 
furnished ;  but  a  great  many  vessels  have  been  chartered  that  he 
knew  nothing  about.  I  have  taken  two  or  three  since  I  was  here  the 
last  time  that  he  knew  nothing  in  the  world  about,  except  to  sign  the 
charter-party. 

Question.  Did  vou  ever  present  any  letter  from  Mr.  Tucker  to 
Colonel  Belger,  other  than  that  telegraphic  dispatch  which  you  have 
recited  in  your  testimony  to  day  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  I  presented  another  letter,  which  I  have 
here,  to  Colonel  Belger. 

Question.  Did  you  present  a  letter  to  Colonel  Belger,  directing  him 
to  sign  the  charter-parties  you  had  effected  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  have  it  here — a  telegram. 
Question.  But  any  other  than  the  telegram  ? 
Answer.  I  would  not  say.    I  have  half  a  dozen  letters  from  Mr. 
Tucker. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  present  a  letter  to  Colonel  Belger  from  Mr. 
Tucker,  other  than  the  telegraphic  despatch  to  yoU|  which  you  have 
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already  recited  in  joxxr  testimony  to-day,  directing  C!olonel  Belger,  or 
any  other  agent  of  the  department,  to  sign  charter-parties  that  had 
been  effected  by  you  ? 

Answer.  I  should  not  want  to  swear  to  that.  My  recollection  is 
that  I  have  presented  to  him  letters  and  telegraphic  despatches,  both 
from  Mr.  Tucker  and  from  (Tolonel  McCallum.  I  have  a  standing 
order  from  C!olonel  McCallum  to  furnish  transportation  or  any  vessels 
that  he  wants. 

A.  0.  HALL. 


Washinoton,  Tueadapi  January  20,  1863. 
Amasa  C.  Hall,  recalled,  testified  further  as  follows : 

Examined  by  the  (Jiairman. 

Question.  Please  furnish  to  the  committee  the  tables  or  lists  of  the 
vessels  chartered  by  you  for  the  use  of  the  government,  which  were 
desired  the  last  time  you  appeared  before  the  committee. 

Answer.  I  furnish  the  following  documents  as  my  answer : 

That  marked  ^^A,"  which  I  now  hand  to  the  committee,  embraces 
the  vessels  chartered  through  me  at  the  port  of  Baltimore  for  general 
purposes. 

That  marked  *^B*'  contains  a  list  of  all  the  vessels  chartered 
through  me  for  the  McClellan  expedition.  ' 

The  list  marked  <'G"  contains  the  steamers  for  the  McClellan 
expedition. 

List  <<  D  "  contains  the  vessels  chartered  at  the  instance  of  Colonel 
McCallum,  for  transporting  railroad  materials,  &c. 

They  are  as  follows : 
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[Lists  famished  to  the  committee  by  A.  C.  Hall.] 
A. 

List  of  vessds  chartered  to  transport  fortige,  ipc. 


I 


l86St. 
April  B 
14 
14 
15 
16 
16 
16 
16 
17 
17 
18 
18 
S9 
93 
22 
93 
99 
93 
93 
93 
94 
94 
95 
98 
98 
98 
98 
30 
1 
1 
9 
7 
9 
9 
Jnne  13 
Aug.  11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
II 
19 
13 
13 
12 
13 
91 
98 
Sept. 


May 


Name  and  deeeriptioo  of 


Owner  or  captain^  n 


Schr.  Gov.  Barton 

Schr.  JoniatU  Patton. .  .. 
Schr.  A.  T.  Rowland*.... 

Schr.  ClirysoUte 

Schr.  North  Carolina 

Schr.  E.  H.  Market 

Schr.  Wm.  Allen 

Schr.  L.  W.  Birdsale 

Schr.  Amytia 

Schr.  Maria  h.  Elizabeth.. 

Bchr.  Samuel  Colt 

Schr.  Buena  Visu 

Schr.  F.  W.  Johneton 

Schr.  Kendrick  FlBh 

Schr.  N.  L.  Waaaen 

Schr.  Olivia  Buxton  

Schr.  Julian  Franklin 

Schr.  Clara  Belle 

Schr.  A.  H.  Manchester  .. 

Schr.  Plandouer 

Bchr.  R.  C.  Stannard 

Schr.  David  C.  Poater   . . 
Schr.  Mary  P.  Hudson*... 

Schr.  Carrie 

Schr.  J.  H.  Traverse 

Schr.  J.  Oa»lin 

BrigAlladden 

Schr.  T.  R.  Hammond.... 

Schr.  Flaher 

Schr.  Mountain  Eagle  . . . . 

Schr.  Baltimore 

Schr.  Mary  A.  Magee 

BngW.  Nicholas ..... 

Schr.  Emma  Farbusb . . . . . 

Schr.  Justina 

Schr.  Lawrence 

Schr.  AlmiraT 

Schr.  Clara  Belle 

Schr.  O.  H.  ToUa 

Schr.  Carrie. <..... 

Schr.  Federal  Hill 

Schr.  Ontario 

Schr.  Mountaineer.  ...... 

Schr.  B.  H:  Fox 

Schr.  Butterfly*.... 

Schr.J.MJkA.J.Foxwell 
Schr.  William  &  John  .... 

Schr.  J.  R.  Griffith 

Schr.  ino.  P.  Spedden.... 

Sloop  Delaware 

Bchr.  .\mbition 

Bchr.  Louisiana 

Schr.  Wm.  Frazier 

Schr.  Wonder 

BarkWiUiam* 

Schr.  Robert  Healy 


Total., 


E.Parker , 

T.  W.  Rowland. 


R.  W.  Bunting 

W.  Applegarth  k.  Son. 
Tbos.  C.  Cranmer .... 
W.  Rboadea  h,  Son... 

Kelaey  I^Gray 

W.  Rhoades  It  Son. .. 
O.W.  Hilliaxd 


John  Wall 

Harrison  Mitchell 

SamuelJ.  WUliams  ... 

S.  F.  Jewett    

W.  Apnlegarth  lb  Son. . 
Asa  w.  Nickerson  . . . . 

Robt.  T.  Brown 

W.  Applegarth  h.  Son  . 
Joseph  H.  Townsend. . 

S.  S.  Hudson 

W.  Applegarth  k.  Son  . 

Jno.  H.  Adams 

Kelsey  IbGray 

C.  M.  Jackson  li  Co . . . 

do 

do 

Robert  Hawes , 

M.  A.  Mitchell 

John  Magee    

William  G.  Foster.... 
George  E.  Kendall . ... 

Kelsey  <i  Gray 

TregoeltToll 

W.  Rhoades  K  Son 

W.  Applegarth  lb  Son  . 

do 

....  do 

do 


W.  Applegarth  h.  Son. . 

*.!!'.!^do! .'.'!;!.'!.'!!!!'. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

G.  D.  Ralleck 

Kelsey  lb  Gray 

W.  Applegarth  lb  Son. 


96894 

961  ' 
916 
170 
106 

90 
363 
167 
106 
945 
166 
931 

94 
170 
103 

90 

99 
194 
973 
966 
194 
197 
995 
115 
100 

85 
960 
106 
113 
195 
190 


n 

11 


•1,079 
1,044 
864 
680 
4» 
360 
1,459 
668 
434 
980 
664 
934 
376 
680 
419 
360 


H 


1,099 

1,064 
496 
508 

1,180 
440 
400 
340 

1. 
494 
448 
780 
480 
950 
790 
736 
456 
475 
650 
500 
380 
440 
440 
340 
996 
599 
400 
319 
380 
360 
366 
300 


$3,340 

1,809 

3,081 

753 

907 

888 

8,448 

1,060 

1,045 


3,044 
3,579 
859 
3,060 
9,794 
1,548 
1,733 


4,860 
3,990 


9,404 
7,194 


5,333 

9,916 

1,416 

1,540 

937 

9,660 

790 

932 

1,763 


736 
616 
481 


557  90 
408  00 


730  00 


384 

481 
439 


539  00 

494  00 

700  00 

944  00  1,6B5  00 

539  00 


Hi 

-fife 

^  o  a. 

Co 
O  B  M 

s  oS 

< 


$167 
90 

154 
37 
45 
44 

499 
53 
58 


Olseh*d. 
45JDiaebM. 

08 

67    

36  Oiscb'd. 
40  Di«;h*d. 
40  DischM. 
00  Oiscb'd. 


178 
49 
153 
139 
77 
88 


74 

40  Sept  94 


943 
199 


190 
356 


34  65 


996 

110 
70 
77 
46 

133 
36 
46 
88 


86 


«  Sept.  15. 
cftseh^*. 


66  Sept.  36. 
80 


aepc93. 


80Diseh*d. 
83  DfaKhM. 
O6  0isch>d. 


OischM. 


40  DischM. 


36  50  DischM. 


Diseh'd. 
06  l>iscbHI. 
gOOiachM. 


370  00      18  50  DiaehM. 


91  95 


4,097  49 


*  Still  la  the  service  of  the  government 
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List  of  vessels  chartered  to  transport  Jorage,  dc. — Continued. 


I 


Name  and  deseriptioii  of 


Owner  or  captain^  name 


li 


May 


Utti. 

98 

98 

98 

98 

98 

«B 

1 

I 

I 

1 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

3 

3 

3 

5 

6 

5 

5 

6 

8 

8 

8 

9 

15 

Ai«iut9S 

95 

95 

95 

95 

95 

96 

96 

9S 

97 

May     19 


Barfe  Friendship 

Baife  California 

Barfe  Great  Repnblic  ... 

Baiie  M.  A.  Oatiy 

Barfe  B.  Beider 

Barge  John  Picknp 

Barge  Maiy  Ann  Brown. 
Barge  Lewia  h.  Bntler... 

Barge  P.  8.  Marsh 

Barge  Charles  E.  Morria. . 
Barge  Lewis  WUson.  ... 

Barge  Orange* 

Barge  T.  Spencer 

Barge  Mary  Linda 

Barge  Obarles  E  Sieiner 

Barge  J.  Campbell 

Barie  Judge  Jones. 


IL  W.  McCletlan. 
David  Forsyth.  ..< 


Bernard  Dafiy 

Jno.  Frick. .....  ..., 

Jno.  Elliott 

Richard  Brown 

Richard  A.  Rilatt.... 
Jacob  Shorts. ....... 

James  Clinton 

AdamBolmer 

WiUiam  Barker.... 
W-LoekridgeliCo. 

Geo.  A.TwibUl 

, do 


Barge  Gov.  Johnson 

Barge  David  Wilmot.... 

Barge  Little  Oliver 

Barge  John  Adams 

Barge  Roderick  Dhu 

Barge  George  Spencer.  .. 

Barge  Empire  Cnty 

Barge  Edward 

Barge  Michael  Fritz 

Barge  Richard  Heckacher. 

Barge  Rebecca 

Barge  MatHe  J.Hanselman 
Barge  D-  J.  Townsend . . . 
Barge  Geo.  W.  Beaven. . . 
Barge  Jno.  F.  Morton  .... 

Barge  0wan 

Barge  Wm.  T.  Anderson. 
Barge  Thoa.  P.  Stnan. . . . 

Barge  Dutch  Traveller. .. 
Barge  Masy  iVelch  ...... 

Barge  Adolphos  Fisher. . . 

Barge  Forest  Flower 

Barge  Baltic 

Barge  Zouave 

Barge  Feronla 

Barge  Seven  Sisters 

Barge  Carrie 

Barge  Lixzie  Arnold.  ... 
Barge  Dr.  W.  W.  Robins  .. 

Barge  Grey  Eagle 

Barge  Martha  and  Sarah.. 

Barge  Village  Belle 

Barge  Thos.  Franklin  .... 
fiaige  Alexander  the  Great 


Jamea  Murray. . 


Robert  PatterM>n . . . . , 

Geo.A.  TwIbiU 

W.  Lockridae  lb  Co 
P.  W.  Blackburn.... 

R.  F.Cahill  , 

Edward  Bourke 

Jno. 8.  Hammond... 

....  do 

do 

Samuel  Root 

Thos.  London 

Wm.  Prime 

Jacob  Shurtz 

....  do 

Stephen  H.  Myers . .. 

Jacob  Shurtz 

Henry  Lone 

Leander  Wood  ..... 
Oeo.  W.  Breneman.. 
Q.  H.  Fiuenb«rger.  . 
Thos.  McCuUoch  ... 

A.  C.  Hall 

Jas.  S.  Patton  .  ..... 

Isaiah  Hippie 

Charies  Kienhart. . . . 
Jno.  Hochlander.  ... 

J.L.  Arnold 

8.  H.  Hochlander  ... 
Solomon  R.8hlpe  ... 

Jno.  B.  Miller 

Isaac  Milliken 

Jacob  Ploer 

Dennis  u'Brien 


$19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
13  00 

12  00 
19  00 
15  00 

13  00 
19  00 
13  00 
13  00 
13  00 

12  00 

13  00 

18  00 
13  00 
13  00 
13  00 
13  00 

19  00 
13  00 
13  00 
13  00 
13  00 
13  00 
13  00 
13  00 

900 
13  00 
13  00 
13  00 
13  00 
13  00 
900 
900 
900 
13  00 
9  00 
13  00 
9  00 
900 
9  00 
0  00 
10  00 
10  00 
900 
900 
000 
9  00 
13  00 


$1,884  00 
3,076  00 
1,6-37  00 
1,744  00 
1,740  00 
L740  00 


Total. 


1,815  00 

708  00 

9,199  00 


1, 


9,148  00 

9,040  00 

9,1^00 

696  00 

1,464  00 

1,704  00 

1,800  00 

1,813  00 

1,693  00 

1,464  00 

9,148  00 

1,798  00 

360  00 

360  00 

360  00 

1,968  00 

1,611  00 

1,»4  00 

1,804  00 

1,764  00 

1,383  90 

9,053  00 

1,503  00 

1,349  00 

1,314  00 

1,380  00 

1,333  00 

1,665  00 

961  00 

961  00 

934  00 

961  00 

990  00 

370  00 

225  00 

334  00 

235  00 

316  00 

360  00 


#94  30 
103  80 
81  35 
87  90 
87  00 
87  00 


90  75 
35  40 

108  60 


91  60 
107  40 
109  00 

106  60 
34  80 
73  20 

85  90 

90  00 
00  6U 
84  60 
73  90 

107  40 

86  40 
18  00 
18  00 
18  00 
98  40 
80  55 

91  90 
91  90 
88  30 
69  16 

103  60 
79  65 
63  10 
65  70 

60  00 

61  65 
83  35 
13  05 
13  05 
II  70 

13  05 

14  50 
18  50 
11  35 
11  70 
11  35 
10  bO 
18  00 


3,151  81 


Oct.     1. 
Oct.  17. 


Diseh'd. 


Disch'd. 
Oct' 31* 


Oct.  31. 


Sept  98. 
Oct     1. 


Sept  99. 


Oct  17. 
Sept  30. 


Oct     1. 
DischM. 


Sept  30. 
Sept  39. 
Sept.  99. 
Sept  19. 
Sept  93. 
Sept  39. 
Sept.  30. 
Sept  29. 
Sept  30. 
8ept.  19. 
Sept  19. 


*  BilU  In  the  aerrlce  of  the  govenuneDt 
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B. 
Litt  qfvetteh  chartered /or  the  McCUUan  expedition. 


I 
I 


Fell,  as 
m 

as 
as 

S7 

m 

Mmr.  I 
J 
5 
10 
3 
A 
5 

7 
fi 
10 

e 

5 
7 
7 

e 
tJ 

10 
15 
l.'i 
15 
15 
15 
15 
17 

li 

10 

n 
11 

7 
17 
17 


DencrfpltriD  vul  nuufi  of 
1. 


Schr, 
Sclir. 

gphr. 
Sclir 

Selir. 
Sclir. 

Bclit, 

«elir, 

Sehr, 

8c!ir. 

ftchr, 

echf. 

eeJir. 
i^clif. 
»chT. 
Scbr. 
Schr. 
ScIir. 

Bchr 
»ehr. 
tkhr. 


l»|n  of  PJllM..»>  ***. 
eamiocn  . .  ^ « « H  -  * , .  ■ 
WMlttrdP.  PhiUJi|rt 
BenJ.  flinlcj..„„, 

R<!<1  Eagle  .,..,,    . . 

Ci&5nUn     ..*.». 

K.  H.  Beuton , 

AdA  Ani«««.... .... 

Kllmi  ,.. 

Lydlii  Ann.,, 


Mum  iiiiie  ■ 

A.  J.  Bird   

MnoEiliuhl^ 

ModiTaLnr 

W>n.  Phillip*.  .* 
Ateianifer  t.nw  . 
ilontcxuma  <.,. 
TlitviiM  pire.„, 
W.H.  M«<afi  ... 
dbmu'it  Eildy..., 
Ann  Eldridii!. ..., 
Hi-in7  Fin<:Ju  ..*. 
Rdip*^'  ....  .... 

A,  ft,  Whiujiore. 

Piir  Wind 

Pra  ISTviDpb  . . , . 
jitlM)  Fiimhflra.. 
Weal  Wind*  . , . . 

Daiiirl  DrDffn.t. 
VthUcrifmd  ... 
e,  E.^  Jntiet  ... . , 
Unry  Ann  ,,*. 
Louisa  O/eevet  , . 

BaiBrla. ..., 

Bf^nicli«L  ,.«»„  u 
Frpe  Wind  .  . , 
BU:<qUt>llftTl.n(L  ..«H 
Vtm-  Sjienr..,, . 

rri.f;;itlai 

John  Wil»Qnt .... 
FT^manl^ 

B.  U.rooL} 


Tho«  E^FriPod... 
Jolio  W,  Adtmi^, 
Rnnmcl  R.  Hmitti  . 
John  P.  Curley  .., 
Iw^mc  ^opi^r....:..  . 
W.  B.  Bmwn,,,. 
RiriTif^nd  Porter . 
E.T»ylor .-,,,,,,, 
A,  C.  ^m*w 
Harvy  D.  L^lAnd 
John  *l.  W*^i*vi'r » 


Feb,   36    %%T9fi 
S6^  Biirpe 


Barse 


Maf. 


S3a  BiFf^ 

tW^  Bafgf' 

EHI,  Barpc 

ael  Bafflp 

Ddi  fiarKn 

2f|!  Barjitf 

.^  flargfl 

:3  Bame 

3j  Barg? 

a;  BarRf" 

3j  Banr^ 

SI  Bareo 

3{  Dnriff 

3  Barge 


F.a,Bofts 

OUv^  Branch. 
:f<Ai!md  DaviA, 

Lady ,... 

M.  UaUman  . 


WilVJam. 


Thomas  AftiJonf^^. 
Henry  Eartluj.... 
Kaltii  Sailor  ,  »ii^. 

Supply 

Owen  (rOrmaa, . .  ^ 
Mary  Ann. .....»» 

l^ijLon  ..  i ...... .4, 

yt.  T.  Andt.^rBon  .. 

Sk  Grrilu  . , ♦ 

Brtiad  Mn  an  tain  * . 
Palriclt  Niutiy..», 
Peiur  CM  man*.... 


[j^aae  A.  C»y ..... 

Jbi]|i^«  Ft.  Pr^nt^l  .**., 
fJmrgeM.  IStatea  ,.... 

A   1^,  l^etl* 

WllliAm  II.  Mouatfii 
Henry  T,  VVtMjd  , .  - . -., 

H^C'  Wytnan *.,, 

iirnrge  W.  Fmnie^.... 
JariK^  W.  I^p7agii«... 
W  c«lpy  P^Lttdn  ^ . , . , , . 
Owen  PrCMuu....... 

tlvnry  lM¥y 

John  J^  CcMiJc    ...... 

MilU  Kdwarrli. 

Bevitn,  Plulltp?  h.  Co, 
I>jime|  H.  Oonh'f  .,, 
Gideon  Hall  .....  ^^ 
Char!^  liumm..  **  »* 

W.  Bean  .. 

Henry  jrcald 

Ainifci  V.  Lt^avUt.,... 

Fnuniain  lonvm  

Charl»tlAl^y .*. 

John  A.  JoflvjR  .,.,. ., 

tJ.J.  Word 

J.  H    Hirdjsate.,....,, 

E-  R.  Jon»?i 

W.  App\fpLT\l\  h.  Co. 

.,*...,ilo 

..* do,  ....,♦.... 


199 
J44 

ISA 
184 

\9;t 

95U 

tm^ 
\m 

165 

\m 

l^lt) 
m 

*I7 

aio 

IX 

k«Ct 
171 

^6 

il2S 

113 
|»1 
mt 
Ml 

mo 

."KM 
!l53 

•  Itfe 

1137 
1163 
>104 

1991 

77 
&7 


John  gpauldifig  ■ 


C1inr1i«  n**^m...,,.. 
Abraham  tl^Mman  . , 
Thoma*  Rnuf  k:« , . .  p , 

John  Ruer «^. 

L.  Bfitlcn 

VVilliam  IVfvenfi  ,...h 
William O I r'kn  ...... 

Mic?hadl  PiniEpAirlclc. 
TlminaiMc  Bride..... 

MichAfl  Rukexlafer. 
William  Uurry,,, ... 

Owtn  Bmdy ,,,». 

.,.  .,.,do,  ...... .... 

JobnB.  Hunitnond.. 

.......do,  . 

WiiTiam  F.  Drtre  .    ,.. 

JameaCarr .,.. 

G<?nrit«  Nfllim..., .... 
Qcar^e  A.  TivjbLit  m., 


I 


t^dO  f7MI 
4  001  5TS 
4  IKl!  79^ 
4  001  730 
4  oo;    TTa 

4  OOl^OQO 


4  m 

4  UO 
4  OO 
4  UO 
4«0 

4«0 
400 
4tH> 


A50 
73B 
S84 
660 

64§ 

feTO 
7)fi 


4  DO!  1^040 

4  no  I     P19 


4  OQ 

4<H^j 
4«J 
4  dol 
4  001 


4  00^1U4 
4  m     51^2 


4  Di 

3  57 

4  OU 
4  OO 
4  OOl 


l,,l«> 

oie 

763 


4  001  ei6 
4  OOl  9§i^ 
4  OOl  J^  (MO 

3  m  i^oe5 
3  iJa    600 


3  7S 
3  651 
3  6@ 
3  75' 


3  70  1,100 

4  00,  673 
4  00;  9011 
4  00     388 


Piypcr 
d«iy. 
1*00 
10  DO 

10  m 
10  w 
10  oo 
10  00 
10  (Ml 
10  DO 
10  00 
lU  W(" 

10  oo 

10  (Mi 
10  00 
10  00 

10  oo 

10  041 

10  oo 
10  OD 
10  00 


e 


fit 


§5,468  00 
3^910  00 
a,4R6  9) 

sja?  60 
a,tei  60 

9.^^  no 
5.01»1  60 
3^930  OO 
a, 755  00 
4.076  OO 

i,p,T6  oa 
usa'J  00 

6,»J0  00 
,%.VW  001 
|0,fii?«^  -lO' 
4,340  001 

833  flOl 
3,819  00| 

^m9  eo 

J,7^TO 
a,  764  Oil 
7. 13»  9if 
S.f<i0  DO 
a.S86«0 
U.  H«  «0 

oieoo 

904  00 

4,Bia  m 

016  OO' 
6,004  OOj 

uow  w 

£.34100 
1,340  00 
l,Ba5  00 
I.^IO  61^ 
1,460  00 
3,B55  00 
6,413  Oir 
eTt  00 
1,170  W» 
1,000  00 

eio  40 


TJ 

I 


l,fflf7  00 

^am  m 

7sa  ou 


t«6 
IM  Bl 
336  39 
108  OQ 
143  OOi 
854  56 
141 
m  75 

ao3eQi 

91 
76  50 

iJ76  §0 

&34  n 

mi  00 

41  **! 
JIO  fiO, 
141  491 

«6  40 

356  9S' 
]^  00 
149  39 

457 

45  BOl 

940  ftl 

45  mi 
345  00 

^00 
117  IS 

67 

91  35] 

90  iQ 

73  DO 
l»7  7Seept»i 
»0  65Sf!pt.1«. 

«B50J 

50 

40^ 


6,  Ml  BS 


01  35^ 
UOSO 
37  50 


a,oeooo 

2,090  00, 


330  005 
^2m  OOJ 
900  00 
175  00 
9,140  00 
2,110  60 
9,340  00 

I,. 'too  m 

U^^  00 
1,9M0  00 


103  00 

104  so 


11  00..,..,,, 

no  m'. 

45  Oo'SrfVt.B9« 

6  50,....,  .. 

107  m\- 

lOS  5U*&rpt.  99« 
117  Ot^rici.  99, 
7.^.  OOSrpt.Sa. 

33  oof .„ 

64  00^....<,.» 
60  0U| 


*  Still  in  the  service  of  the  goTernmenu 
One  trip. 


1  One  trip  to  Annapolis. 
$One  trip  to  Fort  Monroe. 
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B. — List  of  vessel*  chartered  Jor  the  McCldlan  expedition, — Gontinned. 


I 


•ndi 
1. 


of  Owner  or  esptain'kiuune. 


li 


< 


BUr     : 


a 

a 

3 
3 
3 
8 
8 
A 
19 


Bafse  WeMem  Stir 

Bario  M.  L.  Dawpon. ... 
Barge  l^barles  Miller*.... 

Barf  e  M.  Daffy* 

Barge  T.C.  Zalick 

Barge  Or.  8hannon....«. 
Barge  Catharine  Uayei. . 

Barge  MetrdpolU 

Baige  PrincetowD 

Barge  Delaware .., 

Baige  Helen  Brown 


John  Moore   

Thomas  Jackeon.. 

P.Reilly 

P.  Doiry 

Jacob  K.  Dundore. 

Patrick  Tnmi 

William  Whalen.. 
Roberto.  Baggs..., 
Daltham  Hanng..., 

W.H.Bolton 

W.  H.OIer 


flOOO 
10  00 
10 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
60  00 
10  00 


«3,090 
1.840 
9,000 
8,140 

180 
1,180 
1,795 
1,900 

660 
4,900 


flOl  00 

93  (K) 

100  0.) 

107  00 

9  00 

59  00 
86  96 

60  00 
33  00 

915  00 


Sept.  91. 


Oct.     J. 


Oct.  90. 


Total  . 


9,098  61 


^  StiU  In  the  aerrice  of  the  fwemment* 


0. 
List  of  steamers  chartered. 


I 


Owner's  name. 


leaL 

Mar.  13 
Feb.  94 


Patapsco 

Cecil 

Portsmouth*. 

Juniata* , 

Pacific 

Baltimore*  ... 

Kent 

Pioneei*.... 

AJax 

Haswcll 

Fairy  Queen. 
Columbia.... 


C.  Coblens 

Captain  Rice 

Baltimore  end  HaTre  de  Grace  J 
Steam  Towing  Company.     1 

Frind.  Rickets  It  Co 

S.J.  I'enu 


001 

ooj 
ooj 


Wilson  Small 

Mi^  Brewerton  , 

Piloc 

Joseph  Baker 


John  Henderson  I  Jr , 

C.  Cobl«ns ..., 

A.  C.Hall 

Dr.  William  Ountun  ..... 
M.N.  Falls,  president..., 

Captain  Smith , 

Mayor  and  City  Conncil  , 

Joseph  Baker , 

JohnH.  Barton  ...••»•.., 


$65  00 
80  00 
930  00 
990 
60 

950  00 

900  00 

900  00 

70  00 

40  00 

40  00 

350  00 

350  00 

910  00 

65  00 

50  00 

65  00 


tl0,99500 
9,400  00 

73,060  00 

59,500  00 

18,000  00 

18,000  00 

13,390  00 

1,440  00 

1,91)0  00 

69,000  00 

91,000  00 

16,500  00 

10,000  00 

1,500  00 

19,805  00 


#514  75 
190  00 

3,686  00 

9,695  00 

900  00 

900  OO 

666  00 

79  00 

60  00 

3,450  00 

1,050  00 

895  00 

500  00 

75  00 

640  95 


Total. 


16,096  00 


*  Still  in  the  serTlee  of  the  goTemnenu 
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D. 
JAit  ofvtueU  chartered  to  traiuport  locomotives,  cart,  railroad  iron,  S/c. 


•5 
I 


Name  and  desciiptioii  of 
vessel. 


Owoer  or  captain's 


n 


ts 


V 

< 


§1 

!8a 


I 
t 


1883. 


Mar. 


18 
18 
SI 
91 
95 
95 
31 
37 
98 
35 
85 
29 
96 
94 
94 
97 
36 
96 
97 
97 


May 


April  99 
95 
99 
96 
9t< 
93 
9 
9 
1 
4 
5 
5 
6 
6 
6 
8 
19 
19 
9U 
90 
9 
93 
9 
10 
10 
10 
10 
11 
13 
95 
96 
16 
Aug.  93 


June 


Scbr.Ella 

Scbr  James  Jones  •••••. 

8chr.  Norman 

Schr.  Miunebaba 

8cbr.  E.  Nickerson  

BrigE.  Doaur 

Bcbr.  Mary  Brewer 

Schr.  8  U.  Hart* 

Scbr.  George  and  Emily. .. 
Scbr.  George  W.  Glover... 

Schr.  Algomar.  •  

Schr.  Lucy  Alexander  . . . . 

Schr.  Davison 

Schr.  Israel  H.  Day 

Scbr.  J.  H.  Bnmeit* 

Schr.  Benjamin  L.  Berry. . 
Schr.  William  H.  Maillcr*. 
Schr.  Vincent  Barkalew... 

Bcbr.  Lucy  Church 

Schr.  Richard  A.  Wood... 

Scbr.  Young  America 

Schr.  8  L.  Hiroroons 

Schr.  Mary  and  Elizabethr 

8chr.  Malabar 

Schr.  Bengal* 

Schr.  Bllen  Merryman.... 
Schr.  E.  D.  McClenahan  .. 

Schr.  John  Forayth 

Schr.  Pennsylvania 

Schr.  Emma  Amelia ...... 

Schr.  Mohiwk 

Scbr.  E.  W.  Farrington  ... 
Schr.  Belle  of  Cape  Ann... 

Schr.  John Tilion. 

Schr.  LuiherOhUda 

Schr.  A.  8.  Bells 

Schr.  George  W.  Orieo.... 

Schr.  Undine 

Scbr.  douiberner 

Scbr.  Typhoon 

Schr.  Mountain  Avenue... 

Schr.  Alex-  Law 

Schr.  Hamor 

Schr.  George  W.  Glover. . . 
Schr.  William  Gregory  ... 

Schr.  Juniaita  Patton 

Schr.  William  L.  Dayton.. 

Schr.  Harriet  Baker.   

Schr.  James  H.  Moore  .... 
Schr.  Stephen  S.  Lee  .... 

Scbr.  Frances 

Schr.  Julia  Smith*........ 

Schr.  Joseph  Holmes 


Charlea  H.  Mariton  . 

C.  H.  Hasleton 

B.  Atwoodjr 

John  H.  Young 

Cyras  Nickenon .... 
George  U.  Loring  ... 

J.  B.  Wood 

Isaac  Wall 

4.8.  Harris 

Winalow  Thomas  ... 

William  Hayes 

K.  K.  Alexander  .... 

Charles  Jackson 

Daniel  Chase 

Daniel  Ireland 

George  B  Weaver  .. 

8eth  C.Arey 

OlarkBurdick 

Alden  H.  Adams...., 

J.  B.  Cranmer 

J.  and  H.  H.  Post  ... 

Lewis  Gandy 

Leonard  W.  Read..., 

Mark  Wiloh 

B.  A.  Pillsbury 

Charles  F.  Hamilton . 
Zebulon  Mitchell.... 

J.  D.  Applegarth 

H.  N.  West 

A.  B.  Harding 

Henry  Giles , 

James  Robinson , 

W.  H.  Gre«n , 

J.  8.  Lawrence 

Charies  Kelly    

P.  K.Harwood 

John  Palmer , 

P.T.  OroweU 

Willism  U.  Harris  .... 

Zenas  Truvorgy , 

P.G.Kelly 

HenrjT.  Wood 

Hamor , 

W.  Thomas , 

Horace  Bucklin 

Elioba  Parker 

LomusHand , 


WiUiam  fngersoU  . 


Daniel  Conneil . 
John  Orlando  . . 
B.F.Holmes  .. 


819 
947 
990 
140 
999 
1»7 
115 
165 
ISO 
116 
195 
145 

94 
953 
192 
19(1 
191 

84 
904 
996 
149 
993 
190 
197 
103 
129 
114 
947 
143 
950 
141 
91 
100 
160 
168 
lib 
118 
100 
330 
965 
174 
911 
190 
116 
149 
961 
135 
150 
980 
935 
993 
189 
991 


50  f795 
"'  950 
880 
960 
916 
748 
400 


660  00 


590 
468 
500 
580 


00  376  00 


916 
768 
760 
764 
336 
816 

1,100 
568 
899 
760 
508 
419 
516 
456 
9B8 
579 

1,000 
564 
844 


640 

679 

479 

479 

400 

990 

1,060 

696 

844 

48U 

464 

596 

,044 

OOi    540 

00;    600 

001,190 


Total. 


94U 


7i8 
884 


0094^00 
00  6,794  40 
00  3,784  00 
00  1,637  40 
00  9,733  90 
00  9,118  00 
00  3,174  00 
"  3.984  00 
9,999  90 
1,089  60 
1,033  90 
3,835  40 
1,059  00 
5,589  60 
4,779  00 
4,989  90 
1,349  00 
1,097  60 
4,871  40 
6,196  60 
997  80 
1,397  00 
1,900  00 
1,354  60 
1,977  60 
1,940  00 
9,094  90 
4,706  00 
9,601  00 
5,837  40 
9,746  90 
3,685  00 
919  80 
1,173  90 
1,913  00 
9,949  60 
9,489  40 
1,013  00 
3,831  8U 
9,190  00 
*i,961  60 
3,a54  9U 
383  00 
1,948  60 
9,689  UO 
3,871  40 
9.469  00 
3,000  00 
4,039  00 
3,008  00 
3,181  40 
3,976  00 
1,655  80 


75  Sept.  95 
**"  D»cbd. 


t»47^ 
336  99 

189  90 
81  87 

136  66 
105  90 
158  70     .. 

190  90  Oct. 


146  46 
54  13 
51  66 

19177 

59  60 
979  48 
936  60 
814  II 

67  45 
54  88 

943  57 
309 
46  39 

68  85 
95  00 
67  73 
63  85 

69  00 
101  91 
935  30 
130 

991  87 
i:f7  31 
184  95 

45  99 
58  66 

60  65 
119  48 
134  47 

50  65 
191  59 
106  00 
113  08 
199  71 

19  15 

97  43 
134  10 
193 
193  - 
150  00 
901  60 
150  40 
159  07 
163  80 

89  79 


Sept.  15 
June  9 


OcU    8 


83  Sept.  15 


N0Y.35 

s^i^is 


05  Sept 


16 
Oct.  31 


Sept.  17 


O'cbd. 
87 


57  0CL 
45  Oct. 


7,376  49 


*  Btill  in  the  service  of  the  guvemment. 
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List  of  vessels  chartered  to  transport  locomotives,  cars,  railroad  iron,  SfC, 


1 

TetteL 

Owner  or  captain**  aame. 

1 

g 

< 

1  i 

1 

1 

Maieh  97 

Barge  Iowa. ••.. 

Henry  R.  Royer.... 

G.Q.  Brokaw 

8.  Flanagan 

•I51S 

19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 

•9,119  00 
!,n08  00 
i.2«00 

J.  m  00 

a,  136  00 
l.MWOO 
L:'79  00 
■iJ96  00 
]   "38  00 
1, 090  00 
3^^56  00 
^^.IIMOO 
\\bi  00 
'i,iM00 

u,  :m  00 

1,440  00 
9,136  00 
9,100  00 
9,090  00 

f  105  60 
'50  40 
111  00 
109  60 
191  tfO 
75  00 

78  60 
109  80 

01  80 
51  00 
59  80 
109  80 
109  90 
191  90 
195  40 

79  00 
106  80 
105  00 
101  00 

99 

Baife  Wynekoop ..... .... 

99 

Barge  Bamoel  wooley 

Barge  Tom  O'Neal 

Baige  Mary  Connolly 

Barge  Young  Henry 

Barge  NaTada 

Barge  Planet ... 

Barae  LItile  Sallie 

8epC90 
Oct.    1 

April      1 
•           1 

William  >ox 

Michael  Connolly 

John  Parrell , 

John  Itathewfi....... .... 

Michael  Carey 

J.  Monogae , 

Baige  Tera  Cms  .» 

Andrew  Byrna.  .••••..•.. 

Barge  Niagara 

Barge  Jane  Tonar 

Barge  J.  U.  Ripplier 

Barge  Agnea  Gibaoo 

Barse  Caoe  Mav 

Charles  Willoner 

John  Powell 

KIchard  Connelly 

Lawrence  Leary .  ...*•... 

'ocY'ii 

Oet.*99 

Charles  Kautner 

Oct.  31 

Barge  Niititinnle 

Charles  Dugnn 

Barge  CJpliamia 

Dennis  Buckley  

Barge  Andrew  Buckley. .. 
Baige  A.  C.  Page 

William  Buckley 

W.8.  Backman 

Sept  30 
8epC.99 

Total 

1,807  80 

RECAPITCLATION. 


Commission  receiTcd  on  schooners  on  this  expedition 

Commi«sion  received  on  barges  on  this  expedition 

Commiitsion  received  on  barges  on  McClellan's  expedition 

Commission  received  on  schooner*  on  McCIellan's  expedition. 

Obmroiasion  received  on  barges  to  transport  forage 

Commission  received  on  schooners  to  transport  forage 

Commisaion  received  on  steamers , 


Total. 


f7,S78  48 
1,807  80 
9,598  61 
6,991  85 
3,151  81 
4,097  49 

16,096  00 

'  41,410  05 


Question.  How  many  of  the  vessels  embraced  in  list  A  are  still 
in  the  employment  of  the  goyernment? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell,  l^canse  they  don't  report  to  Baltimore  ;  but 
I  have  no  knowledge  of  those  being  discharged  that  I  have  marked. 
So  far  as  I  can  recollect,  those  have  all  been  discharged  except  those 
that  I  have  marked ;  there  are  five  of  them.  Those  are  all  I  can 
remember. 

Qaestion.  How  many  in  the  other  lists? 

Answer.  In  list  B  there  are  eight  marked.  In  list  C  there  are  six 
steamers  ;  they  are  still  in  the  employment  of  the  government.  In 
list  D  there  are  five  schooners  still  in  the  employ  of  the  government. 

Qaestion.  Do  I  understand  yon  to  say  that  upon  all  the  vessels 
enumerated  in  these  lists  you  receive  five  per  cent.? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  would  not  say  that.  I  recoive  a  commission 
on  all — no,  I  have  not  on  all,  as  some  few  barges  were  lost,  and 
I  got  no  commission  on  them  at  all. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  a  commission  upon  all  except  those  that 
were  lost  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  I  have. 

Question.  Bow  many  were  lost? 
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Answer.  I  think  about  twenty  barges  were  lost^  bat  I  can't  say  for 
certain. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  any  consideration  from  any  of  those 
twenty  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  did  receive  the  first  month  ;  I  would  not  be  cer- 
tain. From  some  of  them  I  did  not  receive  the  money  I  had  advanced 
on  them  for  supplies.  On  some  of  them  I  advanced  money  for  the 
supplies,  and  1  have  not  received  that. 

Question.  On  most  of  these  you  received  more  than  five  per  cent? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  On  all  you  received  five  per  cent? 

Answer.  On  all  except  what  were  lost  I  received  five  per  cent. ,  L 
believe.  I  believe  I  did  not  divide  any  commission  with  any  brokers 
on  those  barges  at  all. 

Question.  Did  you  not  receive,  on  any  of  the  vessels  enumerated  in 
these  tables,  more  than  five  per  cent? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  think  not ;  I  might  have  received  something 
for  advancing  and  collecting,  but  not  for  commission. 

Question.  Have  you  not  received  considerable  money  in  addition  to 
your  commissions  for  advancing  and  collecting? 

Answer.  Not  a  large  amount — not  a  very  large  amount. 

Question.  Not  a  very  large  amount  in  any  particular  case,  but  in 
the  aggregate  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  aggregate  would  not  amount  to  a  large  sum, 
more  particularly  on  the  barges  than  anything  else,  because  I  fur- 
nished them  with  groceries. 

Question.  How  much  are  you  receiving  on  the  Portsmouth,  Juniata 
and  Pacific? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  Are  you  receiving  no  more  than  five  per  cent? 

Answer.  No  more,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  been  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not  received  anything  on  this  charter.  On  the 
first  charter  I  received  seven  and  a  naif  per  cent. 

Question.  No  more  than  that  ? 

Answer.  No  more. 

Question.  When  did  that  charter  expire  ? 

Answer.  Some  time  in  June  or  July  last,  I  think.  They  were 
taken  up  a  short  time  aeo  by  Colonel  Bucker. 

Question.  How  long  did  the  first  charter  continue? 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  the  first  charter  on  these  three  boats 
continued  about  three  months. 

Question.  How  much  are  you  receiving  on  the  Baltimore? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  No  more? 

Answer.  No  more,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  on  the  Pioneer? 

Answer.  I  was  to  receive  ten  per  cent.  I  have  not  collected  any- 
thing of  account. 

Question.  How  much  on  the  Georgia? 
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Answer.  Twenty-five  dollars  a  day  for  the  Georgia ;  bnt  I  have  not 
received  it.     That  was  the  understanding. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  receive  on  the  Patapsco  while  she  was 
in  the  government  employment  ? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  How  much  on  the  Cecil  ? 

Answer.  On  the  Cecil  I  received  one  month's  commission  ;  that  is 
all — five  per  cent,  on  one  month's  services. 

Question.  You  say  you  have  never  been  interested  in  furnishing  any 
forage  to  the  government  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  received  any  such  commission,  except  in  one 
instance  ? 

Answer.  No  commission,  to  my  knowledgCi  on  forage. 

Question.  You  received  commission  on  some  hay  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Williams  allowed  me  one  per  cent,  on  some  hay  be 
sold  to  government,  that  is  all.  ^ 

Question.  You  never  assisted  in  selling  any  for  anybody  else  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  No  forage  of  any  description  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  believe  I  bought,  at  one  time,  20  or  30  bales 
of  hay  that  landed  on  the  wharf  from  a  schooner,  and  sold  it  to  gov- 
ernment; it  amouDted  to  $70  or  $80.  I  never  had  any  contract  with  the 
government,  or  dealt  with  it  in  hay,  oats,  or  corn. 

Question.  Whatever  vessels  aTe  enumerated  in  these  lists,  that  are 
now  in  the  employment  of  the  government,  you  are  getting  a  per 
cent,  on  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  the  schooners  J.  W.  Rumsey  and  R.  C.  &  A.  Ward 
on  these  lists  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  happens  it  that  they  are  not  on  them? 

Answer.  They  were  two  that  were  taken  up  at  Annapolis. 

Question.  Did  you  not  take  them  up  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not  charter  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  not  Rettingany  profits  from  them  ? 

Answer.  On  the  R.  C.  &  A.  Ward  I  got  2^  per  cent.  I  never  got 
anything  on  the  Rumsey. 

Question.  Have  they  agreed  to  pay  you  anything  on  the  Rumsey  ? 

Answer.  The  obtain,  before  he  died,  agreed  to  pay  me  something, 
but  he  is  dead. 

Question.  Have  you  no  written  agreement? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  nothing  but  his  word. 

Question    Who  took  them  up  ? 

Answer.  Captain  Slate. 

Question.  Who  was  he  ? 

Answer.  He  was  quartermaster  at  Annapolis  at  the  time. 

Question.  Who  effected  the  charters  with  Captain  Slate  ? 

Rep.  Com.  84 11  ^  . 
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Answer.  The  vessels  were  in  Baltimore^  and  I  sent  them  down  to 
Captain  Slate,  and  he  chartered  them. 

Question.  How  happens  it  that  yon  did  not  report  those  two  vessels 
on  your  lists  of  vessels  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  ;  they  never  appeared  on  my  books. 

Question.  What  other  vessels  have  been  chartered  through  or  by  you 
to  the  government,  besides  the  Rumsey  and  the  Ward,  that  do  not  ap- 
pear on  these  lists  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  of  any. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  there  are  no  others? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  any  others. 

Question.  From  the  fact  that  you  don't  recollect  that  there  are  any 
others,  are  you  confident  that  there  are  no  others  ? 

Answer.  I  have  a  correct  statement  from  my  books,  and  I  think  I 
have  every  name  down  where  I  have  effected  the  charter  myself. 

Question.  Ton  haj^e  on  the  lists,  in  one  column,  a  statement  of  the 
percentage  at  five  per  cent. ;  you  admit  in  your  testimony  that  in  many 
instances  you  have  received  more  than  five  per  cent. 

Answer.  In  some  instances  on  the  list  is  down  at  7^  per  cent. 

Question.  What  ones  ? 

Answer.  On  the  Portsmouth  and  Juniata  I  think  you  will  find  it. 

Question.  No,  sir,  it  is  down  at  5  per  cent. 

Answer.  It  is  a  mistake,  then. 

Question.  Can  you  give  any  explanation  of  that? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  can't. 

Question.  If  this  account  was  taken  from  your  books,  how  does  it 
happen  that  your  books  do  not  correspond  with  your  testimony  ? 

Answer.  The  bookkeeper  may  have  made  out  all  the  accounts  at 
five  per  cent.^  but  I  received  on  the  Portsmouth  and  the  Juniata,  and 
the  tug-boat  Pacific,  7^  per  cent. 

Question.  According  to  your  testimony  the  other  day,  did  you  not 
receive  7^  per  cent,  on  several  sailing  vessels  ? 

Answer.  I  guess  not ;  I  don't  know  of  any  sailing  vessels  that  I  re- 
ceived 7^  per  cent.  on. 

Question.  Have  you  not  so  testified  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  think  not;  I  might  have  received  it  for  ad- 
vances, but  not  for  commission. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  receive  more  than  2^  per  cent,  for  advances  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  advanced  a  great  deal  that  I  never  got  a  cent 
for. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  receive  more  than  2^  per  cent,  for  collecting? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  receive  more  than  6  per  cent,  for  collecting 
and  advancing  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  have. 

Question.  What  was  that  balance  for? 

Answer.  2^  per  cent,  for  advancing,  and  5  per  cent,  for  commission. 

Question.  Have  you  not  received  as  high  as  10  per  cent,  on  sailing 
vessels  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  don't  think  I  have;  I  don't  think  I  ever  received 
10  per  cent,  commission  on  a  sailing  vessel. 
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Question.  I  do  not  ask  you  what  you  call  it,  but  have  you  not  re- 
ceived more  than  10  per  cent,  upon  the  earnings  of  a  vessel  while  she- 
was  in  the  employment  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  'So^  sir;  I  never  have. 

Question.  You  are  confident  that  you  never  did  ? 

Answer.  I  am  pretty  confident  that  I  never  did. 

Question.  You  would  have  remembered  it  if  you  had  done  so — it 
would  have  been  so  great  a  deviation  from  your  general  practice  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Question.  What  was  the  largest  per  cent,  you  ever  received  on  any 
steamer  ? 

Answer.  7^  per  cent,  is  the  largest  I  have  received  on  the  steamer 
Columbia.  1  chartered  her  for  $300,  and  rechartered  her  for  $360. 
That  I  don't  call  a  percentage.  I  got,  over  and  above  the  price  I  was 
to  pay,  $60  a  day.  She  was  then  the  cheapest  boat  on  the  list  by  $150 
a  day.  The  same  class  of  boats  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia  were 
chartered  at  $660. 

Question.  Are  yon  willing  to  swear  that  these  lists  contain  a  true 
abstract  from  your  books  as  to  the  vessels  that  were  chartered  through 
your  hands  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  is  an  exact  copy;  they  have  a  similar  copy 
up  at  the  War  Department,  made  by  the  same  clerk.  I  told  him  to 
make  out  an  exact  copy 

Question.  This,  you  say,  corresponds  exactly  to  the  copy  made  by 
your  clerk  for  the  War  Department  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  told  him  to  make  it  so  exactly;  I  waited  all 
the  week  for  it;  I  set  him  to  work  at  it  Saturday  morning  when  I  went 
back,  and  he  finished  it  last  night.  He  has  made  all  the  entries  on 
the  books  and  attended  to  the  business. 

Question.  You  swear  that  these  contain  the  name,  tonnage,  or  bur- 
den, rate  of  pay  per  month  or  day,  the  amount  of  charter  money  re- 
ceived, and  the  per  cent,  received  by  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  according  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

Question.  And  that  you  have  no  knowledge  of  any  other  vessels 
that  have  been  chartered  by,  through,  or  under  your  direction,  except 
those  named  here  ? 

Answer.  That  don't  embrace  the  vessels  I  chartered  for  the  Burn* 
side  water  expedition;  I  had  no  account  of  them;  I  chartered  about 
ten  vessels  for  that  for  Mr.  Brant;  no  account  is  made  of  that. 

Question.  Then  I  understand  that  this  does  not  embrace  all  the- 
vessels  that  you  have  chartered  ? 

Answer.  It  embraces  everything  except  those  few  vessels  I  chartered 
to  Mr.  Brant  for  the  water  expedition;  I  kept  no  account  of  that.  The 
charters  were  in  his  own  name« 

Question.  When  was  that? 

Answer.  Last  winter,  a  year  a^o. 

Question.  Was  the  Rumsey  one  of  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  the  Bumsey  went  down  to  take  forage  to  General 
Burnside  after  he  left. 

Question.  Was  the  Ward? 

Answer.  The  Ward  went  down  to  take  forage  for  that  expedition. 
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Question.  Ton  chartered  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  yon  not  charter  the  Ward? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not  charter  them  just  as  you  did  the  others  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  There  was  an  agreement  that  you  should  take  commission 
on  them  ? 

Answer.  One  of  them  has  paid  me  four  months'  commission;  that 
is  all  I  have  received. 

Question.  Did  you  send  any  others  down  there  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  that  went  down  with  forage. 

Question.  About  8  or  10  that  you  chartered,  besides  these,  do  not  ap- 
pear on  these  lists  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  think  about  8  or  10. 

Question.  Can  you  not  remember  some  others  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  there  are  any  others? 

Question.  What  per  cent,  did  you  get  on  them  ? 

Answer.  2^  per  cent.  When  the  McClellan  expedition  started  I 
commenced  keeping  a  list  of  everything  I  chartered  ;  keeping  books 
expressly  for  it^  and  a  clerk  entered  up  every  charter-party. 

Question .  Did  you  charter  many  vessels  for  the  Burnside  expedition  ? 

Answer.  Not  any  ;  only  my  two. 

Question.  Were  any  of  these  vessels  you  chartered  to  the  govern- 
ment for  general  purposes  used  for  the  Burnside  expedition? 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  I  don't  remember  of  any  of  them. 

I  wish  to  state  that  I  have  in  all  cases  stated  to  the  owners  or  agents 
of  all  vessels  and  steamers  I  have  chartered  to  the  government  that 
I  was  no  government  agent,  and  acted  only  as  agent  for  them.  That 
I  received  no  pay  from  the  government,  and  should  charge  them  five 
per  cent,  commission  on  the  amount  they  received  under  any  charter  I 
might  effect  with  the  government  for  themr 

I  wish  further  to  state  that  I  have  paid  no  more  for  any  vessel  or 
steamer  than  I  was  instructed  to  pay  by  officers  ot  the  government ; 
and  in  all  cases,  before  the  vessel  or  steamer  was  taken  by  the  govern- 
ment, the  price  and  particulars  were  named,  and  if  they  suited  them, 
she  was  taken  by  the  proper  officer  of  the  government. 

I  further  state  that  all  steamers  taken  by  the  government  in  Balti- 
more through  me  have  been  in  better  condition  and  less  expensive  to 
the  government  to  keep  them  in  repair,  and  have  been  chartered  at  a 
rate  twenty  per  cent,  less  than  that  paid  tor  boats  of  the  same  capacity 
for  carrying  freight  and  troops  in  other  cities,  as  will  be  seen  by  refer- 
ence to  charter-parties  now  on  file  in  the  War  Department. 

I  further  state  that  I  have  devoted  my  whole  time  and  that  of  three 
clerks,  day,  night,  and  Sundays,  for  the  last  fifteen  months,  to  the 
service  in  fitting  out  vessels  and  steamers  and  in  getting  them  ready 
to  leave  promptly  after  they  have  been  chartered  to  the  government, 
for  which  I  have  not  received  one  cent  from  the  government  in  com- 
pensation. 

A.  C.  HALL. 
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Washington,  Friday^  January  9,  1863. 
Chablbs  Coblenb,  being  daly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Eocamined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  Where  were  you  bom  7 

Answer.  In  Prussia. 

Question.  When  were  you  born? 

Answer.  In  1814. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  this  country  ? 

Answer.  Since  1839. 

Question.  Where  did  you  live  before  this  war  broke  out  ? 

Answer.  Baltimore. 

Question.  What  business  have  you  been  engaged  in  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been  in  the  horse  business  in  Baltimore. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  that? 

Answer.  Buying  and  selling  horses. 

Question.  Has  that  been  your  entire  business  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  you  come  to  get  out  of  the  horse  business  into 
the  boat  business? 

Answer.  We  could  not  make  anything  out  of  the  horse  business-  at 
all.     There  was  nothing;  I  had  to  do  something  to  make  a  living. 

Question.  What  was  the  first  vessel  that  you  became  interested  in  ? 

Answer.  The  tug-boat  S.  H.  Haswell. 

Question.  Did  you  buy  her  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.   Of  whom? 

Answer.  Of  a  man  named  Johnson. 

Question.  Where  does  he  live  ? 

Answer.  In  Baltimore. 

Question.  When  did  you  buy  her  ? 

Answer.  It  has  been  some  time  ago. 

Qnestion.  How  long  ago  ? 

Answer.   I  suppose  it  has  been  about  five  or  six  months  ago. 

Question.  What  did  you  pay  for  her  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  paid  $3,000. 

Question.  Don't  you  know? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  don't  know  exactly  how  much.  I  think  it  was 
about  $3, 000. 

Question.  Why  do  you  not  know  exactly  ? 

Answer.  I  got  several  others,  you  see. 

Question.  Did  you  buy  several  others  at  the  same  time  that  you 
bought  this  of  Johnson  ? 

Answer.  I  did,  shortly  afterwards. 

Question.  When  you  bought  her,  did  you  not  know  for  how  much  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  it  was  $3,000.  I  would  not  swear  for  certain. 
I  believe  that  was  about  it. 
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Question.  How  did  you  pay  for  it? 

Answer.  I  paid  him  in  cash. 

Question.  All  in  cash  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  money  or  a  check  ? 

Answer.  Money. 

Question.  Did  you  buy  any  other  of  Johnson  ? 

"Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  you  mean  by  saying  that  you  bought  several 
others  at  the  same  time  of  him  ? 

Answer.  A  few  days  afterwards — not  of  Johnson. 

Question.  Why  are  you  not  able  to  state  the  exact  amount? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  about  |3, 000. 

Question.  That  is  very  indefinite  ? 

Answer.  That  is  as  near  as  I  can  recollect. 

Question.  Who  bought  her  for  you? 

Answer.  I  bought  her  through  Mr.  A.  C.  Hall. 

Question.  What  did  he  charge  you  as  commission  ? 

Answer.  He  did  not  charge  me  anything.  She  was  in  charter.  All 
he  wanted  was  five  per  cent,  on  the  charter. 

Question.  Is  she  in  the  government  employ  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  since  she  ceased  to  be  employed  by  govern- 
ment? 

Answer.  I  suppose  she  has  been  out  of  employment  about  a  month. 

Question.  When  did  the  government  discharge  her? 

Answer.  They  discharged  her  last  month. 

Question.  What  day  last  month  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  between  the  20th  of  December  and  the  first 
of  January,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  when  she  was  discharged. 

Question.  Waa  it  nearer  the  first  of  January  than  the  20th  of  De- 
cember ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  about  half-way  between. 

Question.  About  the  25th  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  That  is  the  best  of  your  judgment;  that  she  was  dis- 
charged on  the  25th  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  she  chartered  to  the  government  when  you  bought 
her? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  had  she  been  chartered  by  ?  Who  was  receiving 
the  money  that  she  earned  from  the  government  at  the  time  vou 
bought  her  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  Mr.  Johnson  was. 

Question.  Did  you  agree  at  the  time  you  bought  her  to  pay  Mr. 
Hall  any  per  cent,  upon  the  earnings  of  the  vessel,  so  long  as  she 
remained  in  the  employment  of  the  government? 

Answer.  I  agreed  to  pay  him  five  per  cent. 
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Question.  During  the  whole  time  that  she  might  remain  in  the  em- 
ployment of  the  government? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  paid  him  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  you  pay  him  ? 

Answer.  I  paid  him  as  fast  as  I  collected  the  money. 

Question.  How  much  was  she  chartered  to  the  government  for  ? 

Answer.    Forty  dollars  a  day. 

Question.  You  paying  the  expenses  ? 

Answer.  I  paid  the  crew. 

Question.  How  much  did  she  cost  to  run  her  per  day? 

Answer.  I  suppose  she  cost  about  $15,  and  more,  too,  may  be.  I 
don't  know  exactly. 

Question.  How  long  was  she  in  the  employ  of  the  government  after 
you  owned  her? 

Answer.  From  the  time  I  bought  her  until  last  month.  I  bought 
her  about  five  or  six  months  ago,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect.  I  sup- 
pose she  was  used  for  six  months  by  government — between  five  and 
six  months. 

Question.  She  cost  you  ^3, 000,  and  was  under  a  charter  yielding  you 
$40  a  day  for  six  months? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  in  the  six  months  she  yielded  you  over  $7,000  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not  made  any  calculation  of  what  she  made. 

Question.  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  the  steamboat  Balti* 
more? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  own  her  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  own  part  of  her. 

Question.  How  much  did  she  cost? 

Answer.  I  paid,  I  think,  $21,500. 

Question.  Was  she  in  the  employment  of  the  government  then? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  she  was. 

Question.  When  did  you  buy  her  ? 

Answer.  We  bought  her,  I  suppose,  about  five  months  ago.  I  am 
not  certain. 

Question.  Who  did  you  buy  her  of? 

Answer.  Of  Friend,  Rickett  &  Go. 

Question.  How  much  was  she  chartered  at  per  day  ? 

Answer.  At  $250  a  day. 

Question.  Who  were  the  owners  besides  you  ? 

Answer.  A  man  named  John  F.  Pickrell;  he  lives  in  Baltimore. 

Question.  Who  else  ? 

Answer.  A  man  named  McFarlane;  he  owns  one-fourth. 

Question.  Have  you  named  all  the  owners  of  the  steamer  Baltimore? 

Answer.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Bell  also. 
*    Question.  Is  McFarlane  one  of  the  clerks  of  Colonel  Belger  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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QnestioD.  Is  he  still  interested  in  the  boat  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  still  a  clerk  there  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  he  is  or  not. 

Question.  When  did  you  last  see  him  in  Colonel  Belger's  office? 

Answer.  He  has  been  out  of  Colonel  Belger's  office  for  some  six 
or  eight  weeks. 

Question.  Where  is  he  ? 

Answer.  At  the  Capitol,  I  believe — in  the  prison. 

Question.  Is  the  Baltimore  still  in  the  employment  of  the  govern- 
ment? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where? 

Answer.  She  runs  from  Baltimore  to  Beaufort. 

Question.  Do  you  own  the  steamboat  Edwin  Forrest  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  pay  for  her  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  she  cost  me  $5, 000— between  $4, 500  and  $5, 000. 

Question.  Is  she  still  in  the  employment  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  how  much  a  day  ? 

Answer.  At  $40  a  day. 

Question.  Do  you  own  the  Fairy  Queen? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  how  much  is  she  chartered  ? 

Answer.  At  $40  a  day. 

Question.  What  did  she  cost  ? 

Answer.  Between  $4,000  and  $4,500. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  Lioness? 

Answer.  She  belongs  to  me. 

Question.  What  did  she  cost  you  ? 

Answer.  I  think  she  cost  $5, 000. 

Question.  How  much  is  she  yielding  you  ? 

Answer.  She  gets  $45  a  day. 

Question.  The  James  Murray  ? 

Answer.  The  James  Murray  is  down  at  Hatteras  inlet.  I  paid 
$7,000  for  her.     I  own  three-fourths  of  her. 

Question.  Do  you  own  the  Telegraph  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  did  she  cost  you  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  what  she  cost  us.  I  think  she  stood  us,  by 
the  time  she  went  out,  $6,000;  I  am  not  sure  of  it.  That  is  as  near 
as  I  can  recollect. 

Question.  At  how  much  is  she  chartered  ? 

Answer.  She  pays  $125  a  day. 

Question.  How  much  does  it  cost  you  to  run  her? 

Answer.  She  costs  a  good  deal  to  run  her. 

Question.  How  much  were  you  worth  when  this  war  began,  or  one' 
year  ago? 
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Answer.  I  suppose  I  was  worth  about  from  $15,000  to  $20,000. 

Question.  In  what  did  you  have  it  invested  ? 

Answer.  I  dealt  in  horses. 

Question.  In  what  way  did  you  have  the  $15,000  that  you  were 
worth  invested  ? 

Answer.  I  had  A  good  deal  of  money. 

Question.  Where  did  you  keep  it — where  was  it  deposited  ? 

Answer.  I  kept  some  of  it  at  home,  and  some  of  it  in  bank. 

Question.  How  much  had  you  in  bank  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  indeed. 

Question.   Can  you  not  estimate  it  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  guess  how  much.  Sometimes  I  had  right  smart; 
at  other  times  not  so  much. 

Question.  Who  is  interested  in  these  tug- boats  with  you? 

Answer.  John  F.  Pickrell  is  interested  in  all  of  them. 

Question.  Who  else  is  interested  in  them  ? 

Answer.  The  James  Murray,  the  captain  owns  one-fourth  of  her. 

Question.  Is  anybody  else  interested  in  her  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  paying  Hall  five  per  cent,  on  the  earnings  of  all 
these  vessels  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Why  do  you  do  that  ? 

Answer.  The  boats  were  all  chartered  when  I  bought  them,^  and  he 
got  it  before,  and  that  was  his  contract. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  he  divides  his  per  cent,  with  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  idea? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  him  say? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  pay  or  give  any  present  or  sum  of  money 
to  any  person  who  was  in  the  employment  of  the  government,  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  him  to  aid  you  in  getting  a  charter  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  pay  any  money  or  make  any  present  to  any 
clerk  in  Major  Belger's  ofiSce? 

Answer.  No,  sir.     I  paid  one  for  the  use  of  his  money. 

Question.  Who  was  that  ? 

Answer.  McFarlane. 

Question.  How  much  money  did  you  use  of  his  ? 

Answer.  I  owed  him  one  week  $5,500.  I  had  the  money  off  and 
on.     I  borrowed  it  of  him. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  pay  him  ? 

Answer.  I  just  lumped  it. 

Question.  What  did  you  give  him  ? 

Answer.  I  gave  him  $225. 

Question.  Was  that  the  most  you  ever  paid  him  at  one  time  ? 

Answer.   That  was  all  I  ever  gave  him. 
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QaestioD.    When  did  you  first  know  McFarlane? 
Answer.   I  got  acquainted  with  him  at  the  office. 
Question.    How  long  had  he  been  in  Colonel  Belger's  office? 
Answer.    I  don' t  know. 
Question.    How  did  he  make  his  money? 
Answer.    I  don't  know. 
Question.    Where  does  he  belong? 

Answer.    I  don't  know.     I  believe  he  belonged  in  New  York. 
Question.   Who  brought  him  to  Baltimore  ? 
Answer.    I  don't  know,  indeed. 
Question.    Have  you  sold  any  horses  to  government? 
Answer.    No,  sir;  I  have  not.    I  sold  them  a  few  at  first,  in  the 
beginning. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  paid  any  sura  of  money  or  any  percentage 
to  any  other  person  than  Hall  ? 
Answer.    No,  sir. 

Question.    Have  you  ever  promised  to  do  so  ? 
Answer.    No,  sir. 

Question.    Do  you  consider  yourself  under  any  obligation,  moral  or 
otherwise,  to  do  so? 
Answer.   No,  sir. 

Question.   Has  Hall  ever  charged  you  more  than  five  per  cent.? 
Answer.    He  has  not. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  had  the  amounts  due  you  from  the  gov- 
ernment on  your  charter-parties  discounted  by  any  one  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  borrowed  money  and  I  gave  the  charter-par- 
ties for  security  at  the  Citizens'  Bank  of  Baltimore. 

Question.    Did  you  ever  borrow  any  money  of  Mr.  Hall? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.    Did  you  borrow  any  money  from  anybody  except  from 
the  Citizens'  Bank  of  Baltimore? 
Answer.    Yes,  sir. 
Question.   Who? 

Answer.  A  man  named  Solomon  Schwap  I  owe  $4,000  to;  to  a  man 
named  Spriggs  I  owe  $8,000.  I  borrowed  it  of  him ;  and  I  owe  about 
$60,000  now  in  the  Citizens'  Bank  of  Baltimore.  I  have  got  my 
charter-parties  all  there  for  securities  in  the  Citizens'  Bank  of  Balti- 
more. 

Question.    Do  you  know  of  tugs,  while  in  the  employment  of  the 
government,  being  used  to  tow  vessels  for  private  parties? 
Answer.    No,  sir. 

Question.    Have  you  any  real  estate  in  Baltimore  ? 
Answer.  I  bought  80  acres  of  land,  with  a  house,  &c.,  the  other  day, 
a  few  miles  from  Baltimore,  for  $15,000.     It  is  a  very  nice  place.     I 
have  also  three  houses  in  Baltimore.    I  have  had  them  for  a  long  time. 
Question.  (By  Mr.  Morrill.)  How  long  have  you  been  living  in  Bal- 
timore ? 

Answer.    Since  1851.     I  think  I  moved  there  then. 
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Question.    Had  you  any  acquaintance  with  commerce,  boats,  ships, 
or  anything  of  the  sort,  before  you  went  into  it  five  or  six  months  ago? 

Answer.    No,  sir;  the  man  who  is  in  it  with  me,  Mr.  Pickrell,  was 
acquainted  with  it. 

Question.    Were  you  in  company  with  him  ? 

Answer.    Yes,  sir. 

Question.  (By  the  chairman.)   Were  you  in  company  with  him  in 
the  horse  business? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  (By  Mr.  Morrill.)  You  formed  a  company  with  him  to  buy 
and  run  boats  ? 

Answer.   Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  your  purpose  to  buy  the  boats  in  order  to  charter 
them  to  the  government? 

Answer.  I  would  not  buy  any  boats  without  the  charter  was  already 
made. 

Question.    How  much  in  all  have  you  expended  for  boats  ? 

Answer.    I  have  not  made  any  estimate  at  all. 

Question.    Do  you  not  know? 

Answer.    No,  sir;  I  don't  know  how  much  I  have  invested  in  boats. 

Question.    Can  you  not  tell  pretty  nearly  ? 

Answer.    Well,  if  I  could  figure  it,  I  might. 

Question.  Have  you  never  figured  up  to  see  what  your  purchases 
were? 

Answer.    No,  sir. 

Question.    Who  keeps  the  accounts  of  your  concern  ? 

Answer.   We  have  a  clerk. 

Question.    You  have  no  idea  of  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  am  not  a  scholar.  I  can  neither  read  nor 
write.  I  can  write  my  own  name.  I  can  write  German  and  read, 
but  I  can't  English. 

Question.  Have  you  any  idea  whether  you  have  bought  $25,000, 
or  $50,000,  or  $75,000  worth? 

Answer.   Well,  I  suppose  the  amount  of  $50,000  or  $75,000  worth. 

Question.   Was  your  partner  a  man  of  means  ? 

Answer.  He  has  some  means. 

Question.  How  much  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  how  much. 

Question.  (By  the  chairman.)  What  business  had  he  been  engaged 
in  before  he  joined  you? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  I  believe  he  has  been  in  the  commission 
business. 

Question.   Did  you  know  him  well  previously  ? 

Answer.    I  had  a  recommendation  of  him. 

Question.  Who  recommended  him  to  you? 

Answer.  Well,  there  was  some  one;  I  don't  know  who  now — some 
friend  of  his. 

Question.  Was  he  a  friend  of  yours  ? 

Answer.  I  knew  the  man. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


172  TESTIMOKY. 

QnestioD.  You  merely  knew  him  ? 

Answer.  I  merely  knew  him. 

QueBtion.  So  you  formed  a  partnership  with  him  upon  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  money  did  he  put  into  the  concern;  do  you 
know? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  indeed  I  don't  The  way  we  do,  I  pay  him  so 
much  money  and  he  puts  the  balance  to  it. 

Question.  You  pay  who  so  much  money? 

Answer.  Pickrell.  I  sometimes  give  him  money.  I  pay  him  money 
and  he  disburses  it. 

Question.  (By  Mr.  Morrill.)  He  is  the  business  partner  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  whose  name  are  the  boats  held  ? 

Answer.  In  my  name. 

Question.  In  your  individual  name  or  yours  and  your  partner's? 

Answer.  My  name. 

Question.  What  is  that  for  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  had  the  most  means,  I  suppose;  I  had  the  most 
money. 

Question.  Had  he  any? 

Answer.  He  had  some  money;  I  don't  know  how  much. 

Question.  If  you  do  not  know  how  much  he  had,  how  do  you  know 
that  you  had  the  most? 

Answer.  He  told  me  I  had  the  most,  and  I  could  raise  money.  I 
could  raise  more  money  than  he  could;  I  had  better  credit.  I  could 
go  to  the  Citizens'  Bank  and  borrow.     I  had  once  owed  over  $100,000. 

Question.  What  security  did  you  give  ? 

Answer.  Sometimes  I  gave  them  all  these  papers  for  my  boats; 
that  is  all  the  security  I  ever  gave  them. 

Question.  ^Did  you  purchase  that  land  for  yourself  or  liim? 

Answer.  For  myself. 

Question.  (By  the  chairman.)  How  old  is  your  partner,  Mr.  Pick- 
reU? 

Answer.  I  don't  know;  about  forty. 

Question.  Did  he  come  from  New  York  to  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  used  to  live  in  Baltimore. 

Question.  Is  he  a  native  of  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  is  a  native  of  Georgetown.  I  don't  know  how 
long  he  has  lived  in  Baltimore. 

Question.  When  did  you  first  see  him  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  is  going  on  three  years  since. 

Question.  What  business  was  he  then  in  ? 

Answer.  In  the  commission  business. 

Question.  With  whom  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  He  used  to  keep  a  mill — a  flour-grinding 
mill.  I  have  always  had  pretty  good  credit.  I  lived  ten  years  in 
Ohio,  and  I  could  get  along  there.  I  was  an  honest  man.  An  honest 
man  can  get  along  almost  anywhere. 
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Question.  Can  you  not  recollect  the  man  who  recominended  you  to 
go  into  partnership  with  Mr.  Pickrell  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  , 

Question.  Have  you  no  idea  who  he  is  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  never  hear  how  much  money  he  was  worth? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  have  no  idea  how  much  he  put  into  the  concern  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  It  might  have  been  $5,000  or  $2,500? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Just  as  likely  to  be  one  as  the  other  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir.    I  know  he  had  some  money. 

Question.  Is  it  just  as  likely  that  he  put  $1,000  into  your  concern 
as  $50,000? 

Answer.  I  know  he  had  a  good  deal  more  than  $1,000. 

Question.  Will  you  please  to  answer  my  question  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  I  can  answer  your  question  or  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  anybody  else  chartering  any  vessels  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  of  any  other  man  chartering  vessels  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  any  more  were  chartered  in 
Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  know  of  none  being  chartered  in  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Has  the  government  employed  any  other  vessels  l^ut 
yours  at  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  sir;  I  never  inquired  much  into  this  busi- 
ness. 

Question.  You  never  have  heard  of  any  being  chartered  there  ex- 
cept yours  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Either  this  year  or  last  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  not 

Question.  Who  signed  these  charter-parties  of  yours  ? 

Answer.  Some  are  signed  by  Captain  Hodges,  of  New  York;  most 
of  them  are. 

Question.  Who  signed  the  others  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  there  is  one  or  two  signed  by  Colonel  Belger. 

Question.  Are  they  transferred  to  you  in  any  way  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  By  whom  ? 

Answer.  The  owners  who  owned  the  boats. 

Question.  How  much  money  did  you  pay  down  when  they  were 
transferred  ? 

Answer.  I  generally  tried  to  make  arrangements  to  pay  all  down. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  pay  to  Mr.  Hall  when  they  were 
transferred  ? 
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Answer.  I  did  not  pay  Mr.  Hall  anything. 

Question.  How  much  have  you  paid  Mr.  Hall  in  all? 

Answer.  I  don't  know;  I  can't  tell. 

Question.  What  is  your  idea  about  it  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell.     I  swear  I  can't  tell. 

Question.  Have  you  paid  him  $1,000? 

Answer.  0,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  paid  him  $2,000  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  sir,  indeed. 

Question.  Are  you  certain  you  paid  him  $1,000? 

Answer.  I  would  not  swear  for  certain. 

Question.  Are  you  certain  you  paid  him  anything  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  paid  him  five  per  cent,  upon  every  boat. 

Question.  Upon  the  gross  earnings  or  net  earnings  ? 

Answer.  I  get  so  much  for  the  boat  per  day,  and  I  pay  him  so 
much  on  what  I  get. 

Question.  Have  you  paid  anybody  else  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  not  paid  him  more  than  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Who  manages  the  boats?    Who  employs  the  men? 

Answer.  We  do. 

Question.  You  or  Mr.  Pickrell? 

Answer.  Sometimes  Pickrell  does,  sometimes  I  do,  but  he  does  the 
most. 

Question.  What  do  you  employ  yourself  about  ? 

Answer.  Well,  not  a  great  deal.     I  sit  there  in  the  office. 

Question.  What  office? 

Answer.  Our  office. 

Question.  Where? 

Answer.  At  Smith's  wharf. 

Question.  Do  you  keep  a  span  of  horses  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  kept  a  span  of  horses  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  keep  one  horse. 

Question.  What  have  you  principally  used  him  for  this  last  year  ? 

Answer.   0,  driving  about. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  put  him  under  the  control  of  any  man  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  held  him  subject  to  the  use  of  anybody  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  loaned  him,  sometimes,  to  my  friends. 

Question.  Who? 

Answer.  To  a  great  many  of  my  friends. 

Question.  To  any  person  in  the  employment  of  the  government? 

Answer.  Colonel  Belger  has  used  it  some. 

Question.  Much? 

Answer.  Right  smart. 

Question.  Did  you  keep  him  subject  to  Colonel  Belger' a  order? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
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Question.    Whenever  Colonel  Belger  wanted  a  horse  he  always 
could  get  him  of  you  ?  * 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  if  I  had  him  handy,  anybody  could  use  him. 
Question.  Could  toy  one  that  wanted  him  use  him  ? 
Answer.   Yes,  sir ;  any  of  my  friends.     Other  people  used  him 
more  than  I  did. 

Question.  Did  you  keep  a  horse  for  all  your  friends  ? 
Answer.  I  kept  him  for  myself,  but  they  came  and  asked  for  him. 
Question.  Did  you  not  keep  him  in  front  of  Colonel  Belger' s  office? 
Answer.  I  kept  him  right  smart  there. 
Question.  Subject  to  Colonel  Belger' s  order? 
Answer.  Whenever  he  wanted  him  he  took  him. 
Question.  And  whenever  he  wanted  it,  you  got  on  and  drove  off 
with  him  ? 
Answer.  Sometimes. 

Question.  Did  he  not  always  do  so?    Did  you  ever  refuse  him? 
Answer.  I  have.     I  have  not  used  my  horse  for  the  last  two  months. 
Question.  You  have  not  used  him  since  the  examination  began  to 
be  made  into  this  matter  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir;  I  sent  him  out  to  my  place. 
Question.  You  sent  him  out  when  the  War  Department  began  to 
investigate  affairs  up  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  about  two  months  ago  I  sent  him  out  to  my  farm. 
The  horse  was  sore,  and  wanted  rest. 

Question.    You  do  not  know  whether  anybody  else  has  paid  five 
per  cent.? 
Answer.  I  don't  know. 
Question.  It  is  generally  true,  though? 
Answer.  They  generally  charge  five  per  cent. 
Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  any  other  vessels  have  been 
chartered  there  or  not  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Either  by  Hall  or  Belger  ?  . 

Answer,  No,  sir.  ^?^^ 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  any  vessels  are  in  Baltimore 
harbor  or  not,  do  you  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  whether  there  are  any  vessels  in  the 
harbor  there  or  not? 

Answer.    I  see  some  vessels  lying  there,  but  I. don't  know  whose 
they  are,  or  what  vessels  they  are. 

Question.  Who  have  you  been  talking  to  in  regard  to  your  testi- 
mony here  ? 
Answer.  Nobody. 

Question.    Who  besides  Hall  told  you  what  you  should  swear  to 
when  you  came  before  this  committee  ? 
Answer.  Nobody  told  me. 

Question.    Do  you  say  you  never  had  any  conversation  with  Hall 
in  regard  to  your  testimony  before  this  committee  ? 
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Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  mentioned  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  never  had  any  conversation  with  Major  Belger 
in  regard  to  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  in  Major  Belger' s  office  a  week  ago  last  Sunday? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  swear  positively  that  you  were  not  in  hie  office 
or  house  a  week  ago  last  Sunday? 

Answer.  I  was  not,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  swear  that  you  did  not  go  to  Major  Beige r's 
office  to  ascertain  why  he  was  brought  down  here,  and  what  he  tes- 
tified to? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  didn't. 

Question.  Do  you  swear  positively  that  you  never  had  any  conver- 
sation at  all  in  regard  to  your  testimony  here  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  didn't. 

Question.  You  never  had  any  such  conversation  with  Mr.  Hall  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  come  down  here  from  Baltimore  with  Mr.  Hall? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Did  you  know  what  he  was  coming  for  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  know  what  you  were  coming  for  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Yet  you  never  exchanged  a  word  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  a  word. 

Question.  Then  how  did  you  know  what  he  was  coming  for? 

Answer.  Mr.  Hall  and  the  man  who  summoned  me  came  to  my  house 
last  night  together,  and  my  folks  told  me  Mr.  Hall  was  coming  here  ; 
and  that  Mr.  Hall  wanted  me  to  come  this  morning  at  eight  o'clock 

Question.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Hall  last  night  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  was  not  at  home.  He  and  the  officer  were 
there  last  night.  The  officer  did  not  know  where  I  lived.  I  was  not 
at  home. 

Question.  How  did  you  kno)v  Mr.  Hall  wanted  you  to  come  down 
at  eight  o'clock? 

Answer.  He  left  word  I  should  call  when  I  came  home.  When  I 
came  home  it  was  late.  This  morning  he  came  after  the  officer.  He 
asked  me  to  come  down  at  eight  o'  clock.  He  had  to  come  over  here 
at  ten,  and  by  the  time  he  came  over  here  I  would  be  done,  and  got 
through,  and  he  would  not  lose  any  time. 

Question.  You  came  down  together,  and  came  from  the  depot  to 
the  Capitol,  here,  without  exchanging  a  word  as  to  what  you  were  to 
swear  to  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  we  did  not. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  sworn  in  regard  to  these  transactions 
before  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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QuestioD.  Do  you  state  here  to-day,  on  your  oath,  that  you  have 
testified  here  to  just  what  you  testified  before  on  this  subject? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect. 

Question.  Are  these  vessels,  the  names  of  which  you  have  men- 
tioned, the  only  ones  in  which  you  are  interested — ^the  only  steam- 
boats you  have  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  Mr.  Pickrell  has  two  chartered — ^the  barge  Miss 
Mary  and  the  tog-boat  Lily. 

Question.  How  much  are  they  chartered  for  ? 

Answer.  The  barge  Miss  Mary  is  chartered  for  twenty-five  dollars 
a  day. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  she  chartered  ? 

Answer.  She  has  been  chartered,  I  suppose,  about  six  weeks. 

Question.  Where  is  she  used  ? 

Answer.  She  is  used  down  at  Fortress  Monroe. 

Question.  What  is  the  Lily  chartered  for  ? 

Answer.  Thirty-five  dollars. 

Question.  Where  is  she  used  ? 

Answer.  She  is  down  at  Fortress  Monroe. 

Question.  Who  chartered  them  ? 

Answer.  Colonel  Thomas,  at  Fortress  Monroe. 

Question.  Do  you  pay  five  per  cent,  on  them  to  Mr.  Hall  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  don't  pay  a  cent. 

Question.  To  whom  do  you  pay  the  five  per  cent,  on  them  ? 

Answer.  To  nobody. 

Question.  How  did  you  come  to  get  them  chartered  7 

Answer.  They  wanted  the  barge  for  a  hospital  boat,  and  for  pris- 
oners. 

Question.  Who  were  they  chartered  toT 

Answer.  They  were  chartered  to  Captain  Hunt. 

Question.  Did  you  employ  any  broker  to  charter  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  a  man  of  family  ? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  How  came  you  to  agree  to  pay  five  per  cent,  on  the 
earnings  of  your  vessels  to  Mr.  HjJI  ? 

Answer.  Well,  he  got  it  before  I  bought  them,  sir. 

Washikotok,  Saturday,  January  10,  1863. 
Chables  Goblenb,  recalled,  testified  further,  as  follows  : 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  Where  did  you  live  from  1839,  when  you  came  to  this 
country,  until  you  moved  to  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  I  lived  in  Ohio. 

Question.  Where  in  Ohio  ? 

Answer.  At  Marietta. 

Question.  In  what  business  were  you  there  engaged  ? 

Answer^  I  kept  a  store  there,  and  peddled,  and  I  bought  and  sold 
horses.  ^         I 
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Qaestion.  What  did  jou  peddle  ? 

Answer.  Notions  and  dry  goods. 

Question.  When  did  70a  move  to  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  In  1851. 

Question.  Do  you  now  say  you  were  at  Colonel  Belger's  office  a 
week  ago  last  Sunday  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  before  this  time  given  testimony  or  made  an 
affidavit  in  relation  to  these  transactions  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  swear  to  the  truth  then  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  as  near  as  I  knew  ;  as  near  as  I  could  recollect. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  had  any  government  contract  for  horses 
and  forage? 

Answer.  For  forage  I  did. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  sold  any  horses  to  any  government  eon- 
tractors  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  sold  any  to  government? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  at  the  first  commencement  I  sold  them  some 
horses. 

Question.  How  many  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  How  much  did  the  government  pay  you  for  them^ 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question .  Oan  you  tell  neither  the  number  you  sold  nor  the  amount 
paid? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  In  what  year  did  you  make  the  contract  ? 

Answer.  It  was  in  1861. 

Question.  In  what  part  of  1861  ? 

Answer.  In  May  or  June. 

Question.  Who  did  you  sell  them  to  ? 

Answer.  Colonel  Belger. 

Question.  Was  the  number  enough  to  mount  one  company,  or  a 
regiment? 

The  Witness.  Does  it  take  a  thousand  for  a  regiment? 

The  Chaibkan.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  No;  it  was  not  that  many. 

Question.  Was  it  fifty? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  five  hundred  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Four  hundred  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Three  hundred  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  can't  tell  you  how  many« 

Question*  For  what  price  did  you  sell  them  ? 

Answer.  From  one  hundred  and  fifteen  to  one  hundred  and  twenty* 
five  dollars. 
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Qnestion.  Yoa  did  not  sell  them  all  at  the  same  price  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Nor  at  the  same  time  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Where  did  yon  buy  them  ? 

Answer.  I  had  men  out  buying  through  the  country. 

Question.  How  much  forage  did  you  furnish  ? 

Answer.  I  don' t  know  how  much  I  furnished.     I  sold  them  hay,  and 
oats,  and  com. 

Question.  What  did  you  sell  the  hay  for  ? 

The  WiTKBBS.  From  the  first  beginning? 

The  Chairman.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  Seventeen  or  eighteen  dollars. 

Question.  What  at  the  close  ? 

Answer.  Twenty-five. 

Question.  Where  did  you  buy  the  hay? 

Answer.  Some  in  New  York  ;  some  at  Baltimore. 

Question.  What  did  you  pay? 

Answer.  I  have  forgotten  what  I  paid. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  you  paid  for  any  of  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Who  was  interested  with  you  in  the  hay? 

Answer.  John  F.  Pickrell. 

Question.  Who  in  the  oats? 

Answer.  John  F.  Pickrell. 

Question.  Who  in  the  horses  ? 

Answer.  Wheat  A  Scott,  horse-dealers. 

Question.  Was  anybody  else  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  pay  anybody  any  commission  for  securing  the 
contracts? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  make  any  one  any  present  to  secure  a  contract  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  make  any  one  a  present  to  secure  an  examination 
or  inspection  of  the  horses  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.     Do  you  mean  in  the  beginning  ? 

Question.  At  any  time.  Did  you  pay  anything  to  any  person  in 
the  employment  of  the  government  to  get  your  horses  to  pass  inspection? 

Answer.  I  will  tell  you  what  I  did.  Before  Colonel  Belger  com- 
menced buying  horses  his  inspector  came  to  me,  and  I  will  teU  you 
what  he  said.  I  bought  some  horses.  This  same  inspector  had 
bought  some  horses  in  Pennsylvania  ;  he  was  inspecting  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  Harrisburg  or  Lancaster,  I  don't  know  which  place,  and  he 
made  them  pay.  Well,  the  times  were  pretty  dull  with  u^  He  said, 
ylf  you  want  them  passed  you  have  got  to  pay  me  $2  50  a  head — 
if  you  want  to  do  the  business." 

Question.  Who  said  that  ? 

Answer.  The  inspector.  To  secure  the  trade  I  had  to  do  it.  Colonel 
Belger  bought  a  great  many  horses  of  individuals  at  that  time,  and 
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they  had  to  give  him  five  dollars  a  head.     That  is  about  all  the  com- 
mission  I  paid. 

Question.  You  say  you  used  to  keep  a  horse  in  Baltimore  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  For  the  use  of  your  friends  ? 

Answer.  For  myself  and  the  friends  that  wanted  him. 

Question.  You  sent  him  away  a  month  or  six  weeks  ago? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  two  months  ago. 

Question.  What  kind  of  a  horse  was  it  ? 

Answer.  A  sorrel  horse. 

Question.  What  kind  of  a  buggy  was  it  ? 

Answer.  A  top  buggy. 

Question.  Look  at  that  man  who  is  acting  as  reporter  at  that  table, 
and  tell  me  if  you  did  not  carry  him,  a  week  ago  last  Sunday,  from 
Major  Belger's  office  to  the  depot  in  Baltimore  behind  that  same  horse 
that  you  swear  you  sent  away  two  months  ago. 

Answer.  I  recollect  the  gentleman.  I  saw  him  in  Baltimore,  but 
that  was  not  my  horse  ;  it  was  Mr.  Hall's  horse.  It  was  a  gray 
horse  in  a  top  buggy. 

Question.  How  came  you  to  drive  it? 

Answer.  I  drive  it  very  often.  It  was  not  me  that  took  him  down. 
I  think  I  took  him  down  two  or  three  months  ago. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  make  any  present  to  Colonel  Belger  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  swear  that  you  did  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  give  him  a  pair  of  epaulets  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  but  I  did  not  give  them  to  him  for  a  present. 
He  had  another  pair,  an  old  pair,  and  he  gave  me  them,  and  he  said 
whatever  they  fell  short  he  would  make  good. 

Question.  Have  you  not  sworn  that  you  made  him  a  present  of  a 
pair  of  epaulets  ? 

Answer.  I  swore  I  gave  him  a  pair.  I  offered  him  a  pair,  and  he 
said  he  would  not  take  them  without  I  took  the  old  ones,  and  what- 
ever they  fell  short  he  would  make  up  to  me. 

Question.  Has  he  made  that  up  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not  sold  them  yet. 

Question.  Are  you  going  to  sell  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  are  they  worth  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  How  much  were  those  worth  that  you  gave  him  ? 

Answer.  Sixty  dollars. 

Question.  Do  you  deal  in  second-hand  clothing? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  deal  in  second-hand  cast-off  epaulets  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  make  such  a  transaction  before  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  pay  Colonel  Belger  any  money?       t 
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Answer.  No,  sir.     I  bought  some  clothes  for  him. 

Question.  What  kind  of  clothes? 

Answer.  Good  clothes.  He  had  some  clothes  that  did  not  fit  him. 
I  had  some  of  them  fitted  for  me. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  with  them  ? 

Answer.  I  took  them  homid  and  wore  them. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  pay  him  any  money  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  paid  Colonel  Belger's  bills  for  him? 

Answer.  Only  one. 

Question.  How  much  was  that  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  forty  dollars. 

Question.  How  came  you  to  do  that? 

Answer.  He  told  me  I  should  pay  it,  and  he  would  refund  the 
money  to  me  at  the  end  of  the  month  or  the  beginning  of  the  next 
month. 

Question.  You  say  that  when  you  gave  your  testimony  before  you 
stated  the  truth.  I  hold  in  my  hand  your  affidavit  made  before  this 
examination  in  which  you  stated  that  you  had  paid  Major  Belger, 
directly  or  indirectly,  about  six  or  seven  hundred  dollars. 

Answer.  For  clothes. 

Question.  You  have  paid  him  in  clothes  ? 

Answer.  For  clothing  I  have  paid  him  the  money. 

Question.  Which  you  have  bought  of  him?  Are  those  clothes  he 
once  wore  ? 

Answer.  Some  he  never  wore.  They  did  not  fit  him  and  he  did 
not  like  them.     Some  he  never  wore. 

Question.  What  is  the  value  of  those  clothes  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  What  do  you  estimate  them  at? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  What  do  you  suppose  they  cost  him  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Have  you  any  idea  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  happens  it  that  you  are  buying  six  or  seven  hun- 
dred dollars'  worth  of  clothing  of  Colonel  Belger  when  you  do  not 
know  anything  about  their  value  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not  bought  them  at  once.  I  did  not  buy  them  all 
at  one  time. 

Question.  But  you  have  bought  six  or  seven  hundred  dollars'  worth 
of  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  anything  of  their  value  ? 

Answer.  Some  were  very  good,  some  were  not.  Some  were  as 
good  clothes  as  I  ever  wore  in  my  life. 

Question.  Has  he  ever  sold  clothes  to  anybody  else  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Where  did  he  get  those  clothes  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  ^         , 
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QnestioD.  Were  they  presents  to  him  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  How  did  ifc  happen  that  you  always  could  get  access  to 
Colonel  Belger's  office  ? 

Answer.  Well,  Colonel  Belger  has  used  my  buggy  right  smart. 
Once  his  feet  were  sore  and  he  could  hardly  walk.  I  was  not  going 
to  stand  out  doors  when  he  wanted  my  buggy  and  senrices  to  wait  all 
day.     If  he  wanted  me  he  must  let  me  come  in  and  let  me  be  in. 

Question.  By  furnishing  your  horse  and  buggy  to  Colonel  Belger 
you  secured  admission  to  his  office  at  any  time  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  other  people  were  excluded? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  way  I  got  my  admittance.  I  don't 
know  anything  about  other  people. 

Question.  When  he  rode  in  your  buggyyou  were  generally  driver? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  most  of  the  time. 

Question.  The  reason  you  submitted  to  this — ^the  reason  you  acted 
as  his  driver  and  furnished  his  team  was  to  secure  admission  to  his 
office? 

Answer.  Yes,  sin 

Question.  In  that  way  you  secured  yourself  in  getting  contracts  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  could  always  have  a  chance  to  talk  to  him  and  do 
your  business  with  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  no  more  than  anybody  else  in  his  office. 

Question.  What  advantage  was  it  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Because  I  could  go  in  and  see  him  and  take  him  out. 

Question.  What  advantage  was  that? 

Answer.  It  was  not  a  great  deal;  I  never  would  do  it  again. 

Question.  Was  your  horse  generally  at  the  door  of  Colonel  Belger? 

Answer.  Not  generally;  he  was  there  most  of  the  time  though. 

Question.  You  were  generally  about  yourself,  also,  were  you  not? 

Answer.  If  I  had  nothing  to  do  at  home  I  was. 

Question.  You  were  generally  inside,  except  when  you  drove  Col- 
onel Belger  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not  always  inside. 

Question.  But  most  of  the  time  ? 

Answer.  I  was  there  very  often. 

Question.  You  did  that  for  the  sake  of  getting  to  talk  to  Colonel 
Belger  and  his  clerks  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  could  not  talk  to  them  much. 

Question.  You  had  some  purpose  ? 

Answer.  I  wanted  to  go  in  and  see  him  sometimes. 

Question.  That  was  the  reason  you  kept  that  buggy  there  and  car- 
ried him  out? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  that  your  enjoying  this  privilege  made 
the  other  contractors  a  little  jealous  of  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  there  is  where  the  whole  thing  was;  that  was 
what  made  jealousy.  ^  , 
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Qaestion.  Yoa  did  this  to  enable  yoa  to  make  bargains  and  con- 
tracts with  Colonel  Belger  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qnestion.  And  he  tolerated  70a,  or  allowed  it,  because  of  your 
furnishing  these  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  permitted  me  in  his  room  or  office. 

Question.  Who  did  you  purchase  the  Baltimore  of  7 

Answer.  Friend,  Bickett  &  Go. 

Question.  For  how  much  7 

Answer.  I  think  she  was  $21,500,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect. 

Question.  What  did  you  charter  her  for  7 

Answer.  She  was  chartered. 

Question.  At  what  rate  7 

Answer.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a  day. 

Question.  Who,  besides  you,  are  now  interested  in  her  7 

Answer.  W.  W.  McFarlane  owns  one-fourth  of  her. 

Question.  Was  he  the  clerk  of  Colonel  Belger  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  A  man  named  Bell,  at  Fortress  Monroe,  owns 
one-fifth  of  her;  I  and  John  F.  Pickrell  own  the  other  part 

Question.  Is  the  title  in  McFarlane  or  in  his  wife  7 

Answer.  In  his  wife. 

Question.  Why  is  that  7 

Answer.  I  don't  know  indeed^ 

Question.  Do  you  know  Bell  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  you  get  acquainted  with  him  7 

Answer.  Down  at  Fortress  Monroe. 

Question.  Did  you  get  acquainted  with  him  before  you  bought  the 
Baltimore  7 

Answer.  Yes;  long  before. 

Question.  How  came  he  to  be  interested  id  her  7 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Captain  Hunt  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  come  to  you  and  ask  you  to  let  Bell  in7 

Answer.  Captain  Hunt  came  to  me;  I  wanted  to  buy  the  boat 
about  a  month  before,  but  was  afraid;  Captain  Hunt  is  a  very  good 
judge  of  a  boat.  I  saw  him  in  Baltimore  and  asked  him  about  the  Bal- 
timore; I  asked  him  what  kind  of  a  boat  she  was.  He  said,  "She  is  a 
very  good  boat,  and  if  you  buy  her  I  will  find  a  man  will  take  one- 
fifth  in  her."  I  asked,  **  What  price?"  He  stated  the  price,  and  I 
bought  her  for  $500  less.  When  we  bought  her  we  gave  $29,500  for 
her,  I  believe,  but  there  was  one  month's  charter  due  to  her. 

Question.  So  that  she  cost  you  $21,0007 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  would  be  $21,500. 

Question.  Has  Bell  ever  paid  you  for  his  interest  7 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Bell,  then,  owns  one-fifth,  and  he  has  never  paid  any- 
thing? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
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Question.  Hae  he  any  writing  to  show  that  he  owns  one-fifth  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  deliver  that  to  Bell  or  Hunt  ? 

Answer.  I  sent  it  to  Bell;  he  wrote  to  me  that  I  should  send  the 
bill  of  sale  down,  and  he  would  send  me  up  the  money;  I  did  so,  bnt 
I  never  got  the  money. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  this  ? 

Answer.  It  was  a  few  weeks  after  I  bought  her. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  known  Bell  ? 

Answer.  It  is  going  on  two  years. 

Question.  Where  did  you  first  know  him  ? 

Answer.  Down  at  Fortress  Monroe. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  known  Hunt? 

Answer.  About  the  same  time. 

Question.  Is  Hunt  an  employ^  of  the  government? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  he  is  employed  by  the  government 
or  not.  He  is  in  the  same  kind  of  business  that  Mr.  Hall  does;  he 
attends  to  the  boats  down  there. 

Question.  Does  he  charter  boata  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  he  does  or  not. 

Question.  Does  he  get  a  percentage  on  the  charters  of  vessels  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  That  is  the  business  Mr.  Hall  does,  is  it  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Does  not  Hunt  do  the  same  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  he  gets  a  commission  or  not;  he 
attends  to  the  boats. 

Question.  Does  he  buy  boats,  or  get  conunissions  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Then  he  does  not  do  the  same  kind  of  business  that  Hall 
does? 

Answer.  He  orders  them  about,  and  sees  where  they  will  be  wanted; 
that  is  all  I  know  about  it;  I  have  heard  him  order  them. 

Question.  Has  not  the  Baltimore  paid  for  herself  by  this  time  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Question.  There  is  really  nothing  due  from  Bell,  then? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  there  is  or  not. 

Question.  Is  not  his  proportion  paid  for  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Paid  for  by  the  proceeds  of  the  charter-party  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  if  I  had  known  he  would  not  send  me  the  money, 
I  would  not  have  sent  him  the  bill  of  sale  down. 

Question.  Is  Hunt  harbor-master  down  there  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  make  him  any  presents  7 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  What? 

Answer.  •I  don't  know  whether  you  would  call  it  a  present. 

Question.  Did  you  give  him  two  horses  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.     Let  mfi  explain.     He  wrote  to  me  fimt  that  I 
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shoald  send  him  a  family  horse,  and  I  sent  him  one.  Well,  after  he 
had  had  that  horse  a  while,  he  said  I  should  send  him  a  match  to  him. 
But  the  second  horse  I  did  not  intend  to  give  him  at  all,  and  I  don't 
know  yet  whether  I  will  or  not.  I  have  not  received  anything  for 
him,  and  he  didn't  say  anything  about  him  at  all  since. 

Question.  How  came  McFarlane  to  be  interested  in  the  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  McFarlane  told  me  if  he  could  get  hold  of  the  boat 
he  would  take  an  interest  in  her. 

Question.  Was  he  then  a  clerk  of  Colonel  Belger  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  ever  pay  for  his  interest? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  it  amount  to  ? 

Answer.  Five  thousand  and  odd  dollars.  He  gave  me  a  certificate 
of  deposit  on  Robert  Turner  for  the  balance  of  the  money. 

Question.  Have  you  said  anything  about  the  tug-boat  Cecil  7 

Answer.  No,  sir;  she  is  sunk;  she  is  out  of  service.  She  cost  us 
$10,000  or  $11,000  to  repair  her.  They  sunk  her  down  between 
Fortress  Monroe  and  Norfolk. 

Question.  Do  you  know  George  M.  Lamb  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  a  clerk  of  Colonel  Belger  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    He  is  now  over  at  the  Old  Capitol,  (prison.) 

Question.  What  presents  have  you  made  to  him  7 

Answer.  I  suppose  I  made  presents  to  him  to  the  amount  of  be- 
tween two  and  three  hundred  dollars. 

Question.  You  gave  it  to  him  because  you  thought  it  would  be  of 
advantage  to  you  in  the  transaction  of  your  business  7 

Answer.  I  gave  it  to  him  so  I  could  get  my  contracts  filled  up 
rapidly;  because  Colonel  Belger  took  off  $800  on  164  tons  of  hay 
which  he  would  not  take  when  I  was  ready  to  deliver  it,  but  he  took 
it  when  hay  got  up  to  $25  a  ton,  and  I  thought  if  this  thing  should 
hang  in  that  way  it  woidd  not  do. 

Question.  You  got  that  fixed  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  contract. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Alexander  H.  Miller  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  pay  him  anything  7 

Answer.  I  gave  him  a  suit  of  clothes;  that  I  did  as  a  charitable  act. 
He  never  did  anything  for  me  whatever. 

Question.  How  much- did  you  pay  McFarlane  7 

Answer.  Two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars. 

Question.  That  was  for  his  assistance  rendered  to  you  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  while  he  was  in  Colonel  Belger's  office  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  man  named  Wm.  T.  Bixler  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  present  did  you  give  him  7 

Answer.  A  suit  of  clothes. 
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Question.  Anything  else  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  agreed  to  give  him  anything  else  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  man  named  Joseph  Shane  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  office  did  he  hold  ? 

Answer.  He  used  to  sign  the  checks — to  fill  up  the  checks. 

Question.  He  was  paying  clerk  in  Colonel  Belger's  office  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  presents  did  yon  make  to  him  ? 

Answer.  About  forty  dollars — ^it  was  ten  dollars  each  time — ^thirty 
or  forty  dollars.  He  is  a  very  poor  man.  I  did  it  more  for  charity 
than  anything  else. 

Question.  In  your  deposition  you  swear  that  you  did  it  partly  for 
charity  and  partly  to  facilitate  making  your  checks — ^is  that  true  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  a  com  contract  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Was  it  condemned  corn  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  buy  condemned  corn. 

Question.  Was  it  not  condemned? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  my  corn  I  offered  to  Oolonel  Belger.  I  never 
offered  him  any  condemned  corn. 

Question.  Were  you  not  interested  in  a  contract  that  Pickrell  en- 
tered into  with  Colonel  Bucker  for  condemned  com  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  not  condemned  ? 

Answer.  Four  or  six  car-loads  were  condemned. 

Question.  Was  that  sent  back  to  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  A  long  time  afterwards  it  was.  It  was  not  worth  hardly 
anything  when  it  came  back.    The  com  was  gone  a  good  long  time. 

Question.  Did  you  enter  into  a  contract  with  certain  other  gentle- 
men, or  did  you  meet  certain  gentlemen  in  a  hotel  in  Baltimore  when 
a  contract  was  given  out? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quegtion.  Who  were  the  gentlemen  you  met  there  ? 

Answer.  A  good  many. 

Question.  Name  them. 

Answer.  I  can't  name  them  all.  There  was  Mr.  Robert  Turner,  a 
man  named  Moore  ;  Mr.  Walcott,  he  was  Secretary  ;  a  man  named 
Phillips,  of  Baltimore. 

Question.  And  a  man  named  Fuller  ?  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  a  Mr.  Grover? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  Lane  and  Kidder? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  came  you  to  go  ? 

Answer.  I  was  with  the  contractors. 
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Question.  Did  Colonel  Belger  recommend  you  to  go  7 

Answer.  Colonel  Belger  told  me  there  was  going  to  be  big  con- 
tracts given  out,  and  there  was  a  meeting  at  such  a  place. 

Question.  He  advised  you  to  go  down  and  attend  it  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  was  invited  by  the  others,  too.  He  did  not 
invite  me.  He  said  there  was  the  contract  to  be  given  out,  and  we 
were  to  sign  a  bond. 

Question.  Did  not  Colonel  Belger  invite  you  to  go  there  7 

Answer.  He  asked  me  to  go  there.  I  did  not  need  much  invita- 
tion.     I  wanted  to  go  myself, 

Question.  You  have  furnished  a  good  many  horses,  have  you  not  7 

Answer.  Not  so  overly  many.  I  did  not  furnish  a  great  many 
horses.     I  quit  the  horses  directly. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  refunded  any  money  to  the  government 
that  you  received  improperly  on  your  horse  contracts  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  refunded  $1,500. 

Question.  Was  that  the  whole  amount  that  you  had  improperly  re- 
ceived 7 

Answer.  I  donH  think  I  received  that  improperly.  They  made  me 
give  it  up. 

Question.  Did  you  not  swear  that  you  received  it  corruptly  and 
improperly  7 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  swore  that  if  the  government  wanted  it — if  they 
thought  I  was  not  to  hav^  this  money — ^they  could  have  it.  ^  If  the 
government  wanted  the  money,  I  would  refund  it,  but  I  did  not  think 
it  was  done  legally. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  man  named  Lee  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  his  Christian  name  7 

Answer.  Sam  Lee.     That's  the  very  rascal  that  done  it. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him  before  Colonel 
Belger  commenced  buying  horses  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  7 

Answer.  He  came  to  me  and  said,  **  There  is  a  great  many  horses 
to  be  wanted  here."  He  was  the  agent  of  the  government.  He  was 
the  inspector.  He  said,  **  I  charge  individuals  $5,  but  I  will  let  you 
dealers  off  at  $2  60."  I  thought  if  we  wanted  to  trade,  we  had  to  do 
it  to  secure  the  trade. 

Question.  So  you  and  Lee,  the  inspector,  made  $5  on  each  horse  7 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  paid  him  $2  50  for  what  I  sold.  Others,  indi- 
viduals, paid  from  $2  50  to  $5.  For  individuals  he  charged  $5.  It 
was  an  open  order,  and  Colonel  Belger  bought  a  good  many  of  pri- 
vate people.  Lee  charged  them  all  $5  a  head.  He  let  me  off  for 
$2  50.  If  you  had  brought  a  horse  there  to  sell,  he  would  have 
charged  you  $5;  me  he  charged  $2  50.  That  is  the  whole  secret  of 
it.     He  charged  that  for  inspecting. 

Question.  Where  is  Lee  7 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Who  employed  him  7 

Answer.  I  don't  know.     He  had  a  recommendation  from  Oeneral 
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Banks,  I  think,  when  he  went  over  to  Pennsylvania.  I  am  not  snre  of 
that. 

Question.  By  whom  was  he  employed  in  Baltimore  as  inspector  ? 

Answer.  Colonel  Belger  had  him  to  inspect  the  horses.  He  em- 
ployed him. 

Question.  Did  the  colonel  know  that  he  was  taking  that  five  dollars? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  as  soon  as  the  colonel  found  it  out  he  made  him 
leave.  He  marched  him  pretty  soon.  That  is  all  the  horse  business 
I  did  for  the  government.     I  am  sorry  I  did  that. 

Question.  Was  there  not  an  arrangement  between  you  and  Lee  by 
which  Lee  should  inspect  the  horses  that  you  brought  to  him,  whether 
they  were  worth  the  amount  or  not? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  not  on  a  former  occasion  testified  that  Lee 
passed  horses  for  you  as  being  worth  $120,  when  in  reality  they  were 
only  worth  $60  or  $80? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  did  not  do  that. 

Question.  Did  you  not  swear  to  that  before  ? 

Answer.  I  had  one  horse,  I  believe,  that  cost  $60,  and  some  $75  or 
$80;  but  sometimes  we  buy  a  horse  for  $60  that  is  worth  as  much  as 
one  we  pay  $125  for.     I  don't  know  what  they  were  worth. 

Question.  Did  not  Lee  pass  horses  for  you,  and  certify  for  you  that 
you  were  entitled  to  $120  per  horse  for  horses  that  were  really  worth 
only  $60  or  $80? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  not  so  sworn  before  ? 

Answer.  I  had  horses  that  cost  me  $60  to  $80,  and  they  passed; 
they  were  sound,  good  horses;  but  Lee  did  not  know  what  they  cost. 

Question.  You  received  from  government,  through  Lee's  inspec- 
tion, $120  per  head  for  those  horses? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  had  some  I  paid  $125  fon  Some  I  paid  $80 
for  were  just  as  good. 

Question.  Have  you  been  able  to  refresh  your  recollection  as  to  the 
amount  of  money  that  Mr.  Pickrell  put  into  your  partnership  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Oan  you  not  remember  how  much  he  put  in  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Can  you  not  recollect  who  recommended  that  you  should 
take  him  in  as  a  partner  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  [I  think  Colonel  Belger  introduced  me  to  him.]* 

Question.  You  cannot  remember  the  first  conversation  you  ever 
had  with  him  in  regard  to  his  becoming  a  partner  of  yours  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  cannot  remember  the  exact  time  that  you  formed 
the  partnership? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  cannot. 

Question.  You  cannot  remember  the  money  you  yourself  put  into 
the  concern? 

^  The  words  in  brackets  were  added  subfieqaeQUjr— -Febmary  i^-^by  the  wltnees,  upoo  big 
testimony  being  read  oyer  to  htm.  r^^^^^T^ 

.digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TESTIVOHT.  189 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  can't  say.  I  know  Colonel  Belger  owed  me 
$18,000  when  I  went  in  there  for  horses — when  I  formed  the  part- 
nership with  Pickrell. 

Question.  How  mnch  did  yon  owe  ? 

Answer.  I  didn't  owe  a  great  deal. 

Question.  State  how  much. 

Answer.  I  can't  recollect. 

Question.  Did  you  owe  $10,000? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  swear  positively  that  Pickrell  is  your  general 
partner  in  these  transactions  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  he  is  entitled  to  one-half  of  all  the  profits  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  of  what  is  between  him  and  me  in  these  vessels. 

Question.  And  that  he  is  liable  for  one  half  of  all  the  losses? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Pickrell  admits  this  or  not? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  happens  it  that  the  business  is  done  in  your  name  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  I  wanted  it.  I  don't  know  how.  I  had 
more  facilities  to  raise  money  than  he  had — to  make  the  story  short. 

Question.  Is  that  the  only  reason  why  the  business  is  transacted  in 
the  name  of  Charles  Coblens  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so.     I  don't  know  any  other  reason. 

Question.  Is  it  generally  understood  in  Baltimore  that  he  is  your 
partner? 

Answer.  It  is.     I  think  it  is. 

Question.  Does  he  admit  that  he  is  your  partner  ? 

Answer.   Certainly. 

Question.  Does  he  claim  to  be  such  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  he  claims  it  or  not,  but  he  admits  it. 

Question.     Does  he  sign  contracts  in  your  name  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  can't  sign  my  name.  Each  one  signs  his  own 
name. 

Question.  If  you  and  your  partner  are  doing  business  in  the  name 
of  Charles  Coblens,  why  is  he  not  allowed  to  transact  business  in  the 
name  of  the  firm  ? 

Answer.  We  never  allow  anybody  to  sign  another's  name. 

Question.  Suppose  there  is  a  transaction  to  be  reduced  to  writing 
in  connexion  with  one  of  these  vessels  in  which  you  are  jointly  in- 
terested, whose  name  would  he  sign  ? 

Answer.  He  can't  sign  my  name.  He  has  got  to  sign  his  own 
name. 

Question.  What  validity  would  there  be  in  his  signing  his  name  to 
a  transaction  in  which  you  are  interested  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  I  never  allow  anybody  to  sign  my  name. 
I  always  do  that  paf t  myself. 

Question.  Has  he  ever  charged  you  any  commissions  for  doing 
business  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
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Question.  Have  you  ever  paid  Mr.  Pickrell  any  compensation  what- 
ever for  transacting  any  of  yonr  business  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir* 

Question.  Have  you  ever  paid  him  any  sum  of  money  ? 

Answer.  Himself — ^no,  sir. 

Question.  In  no  way? 

Answer.  I  paid  his  wife  money  once. 

Question.  What  did  you  pay  her  money  for  ? 

Answer.  She  wanted  it. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  pay  her? 

Answer.  I  forget  how  much;  not  much.  It  was  for  a  present* 
Some  presents,  I  believe,  for  New  Year's  or  a  Christmas  gift. 

Question.  Was  it  $50? 

Answer.  I  forget  how  much  it  was. 

Question.  Was  it  $100? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so.  I  don't  know  how  much.  It  was  just 
merelv  for  a  present 

Question.  Was  it  $500? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  $400? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  $300? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  $200? 

Answer.  It  was  not  over  $200.     I  don't  know  whether  it  was  two. 

Question.  You  think  it  was  about  $200  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  money  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  my  check. 

Question.  You  gave  her  $200  for  a  Ohristmas  present  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  the  Ohristmas  of  1862  or  1861  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not  this  last  Christmas. 

Question.  You  djd  not  make  her  any  present  this  last  Christmas? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  make  Pickrell  any  presents? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  pay  him  anything,  directly  or  indirectly? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  promise  to  pay  him  anything  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  yourself  under  any  obligation  to  pay 
him  anything  ? 

Answer.  No  more  than  the  interest  in  the  business. 

Question.  Where  is  Mr.  Pickrell  ? 

Answer.  In  Baltimore,  I  guess.  I  have  not  seen  him  since  yester- 
day morning. 

Question.  How  came  you  to  buy  the  steamer  Cecil  ? 

Answer.  A  man  wanted  to  sell  her. 

Question.  Was  that  the  only  reason  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  man  wanted  to  sell  her. 

Question.  Did  you  not  want  to  buy  her  cJso  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  70a  buy  her  at  your  own  instance? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  anybody  recommend  her  to  you? 

Answer.  Mr.  Pickrell  did. 

Question.  Did  anybody  else  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Hall  brought  the  subject  up. 

Question.  Did  anybody  else  propose  to  yon  to  buy  her  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Hall  about 
buying  her  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  I  did.  If  I  did,  it  was  a  day  or 
two  before  I  bought  her. 

Question.  Did  not  Mr.  Hall  threaten  to  discharge  your  charter- 
parties  unless  you  bought  her  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  swear  positively  to  that? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Hall  about 
buying  the  Cecil? 

Answer.  Not  as  I  recollect,  until  we  bought  her. 

Question.  Did  you  pay  him  any  percentage  upon  buying  her  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  a  cent. 

Question.  Who  did  you  buy  her  of? 

Answer.  I  think  his  name  was  Bice. 

Question.  What  did  you  pay  for  her  ? 

Answer.  Five  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  When  did  you  bu^  her  ? 

Answer.  It  has  been  some  time.  I  suppose  it  has  been  about  five 
months. 

Question.  What  has  she  been  employed  in  ? 

Answer.  She  has  been  out  of  service  about  two  months. 

Question.  What  was  she  in  before  ? 

Answer.  She  was  at  Fortress  Monroe,  employed  in  carrying 
prisoners. 

Question.  What  sum  was  she  chartered  at? 

Answer.  Eighty  dollars. 

Question.  How  came  you  to  think  of  buying  her? 

Answer.  I  bought  her  as  a  speculation.  I  bought  her  on  recom- 
mendation. 

Question.  You  never  had  seen  her? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Who  suggested  the  propriety  of  buying  her  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  Mr.  Hall. 

Question.  Did  not  Mr.  Hall  persuade  you  that  it  was  your  interest 
to  buy  her? 

Answer.  I  don't  believe  he  did.     He  asked  me  to  buy  her. 
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Question.  He  convinced  you  that  it  was  your  interest  to  buy  her, 
or  else  you  would  not  have  bought  her  ? 

Answer.  No;  I  convinced  myself. 

Question.  You  knew  nothing  of  her  value  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  judged  of  the  value  of  the  vessel  from  HalF  s  reports  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Exclusively? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  how  old  she  was  7 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  I  asked  him  or  not.  / 

Question.  How  much  did  you  pay  Hall  as  his  commission  ? 

Answer.  Not  a  cent. 

Question.  How  came  he  to  be  so  interested  in  selling  her  7 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Did  any  part  of  the  purchase*money  go  to  him  7 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  paid  all  to  Bice. 

Question.  Did  not  Hall  tell  you  that  he  got  part  7 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.   Did  not  Bice  7 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  talk  with  anybody  else  except  Hall  «about 
her  before  you  bought  her  7 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  were  at  Baltimore  and  she  was  at  Fortress  Monroe 
when  she  was  bought  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  had  seen  her,  and  did  not  know  her  age  7 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Nor  her  size  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  we  knew  her  tonnage. 

Question.  How  7 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Hall's  recommendation.     I  forget  what  it  was. 

Question.  What  is  her  length  7 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  How  many  boilers  has  she  7 

Answer.  Only  one. 

Question.  What  is  her  width  7 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  How  is  she  finished  o£f7 

Answer.  She  is  finished  off  now  in  style.     She  is  new  now. 

Question.  Have  you  been  repairing  her  7 

Answer.  She  cost  about  $11,000.    They  sunk  her  down  there  one 
day.     They  sent  her  out  with  a  heavy  load. 

Question.   You  had  such  confidence  in  Hall  that  you  took  her  on 
his  recommendation  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  know  anything  about  her  7 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  agree  to  pay  the  owners  7 
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Answer.  Five  thousand  dollars. 

Qaestion.  Where  was  the  owner  ? 

Answer.  He  was  in  Baltimore. 

Question.  Did  you  make  the  contract  with  Rice  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  we  did  make  it  with  him. 

Question.  Where  did  you  make  it? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  at  Mr.  Hall's  office,  if  I  am  not  mi'stakem^ 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Rice  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  was. 

Question.  Are  you  certain  of  that  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Are  you  willing  to  swear  that  Rice  was  there  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  would  not  be  willing  to  swear  positively.  He 
might  not  have  been  at  Mr.  Hall's  office  when  I  bought  her. 

Question.  Are  you  willing  to  swear  that  you  ever  had  any  conver- 
sation with  Rice  in  regard  to  her  ? 

Answer.  I  had  all  the  conversation  I  had  with  him. 

Question.  What  was  your  conversation  with  him  ? 

Answer.  All  the  conversation  I  had  with  him  was,  I  paid  him  the 
money. 

Question.  Did  you  pay  Rice  the  money  ? 

Ansvwr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  that  was  after  the  contract  w^as  made  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  after  the  papers  had  been  executed? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  after  the  vessel  had  been  delivered  to  you? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  didn't  deliver  her  to  me  until  I  paid  for  her. 

Question.  You  never  talked  with  Rice,  or  had  any  conversation 
with  him  until  after  the  papers  had  been  made  out? 

Answer.   No,  sir;  Mr.  Pickrell  did  the  talkin:^  to  him. 

Question.  Then  you  did  not  have  any  conversation  with  him  at  all? 

Answer.   No,  sir. 

Question.  At  the  time  you  paid  the  money  Pickrell  did  the  talking  ? 

Answer.  I  paid  the  money  myself. 

Question.  Did  you  go  with  Pickrell  ? 

Answer.  Yea,  sir. 

Question.  Was  Hall  with  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  paid  him  the  money  at  another  place. 

Question.   How  did  you  pay  it  ? 

Answer.   I  think  I  gave  him  a  check  for  $5,000. 

Question.  Are  you  willing  to  swear  that  the  check  was  for  $ffjO00T 

Answer.  I  am  willing  to  swear  that  I  paid  him  for  the  Cecil, 
whether  it  was  a  check  or  money. 

Question.  I  want  to  know  the  amount. 

Answer.  That  I  can't  say.  I  paid  him  $5,000.  Whether  I  paid 
the  whole  in  a  check  or  not  I  can' t  swear. 

Qaestion.  Did  yoa  make  more  than  one  payment  ? 

Answer.  I  made  only  one  payment. 
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Question.  If  you  did  not  pay  him  $5,000  at  that  time  there  is 
something  due  yet? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  paid  all  down.     He  would  not  trust  nobody. 

Question.  Then  you  swear  you  paid  the  full  amount  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  when  I  bought  her. 

Question-  Then  the  check  you  paid  Rice  amounted  to  $5,000? 

Answer.  I  dont  know  whether  it  was  the  check  for  the  whole 
amount  or  a  part  of  it  money. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  whether  you  generally  did  your  busi- 
ness with  checks  or  with  money  ? 

Answer.  I  did  some  with  checks  and  some  with  money,  just  as  I 
had  it. 

Question.  Were  you  ever  induced  to  buy  a  vessel  by  any  one  upon 
the  representation  that  if  you  did  not  do  it  your  other  charter-parties 
should  cease  ? 

Answer.   No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  stated  that  you  were  induced  to  buy  the 
Cecil  by  Hall,  who  represented  to  you  that  if  you  did  not  do  it  your 
other  charters  should  cease  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.   What  presents  did  you  ever  make  to  Hall? 

Answer.  Nothing. 

Question.  To  his  wife  or  family  ? 

Answer.  Nothing. 

Question.  None  to  any  member  of  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  air. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  transported  any  freight  for  government? 

Answer.  That  I  am  not  able  to  say.  Government  generally  loaded 
them.  I  don't  attend  to  the  boats  at  all  after  they  are  in  government 
employ.     If  they  have  any  freight  to  ship  they  ship  it  themselves. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  transported  any  freight  belonging  to  the 
government  on  boats  belonging  to  you  and  not  chartered  ? 

Answer.  I  donH  recollect. 

Question.  Who  keeps  your  books  ? 

Answer.   We  keep  them  ourselves. 

Question.  What  is  the  name  of  the  man  who  keeps  them  and  takes 
care  of  them  ? 

Answer.   Captain  Qalt.     I  don't  know  what  his  first  name  is. 

Question.  How  long  has  he  been  your  bookkeeper  ? 

Answer.  He  is  not  our  bookkeeper.  Our  bookkeeper's  name  is 
Deggs.     I  don't  know  his  other  name. 

Question.  Where  is  your  oflBce  ? 

Answer.  No.  73  Smith's  wharf. 

Question.  Do  you  own  the  Telegraph? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  she  worth  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  what  she  is  worth. 

Question.  What  did  j''ou  give  for  her? 

Answer.  I  declare  I  don't  know  what  she  cost  us. 

Question.  Who  did  you  buy  her  of? 
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Answer.  I  don't  know  the  man's  name. 

Question.  Nor  where  he  is  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Where  did  you  buy  her  ? 

Answer.  In  Baltimore. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  the  man  you  bought  her  of,  nor  the 
amount  you  paid  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Nor  when  you  bought  her? 

Answer.  I  know  we  sold  part  of  her. 

Question.  Who  to? 

Answer.  A  man  named  Kane. 

Question.  For  how  much,  and  what  part  ? 

Answer.  Thrpe  thousand  dollars  for  one-third. 

Question.  You  considered  her  worth  $9,000? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  she  chartered  for  ? 

Answer.   At  $125  a  day. 

Question.   When  was  she  built? 

Answer.  I  don' t  know. 

Question.  Where  wus  she  built  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  You  are  the  most  extraordinary  ship-merchant  I  ever 
knew.     You  do  not  know  the  age  of  your  vessel,  nor  where 

Witness.  No,  sir;  if  you  was  to  cut  my  throat  now  I  could  not  tell 
where  she  was  built. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  of  what  material  she  was  built,  nor  who 
you  bought  her  of,  nor  what  you  paid  ? 

Answer.  No.  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  owns  her  with  you? 

Answer.   Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  chartered  her  of  you? 

Answer.  Colonel  Belger,  by  recommendation  from  Mr.  Tucker. 

Question.  How  long  ago  ? 

Answer.  Four  or  five  months  ago  ? 

Question.  At  $125  a  day — government  furnishing  coal? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  is  she  employed  ? 

Answer.  At  Fort  Delaware. 

Question.  What  is  she  doing  there  ? 

Answer.  They  keep  a  boat  there. 

Question.  If  her  charter  expired  to-day,  what^  would  you  consider 
her  worth — if  she  were  out  of  government  employment? 

Answer.  That  I  can't  tell.  She  may  be  torn  all  to  pieces  when  she 
comes  home. 

Question.  If  she  were  as  good  as  when  she  went  away,  and  govern- 
ment would  not  employ  her  any  more,  what  would  she  be  worth? 

Answer.  If  she  were  as  good  as  when  the  government  employed 
her,  I  don't  believe  I  would  take  $10,000  for  her  if  I  wanted  to  stay 
in  the  business.  ^  I 
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Question.  Do  you  know  Captain  Loper  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  him.     I  never  talked  to  him. 

Question.  Where  did  you  see  him  ? 

Answer.  At  Baltimore. 

Question.  When? 

Answer.  It  has  been  some  time.     It  was  away  a  long  time  ago. 

Question.  Where  was  it? 

Answer.  In  Colonel  Belger's  office,  I  think. 

Question.  What  was  he  there  about? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  I  merely  heard  some  men  mention  his 
name.     I  never  had  any  conversation  with  him. 

Question.  You  do  not  pay  him  any  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Mr.  Pickrell  swears  that  he  is  not  your  partner;  how  do 
you  reconcile  his  testimony  with  yours  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  divide  the'  profits  with  him;  you  can  take  it  any 
way  at  all.  I  don't  know  whether  you  call  it  a  partnership  or  not. 
I  don't  tell  you  anything  but  the  truth. 

Question.  I  repeat  the  question.  Pickrell  swears  that  he  is  not 
your  partner;  how  do  you  reconcile  his  testimony  with  yours? 

Answer.  Well,  that  is  the  only  way  I  can  testify.  I  have  got  to 
give  him  half  of  the  profits  I  make. 

Question.  Don't  you  give  him  half  of  the  profits  for  the  sake  of 
getting  these  contracts  ? 

Answer.  He  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  contracts.  ^  S^^  them  all 
myself. 

Question.  You  think  you  do  ? 

Answer.  I  know  I  do. 

Question.  Do  you  not  give  him  one-half  of  the  profits  for  the  sake 
of  getting  these  charter-parties  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  can  it  be  that  you  furnish  the  capital,  transact  the 
business  in  your  own  name,  get  the  charter-parties  yourself,  and  do 
most  of  the  business,  and  yet  he  gets  one-half  of  the  profits? 

Answer.  Well,  he  understands  the  business  better  than  I  do.  I 
don' t  know  nothing  about  the  business.  You  see  I  am  no  scholar.  I 
can  neither  read  nor  write.  That  is  the  misfortune  with  me.  I  can 
write  German.     That  is  a  great  misfortune. 

Question.  Pickrell  testifies  that  he  has  only  acted  in  connexion  with 
you  as  your  agent  in  disbursing  money  for  the  boats  ? 

Answer.  He  does  all  the  disbursing.  I  give  him  the  money  and 
he  disburses  it. 

Question.  How  do  you  reconcile  that  testimony  with  the  testimony 
you  have  given  ? 

Answer.  I  told  you  all.  I  have  told  you  how  my  business  is  now. 
You  can  judge  that  for  yourself. 

Question.  You  still  cannot  remember  upon  whose  suggestion  it  was 
that  you  took  Mr.  Pickrell  in  as  your  partner  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
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Question.  You  still  cannot  remember  that  he  put  any  money  into 
your  firm? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  not  rather  inclined  to  think  that  he  did  not  put 
any  in? 

Answer.   I  think  he  had  some  money. 

Question.   Can  you  now  state  how  much  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell.     I  give  you  my  word  of  honor  I  can't  tell. 

Question.  If  he  has  put  it  into  your  firm,  and  you  are  responsible 
for  it,  you  ought  to  know  what  it  is  ? 

Answer.  I  ought  to  know,  but  I  don't  know. 

Question.  When  did  he  pay  in  any  money  for  the  benefit  of  the 
partnership  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  when. 

Question.  Did  he  ever  do  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  can't  tell  when  or  for  what? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  To  whom  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  say.  You  see  he  has  got  the  whole  control  in  his 
bands.  I  give  him  money  to  pay  it  and  disburse  it,  and  I  don't  know 
then  how  he  pays  it  or  who  he  pays  it  to. 

Question.   You  do  not  know  anything  about  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  farnish  the  money,  and  do  not  know  what  becomes 
of  it  ? 

Answer.  He  disburses  it,  I  don't  know  how? 

Question.  You  cannot  read  the  books,  and  therefore  cannot  tell 
anything  about  it? 

Qnswer.  No,  sir.     That  is  one  reason  I  keep  a  clerk. 

Question.  Do  you  learn  it  from  the  clerk? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  ask  the  clerk  anything. 

Question.  Then,  if  you  can  neither  read  nor  write,  and  do  not  ask 
the  clerk,  how  do  you  know  how  the  business  stands. 

Answer.  He  shows  me  sometimes. 

Question.  Who  shows  you  ? 

Answer.  Pickrell? 

Question.  If  you  cannot  read  nor  write,  how  can  you  tell  what  he 
shows  you  ? 

Answer.  I  can  read  figures.     Mr.  Pickrell  shows  me. 

Question.  He  is  not  your  clerk  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  disburses  the  money,  and  he  shows  me  some- 
times. 

Question.  You  say  you  keep  a  clerk  as  a  check  on  Mr.  Pickrell  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  don't  ask  the  clerk  any  questions  at  all 
about  it. 

Question.  Do  you  never  ask  him  anything? 

Answer.  I  never  say  a  word  to  him. 

Question.  You  trust  the  whole  thing  to  Pickrell  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  whole  thing.  ^  I 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


198  TESTIMONY. 

Question.  You  cannot  remember  the  time  when  you  and  Pickrell 
formed  a  partnership  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  can't.     I  think  it  was  in  July.     I  don't  know 
whether  it  v/as  or  not. 

Question.    Do  you  know  any  persons  who  are   relatives  of  Mr. 
Pickrell  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  Mr.  Spriggs,  cashier  of  the'^erchanta'  Baak,  is 
his  father-in-law — a  very  nice  man. 

Question.  Any  others  ? 

Answer.  Jo.  Spriggs  is  his  brother-in-law.     He  is  a  banker. 

Question.  Has  Mr.  Pickrell  any  relative  who  is  an  officer  in  the 
army? 

Ansv^er.  I  think  he  has  a  nephew.    I  don't  know  what  his  name  is. 

Question.  Where  is  he  ? 

Answer.  I  don' t  know. 

Question.  Is  he  a  quartermaster  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  think  he  is  a  brigadier  general.   I  can't  tell  his 
name. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  has  any  other  relatives  in  the 
employment  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  as  1  know  of. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  helped  anybody  in  getting  a  contract? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  never  recommended  anybody  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  attend  to  anybodj^'s  business  but  my  own. 

Question.  Did  you  never  recommend  anybody  to  apply  for  a  cob- 
tract? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  furnished  all  the  money  for  your  firm  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  as  I  know  of.     I  think  Mr.  Pickrell  had  some 
money. 

Question.  Do  you  think  he  had  a  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  say. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  had  not  a  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  can't  tell. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  had  not  five  hundred  dollars? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell;  I  can't  form  any  idea.     I  don't  want  to  say 
anything  I  don't  know.     I  ought  to  know. 

Question.  Are  you  not  satisfied  that  he  did  not  furnish  for  the  ben* 
efit  of  your  partnership  five  hundred  dollars  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  can't  say  that. 

Question.  Are  you  satisfied  that  he  did  not  furnish  ten  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  did  not  furnish  ten,  (thousand.) 

Question.  Did  he  furnish  one  thousand  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  I  can  recollect,     I  think  he  had  some  three 
or  four  thousand  dollars;  but  I  would  not  say  this  for  sure. 

Question.   What  did  he  do  with  it  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  he  put  it  into  the  business? 

Question.  Do  you  know  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  swear  to  it  r^  T 
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Question.  What  did  he  buy  with  it? 

Answer.  He  bought  some  forage.  I  suppose.  I  would  not  swear  to 
it  positively.     I  think  he  had  that  much  money. 

Question.   What  kind  of  forage  did  he  buy  w'>h  it  % 

Answer.  Whatever  government  wanted. 

Question.  When  did  he  buy  it? 

Answer.  When  I  had  the  contracts. 

Question.  Have  you  not  already  stated  that  Pickrell  had  nothing 
to  do  with  your  contracts  for  forage  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  didn't  swear  that  at  all. 

Question.  Did  you  not  state  that  he  was  your  partner  only  as  to 
boats  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  that  would  be  a  real  falsehood,  if  I  swore  that. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  his  using  one  cent  of  his  money  in  con- 
nexion with  your  boat  business  7 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  Pickrell  is  not  your  partner  in  the 
transaction  df  your  boat  business  ? 

Answer.  I  know  he  gets  half  of  the  profits.  That  is  all  I  can  answer. 
I  consider  him  my  partner. 

Question.  Don' t  you  know  that  he  is  not  furnishing  one  cent  for 
your  transactions  in  the  boat  business  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  don't. 

Question.   Can  you  swear  that  he  is  furnishing  one  cent  7 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  can't. 

Question.  You  only  know  that  he  gets  one-half  of  the  profits? 

Answer.  That  is  all. 

Question.  You  furnish  the  money  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  and  attend  to  it  all. 

Question.  You  furnish  the  horse  and  buggy,  and  keep  it  thefe  in 
front  of  Colonel  Belger's  office  ? 

Answer.  The  horse  and  buggy  belong  to  the  concern. 

Question.  What  concern  ? 

Answer.  Me  and  Pickrell.     I  have  charged  it. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  it  is  charged? 

Answer.  I  know  he  gave  me  the  money  to  pay  for  it — Pickrell  did. 

Question.  Where  from  ? 

Answer.  From  the  bank. 

Question.  Then  it  belongs  to  him,  does  it  not? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  charged  it  to  the  concern. 

Question.     How  do  you  know  ? 

Answer.  I  guess  you  will  find  it  so  on  the  books. 

Question.  How  do  know  it  ? 

Answer.  He  tells  me  he  did.  I  suppose  he  would  charge  what 
money  he  pays  out. 

Question.  You  have  already  sworn  that  that  horse  belonged  to  you? 

Answer.  Not  private. 

Question.  Yes,  sir;  I  so  understood  you. 

Answer.  Well,  it  belongs  to  the  concern. 

Question.  Do  you  take  back  that  part  of  your  testimony  ? 

..yitized  by  Google 


200  TE8TIM0NT, 

Answer.  You  did  not  ask  me  that.  If  you  did,  I  misanderetood 
you. 

Question.  Did  the  horse  and  buggy  belong  to  the  firm  of  Pickrell 
&  Coblens? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  there  is  such  a  firm  as  Pickrell  &  Coblens  ? 

Answer.  It  don't  go  that  way. 

Question.  How  does  it  go  ? 

Answer.  If  I  get  a  contract  it  goes  in  my  name.  All  the  contracts 
go  in  my  name,  and  he  disburses  the  money  and  pays  what  is  wanted. 
That  is  the  way  it  goes. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  known  Pickrell? 
,    Answer.  I  have  known  him  about  a  couple  of  years — it  will  be  two 
years  this  summer. 

Question.  You  never  were  much  acquainted  with  him  until  you 
formed  a  partnership  with  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  know  anything  about  his  character  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Nor  about  his  capital  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Nor  about  his  family  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.     I  knew  his  father-in-law. 

Question.  You  knew  nothing  about  the  business  he  had  been  en- 
gaged in  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  know  him,  but  took  him  into  partnership 
upon  some  one's  recommendation? 

Anflwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not,  then,  know  who  the  man  was  ? 

Answer.   No,  sir. 

Question.  You  intrusted  him  with  the  disbursing  of  the  whole 
business  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  never  looked  at  the  books  to  see  what  their 
condition  is  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  what  any  one  of  these  charter-parties 
recites — what  is  contained  in  any  of  these  charter-contracts — their 
provisions? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  you  have  made  a  profit  or  lost 
«ince  you  have  been  in  the  business  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  you  are  worth  anything  now 
or  are  insolvent? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  don't.  I  have  made  some  money  ;  I  don't  know 
how  much. 

Qaestion.  You  have  never  made  any  division  of  profits  between 
yourself  and  Pickrell  ? 
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Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  have  paid  Pickrell  any  money  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  paid  to  him  anything,  except  to  his  wife. 
I  paid  his  wife  once  something.     She  paid  my  children  something. 

Question.  How  much  money  have  you  on  deposit  now  ? 

Answer.  None  ;  my  money  is  all  in  the  government ;  I  am  bare 
now. 

Question.  Has  Mr.  Pickrell  any  in  his  name  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  interested  in  the  bank  account  kept  in  his  name  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  each  one  keeps  his  own  account. 

Question.  Is  he  interested  in  the  bank  account  kept  in  your  name  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  In  whose  name  is  this  joint-bank  account  kept  ? 

Answer.  We  have  no  joint  bank  account. 

Question.  Did  you  deposit  the  moneys  you  received  from  your 
charter-parties? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where?         ^ 

Answer.  At  the  Citizens'  Bank  of  Baltimore. 

Question.  In  whose  name  ? 

Answer.   Charles  Coblens  ;  my  own  name. 

Question.  Is  he  interested  in  that  deposit? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  while  it  is  in  my  name. 

Question.  Is  he  interested  in  these  charter-parties  as  long  as  they 
are  in  your  name  ? 

Answer.  Of  course. 

Question.  Why  is  he  not  interested  as  much  in  the  deposit  in  your 
name  as  in  the  charter-parties  in  your  name  ? 

Answer.  Because  I  don't  want  anybody  to  sign  my  name. 

Question.  Is  that  the  only  reason  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  is  the  only  reason;  and  I  think  it  is  a  very 
good  reason,  too. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  talk  with  Hall  before  you  formed  a 
partnership  with  Pickrell? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  ever  recommend  you  to  form  a  partnership  with 
him? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  him  about 
Pickrell  since  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Does  Hall  know  tliat  you  are  in  partnership  with  Pick- 
rell? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  he  does  ? 

Answer.  He  ought  to. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  had  any  conversation  with  him  in  regard 
to  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  had  no  conversatioa  with  anybody  about  that. 
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Question.  You  never  eaid  to  any  one  before  that  Pickrell  was  your 
partner  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  can  recollect. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  tell  anybody  in  the  world  that  Pickrell 
wae  your  partner  until  you  stated  it  here  under  oath  ? 

Answer.  May  be  I  did. 

Question.  To  whom? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell.  I  don't  know  whether  I  did  or  not.  I  do 
not  say  for  certain.     May  be  I  did  say  so. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  of  having  ever  told  any  human  being, 
until  you  swore  to  it  before  this  committee,  that  Pickrell  waa  your 
partner  ? 

Answer.  Ycm,  sir;  I  have. 

Question,  Who  to  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Did  you  affirm  or  deny,  when  you  were  sworn  before, 
that  Pickrell  was  or  was  not  your  partner  ? 

Answer.  When  they  asked  me,  I  think  I  said  it  was  so.  If  that 
question  was  asked,  I  did  say  it. 

Question.  Did  you,  upon  any  other  occasion,  ever  say  that  Pick- 
rell  was  your  partner  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  was  asked  once.  I  was  asked  some  several 
times,  I  don't  know  who  the  persons  were,  who  was  my  partner,  and 
I  told  them;  I  said  John  F.  Pickrell. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  Pickrell  ever  admitting  that  you  were 
hie  partner? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  he  did  or  not. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  in  regard  to  your 
partnership  in  the  business  with  him,  or  with  any  one  7 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  about  six  or  seven  hundred  dollars'  wortli  of 
Major  Belger's  old  clothing  on  hand? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  got  that  much  on  hand. 

Question.  How  much  have  you  on  hand? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  how  much. 

Question.  You  had  six  or  seven  hundred  dollars  worth  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  in  all. 

Question.  Who  have  you  sold  any  to  ? 

Answer.  Different  persons. 

Question.  Name  one  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  name  nobody. 

Question.   Of  what  value  did  you  sell? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell. 

Question.  What  garments  that  you  received  from  him  did  yon  sell ; 
coats,  pantaloons,  vests,  or  what? 

Answer.  Some  coats,  some  vests,  some  pants. 

Question.  What  kind  of  coats  ? 

Answer.  Dress  coats. 

Question.  How  many  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 
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Question.  Who  did  you  sell  them  to? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Did  you  sell  them  at  your  own  house  ? 

Answer.  Some  of  them  I  did. 

Question.  How  many  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Did  the  most  of  those  you  sold  them  to  come  to  your 
house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  most  of  them. 

Question.   Were  they  Jews  that  you  sold  them  to? 

Answer.  Not  all. 

Question.  Were  any  of  them? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  sold  them  to  old  clothes  establishments  ? 

Answer.  Not  all  old  clothes;  some  were  new.  • 

Question.  How  much  did  you  get  for  them  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.   I  didn't  make  any  money  in  the  operation. 

Question.  Where  did  the  men  live  that  you  sold  them  to  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know;  in  Baltimore. 

Question.  Where  did  these  men  come  from? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.     I  saw  them  and  told  them. 

Question.  Where  did  you  see  them  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.     I  saw  some  in  the  street* — some  places. 

Question.  You  met  them  on  the  streets  and  told  them,  knowing 
that  they  were  dealers  in  that  sort  of  garments  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  wanted  them  for  their  own  use. 

Question.  How  did  they  know  of  them  ? 

Answer.  I  asked  them.  Some  of  them  I  gave  to  a  clothing  store 
to  sell. 

Question.  Where  is  that  clothing  store? 

Answer.  In  Pratt  street.     I  don't  know  the  number. 

Question.  Who  kept  it? 

Answer.  Simon  Wet-sburg. 

Question.  When  did  you  sell  the  garments  to  him  ? 

Answer.  He  sold  them  for  me. 

Question.  How  many  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  What  did  he  get  for  them  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  what  he  got  for  them. 

Question.  How  much  did  he  pay  you  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not  settled  with  him  yet. 

Question.  When  did  you  take  them  to  him  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.     It  has  been  a  good  while. 

Question.  Has  it  been  a  year? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Has  it  been  nine  months  ? 

Answer.  About  six  months. 

Question.  You  cannot  remember  whether  it  was  ten  dollars,  or 
what? 

Answer.  I  can't  remember  what  I  got  for  it. 
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Question.  You  cannot  remember  the  kind  of  clothes  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Tou  only  know  that  they  were  some  old  clothes  that  you 
got  of  Colonel  Belger  ? 

Answer.  They  were  some  old  clothes  that  had  been  worn. 

Question.  Were  they  nearly  worn  out  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  they  were  not  worn  out. 

Question.  Were  those  that  he  got  pretty  much  all  the  clothes  that 
you  received  from  Colonel  Belger  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  did  not  give  him  all. 

Question.  Was  there  any  invoice  of  the  clothes  you  received  from 
Major  Belger — any  paper  specifying  what  the  clothes  were  when  you 
bought  them  of  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  got  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  has  become  of  it  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  I  tore  it  up,  I  suppose.  I  didn't  keep  it. 
It  was  of  no  account  to  me. 

Question.  Why  not  ? 

Answer.  Because  I  didn't  want  it. 

Question.  Did  your  clerk  make  any  entry  of  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  There  is  no  entry  on  your  books  showing  the  amount 
that  you  paid  Major  Belger,  or  the  amount  that  you  received  for  the 
clothes  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Who  did  you  buy  the  epaulets  of  that  you  gave  to  him  ? 

Answer.  Campfields. 

Question.  What  are  you  going  to  do  with  the  epaulets  you  received 
from  him — wear  them  ? 

Answer.  I  want  to  sell  them. 

Question.  Has  Mr.  Hunt  ever  oflFered  to  attend  to  your  business  at 
Fortress  Monroe  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  to  attend  to  my  boats.  He  offered  to  keep  them 
from  being  knocked  about. 

Question.  Does  he  attend  to  those  boats  down  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.   What  do  you  pay  him  ? 

Answer.  Nothing. 

Question.  Does  he  do  it  for  nothing  ? 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  gave  him  those  two  horses  there  for — for 
attending  to  my  business. 

Question.  Is  he  in  the  employment  of  the  government  as  harbor 
master  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  he  is  in  the  government  employ- 
ment or  not.  He  is  harbor  master.  Sometimes  our  captains  down 
there  get  drunk,  and  there  is  nobody  to  atten4  to  the  boats  there, 
and  thev  knock  the  boats  all  to  pieces. 

C.  COBLENS. 
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Washington,  Monday^  January  12,  1863. 
Major  General  Stewart  Van  Vliet,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as 
follows : 

Examined  by  (he  chairman. 

Question.  In  what  capacity  are  you  now  acting  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States? 

Answer.  I  am  a  quartermaster  in  the  United  States  service,  at  pres- 
ent on  duty  at  New  York. 

Question.  Have  you  been  engaged  in  procuring  transportation  for 
the  United  States  army  ? 

Answer.  I  have,  sir. 

Question.  State  when  you  commenced  chartering  vessels. 

Answer.  I  commenced  chartering  vessels  about  two  or  three  months 
since. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  any  before  that  time  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  since  the  commencement  of  the  war  ;  I  might 
have  chartered  one  or  two,  but  I  have  no  recollection  of  it. 

Question.  For  what  purpose  were  these  vessels  chartered  that  you 
have  chartered  ? 

Answer.  I  chartered  vessels  under  the  direction  of  the  quarter- 
master general,  to  take  ten  thousand  troops  to  Hilton  Head.  I  re- 
ceived his  order  in  the  latter  part  of  October. 

Question.  Through  whom  did  that  order  reach  you? 

Answer.  General  Meigs. 

Question.  Of  whom  did  you  efiect  your  charters  ? 

Answer.  I  effected  them  of  different  persons.  I  only  chartered  a 
very  few  for  that  expedition — the  Argo,  the  Atlantic,  the  Baltic,  the 
Thames,  the  Spaulding,  the  Curlew,  the  Thorn,  the  Matanzas,  and 
the  City  of  Bath.  Besides  those  vessels,  I  have  chartered  a  very  few — 
I  should  judge  not  over  half  a  dozen — for  different  services,  and  al- 
ways by  direction  of  the  quartermaster  general,  for  particular  ser- 
vice. 

Question.  Who  signed  the  charter-parties  on  the  part  of  the  own- 
ers of  these  vessels  ? 

Answer.  Generally  the  agents. 

Question.  Who  were  the  agents? 

Answer.  There  were  different  owners;  I  cannot  recollect  their 
names. 

Question.  Was  there,  in  the  chartering  of  these  vessels,  any  inter- 
vention of  a  third  party,  other  than  the  legitimate  brokers,  or  the 
owners  of  the  vessels. 

Aus^wer.  None  that  I  am  aware  of ;  and  I  should  think  that  very  few 
brokers,  if  any,  chartered  those  vessels,  as  they  belonged  to  compa- 
nies ;  several  of  them  did,  and  I  chartered  them  of  the  agents  of  these 
companies.  I  will  say  here  that  I  have  made  it  a  rule,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  charter  directly  from  the  owners  of  vessels  in  all  cases, 
though  the  business  is  such  that  a  good  deal  of  it  is  necessarily  done 
through  brokers  ;  the  merchants  themselves  do  it  for  small  vessels — 
sail  vessels. 
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Question.  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  chartering  vessels  used 
about  Fortress  Monroe  and  on  the  Potomac? 

Answer.  For  Fortress  Monroe  I  have  not.  For  the  Potomac  I  have 
chartered  two  boats  for  ice-boats  to  keep  the  river  open,* by  order  of 
the  quartermaster  general.  One  of  them  was  the  John  Brooks,  which 
was  for  an  ice-boat,  and  the  other  was  the  Stevens,  a  tug-boat  fitted 
up  as  an  ice-boat. 

Question.  Who  did  you  charter  them  of? 

Answer.  I  chartered  both  from  their  owners.  The  John  Brooks 
I  chartered  from  one  ot  the  owners,  Captain  Acker.  As  to  the  other 
I  do  not  know  his  name,  but  it  was  from  the  owner  of  the  boat. 

Question.  What  did  you  pay  Captain  Acker  for  the  John  Brooks? 

Answer.  I  paid  him  $700  a  day.  For  the  Stevens  I  paid  $120. 
The  John  Brooks  is  a  large,  powerful  boat,  covered  with  oak  timber 
up  and  down,  and  then  the  iron  plating;  the  expenses  of  the  owners 
were  about  $6,000  to  put  her  in  condition.  She  was  a  heavy  freight 
boat,  and  was  chartered  for  a  freight  and  ice-boat. 

Question.  When  did  her  charter-pirty  commence? 

Answer.  She  commenced,  I  think,  two  weeks  ago — two  or  three 
weeks.    . 

Question.  How  long  did  you  charter  her  for  ? 

Answer.  For  ninety  days. 

Question.  Was  the  government  to  furnish  the  fuel? 

Answer.  I  believe  so.  I  would  not  say  positively.  There  are  some 
vessels  they  furnish  coal  to,  and  some  furnish  their  own  coal.  In 
some  the  government  furnishes  it  for  twenty  days,  and  they  for  the 
rest  of  the  time. 

Question.  Did  you  make  any  estimMe  of  the  expense  of  running 
her  when  you  chartered  her  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  knew  tolerably  well.  She  was  chartered  before 
this,  I  think,  by  Captain  Hodges,  for  $800  a  day.  She  was  used  in 
the  army  of  the  Potomac  for  some  time;  I  do  not  know  how  long.  I 
reduced  her  $100,  and  with  very  great  reluctance  on  their  part,  be- 
cause an  ice-boat  is  in  danger  of  being  lost. 

Question.  Is  this  Captain  Acker  the  John  P.  Acker,  of  the  St. 
Nicholas  Hotel,  New  York? 

Answer.  John  P.  or  John  A.  Acker ;  he  owned  the  boat. 

Question.  Is  the  charter-party  dated  for  the  time  she  was  chartered 
for? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  from  the  time  she  was  taken  into  the  government 
service.  She  was  sent  from  Fortress  Monroe  to  Hatteras  with  troops 
and  stores,  but  was  taken  up  by  General  Dix  when  she  returned. 
They  had  no  boat  at  Hatteras  that  could  stand  that  trip  ;  she  was 
sent  there,  and  sent  immediately  up  here  when  she  got  back. 

Question  Did  you  h^ve  those  transports  that  you  chartered  to  go 
to  Port  Royal  inspected  by  anybody  ? 

Answer.  They  all  have  their  inspection  papers. 

Question.  But  there  was  no  other  inspection  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  nothing  but  the  usual  inspection  of  the  usual 
United  States  inspectors ;  but  they  were  all  good  new  boats  ;  I  knew 
them  to  be  so. 
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Question.  Were  they  all  adapted  to  outside  navip^ation  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  for  outside  navigation,  at  that  season  of  the 
year,  I  knew  the  importance  of  it,  and  would  not  take  anything  hut 
good  ones. 

Question.  Have  you  chartered  any  sailing  vessels? 

Answer  No,  sir  ;  a  good  many  have  been  chartered  for  the  Banks 
expedition  ;  I  have  chartered  none. 

Question.  What  inconvenience  or  injury  to  the  government  arises 
from  chartering  vessels  as  they  were  formerly  chartered  by  public 
advertisement  through  the  quartermaster's  department  ? 

Answer.  If  we  had  time,  sir,  I  think  it  is  likely  that  that  would 
answer  very  well  ;  but  the  exigencies  of  the  service,  the  many  troops 
that  we  have  scattered  around,  and  the  movements  that  are  to  be 
made,  render  it  impossible  to  go  through  that  form. 

Question.  Has  there  ever  been  an  expedition  got  up  with  vessels 
selected  in  a  shorter  time  than  two  or  three  weeks? 

Answer.  Probably  not,  sir  ;  it  depends  on  the  size  of  it. 

Question.  Has  there  ever  been  a  time  when  there  was  not,  in  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  and  the  other  eastern  ports,  all  the  vessels  that 
were  required  for  the  purposes  of  any  expedition  that  has  been  fitted 
out  ?    '  Have  there  not  been  vessels  enough  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  there  were  always  boats  enough  there. 

Question.  Would  not  a  week's  notice  in  the  newspapers  have  been 
eflfectual  to  bring  in  proposals  to  furnish  transportation? 

Answer.  Well,  I  hardly  think  so  in  military  operations.  If  we 
advertised  we  would  have  sud  a  diversity  of  ofiers,  owing  to  the 
different  classes  of  boats,  that  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  decide 
which  was  the  lowest  offer. 

Question.  If  you  advertised  for  seagoing  outside  vessels  of  a  certain 
tonnage  that  would  pass  inspection,  would  you  not  be  able  to  secure 
them? 

Answer.  I  presume  we  could  secure  them,  but  not  with  the  despatch 
that  we  can  by  going  and  taking  them  up  at  once. 

Question.  The  shipping  men  of  New  York  say  that  you  could. 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  I  think  it  very  likely  that  if  we  were 
getting  up  a  large  expedition  and  had  time  to  advertise  it  would 
result  to  the  interest  of  the  government  to  advertise. 


Washington,  Monday^  January  12,  1863. 

John  F.  Pickrbll,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows : 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  State  your  residence  and  occupation. 
Answer.  Baltimore  city.     Commission  merchant. 
Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Baltimore? 
Answer.  Nearly  20  years  ;  18  or  19  years. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  as  a  commission  mer- 
chant ? 

Answer.  Since  I  have  been  there — IS  years. 

Question.  What  kind  of  a  commission  merchant? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  my  business  has  been  very  much  withthe^outh. 
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My  principal  business  is  cotton,  rice,  and  sugar — wholly  on  commis- 
sion. I  have  done  some  English  business — not  as  much  as  my  southern 
business — and  some  eastern  business.  I  did  quite  a  large  business 
with  Eastport  and  Portland,  and  some  business  with  Bangor. 

Question.  Have  you  been  in  the  shipping  business? 

Answer.  0,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  been  a  broker  in  vessels  ? 

Answer.  No^  sir,  unless  that  would  be  embraced  ia  my  commission 
business  I  have  chartered  very  many  vessels.  I  did  the  Eastport 
business. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  them,  as  the  agent,  of  the  owners  of  the 
vessels  ? 

'  Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  did  the  Eastport  business  for  several  years, 
and  chartered  nearly  all  their  vessels. 

Question.  Who  has  been  your  partner  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Butts.  My  business  commenced  in  Baltimore  as 
Butts,  Pickrell  &  Co.  George  W.  Butts,  E.  Pickrell  &  Co.  My 
brother,  of  Georgetown,  and  myself  were  partners. 

Question.  Is  that  partnership  still  existing? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  lasted  only  for  two  years.  E.  Pickrell  &  Co* 
retired,  and  the  business  was  continued  under  the  style  of  Butts,  Pick- 
rell &  Co.,  only  Mr.  Butts  and  myself  being  the  partners. 

Question.  Are  you  and  Mr.  Butts  still  associated  together  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  that  partnership  expired  about  eight  years  apjo — 
it  may  even  be  nine  years.  I  speak  from  recollection,  and  cannot  tell 
positively.  I  then,  for  probably  a  year  afterwards,  did  business  in  my 
own  name ;  only,  I  wound  up  the  business  of  Butts,  Pickrell  -  Co.  I 
had  the  settlement  of  the  whole  of  the  affairs  of  their  business.  I 
then  took  in  as  a  partner  with  me  a  young  man  named  Louis  Warring- 
ton, whom  I  had  raised.  My  business  was  then  done  under  the  name 
of  John  F.  Pickrell  &  Co.,  up  fo  May,  1861.  Mr.  Warrington  was 
from  Virginia,  and  got  into  the  riot  in  Baltimore  in  April.  I  did 
not  choose  to  be  compromised  by  it,  and  insisted  upon  the  firm  being 
dissolved.  It  was  dissolved,  and  he  went  south,  and  is  now  south — 
at  least  I  believe  he  is.  I  have  heard  nothing  from  him  for  over  a 
year.  Since  then  I  have  done  business  in  my  own  name,  John  F. 
Pickrell. 

Question.  Have  you  any  partner? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  no  partner,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  a  partner  in  any  business  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who? 

Answer.  Mr.  Coblens.     I  would  like  to  explain  that. 

Question.  Is  he  your  general  partner? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  at  all.     I  have  no  general  partner. 

Question.  What  is  he  partner  in  ? 

Answer.  We  own  vessels  together — that  is  to  say,  I  own  part  and 
he  owns  part,  and  others  own  parts  of  them.  The  interest  is  distinct, 
defined  by  regular  bills  of  sale.  The  forage  business  that  has  been 
done  there  I  have  settled  and  closed  up.  I  charged  a  commission  on 
it,  and  put  the  amount  of  profit  on  the  account,  $5,600,  which  was 
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the  entire  profit  to  the  or  credit  of  Mr.  Coblens.  I  charged  my  commis- 
sion recollect,  and  what  I  made  was  about  what  he  made  on  it. 

Question.  Did  you  charge  your  commission,  too  ? 

Answer.  I  charged  it  to  the  account,  sir. 

Question.  To  the  account  of  what,  and  of  whom  ? 

Answer.  To  the  account  of  the  disbursements  for  account — the 
money  that  I  have  disbursed  in  the  purchase  of  hay,  oats,  corn,  &c. 

Question.  You  and  Coblens  are  interested  in  furnishing  the  oats, 
hay,  corn,  &c.,  are  you  ? 

Answer.  We  are  interested  in  this  way :  I  have  no  transactions 
whatever  with  Colonel  Belger  ;  I  cannot  have  any  ;  would  not  have 
any.  He  is  a  rude,  rough  man,  and  I  had  a  very  violent  quarrel  with 
hiuLin  July  or  August,  1861.  I  am  now  speaking  from  recollection, 
too,  sir.  I  am  coming  as  near  as  I  can.  Colonel  Belger  and  myself 
had  a  conversation.  Our  conversation  was  upon  simply  a  matter  of 
common,  ordinary  intercourse^  and  it  occurred  in  the  presence  of  other 
gentlemen.  When  I  saw  him  again  he  said  I  had  insulted  him.  I 
simply  said  to  him  :  '^  If  I  have  insulted  you,  please  take  your  satis- 
faction ;  I  am  perfectly  responsible,  as  you  very  well  know."  That 
is  the  last  intercourse  I  ever  bad  with  him.  I  thought  he  was  particu- 
larly rude  and  rough  to  me.  I  ought  to  make  a  little  explanation  here. 
I  want  to  be  particular  upon  this  point.  Colonel  Belger  came  to  Balti- 
more when  the  city  was  excited,  and  he  brought  letters  of  introduc- 
tion io  me.  I  called  to  see  him  ;  invited  him  to  my  house ;  was  polite 
to  him  ;  proposed  to  have  him  invited  to  the  club  there,  and  was  more 
particularly  polite  to  him  because  of  the  circumstances  thatexisted  at  the 
time  in  Baltimore.  We  had  an  unfortunate  state  of  things  in  Balti- 
more. There  are  people  in  Baltimore  who  had  undertaken  to  frown 
down  those  who  take  a  position  in  opposition  to  theirs.  I  had  been 
very  solicitous  about  Colonel  Belger.  My  brother  wrote  to  me  from 
Georgetown.  They  were  masons  and  acquaintances;  My  brother 
wrote  to  me  that  Colonel  Belter  was  a  gentleman  that  I  must 
be  polite  to.  I  tried  to  be  particularly  polite,  and  was  exceedingly 
offended  when  he  was  rude  to  me  in  his  office,  and  I  spoke  sbarjply 
to  him.  He  then  said  that  I  had  insulted  him,  and  put  it  in  that 
way.  I  said:  "  Well,  you  must  take  your  satisfaction  ;  I  am  per- 
fectly responsible."  Since  then  I  have  had  not  half  a  dozen  inter- 
views of  any  kind  with  Colonel  Belger ;  none  on  business.  That  oc- 
curred in  July  or  August,  1861. 

Question.  Are  you  and  Qoblens  interested  in  furnishing  forage  to 
the  army  ? 

Answer.  We  are  interested  in  this  way :  I  have  made  disbursements 
for  account  of  forage,  and  I  have  charged  the  account  with  money. 
I  have  paid  for  forage,  and  I  have  charged  a  commission  on  that. 
That  account  is  settled  up,  and  my  commission  amounts  to  about  what 
Mr.  Coblens's  profits  are — not  much  exceeding  them,  if  at  all. 

Question.  Coblens  had  the  contract  with  the  government  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  he  had  everything  of  that  kind. 

Question.  It  was  in  his  name? 

Answer.  0,  yes,  sir.     I  never  collected  anything. 

Question.  He  made  the  contract  and  collected  the  money  ? 
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Answer.  0,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  furnished  the  capital  to  buy  it  with? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  excepting  that  very  often — I  suppose  three- 
fourths  of  the  time — I  was  more  or  less  in  advance. 

Question.  In  advance  of  what? 

Answer.  In  advance  of  receipts  of  money,  from  him. 

Question.  How  much  capital  did  Mr.  Coblens  put  into  this  forage 
business? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  put  in? 

Answer.  I  have  put  in  no  capital  at  all. 

Question.  You  did  the  business  ? 

Answer.  I  did  the  business  and  made  the  advances.  I  am  in  ad- 
vance now  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  upon  Mr.  Coblens's  business. 

Question.  You  advanced  money  to  enable  him  to  do  the  business? 

Answer.  Very  often,  sir. 

Question.  You  advanced  money  to  enable  him  to  buy  this  forage 
with  it? 

Answer.  Sometimes  I  did. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  advance  to  him  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you  at  all.  He  had  facilities  for  raising 
money  which  I  knew  nothing  of.  I  knew  nothing  whatever  about 
the  man.  I  never  heard  of  him  before  this  business  was  proposed  to 
me. 

Question.  Who  proposed  it  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Colonel  Bel ger.  Colonel  Belgerdid  not  propose  it  to  me^ 
exactly,  but  it  was  through  Colonel  Belger.  I  saw  this  man  in 
Colonel  Belger's  office.  That  was  the  first  acquaintance  or  know- 
ledge I  had  of  Coblens.  Although  living  in  Baltimore  for  sixteen 
years  previous,  I  had  never  heard  of  the  man.  He  is  a  Jew,  and  an 
excellent  man. 

Question.  Your  commissions  and  percentage  on  this  forage  amounted 
to  what? 

Answer.  To  just  about  what  he  makes. 

Question.  Less  than  seven  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  Between  six  and  seven  thousand.  That  is  his  entire 
profit  on  the  forage  he  has  furnished  Colonel  Belger. 

Question.  That  is  his  profit  on  the  business  with  which  you  have 
been  connected  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  he  had  other  business  besides? 

Answer.  That  I  cannot  tell.     Coblens  was  a  horse  trader. 

Question.  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  his  trading  in  horses  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Now  in  regard  to  the  steamboat  business :  what  vessels 
is  Coblens  interested  in  ? 

Answer.  It  would  require  a  little  time  to  state,  sir.  I  will  begin 
with  the  Baltimore,  the  Patapsco,  the  Haswell,  the  barge  Delaware, 
the  Fairy  Queen,  the  James  Murray,  the  Lily,  the  Miss  Mary,  the 
Telegraph,  the  Cecil.     I  believe  that  winds  up,  sir  ;  I  think  so. 

Question.  What  interest  has  Mr.  Coblens  in  the  Baltimore  ? 
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Answer.  He  has  a  little  over  one-fourth.  There  is  a  one-fifth  inter- 
est held  by  Col.  Sam.  Bell,  of  Fortress  Monroe ;  a  one-fourth  interest 
held  by  W.  W.  McFarlane ;  eleven-fortieths  by  Mr.  Coblens,  and 
eleven-fortieths  by  me. 

Question.  How  came  Bell  to  be  interested  in  the  Baltimore? 

Answer.  The  Baltimore  belonged  to  Friendi  Bicketts  &  Co.  They 
were  of  Baltimore.  She  was  chartered  to  the  government  by  Cap- 
tain Hodges,  and  the  charter-party  had  run  some  three  months.  The 
payments  in  New  York  were  very  dilatory,  and  they  were  exceedingly 
needy  men.  They  had  been  in  trouble  in  the  difficulties  that  oc- 
curred in  Baltimore.  They  were  liquidating  their  business.  They 
could  not  collect  their  money  as  promptly  as  they  wanted  it,  and,  in 
addition  to  that,  they  were  charged  with  being  secessionists,  and  they 
had  every  reason  to  believe  from  the  action  of  Mr.  Hoffman,  the  col- 
lector of  the  port  at  Baltimore,  that  she  would  be  thrown  out  of  ser- 
vice. There  were  two  circumstances  operating  on  them  to  compel  a 
sale  of  that  vessel. 

Question.  I  asked  about  Bell. 

Answer.  They  offered  the  vessel,  with  the  accumulated  charter, 
I  don't  recollect  how  much  that  was,  for  $45,000.  Mr.  Coblens  said 
that  Mr.  Clarke  agreed  to  loan  him  the  money,  but  he  was  afraid  to 
buy.  While  this  thing  was  in  negotiation,  James  M.  Hunt,  of  Nor- 
folk, came  up  to  Baltimore  on  business.  He  and  Coblens  were 
iriends.  He  proposed  to  Captain  Hunt  to  take  an  interest  in.  that 
vessel,  and'  said,  if  so,  he  would  buy  her.  The  proposition  was 
accepted  by  Captain  Hunt,  and  then  he  came  to  me  to  take  an  in- 
terest. I  said,  '^Yes."  He  said,  ''If  you  take  an  interest,  I  will 
buy  her."  Captain  Hunt  told  me  he  intended  to  remit  Coblens 
the  money  for  his  interest — one-fitth.  He  wrote  me  afterwards  that 
if  Coblens  would  send  him  a  bill  of  sale  he  would  remit  him  the 
money.  Coblens  did  send  him'  a  sale  bill,  but  he  did  not  remit  the 
money.  He  gave  the  order  to  have  this  sale  bill  made  in  the  name  of 
Col.  Samuel  Bell,  whom  Coblens  well  knows — so  his  letter  read.  I 
do  not  know  it. 

Question.  Who  is  Captain  Hunt? 

Answer.  He  is  the  wharfinger,  I  suppose,  at  Fortress  Monroe. 

Question.  Is  he  harbor-master  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  he  is  not  harbor-master.  He  is  an  employe  of 
the  government  at  Fortress  Monroe.  1  do  not  know  his  official  posi- 
tion. He  is  not  harbor-master.  He  is  a  very  accomplished  man  in 
vessels. 

Question.  Is  he  a  Baltimorean  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  have  seen  him  a  good  many  times,  and  he  has 
most  admirable  judgment  about  a  vessel ;  probably  a  great  deal  of 
knowledge  of  vessels. 

Question.  Was  the  Baltimore  paid  for  at  the  time  she  was  pur- 
chased? 

Answer.  She  was  paid  for  within  ten  days. 

Question.  How  was  the  money  raised  with  which  she  was  paid  for  ? 

Answer.  Coblens  borrowed  it.  I  informed  myself  particularly  on 
that  point  by  inc^uiry  at  the  Citizens'  Bank.  I  went  there,  and  Mr. 
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Gest,  the  cashier  of  the  Citizens'  Bank,  told  me  he  lent  Mr.  Coblens 
forty-five  thousand  dollars  to  bay  the  Baltimore.  I  would  remark 
that  the  whole  of  Mr.  Ooblens's  papers  were  always  left  at  the  Citi- 
zens' Bank  as  collateral  security  for  large  sums  of  money,  which  he 
always  owed  them. 

Question.  Then  Coblens  made  all  the  advances  for  the  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  Every  dollar.     He  borrowed  the  money  from  Mr.  G-est. 

Question.  How  came  you  to  be  interested  in  the  Baltimore? 

Answer.  That  was  the  agreement  at  the  time  of  the  purchase, 
agreed  to  take  an  intefrest. 

Question.  What  advantage  was  it  to  Coblens  to  let  you  have  an 
interest  if  he  had  to  pay  for  her  ? 

Answer.  1  suppose,  in  the  first  place,  he  could  not  have  borrowed 
the  money  excepting  with  a  full  knowledge  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Qest 
that  I  was  managing  and  controlling  that  boat,  and  that  the  fands 
should  be  appropriated,  in  accordance  with  his  contract,  for  the  return 
of  the  money. 

Question.  How  much  was  she  chartered  for  ? 

Answer.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a  day. 

Question.  When  was  that? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell,  sir.  It  was  certainly  three  months  previous 
to  that  purchase  by  Mr.  Coblens. 

Question.  The  Baltimore,  by  this  time,  has  paid  for  herself? 

Answer.  "She  still  owes,  on  the  account,  about  $18,000.  Then  there 
is  back  freight  due  her.  She  has  probably  about  paid^for  herself. 
There  would  not  be  much  difference  either  way. 

Question.  What  interest  have  you  in  the  Patapsco? 

Answer.  I  have  one-half  interest  in  the  Patapsco.  I  had  one-third, 
and  afterwards  bought  the  half  of  another  share. 

Question.  Who  owns  the  other  half? 

Answer.  Mr.  Coblens. 

Question.  How  much  is  she  chartered  for  ? 

Answer.  She  is  not  chartered  at  all.     She  is  out  of  service. 

Question.  When  did  you  buy  her  ? 

Answer.  I  really  cannot  tell,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  has  she  been  in  government  employment  ? 

Answer.  Six  months  probably,  sir.     She  may  have  been  even  more. 

Question.  What  was  she  chartered  for  ? 

Answer.  Eighty-five  dollars  a  day. 

Question.  What  did  you  pay  for  her  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Hall  bought  her,  or  rather  brought  her  to  the  atten- 
tion of  Mr.  Coblens.  Captain  Leslie,  the  city  commissioner,  sold  her 
to  Mr.  Coblens  from  the  city.  The  sale  bill  came  from  the  mayor, 
the  present  mayor  of  the  city,  for  $1,200.  I  do  not  want  yoa  to 
leave  the  Patapsco  without  letting  me  make  some  explanation. 

Question.  Toucan  do  so? 

Answer.  The  Patapsco  is  an  iron  boat,  built  by  Wells  &  Miller, 
whom  I  sent  for  to  make  particular  inquiries  in  reference  to  her.  She 
was  built  by  contract  by  Wells  &  Miller  for  South  America,  at  a  cost 
of  $10,000.  The  parties  who  sent  them  this  order  failed,  and  they 
had  the  boat  thrown  on  their  hands.     Mr.  Wells  told  me  that  she 
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cost  him  between  eight  and  nine  thousand  dollars,  and  if  the  sale  had 
been  consummated  he  would  have  made  a  very  poor  business  out  of  it. 
She  drew  but  three  feet  water.  She  is  an  iron  double  engine  boat. 
I  consider,  and  he  considers,  and  he  has  more  knowledge  of  such  mat- 
ters than  myself,  although  I  am  familiar  with  them,  that  she  was  a 
cheap  contract  at  $10,000.  The  city  (under  this  appropriation  by  Con- 
gress to  do  some  dredging  there)  bought  this  boat  at  about  $6,000.  She 
drew  three  feet  of  water.  They  put  a  false  keel  on  her,  making  her 
draw  four  and  a  half  feet.  After  the  appropriation  ceased,  this  and 
a  good  many  other  boats  were  thrown  on  the  hands  of  the  city.  She 
lay  in  that  condition  for  two  years.  It  was  then  that  she  was  bought 
at  $1,200.  The  bills  of  repairs  upon  her  amount,  as  I  can  establish, 
to  beyond  $5,000;  that  is  the  whole  cost,  including  the  $1,200 — be- 
tween five  and  six  thousand,  certainly  as  much  as  five,  that  is,  for  the 
repairs  and  first  cost,  ($1,200.)  The  expense  attending  her  has  been 
very  large  since,  and  it  has  not  been  a  very  profitable  business.  She 
has  required  very  large  repairs,  and  a  very  large  crew. 

Question.  Do  your  books  show  that  the  repairs  upon  her  amount 
to  between  five  and  six  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  I  say,  (including  the  first  cost,)  it  exceeds  that,  it  exceeds 
$5,000. 

Question.  We  have  testimony  here  showing  it  to  be  $2,700. 

Answer.  That  is  probably  one  of  the  bills.  It  simply  is  not  correct. 
I  wish  to  know  if  my  testimony  conflicts  in  any  way  with  any  other, 
and  I  think  it  simply  due  to  me  to  have  an  opportunity,  and  I  will 
produce  vouchers  for  everything  I  say. 

Question.  How  about  the  Haswell  ? 

Answer.  The  Haswell  was  bought  from  a  man  named  Johnson. 
She  cost  twenty-four  or  five  hundred  dollars,  and  incidentally  a  large 
bill  of  repairs.     To  what  extent  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  When  was  she  chartered  to  the  government  ? 

Answer.  Four  or  five  months,  or  may  be  six  months  previous  to  the 
purchase. 

Question.  Is  she  still  employed  by  the  government? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  It  was  several  months  previous  to  the  purchase 
by  Coblens  that  she  was  chartered. 

Question.  When  was  she  bought? 

Answer.  She  was  bought  after  the  Patapsco. 

Question.  How  long  afterwards  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  When  she  was  taken  into  the  employment  of  the  govern- 
ment how  much  was  she  chartered  for  ?  * 

Answer.  Forty  dollars  a  day. 

Question.  The  Delaware,  is  she  still  in  the  employment  of  the  gov- 
ernment ? 

Answer.  The  Delaware  was  a  very  large  barge.  She  was  sunk  at 
Lookout. 

Question.  How  much  was  she  chartered  at  per  day  ? 

Answer.  TheDelaware  and  Lioness  were  chartered  together — bought 
together.     They  had  been  in  charter  four  months  when  Mr.  Coblens 
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bought  them.  They  were  at  $115  a  day  for  the  two— forty-five  and 
seventy. 

Question.  What  has  become  of  the  Lioness  ? 

Answer.  The  Lioness  is  here  in  charge  of  Colonel  Bucker. 

Question.  Does  she  belong  to  Coblens  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  does  she  pay. 

Answer.  Forty-five  dollars  a  day. 

Question.  Did  Ooblens  pay  for  her  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  own  an  equal  interest? 

Answer.  I  have  an  equal  interest  with  him  in  both  those  boats. 

Question.  The  Fairy  Queen  ?^ 

Answer.  The  Fairy  Queen  is  in  Baltimore.  She  has  been  down  to 
Acquia  Creek,  but  she  is  back  in  Baltimore,  I  think. 

Question.  Is  she  in  the  employ  of  the  government? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  how  much  a  day  ? 

Answer.  At  forty  dollars? 

Question.  Are  you  interested  in  her  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Equally  with  Coblens. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  she  cost? 

Answer.  About  $5,000.  I  cannot  tell  you  particularly ;  may  be 
$6,600. 

Question.  The  James  Murray  ? 

Answer.  The  James  Murray  is  at  Hatteras  ;  at  least  I  presume  so. 

Question.  Is  she  in  the  employment  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  how  much  a  day  ? 

Answer.  She  is  getting  but  $75  a  day.  The  colonel  very  unfairly, 
I  think,  reduced  the  charter  there. 

Question.  When? 

Answer.  Two  or  three  months  ago. 

Question.  How  much  did  she  cost? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you,  sir.  We  own  her.  I  own  one-half  of 
three- fourths  of  her,  and  Mr.  Coblens  one-half  of  three-fourths. 

Question.  Who  owns  the  other  one-fourth  ? 

Answer.  The  captain. 

Question.  The  Miss  Mary  ? 

Answer.  The  Miss  Mary  is  at  Fortress  Monroe. 

Question.  How  much  did  she  cost. 

Answer.  She  cost  $1,260,  first  cost,  but  her  repairs,  &c.,  run  it  up 
to  $2,250  or  $2,300. 

Question.  How  much  is  she  chartered  for  ? 

Answer.  Twenty-five  dollars  a  day. 

Question.  Are  you  jointly  interested  in  her? 

Answer.  Not  jointly  interested.  I  have  a  distinct  interest  in  one- 
half.  My  interests  are  represented  by  bills  of  sale,  showing  a 
distinct  interest.  _  , 
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Question.  TheLilr? 

Answer.  She  is  also  at  Fortress  Monroe,  and  is  chartered  at  $35  a 
day.  I  have  an  interest  in  her.  I  would  say  in  reference  to  the 
Lily  and  the  Miss  Mary  I  made  those  charters.  The  Lily  is  making 
twenty  dollars  a  day  less  than  I  expected  to  have  got  and  shoald 
have  got,  and  the  Miss  Mary  about  ten  dollars  less.  It  is  impossible 
for  those  boats  to  make  any  money  at  those  rates. 

Question.  The  Telegraph  ? 

Answer.  The  Telegraph  is  at  Fort  Delaware. 

Question.  How  much  are  you  getting  for  her  ? 

Answer.  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  a  day. 

Question.  Do  you  own  her  ? 

Answer.  I  own  one-half  of  her.  I  originally  owned  one-third 
in  her. 

Question.  How  much  did  she  cost  ? 

Answer.  She  cost  $2,200  here ;  I  mean,  in  the  first  place,  she  cost 
$2,200.  She  had  a  bill  of  repairs  at  Muller's  of  about  $3,000,  and 
her  machinery  repairs  were  from  $2,500  to  $3,000  more.  She  cost  us 
seven  or  eight  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  Is  she  owned  by  you  and  Coblens  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  any  one  else  interested  in  her? 

Answer.  I  had  but  one-third  interest,  but  afterward  we  bought  out 
the  man  who  was  interested  one-third. 

Question.  The  Cecil  ? 

Answer.  The  Cecil  was  bought  by  Mr.  Coblens  from  a  man  named 
Bice  for  $5,000.  She  was  sunk  at  Fortress  Monroe,  and  has  been 
raised,  towed  up,  and  repaired  by  us  at  Baltimore. 

Question.  Is  she  now  in  the  employment  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  She  was  only  finished  on  Saturday,  if  on  Saturday. 

Question.  Is  she  in  the  employment  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  She  has  been  repairing  for  six  weeks  or  two  weeks— cer- 
tainly not. 

Question.  Have  you  or  Coblens,  or  you  and  Coblens  jointly,  re- 
ceived pay  for  any  vessels  whilst  they  have  been  undergoing  repairs  ? 

Answer.  I)o,  sir. 

Question.  Through  what  agents  were  those  boats  bought  ? 

Answer.  Through  Mr.  A.  C.  Hall,  many  of  them. 

Question.  Who  were  the  others  bought  through? 

Answer.  All  the  others  not  bought  through  Mr.  Hall  were 
bought  through  me. 

Question.  What  vessels  were  bought  through  you? 

Answer.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  other  agent  except  Mr.  Hall. 

Question.  Was  any  one  of  them  bought  through  you  and  not 
through  the  instrumentality  of  Mr.  Hall  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  What  one? 

Answer.  The  Telegraph. 

Question.  Is  there  any  other  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.     I  do  not  recollect  any  other. 

Question.  What  percentage  was  paid  to  Mr.  Hall  for  his2, 
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Answer.  Nothing,  ir.  He  got  his  commission  from  the  selling 
party,  which  is  usual. 

Question.  Are  you,  or  is  Cohlens,  paying  him  any  commission  on 
the  earnings  of  these  vessels. 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  And  no  more  ? 

Answer.  No  more  than  five  per  cent. 

Question.  So  long  as  they  continue  in  the  government  embloy  Hall 
is  entitled  to  five  per  cent,  of  the  earnings? 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  understand.  That  is  what  I  feel  bound 
to  carry  out  with  him. 

Question.  Do  you  know  through  what  inducement  you  and  Cob- 
lens  were  induced,  or  Coblens  alone,  was  induced  to  buy  the  Cecil  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  was  the  inducement? 

Answer.  Mr.  Hall  advised  me  to  buy  her.  He  had  a  fuss,  a 
quarrel,  with  the  previous  owner,  Mr.  Rice.  This  is  according  to 
Mr.  Bice's  statement,  not  mine,  and  I  do  not  want  to  be  considered 
as  indorsing  it.  He  had  some  difficulty,  however,  with  Mr.  Rice,  the 
former  owner.  He  came  to  me  and  advised  me  to  buy  the  Cecil.  I 
told  Mr.  Coblens  about  it.  He  went  in  and  had  a  talk  with  Mr. 
Hall,  and  the  conclusion  that  they  came  to  was  to  give  $5,000  for 
her.  Coblens  came  back  and  said,  '*  Go  right  oflF,  and  if  Rice  will  sell 
the  Cecil  for  $5,000^  buy  her."  I  got  into  the  carriage  and  went 
down  immediately  to  Mr.  Rice's.  He  is  in  Old  Town.  The  address 
came  from  [Mr.  Hall,  of  his  residence.  I  went  down  and  he  offered 
her  for  $5,000  and  would  not  take  less,  and  agreed  to  give  me  until 
next  morning  to  decide.  I  introduced  him  to  Mr.  Coblens  and  he 
and  Mr.  Coblens  concluded  the  purchase,  and  Mr.  Coblens  paid  for  her. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  Hall  telling  Coblens  that  if  he  did  not 
buy  her  he  would  cause  his  other  charter-parties  to  be  taken  away 
from  him? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  Hall  would  not  have  dared  to.  I  do  not  know 
of  any  such  thing.  Hall  would  not  have  dared  to  have  said  such  a 
thing  to  me,  and  I  think  Coblens  would  have  told  me  if  he  had  said 
it  to  him. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  his  declaring  that  he  would  have  the 
charter-party  to  Mr.  Rice  canceled  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  anything  of  the  kind.  Mr.  Rice, 
I  understand,  says  so,  but  that  is  very  absurd,  because  that  boat  was 
at  Fortress  Monroe,  and  it  was  a  charter-party  that  Hall  had  no  more 
control  over  than  I  had  at  the  time.  I  understand  that  Rice  says  so, 
however,  but  I  do  not  believe  it  is  the  truth. 

Question.  Was  not  Hall  a  kind  of  general  agent  there  for  the 
quartermaster  ? 

Answer.  Not  for  the  quartermaster,  I  think.  I  have  never  known 
his  agency^  as  agent  for  the  quartermaster,  to  be  recognized. 

Question.  Who  was  he  agent  for  ? 

Answer.  He  was  more  the  go-between  of  Colonel  Belger. 

Question.  Who  selected  Hall — was  it  Mr.  Tucker  or  Colonel  Belger  ? 

Answer.  I  think,  probably,  Mr.  Tucker  first  selected  him,  and 
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Colonel  Belger,  who  did  not  like  to  take  the  responsibility,  was  very 
glad  to  get  a  man  who  was  elected  by  higher  authority.  The  whole 
of  that  connexion  has  originated  in  that  way  ;  that  is  my  own  im- 
pression ;  I  do  not  know ;  I  have  no  donbt  that  that  is  the  governing 
motive  with  Colonel  Belger  in  reference  to  Hall. 

Question.  I  understand  that  there  is  no  general  partnership  between 
you  and  Coblens? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  But  in  these  vessels  there  is  a  special  partnership? 

Answer.  There  is  a  defined,  distinct  interest — yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  understand  that  he  has  advanced  the  money  with  which 
to  buy  the  vessels  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  you  have  attended  to  the  business? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  charge  a  commisnon  on  my  disburse- 
ments. 

Question.  Do  you  charge  a  commission  on  his  half? 

Answer.  I  charge  a  commission  on  the  vessel's  accounts — yes,  sir ; 
just  as  regularly  as  if  the  vessel  were  consigned  to  me. 

Question.  Is  your  commission  upon  the  whole  of  the  receipts  of 
the  vessel,  including  your  half,  or  do  you  mean,  by  your  commission, 
the  half  that  you  get  you  receive  in  lieu  of  a  commission  ? 

Answer.  I  charge  upon  the  whole  amount,  and  when  I  settle  the 
aooount — take  the  Baltimore  for  instance,  if  you  please — I  charge 
upon  all  my  disbursements  on  account  of  the  Baltimore.  There  are 
four  interests  in  the  Baltimore.  I  settle  that  account.  If  there  was 
$10^000  to  the  credit  of  that  account,  I  then  put  those  amounts  to  the 
credit  of  the  parties  in  accordance  with  their  interest.  Take  the  Tele- 
graph as  an  example.  The  Telegraph  had  three  interests.  Mr. 
Cahn  had  one-third,  Mr.  Coblens  one-third,  and  I  one-third.  I 
charged  a  commission  on  the  whole  of  her  disbursements. 

Question.  You  received  one-third  of  the  net? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  Coblens  one-third,  and  this  man  Cahn  one- 
third.     He  is  a  nephew  of  Coblens. 

Question.  Is  he  on  the  boat,  running  on  her? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  He  is  a  merchant  on  North  street,  Baltimore. 
He  does  some  business  there  and  has  some  little  money.  He  paid 
three  thousand  dollars  cash  for  his  interest. 

Question.  How  came  Coblens  to  form  this  sort  of  combination  with 
you,  or  you  with  him? 

Answer.  I  have  told  you  already  my  acquaintance  with  Coblens 
commenced  with  Colonel  Belger.  1  have  also  told  you  that  Colonel 
Belger  and  myself  had  some  difficulty,  and  I  told  him  that  I  would 
have  nothing  more  to  do  with  his  office.  Mr.  Coblens  then  said  he 
wanted  to  keep  up  the  business,  and  he  could  get  along  with  Colonel 
Belger  ;  he  was  too  ignorant  or  too  little  acquainted  with  business  to 
attend  to  such  matters  himself.  That  was  the  beginning  of  it,  and 
it  has  greatly  extended. 

Question.  Did  you  make  that  arrangement  with  Coblens  in  regard 
to  the  vessels,  as  well  as  in  regard  to  the  forage,  upon  the  recom- 
mendation oi  Colonel  Belger  ?  r^         T 
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Answer.  Please  do  not  understand  me  that  it  was  npon  the  recom- 
mendation of  Colonel  Belger  that  I  have  done  anything,  for  I  have 
done  nothing  upon  his  recommendation. 

Question.  I  thought  jou  said  joxx  did  in  regard  to  this  forage  ? 

Answer.  Then  I  have  incorrectly  stated  it.  My  relations  with 
Colonel  fielger  would  not  justify  me  in  stating  that  I  did  anything 
upon  his  recommendation.  I  intended  to  say  that  I  met  Mr.  Coblens 
at  his  office^  and  was  introduced,  or  rather  named  to  Coblens,  because 
there  was  no  introduction  whatever.  Colonel  Belger  says:  ^'Here 
is  a  perfect  Rothschild."  This  was  the  first  I  ever  saw  of  him.  He 
was  then  in  the  horse  business,  which  I  knew  nothing  about,  and  of 
course  co^ild  not  mix  myself  up  with.  When  Colonel  Belger  and 
myself  had  this  quarrel — for  it  was  a  quarrel,  it  was  rudeness  on  his 
part — I  said,  "  I  will  not  come  to  your  oflSce  any  more."  He  had 
worried  me  a  great  deal  in  providing  clerks  for  him.  I  had  no  profit 
resulting  from  it  at  all.  The  arrangement,  if  it  is  an  arrangement, 
was  as  casual  as  anything  you  can  imagine.  I  have  been  going  on 
with  my  regular  business— doing  my  regular  business.  He  proposed 
it.  He  said  he  could  raise  money  and  put  me  in  funds  to  do  the 
business.  He  has  so  much  confidence  in  me  that  I  think  he  would  be 
satisfied  with  anything  I  would  do.  He  has  great  confidence  in  my 
judgment,  and  if  Mr.  Coblens  has  had  any  success  in  the  business  he 
is  doing,  it  is  very  much 

Question.  How  happens  it  that  Coblens  should  have  had  such  con- 
fidence in  you  when  he  did  not  know  you  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Question.  Who  recommended  yon  to  Coblens? 

Answer.  Upon  my  word  I  don't  know.  I  can  only  tell  yon  all  that 
occurred.  Coblens  was  sitting  in  Colonel  Belger's  office,  rather  in 
the  back  corner,  and  Belger  in  his  rough  way  called  out,  ^ 'There  is  a 
perfect  Rothschild,  and  there  is  a  man  who  will  have  my  business," 
or  ''who  is  doing  business  for  me,"  or  something  of  the  kind.  But 
there  was  no  arrangement  that  was  ever  proposed — no  recommenda- 
tion of  an  arrangement. 

Question.  You  went  into  the  business  upon  that  declaration  of  Bel- 
ger, that  Coblens  was  to  do  his  business  ? 

Answer.  I  went  into  an  isolated  matter.  Coblens  says,  "I  want 
ten  thousand  bushels  of  oats ;  here  is  the  money  to  buy  it  with."  I 
bought  it  and  charged  it  and  put  the  money  to  his  credit.  The  next 
day  he  would  want  five  thousand  bushels  of  oats  or  corn.  The  busi- 
ness has  gradually  gone  on  in  that  way  until  it  resulted  in  Mr.  Hall 
proposing  to  Mr.  Coblens  to  buy  a  steamboat,  and  Coblens  coming  to 
me  to  know  whether  he  should  do  it,  and  saying  he  would  do  it  pro- 
vided I  would  take  an  interest.  From  that  time  up  to  the  present 
the  forage  business  has  been  a  secondary  matter  entirely,  and  of  very 
little  importance. 

Question.  In  whose  name  is  the  business  transacted  ? 

Answer.  Under  the  name  of  Coblens.  I  have  not  collected  a  dollar 
from  the  government,  that  is  to  say,  I  have  never  collected  a  cent 
since  the  business  commenced. 

Question.  Are  the  charter-parties  in  Coblens's  name? 
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Answer.  Tea,  sir,  except  where  they  are  transferred. 

Question.  They  were  all  originally  in  his  name  or  else  assigned  to 
him. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  except  the  Lily  and  Miss  Mary,  which  I  told  you 
I  had  chartered.  They  are  recent  charters,  just  made.  The  charters 
were  only  received  on  Saturday  from  Colonel  Thomas. 

Question.  The  business  is  all  transacted  in  Coblens's  name  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir,  altogether. 

Question.  Is  the  bank  account  kept  in  his  name? 

Answer.  He  keeps  his  own  bank  account. 

Question.  Ton  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  nothing  whatever.  I  know  nothing  whatever 
about  it. 

Question.  He  furnishes  all  the  money  ? 

Answer.  He  should  furnish  all  the  money,  but  he  has  not  done  it. 

Question.  You  get  one  half  of  the  profits  arising  from  the  trans- 
action ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  get  my  proportion. 

Question.  You  own  as  much  as  he  does  of  all  these  vessels  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  do,  except  in  the  case  of  the  Telegraph.  I  do 
there  since  we  bought  Cahn  out. 

Question.  Then  you  get  the  same  amount  of  profit  that  he  does. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  get  a  little  more ;  I  charge  my  commission. 

Question.  In  addition  to  your  share  of  the  profits,  do  you  get  your 
commissions  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  there  or  have  there  been  any  vessels,  to  your  knowl- 
edge, chartered  in  Baltimore,  except  through  Mr.  Hall  ? 

Answer.  Indeed  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it,  sir.  I  cannot  tell 
you.  I  think  Mr.  Hall  has  done  everything.  It  has  been  a  matter 
of  surprise  to  me  that  he  should,  but  I  think  he  has  done  everything. 

Question.  Is  it  understood  there  that  vessels  have  to  be  chartered 
through  him  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so  ;  I  believe  so. 

Question.  How  large  a  percentage  does  he  charge  ? 

Answer.  He  charges  at  least  five  per  cent,  for  everything,  and  I 
have  heard  he  charges  more. 

Question.  What  is  the  highest  he  has  charged  ? 

Answer.  I  really  cannot  tell ;  fifteen  per  cent.,  may  be ;  twenty  per 
cent,  possibly. 

Question.  Who  has  he  charged  that  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Question.  Who  have  you  understood  have  been  charged  that  much 
by  him  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you  that ;  it  is  very  vague  that  I  have  heard 
even  that ;  I  cannot  fix  it.  I  have  purposely  kept  aloof ;  and  Hall 
himself  is  exceedingly  secret  in  what  he  does,  and  then  he  gives 
wrong  directions  in  reference  to  matters  that  would  mislead. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  paid  to  any  employes  in  Colonel  Belger's 
office  any  money  or  made  them  any  present  ? 
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Answer.  I  have  had  no  occasion  to  do  so,  sir ;  I  have  had  no  inter- 
oonrse  with  them  at  all. 

Question.  That  is  not  an  answer  to  my  question. 

Answer.  I  have  not,  sir. 

Question.  How  came  Mr.  McFarlane  to  be  interested  in  the  Bal- 
timore ? 

Answer.  Mr.  McFarlane  made  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Coblens, 
by  which  he  was  to  buy  one- fourth  of  the  Baltimore;  what  the  arrange- 
ment was,  I  don't  know.  I  only  know  this,  that  Mr.  McFarlane 
brought  a  certificate  down  and  handed  it  to  Coblens,  and  Coblens 
brought  it  in  to  me  to  look  at,  and  I  saw  it.  It  was  a  twelve  months 
certificate  for  |6,000  of  the  government.  Mr.  Coblens  told  me  that 
he  got  the  balance  in  money. 

Question.  Did  McFarlane  put  that  certificate  in  as  part  of  the  pur- 
chase money  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Coblens  told  me  so,  sir ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  did. 
I  am  sure  he  did. 

Question.  Mr.  McFarlane  was  one  of  the  clerks  in  Colonel  Belger's 
office? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  clerk  or  employ6  of  the  gov- 
ernment being  interested  in  any  of  these  boats^  directly  or  indirectly  ? 

Answer.   I  do  not,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  any  of  them  are,  sir.     In 
'  any  of  these  boats  of  ours,  I  am  sure  they  are  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  their  being  interested  in  any  other  boata 
or  vessels  of  any  description  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  know  nothing  whatever  of  the  kind.  I  don't 
think  any  of  them  there  are  able  to  do  any  such  thing. 

Question.  Who  is  the  Colonel  Bell  who  you  say  owns  a  part  of  the 
Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you,  except  that  be  lives  at  Fortress  Monroe. 
I  have  seen  him  but  twice. 

Question.  What  does  he  do  at  Fortress  Monroe  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Of  what  place  is  he  a  native  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  know  he  has  lived  in  California,  and 
he  seems  to  be  a  very  gentlemanly,  decent  man.  I  have  seen  him 
twice  at  my  own  counting-room.  Mr.  Coblens  brought  him  there.  1 
think  I  may  have  seen  him  three  times.  I  know  nothing  whatever 
about  the  man.  Captain  Hunt's  letter  said  that  Mr.  Coblens  knew 
all  about  Colonel  Bell,  and  Coblens  seems  to  know  all  about  him. 

Question.  How  did  Coblens  indicate  that  he  knew  all  about  him  ? 

Answer.  He  went  off  and  had  a  bill  of  sale  made  to  him,  and  asked 
me  to  send  it  to  Captain  Hunt^  which  I  did.  That  would  be  conclu- 
sive to  my  mind  that  he  was  disposed  to  trust  him. 

Question.  Did  he  say  that  he  knew  all  about  him? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  he  did. 

Question.  Did  he  say  that  he  knew  who  he  was  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  said  that  he  knew  who  he  was.  I  think  he 
said  that  Captain  Talmadge  introduced  Colonel  Bell  to  him  at  For- 
tress Monroe.    He  stays  a  great  deal  at  Fortress  Monroe.^ 
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Qnestion.  Has  that  interest  ever  been  paid  for  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  not  a  cent. 

Question.  Has  the  boat  earned  it  for  him? 

Answer.  About,  sir.  I  can't  tell  you  ;  the  aooount  has  not  been 
settled  up.  It  would  not  vary  much  either  way,  if  she  has  not  earned 
it  now  ;  I  think  she  has. 

Question.  What  have  been  Goblens's  profits  on  these  boat  transac- 
tions ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  made  an  estimate  in  order  to  arrive  at 
his  profits  ;  as  I  told  yon,  the  actual  profit  upon  forage  is  less  than 
$6,000.  That  is  determined  ;  it  is  less  than  $6,000.  As  to  his  profits 
on  his  vessels,  all  his  vessels  are  worth,  by  a  liberal  estimate  of  value, 
$64,000  ;  that  is  leaving  out  the  Cecil.  Mr.  Goblens's  profits  will  be 
from  $25,000  to  $30,000  if  that  valuation  is  obtained  ;  if  it  is  exceeded, 
it  will  be  more ;  but  under  no  conceivable  circumstances  has  Mr.  Cob- 
lens  made  over  forty  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  What  per  cent,  did  you  charge  Coblens  ? 

Answer.  I  charge  him  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  in  some  cases  upon 
disbursements,  and  five  per  cent,  upon  receipts — just  the  Board  of 
Trade  regulation.  It  is  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  upon  disbursements 
when  I  charge  upon  them,  and  five  per  cent,  upon  receipts.  That 
was  the  motive  of  my  own  mind.  I  wanted  to  keep  up  my  commis- 
sion business.  My  business  was  destroyed,  or  very  much  of  it,  by  the 
war. 

Question.  How  much  does  your  percentage  amount  to — ^your  com- 
missions on  the  transaction  of  Coblens' s  business? 

Answer.  Not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars.  I  speak  in  round 
numbers.  I  do  not  know,  however.  I  would  have  to  look  particu- 
larly. 

Question.  That  is  the  amount  of  your  commissions  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  say  ten  thousand  dollars.  It  would  not 
vary  much  from  that.  It  may  be  a  little  less  or  more.  .Coblens's 
profits  cannot,  under  any  circumstances,  exceed  $40,000,  provided 
those  prices  are  realized  for  the  boats. 

Question.  That  depends  on  how  long  the  boats  continue  in  service? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  He  has  realized  $40,000  already? 

Answer.  He  will  realize  $40,000  if  the  valuation  whiish  I  have  put 
upon  the  boats  is  obtained.  I  do  not  say  that  he  has.  I  think  about 
$30,000  ;  but  it  cannot  exceed  $40,000  under  any  circumstances.  I 
don't  think  it  will  exceed  $30,000. 

Question.  Tou  say  you  have  made  a  calculation.  What  are  the 
daily  receipts  now  from  those  boats  owned  by  you  together  ? 

Answer.  $580 — say  $560,  as  the  Cecil  is  out ;  I  think  probably 
'  not  quite  so  much,  but  not  exceeding  that.     I  do  not  include  in  that 
$660  the  interest  that  these  men,  McFarlane  and  Bell  and  the  cap- 
tain, have  in  these  vessels.     The  receipts  would  be  to  that   extent 
larger.     I  speak  of  the  money  that  Coblens  himself  would  get. 

Question.  You  do  not  include  in  that  the  boats  that  are  for  the 
present  moment  withdrawn  from  the  service? 

Answer.  No,  air. 
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Question.  You  cannot  state  who  it  was  that  assisted  in  bringing 
you  and  Goblejis  together,  so  as  to  form  this  partnership  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir,  I  can  ;  I  have  done  so ;  I  say  he  was  brought  to 
my  notice  by  Colonel  Belger. 

Question.  By  no  one  else  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  And  only  at  the  interview  of  which  yon  have  spoken  ? 

Answer.  That  is  all,  sir ;  and  then  I  explained  that  I  had  posi- 
tively declined  having  anything  to  do  with  Colonel  Belger  ;  I  could 
not  deal  with  him  ;  I  do  not  see  how  any  gentleman  can  ;  that  is  the 
fact  about  it ;  I  cannot  see  how  any  one  can  have  intercourse  with 
him. 

Question.  Is  any  person  to  have,  by  any  contract  or  agreement, 
express  or  implied,  any  part  of  the  profits  that  you  are  to  receive 
from  these  transactions  with  Coblens  ? 

Answer.  Not  a  cent,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  under  any  obligation,  express  or  implied,  legal, 
equitable,  or  honorable,  to  pay  any  person  any  portion  of  these 
profits?  ^ 

Answer.  I  am  not,  sir ;  such  a  thing  has  never  been  intimated  to 
me. 

Question.  Has  Mr.  Coblens  ever  expressed  any  dissatisfaction  with 
the  arrangement  that  he  has  made  with  you? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  on  the  contrary,  I  think  he  has  congratulated 
himself  very  often  upon  it ;  I  think  he  is  very  much  pleased  with  it ; 
if  he  has  complained,  I  am  not  aware  of  it ;  he  always  had  it  in  his 
power  to  terminate  it,  because  everything  was  in  his  own  hands  ;  he 
could  have  terminated  it  any  day. 

Question.  Does  Mr.  Coblens  keep  a  bookkeeper? 
^nswer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  he  does ;  if  he  does  I  am  not 
aware  of  it. 

Question.  He  cannot  read  or  write  himself. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  he  writes  German  very  well. 

Question.  Can  he  write  English  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  don't  think  he  can ;  he  can  neither  read  nor 
write  it.  He  can  write  his  name  very  well.  He  knows  figures  very 
well ;  he  has  wonderful  cleverness  in  figures,  and  his  whole  soul  is 
wrapped  up  in  money  ;  he  is  the  fondest  man  of  money  that  I  ever 
knew,  and  the  kindest  hearted  man. 

JOHN  F.  PICKRELL. 
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Washington,  Monday^  January  12,  1863. 
Captain  Henby  C.  Hodoes,  being  daly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  What  is  yonr  rank  and  position  7 

Answer.  Assistant  qnartermaater  in  the  United  States  army. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  service  ? 

Answer.  I  entered  West  Point  in  1847.  I  graduated  in  1851.  I 
have  been  in  the  army  over  eleven  years;  twelve  years  next  July  as 
a  commissioned  officer. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment? 

Answer.  I  was  appointed  assistant  quartermaster  May  13,  1861. 

Question.  What  connexion  have  you  had  with  chartering  trans- 
ports for  the  United  States  army;  and  when  did  your  connexion  with 
the  transportation  business  commence  ? 

Answer.  On  the  20th  day  of  February,  1862,  I  received  from  the 
quartermaster  general  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  General 
Meigs,  the  following  telegraphic  despatch : 

'*  Report  in  person  at  410  Walnut  street,  Philadelphia,  to  Assist- 
ant Secretary  John  Tucker,  on  Friday  morning,  without  fail." 

Question.  Did  you  report  yourself  in  obedience  to  that  order  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  remain  in  Philadelphia  7 

Answer.  We  remained  in  Philadelphia  Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday, 
and  Monday.  We  either  left  Monday  night  or  Tuesday  night. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  any  vessels  there  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  were  a  great  many  vessels  taken  up 
there. 

Question.  For  what  expedition  ? 

Answer.  For  the  expedition  of  General  McClellan. 

Question.  Sailing  vessels  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  steamers  and  some  barges. 

Question.  Through  whom  were  those  mostly  chartered  7 

Answer.  They  were  chartered,  I  think,  some  through  Captain  Lo- 
per,  some  through  Mr.  Thomas  Clyde,  some  through  Mr.  Flanagan, 
some  through  Mr.  Bishop,  some  through  Tyler,  Stone  &,  Co. ;  they 
chartered  a  couple  of  schooners. 

Question.  How  many  did  you  charter  from  Tyler,  Stone  &  Co.? 

Answer.  I  think  only  two  schooners. 

Question.  How  many  did  you  charter  through  Thomas  Clyde,  jr.  ? 

Answer.  Six  propellers  from  Mr.  Thomas  Clyde.  I  don't  think  it 
is  '*  jr."     1  do  not  have  it  so  on  my  memorandum. 

Question.  How  many  did  you  charter  through  Bishop  &  Co.  ? 

Answer.  Those  were  mostly  schooners.  I  don't  think  there  were 
any  steamers  among  them  at  all. 

Question.  How  many  through  Richard  F.  Loper? 
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Answer.  They  were  originally  chartered  in  the  name  of  William 
M.  Baird,  treasurer,  and  the  charter-parties  were  made  payable  to 
him,  (Loper.)  He  (Baird)  was  treasurer  of  the  company.  There 
were  six  originally,  but  he  withdrew  two.  He  could  not  get  them 
out  of  some  place  that  they  were  in.  So  there  were  four — ^the  Queen, 
the  Novelty,  the  Sarah,  the  Tacony. 

Question.  What  connexion  had  Captain  Loper  with  chartering  the 
vessels  by  Thomas  Clyde,  jr.,  &  Co.  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  he  had  any.  I  did  not  know  of  his  having 
any. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  Captain  Loper  receiving  a  commission 
from  Thomas  Clyde  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  did  not  know  of  any  commission  being  paid 
to  Mr.  Loper  by  anybody  in  the  world. 

Question.  What  other  vessels  have  you  chartered  from  Captain 
Loper  besides  those  ? 

Answer.  I  think  those  are  the  only  ones. 

Question.  What  other  vessels  have  you  chartered  from  Captain 
Loper  at  any  time  since  then,  or  upon  his  recommendation,  besides 
those  you  have  mentioned  ? 

Answer.  Captain  Loper  was  with  Mr.  Tucker  all  the  time,  and  he 
inspected  the  steamers  in  New  York. 

Question.  For  what  expedition  was  this  ? 

Answer.  This  same  expedition — McClellan's.  He  went  on  to  New 
York  with  us.  I  cannot  tell  you  the  names  exactly.  He  must  have 
looked  at  almost  all  the  vessels,  but  we  took  iii  New  York  the  steam- 
ers mostly  from  the  owners  of  the  vessels,  as  far  as  I  know.  They 
were  submitted  by  the  owners  and  said  to  carry  so  and  so. 

Question.  Were  Mr.  Tucker  and  you  present  in  New  York  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Tucker  carried  on  the  business  in  my  office  in  New 
York  city. 

Question.  He  took  Captain  Loper  on  with  him  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  Captain  Loper  went  on  with  him. 

Question.   Captain  Loper  examined  the  vessels? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  inspected  the  vessels. 

Question.  Did  he  personally  inspect  them  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  did — a  great  many  of  them. 

Question.  He  recommended  them  to  Mr.  Tucker  for  rejection  or 
approval  7 

Answer.  He  would  say  whether  they  came  up  to  what  the  owners 
said  they  would  do  or  not. 

Question.  Did  he  reject  any  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  there  were  several  rejected. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  ones  7 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  cannot  tell  all  the  names  now,  it  is  so  long  ago. 
We  had  the  bids  of  almost  every  person  for  this  expedition,  in  an- 
swer to  the  advertisement  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  There  was  an 
almost  innumerable  quantity  of  bids,  and  they  were  selected  from. 
It  was  so  long  ago  that  I  can't  remember  the  names.  I  know  there 
were  rejections,  however. 
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Question.  Who  paid  Captain  Loper  for  his  services  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  received  any  pay.  My  impression  is 
that  he  did  not  receive  any. 

Question.  It  was  a  mere  gratuity  on  his  part  ? 

Answer.  So  I  understood. 

Question.  He  was  acting  from  patriotism  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  He  said  so? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  told  me  he  got  nothing  for  it,  and  he  did  not 
want  anything.  He  was  willing  to  give  his  services  to  the  govern- 
ment. 

Question.  Did  he  say  that  all  he  had  done,  in  connexion  with  the 
charter  and  purchase  of  vessels,  was  done  gratuitously  for  govern- 
ment? 

Answer,  I  so  understood  him. 

Question.  Was  he  in  the  habit  of  making  declarations  of  that  sort 
frequently — of  his  pure  patriotism? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  about  that. 

Question.  In  connexion  with  his  services  to  the  government? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  about  that.  I  have  heard  him  more  than 
once  say  that. 

Question.  Was  there  any  vessel  chartered  in  New  York  except 
upon  the  recommendation  of  Captain  Loper  Z 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  almost  all  of  them — a  great  many  of  them. 

Question.  Without  his  recommendation  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  schooners. 

Question.  Any  steamers? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  do  not  think  he  inspected  all  of  them;  and  I 
think  that  men  who  came  there  like  Mr.   Drew  or   Captain  Acker, 
who  represented  their  bo^ts  to  be  so  and  so,  were  regarded  as  men. 
of  soundness  and  truth,  who  would  not  state  anything  that  was  not  so. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  anybody  chartering  these  steamers  at  that 
time  except  through  Mr.  Drew,  and  Mr.  Acker,  and  Mr.  Powers,  and 
that  North  River  Company,  and  through  the  recommendation  of  Cap- 
tain Loper  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  were;  but  I  will  have  to  refer  to  this  book 
which  I  have  here.  Mr.  Richardson  chartered  the  steamer  Massa- 
chusetts in  New  York.  I  cannot  say  that  she  was  chartered  on  the 
recommendation  of  any  of  those  gentlemen  you  name.  Here  is  Mr. 
Thomas  CoUyer,  an  old  steamboat  man,  since  dead.  He  chartered 
the  May  Queen  and  the  Cinderella. 

Question.  Where  is  she  now  ? 

Answer.   I  think  she  is  discharged. 

Question.  Who  chartered  her — you? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  pay  for  her? 

Answer.  Three  hundred  dollars  a  day,  I  think. 

Question.  For  how  long  a  time  was  she  chartered  ? 

Answer.  Thirty  days  or  longer. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  the  propeller  George  Washington?   t 
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Answer.  I  think  not.     No,  sir. 

Question.  Then  there  were  two  vessels  chartered  there — the  Mas- 
sachusetts and  the  May  Queen — that  were  not  chartered  on  the  re- 
commendation of  either  of  these  parties? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  think  more.  The  J.  M.  Lewis  was  char- 
tered by  Wm.  Goodrich.  I  do  not  know  that  she  was  chartered  upon 
the  recommendation  of  any  of  these  gentlemen. 

Question.   Do  you  know  that  she  was  not? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.   What  vessels  were  chartered  upon  the  recommendation 
of  Captain  Loper? 
,    Answer.  That  I  cannot  tell. 

Question.  How  many  do  you  think  were  chartered  upon  his  recom- 
mendation ? 

Answer.   Well,  I  cannot  give  the  number. 

Question.   Did  you  charter  the  Metamora  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Upon  whose  recommendation  ? 

Answer.  I  chartered  her  by  the  direction  of  Mr.  Tucker,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  War. 

Question.  Did  anybody  recommend  her  except  Mr.  Tucker? 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  whether  they  did  or  not. 

Question.   Was  she  inspected  by  Captain  Loper  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  She  was  in  Washington  at  the  time.  She  was 
already  taken  up  by  the  quartermaster's  department. 

Question.   Do  you  know  who  first  took  her  up? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  what  quartermaster.  She  was  taken  up 
here  in  Washington.     I  cannot  say  by  whom. 

Question.  Do  you  know  to  whom  she  belonged  ? 

Answer.  I  think  she  belongs,  or  a  portion  of  her,  to  Captain  Acker. 
•I  so  understood. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  owns  the  balance  of  her  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  inspect  her? 

Answer.  No,  sir.     I  never  saw  the  boat  in  my  life. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  her  inspected  ? 

Answer.  No.  sir. 

Question.  You  say  you  were  directed  by  John  Tucker  to  charter 
her? 

Answer.   Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  fix  the  price  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.   What  was  the  price  ? 

Answer.  Four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a  day. 

Question.   Was  she  chartered  by  you  or  Mr.  Tucker  ? 

Answer.  By  me. 

Question.  Did  you  sign  all  the  charter-parties  of  all  the  vessels 
chartered  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  the  Baltimore? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.   Of  whom? 

Answer.  She  was  sent  in  on  a  list  by  A.  C.  Hall,  I  think. 

Question.  Who  directed  you  to  charter  her? 

Answer.  Mr.  Tucker. 

Question.   Did  you  charter  the  Patapsco  ? 

Answer.  I  think  she  is  on  this  list. 

Question.  Please  read  your  list. 

Answer.  I  will  read  you  the  list  of  side-wheel  steamers :  The 
Cecil;  the  Columbia;  the  Kent;  the  Pioneer;  the  Lioness;  the  Ports- 
mouth; the  Pacific;  the  Georgia;  the  Wilson  Small;  the  Juniata;  the 
Atlantic;  the  Pendulum;  the  Ariel;  the  John  A.  Warner;  the  Nellie 
Baker;  the  Emperor;  the  Argo;  the  Kennebec;  the  Massachusetts: 
the  Cinderella,  alias  May  Queen;  the  West  End;  the  J.  M.  Lewis; 
the  Nantucket;  the  C.  Vanderbilt;  the  Commodore;  the  Achilles; 
the  T.  V.  Arrowsmith;  the  State  of  Maine;  the  Canonicus:  the 
Saturn;  the  Nauchon;  the  Mystic;  the  North  America;  the  Catskill; 
the  Hero;  the  Edwin  Lewis;  the  Flushing;  the  Herald;  the  John 
Farron;  ihe  Bush  wick;  the  Jenny  Lind;  the  Knickerbocker;  the 
John  Brooks;  the  Elm  City;  the  South  America;  the  Donelson;  the 
Daniel  Webster.  The  Daniel  Webster  is  a  steamer  that  I  know  was 
not  taken  on  the  recommendation  of  any  of  those  gentlemen. 

Question.  Were  those  that  you  have  already  recited  taken  by  the 
direction  of  John  Tucker? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  all  of  them.     Every  vessel  was  so  taken. 

Question.  I  understand  that  you  were  the  mere  clerical  agent 
through  whom  these  aflfairs  were  transacted  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  also  was  consulted  and  conferred  with  by 
Mr.  Tucker. 

Question.  You  were  there  to  give  official  sanction  to  the  charter- 
party  ? 

Answer.   Yes,  sir.     I  can  show  you  my  instructions. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  the  Haswell  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.     She  was  sent  to  North  Carolina. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  the  Fairy  Queen  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  The  James  Murray  ? 

Answer.   No.  sir. 

Question.  The  Telegraph  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  My  instructions,  to  which  I  alluded,  were  as^ 
follows: 

**  War  Department, 
''Washington  City,  D.  (7.,  February  19,  1862. 

**  Captain  Hodges,  assistant  quartermaster,  will  proceed  to  Phila- 
delphia and  meet  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  John  Tucker, 
and,  under  his  advice,  will  charter  such  vessels  as  may  be  by  him 
selected  for  service. 

'*The  vessels  chartered  to  be  ordered  to  proceed  to  Annapolis,  fully 
provisioned,  and  with  water  for  their  full  capacity  of  horses  or  pas- 
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sengers  for  ten  days,  and  report  for  orders  to  Colonel  Ingalls,  or  his 
representative. 

**  Rates  of  charter  for  schooners  not  to  exceed  eleven  cents  per  ton 
(cuptora-house  measurement)  per  day.  Charters  to  be  for  thirty  days, 
with  privilege  of  extension. 

**Por  propellers  and  light-draught  steamers  it  is  not  possible  to  fix  a 
rate.  The  oflFers  received  under  the  advertisement  of  the  War  De- 
partment vary  from  fifty  cents  to  one  dollar  per  ton  per  day.  They 
should  be  provisioned  and  watered  for  their  full  complement  of  pas- 
sengers or  horses,  according  to  the  service  for  which  they  may  be 
intended,  for  ten  days.  Charters  to  be  for  thirty  days,  with  privilege 
of  extension. 

**A11  expenses,  except  coal,  to  be  borne  by  the  owners,  excepting, 
also,  port  charges,  after  leaving  the  port  at  which  chartered. 

**The  war  risk  will  be  borne  by  the  United  States,  the  marine  risk 
by  the  owners,  until,  under  orders,  they  are  south  of  Cape  Henry, 
the  southern  cape  of  Chesapeake  bay,  after  which  the  marine  risk 
will  be  borne  by  the  United  States  until  they  reach  that  latitude  on 
their  return. 

**Captain  Hodges  will  report  daily  to  the  quartermaster  general  the 
progress  made  in  this  work.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 
vessels  be  at  Annapolis  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

**The  instructions  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  Tucker,  in 
this  business,  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  as  though  from  the  quar- 
master  general. 

**M.   C.  MEIGS, 
*  *  Quartermaster  General. ' ' 

Question.  You  had  no  discretion,  then,  as  to  the  character  of  the 
vessel  or  the  price  at  which  she  was  to  be  furnished,  other  than  the 
instructions  that  might  be  furnished  to  you  by  Mr.  John  Tucker,  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  considered  myself  entirely  under  his  orders. 
He  often  consulted  with  me,  and  did  nothing,  that  I  knw  of,  without 
letting  me  know  what  it  was ;  but  then  he  was  the  superior. 

Question.  And  all  the  vessels  chartered  at  that  time  for  that  expe- 
dition were  chartered  under  his  direction? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  by  his  express  authority. 

Question.  As  to  price  ? 

Answer.  Prices  and  everything  were  fixed  by  him. 

Question.  And  the  vessels  were  selected  by  him? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

•Question.  How  happened  Mr.  John  Tucker  to  take  Captain  Loper 
with  him  from  Philadelphia  to  examine  these  vessels  at  New  York? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  suppose  he  had  confidence  in  Captain 
Loper,  he  being  an  old  shipmaster,  and  he  had  been  an  old  trans- 
portation agent  of  the  quartermaster's  department  during  the  Mexi- 
can war,  when  he  was  under  the  ojders  of  General  Jesup.  He  had 
charge  of  the  business  in  Philadelphia.  I  suppose  it  was  his  long 
experience-     That  is  the  only  reason  that  I  know  of. 
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Question.  Can  you  tell  which  of  the  vessels  chartered  in  New  York 
were  chartered  upon  the  recommendation  and  advice  of  Captain 
Leper? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  don't  remember  any  particular  ones. 

Question.  Can  you  tell  which  were  chartered  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion and  advice  of  Captain  Acker? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  any  were  taken  upon  Captain  Acker's  re- 
commendation, except  those  that  he  chartered  himself. 

Question.  What  did  he  charter  himself? 

Answer.  He  chartered  the  Metamora. 

Qustion.  Did  he  not  charter  the  John  Brooks  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  think  not. 

Question.  Who  did? 

Answer.  Mr.  Pitz  Smith. 

Question.   What  was  the  John  Brooks  chartered  at  ? 

Answer.  At  |800  a  day.  Mr.  Fitz  Smith  was  president.  His  ad- 
dress was  Norwich,  Connecticut.  I  don't  think  that  Captain  Acker 
had  anything  to  do  with  her. 

Question.  Were  any  others  chartered  by  him  except  the  Metamora  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  that  time.     Subsequently  he  did. 

Question.  Where  have  you  been  stationed  during  the  past  year? 

Answer.  At  New  York  city. 

Question.  All  the  time  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  from  about  the  14th  or  15th  of  September. 

Question.  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  getting  up  the  Butler  ex- 
pedition ? 

Answer,  No,  sir.     I  furnished  none  whatever  for  it. 

Question.  Any  for  the  Burnside  expedition  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Any  for  the  Port  Royal  expedition  ? 

Answer.   No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  chartered  any  vessels  since  the  McClellan  ex- 
pedition ? 

Answer.  I  have  since  it  started,  but  it  was  for  the  same  expedi- 
tion. 

Question.  Have  you  chartered  any  vessels  during  the  last  four 
months  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not,  sir.  I  think  the  last  vessels  I  chartered  were 
in  August  for  this  same  expedition,  to  get  them  away  from  the  Penin- 
sula. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  chartered  the  George  Washington  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  the  May  Queen  or  Cinderella  ? 

Answer.  I  would  not  be  certain. 

Question.  Who  recommended  you  to  charter  her? 

Answer.  Mr.  Thomas  CoUyer.  I  think  he  came  to  the  office  him- 
self, or  had  her  oflFered.  He  had  a  proposal  in,  I  think,  sir.  She  was 
offered  to  the  War  Department,  through  a  regular  proposal,  in  answer 
to  an  advertisement. 


Question.  Who  examined  her  ? 
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Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Tucker  direct  you  to  charter  her? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  Banks  expe- 
dition? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  charter  a  vessel  for  it. 

Question.  Have  you  been  stationed  at  any  time  during  the  last 
twelve  months  at  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not.  I  passed  through  Baltimore  last  year  at  the 
time  this  expedition  first  started. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  remain  at  Baltimore  at  that  time? 

Answer.  About  twenty-four  hours. 

Question.  Who  ordered  you  to  go  to  Baltimore  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Tucker. 

Question.  Why  were  you  taken  to  Baltimore  to  complete  those 
charter-parties  ? 

Answer.  They  had  to  be  completed  there  because  the  parties  from 
whom  they  were  chartered  lived  there. 

Question.  Why  were  they  not  taken  through  Colonel  Belger,  the 
regular  quartermaster  at  that  city  ? 

Answer.  Because  I  was  put  on  duty  with  Mr.  Tucker  to  charter 
these  vessels.  They  were  all  for  the  same  expedition.  I  suppose 
that  was  the  reason. 

Question.  Were  there  any  vessels  chartered  for  that  expedition, 
except  through  you  and  Mr.  Tucker? 

Answer.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Were  there  none  chartered  at  Baltimore  other  than 
those  signed  by  you  for  this  expedition  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  say  that  there  were.  I  do  not  know  that  there 
were.     There  may  have  been. 

Question.  Were  any  chartered  in  New  York  or  Boston  for  this  ex- 
pedition other  than  through  you  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  What  became  of  the  bids  that  you  say  were  presented 
in  New  York  and  Philadelphia  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  certain  whether  I  have  them  in  my  possession 
or  whether  I  returned  them  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War;  either 
one  or  the  other. 

Question.  Can  you  produce  them,  if  you  have  them  in  your  posses- 
sion? 

Answer.  T  can. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  person,  directly  or  indirectly,  re- 
ceiving any  pay,  or  the  promise  of  any  pay,  or  anything  of  value,  for 
securing  charter-parties  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  consideration  Captain  Loper  received  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not.     I  did  not  know  that  he  received  any  at  all. 

Question.  What  did  he  represent  in  regard  to  his  services? 

Answer.  As  far  as  he  was  connected  with  us — Mr.  Tucker  and  my- 
self— he  said  he  got  nothing  for  it;  that  he  was  willing  to  give  his 
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services.  If  he  could  be  of  any  use  to  the  government,  he  was  willing 
to  do  so.  Mr.  Tucker  told  him  he  was  to  get  no  pay,  but  wanted  his 
services.     Captain  Loper  willingly  agreed  to  this. 

Question.  Through  what  agent  was  the  Burnside  expedition  gpt 
up  and  the  vessels  chartered  ? 

Answer.  That  I  do  not  know.  I  think  Captain  Loper  had  a  good 
deal  to  do  with  it.     I  have  heard  him  say  so. 

Question.  Who  signed  the  charter-parties  as  agent  of  the  quarter- 
master ? 

Answer.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Biggs  was  quartermaster  of  that 
expedition.     Whether  he  made  the  charters  or  not  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Where  did  you  send  the  Massachusetts  that  you  char- 
tered— Hampton  Roads? 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  they  were  all  sent  to  Annapolis 
until  the  blockade  was  raised,  and  then  they  were  all  sent  here. 
About  the  time  the  chartering  was  completed  I  got  a  telegraphic 
despatch — 

Question.  She  was  the  one  that  belonged  to  Mr.  Richardson.  You 
say  you  think  she  was  not  inspected  by  anybody. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  she  was  inspected,  and  I  do  not  know 
that  she  was  not.  My  impression  is  that  she  was  not  taken  on  the 
recommendation  of  Captain  Loper. 

Question.  There  was  no  rule  established  by  Mr.  Tucker,  then,  in 
regard  to  inspection  ? 

Answer.  There  might  have  been  and  I  not  know  it. 

Question.  You  know  of  none  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  There  was  no  requirement  on  his  part  that  a  vessel 
should  be  inspected  at  all? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  it  was  understood  that  all  vessels  should 
be  inspected.  There  was  a  man  there  by  the  name  of  Captain  How, 
who  was  employed  there  as  inspector. 

Question.  Where  does  Captain  How  reside? 

Answer.  He  did  reside  in  New  York  city.  He  was  a  ship  captain — 
an  old  ship  captain. 

Question,  Who  employed  him  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Tucker.  I  think  his  name  is  John  How.  I  think  he 
resides  in  New  York.  There  was  a  Mr.  Charles  II.  Haswell,  an 
engineer,  who  examined  the  engines  of  boats. 

Question.  Was  he  employed  by  Mr.  Tucker  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  examine  them  all  ? 

Answer.  That  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  he  report  in  writing  or  verbally  ? 

Answer.  Verbally,  I  think.     I  saw  no  writing  of  his. 

Question.  Or  by  anybody  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Haswell  examine  the  vessels  that  Captain  Loper 
inspected  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  did.  r^r^r^r^]r> 
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Question.  Did  Captain  How  ? 

Answer.  That  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Haswell  or  Captain  How  inspect  the  vesselB 
that  Mr.  Powers,  or  Mr.  Drew,  or  Captain  Acker  presented? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  The  Metamora  was  here,  you  know,  at 
Washington,  and  not  in  New  York  at  all.  She  was  well  known,  I 
think. 

Question.  She  was  not  inspected  at  all,  then  ? 

Answer.  Not  in  New  York. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  anything  about  the  steamer  Highland 
Light? 

Answer.  That  name  is  familiar  to  me.  I  do  not  think  we  took  her. 
I  have  not  got  her  down  in  my  list  of  side-wheel  steamers. 

Question.  Who  chartered  her? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  who. 

Question.  Why  did  Mr.  Tucker  instruct  you  to  charter  the  steamer 
Metamora  ? 

Answer.  Because  she  was  a  very  useful  boat,  and  they  wanted  her 
for  the  expedition. 

Question.  Did  he  consider  her  cheap  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ? 

Answer.  I  did,  from  the  reports  made  of  the  boat. 

Question.  By  whom  were  the  reports  made  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  her  talked  over  in  the  office  there  by  Captain 
Acker  and  Captain  Loper  and  Captain  Powers  and  Mr.  Tucker  ? 

Question.  When  was  the  charter-party  of  the  Metamora  dated  ? 

Answer.  On  the  first  day  of  March. 

Question.  Was  her  charter-party  dated  on  the  Ist  day  of  March? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was,  at  the  time  I  chartered  her. 

Question.  Are  you  confident  of  that  ? 

Answer.  I  am  pretty  certain;  but  you  can  get  a  copy  of  the  char- 
ter-party in  the  War  Department,  in  the  quartermaster  generaUs 
office.  I  turned  over  all  these  charters  to  General  Van  Vliet 
when  he  relieved  me;  but  I  think  my  book,  which  I  have  here,  is 
right  about  that.  She  was  to  be  ready  for  service  on  the  first  of 
March. 

Question.  Was  she  ready  on  the  first  of  March  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  as  far  as  I  know,  she  was.  I  think  she  was  re- 
ported for  duty  on  the  first  of  March. 

Question.  Where  did  she  report  for  duty  ? 

Answer.   I  think  it  was  in  this  city  ? 

Question.  Was  the  agreement  that  she  should  report  for  duty  here 
or  at  Annapolis  ? 

Answer.  That  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  State  whether  the  agreement  in  the  charter-party  was 
not  that  the  Metamora  should  report  for  duty  at  Annapolis  on  the 
sixth  of  March,  with  a  certain  amount  of  water  on  board. 

Answer.  That  I  do  not  know.  Not  to  my  recollection,  I  should 
say. 
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Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  lier  being  repaired  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  her  having  been  repaired  ? 

Answer.  I  have  got  a  list  of  vessels,  in  this  book,  that  they  had. 
The  Metamora  lost  one  day  in  repairing,  according  to  this.  I  do  not 
know  the  exact  date.  This  is  the  list  that  was  furnished  me  by 
Captain  Ferguson,  assistant  quartermaster  at  Alexandria. 

Question.  During  the  time  she  was  chartered  she  lost  one  day  ? 

Answer.  Only  one  day,  its  far  as  this  shows.  She  may  have  lost 
more.     I  would  not  be  certain. 

Question.  Was  that  day  deducted  from  her  pay? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  about  the  government  paying  for  the  re- 
pairs that  were  put  upon  her  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question .  Did  you  ever  hear  of  her  lying  and  being  repaired  at 
Baltimore? 

Answer.  Well,  I  would  not  be  certain  whether  it  was  her  or  the 
Long  Branch.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  was  another  boat  of  Captain 
Acker's.  It  has  passed  out  of  my  memory.  I  cannot  tell  until  I  refer 
to  my  papers. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  of  her  having  been  taken  to  Baltimore 
to  be  repaired  ? 

Answer.  It  seems  to  me  that  I  do  remember  something  about  it 
now.  I  would  not  say  it  was  the  Metamora.  There  was  a  boat  of 
Captain  Acker's  taken  up  there  for  repairs.  I  think  it  was  the  Meta- 
mora, because  I  remember  a  conversation  with  Captain  Acker,  (in 
which  he  said  she  had  been  running  so  much  across  the  bay  to  Cherry- 
stone, where  the  telegraph  station  was  then,  the  telegraph  was  not 
there — Fortress  Monroe — then,  and  she  had  to  make  two  or  three 
trips  a  day  there,)  and  the  service  was  so  hard,  that  she  had  to  be 
repaired.  I  do  not  know  what  the  facts  were,  but  I  think  there  is  a 
communication  about  it  on  Ble  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 
in  which  he  gives  the  approval  of  the  quartermaster  general  in  regard 
to  it. 

Question.  How  long  was  she  in  Baltimore  undergoing  repairs  ? 

Answer.   I  do  not  know. 

Question.  While  she  was  there  was  her  pay  deducted  from  her 
charter-party? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  value  of  the  repairs  put  upon  her? 

Answer.   I  cannot  tell  without  the  papers. 

Question.  Why  was  an  exception  made  in  the  case  of  the  Meta- 
mora, by  Mr.  Tucker,  by  which  he  directed  the  government  to  pay  for 
the  repairs  put  upon  her? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  without  the  papers. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  man  named  Danforth  in  New  York  city  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  his  first  name? 
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Answer.  I  think  his  name  is  William  Danforth.  I  think  his  rooms 
are  on  Ninth  street. 

Question.  What  does  he  do? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  he  does  anything.  I  have  heard  him  say 
he  owns  a  dock,  at  which  some  of  the  European  steamers  land.  I 
think  they  pay  him  so  much  for  the  use  of  that  dock,  and  I  reckon  he 
lives  on  that,  so  far  as  I  know.  I  never  saw  the  man  until  I  saw  him 
then.  I  think  I  was  introduced  to  him  by  Mr.  Tucker.  I  am  not 
positive. 

Question.  When? 

Answer.  At  the  time  he  (Mr.  Tucker)  was  there. 

Question.   What  had  Danforth  to  do  with  chartering  these  ships? 

Answer.  Not  anything  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  What  profit  has  he  derived  from  the  charter-parties? 

Answer.  Not  any  to  my  knowledge.  I  have  heard  Captain  Acker 
say  he  asked  for  a  commission,  and  he  refused  to  give  it  to  him. 
Why  he  asked  it,  I  do  not  know.  He  had  no  ground  to  ask  it  so  far 
as  I  know. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  his  levying  contributions  upon  anybody 
else? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  Mr.  Tucker  introducing  him  to  anybody 
else? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  Mr.  Tucker  introduced  him  to  me  as  an  old  friend 
of  that  family,  as  he  would  introduce  him  to  anybody. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Danforth  there  when  you  and  Mr.  Tucker  were 
chartering  these  vessels  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  in  my  oflSce  a  good  deal. 

Question.  He  and  Mr.  Tucker  were  the  principal  men? 

Answer.  He  was  not  the  principal  man. 

Question.  Was  he  not  about  all  the  time  ? 

Answer.  He  was  there,  but  I  never  supposed  he  was  there  on  any 
business  relations. ' 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  Captain  Acker 
about  Mr.  Danforth' s  demand  for  commission? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Captain  Acker  said  he  had  asked  him  for  a 
commission. 

Question.   Commission  for  what? 

Answer.  For  chartering  his  boat. 

Question.  What  other  advantage  did  he  say  that  Captain  Acker 
and  the  owners  of  the  Metamora  had  derived  through  him  ? 

Answer.  That  is  the  only  thing  that  I  know  about. 

Question.  How  much  did  Danforth  ask? 

Answer.   Captain  Acker  did  not  tell  me. 

Question.  Did  he  not  say  it  was  five  thousand  dollars? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  not  say  that  he  compromised  with  Danforth  by 
paying  him  $3,100? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  told  him  he  ought  not  to  pay  him  a  cent.  I 
understood  that  he  had  not.     I  said,  **  You  are  foolish,  if^you  do;  he 
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ban  no  more  right  to  charge  you  five  per  cent,  than  I  have,  or  any 
other  per  cent/' 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  man  named  Captain  Schultz  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  his  deriving  any  benefit  from  the  charter 
of  this  Metamora  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  Captain  Schultz  until  last  night,  coming 
from  Philadelphia.  General  Van  Vleit  and  I  left  on  the  early  train 
at  six  o'clock.  We  did  not  know  that  the  through  Washington  train 
did  not  leave  until  half-past  seven,  and  we  stopped  at  Philadelphia, 
for  supper.  While  there,  a  man  came  up  and  spoke  to  General  Van 
Vliet.  When  we  came  out,  I  asked  who  it  was,  and  he  said  it  was  Cap- 
tain Schultz.  I  do  not  know  anything  more  than  that  about  him,  and 
that  was  merely  accidental. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  about  Mr.  Danforth  levying  contribu 
tions  upon  anybody  else  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir 

Question.   How  old  a  man  is  Danforth  ? 

Answer.  He  is  a  man,  I  should  think,  of  fifty,  or  about  that, 
seemed  to  be  an  old  acquaintance  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
I  have  often  heard  him  say  he  was  an  old  friend  of  Mr.  Tucker,  and 
of  his  family.     His  family  and  theirs  used  to  be  very  intimate,  he  said. 

Question.   Is  he  a  relative  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Did  not  Captain  Acker  sav  he  gave  Danforth  $3,100  to 
let  him  off"? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  did  or  not — i,  €.,  pay  him  $3, 100. 
He  (Captain  Acker)  did  not  tell  me  so,  if  he  did. 

Question.  Did  not  Captain  Acker  say  that  he  asked  this  percentage 
on  account  of  his  getting  favorable  terms  from  Mr.  Tucker  about 
repairing  of  the  vessel  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  never  told  me  that.  I  expressed  my  astonish- 
ment when  he  said  to  me  that  he  wanted  a  commission.  I  said,  **By 
what  right  does  he  ask  commission  of  you  ?  He  had  nothing  to  do 
with  chartering  the  boat.  I  might  just  as  well  ask  you  for  a  com- 
mission myself.''     That  is  the  way  I  expressed  myself  to  CaptainAcker. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  person  in  the  employment  of  the 
government,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  receiving  any  money  or  valu- 
able thing,  or  the  promise  of  any  money  or  valuable  thing,  for  securing, 
or  aiding  in  securing,  a  charter-party? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  sir.  I  never  heard  any  such  proposition  made, 
and  I  have  never  heard  of  its  being  made. 

Question.  Did  you  say  that  most  of  the  vessels  for  the  Burnside 
expedition  were  secured  through  Captain  Loper? 

Answer.  Oh  !  no,  sir.  I  do  not  say  that.  I  do  not  know.  *  I  do 
not  know  anything  about  that  expedition.  I  have  heard  Captain 
Loper  say  that  he  was  with  the  expedition  until  it  went.  I  do  not 
know  whether  he  had  anything  to  do  with  securing  the  vessels  or 
not.  I  do  not  know  who  chartered  those  vessels.  I  know  Colonel 
Biggs  was  the  quartermaster  of  that  expedition;  whether  he  chartered 
the  vessels  or  not,  I  do  not  know.  L.,y,u...uy  ^^^^.^ 
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Question.  Did  you  ever  charter  an}'  vessels  from  Captain  Whilldin, 
of  Philadelphia? 

Answer.  There  is  a  schooner  by  the  name  of  the  W.  G.  Whilldin, 
that  I  think  was  chartered.     His  name  does  not  appear  in  the  list  of 
side-wheel  steamers  or  propellers. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  any  from  Mr.  Flanagan  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  vessels  ? 

Answer.  The  Atlantic  and  the  Pendulum — those  are  side-wheel 
boats — and  the  Robert  Morris. 

Question.  How  came  you  to  charter  them? 

Answer.  He  came  there  with  them  to  the  oflSce. 

Question.  Did  anybody  come  with  him? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Were  they  chartered  directly  from  him  ? 

Answer.   Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  anybody  receiving  any  percentage 
upon  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  charter  them  through  the  in8t»"ument«lity 
or  advice  of  Captain  Loper? 

Answer.  No,  sir.     Mr.  Flanagan  came  to  Mr.  Tucker  himself. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  a  boat  called  the  Pilot  Boy  ? 

Answer.  The  Pilot,  not  the  Pilot  Boy. 

Question.   Whom  did  you  charter  her  of?    ^ 

Answer.  A.  C.  Hall.  Two  other  boats  were  chartered  of  Mr. 
Flanagan — the  Commodore  Foote  and  the  Constitution,  chartered 
June  24. 

Question.  You  did  not  charter  the  Pilot  Boy  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  chartered  any  vessels  in  Baltimore  except 
through  Mr.  A.  C.  Hall  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so,  sir;  I  am  not  certain.  Friend,  Ricketts  &  Co. 
chartered  a  boat — the  Baltimore. 

Question.  Was  she  chartered  to  you? 

Answer.  She  was  chartered  to  Mr.  Tucker,  I  think.  She  is  down, 
I  think,  as  chartered  to  this  name,  (Friend,  Ricketts  &  Co.) 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  transfer  of  the  Baltimore 
to  any  other  parties  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not.  The  Diamond  State  was  transferred, 
I  think.  I  do  not  think  the  Baltimore  was.  If  she  was,  it  was  sub- 
sequent to  my  knowledge  of  her.  Anthony  Reybold,  also  of  Balti- 
more, chartered  a  boat — the  Diamond  State.  That  boat,  I  think,  was 
transferred. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Reybold^  s  boat  was  chartered 
directly  to  the  government  or  through  an  agent? 

Answer.  It  is  my  impression  that  they  were  chartered  directly 
from  Mr.  Reybold. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  that  Captain  Loper  did  in  con- 
nexion with  that  to  entitle  him  to  any  per  cent.  ? 
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Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  Captain  Loper  doing  anything  in  con- 
nexion with  Mr.  Flanagan  to  entitle  him  to  any  per  cent.? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  j^ou  have  any  transactions  with  William  M.  Baird  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  think  Mr.  Baird  signed  the  charter-parties  for 
the  company  of  which  Captain  Loper  is  president,  and  I  think  the 
charter-parties  were  payable  to  Captain  Loper.  I  think  Mr.  Baird 
signed  as  treasurer  of  the  company. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  that  Captain  Loper  did  in  con- 
nexion with  the  chartering  of  these  vessels  to  government  that  would 
entitle  him  to  receive  anything  from  the  parties  from  whom  they  were 
chartered,  as  commission? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Did  you  suppose,  at  the  time  he  was  acting  with  you  and 
Mr.  Tucker  at  Philadelphia,  and  at  the  time  he  went  with  you  and 
Mr.  Tucker  to  New  York,  and  acted  with  you  there,  that  he  was  re- 
ceiving any  commission  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not.  I  supposed,  on  the  contrary,  that  he  was  not 
receiving  any  pay  at  all.  He  did  not  accompany  us  in  the  train.  He 
went  the  same  day,  but  before  we  did. 

Question.  How  long  did  he  remain  in  New  York  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  He  remained  there  most  of  the  time  we  were  there. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  there  ? 

Answer.  It  took  us  in  New  York  about  a  fortnight,  I  think,  to  finish 
up — probably  from  Wednesday  of  one  week  until  Saturday  night  of 
the  next  week.  Then  I  went  on  to  Philadelphia  and  completed  the 
charter-parties  there,  and  went  on  to  Baltimore  and  completed  the 
charter-parties  there.     I  had  to  complete  the  official  papers. 

HENRY  C.  HODGES, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster^  United  States  Army. 


Washington,  Friday,  January  30,  1863. 
Captain  Henry  C.  Hodges,  recalled,  testified  further,  as  follows: 

You  asked  me,  when  I  was  before  this  committee,  in  reference  to 
the  steamer  Metamora  being  repaired  at  Baltimore.  Captain  Acker 
presented  me  a  certificate  from  Captain  Tallmadge,  assistant  quarter- 
master of  the  army  at  Port  Monroe,  of  services  by  this  boat.  In 
this  certificate  Captain  Tallmadge  recommended  that  certain  days, 
during  which  the  boat  had  been  undergoing  repairs,  should  not  be 
deducted  from  the  pay  of  the  boat,  on  account  of  service  she  had 
performed — extra  service.  I  told  Captain  Acker  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  me  to  do  so;  I  had  no  authority  for  so  doing.  He  then 
requested  me  to  write  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  Tucker. 
I  did  so.  I  think  I  wrote  two  letters  in  reference  to  it.  At  last  I 
got  a  reply  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  who  said  that  he 
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had  consulted  with  the  quartermaster  general  and  presented  the 
facts  to  him,  and  that  the  quartermaster  general  concurred  with  him 
(the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War)  as  to  the  propriety  of  paying  for  this 
boat,  and  directed  me  to  pay  for  the  time  during  which  she  under- 
went repairs,  which  I  did. 

HENRY  C.  HODGES, 
Lieiuenant  Colonel  and  Quartermaster,  United  States  Army. 


Washington,  Monday j  January  12,  1863. 
John  Rose,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows : 
Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  iState  your  residence,  if  you  please. 

Answer.  Baltimore. 

Question.  Your  place  of  business. 

Answer.  Corner  of  Pratt  street  and  O'Donneirs  wharf*. 

Question.  Your  occupation. 

Answer.  Shipping  merchant. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  it? 

Answer.  Twenty-one  years. 

Question.  Have  you  furnished  any  transportation  to  the  United 
Statf^s  government  within  the  last  eighteen  months  ? 

Answer.  We  have  chartered  four.  Two  of  them  were  in  for  three 
months,  one  for  six  and  a  half  months,  and  the  other  is  in  still. 

Question.  Are  those  all  you  have  chartered? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  For  what  were  they  employed  ? 

Answer.  Three  of  them  were  used  to  move  McClellan's  army  down 
to  the  peninsula — for  horses  and  mules,  I  believe.  They  went  up  to 
Perryville. 

Question.  Were  they  sailing  vessels  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  all  of  them. 

Question.  Through  what  broker  did  you  charter  them  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  A.  C.  Hall. 

Question.  What  percentage  did  you  pay  him  ? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  How  long  has  A.  0.  Hall  resided  in  Baltimore? 

Answer.  Eight  or  nine  years.  I  think  he  came  there  as  agent  for 
Cromwell's  line  of  steamers. 

Question.  How  came  you  to  apply  td  A.  0.  Hall  ? 

Answer.  The  captains  wanted  me  to  charter  them  to  the  govern- . 
ment,  and  I  was  told  by  others  that  I  could  not  succeed  with  Colonel 
Belger  ;  and  I  went  to  Mr.  Hall. 

Question.   Did  you  apply  to  Colonel  Belger  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  apply  to  any  government  agent  to  charter 
the  vessels  ? 

Answer.  No^  sir  ;  because  I  was  told  that  I  could  not  do  it« 
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Queation.  What  is  the  usual  rate  charged  by  brokers? 

Answer.  We  have  generally  charged  2^  per  cent. 

Question.  Is  that  cuptomary  in  New  York? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  believe  so.     Some  charge  five  percent. 

Question.  Do  you  charge  five  per  cent,  where  the  charters  extend 
only  to  a  port  in  the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  We  used  to,  to  New  Orleans  and  the  south  charge  five  per 
cent.;  but  for  New  York  we  had  a  regular  charge,  they  collecting  the 
freight.  Since  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  has  been  broken  up 
it  has  knocked  us  dead  in  our  trade. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  person  applying  to  Colonel  Belger 
to  charter  vessels  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  one  or  two,  and  they  said  he  turned  them 
over  to  Mr.  Hall. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Charles  Coblens? 

Answer.  I  know  him  when  I  see  him.  I  have  no  acquaintance 
with  him. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  his  business  before  the  war  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.;  I  never  saw  him  until  within  about  six  months. 
He  was  pointed  out  to  me. 

Question.  What  is  his  business  in  Baltimore  ?  - 

Answer.  I  understood  he  was  a  horse-jockey. 

Question.  Has  he  ever  before  been  engaged  in  the  shipping  busi- 
ness? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Do  you  know  John  F.  Pickrell  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  has  he  resided  in  Baltimore? 

Answer.  Well,  it  is  hard  work  to  say.  I  have  known  him  for  about 
thirty  years. 

Question.  What  has  been  his  business? 

Answer.  He  has  been  a  commission  merchant  at  Baltimore. 

Question.  Has  he  been  engaged  as  a  ship-broker? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  not  a  ship-broKer. 

Question.  Have  you  known  of  his  owning  any  vessels  until  quite 
recently  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  not. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  of  his  having  any  transactions  with 
Mr.  Charles  Coblens  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  for  certain  as  to  the  name.  There  is  a 
Coblens  ;  whether  it  is  Charles  or  not,  I  cannot  say.  He  has  a  sign 
on  Mr.  Pickrell's  door  on  Schmidt's  dock.  This  Coblens  is  a  Jew. 
I  do  not  know  his  first  name. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  more  than  five  per  cent,  having  been 
paid  to  Mr.  Hall  for  brokerage  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not.     That  is  all  I  paid. 

Q^iestion.  Did  you  pay  five  per  cent,  upon  the  vessels'  receipts 
during  the  time  they  should  be  in  the  employment  of  the  government? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  were  chartered  at  four  dollars  per  regis- 
tered ton  per  month.  One  of  them  amounted  to  $1,100,  and  another 
to  $864.     The  other  two  were  smaller. 
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Question.  Were  they  chartered  for  a  given  time  ? 

Answer.  It  was  so  much  a  month ;  the  charter  to  last  as  long  as 
the  government  wanted  them. 

Question.  Was  your  aojreement  with  Mr.  Hall  that  he  should  retain 
five  per  cent,  upon  the  earnings  of  the  ships  so  long  as  the  govern- 
ment employed  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  vessels  heing  chartered  to  govern- 
ment in  Baltimore,  except  through  the  agency  of  A.  C.  Hall  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  one,  sir. 

JOHN  ROSE. 


Washington,  Monday,  January  12,  1863. 
William  Applegarth,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows : 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  State  your  name,  the  firm  of  which  you  are  a  member, 
your  residence,  and  occupation. 

Answer.  William  Applegarth,  of  the  firm  of  William  Applegarth  A 
Son,  37  Piatt  street,  Baltimore;  ship-broker. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  so  engaged? 

Answer.  Fifteen  or  twenty  years. 

Question.  In  Baltimore? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  chartered  any  vessels  to  the  United  States  gov-^ 
ernment? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many? 

Answer.    I  do  not  know  that  I  can  answer  exactly ;    fifteen  or 
twenty  at  different  times. 

Question.  Did  they  belong  to  you  or  to  other  parties? 

Answer.  To  me  and  other  parties  ;  mostly  to  myself. 

Question.  Through  whom  have  you  chartered  them  ? 

Answer.  A.  C.  Hall. 

Question.  Anybody  else? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  not  to  government. 

Question.  What  have  you  paid  him  on  all? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent,  in  all  cases. 

Question.  Have  you  paid  him  more  in  any  case? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  not  myself.    I  think  he  has  collected  more. 

Question.  From  whom? 

Answer.  From  the  captains  of  these  vessels. 

Question.  Of  these  same  vessels  ? 

Answer.  Outside  vessels.     Those  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  myself. 

Question.  Are  those  sailing  vessels  or  steamers  ? 

Answer.  Sailing  vessels — all,  sir. 

Question.   Is  this  five  per  ceht.  upon  all  the  earnings  of  the  ships, 
so  long  as  they  remain  in  the  employment  of  the  government? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  Did  you  ever  apply  to  Col.  Belger  to  charter  your  ves- 
sels ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Why  did  you  go  to  Mr.  Hall? 

Answer.  He  referred  me  to  A.  C.  Hall.  '^ 

Question.  Why? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.     I  was  vexed  about  it. 

Question.  Did  he  give  any  excuse  for  sending  you  to  him?    ' 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  said  he  was  a  very  clever  gentleman ;  that 
was  all.     He  just  turned  me  o£f  to  him. 

Question.  He  just  turned  and  said,  ''  You  can  apply  to  Mr.  Hall?" 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  was  all. 

Question.  When  was  that? 

Answer.  That  was  before  he  moved  on  Gay  street ;  in  January  or 
February  ? 

Question.  How  much  in  all  have  you  paid  to  Mr.  Hall  for  the  ves- 
sels he  has  chartered  of  you  ?    State  generally. 

Answer.  I  suppose  |1,200  or  1 1,500,  on  what  I  have  chartered. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Charles  Coblens? 

Answer.  I  only  know  him  as  a  man  ;  I  have  seen  him  some  since  he 
has  been  there  with  Mr.  Pickrell. 

Question.  How  long  has  he  been  in  the  shipping  business? 

Answer.  I  have  never  known  him  until  about  a  year  ago. 

Question.  How  long  has  Mr.  Pickrell  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Pickrell  has  been  there  as  a  commission  merchant, 
around  about,  but  not  in  the  shipping  business. 

Question.  Was  he  supposed  to  have  any  capital  when  he  went  into 
this  business. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  either  one  of  them  had. 

Question.  How  did  they  manage  to  get  this  business  into  their 
bands  ? 

Answer.  Upon  my  word  I  don't  know  ;  I  have  demurred  time  and 
again,  and  have  not  chartered  my  vessels  to  Hall ;  and  what  was  the 
consequence  ?  I  was  thrown  back  and  I  had  fifteen  or  twenty  vessels 
on  my  hands,  and  eastern  vessels  would  come  in  and  ho  would  charter 
them  right  under  my  eyes,  and  I  then  told  my  captains,  ^^  You  must 
agree  with  me  to  pay  him  the  five  per  cent.,  for  if  we  do  not  we  can- 
not do  any  business." 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  vessels  being  chartered  in  Baltimore 
for  government,  except  through  A.  C.  Hall  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  not  one.  I  chartered  two  or  three  to  the  Navy 
Department  to  go  down  to  Beaufort,  I  believe,  to  Joshua  Hall ;  one 
or  two  to  Old  Point,  aud  one  or  two  to  Beaufort. 

Question .  What  is  the  usual  percentage  charged  by  brokers  for  ports 
within  the  United  States? 

Answer.  In  the  city  of  Baltimore  the  custom  is  to  charge  2^  per 
cent.,  if  they  go  out  of  Cape  Henry,  and  5  per  cent,  inside  of  Cape 
Henry.     That  is  our  usual  charge. 

Question.  You  never  knew  anything  about  Coblens  until  he  turned 
up  as  an  army  contractor  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not.  I  do  not  know  where  he  came  from^  My  im- 
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pression  is  that  Coblens  is  the  owner  of  all  these  steamers  on  the  pa- 
pers ;  and  Mr.  Pickrell  &  Hall,  who  would  not  be  known  in  it,  are 
receiving  the  profits.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  about  that. 
They  turned  around  last  snnimer  and  bought  a  large  part  of  the  steam- 
ers in  the  city  of  Baltimore :  the  tug-boats  Edwin  Forrest,  the  Fairy 
Queen,  the  Jim  Murray,  the  old  Patapsco,  the  old  Haswell.  They 
bought  the  side-wheel  steamer  Cecil,  the  steamer  Baltimore,  the  Tele- 
graph, the  Lily,  the  Miss  Mary,  and  the  barge  Delaware.  You  can- 
not find  out  who  the  owner  is  ;  but  Coblens  appears  so.  He  has  been 
a  horse  dealer  ;  there  was  a  circumstance.  One  of  my  captains  was 
on  the  Baltimore.  She  came  up  from  Beaufort,  and  it  was  reported 
that  she  ran  into  a  pungy.  They  were  going  to  libel  her,  and  I  was 
sent  for  to  go  bond  for  her.  I  would  not  go,  because  I  would  not  go 
into  anything  that  Mr.  Pickrell  was  not  in  himself.  The  captain  said 
he  would  so  up  and  bond  her.  He  went  up  and  found  that  she  really 
did  not  belong  to  anybody  but  Coblens  and  McFarlane,  Col.  Belger's 
clerk.  The  profits,  I  suppose,  are  divided  between  Hall  &  Pickrell. 
Question.  How  much  is  the  Baltimore  worth  ? 
Answer.  I  don't  know.  I  suppose  she  is  worth  $16,000  or  $18,000. 
Question.  What  is  the  Patapsco  worth  ? 

Answer.  I  would  not  give  $500  for  her,  and  I  never  saw  the  time 
within  five  years  when  I  would.     She  is  a  perfect  humbug. 
Question.  What  is  the  Telegraph  worth? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  what  the  Telegraph  is  worth.     The  Patap- 
sco was  not  worth  over  five  to  ten  hundred  dollars. 
Question.  What  is  the  Fairy  Queen  worth  ? 
Answer.  I  think  he  paid  $3,000  or  $3,200  for  her. 
Question.  What  is  the  Lily  worth  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  anything  about  the  Lily.  She  was  bought 
from  Chesapeake  city. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  Cecil  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Tou  say  that  when  you  proposed  to  Col.  Belger  to  char- 
ter your  vessels  to  him,  he  directed  you  to  Mr.  Hall  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  then  asked  him  why  he  did  it.  Said  I,  '^Gol. 
Belger,  you  are  subjecting  me  to  paying  5  percent,  commission,  when 
I  could  serve  you  with  the  vessel  as  low  or  lower  than  Mr.  Hall,  be- 
cause I  would  not  have  the  commission  to  pay." 

Question.  Then  Col.  Belger  knew  that  Hall  compelled  you  to  pay 
five  per  cent,  commission  ? 

Answer.  Yes  sir,  I  told  him  so,  and  I  asked  him  why  he  subjected 
me  to  it?  He  said  ''  0^  Hall  is  a  very  clever  man,"  and  turned  me 
off  in  that  way. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  Mr.  Hall  receiving  more  than  five  per 
cent.  ? 

Answer.  I  know  of  his  doing  it,  but  not  on  vessels  that  he  chartered 
of  me ;  so  the  captains  told  me.  I  went  to  buy  a  vessel  that  belonged 
down  east ;  the  captain  said  she  tonned  90  tons,  and  was  bragging 
what  he  could  make.  He  said  he  had  chartered  her  for  six  months. 
I  asked  him  if  he  did  not  have  trouble  to  get  her  chartered?  He  said 
«'  No  sir,  I  got  her  through  Hall— she  is  at  $360."     ;*>What,do  you 
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get  ?"  I  asked.  He  said  ''|300,  and  Hall  takes  |60."  I  do  not  know 
the  name  of  the  vessel  now,  hut  I  gave  it  to  Mr.  Baker. 

Question.  Do  you  rememher  the  captain's  name? 

Answer.  No  sir.     I  referred  it  to  Mr.  Baker,  the  provost  marshal. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  get  Mr.  Hall  to  discount  any  of  your  char- 
ter-parties ? 

Answer.  No  sir,  I  sold  him  a  hill  once. 

Question.  What  discount  does  he  charge  on  them  ? 

Answer.  Five  or  ten,  or  anything  he  can  get,  but  five  per  cent.  I 
suppose  is  a  general  thing. 

Question.  Is  he  in  the  hahit  of  discounting  ? 

Answer.  For  most  of  these  barges  he  does. 

Question.  He  discounts  the  hill  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  are  his  rates  for  discounting  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know — not  less  than  five  per  cent.,  of  course,  I 
suppose. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  any  of  the  tugs  or  vessels  em- 

{)loyed  by  the  government  having  been  used,  while  under  charter, 
or  tugging  private  vessels  ? 

Answer,   les,  sir. 

Question.  State  what  vessels  were  thus  used. 

Answer.  The  Patapsco  and  the  Haswell.  We  paid  the  bills  fre- 
quently— time  and  again. 

Question.  To  whom? 

Answer.  To  Mr.  Hall's  clerk  ;  and  any  man  that  had  half  an  eye 
could  see  that  that  was  not  right. 

Question.  Has  Mr.  Hall  been  acting  as  the  agent  of  the  govern- 
ment there,  managing  these  boats  in  the  harbor  ? 

Answer.  He  has,  since  last  August,  I  think. 

Question.  Has  he  had  the  general  charge  of  the  boats  around 
the  harbor? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir  ;  everybody  that  wants  to  do  anything  there  has 
to  go  to  Mr.  Hall. 

W.  APPLEaARTHSON. 


Washington,  Monday,  January  12,  1863. 
Andrbw  Gray,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows  : 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  State  your  place  of  business  and  occupation. 

Answer.  Corner  of  Buchanan's  wharf  and  Pratt  street,  Baltimore  ; 
shin-broker  and  commission  merchant. 

Question.  Have  you  chartered  any  vessels  to  the  United  States 
within  the  last  eighteen  months  ? 

Answer.  We  have. 

Question.  How  many? 
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Answer.  Probably  in  the  neighborhood  of  seventy-five,  more  or 
less. 

Question.  Sailing  vessels  or  steamers? 

Answer.  Entirely  sailing  vessels. 

Question.  State  through  whom  you  have  effected  those  charters. 

Answer.  We  have  chartered  to  the  quartermaster's  department 
through  A,  C.  Hall.  We  have  chartered  a  few  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment. 

Question.  Have  you  chartered  any  to  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment except  through  Mr.  Hall. 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  per  cent,  have  you  paid  Mr.  Hall  on  those  char- 
ters ? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  Five  per  cent,  on  their  earnings  during  the  time  they 
were  in  the  employment  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Why  did  you  apply  to  A.  0.  Hall  to  e£fect  your  charters  ? 

Answer.  The  first  government  charters  I  was  aware  of  were  on  the 
Burnside  expedition  ;  and  Mr.  Hall  had  chartered  a  number  of  ves- 
sels before  I  had  any  knowledge  of  it. 

Question.  Did  you  apply  directly  to  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  go  directly  to  the  quartermaster's 
department  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Hall  was  in  the  market  with  these  charters.  I  was 
always  under  the  impression  that  I  could  not  charter  direct,  although 
I  never  made  application.  It  was  by  common  consent  among  ship- 
brokers. 

Question.  Were  you  acting  as  owner  or  ship-broker? 

Answer.  As  ship-broker. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  charge  the  men  for  whom  you  acted? 

Answer.  Two  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Question.  And  he  charged  you  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  So  that  the  owner  was  compelled  to  pay  seven  and  a  half 
per  cent,  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  if  they  went  directly  to  Mr.  Hall  I  think  they 
saved  two  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Question.  How  long  has  Mr.  Hall  been  transacting  this  kind  of 
business  with  sailing  vessels  ? 

Answer.  I  can  state  the  first  knowledge  I  had  of  his  being  in  the 
market.  Perhaps  others  were  chartered  before  ours.  I  think  onrs 
were  in  J'ebruary,  1862,  the  time  of  the  Burnside  expedition.  We 
did  not  charter  any  until  that  time.  The  first  vessels  we  chartered 
were  for  the  Burnside  expedition. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  vessels  being  chartered  for  the  War 
Department^  at  Baltimore,  except  through  the  agency  or  instrumen- 
tality of  A.  C.  Hall? 
*  Answer.  1  do  not ;  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any. 
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Qnestion.  Do  you  know  whether  he  is  the  agent  of  the  quarter- 
master  for  the  care  of  his  boats  after  they  are  chartered,  whilst  in  the 
harbor  ? 

Answer.  We  go  to  him ;  he  charters  the  vessels  ;  he  gives  direc- 
tions where  to  go  and  load^  and  what  to  load  with. 

Qnestion.  He  looks  after  them  and  orders  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  an  order  passes  through  him.  I  have  noticed 
frequently  we  did  not  get  an  order.  A  vessel,  for  instance,  is  loaded 
with  coals :  he  tells  them  where  to  go.  The  cai)tain  does  not  go  to 
Colonel  Belger's  office  to  get  his  orders  in  every  instance. 

Question.  He  represents  Colonel  Belger  ? 

Answer.  The  orders  pass  through  him.  Colonel  Belger's  name  is 
attached  to  the  order.  If  the  vessel  is  ordered  to  B'ortress  Monroe, 
or  any  place  else,  the  orders  come  through  Mr.  Hall. 

Question.  Then  Mr.  Hall  acts  for  the  principal,  and  controls 
them? 

Answer.  The  charters  we  have  made  have  been  signed  by  different 
parties. 

Question.  But  affcer  the  vessels  have  been  chartered,  are  they  not 
controlled  and  directed  by  Mr.  Hall,  as  the  representative  and  agent 
of  the  quartermaster's  department? 

Answer.  1  hardly  know  what  term  to  apply;  as  an  agent,  certainly, 
he  directs  the  vessels  where  to  go ;  and  when  they  are  loaded  he 
watches  very  closely  to  see  that  they  get  off. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  vessels  in  the  employment  of  the 
United  States  having  been  used  to  tow  private  vessels  there? 

Answer.  I  have  no  positive  knowledge  of  it.  I  have  heard  it  so 
stated,  but  I  have  no  positive  knowledge  of  it.  I  am  not  interested  in 
Any  steamboats. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Charles  Coblens. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  known  him  ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  known  him  until  within  a  short  period.  He 
has  an  office  with  Mr.  Pickrell.     I  never  knew  him  until  last  fall. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  before  know  him  as  an  owner  of  shipping? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  have  heard  that  he  has  made  purchases  since 
Ae  war. 

Question.  Did  you  know  of  Mr.  Pickrell  being  engaged  as  a  ship- 
broker,  or  as  an  owner  of  ships  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  known  Mr.  Pickrell  for  eight  or  nine 
years.  He  was  interested  in  navigation.  He  undertook  to  build  a 
ship  eight  or  nine  years  ago — a  ship  named  the  John  Clark.  He 
commenced  building  the  John  Clark,  and  was  interested  to  some  ex- 
tent. 

Question.  What  amount  of  capital  had  Mr.  Pickrell  when, he  went 
in  with  Coblfins? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  He  has  been  in  active  business  in  Balti- 
more with  Butts,  Pickrell  &  Co. 

Question.  Was  he  supposed  to  be  worth  anything? 

Answer.  His  father  was  from  Georgetown,  and  I  believe  left  a  very 
-considerable  estate. 
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Question.  Have  you  ever  been  much  about  Colonel  Belger's  office? 

Answer.  I  have ;  on  an  average  of  perhaps  once  a  week. 

Question.  Is  Coblens  generally  there  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  him  there  frequently. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  Pickrell  there  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  never  saw  him  there. 

Question.  Is  Hall  frequently  there  ? 

Answer.  He  is  generally  there.  I  have  seen  him  there  as  often  as 
any  other  man  that  I  met  there. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  any  of  your  bills  for  charter-parties 
discounted  by  Mr.  Hall  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  don't  think  we  have. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  merchants,  or  ship-owners,  or  mas- 
ters having  that  done  ? 

Answer.  I  think  sometimes  Mr.  Hall  has  lent  them  money— one  or 
two  hundred  dollars  frequently.  There  is  great  delay  in  getting  into- 
Colonel  Belger's  office.  There  is  such  a  crowd,  sometimes  I  have  had 
to  wait  for  days  in  order  to  collect. 

Question.  How  much  did  he  charge  for  such  collecting? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  that  he  has  charged  anything. 

Question.  What  did  you  pay  him  ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  borrowed  any  money  on  any  charters. 

Question.  Who  controls  the  Citizens'  Bank  ? 

Answer.  John  Clark.  This  ship  I  spoke  of  was  named  for  him. 
He  was  in  business  when  he  bought  the  charter  of  the  bank.  He  is 
interested  in  the  bank  to  a  great  extent.  He  is  the  largest  share- 
holder.    It  is  considered  his  bank. 

ANDREW  GRAY. 


Washington,  Monday^  January  12,  1863. 
John  R.  Rhodes,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows : 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  State  your  place  of  business  and  your  occupation. 

Answer.  I  am  a  ship-broker  and  commission  merchant.  My  office 
is  on  the  corner  of  Smith's  wharf  and  Pratt  street. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  that  business? 

Answer.  Fifteen  or  sixteen  years. 

Question.  Have  you  chartered  any  vessels  to  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment during  the  last  eighteen  months  ? 

Answer.  I  have  chartered  ten  or  twelve. 

Question.  Through  whom  ? 

Answer.  A.  C.  Hall. 

Question.  Who  and  what  is  A.  C.  Hall. 

Answer.  I  don't  know.     I  never  could  find  out. 

Question.  How  long  has  he  lived  in  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  He  has  been  in  Baltimore,  I  should  think^  seven  years. 
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Qaestion.  How  did  it  happen  that  you,  being  a  ship-broker,  went 
to  A.  C.  Hall,  another  ship-broker  ? 

Answer.  Colonel  Belger  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  us. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  apply  to  Colonel  Belger  to  charter  your 
vessels  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  ? 

Answer.  He  said  Mr.  Hall  was  the  man. 

Question.  To  charter  the  vessels  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  apply  to  him  more  than  once? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  He  said  you  must  go  through  A.  C.  Hall  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  lie  state  the  reason  why  you  must  charter  through 
Hall? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  commission  did  you  pay  Hall? 

Answer.  I  have  paid  him  on  my  own  vessel,  and  those  I  am  inter- 
ested in,  five  per  cent. 

Question.  How  much  on  vessels  for  other  parties? 

Answer.  I  should  think  it  would  amount  to  seven  and  a  half  per 
cent.,  certainly,  on  some  vessels. 

Question.  You  paid  him  seven  and  a  half  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  on  some  vessels. 

Question.  Then  you  charged  the  owners  besides  ? 

Answer.  Yes  sir.  I  have  to  charge  the  owners  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  commission  on  charters  made,  outside  of  the  four  dollars  a  ton 
per  month.  For  hay^  oats,  and  such  cargoes  around  the  bay  here, 
were  five  per  cent.    That  was  our  usual  charge. 

Question.  In  addition  to  that  he  charges  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.   Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  makes  ten  per  cent,  that  comes  out  of  the  owner? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  It  was  seven  and  a  half  to  twelve  per  cent,  that 
came  out  of  the  owner.  I  should  like  to  add  a  few  words.  When  I 
was  here  before  Mr.  Baker,  and  also  a  gentleman  with  whom  I  am 
well  acquainted,  who  was  with  him,  and  I  there  named  two  vessels^ 
and  stated  the  facts  that  I  was  acquainted  with.  When  I  went  back 
to  Baltimore  Mr.  Hall  attacked  me  about  my  being  here.  He  did  not 
ask  me  what  I  said.  He  took  me  into  his  private  office.  I  don't  know 
whether  the  door  was  locked  or  not.  I  got  very  angry,  and  I  don't 
know  what  would  have  happened  if  a  gentleman  had  not  come  in  there. 

Question.    How  did  he  attack  you  ? 

Answer.  Says  he,  "I  understand  you  have  been  talking  about 
me ;"  and  he  brought  up  this  affair  that  you  know  was  here,  and  in 
particular  in  regard  to  a  charge  I  had  made,  that  Mr.  Tond,  of  Port 
Deposit,  had  told  me  that  he  had  paid  Hall  ten  thousand  dollars 
commission.  He  told  me  that,  in  presence  of  my  nephew,  who  heard 
it  also.     He  has  denied' since  that  he  said  so. 

Question.    Who  was  this  that  made  the  statement  ? 

Answer.   Mr.  Jacob  Tone.    He  resides  at  Port  Deposit.    He  denied 
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having  said  so  ;  but  he  was  standing  alongside  of  cne  at  the  time,  and 
I  put  it  right  down  on  a  piece  of  paper. 

Question.    Did  he  deny  doing  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  but  he  denied  having  said  that  he  had  paid  that 
on  contract  of  lumber. 

Question.  I|o  you  know  of  any  vessel  having  been  chartered  in 
Baltimore  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  government,  except  through 
the  agency  of  A.  C.  Hall. 

Answer.  I  did,  sir,  in  one  instance. 

Question.  What  vessel  was  that? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  the  name  of  the  vessel.  A  gentleman  told 
me  the  circumstance  last  week  ;  that  he  went  there,  to  Colonel  Belger, 
for  the  papers,  and  the  papers  were  sent  to  A.  C.  Hall ;  and  when  he 
went  there  after  his  papers  Hall  eaid,  '^  You  owe  me  $75  for  my  five 
per  cent,  commission."  He  says,  **  I  can't  pay  it.  This  is  my  own 
vessel." 

Question.  Who  told  you  this  ? 

Answer.  Marsella  A.  Mitchell  is  his  name.  He  made  the  contract 
direct  for  his  own  vessel.  His  place  of  business  is  No.  2,  Spear's 
wharf  Hall  has  not  done  any  business  with  me  since  I  got  back 
from  Washington.  My  own  vessels  have  laid  there,  and  he  has 
chartered  vessels  from  other  parties.  I  do  not  suppose  he  will  deal 
with  me. 

Question.  How  long  has  Charles  Coblens  been  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness of  ship-owner  and  broker? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  known  him  ? 

Answer.  I  have  known  him — say,  one  year. 

Question.  What  buriness  has  he  been  engaged  in  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  How  long  has  Mr.  Pickrell  been  engaged  in  shipping? 

Answer.  Mr.  Pickrell  is  what  is  termed  a  merchant  here.  I  have 
known  John  F.  Pickrell  for  ten  years. 

Question.  Have  you  known  him  as  a  ship-broker? 

Answer.  I  have  never  known  him  as  a  ship-broker. 

Question.  Or  as  a  ship-owner? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  before  this  business  he  used  to  do  a  ereat  deal  of 
business  with  the  south  ;  and  just  at  the  breaking  out  of  tne  rebellion 
he  chartered,  may  be,  two  or  three  vessels  to  take  coal  south,  for 
I  have  always  taken  him  to  be  a  strong  southern  man  until  now. 
Coal  was  very  high  there. 

Question.  You  always  took  Pickrell  to  be  so  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  the  general  understanding  in  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  That  was  a  surmise  of  my  own. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  other  other  facts  bearing  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  our  inquiry  ? 

Answer.  I  chartered  two  steamboats,  the  Pilot  and  the  Joseph  F. 
Baker  to  A.  C.  Hall  in  March,  1862,  I  think. 

Question.  For  how  long  a  time? 

Answer.  No  definite  time  ;  by  the  day. 
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Question.  At  what  per  day. 

Answer.  One  was  at  $50  a  day,  and  the  other  was  at  $65  and  at 
$85  a  day;  that  is  |65  if  she  continued  in  this  service,  and  $85  if  she 
went  out  south  towards  Hatteras  or  New  Orleans;  but  that  is  not  what 
they  are  paying  now.  They  are  now  paying  almost  double  that  for 
vessels. 

Question.  Who  did  you  charter  them  for  ? 

Answer.  For  the  government. 

Question.  Did  you  own  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.     I  was  merely  agent  for  them. 

Question.  What  parties? 

Answer.  Parties  in  Philadelphia  ;  Baker  &  Co. 

Question.  How  much  commission  did  you  pay  Hall  on  them? 

Answer.  He  was  to  have  five  per  cent,  and  I  two  and  a  half. 

Question.  Was  there  to  be  any  other  portion  of  the  receipts  on  the 
charter-party  paid  to  Hall  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  the  charter-party  was  made  out  in  Mr.  Hall's 
name  ;  almost  all  were  made  out  in  his  name.  They  would  not  make 
them  out  in  anybody  else's  name ;  most  of  the  charter-parties  that  I 
saw  were. 

Question.  Who  signs  them  for  the  government? 

Answer.  Colonel  Belger  does  now.  I  think  most  of  them  for  a 
time  were  signed  by  Captain  Hodges,  of  New  York. 

Question.  Was  any  person  present  at  the  time  of  the  chartering  of 
those  vessels  and  steamboats  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  Mr.  Baker's  son  was  there. 

Question.  How  long  has  that  charter-party  continued  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir.  I  believe  one  of  them  is  engaged 
now,  and  as  Hall  don't  speak  to  me,  I  can  get  no  account  of  the  boats, 
nor  where  they  are,  nor  what  they  are  doing. 

Question.  Are  these  charter-parties  made  in  his  name  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Does  he  hold  them  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  he  does. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have,  or  do  you  know  any  one  who  has  had 
the  amount  due  on  a  charter,  or  due  from  the  government,  discounted 
by  Hall? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  has  been  done.  It  has  never  been  done  for 
me. 

Question.  How  much  does  he  charge  for  discounting  ? 

Answer.  From  two  and  a  half  to  five  per  cent,  is  paid. 

Question.  What  were  Hall's  circumstances  when  this  war  broke 
out,  or  when  he  commenced  this  business  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  were  very  slim,  from  the  bpsiness  he  was 
doing. 

Question.   What  are  his  circumstances  now  ? 

Answer.  I  have  myself  individually  put  his  income  down  at  $500 
a  day,  net  income.  1  do  not  know  what  any  other  person  would 
think  about  it,  but  that  is  my  idea  of  the  matter. 

Question.  Did  you  say  that  these  vessels  are  now  getting  a  higher 
rate  than  you  chartered  them  at  ?  r^  ^ 
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Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  say  the  government  is  paying  a  higher  rate 
for  poorer  propellers. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  anything  about  the  government  vessels 
having  been  used  for  towing  private  vessels  at  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  I  know  of  it,  sir  ;  but  I  do  not  know  what  the  bills  were. 
I  have  heard  men  speak  about  it,  that  government  vessels  were  being 
employed  in  that  way  and  that  he  was  getting  paid  for  it. 


JOHN  R,  RHOADS. 


Washington,  Monday,  January  12,  1863. 
•  Richard  M.  Heslen,  being  daly  sworn,  testifies  as  follows : 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  State  your  place  of  business  and  the  character  of  your 
business. 

Answer.  Corner  of  Pratt  and  Gay  streets,  Baltimore ;  ship-broker. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  that  business? 

Answer.  Since  1854. 

Question.  Have  you  chartered  any  vessels  to  the  United  States 
government  since  this  war  commenced  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have,  a  number  of  them — perhaps  30  or  40  or 
50 — I  cannot  tell  exactly. 

Question.  Were  they  sailing  or  steam  vessels  ? 

Answer.  Sailing,  altogether. 

Question.  State  through  what  broker  you  chartered  them? 

Answer.  It  was  done  altogether  through  A.  C.  Hall. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  charter  any  through  anybody  else? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  believe  we  did  charter  one  through  Captain 
Loper,  at  Annapolis,  before  Mr.  Hall  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
business. 

Question.  State  what  per  cent,  you  have  paid  to  Mr.  Hall  for 
transacting  this  business. 

Answer.  I  have  paid  Mr.  Hall  on  all  the  vessels  that  were  char- 
tered for  the  Burnside  expedition  (and  I  think  there  were  twelve  for 
that  expedition)  7^  per  cent. 

Question.  How  much  for  the  others? 

Answer.  For  those  since,  for  the  McClellan  expedition  and  what- 
ever business  they  wanted  them  for,  7^  per  cent. ;  we  paid  him  five 
and  retained  2^.  It  was  understood  by  the  captains  that  they  were 
to  pay  7^  per  cent,  commission.  We  retained  2 J  and  paid  the  other 
five  to  Mr.  Hall. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  vessels  at  Baltimore  chartered  for 
the  United  States  government  except  through  the  agency  of  A.  C. 
Hall? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  any  of  your  bills  that  were  due  from 
the  government  for  charter-parties  discounted  by  Mr.  Hall? 
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Answer.  I  have  no  positive  knowledge  of  it.  I  have  heard  some 
of  the  captains  say  that  Mr.  Hall  has  given  them  money. 

Question.  What  percentage  did  he  charge  them  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  able  to  state. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  he  made  a  charge? 

Answer.  I  am  fully  under  that  impression,  but  I  cannot  say  so. 

Question.  Why  did  you  charter  your  vessels  through  Mr.  Hall? 

Answer.   We  could  not  charter  them  otherwise. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  try  to  charter  your  vessels  otherwise  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  applied  directly  to  Colonel 
Belger,  but  it  was  a  matter  understood  among  all  the  brokers  at  Bal- 
timore and  the  owners  of  vessels,  that  it  was  of  no  use  to  apply  to 
Colonel  Belger. 

Question.  You  were  so  told  by  those  who  had  tried? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  pay  Captain  Loper  on  the  vessel  you 
chartered  through  him  ? 

Answer.  Nothing. 

Question.  Did  you  agree  to  give  him  anything  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  were  Mr.  Hall's  circumstances  when  he  com- 
menced this  business  ? 

Answer.  We  knew  him  as  an  agent  for  tow-boats.  I  have  known 
Mr.  Hall  for  six,  seven,  or  eight  years  that  he  has  been  in  Baltimore. 
When  I  first  knew  him  he  was  agent  for  the  American  Coal  Com- 
pany, and  afterwards  for  Cromwell's  line  of  steamers  from  Baltimore 
to  New  York  ;  after  this  war  broke  out  he  got  at  this  business. 

Question.  How  was  he  regarded,  as  to  his  pecuniary  circumstances  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  was  ever  regarded  as  a  man  of  means. 

Question.  How  is  he  now  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  is  pretty  well  to  do.    It  is  generally  supposed  so. 

Question.  Is  it  understood  that  he  is  rich — that  his  revenues  are 
very  large? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  do  you  estimate  them  per  day  from  what  you 
know  of   the  percentages  he  has  received  ? 

Answer.  I  have  known  days  when  he  has  not  done  anything  at  all, 
and  then  I  have  known  him  to  take  seven  or  eight  vessels  that  paid 
him  $50  apiece,  perhaps. 

Question.  Are  not  all  the  vessels  chartered  at  Baltimore  paying 
him  regularly  five  to  seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  upon  all  their  earn- 
ings? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  his  revenues  are  very  large  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  heard  it  estimated  frequently  at  $500  a 
day  ;  of  course  I  could  not  say  myself.  . 

Question.  Do  you  know  Charles  Coblens  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  you  first  know  him  as  being  engaged  in  your 
profession  of  ship-owner  and  broker  ? 
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Answer.  Altogether  since  the  war  broke  out.  Be  was  a  kind  of 
horse  dealer. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Pickrell  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  When  did  you  first  know  him  as  engaged  in  this  de- 
scription of  business  ? 

Answer.  I  never  knew  him  as  a  ship-broker.  I  knew  him  as  a 
commission  merchant,  who  received  consignments  of  goods.  He  owned 
a  small  schooner  some  eight  or  ten  years  ago,  and  I  believe  he  had 
something  to  do  with  building  a  ship.  * 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  portion  of  any  charter-party  of  any 
vessel  chartered  by  the  United  States  government  having  been  paid 
to  Mr.  Hall,  or  any  other  gentleman  representing  or  acting  for  the 
government  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  more  than  the  commission  agreed  upon  in  the 
first  place. 

Question.  Has  Mr.  Hall  acted  as  the  agent  of  the  quartermaster's 
department  in  disposing  vessels  in  the  harbor,  directing  them  when 
they  should  leave,  where  they  should  go,  and  in  stowing  them,  &c.  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  has  frequently  given  instructions  where  the 
captains  should  proceed^  and  sent  a  tug-boat  to  take  them  fo  such  a 
place.  , 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  vessel  chartered  by  the  government, 
and  in  its  employment,  that  has  been  used  for  towing  private  vessels  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not.  I  have  heard  it  stated  that  such  was  the  iact, 
but  I  have  no  knowledge  of  it. 

R.  M.  HESLEN. 


Washington,  Tuesday^  January  20,  1863. 

Richard  F.  Loper,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows : 

Examine  by  the  Chairman. 
# 

Question.  State  your  residence  and  occupation. 

Answer.  I  reside  in  Philadelphia  in  the  winter.  My  summer  resi- 
dence is  in  Stonington,  Connecticut.  I  have  resided  in  Philadelphia 
about  34  years.  I  married  in  Philadelphia.  My  occupation  is  steam- 
boat and  ship  constructor — steam-boiler,  steam-engine,  and  propeller 
constructor,  and  inventor  of  all.  I  am  president  of  the  Philadelphia 
Steam  Propeller  Company,  and  have  been  since  1849.  As  to  my  last 
business,  I  have  neglected  everything  since  the  war  broke  out,  but 
to  attend  to  and  try  to  assist  the  government  and  serve  my  country 
as  much  as  in  me  lay. 

Question.  When  did  you  commence  serving  the  country  during  this 
war? 

The  Witness.  May  I,  if  you  please,  ask  you  a  question  ? 

The  Chairman.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Witness.  I  am  here  before  you  and  will  answer  everything  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief.     Do  you  wish  me  simply  to 
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answer  your  question,  or  explain  inTeference  to  everything  that  you 
want  to  know  ? 

The  Chairman.  I  would  like  to  have  you  answer  my  questions. 
You  can  then,  if  you  desire,  add  any  explanation  you  raay  deem, 
necessary. 

The  Witness.  I  wish  to  satisfy  you  and  give  you  information  on  the 
subject  of  your  investigation.  I  know  more — I  say  before  God  and 
man,  and  I  can  give  you  more  information  than  any  other  man  living 
on  the  subject  of  your  inquiry. 

Question.  Have  you  been  engaged  in  chartering  vessels  to  the  gov- 
ernment or  for  the  government  during  the  present  insurrection  ? 

Answer.  Both. 

Question.  When  did  you  commence  chartering  vessels  to  the 
government  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  commenced  taking  them  as  it  were  by  force.  Our 
troops  were  shot  down  in  Baltimore — I  forget  the  date,  but  some- 
where about  the  20th  of  April. 

Question.  The  19th. 

Answer.  Well,  then,  on  the  20th  I  commenced  taking  vessels.. 
We  formed  a  company — those  were  trying  times  to  men's  souls.  Mr. 
J.  Edgar  Thompson,  president  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  and  Mr. 
Felton,  president  of  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington,  and  Baltimore* 
railroad,  and  myself,  came  to  a  determination  to  take  the  responsi- 
bility and  open  a  communication  with  Washington.  Communication 
was  then  all  cut  off.  We  could  hear  from  nothing  nor  nobody. 
Then  it  was  decided. 

Question.  I  inquired  the  date  at  which  you  commenced  chartering^ 
vessels — you  say  the  20th  of  April  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  day  after  the  troops  were  shot  down  in  the- 
streets  of  Baltimore. 

Question.  Were  the  vessels  you  took  up  at  that  time  taken  up  for 
the  government? 

Answer.  They  were  taken  up  for  the  government — not  knowing^ 
whether  the  government  would  pay  for  them,  or  we  would  have  to 
pay  for  them  individually  out  of  our  own  pockets. 

Question.  Had  you  no  auttiority  at  that  time  from  any  one  to  take 
them? 

Answer.  No  sir,  none  whatever^  except  that  Mr.  J.  Edgar  Thompson 
was  appointed  by  Mr.  Cameron  transportation  agent. 

Question.  From  that  time  since  you  have  been  acting  for  the  gov- 
ernment in  taking  vessels? 

Answer.  In  no  way.  The  owners  of  these  vessels  that  we  took 
became  anxious  to  have  their  vessels  back  or  to  know  who  was  going^ 
to  pay  f(f»r  them.  Mr.  Thompson  then  appointed  me  sub  agent  to 
him  to  sign  these  charters.  There  was  no  price  agreed  upon  for  the 
vessels  at  the  time  they  were  taken.  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Felton, 
and  myself,  fixed  the  price  which  these  vessels  ought  to  be  paid  and 
fixed  up  the  charters  and  I  signed  them  as  assistant  agent  of  the  War 
Department,  receiving  my  appointment  through  Mr.  Thompson, 
which  appointment  is  now  on  file  with  the  War  Department  at 
Washington.     In  about  three  or  four  weeks,  I  do  not  remember  ex- 
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actly  now,  from  the  tinae  I  received  my  appointment,  I  received  a  no- 
tice from  J.  Edgar  Thompson  that  Mr.  Tucker  had  been  appointed 
transportation  agent  and  my  services  would  be  no  longer  required. 
After  that  I  signed  no  charters,  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four 
schooners  I  took  up  abont  forty  schooners  for  Greneral  Burnside  at 
Annapolis.     I  assisted  him.     I  volunteered. 

Question.  When  was  that? 

Answer.  That  was  in  January  last,  I  think.  I  was  with  him  about 
forty-five  days  there;  helped  him  all  in  my  power;  volunteered,  with  no 
authority  but  Mr.  Tucker's  request,  only  love  of  country.  I  chartered 
forty  different  vessels  for  him  ;  made  the  bargain  by  his  order. 

Question.  In  whose  name  were  they  chartered,  and  who  signed  the 
•charter-parties  on  the  part  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  The  most  of  them  were  signed  by  Mr.  Tucker  ;  afterwards, 
by  request  of  General  Burnside,  a  part  of  them  were  signed  by  me,  as 
I  said,  by  the  authority  of  General  Burnside  and  John  Tucker. 

Question.  How  did  it  happen  that  G-eneral  Burnside  and  John 
Tucker  did  not  sign  them  themselves  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

'Question.  Was  General  Burnside  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Tucker  there? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  or  he  would  have  signed  them. 

Question.  Why  did  you  say,  when  you  signed  them,  that  you  signed 
them  by  order  of  Mr.  Tucker  ? 

Answer.  Because  he  told  me  to  do  everything  by  order  of  General 
Burnside. 

Question.  Had  you  any  written  authority  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  that  with  you  ? 

Answer.  I  have  a  despatch  from  Mr  .Tucker  that  General  Burnside 
had  requested  him  to  send  me  to  him  to  assist  him  at  Annapolis. 

Question.  What  other  vessels  have  you  chartered  besides  those  for 
the  Burnside  expedition  ? 

Answer.  None  myself. 

Question.  What  others  have  you  been  instrumental  in  having 
chartered  ? 

Answer.  A  great  many.  Mr.  Tucker  employed  me  to  examine  and 
report  upon  and  recommend  all  the  steamboats  that  were  chartered  in 
Philadelphia  and  New  York  for  General  McClellan's  expedition.  I 
examined  and  reported  them,  and  Mr.  Tucker  and  Mr.  Hodges, 
whom  the  Secretary  of  War  detailed  to  assist  Mr.  Tucker,  made  the 
l)argains  and  fixed  the  prices,  and  Mr.  Hodges  signed  all  the  charters. 

Question.  Did  you  examine  and  report  upon  the  Matamora  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  examine  and  report  upon  the  Baltimore? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  she  was  not  then  chartered.  The  Matamora,  sir, 
was  chartered  here.  She  was  on  this  river,  if  I  remember  correctly. 
She  was  chartered  by  Colonel  Ingalls.     The  Matamora  is  of  311  tons. 

Question.  Did  you  examine  and  report  upon  the  George  Washing- 
ton, Captain  Whilldin's  vessel? 
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Answer.  Yes. 

Question    The  Mayflower? 

Answer.  She  was  not  chartered  where  we  were. 

Question.  The  Telegraph  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  vessels,  or  any  interest  in  any  vessels  now 
in  the  employment  of  the  government  ?  If  so,  state  their  names,  dis- 
tinguishing between  such  as  are  steamers  and  such  as  are  sailing  ves- 
sels, their  tonnage,  the  rate  per  day,  and  what  particular  interest  you 
have  in  them. 

Answer.  I  present  the  following  list  as  an  answer  to  your  inter- 
rogatory : 

R,  jP.  Leper's  list  of  vessels  chartered^  Sft;, 


Bteamers. 

Per  diem. 

Tonnage. 

Owners. 

Sophia 1 

Planet 

Josephine 

ThoB.  Sparks ..,.-.-....... 

$146  00 
146  00 
146  00 
146  00 

i46  00 
130  00 
130  00 
120  00 

326 
326 
325 
325 

350 
200 

176 
200 
200 
200 

Phila.  Steam  Propeller  Co. 
Do.                do. 
Do.                do. 
Do.                do. 

The  above-named  steamers  have  been 
chartered  for  $145  per  day  in  summer, 
and  $160  per  day  in  winter,  except  this 
winter. 
Col.  Rucker 

Do.                do. 

L.  0-  OAnnon 

Do.                do. 

Major  Belger ^. 

Do.                do. 

Novelty 

Do.                do. 

H.  Burden 

Do.               do. 

Sarah 

Do.               do. 

BUttk  Diamond 

Do.               do. 

Ironsides -...«.-...., ............... 

Do.               do. 

Ann  Eliza..-.. ,... 

N.  Y.  Exp.  Steamboat  Tc  . 
Do.                do. 

Alida 

Bristol 

Do.               do. 

Beverly 

Do.               do. 

I  do  not  collect  nor  charge  any  com- 
mission on  the  four  boats  last  named 
above,  except  Ann  Eliza. 
Monitor 

300  00 

300 
1,000 
1,000 
376 
400 
350 
360 
300 
400 
400 
350 

300 

R.  F.  Loper,  part  owner* 
Do.               do. 

New  York 

J.  Brooks 

Do.               do. 

Diamond  State 

Do.               do. 

Chas.  Osgood 

Do.               do. 

Qainnebaug  ....  .................... 

Do.               do. 

8hetucket 

Do.               do. 

Patuxent 

125  00 
300  00 
300  00 
200  00 

160  00 

Do.               do. 

General  Meigs  ........•...•••.•••... 

Do.                do. 

General  Bumside 

Do.               do. 

Swan 

Do.               do. 

I  never  have  charged  any  commission 
on  the  above-named  boats,  steamer  Ann 
Eliza  excepted. 
Decatur. ........................... 

Do.               do. 
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Question.  In  which  of  these  vessels  do  70a  own  an  interest? 

Answer.  In  the  Monitor  I  own  one-fourth;  in  the  New  York  I  own 
one-sixth  ;  in  the  Brooks  I  own  one-fourth  ;  in  the  Diamond  State  I 
own  one-third;  in  the  Charles  Osgood  I  own  one-third;  in  the  Quinne- 
baug  I  own  one-third;  in  the  Shetucket  I  own  one-fourth;  in  the  Patux- 
ent  I  own  all;  in  the  General  Meigs  I  own  one-fourth;  in  the  General 
Burnside  I  own  one-fourth;  in  the  Swan  I  own  one-fourth. 

Question.  You  are  a  stockholder  in  the  New  York  Steamboat  Ex- 
press Company  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  in  the  Philadelphia  Steam  Propeller  Com- 
pany. My  interest  in  the  vessels  of  the  Philadelphia  Steam  Pro- 
peller Company  and  the  New  York  Steamboat  Express  Company  is 
only  that  of  a  stockholder. 

Question.  State  of  what  vessels  you  act  as  the  representative  or 
agent  or  ''ship's  husband/'  the  tonnage  of  such  vessels,  so  far  as 
you  know^  and  the  compensation  that  is  being  paid  by  the  government 
for  their  use. 

Answer.  I  will  answer  that  interrogatory  by  handing  you  a  list  of 
all  the  vessels  of  which  I  am  ship's  husband,  or  for  which  I  collect 
the  moneys  as  follows  : 

LfUt  of  vessels. 


Steamers. 


John  Tucker 

Robert  Morris 

Express 

Pilot  Boy 

Qeorge  Washington 

United  States 

W.  Whilldin 

Phosnix 

Star 

Com.  S.  F.  Dapont 
Commerce... ...... 

J.  P.Levy 

Alida 

Alert 

Champion w. 

Adriatic 

City  of  Richmond  . . 

Patapsoo 

Thoe.  Swan 

George's  Creelc...., 


Per  diem. 


$300  00 
275  00 
176  00 
165  00 
160  00 
160  00 
150  00 
115  00 
110  00 
105  00 
105  00 
75  00 

75  00 

76  00 
75  00 
40  00 

Per  month. 
6,560  00 
7,975  00 
7,975  00 
7,975  00 


Tonnage. 


481JJ 

SS2 
266 

310ZJ 


130 
126JS 


69 
77i 
67 

68» 


462 
462 
462 


Question.  Are  these  vessels,  named  in  the  two  lists  which  yon  have 
presented,  still  in  the  employment  of  the  government? 

Answer.  They  are  in  the  service  now  of  the  government ;  but  the 
Thomas  Swan,  Patapsco  and  the  George's  Creek  have  changed 
owners,  and  the  present  owner  has  not  employed  me  to  do  his  busi- 
ness ;  but  I  was  commanded  to  bring  here  a  list  of  all  these  vessels. 

Question.  Have  you  had  anything  to  do  with  sailing  vessels  ? 
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Answer.  No,  8ir  ;  not  one,  except  those  chartered  for  General  Burn- 
Bide  ;  that  is  all.  At  New  York  and  Annapolis  I  notified  every  master 
of  a  vessel  who  was  there,  sending  the  notice  through  a  soldier  with 
his  musket  at  his  shoulder,  that  if  they  allowed  a  broker  to  interfere 
or  attempt  to  charter  a  vessel  to  government,  [  would  not  charter  her, 
and  would  send  to  New  York  and  Baltimore  for  the  vessels  ;  arid  no 
commission  was  paid  to  a  living  soul.  Mr.  Tucker  sent  for  me  to 
come  to  Washington  immediately. 

Question.  When? 

Answer,  When  the  McClellan  expedition  was  getting  up;  that  was 
in  January,  1861.  I  me.t  General  McClellan  and  Mr.  Secretary 
Stanton  and  Mr.  Tucker  together  at  the  War  Department.  General 
McClellan  asked  me  to  make  an  estimate  of  what  it  would  cost  to  move 
his  army  ;  he  gave  me  a  list  of  everything  he  had  to  go — wagons, 
stores,  horses,  and  men  ;  and  I  made  an  estimate,  which  took  me  two 
days,  and  handed  it  in.  The  army  was  to  be  moved  60  miles  ;  it  was 
delayed  ;  they  wanted  to  move  right  oflf,  but  it  was  delayed  some  six 
weeks  before  I  heard  anything  more  from  it.  Mr.  Tucker  then  came 
on  and  asked  me  if  I  would  assist  in  getting  vessels  for  the  McClellan 
expedition,  and  examine  them  and  report  to  him. 

(Question.  Mr.  Tucker  came  on  to  where  ? 

Answer.  To  Philadelphia.  He  told  me  that  he  and  Mr.  Hodges 
were  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  get  up  the  vessels  for  this 
expedition  ;  but  he  told  me  that  he  was  not  authorized  to  pay  me 
anything  for  my  services,  and  I  must  charge  no  commission  nor  any- 
thing else  for  my  services  ;  I  then  told  him  that  I  would  volunteer  ray 
services,  and  that  I  would  charge  the  government  nothing  for  my 
time.  I  examined  all  the  vessels  which  I  could  find  in  New  York 
and  all  we  could  get  in  Philadelphia;  every  steamboat  that  was  fit, 
that  could  be  taken,  was  taken.  Mr.  Flanagan,  Mr.  Groves  of  the 
Ericsson  line,  Captain  Whilldin,  and  Mr.  Clyde  of  the  express  line, 
whom  I  had  been  doing  business  for,  I  told  th«m  each,  and  every  one 
of  them,  that  I  could  not  take  a  commission  in  any  form  or  manner, 
nor  I  never  did  take  one  penny  for  all  the  vessels  examined  for  the 
expedition.  We  got  all  that  we  could  get  in  New  York.  Since  this 
war  begun,  I  have  been  offered  by  almost  all  the  ship-brokers  in  New 
York  to  divide  the  commission  with  me  on  vessels,  which  offer  I  never 
have  accepted  ;  not  one  dollar,  either  directly  or  indirectly.  In  refer- 
ence to  that  McClellan  expedition,  I  followed  out  here  and  took  charge 
of  the  ships,  artillery  and  men,  with  Colonel  Ingalls,  and  stayed  until 
the  expedition  was  all  off;  all  that  made  me  go  into  this  business  was 
my  love  of  my  country.  I  told  Mr.  Til  ton,  1  have  got  money  enough 
for  myself  and  my  children,  but  if  we  have  no  country,  what  is  all 
my  property  worth  ;  that  was  when  our  troops  were  shot  down  ;  but 
if  1  can  make  a  commission  out  of  a  vessel  chartered  at  a  low  rate,  I 
don't  see  any  harm  in  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  steamer  Columbia? 
Answer.  I  think  she  is  a  Baltimore  boat.     She  was  chartered  for 
the  McClellan  expedition  at  $350  a  day.     She  is  very  high  between 
decks. 
Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  her  charter? 
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Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  yoo  know  anything  about  the  old  steamer  TelegrEiph? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  never  had  any  connexion  with  the  chartering 
of  the  vessels  at  Baltimore,  except  when  large  quantities  of  vessels 
were  loaded  with  government  stores  to  go  to  Annapolis  and  Balti- 
more I  have  recommended  their  agents,  McCready  and  Mott,  who 
had  more  than  almost  anybody  else,  to  Mr.  Hall.  I  suppose  hun- 
dreds of  them,  they  having  more  than  anybody  else.  Occasionally  I 
have  sent  eastern  steamboats  to  him.  Colonel  Belger  was  taking  up 
vessels,  and  Hall  is  a  clever  fellow.  He  has  remunerated  me  very 
liberally  for  all  that  I  have  ever  done. 

Question.  How  has  he  remunerated  you  ? 

Answer.  He  has  given  me  money  from  time  to  time,  which  he  said 
he  could  afford  to  pay  for  the  services  I  had  rendered  to  him. 

Question.  Did  he  pay  you  for  the  vessels  that  be  chartered  for  thid 
McClellan  expedition  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of.  He  did  not  name  any  vessels  for  the 
money  t^at  he  gave  me.  I  had  a  right  to  receive  it  a»  sent.  It  was 
distinctly  understood  at  New  York  and  Philadelphia  that  I,  was  to 
have  no  compensation  for  it  whatever.  I  did  not  a^k  of  him  the 
money  he  gave  me.  I  made  an  excellent  use  of  it.  I  gave  as  much 
away  for  the  use  of  my  country. 

Question.  How  much  did  he  pay  you  ? 

Answer.  I  never  kept  any  account.  I  put  it  into  the  sinking  fund. 
I  think  he  may  have  paid  me  ten  or  twelve  thousand  dollars.  I  could 
not  say  exactly  on  my  oath. 

Question.  Does  he  owe  you  any  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Is  any  more  coming  to  you? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of.  I  have  no  claim  on  him.  It  m  only 
to  his  generosity. 

Question.  You  had  no  contract  with  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  only  he  said  if  I  would  send  him  the  vessels  he 
would  divide  the  per  cent. 

Question.  Was  there  no  understanding  as  to  what  division  ahould 
be  made  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  understanding  with  him  that  you  should 
have  any  portion  of  the  percentage  upon  the  earnings  of  these  ves- 
sels which  you  sent  him  per  charter,  so  long  aa  they  might  remain  in 
the  employment  of  the  governotent? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  In  regard  to  commismons  paid  for  charlers,  if 
the  charter  is  tor  a  definite  period,  the  commission  is  only  paid  until 
the  end  of  that  period;  but  if  the  merchant  or  broker  gets  the  charter 
extended,  or  if  it  reads  for  thirty  days  and  as  much  longer  as  required 
for  the  use  of  the  government,  the  agent  or  broker  is,  in  my  opinion, 
entitled  to  his  commissions  until  the  vessel  is  discharged  from  the 
service.  I  consider  that  a  man,  if  he  charters  a  vessel  for  thirty 
days,  and  agreea  to  pay  an  agent  for  that  charter  a  commission 
for  thirty  days,  has  the  liberty  to  withdraw  that.  I  have  offered 
to  Captain  Whilldin  and  Mr.  Clyde^  and  all  these  genU^men,  to  let 
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them  withdraw  their  vessels  from  me  if  they  did  not  wish  to  pay  me. 
If  they  did  not  wish  me  to  do  the  business,  and  wished  to  do  it  them- 
selves, I  offered  to  give  up  the  charters.  I  gave  up  to  Mr.  Clyde  the 
charters  of  some  four  or  five  vessels  last  July.  I  knew  Mr.  Hall 
could  not  go  astray  in  chartering  vessels  for  the  McClellan  expedition, 
because  I  knew  he  had  positive  orders  what  to  pay  for  those  vessels, 
and  he  could  not  pay  more  than  what  he  was  ordered  to  by  Mr.  Tucker. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Hall  at  Annapolis  at  the  time  you  speak 
of  having  been  down,  and  having  sent  a  soldier  around  to  warn  the 
captains  not  to  employ  an  agent  ? 

Answer.  I  did;  and  I  chartered  two  or  three  tugs  of  Mr.  Hall  then,  I 
believe. 

Question.  Did  you  know  that  Mr.  Hall  was  getting  a  per  cent,  at 
that  very  time  for  doing  the  very  thing  you  were  warning  the 
captains  of? 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  did  not  notify  him. 

Question.  Did  you  know  that  Mr.  Hall  was  getting,  or  trying  to 
get,  a  per  cent,  from  the  captains  at  the  very  time  that  you  were 
sending  this  soldier  around,  with  a  musket  on  his  arm^  warning  the 
captains  against  employing  an  agent  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  did  not.  I  do  not  think — I  am  positive — he  did 
not  get  a  commission  on  a  vessel  that  was  there. 

Question.  Are  you  confident  that  he  never  got  a  commission  on  the 
vessels  furnished  for  the  McClellan  expedition  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  presume  he  did.  I  have  no  doubt  he  did.  He 
had  an  undoubted  right  to  charge  the  owners  a  commission,  provided 
he  got  these  vessels  inside  of,  or  up  to,  the  mark  at  which  he  was 
authorized  to  charter  them. 

Question.  If  he  had  a  right  to  do  that,  why  had  not  these  brokers 
at  Annapolis  an  equal  right  to  do  it  ? 

Answer.  There  were  none  there.  There  were  only  those  that  came 
tiiere  for  it. 

Question.  If  Mr.  Hall  had  a  right  to  do  this  in  Baltimore,  had  not 
a  Baltimore  broker,  who  weat  down  to  Annapolis,  a  right  to  do  it 
there? 

Answer.  I  should  think  not ;  because  I  had  given  the  notice,  and 
I  could  do  it  myself  and  save  the  owners  the  commission,  and  by  that 
means  I  could  probably  charter  the  vessels  less.  I  believe  I  did 
make  that  argument.  I  believe  I  did  charter  several  vessels  less  than 
we  had  been  paying  on  that  account. 

Question.  l)id  you  charter  any  there  at  a  lower  rate  than  that  fixed 
by  the  department  or  the  quartermaster — four  dollars  a  ton  ? 

Answer.  There  was  no  rate  fixed  for  the  Burnside  expedition. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  any  at  lower  than  that  amount  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  did.  I  have  not  got  that  list  with  me,  but  I 
think  I  did. 

Question.  Are  you  confident  of  that? 

Answer.  I  can't  say  positively ;  but  I  got  the  vessels  very  low. 

Question.  Then  the  truth  is,  you  were  getting  a  per  cent,  on  the 
McClellaa  expedition,  through  Hall  ? 
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Answer.  Not  at  all,  sir.  Mr.  Hall  has  never  rendered  me  anj 
account. 

Question.  If  the  percentage  that  you  received  from  Hall — ten  or 
twelve  thousand  dollars — was  the  division  of  a  percent,  upon  the 
earnings  of  the  vessels  employed  by  the  government,  including  those 
for  the  McClellan  expedition,  you  did  receive  that  much  compensation 
for  the  McClellan  expedition  ? 

Answer.  If  I  did,  sir — answering  your  question — I  don't  know 
whether  it  was  on  McClellan's  expedition  or  any  other.  If  it  was  so, 
I  was  justly  entitled  to  it,  for  the  reason  that  I  was  never  notified  of 
it.  I  say  I  never  did  any  business  in  Baltimore,  never  examined  any 
of  these  vessels  in  Baltimore;  and  if  Mr.  Hall  had  given  me  that  on 
that  account  for  vessels  employed  in  the  McC>'ellan  expedition,  I  would 
have  been  justly  entitled  to  it,  because  I  did  not  examine  any  in 
Baltimore. 

Question.  I  ask  you  whether  you  got  it  or  not? 

Answer.  That  I  don't  know;  I  got  so  much  money.  If  it  had  been 
in  the  McClellan  expedition,  it  was  upon  this  I  agreed  not  to  charge; 
I  agreed  not  to  charge  upon  those  I  examined  for  the  McClellan 
expedition. 

Question.  How  came  you  to  send  the  vessels  wholly  to  Mr.  Hall, 
in  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  Because  he  is  an  old  acquaintance,  and  he  told  me  that  he 
was  poor,  was  out  of  business — I  don't  know  as  he  put  the  word  "poor" 
to  it — that  government  had  his  vessels,  and  he  had  nothing  to  do; 
and  for  any  vessels  I  would  send  to  him  he  would  satisfy  me,  and  for 
old  acquaintance  sake  I  sent  it  to  him,  not  with  a  view  of  making 
money  out  of  it  at  the  time. 

Question.  It  was  not  because  he  agreed  to  divide  the  profits  with 
you,  but  on  account  of  old  acquaintance  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  did  not  know  whether  I  would  get  a  dollar  or 
anything  else;  it  was  merely  a  promise;  it  was  no  trouble  to  me,  and 
I  sent  the  boats. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  known  him? 

Answer.  Off  and  on  since  1821;  since  about  the  time  I  went  to  the 
8outh  seas.  He  is  a  Connecticut  man,  and  I  am;  we  were  near  neigh- 
bors. Norwich  is  pretty  near  to  Stonington.  I  can't  say  how  long  I 
have  known  him. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  Highland  Light? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  interest  in  her  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember. 

Question.  Is  she  on  that  list? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  she  is  not  chartered.  She  is  running  here,  but 
with  no  price  set  upon  her  charter. 

Question.  Is  the  government  paying  for  her? 

Answer.  They  are  not. 

Question.  Have  they  agreed  to  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  yet. 
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Question.  Who  has  charge  of  her — doing  the  business  ? 

Answer.  Captain  Powers  or  Captain  Acker. 

Question.  How  came  she  to  be  in  the  employment  of  the  govern- 
ment? 

Answer.  All  I  know  about  it  is,  I  asked  Captain  Powers  if  the  ves- 
sel was  chartered;  he  said,  no;  but  she  was  requested  by  Colonel  In- 
galls  to  be  sent  out  here^  and  he  would  charter  her.  The  Long  Branch 
is  in  the  same  situation;  in  her  I  have  an  interest. 

Question.  Is  she  on  the  list? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  because  she  is  not  chartered. 

Question.  Is  there  any  understanding  or  agreement  as  to  the  amount 
of  pay.  that  is  to  be  allowed  them  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Who  requested  them  to  be  sent  out  ? 

Answer.  Colonel  Ingalls. 

Question.  Who  says  so? 

Answer.  Captain  Powers,  the  other  owner.     That  is  all  that 

Question.  In  what  way  is  the  Highland  Light  employed? 

Answer.  She  is  running  from  here  to  Acquia  creek. 

Question.  Where  is  the  Long  Branch  employed  ? 

Answer.  The  same. 

Question.  What  is  the  tonnage  of  these  vessels  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  their  age? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you  positively,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  examine  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  you  buy  your  interest  in  them  ? 

Answer.  Before  they  were  put  into  the  service  of  the  government. 

Question.  When  was  that? 

Answer.  I  think  about  three  months  since. 

Question.  Where  were  they  when  you  bought  them  ? 

Answer.  In  New  York. 

Question.  Did  you  see  them  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  the  Highland  Light. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  Long  Branch  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not;  I  saw  her  here. 

Question.  You  never  saw  her  until  you  saw  her  here? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  bought  her  without  seeing  her? 

Answer.  I  bought  her  provided  she  was  as  good  as  represented. 
Then  I  examined  her  according  to  it  here. 

Question.  You  cannot  remember  the  age,  the  tonnage,  nor  the  di- 
niensions  of  the  Highland  Light  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Nor  of  the  Long  Branch? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  because  it  is  a  delicate  thing  to  testify  to  a  thing 
you  have  to  be  particular  in. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  the  compensation  that  either  of  them 
are  receiving  ? 
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Answer.  They  are  not  receiving  anything  ;  that  is  the  reason  they 
are  not  on  this  list. 

Question.  They  are  in  the  employment  of  the  government? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  hut  there  is  no  agreement  whether  they  shall 
have  one  hundred  or  five  hundred  dollars. 

Question.  Do  you  own  anything  in  the  City  of  Hudson? 

Answer.  I7o,  sir  ;  I  have  no  interest  in  her. 

Question.  Of  whom  did  you  buy  your  interest  in  the  Highland 
Light  and  the  Long  Branch  ? 

Answer.  I  bought  them  of  Mr.  Martin  and  Mr.  Powers. 

Question.  What  is  the  extent  of  your  interest? 

Answer,  I  think  it  is  one-sixth  of  the  Highland  Light,  and  one- 
eighth  of  the  Long  Branch. 

Question,  How  much  do  you  own  in  the  Monitor  ? 

Answer.  One-third. 

Question.  Who  did  you  buy  it  of? 

Answer.  Of  Captain  Powers,  before  she  was  finished,  while  she  was 
building. 

Question.  How  large  a  vessel  is  she  ? 

Answer.  She  is  about  300  tons.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  her  char- 
ter to  government.  I  made  a  proposition  for  her,  and  for  the  Secor, 
and  for  the  Swan,  to  go  to  Hilton  Head,  which  is  before  General 
Meigs.  My  proposition  is  there  to  show  that  I  am  not  ashamed  to 
show  what  my  interest  is,  and  that  I  am  managing  one  of  these  ves- 
sels, the  Monitor. 

Question.  Do  you  hold  any  interest,  in  your  name,  as  trustee  in  any 
vessel  of  any  description,  directly  or  indirectly^  for  the  benefit  of 
another  person  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not ;  unless  it  is  for  my  heirs,  whoever  they 
may  be. 

Question.  Have  you  any  interest  in  the  ice-boat  that  has  been  lately 
sent  around  here  to  the  Potomac  from  New  York? 

Answer.  Only  as  iar  as  the  government  is  concerned. 

Question.  How  are  you  interested  in  her? 

Answer.  I  was  in  Colonel  Ingall's  office  when  he  received  a  despatch 
from  Washington  to  send  immediately  a  powerful  tug-boat  for  the 
breaking  of  the  ice  in  the  Potomac. 

Question.  Whom  did  that  despatch  come  from? 

Answer.  Colonel  Bucker.  He  asked  me  if  I  knew  of  such  a  boat 
that  would  answer.  There  was  none  in  Philadelphia.  I  told  him  I 
knew  of  one ;  it  was  the  Cecil. 

Question.  When  was  that  despatch  sent? 

Answer.  About  a  month  since.  I  told  him  I  knew  of  the  Cecil  in 
New  York.  I  pulled  out  my  book,  and  named  over  the  different  boat«, 
and  I  said  that  the  Cecil,  which  we  had  in  the  McClellan  expedition, 
for  which  she  was  paid  $200  a  day,  was  the  best  boat  that  we  had,  and 
that  I  thought  I  could  get  her.  He  asked  me  to  telegraph  to  her 
owner,  and  he  telegraphed  to  Colonel  Crosman.  I  telegraphed  to  the 
owner,  and  he  telegraphed  that  she  was  coaled  all  ready  to  start,  with 
enough  to  last  her,  and  could  leave  at  once.     He  then  telegraphed  to 
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Major  Van  Vliet  to  examine  the  boat,  and  if  she  was  all  right  to  send 
her,  and  she  was  sent. 

Question,  Did  you  get  any  percentage  on  her  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  one  cent.  I  acted  then  to  assist  the  govern- 
ment. 

Qnestion,  You  had  no  interest  in  her? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  of  the  John  Brooks  ? 

Answer.  Here  she  is  on  this  list. 

Question.  Tou  are  interested  in  her? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  am.  She  is  about  1,000  tons.  She  is  chartered 
to  the  government  for  a  particular  service. 

Question.  What  is  the  service  ? 

Answer.  She  was  chartered,  and  a  heavy  expense  put  on  her^ 
ironed  for  breaking  up  this  river ;  but,  as  they  do  almost  everything 
to  suit  themselves,  when  she  got  as  far  as  Fortress  Monroe,  they 
turned  away  down  to  Beaufort.  She  had  in  the  McClellan  expedition 
$800  a  day.  I  knew  her  well — a  fine  boat.  I  had  been  to  work  for 
six  months  to  buy  into  her.  I  believe  I  have  one-fourth  interest.  She 
is  chartered  now  at  $100  less — $700,  I  think.  She  was  got  to  break 
this  ice  at  $700.  I  told  them  I  would  not  sanction  her  charter  at 
more  than  $700  for  breaking  ice  or  anything  else,  although  we  have 
vessels  in  the  government  service  at  $800  or  $900  that  are  not  worth 
as  much  money  as  she  is.  Now,  I  have  twelve  or  fourteen  propellers 
that  I  own  one-half  or  one-fourth  in  that  are  not  in  the  government 
service ;  but  if  I  can  put  them  in  at  a  fair  price  to  government  I  will 
charter  them  ;  if  not,  they  can  lie  until  spring.  Then  we  can  make 
as  much  money  with  them  in  our  regular  business  as  we  can  make  out 
of  government. 

Question.  Have  you  chartered  any  vessels  of  Anthony  Groves, 
junior? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  took  them.  That  was  in  the  forepart  of  the 
war ;  that  was  about  April  20. 

Question.  Did*  you  get  any  per  cent,  on  those  vessels? 

Answer.  Not  as  government  agent. 

Question.  Did  you  as  anybody's  agent  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  collected  the  bills  afterwards,  and  took  five 
per  cent.  They  were  only  chartered  for  one  month.  The  time  was 
out ;  after  that  I  had  no  commission  on  them  at  all.  There  was  no 
money  during  the  whole  time  I  acted  as  agent  of  the  government 
under  Mr.  Thompson  ;  I  did  not  handle  any. 

Question  How  much  did  your  percentage  amount  to  that  you  col- 
lected of  Mr.  Groves,  jr.,  as  president  of  his  company? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  How  much  do  you  suppose  it  was  ? 

Answer.  Well,  it  might  have  been  three  or  five  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  Was  it  not  five  thousand  dollars? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  I  kept  no  account  of  it.  I  keep  no  cash 
account  whatever,  and  have  not  for  fifteen  years.  I  make  my  bank 
keep  my  cash  account,  sir.     Everything  goes  into  one  heap. 

Question.  Do  you  still  collect  money  for  Mr.  Groves?    ^         ^ 
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Answer.  No,  sir,  I  have  not  since  the  McClellan  expedition.  I  told 
him  I  could  not  collect  for  him.  He  has  come  to  me  repeatedly  and 
begged  me  to  do  it.     I  told  him  I  could  not  and  would  not  do  it. 

Question.  Does  the  list  you  have  submitted  include  all  the  vessels 
that  you  have  chartered  ? 

Answer.  Tour  direction  to  me  was  to  bring  a  list  of  all  vessels 
chartered  to  the  government  that  I  have  an  interest  in.  I  have 
gone  further  than  that,  and  have  brought  you  a  list  of  all  I  have  done 
business  for. 

Question.  Does  this  include  all  that  you  do  business  for  to-day? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  chartered  a  great  many  in  which  your  interest 
has  ceased  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  my  interest  is  still  in  the  Philadelphia  Steam 
Propeller  Company, 

Question.  You  have  had  an  interest  in  a  great  many  vessels  that 
have  now  ceased  to  be  in  the  government  employment? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  believe  that,  out  of  the  twelve  that  I  am  in- 
terested in  as  a  stockholder  of  the  steam  propeller  company,  or  indi- 
vidually, only  two  have  ever  been  employed  in  the  government 
service. 

Question.  How  many  vessels  have  you  chartered  for  the  govern- 
ment service  in  Philadelphia  that  are  now  out  of  employment  as  gov- 
ernment vessels  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  answer  that  question,  because  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Were  there  a  great  many  vessels  of  that  description  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  if  you  take  in  Mr.  Groves's. 

Question.  Take  them  all  in.  So  long  as  they  were  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  government  you  were  interested  in  the  five  per  cent,  you 
were  getting  ? 

Answer.  I  was  interested  in  collecting  the  money,  but  I  do  not 
calculate  that  I  have  an  interest  in  a  vessel  without  I  own  in  her. 

Question.  Is  not  your  interest  just  as  distinct  and  defined,  if  you 
own  a  part  of  her  charter-party,  as  though  you  owned  a  part  of  the 
vessel  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  get  five  per  cent,  on  her  earnings  under  the  charter- 
party  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  look  at  it  in  that  way.  I  was  afraid  you  woald 
construe  it  in  that  way,  and  I  brought  both  lists. 

Question.  I  desire  a  list  of  these  on  which  you  received  five  per  cent, 
in  addition  to  these. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  will  furnish  it  to  you. 

Question.  Does  this  list  embrace  those  you  are  now  doing  business 
for? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  upon  which  you  are  receiving  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  is  a  large  number  upon  which  you  have  been  re- 
ceiving five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer,   les,  sir. 
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Question.  Here  are  vessels  owned  by  the  company  of  which  you  are 
president  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  stock  of  that  company  is  $340,000? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir— $340,000. 

Question.  You  are  president,  and  have  the  entire  control  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  own  about  one-third  of  its  stock  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  own  that  much. 

Question.  What  was  the  last  dividend  declared  by  your  company  ? 

Answer.  Fifty  per  cent. 

Question.  How  much  was  the  reserve  fund  kept  back  ? 

Answer.  About  $8,000. 

Question.  Was  there  not  more  than  that  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  How  much  was  there,  not  on  hand,  but  due  from  the  gov- 
ernment from  charter-parties,  and  other  bills  receivable?  In  other 
words,  how  much  did  the  government  owe  the  company  at  that  time? 

Answer.  I  should  think  the  government  owed  the  company  at  that 
time  about  $20,000. 

Question.  No  more  ? 

Answer  No,  sir  ;  that  is  independent  of  the  vessel  we  lost  at  Hat- 
teras  ;  she  was  worth  about  $2,500  ;  our  officers  gave  her  up  to  the 
secessionists,  and  General  Burnside,  when  he  got  down  there,  de- 
stroyed her. 

Question.  What  salary  do  you  get  from  the  company  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  get  such  a  heavy  salary  ;  I  get  $2,000  a  year — 
that  is  all.     I  make  my  own  price. 

Question.  That  is  paid,  and  then  you  own  one-third  of  the  stock  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  own  one-third. 

Question.  Is  it  not  pretty  near  it? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  it  is  ;  I  think  I  own  $61,000  of  the  stock. 

Question.  Have  you  parted  with  some  of  your  stock  lately  ? 

Answer.  I  have  parted  with  some — I  think  $10,000  of  my  stock  ;  I 
think  it  was  in  August. 

Question.  Do  you  own  any  of  the  stock  of  that  company,  as 
trustee,  or  for  the  benefit  of  anybody  else? 

Answer.  Not  a  dollar,  unless  it  is  for  my  heirs.  I  would  like  to 
make  a  statement ;  the  Philadelphia  Steamer  Propeller  Company's 
charters^  which  were  for  four  boats — the  Sophia,  Planet,  Josephine, 
and  Sparks — were  out  in  October,  1861.  I  wanted  our  boats;  our  busi- 
ness had  increased  ;  we  wanted  the  boats  for  our  own  use ;  we  could 
make  more  money  out  of  them  in  our  own  business  than  government 
was  paying  for  them,  I  applied  for  their  discharge,  and  the  govern- 
ment was  not  willing  to  discharge  them,  but  wanted  me  to  name  a 
price  at  which  I  would  let  them  have  them.  I,  Yankee  like,  wanted 
to  know  the  most  they  would  give  me  ;  they  turned  to  the  books  and 
examined  to  see  what  they  were  worth,  in  proportion  to  what  other 
vessels  carried  cargoes  for,  and  they  told  me  they  would  give  me  $450 
a  day  ibr  my  boats. 

Question.  Who  told  you  that  ? 
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Answer.  The  agent  of  the  government,  C.  H.  Haswell,  examiner 
for  the  quartermaster  at  New  York.  I  tolJ  him  to  give  it  to  me  in 
writing,  and  I  was  going  to  Washington,  and  I  would  see  if  they 
could  not  get  along  without  the  hoats.  I  wanted  to  show  that  I  was 
acting  for  the  government  as  well  as  myself.  I  went  to  Mr.  Tucker, 
and  showed  him  the  writing.  He  asked  what  I  was  going  to  do.  I 
told  him  I  was  not  going  to  let  them  have  them  even  at  that  price. 
Says  he,  ''  you  are  crazy."  But,  says  I,  **  Mr.  Tucker,  I  will  tell  you 
what  I  will  do  ;  they  shall  have  them  for  $150  a  day.  It  is  coming 
on  winter  ;  I  have  to  pay  21  per  cent,  insurance,  as  they  are  running 
outside  to  sea;  |;hey  shall  have  them  at  $150  a  day;  I  put  on  five 
dollars  a  day  for  extra  insurance."  And  there  those  boats  have  been 
ever  since,  at  that  price,  when  boats  just  like  them — not  so  good,  that 
cannot  carry  their  cargoes — are  receiving  $400  a  day.  I  will  name 
the  boats — the  Dudley,  Buck,  and  the  A.  C.  Collins. 

Question.  Who  chartered  the  Buck  and  Collins  ? 

Answer.  The  same  party — Colonel  Tompkins,  in  New  York. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  whom  he  chartered  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  they  have  been  there  ever  since.  I  don't  know 
who  are  the  owners. 

Question.  Are  they  still  in  government  employment? 

Answer.  They  are,  I  believe,  but  the  General  Meigs  and  General 
Burnside,  for  which  we  charge  $300  a  day,  were  worth  as  much,  and 
they  are  ordered  there  to  take  their  places. 

Question.  What  are  those  vessels  used  for  in  New  York  ? 

Answer,  To  run  to  Beaufort  and  Hatteras,  and  such  places. 

Question.  Are  you  still  receiving  $150  a  day  for  the  vessels  you 
named  ? 

Answer.  When  spring  opened  their  charter  was  out,  and  I  rechar- 
tered  them  at  $145  a  day,  and  they  are  running  now  at  that ;  I  did 
not  even  put  on  the  insurance  this  winter  ;  I  was  satisfied  with  what 
I  was  making. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Hall  when  Mr.  Tucker  sent  for  you  to 
come  on  here  to  the  War  Department,  about  the  McClellan  expedition  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  meet  him  until  you  met  him  at  Annapolis  ? 

Answer.  That  at  Annapolis  was  long  before  the  McClellan  expedi- 
tion ;  'it  was  ai  the  time  of  the  Burnside  expedition. 

Question.  When  did  you  first  see  Mr.  Hall  about  transportation  ? 
Was  it  at  the  War  Department,  or  at  Annapolis  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Hall,  to  my  knowledge  ;  I  might  have 
seen  him,  but  I  don't  think  I  saw  him  to  speak  to  him  about  the 
McClellan  expedition  until  after  it  was  over ;  I  might,  but  I  don't 
remember  it. 

Question.  Did  you  speak  to  him  about  the  Burnside  expedition  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  you  first  see  Mr.  Hall  in  referenoe  to  procuring 
transports  ? 

Answer.  When  became  down  to  Annapolis. 

Question.  Was  that  before  the  Burnside  expedition  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  was  when  the  Burnside  expedition  was  in 
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full  force  ;  it  was  all  got  up  then,  and  the  vessels  were  there  ready  to  go. 
He  came  down  to  see  me  to  see  if  he  could  not  charter  a  couple  of  tugs  ; 
I  chartered  them  ;  he  said  he  owned  them. 

Question.  Was  that  the  time  you  made  the  arrangement  by  which 
he  was  to  divide  with  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  after  that ? 

Answer.  It  might  have  been — well,  I  think  it  was  a  month  after 
the  Burnside  expedition  was  got  up. 

Question.  Was  it  before  the  McClellan  expedition? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  before  it  was  thought  of. 

Question.  Was  your  arrangement  with  him  a  general  one,  or  did 
it  apply  to  any  particular  expedition  ? 

Answer.  He  said,  ^^  Captain  Loper.  I  am  getting  up  a  good  many 
vessels  for  government;  I  will  assist  in  taking  up  vessels,"  I  think 
he  said,  '^for  Colonel  Belger,  and  any  good  steamers  or  boats  that 
you  will  send  to  me,  I  will  take  up,  if  I  can  take  them  up  at  a  fair 
rate,  and  I  will  satisfy  you  for  it,"  That ,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
and  belief,  was  all  that  passed  between  us  ;  and  I  must  say  that  I  got 
a  good  deal  more  money  than  I  expected. 

Question.  There  was  no  agreement  as  to  any  specific  sum  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Question.  Not  that  you  should  divide  equally? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  sent  to  him  a  good  many  vessels  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  a  good  many. 

Question.  What  persons  did  you  send  ? 

Answer.  I  spoke  to  McCready  and  Mott ;  they  have  vessels  running 
here  constantly  which  they  are  agents  for. 

Question.  Who  else  did  you  send? 

Answer.  I  think  I  have  sent  Mr.  Flanagan,  of  Philadelphia,  to 
him.     I  spoke  to  a  great  many  captains. 

Question.  Does  Mr.  Flanagan  have  schooners  and  sailing  vessels  ? 
[    Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  owns  a  great  many  steam-tugs. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  charter  them? 

Answer.  I  did  not  M^ant  them  ;  I  could  not  charter  a  vessel  unless 
I  knew  that  government  wanted  one  ;  then  I  could  examine  them  and 
recommend  them  to  the  quartermaster,  or  to  Mr.  Tucker,  who  had 
authority  for  chartering  them.  I  do  not  consider — ^I  say  on  my  oath — 
I  do  not  consider  that  I  have  received  one  dollar  for  chartering  a 
vessel  for  government ;  I  have  received  it  for  doing  the  business. 

Question.  Your  percentage  in  the  aggregate  that  you  have  received 
for  advancing  and  collecting  the  amount  due  on  charter-parties  has 
been  as  great  as  your  percentage  for  your  brokerage  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  More? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  proportion  do  you  suppose  your  percentage  as 
brokerage  would  bear  to  the  aggregate  amount  that  you  have  received 
for  advancing  and  collecting  money  ? 

Answer.  I  never  received  anything  in  any  other  way  than  for  ad- 
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vanciDg  and  collecting — not  a  dollar  ;  I  never  have  charged  any thipg 
for  interest  in  any  case  except  that  of  Captain  Wbilldin. 

Question.   You  have  charged  for  advancing  and  collecting? 

Answer.  I  have  charged  for  advancing  and  collecting  five  per  cent — 
only  five  per  cent. 

Question.  In  some  instances  have  you  not  charged  more? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  not  one,  with  the  exception  of  Captain  Whilldin  ; 
I  did  not  charge  that ;  he  gave  it  to  me  ;  that  arrangement  with 
Captain  Whilldin  was  two  or  three  months  after  the  vessels  were 
chartered. 

Question.  In  no  other  instance  than  Captain  Whilldin's? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  remember  of. 

Question.  If  you  had  done  it,  would  you  have  remembered  it? 

Answer.  I  think  I  should,  sir. 

Question.  In  addition  to  the  commission,  do  you  not  get  about  five 
per  cent,  for  advancing  and  collecting? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  the  five  per  cent,  includes  everything,  except  in 
the  case  of  Captain  Whilldin  ;  I  did  not  charge  one  cent  for  advancing 
or  interest.  For  Mr.  Williams,  of  the  steamer  Patapsco,  I  advanced 
$76,000  for  three  months. 

Question.  You  have  received  five  per  cent,  from  Mr.  Beybold  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  Captain  Whilldin? 

Answer.  Yes  sir. 

Question.  And  Mr.  Groves  ? 

Answer,  I  have  received  five  per  cent  from  Mr.  Whilldin,  Mr. 
Flanagan,  Mr.  Beybold,  Mr.  Groves,  and  from  Mr.  Clyde,  for  part  of 
his  vessels.     I  gave  up  his  charters  last  July. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  person  who  has  chartered  any  vessel 
to  the  government  or  for  the  government,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
and  received  any  larger  per  cent  out  of  the  charter-party  or  earnings 
of  the  vessel  than  five  per  cent  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have,  in  the  case  of  Captain  Whilldin  only. 

Question.  I  am  not  speaking  of  you,  but  of  other  people.  Do  you 
know  of  anybody  else  who  has  done  it? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  it.  There  are  rumors,  you  know,  all 
around,  but  I  do  not  know  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  one  who  has  chartered  vessels  for  the 
government  at  a  stated  price  per  day  or  per  month,  and  received  a 
part  of  that  price  himself  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not,  sir.  I  do  not  know  positively,  sir,  but  there 
are  cases  where  an  individual  charters  a  vessel  and  then  turns  around 
and  recharters  it  to  the  government.  I  have  heard  of  cases  of  that 
kind. 

R.  F.  LOPEB. 
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Washington,  Saturday y  Jan.  31,  1863. 
Richard  F.  Lopkr,  recalled,  testified  further  as  follows  : 

/ 
Examined  by  the  chairman. 


Qaestion.  Do  you  know  John  F.  Pickrell,  of  Baltimore? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  sir. 

Question.  Tou  never  had  any  business  relations  with  him? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  This  list  presented  by  you,  marked  A,  purporting  to  be 
a  list  of  *'  steamers  recommended  for  charter,  for  the  use  of  the  expe- 
dition under  command  of  Major  General  McOlellan,  U.  8.  A."  is  a 
true  list  of  vessels  inspected  and  recommended  by  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  for  which  I  never  received  any  commission. 

Question.  Do  you  say  that  it  embraces  all  that  you  examined  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  cannot  say  that  I  remember  them  all. 

Question.  Can  you  now  furnish  the  committee  a  list  of  the  vessels 
now  in  the  employment  of  the  government,  or  that  have  been  in  the 
employment  of  the  government  since  the  insurrection  began,  owned 
in  whole  or  in  part  by  you? 

Answer.  I  believe  I  submitted  such  a  list  when  I  gave  my  previous 
testimony.  I  was  asked  if  I  held  any  vessels  chartered  to  govern- 
ment in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  anybody  else,  and  I  answered  that  I 
did  not.  I  desire  to  modify  that,  by  saying  that  I  do  hold  one-third 
of  the  stock  of  the  New  York  Express  Steamboat  Company  in  trust, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Philadelphia  Steam  Propeller  Company  ;  and 
I  hold  $10,000  of  the  stock  of  the  Philadelphia  Steam  Propeller  Com- 
pany, for  the  benefit  of  the  Philadelphia  Steam  Propeller  Company. 

Question.  Does  the  list  submitted  by  you,  which  is  embraced  in 
your  previous  testimony,  contain  all  the  vessels  now  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  government,  or  that  have  been  in  its  employment  since 
the  commencement  of  the  present  rebellion,  in  which  you  are  inter- 
ested as  owner,  or  part  owner  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  with  the  exception  of  the  Fanny,  which  was 
captured  by  the  rebels  in  the  early  part  of  the  war. 

Question.  Have  you  any  interest  in  the  City  of  Hudson  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  nor  never  had. 

Question.  Have  you  any  in  the  Highland  Light? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  said  in  my  previous  testimony  that  I  bought 
her  of  Captain  Powers,  but  it  appears  by  the  bill  of  sale,  which  I  have 
here,  that  I  bought  her. of  Captain  J.  Milton  Martin. 

Question.  Is  there  a  vessel  called  the  Island  Light? 

Answer.  I  believe  there  is. 

Question.  Have  you  any  interest  in  her  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  yon  any  interest  in  the  Monitor? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  own  one-sixth  of  her. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  steamer  Telegraph  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  her,  unless  it  is  the  old  Telegraph 
that  used  to  belong  to  Captain  Whilldin. 
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Question.  She  belongs  to  a  man  named  Coblens? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  that,  unless  he  bought  her  of  Cap- 
tain Whilldin.  I  think  likely  it  is  her.  She  has  not  been  owned  in 
Philadelphia  for  eight  or  nine  years. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  her  value? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  it  has  been  so  long  ? 

Question.  Do  you  know  about  the  Baltimore  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  ;  the  propeller  Baltimore ;  I  examined  her  at 
Alexandria,  to  rate  lier  for  troops. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  the  Baltimore? 

Answer.  I  should  think  she  was  a  vessel  worth  about  $25,000  to 
$30,000.  I  should  think  she  was  of  about  300  to  320  tons,  speaking 
from  memory. 

Question.  What  interest  had  you  in  the  Patapsco? 

Answer.  None  whatever  ;  only  to  do  her  business ;  to  collect  for 
her.  But  the  Patapsco  mentioned  in  my  list,  and  that  I  now  allude 
to,  is  a  steamship  of  about  450  tons,  and  not  the  tug  Patapsco  at  Bal- 
timore. 

I  will  certify,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  the  steamers  be- 
longing to  the  Philadelphia  Steam  Propeller  Company,  owned  in  part 
by  me,  and  all  the  steamers  I  have  examined  and  reported  and  col- 
lected their  charter-money,  and  for  which  I  have  received  a  commis- 
sion, are  all  chartered  at  an  average  price  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  less 
than  other  steamers  of  the  same  tonnage  chartered  by  the  govern- 
ment since  the  war  or  this  ungrateful  rebellion  commenced. 

The  lists,  A,  B,  and  C,  alluded  to,  are  as  follows: 
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A. 

Steamers  recommended  for  charter  for  tJie  use  of  the  expedition  under  command 
of  Major  General  McClelland  United  States  army. 


Name  of  vessel. 

Tona. 

TermR  of 
charter. 

Name  of  vessel. 

Tons. 

Terms  of 
charter. 

Per  diem 

Ptr  dim. 

Salror steamer. 

675 

$350  00 

Catskill steamer. 

$400  00 

J.  L.  Green do.... 

281 

150  00 

North  America  ..do.... 

375  00 

Alida do.... 

160 

110  00 

Hero do 

.... 

325  00 

F.  Gamer do.... 

160 

110  00 

C.  Vanderbilt....do.... 

FOO  00 

J.  R.  Thompson  ..do 

200 

100  00 

Commodore do.... 

800  00 

Franklin.....  ....do.... 

170 
185 

100  00 
100  00 

Champion. ......  do.... 

200  00 

Fanner do.... 

John  Tracy do.... 

140  00 

Artitsan do 

173 

100  00 

Flushing do 

350  OO 

Elizabeth do.... 

245 

140  00 

Knickerbocker  ..do 

650 

700  00 

B.  Willing do.... 

232 

140  00 

J.  B.  Arrowsmith  -  do ... . 

448 

500  00 

Octorora do 

237 

140  00  ' 

State  of  Maine.  ..do.... 

600 

600  00 

Delaware do.... 

115  00 

CanonicuB do.... 

375  00 

Trenton  .........do.... 

115  00 
115  00 

Taminend. ......do.... 

300  00 

Eureka do 

Metamora do.... 

Pntnam ...... ....do.... 

150  00 

Saturn do.... 

217 

100  OO 

Parthenia do.... 

130  00 

West  End do.... 

145 

100  00 

Thames do.... 

300  00 

Windrop  ........do.... 

175 

100  00 

Cnrlew do.... 

567 

250  00 

J.  H.  Lewis do.-.. 

110  00 

A.  H.  Bowman... do.... 

176  00 

John  Brooks.. ...do.... 

975 

800  00 

Clyde do.... 

150 

75  00 

Elm  City do.... 

700  OO 

Matt  While do.... 

50  00 

South  America  ..do.... 

^ 

700  00 

H.  J.  Di?iney  ....do.... 

120  00 

Donalson do.... 

250 

250  00 

Dolphin do 

50  CO 

J.  Fawn do 

250 

400  00 

America  .........do.... 

356 

225  00 

Maryland do 

336 

200  00 

J.  F.  Starr do.„. 

72 

65  00 

Croton do 

400 

215  00 

BtarUght do.... 

50  00 

Bushwick do^... 

174 

125  00 

R.  Morrill do 

300  00 

Daniel  Webster.. do.... 

100 

600  00 

Atlantic do 

300 

200  00 

Long  Branch  ....do.... 

32c^  00 

Achilles do.... 

200  00 

W.  Kent do.... 

411 

700  00 

Illinois do.... 

200  00 

W.Hunt do.... 

104 

60  00 

Herald do.... 

200  00 

Agnes do.... 

125 

175  00 

Frazier .......do.... 

115 

70  00 
60  00 
60  00 
60  00 
60  00 

Ocean  Wave.... .do.... 

Reindeer. .... ....  do.... 

Maesasoit  .......do.... 

Volunteer ........  do .... 

Quassoit  ....  ....do.... 

Fred  Graff  .......do.... 

Haze  ...........do.... 

Wissahickon do.... 

Island  City do.... 

Kennebec  •*..  ....do.... 

480 
260 

450  00 
160  00 
240  00 

Massachusetts  ...do.... 

Nashou  ....  ...a*,  do.... 

Arrow  .... ......do.... 

Ariel  ...... ......do.... 

!  Peter  G.  Coffin  ..do 

J.  A.  Warner. ....do.... 

300  00 
200  00 

1  Isaac  P.  Smith-. .do.... 

Golden  Gate...... do.... 

New  Haven do.... 

I  certify  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief  all  the  above  and  within  named 
vessels  were  examined  or  recommended  by  me  to  **  Captain  H.  C.  Hodges,  assistant  quarter- 
master, United  Statt;s  army,  and  Mr.  Tucker,"  for  charter,  and  thai  no  commissions  were 
charged. 
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B. 

LiH  of  vessels  chartered  at  Annapolis,  Md,,Jbr  the  "  Bumside  expedition,**  and 
for  which  no  commissions  were  charged. 


Name  of  vessel. 


Tons. 


Col.  Satterly.,. schooner. 
G.  H.  Hojt do.-.. 

D.  W.  Vaughan...do 

Isaac  Hinkley  ....do.... 
Moses  G.  Leonard. do.... 
K.  A  Falconer.... do.... 
James  T.  Brady ...  do ... . 

N.  S.  Rue do.... 

G   B.  Smith do 

E.  W.  Farrington.do..-. 
J.  W.  Lind8ey....do.... 
J.  H.  Hoyt do.... 

F.  French do.... 

Alabama do.... 

Henry  Cole. do.... 


225 
169 
254 
221 
225 
150 
252 
140 
216 
210 
216 
244 
168 
200 
200 


Terms  of 
charter. 


Per  month. 

$1,000  00 
762  50 
950  00 
900  00 
900  00 
760  00 
975  00 
750  00 
900  00 
900  00 
875  00 
940  00 
762  00 
850  00 
850  00 


Name  of  vessel. 


J.  A.  Wright.. schooner. 

Priscilla do.... 

R.  C.  Stanard....do.... 

Horace  E.  Brown  .do 

j  Lamot  Dupont...do 

Tempest^ steam-tug. 

James  Murray *> .  -do 

E.  H.  Herberto.-do 

J.  P.  LevyO do 

Alert® do 

Alida® do 

Champion® do 

lioniHana®  ....steamer. 
Pocahontas®  .--.do.... 


Tons. 


190 
145 
123 

194 
194 

86 

76 
110 

59 

67 

77 

57  I 
1,200 
612 


Terms  of 
charter. 


Per  month, 

$850  00 

760  00 

600  00 

Per  diem. 

40  00 

36  00 

80  00 

75  00 

80  00 

75  00 

75  00 

75  00 

76  00 
800  00 

•     560  00 


*  Chartered  by  Jobn  Tucker,  esq. 


List  of  vessels  chartered  in  New  York  hy  orders  from  Genial  Burnside,fbr  the 

use  of  his  expedition. 


Name  of  vessel. 


Ama® hark 

Mary  H.  Banks®schoOQer. 

F.  Bird® do.... 

Spencer  D® ...do.... 

John  Lenthal® ....  do ... . 


Tons. 


450 
237 
190 
145 
159 


Terms  of 

charter. 

Per  month. 

$1,000  00 

1,000  00 

800  00 

887  25 

760  00 

Name  of  vessel. 


New  York® steamer. 

Eastern  Queen®.. do.... 
New  Brunswick®. do 


Tons.  ]  Terms  cf 
charter. 


1,000 
700 
850 


Per  diem. 

$600  00 
500  00 
950  00 


*  Chartered  by  John  Tucker,  esq. 

All  of  the  within  and  above  named  vessels  were  recommended  by  me  to  the  *'  Hon.  John 
Tucker,"  and  for  which  no  commissions  were  charged  the  owners  by  me. 
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C- 

List  of  vessels  chartered  whilst  I  was  acting  <m  assistant  transport  agent  of  the 
United  States  War  Departmentt  under  orders  from  •71  Edgar  Thomson^  esq.^ 
with  the  exception  of  those  named  in  my  former  list,  AprU,  ]861. 


Name  of  vessel. 

Tons. 

Terms  of 
charter. 

Name  of  vesael. 

Tons 

Terms  of 
charter. 

Perdkm. 

Per  Hen. 

Ricb*d  Willing.. steamer. 

232 

$160  00 

W.  Woodward- steamer. 

275 

$160  00 

John  S.  Shriver...do 

222 

160  00 

Elizabeth do.... 

245 

150  00 

H.  L.  Gan do.... 

228 

160  00 

Octorora do.... 

237 

150  00 

Philadelphia do.... 

172 

135  00 

F.  W,  Brune do 

237 

150  00 

C.  C.  Alger do 

149 

100  00 

Reindeer do.... 

40 

66  00 

J.  R.  lhomso]iL....do.... 

170 

100  00 

Wissahickon do.... 

40 

66  00 

Artisaa do... 

173n 

100  00 

Oneida barge.. 

132 

80  00 

New  York do 

168 

135  00 

Middlesex do.... 

124 

30  00 

F.  CadwaUader...do.... 

218 

160  00 

At  the  time  the  above  vessels  were  taken  into  service  there  was  no  agreement  as  regards 
the  price  to  be  paid  for  their  services.  About  two  weeks  after  they  were  taken  the  price 
was  agreed  apon  by  Messrs.  J.  Eklgar  Thomson,  United  States  transport  agent,  S.  iki.  ITelton, 
esq  ,  and  myself,  and  I  was  empowered  by  Mr.  Thomson  to  act  as  his  assistant  and  sign  the 
charters.  No  arrangements  were  made  for  me  to  collect  the  charter-money  for  any  of  the 
above  vessels  until  long  after  I  ceatsed  to  be  or  act  as  agent  for  Mr.  Thomson  or  as  agent  for 
the  United  States  War  Department. 

Question.  Under  what  authority  did  you  act  in  procuring  the  ves- 
sels for  the  Burnside  expedition  ? 

Answer.  Under  the  authority  of  Mr.  John  Tucker,  a  copy  of  which 
authority  I  now  present  to  you,  as  follows : 

Philadblphia,  December  26.  1861. 
Dbar  Sir  :  I  am  requested  hy  General  A.  E.  Buraside  (by  telegraph)  to 
ask  you  to  go  at  once  to  Annapolis.     You  will  oblige  me  by  doing  so,  and  by 
aiding  him  in  any  way  he  may  desire. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  TUCKER. 
Captain  B.  F.  Loper. 

Subsequently  I  received  the  following  communication  from  General 
Burnside,  showing  that  I  had  satisfactorily  performed  the  duty  as- 
signed me : 

Annapous,  January  7,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  ^  I  beg  leaTe  to  express  to  you  my  hearty  appreciation  of  the  ser- 
Tices  rendered  me  in  the  fitting  out  of  the  expedition  under  my  command  by 
Captain  R.  F.  Loper.  The  interest  and  zeal  manifested  by  this  gentleman  in 
this  work  has  been  constant  and  untiring,  and  he  has  in  every  instance  fully 
answered  every  demand  made  upon  his  skill  and  his  patience.  I  most  cheer- 
fully acknowledge  my  obligations  to  him,  and  take  great  pleasure  in  recom. 
Rep.  Com.  8A 18 
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mending  him  as  a  competent  and  efficient  man,  whose  efficiencj  and  matare 
judgment  cannot  fail  to  be  of  great  service  in  any  case  of  emergency. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE,  Brigadier  General, 
Hon.  SiMOiV  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War,  WtukingUm, 

Question.  Under  what  authority  did  you  act  io  procuring  the  first 
transports  that  you  chartered  ? 

Answer.  Under  the  authority  of  J.  Edgar  Thomson,  the  appoint* 
ment  from  whom  is  herewith  submitted.  I  obtained  this  certified 
copy  from  the  quartermaster's  department,  as  appears  by  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  quartermaster,  Major  Sibley.  I  also  submit  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  J.  Edgar  Thomson,  of  May  8,  when  Mr.  John  Tucker 
was  appointed  United  States  transportation  agent,  and  my  special 
agency  ceased,  and  a  letter  from  Mr.  Thomson  and  Mr.  Felton,  of 
May  11,  as  to  the  manner  of  discharging  my  duties.  I  also  ask  permis- 
sion to  submit,  in  connexion  with  my  testimony,  as  to  my  action  ia 
aiding  to  embark  General  McClellan's  expedition,  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Ingalls,  of  April  2,  1862,  touching  that  subject.  They  are 
as  follows : 

Oppicb  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company, 

Philadelphia,  April  20,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  authority  vested  in  me  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  I  hereby  appoint  yon  my  assistant,  to  arrange  for  steamers  for  the 
transport  of  troops  between  Philadelphia  or  Perryville  and  Annapolis^  and  to 
coal  and  provision  the  same. 
Yonrs,  truly, 

J.  EDGAR  THOMSON. 
Captain  R.  F.  Loper,  Philadelphia, 

A  true  copy.  E.  8.  SIBLEY, 

Major  and  Acting  Quartermaster. 

Office  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company, 

Philadelphia,  May  8,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  letter  of  this  date  is  received.  I  have  been  informed  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  that  he  has  appointed  John  Tucker,  esq.,  United  States 
transport  agent.  I  would  be  obliged  to  you,  therefore,  if  you  would  make  up  a 
statement  of  your  operations  in  that  department  up  to  the  10th  instant,  while 
acting  in  that  capacity  under  a  temporary  appointment  from  me,  and  submit 
the  same  to  Mr.  Felton  and  myself  at  your  earnest  convenience. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

J.  EDGAR  THOMSON, 
Special  Agent  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Captain  R.  P.  LoPBR, 

Acting  United  States  Transport  Agent. 

Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  Baltimore  Railroad  Company, 

Philadelphia,  May  11,  1861. 

Sir  :  We  take  great  pleasure  in  saying  that  Captain  R.  F.  Loper,  of  this  city, 
has  been  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  serve  the  country  in  this  trying  emergency  when 
Washington  was  in  danger ;  about  and  immediately  after  April  20  we  sent  for 
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him  to  aid  U8  in  the  procnring  of  boats  and  transports  between  Perryyilie  and 
Annapolis.  He  cheerfully  devoted  himself  entirely  to  the  service  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  rendered  us  a  most  valuable  service  in  procuring  coaling  and  pro- 
visioning such  boats  as  were  required.  From  his  familiarity  with  this  business, 
and  his  untiring  energy,  the  government  have  derived  most  efficient  aid  in  its 
hour  of  need. 

Yours  truly, 

S.  M.  FELTON. 
J.  EDGAR  THOMSON, 
Special  Agent  of  the  United  States  War  Department. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War, 

Alexandria,  April  2, 1862. 

Mv  Dear  Friend  :  I  have  now  transferred  my  vessels  to  Colonel  Rucker 
and  Lieutenant  Ferguson,  and  shall  leave  this  evening.  Both  these  officers 
greatly  desire  your  assistance  until  Greneral  McDowell's  command  has  em- 
barked. I  trust  you  will  add  to  existing  obligations  a  few  days  more  of  your 
valuable  counsel  and  personal  supervision. 

In  making  this  request,  I  claim  it  as  a  cheerful  duty  to  express  to  you  how 
profoundly  sensible  1  am  of  your  generous  aid  to  me.  I  hardly  know  what 
1  could  have  done  without  you,  while  with  your  assistance  we  have  so  far 
achieved  an  unparalleled  success  in  the  embarkation  of  troops.  I  hope  Colonel 
Rucker  will  have  as  good  fortune.  I  hope  to  see  you  again  and  again  for  long 
years  to  come,  and  fervently  trust  your  days  will  be  long  here,  where  your 
abilities,  kindheartedness,  and  charities  are  so  well  appreciated.  Let  us  both 
have  faith  to  believe  and  expect  that  peace  and  prosperity  will  soon  be  restored 
to  our  afflicted  country.  Visit  us  when  you  can,  and  let  me  hear  ^m  you  at 
your  leisure. 

In  haste,  yours  truly, 

RUFUS  INGALLS, 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  Aide-de-Camp. 

Captain  R.  F.  Lopbr,  Willards\ 

Qaestion.  In  your  list,  marked  B,  I  find  several  steamers  named, 
with  the  prices  at  which  they  were  chartered,  and  their  tonnage,  and 
opposite  to  each  written^  ''Chartered  by  John  Tucker,  esq."  Had 
you  anything  to  do  with  them  ? 

Answer.  I  simply  examined  them,  and  recommended  them. 

Question.  In  examining  them  and  reporting  them,  did  you  recom- 
mend the  prices  to  be  paid  ? 

Answer.  Not  unless  I  was  asked  to  by  Mr.  Tucker  what  they  were 
worth.     In  that  case  I  always  recommended. 

Question.  Were  you  asked  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  very  often. 

Question.  Were  you  always  asked  in  regard  to  these  vessels  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  are  very  few  exceptions,  air. 

Question.  Did  you  think  the  steam-tug  James  Murrayi  of  75  tons, 
worth  $75  a  day  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  considering  that  she  had  to  go  to  sea  to  Hatteras 
inlet.  If  she  had  been  charter^  to  run  in  here,  |45  or  $50  would 
have  been  a  big  price. 
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Question.  The  J.  P.  Levy,  also  of  59  tons,  was  chartered  also  at 
|75  a  month  ? 

Answer.  She  was  chartered  here  and  sent  down  there.  Thej  were 
all  chartered  by  Mr.  Tucker  at  Philadelphia,  and  by  request  of  General 
Burnside  sent  down  to  Annapolis. 

Question.  Did  you  determine  the  value  of  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  The  Champion,  of  57^  tons,  is  chartered  at  $75  a  day  ? 

Answer.  She  was  cliartered  at  Baltimore.  I  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it. 

Question.  The  Louisiana,  at  $800 — did  you  inspect  her? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  she  was  chartered  at  Baltimore.  Mr.  Brant 
came  down  and  chartered  her  to  General  Burnside,  himself,  at  Annap- 
olis. 

Question.  Was  she  chartered  direct  to  General  Burnside  without 
inspection  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  sent  down  from  Baltimore  direct. 

Question.  The  Pocahontas,  612  tons,  at  |550  ? 

Answer.  She  came  down  with  a  load  of  hay  and  truck  from  Balti- 
more. I  examined  her.  General  Burnside  wanted  her.  I  reported 
unfavorably.  She  was  an  old  boat.  He  told  me  he  only  wanted  her 
for  horses  ;  an  accident  had  happened  to  the  steamer  Suwanee's  boiler, 
and  he  wanted  this  vessel  to  take  her  place,  and  he  said  he  would 
take  her,  as  he  only  had  horses  to  send.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  prices.  When  I  say  ''chartered  by  Mr.  John  Tucker,"  1  mean 
that  he  executed  the  charter  recommended  by  General  Burnside  to 
Mr.  Tucker.  Mr.  Tucker  had  orders  from  Mr.  Cameron  to  do  every- 
thing that  General  Burnside  wauted. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Tucker  sign  the  charter? 

Answer.  He  did.  I  never  signed  a  charter  at  Annapolis,  unless  it 
was  the  one  to  a  vessel  just  as  she  was  going  away,  when  she  wanted 
something  to  show  that  she  was  chartered.  I  signed  that,  and  the 
balance  were  signed  by  Mr.  Tucker.  There  were  five  copies  of  each 
charter  to  be  signed — two  to  be  sent  here,  one  for  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, and  one  for  the  War  Department ;  Mr.  Tucker  kept  one  copy, 
and  the  vessel  another. 

Question.  Had  Mr.  Tucker  at  that  time  any  rule  as  to  the  amount 
that  he  would  pay  per  ton  for  sailing  vessels  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  he  had. 

Question.  What  was  it  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  $3  75  to  $4  per  ton  per  month. 

Question.  I  find  on  this  list  the  bark  Anna,  of  450  tons,  at  $1,000 
a  month. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  she  was  to  take  troops  for  General  Burnside. 

Question.  The  schooner  Mary  H.  Banks,  of  237  tons,  is  chartered 
at  $1,000  a  month? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  happens  it  that  a  schooner  of  237  tons  is  paid  as 
much  as  a  bark  of  450  tons  ? 

Answer.  It  was  a  very  singular  thing.  That  bark  would  not 
carry  the  cargo  that  the  schooner  w6uld.     The  schooner  was  a  vessel 
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with  a  ^'centre-board"  and  of  light  draught,  such  as  was  wanted, 
as  I  knew.  I  was  the  only  one,  I  believe,  outside  of  the  administra- 
tion, that  knew  where  General  Burnside  was  going.  General  Burn- 
side  had  got  more  than  two-thirds  of  his  vessels  before  Mr.  Tucker 
went  on.  I  stepped  in  to  assist  him.  I  will  go  aboard  of  two  vessels 
to-daj,  if  I  want  to  send  her  around  to  Hatteras,  and  if  one  is  a 
centre-board  schooner  of  125  tons,  and  another  is  a  bark  of  225 
tons,  I  will  pronounce  the  schooner  of  125  tons  the  best.  A  vessel 
with  a  centre-board  has  no  keel. 

Question.  The  Spencer,  of  145  tons,  is  at  |887  26  per  month? 

Answer.  She  would  not  draw  over  five  and  a  half  feet  water.  She 
was  loaded  with  lumber. 

Question.  Did  you  inspect  the  steamer  New  Brunswick  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  she  was  in  Boston. 

Question.  Was  she  not  chartered  by  Mr.  Tucker  for  this  expedition  ? 

Answer.  She  was  chartered  from  Boston. 

Question.  Where  was  he? 

Answer.  He  might  have  been  in  Boston  then.  He  was  there  at 
one  time. 

Question.  Did  you  inspect  the  steamer  New  York? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  she  was  in  Boston. 

Question.  The  steamer  Eastern  Queen  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  have  thode  to  do  in  your  list,  if  you  did  not  in- 
spect them  and  have  no  interest  in  them  ? 

Answer.  I  recommended  the  charters,  for  they  were  good  vessels. 

Question.  You  never  saw  them  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  them,  and  inspected  them  here ;  but  not  before  they 
were  chartered. 

Question.  Have  yon  any  interest  in  the  vessels  in  list  C,  chartered 
at  the  instance  of  J.  Edgar  Thomson  ? 

Answer.  Through  the  Propeller  Co.,  that  is  all ;  only  as  a  stock- 
holder in  the  Philadelphia  Propeller  Co.  They  were  not  chartered  ; 
they  were  taken.  They  were  chartered  afterwards,  and  the  charter- 
parties  dated  back. 

Question.  Was  the  amount  received  by  any  vessel  in  this  list  larger 
than  the  amount  here  placed  opposite  the  name  ? 

Answer.  The  highest,  I  believe,  that  we  ever  had  for  the  Steam 
Propeller  Co.,  for  the  Thomas  Sparks,  a  large  boat^  I  think,  was 
$175  at  first  ;  then  we  came  down  to  $150,  and  then  to  |145. 

Question.  Was  $175  the  highest  amount  that  you  received  for  the 
Thomas  Sparks  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  so. 

Question.  In  this  table  you  place  $146  opposite  her  name  ? 

Answer.  It  was  reduced  at  the  end  of  the  month,  I  think,  sir.  She 
was  only  chartered  for  a  month.  I  guess  it  was  soon  after  Mr.  Thorn « 
son  came  in. 

Question.  What  did  you  get  for  the  Sophia  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  $150. 

Question.  The  Planet? 

Answer.  The  same,  I  believe.  r^^^^i^ 
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Question.  The  Josephine  ? 

Answer.  Well,  $150  or  $160  ;  for  the  last  year  we  have  got  $145. 

Question.  The  Colonel  Rucker — what  was  the  highest  you  received 
for  her? 

Answer.  $146.     She  is  a  hran-new  boat,  only  six  months  old. 

Question.  The  L.  Y.  Cannon  ? 

Answer.  I  think  $130. 

Question.  TheBelger? 

Answer.  That  was  $130.    Those  are  bran-new  boats. 

Question.  The  Novelty  ?• 

Answer.  $125  or  $130. 

Question.  The  H.  Burden  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  $125  or  $130. 

Question.  The  Sarah? 

Answer.  $125,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

Question.  The  Black  Diamond  ? 

Answer.  $140. 

Question.  The  Ironsides  ? 

Answer.  $140. 

Question.  The  Ann  Eliza? 

Answer.  She  is  from  the  New  York  Express  Steamboat  Company. 
I  believe  it  was  $130. 

Question.  ThoAlida? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  did  not  charter  them.  I  recommended 
them.    Mr.  Tucker  chartered  them.    I  believe  it  was  $125  or  $130. 

Question.  The  Bristol? 

Answer.  She  is  of  the  New  York  Express  Company.  I  had  no  com- 
mission on  them. 

Question.  Were  you  one  of  the  stockholders  of  that  company  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  Black  Diamond,  Ironsides,  &c.,  were  char- 
tered for  only  ten  days. 

Question.  What  was  the  Beverly  chartered  for  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.    She  ought  to  be  $130  to  $136. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  amount  of  the  charter-party  of  the 
steamer  New  York,  in  which  you  are  interested  ? 

Answer.  She  is  $600.  She  is  a  1,000  ton  ship.  She  is  worth  more, 
a  good  deal,  than  the  Louisiana. 

Question.  The  J.  Brooks? 

Answer.  She  is  $700  ;  and  she  is  there  at  $100  less  than  when  in 
the  McClellan  expedition. 

Question.  The  Diamond  State — what  did  you  get  for  her? 

Answer.  I  believe  $200. 

Question.  The  Charles  Osgood  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  she  gets  $250.  She  is  chartered,  but  I  did  not 
•charter  her. 

Question.  The  Quinnebaug? 

Answer.  I  think  $250  ;  but  I  did  not  charter  her,  I  think.* 

Question.  The  Shetucket  ? 

Answer.  She  is  the  same.  The  Decatur  ought  to  be  down  on  that 
list.    I  just  thought  of  her. 

Question.  Are  you  part  owner  of  her? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  recommended  her.  She  wascbartered  by  General 
Van  Vliet.  She  is  the  same  size  as  the  Osgood.  She  is  at  $150.  She 
ifi  330-odd  tons.  I  think  I  should  state  one  thing  here,  in  justice  to 
Commodore  Vanderbilt,  who  chartered  the  steamers  for  the  Banks  ex- 
pedition. The  steamers  Quinnebaug,  Shetucket,  Osgood,  and  Deca- 
tur, were,  after  their  charter  for  the  McClellan  expedition  had  expired , 
rechartered  by  him  for  the  Banks  expedition  at  higher  prices  than 
before  ;  but  that  was  owing  to  the  fact  of  their  having  had  another 
deck  put  on  them — in  fact,  of  their  hi^ving  been  rebuilt  in  the  mean- 
time. I  think  that  should  be  stated,  in  justice  to  Commodore  Vander- 
bilt.  R.  F.  LOPER. 


Washington,  Thursday ^  January  15,  1863. 
Brigadier  General  MoNiaoMBRT  C.  Meios,  being  duly  sworn^  testi- 
fied as  follows : 

Eocamined  by 

Question.  State  your  rank  and  duty. 

Answer.  I  am  quartermaster  general  of  the  United  States. 

Question.  State,  if  you  please,  when  you  commenced  employing 
transports  for  the  service  of  the  quartermaster's  department  during 
the  present  war. 

Answer.  I  think  I  entered  upon  my  duties  on  the  13th  of  June, 
1861,  and  from  that  time  the  general  direction  of  the  quartermaster's 
department  has  rested  with  me.  The  employment  of  transports,  for 
the  movements  of  troops  and  supplies,  is  almost  constant. 

Question.  Through  whom  have  the  charters  been  principally  ef- 
fected? 

Answer.  Through  the  officers  of  the  quartermaster's  department 
and  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  John  Tucker.  Before  Mr. 
Stanton  became  Secretary  of  War,  while  Mr.  Cameron  was  still  Sec- 
retary, Mr.  Tucker  was  employed  by  him  as  an  agent,  and  made 
many  charters.  He  became  Assistant  Secretary  shortly  after  Mr. 
Stanton  took  charge  of  the  War  Department,  and  has  assisted  in  this 
business  since. 

Question.  Through  whom,  or  what  agent  of  the  War  Department, 
were  the  transports  for  what  u  known  as  the  Port  Royal  expedition 
principally  secured  by  the  goverument? 

Answer.  I  think  they  were  principally  secured  through  Captain 
Saxton.  He  was  the  quartermaster  placed  on  duty  as  chief  quarter- 
master of  the  expedition.  It  is  possible  that  Mr.  Tucker  may  have 
had  some  connexion  with  them.  My  memory  does  not  serve  me  as  to 
that. 

Question.  Who  had  the  charge  of  procuring  transportation  for 
what  is  known  as  the  Buroside  expedition  ? 

Answer.  That  was  placed  under  General  Burnside's  own  direction, 
and  Captain  Biggs,  of  the  quartermaster's  department,  was  detailed 
as  his  chief  quartermaster.  I  think  that,  in  that  expedition,  Mr.  Tucker 
chartered  some  of  the  vessels. 
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Question.  Who  had  charge  of  fitting  out,  and  through  whom  were 
the  charters  effected,  for  what  is  known  as  the  McClellan  expedition? 

Answer.  The  greater  number  were  chartered  hj  Mr.  Tucker,  with 
whom  was,  as  assistant.  Captain  Hodges,  of  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment. 

Question.  How  came  Captain  Hodges  to  be  associated  with  Mr. 
Tucker?  By  whose  direction,  and  for  what  purpose,  were  they  as- 
sociated ? 

Answer.  The  Secretary  of  War  directed  me  to  send  an  officer  with 
Mr.  Tucker  to  charter  vessels  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  an  expedi- 
tion, under  Greneral  McClellan,  from  Annapolis  to  the  peninsula. 

Question.  What  had  Captain  Hodges  to  do  with  effecting  those 
charters?  Was  he  merely  employed  to  sign  the  charter-parties,  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  an  official  character  to  them,  or  did  he  exer- 
cise his  discretion  in  selecting  the  vessels  to  be  chartered? 

Answer.  The  Secretary  informed  me  that  he  desired  that  the  char- 
ters should  be  executed  by  an  officer  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, and  he  also  desired  that  Mr.  Tucker  should  assist  in  the  mat- 
ter. Mr.  Tucker  was  the  higher  officer  in  rank,  being  Assistant  Sec- 
retary of  War,  his  opinion  would  necessarily  overrule  that  of  the  in- 
ferior officer.  I  understand  that  they  were  associated  together  ;  that 
the  work  was  too  large  for  any  one  man  to  do,  and  I  presame  that^ 
probably,  Mr.  Tucker's  opinion  governed  the  charter.  I  gave  some 
general  directions,  with  the  best  information  in  my  possession,  as  to 
the  mode  of  making  charters,  what  should  be  the  limit  of  the  prices 
paid. 

Question.  Captain  Hodges  has  testified  before  this  committee  that 
the  vessels  were  chartered  by  Mr.  John  Tucker  ;  that  he  merely  was 
expected  and  directed  to  sign  the  charter-parties  in  order  to  give  them 
official  character.  Was  tnat  fulfilling  the  orders  of  the  depart- 
ment on  the  part  of  Captain  Hodges,  and  doing  what  was  expected 
of  him? 

Answer.  Captain  Hodges  had  written  instructions  for  his  guidance, 
which  I  would  prefer  to  refer  to  before  I  undertake  to  state  what  they 
are.  I  presume,  as  I  said  in  my  previous  answer,  that,  practically, 
the  opinion  of  the  higher  officer  would  govern,  and  Captain  Hodges 
would  sign  the  charters. 

Question.  Was  Captain  Hodges  expected  to  strictly  comply  with 
the  written  instructions  that  be  took  with  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  In  my  opinion  it  would  have  been  his  duty,  if 
he  found  any  charter  being  made  that  was  wrong  or  improper  in  his 
opinion,  to  make  a  report  of  that  fact  or  protest  against  it. 

Question.  I  find  in  the  list  of  vessels  chartered  by  the  United  States 
government,  appended  to  a  letter  written  by  you  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  dated  March  24, 1862,  the  name  of  R.  F.  Loper  as  having  char- 
tered sundry  vessels  for  the  United  States  government.  State  if  he 
acted  as  the  agent  of  the  quartermaster's  department,  or  the  War 
Department  generally. 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  what  is  Mr.  Loper's  authority,  sir.  He  has 
no  commission  of  me. 

Question.  Or  under  the  quartermaster's  department? 
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Answer.  He  might  have  been,  by  some  quartermaster,  employed 
as  an  agent,  but  I  have  not  seen  his  authority.  That  report  is  made 
up  from  what  we  find  on  the  files  of  the  department. 

Question.  Would  Mr.  Loper  have  any  authority  to  sign  a  charter 
for  the  government,  if  only  employed  by  a  subordinate? 

Answer.  H|e  might  have  been  employed  by  a  subordinate  as  an 
agent;  but  it  would  have  been  much  more  proper  for  the  charters  to 
be  signed  by  the  officer  himself,  or  at  least  signed  for  the  officer  offi- 
cially. I  have  never  seen  any  commission  or  authority  to  Mr.  Loper 
in  writing;  by  which  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  there  is  no  such  thing 
on  file  in  the  quartermaster's  office. 

Question.  Can  you  furnish  to  the  committee  a  list  of  the  vessels 
that  have  been  chartered  at  Baltimore  during  the  present  insur- 
rection ? 

Answer.  We  can  make  a  list  of  all  the  vessels  which  have  so  far 
been  reported  to  us  as  chartered  at  Baltimore,  but  it  will  be  a  work 
of  some  time.  I  have  directed  to  be  brought  to  the  committee  the 
books  in  which  charters  are  entered  at  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment. 

Question.  Can  you  tell  by  these  books  what  vessels  are  now  in  the 
employment  of  the  government? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  with  these  books,  because  vessels  are  dis- 
charged daily  and  chartered  daily.  They  can  only  be  entered  here  as 
information  is  received. 

Question.  Are  your  subordinates  required  to  immediately  notify 
you,  when  a  charter-party  expires,  or  when  a  vessel  that  is  chartered 
for  a  given  period,  with  the  option  on  the  part  of  the  government  to 
continue  it,  is  surrendered  back  to  the  owners  ? 

Answer.  Our  officers  are  required  to  make  monthly  returns,  and  in 
those  returns  to  state  all  changes  that  take  place. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  a  person  named  Amasa  C.  Hall  being 
employed  in  any  capacity  as  the  representative  or  contractor  for  the 
government  ht  Baltimore? 

Answer.  I  have  known  of  many  vessels  being  chartered  from  a  Mr. 
A.  C.  Hall,  in  Baltimore. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  his  there  acting  as  the  representative  of 
the  government  in  securing  vessels  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  so  understand  it,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  his  acting  as  a  sort  of  representative  or 
agent  of  the  government  in  disposing  of  the  vessels  in  the  harbor, 
moving  them  about,  and  attending  to  matters  connected  generally 
with  the  shipping  for  the  quartermasters  department  at  Baltimore  ?  ^ 
Answer.  I  do  not  know.  If  he  is  employed  in  such  a  position,  it 
would  be  contained  in  the  quartermaster's  monthly  reports  ;  but  the 
qaartermaster's  monthly  reports  are  too  voluminous  for  me  person- 
ally to  examine. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  his  receiving  any  com[)ensation,  or  of 
any  compensation  being  promised  to  or  expected  by  him  for  any  ser- 
vice of  that  description  rendered  by  him  to  the  government? 

Answer.  I  do  not.  Let  me  add  to  that,  before  answering  definite- 
ly such  a  question,  I  should  want  an  opportunity  to  examine  the  cor- 
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respondence  on  file  in  my  office,  as  a  good  deal  has  to  be  done  by 
assistants  that  does  not  come  personally  before  me.  My  attention 
has  not  been  called  to  this  matter,  and  the  reports  of  the  quartermas- 
ter, Colonel  Belger,  might  show  some  such  conditions — some  engage- 
ment— some  promise  of  compensation  to  this  Mr.  Hall,  though  I  have 
no  knowledge  of  it.     It  might  be  on  file  in  my  office. 

Question.  Are  yon  aware  of  any  instructions  or  directions  having 
been  given  to  Colonel  Belger,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  quartermas- 
ter's department,  to  the  effect  that  the  War  Department  or  you,  as 
its  representative,  desired  or  expected  that  vessels  presented  by  Mr. 
Hall  for  charter  should  be  employed  in  preference  to  others  ? 

Answer.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  called  Colonel  Belger's  attention 
once  or  twice  to  the  large  number  of  vessels  chartered  from  Mr.  Hall, 
telling  him  that  this  appeared  to  be  a  monopoly,  and  that  it  ought  to 
be  corrected. 

Question.  State  whether  yon  have  the  charter-party  of  the  steamer 
Niagara  chartered  for  the  Banks  expedition  ? 

Answer.  It  may  be  in  the  office,  but  I  have  not  personally  seen  it. 


Washington,  Tuesday^  January  20,  1863. 
Brigadier  General  MoNrooMERT  C.  Mbios,  recalled,  testified  further 
as  follows : 

.    Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  Can  you  now  state  as  to  the  charter-party  of  the  steamer 
Niagara  ? 

Answer.  I  find  no  charter  for  the  Niagara  in  the  office ;  the  charter 
has  not  been  received  at  the  quartermaster  general's  office,  and  I  can 
not  state  upon  what  terms  she  was  chartered. 

In  accordance  with  your  desire,  I  now  present  a  list  of  vessels 
chartered  in  the  port  of  Baltimore,  by  Colonel  James  Belger,  United 
States  quartermaster  at  that  post,  from  the  first  of  July,  1861,  up  to 
the  time  when  the  last  report  was  made  from  Colonel  Belger.  This 
list  is  made  up  from  the  entries  of  the  charters  which  are  entered  in 
the  books  as  received.  It  is  not  made  up  from  the  reports  of  the 
quartermaster,  but  from  the  list  of  charter-parties  as  entered. 

1  also  present  a  copy  of  Colonel  Belger's  last  report  of  vessels  char- 
tered and  in  service  during  the  month  of  November,  1862,  with  the 
list  of  vessels  discharged  during  that  month. 

Question.  Does  this  embrace  all  thai;  he  had  in  service  ? 

Answer.  That  should  embrace  all  that  he  had  in  service.     I  also 

E resent  a  copy  of  my  instruction  to  Captain  Hodges.  (For  General 
[eigs's  instructions  to  Captain  Hodges,  in  relation  to  chartering 
transports  for  the  McClellan  expedition,  see  the  testimony  of  Cap- 
tain H.  C.  Hodges.)  When  I  wrote  those  instructions  to  Captam 
Hodges  I  understood  that  I  was  complying  exactly  with  the  expressed 
wishes  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
I  also  present  a  copy  of  the  schedule,  prepared  by  Colonel  Ingalls 
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and  furnished  to  Captain  Hodges,  of  the  number  of  transports  re- 
quired for  General  McClellan's  expedition. 
It  is  as  follows : 

Quartermaster  General's  Office, 

Washington  City,  February  27,  1862. 

Captain:  The  following  schedule  has  been  prepared  by  Colonel  Ingalls, 
based  mainlj  upon  Assistant  Secretary  Tucker's  calculation : 

I.  100  barges,  Nos.  1  to  100. — 1,200  wagons,  20,000  men. 

Each  to  carry  12  wagons  and  200  men  with  equipments,  5  days'  rations  in 
the  haversacks,  2,000  rations  in  bulk,  without  pork,  put  on  board  where  char- 
tered, and  2,000  gallons  water,  in  casks  and  tanks. 

24  four-horse  ambulances,  with  horses,  teamsters,  &c.,  to  be  put  in  the  schooners 
and  barges. 

II.  150  schooners,  Nos.  1  to  150. — 11,400  horses,  3,000  teamsters. 

Each  to  carry  76  horses  on  deck,  a  few  additional,  if  required,  under  deck ; 
20  teamsters  with  5  days'  rations,  cooked ;  200  rations  in  bulk ;  9,500  pounds 
grain  ;  11,000  pounds  hay;  4,000  gallons  water,  in  casks  and  tanks.  Forage 
and  water  to  be  put  on  board  at  place  of  charter ;  teamsters  and  horses  at  Perry- 
ville.     Rendezvous  at  Annapolis. 

III.  16  propellers,  Nos.  1  to  16,  200  tons  each. — 16  batteries,  6,400  men. 

Each  to  carry  a  battery,  unlimbered,  on  deck,  if  possible,  and  400  men ;  5 
days'  rations  for  men,  in  haversacks ;  10  days'  rations,  except  pork,  in  bulk ; 
4,000  rations;  4,000  gallons  water.  The  4,000  rations  and  water  to  be  put  on 
board  at  place  of  charter. 

IV.  12  propellers,  Nos.  A  to  L,  300  tons  each.— 7,200  men. 

Each  to  carry  600  men,  equipments,  with  5  days'  rations,  in  haversacks ;  10 
more  in  bulk,  say  6,000  rations ;  6,000  gallons  of  water.  Provisions  and  water 
to  be  put  on  board  at  place  of  charter;  men,  &c.,  at  Annapolis.  The  28  pro- 
pellers to  tow  the  barges  to  their  destination. 

V.  10  propellers,  tugs,  Nos.  1  to  10. 

Each  to  assist  in  towing  schooners  with  side-wheel  tugs,  and  to  act  as  omni- 
bus boats  to  fleet. 

VI.  6  large  side-wJiecl  steam-tugs,  Nos.  1  to  6. — 2,400  men. 

Each  to  assist  in  towing  schooners,  and  to  carry  400  men  and  equipments,  and 
5  days'  rations  in  haversacks,  10  days'  more  in  bulk,  or  4,000  rations,  except 
pork ;  4,000  gallons  of  water — the  latter  two  items  to  be  put  on  board  at  place 
of  charter. 

VII.  30  steamers,  Nos.  1  to  30.— 21,000  men. 

Each  to  carry  700  men,  their  equipments ;  5  days'  rations  in  haversacks, 
7,000  more  in  bulk,  except  pork;  7,000  gallons  water.  The  last  two  items  to 
be  put  on  board  at  place  of  charter;  men,  &c.,  at  Annapolis.  Coal  for  the  voy- 
age must  be  provided  on  board  each  steam  vessel.  Beef  on  hoof,  for  5  days'  ra- 
tions, to  be  shipped  from  Baltimore.  If  provisions  cannot  be  put  in  each  vessel 
as  herein  indicated,  the  quantities  can.be  more  consolidated  on  selected  vessels  of 
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the  -fleet.     If  forage  be  not  put  on  board  at  place  of  charter,  it  will  be  obtained 
at  Perryville,  where  the  wagons  and  horses  are  now  collected. 

All  to  rendezvous  at  Annapolis,  and  report  to  Colonel  Ingalls,  quartermaster. 

RECAPITULATION. 

324  vessels,  54,828  men,  11,416  animals,  1,200  wagons,  24  ambulances. 
Estimated  capacity  of  the  vessels,  60,000  men. 

The  commissary  general  has  to-day  telegraphed  to  the  commissary  at  New 
York  to  deliver  to  the  vessels  as  chartered  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  54,000 
rations  on  your  requisition. 

Communicate  this  to  Mr.  Tucker,  and  if  not  able  to  carry  it  out  exactly,  keep 
me  informed  of  the  necessary  changes,  and  the  progress  made. 

Colonel  Ingalls  will  go  to  Annapolis  to-day  or  to-morrow,  probably. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS,  Quartermaster  General. 
Capt.  Henry  Hodges, 

25  Mercer  street,  New  York. 

I  also  submit  copies  of  my  letters  to  Colonel  Belger,  of  July  9  and 
July  29,  1862,  in  reference  to  this  subject  of  so  many  charters  being 
made  to  Mr.  Hall.     The  letters  are  as  follows  : 

July  9,  1862. 

Major  :  On  an  examination  of  the  contracts  for  the  charter  of  vessels,  sent  to 
this  office  with  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  it  is  observed  that,  with  one  ex- 
ception, they  are  made  with  A.  C.  Hall,  against  whom  complaints  have  been 
made  at  this  office  by  the  owners  of  barges,  for  whom  he  acted  in  making 
charters  to  the  United  States. 

Please  explain  this  necessity  of  chartering  so  many  vessels  from  a  single  indi- 
vidual.    All  agreements,  memorandum  or  otherwise,  are  imperfect  without  the 
'  clause  excluding  members  of  Congress  from  any  participation  therein.     This 
clause  is  required  both  by  law  and  regulations. 

One  number  of  all  contracts  made  subsequent  to  the  time  you  received  orders 
from  this  office.  General  Orders  No.  58,  embracing  the  act  "  to  prevent  and 
punish  frauds,  &c.,"  should  be  sent  to  the  Interior  Department  with  the  proper 
affidavits  attached ;  two  numbers  and  bond,  as  heretofore  required,  being  at  the 
same  time  sent  to  this  office.  Unless  the  exigency  of  the  public  service  forbids 
it,  notice  of  the  wants  of  the  service  should  be  made  known  through  the  public 
prints.  The  memoranda  of  agreements  are  herewith  returned,  with  certain 
other  charter-parties  wanting  dates. 

M.  0.  MEIGS,  Quartermaster  General. 

Major  Jambs  Belger, 

Quartermaster  United  States  Army,  Baltimore,  Md, 

July  29,  1862. 
Colonel  :  Your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  enclosing  a  statement  of  Mr.  A. 
C.  Hall  in  relation  to  the  manner  of  chartering  vessels,  &c.,  at  Baltimore,  has 
been  received. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  officer  to  take  every  means  in  his  power  to  secure  the 
lowest  rates  of  freight  and  charter.     To  put  the  whole  business  into  the  hands 
of  one  person  not  employed  as  an  agent  of  the  government  does  not  bear  the 
appearance  of  competition,  but  rather  of  monopoly. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster  General. 
Colonel  Jambs  Bblobr, 

Quartermaster  United  States  Army,  Baltimore,  JkH.      GoOqIc 
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Report  ofveMcU  dUcJiarged  during  the  month  of  November,  1862. 


No. 


1 

9 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
19 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
90 
91 
99 
93 
94 
95 
9S 
97 
98 
9» 
30 
31 
33 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
3» 
40 
41 
43 
43 
44 
45 


Nunv  of  veM 


l>M:ftpllf>ii, 
totm  burdfin. 


Maria  Anna , 

Joteph  Baker 

Minncbaha , 

Ixrael  W.  Day , 

Yincent  Barkeline .  . 

B.  Nirkerson , 

Louisa  Anna , 

5.  W.  Birdsale 

Mary  and  Elizabeth. 

F.  W.Johnson , 

Plandome 

Ellen  Merryman  ...., 

D.  U.  Foster 

Bengali 

Baltimore , 

E  D.  vicf^lanahan. 
Moantain  Eagle...   . 

Luther  Chiids , 

Aurora  Mounuin  ... 

O.  W.Grice 

Hafnor , 

6.  W.  Glover 

riaraBell 

Carrie.... 

Joseph  Holme* 

Nevada 

LitUe  Sally 

Vera  Crux 

Niagiira 

NiffhUntale 

Mary  Ann  Brown... 

P.8.  Marsh 

Lewis  and  Butler  .. 

G.  ^*pencer 

J.  Campbell 

T.  Skinner 

Edward 

Louis  Wilson 

Rebecca 

Swan 

Thomas  P.  Straw... 
George  H-  Bevana... 

Thomas  Quest 

Feronia 

Zouave 


Schooner,  137  . 

8team  tug 

Schooner,  141., 
Schoon«'r,253.. 
Schooner,  84... 
Schooner,  394.. 
Schooner,  13U.. 
Schooner,  167., 
Schooner,  190., 
Schooner,  94.., 
Schooner,  964 
Schooner,  199 . , 
Schooner,  197  , 
Schooner,  103., 
Schooner,  190., 
Schooner,  114., 
Schooner,  19.'S. 
Schooner,  168., 
Schooner,  174., 
Hchooner,I18. 
Schooner,  190  , 
Schooner,  116., 
Schooner,  195 
Schooner,  110., 
Schooner,  931., 

Barge 

Barge 

Biirge 

Barge 

Barge . 

Barge 

Barge 

Barge 

Barge 

Barge 

BMtge 

Barge 

Barge 

Barge 

Barge 

Barie 

Barge 

Barge 

Barge.. 
Barge 


1>\  Jicn  dli 
chaigvd* 


Tenofi  pf  chsrlef . 


Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
War. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
April 
April 
April 
Apnl 
April 
April 
April 
April 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
June 
June 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
April 
April 
April 
April 
April 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
Aug. 
Aug. 


15,  1F69 
18,  1869 

{ 

91,  lt)63 

94,  186^2 

96, 1862 

95,  ipea 

15, 1^69 

15,  186'i 

99,  186-2 

92,  1862 
23,  1862 

93,  1869 

94,  1862 

98,  1869 

9,1862 
9,  1862 

5,  1869 

6,  IP62 

9,  1869 

19,  1869 

9,  1^2 

10,  1862 

11,1869 
11,  1862 

92,  1861 
1,  1862 



1,1862 

1,  1862 

9,  186i 

7,  1862 

1,1862 

1,  lb62 

9,  lh62 
9,  1862 

.... 

9,  1862 

1 

1 

1 
1 

9,  1862 

9,  1862 
9,  1869 

3,  1862 

5,  1869 

5, 1862 

5,  18rf9 

12,  1862 
i5, 1869 

95,  1862 

9500  00 
65  00 
.WH  25 
916  0(1 
336  00 
916  (K) 
598  00 
668  00 

760  no 

376  00 
1,064  00 
516  00 
5U8  On 
419  UO 
480  00 
4.56  00 
780  00 
679  CO 
696  00 

479  00 

480  00 
464  00 
500  00 
440  00 
884  00 

19  00 
19  00 
IJ  00 
12  00 
19  00 
12  00 
12  00 
12  00 
12  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
12  00 
9  00 
19  00 
19  00 
9  00 
9  00 


per  month, 
per  day . 
per  month . 
per  month, 
per  month, 
per  month, 
per  month, 
per  month, 
per  month, 
per  month, 
per  month, 
per  month . 
per  month, 
per  month, 
per  month, 
per  month . 
per  month, 
per  month . 
per  month, 
per  month, 
per  month . 
per  month . 
per  month, 
per  month, 
per  mouth, 
per  day. 
per  day. 
per  day. 
per  day. 
per  day. 
per  day. 
per  day. 
per  day. 
per  day. 
per  day. 
per  day. 
per  day. 
per  day. 
per  day. 
per  day. 
per  d:iy. 
per  day . 
per  day. 
per  day. 
per  day. 


*  These  vessels  were  all  timnaferred  to  other  officers. 
[  certify  that  the  above  report  ia  correct. 


J.  W.  BELGER, 
ColonMl  and  (luaritrman 


QiMirlcniuufer. 


Question.  What  was  the  character  of  the  complaints  made  to  yoar 
department  in  regard  to  Mr.  Hall,  as  mentioned  by  yon  in  your  letter 
to  Colonel  Belger,  of  July  9,  1862  ? 

Answer.  Captains  of  barges,  or  persons  professing  to  own  barges  or 
canal  boats^  would  come  to  me  and  say  they  found  they  could  not  get 
their  pay  unless  Mr.  Hall  received  a  certain  percentage.  I  investi- 
gated those  cases.  Some  of  them,  I  think,  were  referred  to  Colonel 
Belger  to  report;  and  I  think  I  generally  found  that  the  charters  were 
from  Mr.  Hall.  I  supposed  him  to  be  a  ship-broker  or  agent,  who 
kept  himself  advised  of  what  vessels  were  to  charter,  and  acted  as  the 
agent  of  the  owners.  But  finding  these  complaints  made,  and  that 
so  many  vessels  were  chartered  in  his  name,  I  wrote  to  Colonel  Belser 
on  the  subject  on  the  9th  of  July,  and  again  on  the  29th  of  July^ 
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copieR  of  which  letters  I  submit.  The  replies  were  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  and  they  have  either  passed  into 
the  hands  of  some  agent  or  been  laid  away  in  some  safe,  and  though 
I  have  asked  for  them  more  than  once  during  the  last  two  or  three 
days  they  have  not  been  found  They  are,  however,  in  the  possession 
of  the  War  Department. 


Washington,  Fridayy  January  30,  1863. 
Brigadier  General  Montgomery  C.  Meigs  recalled,  testified  further, 
as  follows : 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  interview  with  Mr  Tucker  or  Mr.  Hall 
in  regard  to  the  method  of  chartering  vessels  at  Baltimore,  or  the  per- 
sons with  whom  charters  were  effected  ? 

Answer.  I  have  spoken  with  Mr.  Tucker,  in  regard  to  Mr.  Hall 
being  so  much  employed,  or  so  Qiany  vessels  being  chartered  through 
Mr.  Hall,  more  than  once.  I  do  not  remember  any  particular  inter- 
view on  this  subject.  I  have  told  him  that  I  had  written  to  Colonel 
Belger  upon  the  subject.  Mr.  Hall  I  do  not  remember  ever  to  have 
seen,  until  I  saw  him  one  day  in  this  committee  room  lately,  and  was 
told,  after  he  had  left  the  room,  that  that  was  Mr.  Hall.  If  I  had 
such  an  interview  it  left  no  impression  upon  me  as  to  its  being  of  im- 
portance. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Tucker,  under  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  have  the  general  subject  of  the  employment  of  transports  under 
his  charge,  during  the  year  ending  January  1,  1863? 

Answer.  I  think  that,  during  Mr.  Cameron's  administration  as  Sec- 
retary ot  War,  he  held  a  position  as  superintendent  of  transportation; 
but  I  have  not  seen  hiH  commission,  and  do  not  know  precisely  what 
his  powers  were.  I  think  he  acted  under  the  instructions  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  When  Mr.  Stanton  took  charge  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment Mr.  Tucker  was  made  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  and  acted  in 
connexion  with  transportation  from  time  to  time,  under  instructions 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  himself;  what  his  precise  duties  and  powers 
were  I  am  not  informed.  M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster  General. 

[The  following  letter  from  General  Meigs  was  received  subsequent 
to  his  giving  the  previous  testimony.] 

Quartermaster  General's  Office, 

Washington  City,  January  30,  1863. 

Dear  Sir  :  Having  heard  read  this  morning  a  portion  of  the  testi- 
mony of  Cornelius  Wendell  in  regard  to  the  charter  of  the  steamer 
George  Washington,  by  Captain  Fuller,  assistant  quartermaster  at 
Hilton  Held,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  say  to  yon  that  in  my  opinion 
this  tcEtimony  will  produce  a  wrong  impression,  and  that  justice  to 
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Captain  Fuller,  who  made  the  charter,  reqaires  that  his  presentation 
of  the  case  should  be  printed  with  the  testimony. 

Mr.  Wendell's  testimony,  if  carelessly  read,  will  leave  the  im- 
pression that  the  yessel  was  chartered  by  him  for  |100,  and  that  for 
the  same  Captain  Fuller  paid  $350  per  day.  I  believe  that  Mr. 
Wendell's  charter  to  Mr.  Clarke  must  have  been  for  the  bare  vessel, 
(at  home^,  while  Captain  Fuller's  charter  probably  included  the 
wages  and  support  of  the  crew  and  officers,  who  are  generally  hired 
by  the  owners.     I  write  without  reference  to  the  papers. 

The  charter  was  made  by  Captain  Fuller  at  Hilton  Head,  as  I  un- 
derstand, under  pressure  of  necessity,  for  the  use  of  the  vessel  upon 
the  expedition  to  James's  island.  General  Hunter  disapproved  the 
charter,  saying  it  was  made  in  violation  of  his  orders.  Captain 
Fuller,  I  think,  asserted  that  he  had  made  the  best  bargain  he  could 
with  the  agent  of  the  owners,  and  that  thb  necessity  for  the  use  of  the 
vessel  was  imperative,  and  that  he  did  not  violate  his  orders.  She 
had,  it  seems,  been  sent  to  Hilton  Head  by  the  owner  for  the  chance 
of  employment.  Indeed,  Mr.  Clarke  had  applied  to  me  to  have  the 
vessel  employed,  and  I  had  refused  to  order  her  chartered  and  take 
the  risk  of  getting  her  to  Hilton  Head,  having  been  frequently  dis- 
appointed in  the  endeavor  to  send  under  charters  light  draught  steam- 
boats to  that  place.  They  would  loiter  about  the  Chesapeake,  or  run 
into  Hatteras  Inlet,  in  stress  of  weather.  Several  chartered  for  Hilton 
Head  never  reached  there.  This  vessel  was  unfortunate  in  her  voyage, 
but  finally  reached  Hilton  Head;  was  there  at  a  time  when  her  ser- 
vices were  needed  by  the  quartermaster,  who  chartered  her  at  $350  a 
day.  General  Hunter  disapproved  the  charter,  but  the  vessel  con- 
tinued in  service.  I  directed  that  no  payment  should  be  made  to  her, 
and  requested  that  General  Hunter  would  investigate  the  whole 
subject. 

General  Hunter  left  the  department  of  the  south,  and  lately,  when 
about  to  return  to  it,  upon  application  of  Mr.  Bayard  Clarke,  indorsed 
his  approval  of  the  payment  for  the  services  of  this  steamer  at  $250 
per  day  ;  and  upon  this  action  of  General  Hunter  I  directed  the  ves- 
sel's certificates  of  service  to  be  settled  at  this  rate  about  the  third  of 
January. 

Upon  application  from  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives, 
I  have  since  written  to  Captain  Fuller  not  to  pay  the  bills,  but  to 
refer  them  to  this  office  for  settlement,  intending  to  await  the  devel- 
opement  of  any  investigation  by  either  House. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster  General, 

Hon.  J.  W.  Grimes, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Charters  of  Transports^ 

Bank's  Expedition. 
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WashinotoNi  Thursday^  January  22,  1863. 

P.  H.  Watson,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 
Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Qaestion.  8tate  your  official  position  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

Answer.  I  am  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

Qaestion.  Do  you  know  Amasa  C.  Hall,  of  Baltimore,  in  the  State 
of  Maryland  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not.     I  never  saw  him,  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  whether  he  has,  daring  the  Jast  year  and 
a  half,  been  in  the  habit  of  transacting  business  with  the  government, 
and,  if  so,  what  is  the  character  of  it  ? 

Answer.  The  records  of  the  War  Department  show  that  a  person 
of  that  name  has  been  engaged  in  chartering  vessels  for  the  transport 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  in  supplying  coal,  as  a  contractor, 
to  the  quartermaster's  department. 

Question.  Did  he  ever  render  to  the  department  a  list  of  the  vessels 
which  he  had  chartered  to  the  government? 

Answer.  He  furnished  through  his  counsel,  William  Sly,  esq.,  of 
Baltimore,  a  sworn  statement,  embracing  lists  of  the  vessels  that  he  had 
chartered  to  the  government,  specifying  the  names  of  the  owners  of 
some  of  them,  the  rates  at  which  they  were  chartered,  and  the  amount 
of  commission  that  he  received  on  the  charter  money.  That  statement 
was  sworn  to  by  Mr.  Hall. 

Question.  State,  if  you  please,  whether  the  lists  that  you  now  hold 
in  your  hand  are  those  original  lists  so  furnished  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment by  Mr.  Hall's  attorney  ? 

Answer.  They  are  the  original  papers  furnished  by  him. 

The  lists  are  as  follows : 

P.  H.  WATSON. 
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[LiBis  furnished  to  the  War  Department  by  A.  C.  Hall.] 

A  A. 
List  of  vessels  chartered  for  Colonel  Jos.  Belger. 


Description  and  name  of 
v«Mel. 

Owner,  captain,  or  agent*« 
name. 

i 

n 

1 

§ 

1| 

S  u 

< 

ri 

E  o  « 

1862. 
April  14 

Pchr.  Juniaita  Patton 

8ihr.  Clirraolite 

Scnr.  A.  T.  Rowland.... 
Schr.  North  Carolina.   .. 
Schr.  Ban  New  Market  .. 

Schr.  Willlaro  Alien 

Schr.  L.  W.  Birdaale 

Schr.  Governor  Burton ... 

Schr.  Amylii 

Schr.  Maria  fcBlixabeili.. 

Schr.  damucl  Ooit 

Schr.  Buena  Vitia 

Schr.  Kendrick  Pi8h 

Schr.  P.  W.  Johnston  .... 

Sohr.  N.  L.  Wassen 

Schr.  Olivia  Buxton 

Schr.  Julian  Pranklin  .... 
Schr.  Clara  Bell 

E.  Psrker 

961 
170 
316 
108 

90 
363 
167 
368 
106 
24.'S 
166 
331 
170 

94 
103 

90 

9-2 
134 
373 
366 
137 
134 
895 

no 

100 

85 

360 

106 

"iis 

130 
119 
336 
180 
184 
114 
135 
159 
135 
95 

no 

110 
75 
74 
148 
100 
78 
95 
90 
93 
75 
100 
133 
106 
190 
336 
133 

94  00 
400 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
40U 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
400 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
400 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
400 
4  OJ 
4  00 
400 
4  00 
4  00 

*  '4*()6 
4  00 
4  00 
430 
4  00 
4  00 
400 
360 
4  09 
400 
400 
400 
4  CO 
4  05 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  GO 
4  00 
400 
4  00 
400 

11,044  00 
680  00 
864  00 

433  00 
360  OU 

1,453  00 
668  00 

1,073  00 
4-24  00 
980  00 
664  00 
934  00 
68»00 
376  00 
413  00 
360  00 
;j68  00 

495  00 
1,093  00 
1,064  00 

508  00 

496  00 
1,180  00 

440  00 

400  00 

340  00 

1,040  00 

434  00 
475  00 
780  00 
480  00 
44?  00 
950  00 
730  00 
736  00 
456  00 
475  00 
650  00 
500  00 
380  00 
440  00 
440  00 
340  00 
996  00 
593  00 
400  00 
319  00 
380  00 
360  00 
368  00 
300  00 
400  00 
539  00 
«4  00 
760  00 
944  00 
5d9  00 

IU809  00 

753  40 

3.081  60 

907  90 

888  00 

8.448  00 

1,060  00 

3,3)0  00 

1,045  80 

«90  45 
37  67 

154  08 
45  36 

15 
11 
16 

A.O.Hall 

T.  W.  Rowland 

R.  W.  Bunting 

16 
16 
16 

Levin  H.Stewart. 

Tbos.  0  Crannier 

A.  C.  Hall 

44  40 
499  40 
.53  00 

8 
17 
17 

do 

do 

..do 

6  W.  Hilliard  

167  00 
59  99 

16 

9,044  00 
3,.'>73  00 
3,060  00 
859  90 
9,798  80 
1,548  00 
1,7:j3  90 

*4,866'ob 
3,990  60 
9,404  40 

'?,' 134*96 

'"683  00 

'5,'333'96' 
9,916  00 

"iJMOOO 

937  80 

1,416  00 

9,650  00 

730  00 

933  30 

1,763  30 

738*M 

616  60 
481  30 
1,053  33 
557  SO 
408  00 

103  90 

18 

A.C.Hall .... 

178  60 

9i 
22 

John  Wall 

A.O.Hall  

153  00 
49  61 

sa 

S3 
32 

Harri..on  Mitchell 

SamaelP.  Williams.... 
S.  F.Jewett 

139  74 
77  40 
86  66 

9-3 

W.  ADolesarth.. 

S3 
33 

Schr.  A.  H.  Manchester.. 
Schr.  Ptandome 

At»a  W.  Nickerson 

Robert  T  brown 

Jcweph  H.  Townsend  ... 
W.  Applegarth 

943  00 
199  53 

34 
94 

S«hr.  David  0.  Poster  .... 

Schr.  R.O.  ftannard 

Schr.  Mary  P.  Hudson.... 

Schr.  Carrie 

Schr.  J.  H.  Travers 

Schr.  J.  Oaslin.       

Brig  Aladdin 

Schr  T.R.  Hammond.... 
Schr.  Prench 

190  99 

35 
98 
2t< 
98 

38 

S.B.Hudson 

W  Applegarth  A  Son.... 
John  U.Adam 

Wyler......' !!!".'. !!."'.'. 

356  91 
'  34*i5 
"966  66 

30 
3U 

Gennish 

Robert  Hawes 

110  80 

May    1 

Schr.  Monnuin  Eagle.... 

Schr.  BalUmore 

Schr.  Pisber 

77  00 

9 

1 

M.  A.  Mitchell 

CM.  Jackson  k  Co.... 
John  Magee 

46  89 
70  80 

7 

Schr.  M.  A.  Mage 

BrigW.  Nicholas 

Schr.  Emma  Farbush  ... 
Schr  Justina 

133  50 

9 

9 

Jane  13 

William  O.  Foster 

Georges  Hundell 

Kelsey&Gray 

Tugoe  fc  Tall 

36  00 
46  61 
88  16 

Aug.  11 

Schr.  Lawrence 

Schr.  AlmiraT 

Schr.  Clara  Bell 

*  11 
11 

W.  HhodeafcSon 

W.  Applegarth  fc  Son... 
R   Beniion 

96  80 
30  83 

II 

Schr.  O.  H.Tolla 

Schr.  Oarrle 

Schr  PederelHill 

Schr.  Ontario 

Schr.  Mountaineer 

Schr.  BN.  Fox 

Sihr.  Butterfly 

Schr.J.,M.AA.J.Foxwell 
Schr.  William  k  John.... 
Schr.  J.  R.  Griffith 

94  06 

11 

James  North 

59  61 

11 

L.  WheaUey 

97  86 

11 

90  40 

11 

Roton 

Holmes    

W.  Applegarth  k  Son... 

Dunn 

W.  Applegarth  kSon... 

11 
11 

730  00 

36  50 

11 
11 
13 

384  80 
481  90 
433  00 

370  00 

4,164  99 

1,895  00 
1,098  93 

19  94 
94  06 
91  60 

13 
18 

Schr.  J.  P.  Spedden 

Sloop  Delaware 

do 

do 

"is'ib 

91 

Schr.  Ambition 

do         .... 

31 

Schr.  Louisiana 

do 

91 

98 

Schr.  William  Fraxier.... 
Schr  Wonder 

do 

O.  n.  Halleck     

908  94 

-pea 

Bark  William 

Schr.  Robert  Haley 

Total 

Kelsey&Gray    

W.  Applegarth  k  Son... 

9195 
59  61 

4,339  95 
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List  of  vestdt  chartered  for  CaUmel  Jos,  Bdger, 


m 

I 


1889. 

April  S8 
98 
98 
98 
98 
98 

May  1 

1 

1 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

3 

3 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

8 

8 

8 

9 

19 

5 

15 

Aug.  95 

95 

95 

25 

95 

95 

98 

96 

96 

97 

Sept.  6 

6 


Name  and  daMripttoa  of 


Barge  Jno.  Pickup 

Barxe  Friendship 

Barge  California 

Barxe  Great  Republic 

Barge  M. 'A.  DuUy 

Barge  B.  Reader 

Barge  Mary  Ann  Brown. . . 
Barge  Lewii  fc  Butler  .... 

Barge  P.  8.  Mamh 

Barge  Ohas.  B.  Morris 

Barge  Lewis  Wilson 

Barge  Orange 

Barge  T.  Spencer 

Barge  Mary  Linda 

Barge  Cha«.  E.  Steiner.... 

Barge  J.  Campbell 

Barge  Judge  Jones 

Barge  Gov.  Johnston  .... 

Barge  David  Wilmot 

Barge  Little  Oliver 

Barge  Jno.  Adams 

Barge  Rhodericlc  Dhu 

Barge  George  Spencer  .... 

Barge  Empire  City 

Barge  Edward 

Barge  Michael  Fritz 

Barge  Ri<  hard  Heckscher. 

Barge  Rebecca 

Barge  M.  J.  Hanselman... 
Barg(>  n.  J.  Townsend  .... 
Barge  Geo.  W.  Beams .... 
Barge  Jno.  F.  Morton. . . . 

Barge  Swan 

Barge  W.  T.Anderson.... 
Barge  Dutch  Traveller  .... 

Barge  Mazy  Welch 

Barge  Adolphus  Fisher. . . . 

Barge  Fore>.i  Flower 

Barge  Alexander  the  Great 

Barge  T.  P.  Strau 

Barge  Baltic 

Barge  Zouave 

Barge  Feroniu 

Barge  Seven  Sisters 

Barge  Carrie 

Barge  Lizzie  Arnold 

Barge  Dr.  W.  W.  Robins. .. 

Barge  Gray  Eagle 

Barge  Martha  fc  Sarah .... 

Barge  Village  Bflle 

Barge  Tbonia*  Franklin. . . 

Barge  Jno.  Wanner 

Barge  Frances 


Toul. 


Owner  or  c«ptain*s 


John  Elliott 

R.W.  McClellao. 
David  Forsyth  ..., 


Bernard  Duffy 

John  Frick 

Richard  Brown 

Richard  A.  Riloit  ... 

Jacob  Shurtz. 

JuniuM  Clinton 

AdamBulmer. 

William  Barker 

W.  Lockridge  k  Co  . 


James  Murray  ... 
Robert  Pattervon. 


W.  Lockridge  fc  Co.. 

P.  W.  Blackburn 

R.F.  Calvill 

Edward  Burke , 

Jno.  L.  Hammond.... 

do 

do 

S>tmuel  Root 

Thomas  Loudon 

Jacob  Shurts 

do 

do 

Aq 

.do       ..    

Leander  Wood  ..... 
Geo.  W.  Brewernan  . 
O.  H.  Fttienherger  . . , 
Thomas  McColloch  .. 

Denis  O'Brien 

Henry  Long 


Jas.  S.  Patten 

J.  Hippie , 

Charles  Kinehart.. 
John  llocklander  . 

J.L.  Arnold 

S.  H.  Hocklandcr., 

Sol.  R.  Shipe 

John  B.Miller 

Isaac  Milliken..... 

Jacob  Piper 

C.  Coblens ., 

...do 


019  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  (10 
19  00 
!5  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  OU 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
9  OU 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  OU 
9  00 
9  00 
19  00 
9  00 
19  00 
9  00 
13  00 
900 
9  00 
9  00 
9  00 
10  00 
10  00 
9  00 
9  00 
900 
900 
19  00 
19  00 


ftl,740  00 
1,884  00 
9,076  00 
1,697  00 
1,744  00 
1,740  00 


1,815  00 

708  00 

9,179  00 


1,839  00 

1,798  00 

9,640  00 

9,139  00 

696  00 

1,464  00 

1,704  00 

1,800  00 

1,819  00 

1,699  00 

1,464  00 

9,148  00 

1,798  00 

360  00 

360  00 

360  00 

1,968  00 

1,611  00 

1,894  00 

l,e94  00 

1,764  00 

1,383  90 

9,059  00 

1,949  00 

1,314  00 

1,380  00 

1,933  00 

360  00 

1,593  UO 

1,665  00 

961  00 

961  00 

934  00 

961  00 

990  00 

37U  00 

995  00 

934  OO 

995  00 

916  00 


III 


#87  00 
94  90 

103  80 
81  35 
87  90 
87  00 


90  75 
35  40 
106  60 


WbflB 


October   I. 
October  17. 


October  31. 


91  60 
86  40 
139  00 

106  60 
34  80 
73  90 

85  90 
90  00  i 

90  00  . 
84  60  ! 
73  90  I 

107  40 

86  40  I 
18  00  < 
18  UO 
18  00  ! 
98  40 
80  55  I 

91  9ir< 
91  90  I 
88  90  < 
69  16  I 

109  60 
69  10 
65  70 
69  00 
61  65 
U  00 
79  65 
83  95 
13  05 
13  05 
11  70  I 

13  05  : 

14  50 
18  50  I 
11  95 
II  70  ; 
II  95  I 
10  80 


October  31. 


Sept.      98. 
October    1. 


Sept.      99. 


Sept.       30. 


October    1. 
Discharged. 


•I- 


Sept.  89. 

K#-pt.  99. 

Sept.  19. 

c^ept.  99. 

Sept.  99. 

Sept.  30. 

Sept.  19. 

Sept.  90. 

Sept.  19. 

Sept.  19. 


3,060  81 
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B  B. 
List  of  vessels  chartered  Jar  the  McCleUan  expedition. 


186^ 
Feb.  26 
96 
S3 
96 
96 
96 
96 
95 
95 
97 
27 
98 
MATCh  1 

1 
3 

4 
5 
5 
5 
6 
5 
7 
7 
7 

8 
8 
10 
10 
10 
10 

11 
n 

15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
17 
17 
18 
8 


D^^Hplfos  anj 


of 


Oinipror  ciptiiu'i  9Un« 


Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 
Schr. 


IsleofPinei.     ... 

Saratoga    

Lydia  Ann 

Uaspinn    

Suwasiett 

Benj.  Uuiler 

Willard  P.  PhUhps. 

Red  Ea«le 

E.  W.  Benton     .  . 

.^da  Ameg  

Ellen 

W.  L  Dayton  .... 
Maria  Jane  .     . 

A.  J.  Bird        

Wm.  Phillips 

Alexander  Law... 

Eclipse       

Thomas  Page 

Montezuma 

Samuf^l  Eddy 

Moonlight 

John  VVil>.on*  .... 

Fair  Wind  

A.  K.  Whetmore  . . 

W.  H.  Kutan 

Henry  Finch. 

Sea  Nymph 

Moderator 

Asa  Eldridge. 

M.  C.  Durfee 

Su-quehanna  

William  Spear. ... 

West  Wind 

Daniel  Krovrn 

White  Cloud 

S.E.Jones 

Mary  Ann 

Lnui«a  Reeves  ... 

Batavia     

Heri<chel 

Fr6montt   

Free  Wind 

Pnscillaf 

S.  H.  PiKJlct 

John  Farnum 


Total 


Thomas  B.  Friend   ... 

John  W.  Adams 

John  M.  Weaver 

Raymond  Porter 

Isaac  Soper    

John  P.  Husby 

Samuel  R.  Smith 

W.  B.  Brown 

E  Taylor 

A.  C  Ames 

Harvy  D.  Leiand 

Somers  Hand  

Isaac  A.  Lay 

James  H.  French 

William  H.  Mount.... 

Henry  T.  Wood 

John  J.  Oook 

George  W.  France. ... 

H.  C.  Wyman  

Wefley  Paiton 

George  M  Stutes 

Henry  J.  Mills 

Bevan.  Phillips  fc  Co.. 

Mills  Edwardd 

John  W.  Sprague 

Henry  Davy 

Lemuel  H.  Oonly 

A.  S.  Setts 

Owen  Prouott 

W.  Bears 

W.  Applegarth 


Charles  Burnett 

Henry  Heald 

Amos  C.  Leavitt.  .. 

Fountain  Jones 

Charles  Haley 

John  A.  Jones 

C.J.Ward    

J.  H.  Btrdsale 

John  Spaulding 

E  R.  Jones 

W.  Applegarth  .... 


do. 


Gideon  Hall  . 


199 

144 

16-2 

16-21 

19:4 

184 

198 

250 

183 

246 

165 

1.35 

219 

179 

208 

210 

969 

160 

136 

276 

260 

67 
113 
229 
171 
280 
19-2 
217 
128 
260 

77 

97 
247 
294 
153 
198 
137 
16.3 
164 
297 


f  4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  UO 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 


168 


4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 


4  00 


4  00 


9796  00 
575  00 
648  00 
650  00 
772  00 
73a  00 
792  00 

1,000  00 
732  00 
964  00 
660  00 
540  00 
876  00 
716  00 
832  00 
840  00 
960  00 
640  00 
544  00 

1,104  00 

1,040  00 


452  00 
916  00 
684  00 

1,1-20  00 
768  00 
868  00 
512  00 

1,040  00 
308  00 
388  00 
988  00 

1,065  00 
600  00 
750  00 
500  00 
600  00 
615  00 

1,100  00 


672  00 


916  00 


$5,968  00 
3,910  00 
1,836  00 
5,091  60 
2,161  60 
5,127  60 
2,496  20 
2,860  00 
2,820  00 
2,755  00 
4,076  00 
1.530  00 
6,f)i20  00 
5,538  00 
832  00 
2,212  00 
6,6-20  00 
1,728  00 
2,829  80 
7,139  20 

10,668  40 


904  00 
916  00 
2,724  00 
2,986  60 
4,812  80 
4,340  00 
2,  .500  00 
1,040  00 


3,9.S2  00 
2,343  00 
1,340  00 
1,825  00 
1,816  60 
1,460  00 
3,955  00 
6,413  00 


672  00 


6,717  20 


Ill 

lit 

< 


$963  40 
195  50 

91  80 
254  58 
108  08 
956  38 
124  81 
143  00 
141  00 
137  75 
203  80 

76  50 
346  00 
276  80 

41  60 
110  60 
331  00 

86  40 
141  49 
a%  96 
534  49 


45  20 
45  80 
136  90 
149  33 
240  64 
217  00 
125  00 
52  00 


197  60 
117  15 
67  00 
91  25 
90  83 
73  00 
97  75 
S20  65 


33  60 


335  86 
6,757  5 


*  One  trip,  wood  to  Fortress  Monroe. 


t  One  trip  to  Fortress  Monroe. 
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List  of  vessels  chartered  Jar  the  McClellan  expedition — Continued. 


Name  and  deacription  ofveaael. 

Owner  or  captain's  name. 

h 

S 

0S 

1. 
11 

l§ 

< 

Ill 
111 

1862. 
Feb.     96 

Barge  Captain  F.  S.  Boaa. .... 
Rargc  Olive  Branch 

010  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 

10  00 

10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
60  00 
10  00 

m  00 

10  00 

$1,9*00 

9,390  00 

750  00 

#61  35 
119  50 

36 

Abraham  Hollman 

96 

Barge  Samuel  Davia 

BargeLady        

Barge  M.  Dallman 

Thomas  Rourke 

37  SO 

96 

John  Baser 

96 

L.  Britton 

William  Hven 

96 

Barge  P.  Dutchman •  • . . . 

9,060  00 
2,090  00 

103  00 

96 

Barae  WilUiim 

William  Gillen 

104  SO 

96 

Barge  Ttiomaa  Maloney 

Barge  Henry  Bartley 

M  ichai*]  Filzpatrick 

96 

Thomas  Mc  Bride 

Michael  Kerkeolager 

William  Curry 

990  00 
9.390  00 
900  00 
170  00 
9,140  00 
9,110  00 
1,500  00 

2,340  00 

660  00 
1,980  00 
1,900  00 
9,090  00 
1,840  00 
9,000  00 
2,140  00 

180  00 
1,180  00 
1,:26  00 
4,900  00 
1,9M)00 

660  00 
• 

ii  00 

96 
Ifaieh    3 

Barge  Kate  Sailor 

Barce  SupdIv.**.         ....■■>. 

119  50 
45  00 

3 

Barge  Owen  Gorman 

Owen  Brady 

ito 

8  50 

3 

Barge  Mary  Ann 

Barge  Union 

Barge  8.  Craig 

107  00 

3 

Daniel  Call 

105  50 

3 

William  F.  Hare,captdin  ;  Jno. 
8-  Hammond,  owner. 

Jno.  8.  Hammond,  owner ;  Pat- 
rick Maginnis,  captain. 

Jsin(>s  Carr  ...•«. . 

75  00 

3 
3 

Barge  W.  T.  Anderson 

Barge  Broad  Mountain 

Baige  Patricit  Naulty 

117  00 
33  00 

3 

(leorge  Nahur 

64  00 

•           3 

Barge  Peter  Clinton 

Barge  We«tem  Star 

Oeorge  A.  Teribill 

60  00 

3 

•1  oh n  Moore   

101  00 

3 

Barge  M.  V».  l)aivaon 

Thomaa  Jackson 

93  00 

3 

Barge  Charles  MiUer 

Barge  M.  Duffy 

Phillip  Reilly 

100  00 

3 

P  Duffy  

J.  K.  Iiundore 

Patrick  Turus 

107  00 

3 

Barge  T.  C  Zulick 

9  00 

3 

Barge  Dr.  Shannon 

50  00 

3 

Barge  Catherine  Hays 

Rarge  Delaware 

William  Whalen 

86  30 

4 

W.  H.  Bolton     

910  00 

8 

Barge  Metropolis    

Jacob  shurts 

63  00 

8 
19 

Rarge  Princetown 

Barge  Helen  Brown 

do 

W.H.Oler 

33  00 

Total 



9.031  65 

1 
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S 


1869. 
r«b.     9i 

96 
96 
96 
9« 
96 
96 
96 
96 
96 
96 
96 
96 
Mwcb  7 
19 
18 


cc. 

List  of  steamers  chartered. 


Name  of  steamer. 

Naiue  of  owner  or  company. 

1 

S 

1 

Hi 

sit 

< 

Baltimore 

Friend,  Ricketta  &  Co    .... 

959,500  00 

9,680  OU 

l8,0tK)  00 

I8.0(MJ  00 

16,.'iU0  00 

t3,(>00  00 

t:i3,J3»  00 

l.-^OO  00 

1.^390  00 

91,000  00 

69,»«0  00 

1,140  00 

1,900  00 

1,500  00 

19,995  00 

19,805  00 

$9,695  00 
484  00 

C.cll 

W.T.Rice     

Krni» 

8  J.  Ptfiiiz  &  Co  

900  00 

Pioneer 

do 

"**i9i6*ob 

900  00 

Wili.on8maU» 

P>irti<moutb ... 

Smith      

J.  Tome,  piesident    

....  do 

do          

8-25  00 
3<I0  00 

Juniaita 

Pacific 

3,39)  00 

7:>oo 

Tu«  Ajai  

666  00 

Georgia . 

Coluaibia 

M.N  FdiK  president 

Dr.  Wm.  OuMlon  

1,050  00 

:<,450  00 

79  00 

IlaKWfil 

A.  C.  Hall 

Pairy  Queen 

Tug  Pilot    

do    

Joienh  Baker  . 

50  00 

60  00 
75  00 

Tuf  Patapsco 

A.  <;   Hall 

614  75 

Tug  Jon.  Baker 

Tuc  Edwin  Porreal 

J.  H.  Barton 

65  00 

640  95 

A.  C.  Hall 

Major  Brewertoo 

Mayur  and  city  coancil .... 

Total 

16,060  00 

*  Ditfchaiyed. 


t  Conmistion  at  10  per  cent. 


D  D. 
List  of  vessels  chartered. 


Date  of 
ebatter. 

Description  and  name  of 
vessel. 

Owner  or  captain's  name. 
Henry  11.  Ooyer 

Rate  of  pay 
per  day. 

Am*t  paid  on 
charter. 

Amt  recM  on 
commis'n  at 
five  per  cent. 

1869. 
March  97 

Iowa barge  .. 

Winekmip do.... 

Snmuel  Wooley....do.... 

Vera  Cms do... 

LitUedallie do.... 

Planet    do.... 

Nevada do.... 

$19  00 
19  00 
li  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  00 
19  0<l 

«9,1I9  00 
1,008  00 
9,990  00 
1,090  OJ 
1.836  00 
9,196  00 
1,579  00 
1,5W00 
9,436  00 
9,199  00 
9,196  00 
l,0.'i6  00 
9,436  00 
9,184  00 
9,508  00 
9,090  00 
9,U'0  00 
9,136  00 
1,440  00 

9105  60 
50  40 

99 

G.  a.  Brokaw 

99 

lit  00 

April      1 

Andrew  Byrnes 

51  00 

J.  Monogue 

91  80 

Michael  Gary 

109  80 

John  Maihpws 

78  60 

Young  Henry do.... 

Mary  Connolly   ...do.... 
TomO'Meal    ....  do.... 

James  Tonar  do.... 

Niagara do.... 

Agnes  Gibson  ....  do ... . 

J.M.  Riplier do.... 

Cape  May do... 

A  C.  Paire do  ... 

Andrew  Buckley  ..do.... 

Upbamia  do.... 

Nightingale do.... 

Jr»hn  Patrell 

75  00 

Michael  Connolly 

William  Fox 

191  80 
109  60 

John  Powell 

109  80 

Cliarleii  Willoner 

59  80 

Lawrnnce  Leary 

121  80 

Richard  •  onnolly 

109  90 

Charles  Caiitner 

195  40 

W.  ?».  Bachman 

101  00 

William  Buckley 

Denis  Bucklny 

105  00 

106  80 

Michael  Deegan 

73  00 

1,806  40 
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List  of  vessels  chartered,  per  orders  of  Colonel  D. 

C.  McCuUum. 

^ 

-1 

§ 

si-* 

N 

1 

Name  and  deseripUon  of 

Owners  or  captain's 

II 

!i 

lis 

l§ 

'5 

vessel. 

name. 

i 

e  ^ 

^1 

Q 

^ 

« 

< 

$4,955  00 
V,?24  40 

< 

1862. 
Mar.  18 

Ella »c 

hooner. 
do..  . 

Chns.  M.  Marston, 
0.  11.  Hazleton... 

fT!": 

212 
947 

9795  00 
950  00 

$347  75 
336  32 

$3  75 

18 

James  Jones 

3  841 

91 

Norman 

.do... 

B.  Atwood,  Jr . . . . 

do.... 

990 

880  00 

3,784  00 

189  90 

400 

21 

Minnehnlia 

.do.... 

John  H.Young.. 

..do.. 

140 

560  00 

1,637  40 

HI  87 

4  00 

21 

Mary  Brewer  .... 
E.  Nickeison.... 

do.... 

J.B.Wood 

.do.... 

115 

460  00 

3,174  00 

158  70 

400 

25 

.do.... 

Cyrus  Nickerson. 

..do.... 

929 

916  00 

2,733  90 

136  61) 

400 

95 

E.  Doane 

bri£... 

Geo.  HLoring... 

.do.... 

187 

746  00 

2,118  00 

105  90 

4  00 

25 

Geo.  W.  Glover,  schooner. 

Winslow  Thomas. 

..do.  .. 

116 

468  00 

1,082  60 

54  13 

4  03 

25 

Algomar 

.do.... 

William  Hayes... 

..do.... 

125 

500  00 

1,033  30 

51  66 

4  00 

24 

Israel  H.  Day.... 

do.... 

Davis  Chase 

..do.... 

953 

916  00 

5,589  60 

279  48 

309 

24 

J.H.  Burnen 

.do.... 

DanM  Ireland    ... 

.do  ... 

192 

768  00 

4,772  00 

338  60 

4  00 

96 

Oavisoti 

.do  .. 
.do.... 

Chas.  Jackson  ... 
SuthC.  Arey.   ... 

..do  ... 
..do.... 

94 
191 

376  00 
764  00 

1,053  00 
1,349  00 

52  60 
67  45 

4  00 

26 

W.  H.  Mailler... 

400 

26 

Vincent  Barkelew 

.do.... 

Clark  Burdick  ... 

..do... 

84 

336  00 

1,097  60 

54  88 

4  00 

97 

RicbMA.Wood... 

.do.... 

J.  B.  Cranmer.... 

do.... 

298 

1,100  00 

6,196  60 

309  83 

309 

97 

Lucy  Clinch 

Benj.L.  Berry.... 
S.  U.  Itart 

.do.... 

Alden  H.  Adams  . 

.  do.... 

904 

816  00 

4,871  40 

9«57 

4  00 

97 

.do.... 

Geo.  B.  Weaver.. 

..do.... 

190 

760  00 

4,282  90 

914  11 

4  OO 

27 

.do  ... 

Isaac  Wall 

..do.... 

165 

660  00 

3,984  OU 

199  90 

4  00 

38 

Lucy  Alexander. 
8.  L.  Simmons  .. 

.do.... 

8.8.  Harris 

..do  ... 

130 

590  00 

2,929  90 

146  46 

4  00 

99 

.do 

C.  K.  Alexander  . 

..do.... 

145 

580  00 

.1,835  40 

191  77 

4  00 

Apr.  95 

.do  ... 

Lewis  Gandy  .... 

.  do  ... 

923 

892  00 

1,385  00 

69  S5 

4  00 

26 

Malabar 

.do  ... 
.do.... 

MarkWiloh 

Chas.  F.  Hamilton 

..do.... 
..do.... 

127 
129 

508  00 
516  00 

1,354  60 

67  73 
6S00 

4  00 

23 

Ellen  Merryman . 

4  00 

98 

Bengal 

Mary  and  EUxabeit 
Toung  America... 
Pennsylvania 

.do.... 

B.A.  Pillsbury... 

..do.... 

J03 

419  00 

1,977  00 

63  85 

4  00 

29 

i.do.... 

Leonard  W.  Read 

..do.. 

190 

760  00 

1,900  00 

95  00 

4  00 

99 

.do.... 

J.andH.H.Post.. 

owners. 

142 

568  00 

927  80 

46  39 

4  00 

May    1 

.do... 

H.N.  West 

captain. 

143 

572  00 

3,601  00 

130  05 

4  00 

nay    ^ 

E.  D.  McClenaban 

.do.... 

Zebulon  Mitchell. 

114 

456  00 

2,024  25 

101  31 

4  00 

3 

John  Forsyth 

do.... 

J.  U.  Applegate.. 

;.*do!'.;! 

247 

986  00 

4,706  00 

335  30 

4  00 

4 

Emma  Amelia. .. 

.do  .. 

A.E.Harding.... 

..do.... 

350 

1.000  00 

5,837  40 

291  87 

4  00 

5 

Mohawk 

.do... 

Henry  Giles 

..do... 

141 

564  00 

3,746  30 

137  31 

4  00 

5 

R  W.  PRrrinirton. 

.do.... 

James  Robinson  ■. 

..do.... 

211 

844  00 

3,685  00 

184  35 

4  00 

6  ,  Belle  of  Cape  Ann 
6      Jnhn  Tilton 

.do.... 

IV.  H.Greene.  .. 

..do.... 

100 

400  00 

919  80 

4)  99 

4  00 

.do.... 

J.  8.  Lawrence. .. 

.do.... 

160 

640  00 

1,173  20 

58  66 

4  00 

6 

Luther  Uhilds.... 

.do.... 

Charles  Kelly  ... 

.  do  ... 

168 

672  00 

1,213  00 

60  65 

4  00 

e 

A    fl.  Rellfi 

do... 

P.  K.  Harwood... 

..do.... 

118  '    479  00 

2,249  60 

113  48 

4  00 

9  1  Mountain  Avenue 

.do.... 

P.G.Kelly 

..do.... 

174       696  00 

2,261  60 

113  06 

4  00 

1Q     ripn.  W.  Crice  . . . 

.do  ... 

John  Palmer 

..do.... 

118       473  00 

2,489  40 

124  47 

4  OO 

19 
90 

Undine 

.do  ... 
.do.... 

F.T.  Crowell.... 
Wm.  C.Harris... 

..do.... 
..do.... 

100       400  00 
9a)       930  00 

1,013  00 
3,831  80 

50  65 
191  S» 

4  00 

Southerner  .... • . 

4  00 

21 

w*'.**..*'.  ..^•.    •  .  ■  .  "  . 

.do.... 

Zenas  Treworgy  . 

..do... 

265    1,060  00 

2,120  00 

106  00 

400 

33     AiPv.  l.tkw 

.do.... 

Henry  T.Wood.. 

..do.... 

911 

844  00 

3,854  20 

192  71 

4  00 

June  9 
10 
10 
10 

Hamor 

.do.... 

Hamor.... 

..do.... 

130 

480  00 

363  00 

19  15 

4  00 

Geo.  W. Glover.. 

Wra.  Gregory 

Juiiiatta  Patton.. 

.do.... 
.do.... 
.do... 

W.  Thomas .... . . 

..do 
.  do... 
..do.... 

116 

464  00 

1,948  60 
2,682  00 
3,871  40 

97  43 
134  10 
193  57 

4  00 

Horace  Buckley.. 
E.  Parker  

149  I    596  00 
261  ll,044  00 

4  00 
4  00 

10 
10 
13 
95 
16 
S6 

W.  L.  Duyton... 
Harriet  Baker.... 
Jas.  II.  Moore  ... 
Stephen  S.Lee.. 
Julia  Smith 

.do.... 
.do... 
.do.... 
.do.... 
.do  ... 
.do  ... 

Somen  Hand 

..do... 

135  1    540  00 
150       600  00 
280   1,120  00 
235  !    940  00 
182       728  00 
223       892  00 

2.469  00 
.3,000  00 
4,032  00 
3,008  00 
3,276  00 
3, 181  40 

123  45 
150  00 
301  60 
150  40 
163  80 
159  07 

4  00 

400 

Wm.YngerBoll... 

johii  briando.... 
Dan'ICunnell.... 

..do.... 

..do'.;;; 

..do.... 

400 
4  00 
4  00 

Fnaces ......   . . 

4  00 

Aug.  23 

Joseph  Holmes.. 

Tntnl 

.do.... 

B.F.  Holmes.... 

..do.... 

321       884  00 

1,655  80 


82  79 

4  00 

7,375  89 

1  oiai ..•••. .... ••». 
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[The  following  letter  and  accompanying  document  were  received  from  Mr. 
Watson,  subsequent  to  bis  giving  the  previous  testimony:] 

War  Department, 
WcuhingUm  City,  February  3,  18«3. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  Colonel  James  Belgcr,  United  States 
quartermaster  at  Baltimore,  Maryland,  was  directed  to  furnish  information  in 
detail  with  reference  to  the  vessels  chartered,  employed  and  repaired  under  his 
direction  during  the  past  year.  He  has  forwarded  the  enclosed  reports,  which  I 
am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  transmit  to  you.  Some  further  points 
of  inquiry,  not  embraced  in  these  reports,  have  been  called  to  Colonel  Belger's 
attention,  and  the  additional  information  required  will  be  communicated  to  you 
as  soon  as  it  is  received. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

R  H.  WATSON. 
Hon.  James  Grimes, 

United  States  SeiuUe,  Washington, 
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War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C  February  9,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  additional  report  of  Colonel 
James  Belger,  Quartermaster  at  Baltimore,  called  for  by  you,  of  vessels  repaired 
at  Baltimore,  Maryland,  under  his  direction,  embracing  the  dates  of  such  re- 
pairs, names  of  vessels  repaired,  names  of  persons  by  whom  repaired,  dates  of 
payment,  names  of  persons  by  whose  order  or  request  repaired,  and  cost  of  re- 
pairs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  James  W.  Grimes, 

Chairman  of  Select  Committee,  Sfc. 
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Washington,  Saturday y  January  24,  1863. 
John  Tucker,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows  : 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  State,  if  you  please,  when  you  began  to  act  as  the  agent 
of  the  g6vernment  in  procuring  transport  ships  ;  in  what  capacity  you 
have  acted  ;  by  what  authority  ;  where  you  have  chartered  ;  of  whom 
you  have  chartered ;  for  what  time  ;  on  what  terms  ;  through  what 
agents  you  have  acted  ;  the  names  of  the  vessels  chartered,  and  the 
date  at  which  they  were  discharged,  as  far  as  you  can. 


Tuesday,  January  27,  1863. 

John  Tucker  reappeared  and  testified  as  follows,  in  answer  to  the 
interrogatory  above,  and  further  interrogatories  propounded  by  the 
chairman : 

Answer.  Immediately  after  the  riots  in  Baltimore  in  April,  1861, 
the  Secretary  of  War  sent  three  urgent  notes  to  me  asking  me  to  pro- 
ceed forthwith  to  Washington.  I  arrived  on  Friday  of  the  following 
week,  when  he  stated  he  wished  to  avail  of  my  experience  to  aid  the 
government  in  the  transportation  of  troops  and  stores  to  Washington. 
He  gave  me  written  authority  (a  copy  of  which  is  on  file  in  the  quar- 
termaster general's  department)  to  charter  transports  and  to  arrange 
transportation  by  land.  I  entered  immediately  on  the  duty,  and  soon 
found  that  while  communication  between  Washington  and  the  north 
had  been  interrupted,  many  patriotic  bodies  had  despatched  large 
numbers  of  transports  from  various  places  laden  with  stores,  &c. 
Many  of  these  were  soon  after  discharged  through  my  recommenda- 
tion, while  others  (after  consultation  with  various  quartermasters) 
were  retained  in  service  at  reduced  rates. 

After  this  my  duties  were  light  until  I  was  asked  to  aid  General 
Burnside  in  obtaining  transports  and  expediting  their  departure^  but 
not  until  he  had  devoted  many  weeks  to  it,  and,  of  course,  I  acted 
under  his  directions. 

When  -a  change  was  made  in  the  head  of  the  War  Department, 
about  one  year  ago,  the  present  Secretary  of  War  asked  me  to  act  as 
assistant,  to  which  I  reluctantly  assented,  and  have  so  continued  to 
act  until  the  21st  instant,  when  the  oflSce  terminated. 

Shortly  after  I  was  installed  in  this  office  I  was  directed  to  aid  the 
quartermaster's  department  in  procuring  the  transports  for  General 
McClellan's  expedition.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  copy  of  the  report  I 
made  on  the  5th  April,  1862,  which  gives  full  accounts  of  that  expe- 
dition. This  is  the  only  regular  written  report  I  had  occasion  to 
make. 

When  the  vessels  were  chartered  the  proper  number  of  copies  of  the 
charter-parties  were  immediately  sent  to  the  quartermaster  general, 
and  his  office  became  the  place  of  record.  As  the  transports  were  to 
be  discharged  by  the  quartermaster's  department,  as  soon  as  the  ser- 
vices required  had  been  rendered,  and  as  they  w.ere  to  be  paid  by  the 
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same  department,  I  had  no  occasion  for  a  record  and  kept  none.  All 
sach  information  can  be  furnished  by  that  department.  It  is  impos- 
sible for  me,  without  reference  to  the  records  of  that  department,  to 
state  from  memory,  which  would  be  very  imperfect,  of  whom  the  ves- 
sels were  chartered,  for  what  time,  on  what  terms,  the  names  of  the 
vessels,  or  when  they  were  discharged.  Vessels  were  chartered  from 
owners  in  all  the  principal  cities  from  Portland  to  Baltimore.  I 
hand  herewith  a  report  of  the  quartermaster  general,  dated  March  24, 
1862,  which  shows  the  vessels  chartered  for  that  department  from 
April  1,  1861,  to  that  date,  which,  I  presume,  includes  all  the  trans- 
ports chartered  by  me  while  acting  as  transportation  agent,  as  it  in- 
cludes a  period  beginning  some  time  before  I  commenced  acting  in  that 
capacity  and  for  two  months  after  I  had  ceased  to  be  such  agent. 
8ince  March,  1862,  I  have  not  signed  any  charter-parties, « and  it 
would  be  difficult  to  distinguish  those  which  were  made  with  my 
knowledge  from  others. 

I  availed  of  the  assistance  of  Mr.  M.  J.  Buckley,  the  shipping  su- 
perintendent of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Kailroad  Company,  at 
Port  Richmond,  near  Philadelphia,  to  procure  canal  boats  and 
schooners  at  fixed  prices  and  with  the  approval  of  the  quartermaster 
at  Perry  ville.  Mr.  S.  S.  Bishop,  a  gentleman  of  large  experience  in 
the  shipping  business,  aided  in  fitting  the  transports  and  embarking 
the  horses  and  wagons  at  Perryville.  I  also  availed  of  the  prclctical 
knowledge  and  enlarged  experience  of  Captain  R.  F.  Loper,  of  Phila- 
delphia, particularly  for  the  examination  of  steamers  for  General 
McClellan's  expedition.  He,  I  am  informed,  has  built  more  steamers 
than  any  man  in  this  country,  and  from  his  early  youth  has  given 
his  attention  almost  exclusively  to  transportation  by  water.  I  believe 
no  steamer  which  he  examined  has  been  lost  or  met  with  any  serious 
accident  while  in  the  service  for  which  she  was  chartered.  These  are 
all  the  agencies,  if  these  can  be  termed  such,  which  occur  to  me. 

In  the  capacity  of  transportation  agent,  or  as  assistant  Secretary  of 
War,  it  has  not  been  expected  of  me  to  attend  to  the  ordinary  details 
of  the  quartermaster's  department  of  transportation.  My  chief  duties, 
in  this  connexion,  although  always  ready  to  attend  to  any  other  ser- 
vice required,  were :  1st,  immediately  after  the  riots  in  Baltimore; 
2d,  to  assist  General  Burnside's  expedition  to  North  Carolina,  but 
not  until  he  had  devoted  many  weeks  to  it ;  3d,  to  aid  in  charter- 
ing transports  for  General  McClellan's  expedition  to  Fort  Monroe,  in 
March,  1862;  4th,  to  expedite  the  embarcation  and  return  of  General 
McClellan's  army  in  August,  1862,  with  the  least  possible  delay, 
when  again  many  transports  were  chartered ;  6th,  to  promote  the 
speedy  departure  of  General  Bank's  recent  expedition  to  New  Orleans, 
in  which  1  was  not  engaged  till  about  ten  days  before  he  left,  and 
none  of  the  transports  were  chartered  by  me. 
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Report  of  Mr.  Tucker,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  to  Mr,  Stanton,  Secretary 
of  War,  relative  to  the  McClcllan  expedition. 

War  Departmbnt, 
Washington  City,  D,  C„  April  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  beg  permission  to  make  the  following  report  relative  to  the  transpor- 
tation of  troops,  horses,  wagons,  batteries,  and  usual  equipments,  recently  shipped 
at  this  city,  Alexandria  and  Perryville. 

I  was  called  to  Washington  by  telegraph  on  the  17th  January  last  by  Assist- 
ant Secretary  of  War  Thomas  A.  Scott.  I  was  informed  that  Major  General 
McClellan  wished  to  see  me.  From  him  I  learned  that  he  desired  to  know  if 
transportation  in  smooth  water  could  be  obtained  to  move  at  one  time,  for  a 
short  distance,  (from  Annapolis  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rappahannock  river,)  about 
50,000  troops,  10,000  horses,  1,000  wagons,  13  batteries  and  the  usual  equip- 
ment of  8uch  an  army.  He  frankly  stated  to  me  that  he  had  always  supposed 
such  a  movement  entirely  feasible  until  two  experienced  quartermasters  had  re- 
cently reported  it  impracticable  in  their  judgment.  A  few  days  afterwards  I 
reported  to  General  McOlellan  that  I* was  entirely  confident  the  transports  could 
be  commanded,  and  stated  the  mode  by  which  his  object  could  be  accomplished. 
A  week  or  more  afterwards  I  had  the  honor  of  an  interview  with  the  President 
and  General  McClellan,  when  the  subject  was  further  discussed,  and  especially 
as  to  the  time  required.  I  expressed  the  opinion  that  as  the  movement  of  the 
horses  and  wagons  would  have  to  be  made  chiefly  by  schooners  and  barget; ; 
that  as  each  schooner  would  have  to  be  properly  fitted  for  the  protection  of  the 
horses,  furnished  with  a  supply  of  water  and  forage,  and  also  each  transport  for 
the  troops  provided  with  water,  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  assume  that  such 
an  expedition  could  start  within  thirty  days  from  the  time  the  order  was  given. 
The  President  and  General  McClellan  both  urgently  stated  the  vast  importance 
of  an  earlier  movement.  I  replied  that  if  favorable  winds  prevailed,  and  there 
was  great  despatch  in  loading,  the  time  might  be  materially  diminished. 

On  the  14th  February  you  advertised  for  transports  of  various  descriptions, 
inviting  bids.  On  the  27th  February  I  was  informed  that  the  proposed  move- 
ment by  water  was  decided  upon.  That  evening  the  quartermaster  general  was 
informed  of  the  decision.  Directions  were  given  to  secure  the  transportation, 
and  my  assistance  was  tendered.  He  promptly  detailed  to  this  duty  two  most 
efficient  assistants  in  his  department.  Colonel  Hufus  Ingalls  was  stationed  at 
Annapolis,  where  it  was  then  proposed  to  embark  the  troops,  and  Captain  Henry 
C.  Hodges  was  directed  to  meet  me  in  Philadelphia,  to  attend  to  chartering  the 
vessels.  With  these  arrangements  I  left  Washington  on  the  28th  February. 
Aware  that  the  movement  of  horses  and  wagons  would  be  the  chief  cause  of 
delay,  I  had  previously  corresponded  with  Mr.  M.  S.  Buckley,  superintendent 
of  the  Philadelphia  and  Eeading  Railroad  Company,  at  Port  Richmond,  with 
whom  I  had  been  officially  connected  for  twelve  years,  to  ascertain  how  many 
schooners  and  barges  could  be  at  once  commanded.  I  telegraphed  him  to  meet 
me  on  my  arrival.  I  knew  that  I  could  rely  on  his  good  judgment,  energy,  and 
strict  integrity  to  serve  the  government  and  myself  without  compensation  or 
profit,  direct  or  indirect.  He,  under  me,  had  been  daily  familiar  with  a  business 
requiring  transportation  by  water,  which  for  many  years  had  exceeded  the  en- 
tire foreign  tonnage  of  the  port  of  New  York.  I  requested  Mr.  Buckley  not 
only  to  give  full  notice  to  all  vessels  at  his  depot  that  the  government  required 
such  transports,  but  to  oblige  me  personally  by  visiting  the  wharves  in  Phila- 
delphia generally,  and  especially  those  of  the  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company, 
to  inform  the  owners  and  captains  of  schooners  and  barges  that  the  government 
desired  to  charter  them.  After  remaining  two  days  in  Philadelphia,  with  much 
satisfaction  in  our  progress.  Captain  Hodges  and  myself  went  to  New  York. 
All  parties  who  offered  suitable  transports  in  reply  to  your  advertisement  had 
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been  requested  to  meet  me.  With  few  exceptions,  such  vessels  were  taken,  and 
generally  at  a  reduction  from  the  bids.  These,  however,  were  by  no  means 
BuflScient.  As  much  publicity  as  poes'ible  was  given,  without  further  resort  to 
the  newspapers,  that  the  government  was  in  the  market  to  charter  vessels.  In 
fact,  with  your  advertisement  and  our  action,  it  was  notorious.  Every  owner 
of  a  vessel  had  the  opportunity  to  deal  directly  with  the  representatives  of  the 
department.  It  was  publicly  avowed  that  the  government  preferred  this  course. 
When,  however,  a  transport  was  offered,  I  did  not  stop  to  ask  the  party  whether 
he  was  the  sole  owner,  part  owner,  or  merely  represented  the  owners.  Time 
being  such  an  important  element,  it  was  enough  for  me  to  know  (or  I  thought 
it  was)  that  the  party  had  proper  authority  to  charter,  that  the  vessel  was  suit- 
able, and  offered  at  the  fair  current  price.  To  have  refused  suitable  vessels  till 
I  could  have  ascertained  who  were  the  owners,  or  because  they  preferred  to 
send  an  agent  or  even  pay  a  ship-broker,  might  have  taken  weeks,  instead  of 
days,  to  have  secured  the  requirea  tonnage,  and  also  greatly  increased  the  cost, 
by  having  a  part  of  the  fleet  under  charter  waiting  for  the  balance.  I  am  induced 
to  make  these  remarks  in  consequence  of  the  objections  which  I  have  recently 
heard  urged  against  the  interference  of  agents  or  ship-brokers.  It  may  not  be 
ftdly  understood  that  in  all  great  maritime  cities  negotiations  for  the  sale,  char- 
ter, and  freighting  of  vessels  are  carried  on,  to  a  considerable  extent  at  least, 
through  ship-brokers — a  business  class  as  firmly  established  as  stock,  land, 
money,  or  merchandise- brokers.  In  New  York  they  are  well  known  as  a  class 
comprising  many  men  of  integrity  and  intelligence,  whose  services  are  not  ignored 
by  ship-owners.  In  France,  Belgium,  Prussia,  and  many  other  places,  the 
charges  for  their  services  are  regulated  by  a  legalized  tariff,  from  which  the 
broker  is  not  allowed  to  deviate.  In  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  he  is 
paid  a  commission,  which,  in  the  absence  of  a  special  agreement  with  the  owner 
for  whom  he  is  acting,  is  regulated  by  custom  and  sanction  of  local  chambers 
of  commerce,  boards  of  trade,  &c. 

In  the  case  under  consideration,  however,  no  application  was  made  to  ship- 
brokers,  no  commission  tendered  or  asked,  and  no  preferences  shown.  The 
wants  of  the  government  were  made  public.  Every  party  interested  had  the 
opportunity  of  direct  negotiation.  The  business  was  conducted  with  entire  fair- 
ness to  the  owners  of  vessels,  and  with  fidelity  to  the  government.  I  beg  to 
hand  herewith  a  statement,  prepared  by  Captain  Hodges,  of  the  vessels  char- 
tered, which  exhibits  the  prices  paid  and  the  parties  with  whom  the  contracts 
were  made.     From  this  it  is  shown  there  were  engaged : 

113  steamers,  at  an  average  price  per  day  of $218  10 

188  schooners,  at  an  average  price  per  day  of 24  45 

88  barges,  at  an  average  price  per  day  of 14  27 

In  thirty-seven  days  from  the  time  I  received  the  order  in  Washington  (and 
most  of  it  was  accomplished  within  thirty  days)  these  vessels  were  laden  at 
Perryville,  Alexandria,  and  Washington,  (the  place  of  embarking  the  troops 
having  been  changed  after  all  the  transports  had  sailed,  which  caused  confusion 
and  delay,)  with  121,500  men,  14,592  animals,  1,150  wagons,  44  batteries,  be- 
sides pontoon  bridges,  ambulances,  telegraph  materials,  and  the  immense  quan- 
tity of  equipage,  &c,,  required  for  an  army  of  such  magnitude.  The  only  loss 
of  which  I  have  heard  (and  I  am  confident  there  is  no  other)  is  eight  mules  and 
nine  barges,  which  latter  went  ashore  in  a  gale  within  a  few  miles  of  Fort 
Monroe,  tho  cargoes  being  saved.  With  this  trifling  exception,  not  the  slightest 
accident  has  occurred,  to  my  knowledge. 

I  respectfully  but  confidently  submit  that,  for  economy  and  celerity  of  move- 
ment, this  expedition  is  without  parallel. 

I  remaia,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  TUCKER,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War^ 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War.  ^.y, ,... uy  ^^OOglC 
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TESTIMONY. 


[Liste  furnished  by  Mr.  John  Tncker.] 

A. 

STEAMERS,    SIDE-WHEEL. 


No. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
U 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 

46 
47 

48 
48J 
49 
60 


Name. 


Cecil 

rohimbia 

Kent 

Pioneer 

Lioness,  (with  barge)....... 

Port-mouth  ,....._........ 

Ricific,  (tug) 

Georgia 

W.  Small 

Juniata..... 

Atlantic  (tu^)  ............. 

Pendulum,  (tug).... 

Ariel 

J.  A.  Warner 

Willie  Baker 

Emperor 

Argo 

Kennebec .. 

Masuacbusctts 

May  Queen 

West  End,  (S.  W.) 

J   W.  Lewis 

Nantucket 

Commtxlore  Vanderbilt 

Commodore 

Achilles,  (tug) 

T  B  Arrowsmith 

SUteof  Maine 

('annonicus 

Saturn 

Nofihoa 

Mystic 

North  America...... 

Cat«kUl 

Hero..... ... .... 

Champion,  or  Edward  Lewis. 

Flushing 

Herald,  (tug) 

Jno.  Farrar.... 

Bushwlck 

Jenny  Lind.... 

Knickerbocker...... ....... 

Jno.  Brooks.... 

Elm'  ity, (one charter-party) 
South  America,  (one  charter- 
party) 

Donelson......  ••..••  ••.... 

Daniel  Webster 

T   F.  Secor 

Wash.  Hunt 

W.  W.  Frazer 

Rockland 


Date. 


1862. 
Feb      22 
Feb.     25 
Feb.     26 
...do.... 


.do 

-do.... 
-do... 


.do.... 
.do... 
.do.... 


Feb.     27 

do.... 

March    1 
do 

....do.... 
...do.... 


...do.... 
March  3 
....do.... 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


March  4 
..-.do.... 
....do.,.. 


-.do.... 
.-do.... 
..do.... 
..do.... 


...do., 
March 
....do. 


....do... 
..-.do... 
.-..do... 


...do... 
...do... 
...do... 


.do... 
.do... 
.do... 


March    6 
do 

..-.do.... 


.-..do.... 
...do.-. 

do.... 

do 

-.do.... 
March  7 
...do-.. 


Who  signed  charier. 


N.  T.  Rice 

A.  C.  Hall 

Samuel  S.  Pentz. 
do 


W.H.Bolton 

J.  Tome,  president. 
do 


M.  N.  Falls,  president 

M.  C.  Smith 

J.  Tome,  president 

J.  M.  Flannagan,  president.... 
......do...... ......  do.... • .. 

G.  H   Huddell 

J  P.  Wetherill 

Chas.  Spear,  assent 

E.  A.  Souder&Co 

McKay  &  Alderv .... 

Jas.  T  Sanford 

A.  J.  Richardson 

Jo.  T.  Marten 

Henry  A.  Sayre 

W  GoodHch 

Davis  Chapin,  agent 

D.  Drew,  president 

do 

Russel  Sturges 

S  Tabor,  pre.-ident 

Wm.  Bt-rden,  agent B.S.S  B.  Co. 
do do 


Rate  per 
diem. 


P.  Hammond  &  Co. 

C.  T.  Taylor  &  Geo.  W.  Wilber.. 

Gorham  T.  Low,  agent 

J.  W.  Hancox 

Isaac  Pruyn,  secretaiy 

J.  W.  Hancox 

L.  Roret  Hancox  ........... 

Fr.  Konig,  treasurer 

Thom.  Conncll..... 

Daniel  D.  Leary .- 

Jas.  Wilson 

R.  A.  Morgan 

D.  Drew,  president ......  ... 

Fitch  Smith,  president ...... 

Richard  Peck,  agent 


do 

A   B.  Hendricks...... 

JohnT.  Wright 

S.  Sturtevant 

Q   M.  Thome 

E.  A.  Souder  &  Co.,  agents.... 
C.  Spear,  ogont 

Google 
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Kiune. 


Date. 


Who  signed  charter. 


Rate  per 
diem. 


Illinois,  (tng) 

A^nes 

Daniel  Webster. ..•••..... 

Tamirand 

Maryland 

Croton - 

Long  Branch 

,  or  W.  Kent 

Tonng  America,  (tug)..... 

Golden  Gate.... 

Patapsco,  (tug)  ........... 


1862. 
March    7 
do 

March  8 
,...do.... 
.-..do.-.. 


....do.-. 
...do.... 

do-.-. 

March  10 
March  11 
March  14 


Jas.  J.  Swaine...... ... 

Jos  Grinnell,  agent  .. 

Albert  Wood , 

S.  W.  &  W.  A.Toney,. 
Stephens,  Condit  &  Co., 

Jas  A.  Dumont , 

Geo   H.  Pierre  ....... 

Waller,  Bredt&Co..., 
W.  Ward,  attorney..., 
S  C.  O^?good,  agen  t . . . . 

A.  C.  Hall 


Total. 


$200 
176 
600 


200 
215 
325 
700 

60 
150 

85 

18,700 


STEAMERS,    PROPELLER    AND    STERN-WHEEL. 


Salvor 

Joe.  8.  Green 

Clyde,  (steam-tug) ........ 

Philadelphia,  (freight  boat) . 

Alida  (freight  boat) 

F.  Garner,  (freight  boat)... 
Concord,  (freight  boat)  .... 

Novelty,  (freight  boat) 

Sarah,  (freight  boat) 

Tacony ,  (freight  boat) 

Baltimore 

Edwin  Forrest,  (tug)...... 

Fairy  Queen,  (tug) -.- 

Haswell 

Reindeer,  (stern-wheel)..-. 
Volunteer...... ....... ... 

Delaware,  (freight  boat)  ... 
Trenton,  (freight  boat).... 

D.  8.  Stetson,  (tag) 

America,  (tug).... 

Diamond  State. .•••••..... 

J.  F.  Star,  (tug) 

Shetucket,(one  charter-party) 
Decatur,  (one  charter-party) 
Chas.  Osgood,  (one  charter- 

T»rty) 

Touley 

Wissahickon...... 

Parthenia  ......  ...... . .... 

Curlew...... , 

Rotary.... ....... 

Rover,  (tug)......- 

H.  J.  Binney,  (tug)  

Thames.... 

A.  H.  Bowman 

J.B.Thompson,  (freight  boat) 

Farmer,  (freight  boat) 

Elisabeth,  (freight  boat)... 


1862. 
Feb.     25 
Feb.     26 
....do-... 


.do... 
.do... 
.do... 


...do.- 
...do-- 
...do.. 


,...do.- 
...do.. 
...do.. 
...do.. 


...do.... 
Feb  27 
—.do... 


...do.-.. 
...do.... 
Feb.  28 
March    1 

do 

March    3 

do 

...do.... 


.-..do.... 

do 

March    4 
...do.... 


...do.... 
....do.... 
...do.-.. 


March    5 

.-..do 

.-.do.... 


March 
....do. 
..-.do. 


Thos.  Clyde. 

..^.do 

....do 


...do. 

do. 

...do. 


W.  M.  Baird.  jr. 
...do...... .... 

...do 


.do. 


Friend,  Ricketts  &  Co  . 

A.  C.  Hall 

..-.do 


..-.do 

Caleb  S.  Wright, 
.-..do 


J.  M.  Flannagan 

.-..do 

John  Rassell 

John  R.  Penrose,  agent. 
Anthony  lleybold. ..... 

Jacob  Miller 

Horace  Whittaker 

....do 


...do 

John  B.  Wood 

Caleb  8.  Wright 

Evelyn  White 

J.  &  H.  Smith  &  Co 

Barstow  k  Pope 

E.  A.  Souder  &  Co.,  agents... 

J.  M.  Flannagan.. 

M.  M.  Comstock 

A.  M.  Clark 

A.  Groves,  agent 

....do 


$350 

200 

75 

125 

110 

110 

125 

120 

120 

125 

250 

40 

40 

40 

60 

60 

115 

115 

45 

225 

125 

65 

150 

160 

150 

75 

60 

130 

250 

85 

50 

120 

300 

175 

100 

100 


-do. 
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No. 


38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
46 
46 
47 
48 
49 
60 
61 


Name. 


R.  Willing,  (freight  boat). 

Mat.  White,  (tug) 

Eureka,  (freight  boat) .... 
Putnam,  (freight  boat).... 

Qunobog 

Kranklin,  (freight  boat)  .. 
Artisan,  (freight  boat).... 

Octorora 

Rescue,  (tug) 

J.  M.  Pnsey,  (tug) 

Pilot,  stearn ,  (tug) .  . 

May  Queen,  (tug) 

Ajax,  (tug) 

BrewertOQ. ............ .. 


Dat^ 


1862. 

March  6 
....do.... 
do.... 

...do.... 


...do..., 
March  7 
.-.do.-.. 


.—do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
...do.... 
March  11 
March  13 
March  14 


Who  signed  charter. 


A.  Groves,  agent . 
Michael  Modj.... 
J.  M.  Flannagan., 
....do 


Horace  Whittaker 
A.  Groves,  agent .. 
....do 


.-.do , 

Q  M.  Thome 

R.  A.  Knight 

A  C.  Hall 

McKay  &  Alders 

John  Henderson,  jr,  .... 

John  Lee  Chapman,  «e 

mayor  of  Baltimore... 


Rate  per 
diem. 


$140 

60 

115 

150 

ISO 

100 

100 

140 

60 

50 

50 

60 

70 

65 


BARGES. 


8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
26 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 


Morrii)  Dalton. ...... 

Captain  J.  McKnight. 


Huron . 


Pride  of  the  West . 

W.F.Moody 

B.D.Cullen 


Lindemgle  , 


John  Wumpenny. 

Equal  Rights 

W.G.Hunt 

•^Katie  Sailor 

Captain  P.  8.  Boos. 

Olive  Branch 

F  Dutchman..... 
Samuel  Davis..... 

Lady 

N.  Dahlman...... 

William 

Thomas  Mallory... 
Hen  ry  Bartley . . .  - 
California  ........ 

Taconey  

Monterey  ........ 

Palo  Alto 

San  Gabriel 

Buena  Vista 

Constitution...... 

Ann  Elisabeth.... 

Jo  Alexander 

S.  F.  Prince 

St.  Nicholas 

L.  P.  Gardiner.. ... 


1862. 
Feb.     24 

do 


.do. 


....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.-. 


.do. 


....do.... 
Feb.  25 
Feb.     26 

do.... 

....do.... 


.do. 
.do- 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


....do.-.. 
....do-.. 
Feb.  27 
....do.-.. 


.do. 
-do. 
.do. 


....do.... 
.-.do.—. 

do.... 

....do.... 
....do.... 
March  1 
....do.-. 


P.  Bohanan. ......... 

hit 

Thomas  X  Cann 

mark, 
bit 
James  M.  X  Michael, 
mark. 

P.  Chreton 

John  Drew. ..•••-... 

G.Snyder 

bit 

Jacob  X  Stewart 

mark. 

J.L.Lyle 

L.  Moser...... .. 

Thomas  Clyde. ....... 

A.C.Hall 

do 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do , 

S.  Flanoagen,  agent  . 
do , 


do , 

do 

do 

do 

E.B.Ely 

James  HoUiday........ 

Ed.  Ralston 

Thomas  Beatty 

Silliman,  Mathews  &  Co . 


.do. 


digitized  by 


Google 


$10  00 
10  00 

10  00 

10  00 
10  00 
10  00 

10  00 

10  00 
10  00 
31  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
22  60 
22  50 
22  50 
22  50 
22  60 
22  50 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
60  00 
40  00 
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No. 

Name. 

Date. 

Who  signed  charter. 

Rate  per 
diem. 

83 

UdIod. ....•-. ............ 

1862. 
Bfarch    3 
..-.do... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
do 

A.  C.  Hall 

$10  00 
10  00 

84 

aCreig 

Supply 

M.Dufry 

Western  State 

P.Clinton 

do 

86 

do 

10  00 

36 

do 

10  00 

37 
88 

do 

do 

10  00 
10  00 

39 
40 

B.  Mountain 

Four  Brothers 

Flora  Louisa.  .••• 

T.Lee 

J.  R.  Thomas 

Commodore  Stockton 

Warrior 

Samuel  Vaughan 

Robert  and  Elizabeth 

Superior  .................. 

--..do 

....do.... 
....do.... 
.-..do.... 
....do.... 

March    5 
....do.... 

....do 

....do..-. 

March    6 
....do.... 
....do.... 
.-.do.-. 

-...do 

....do.... 
do 

do 

W.  Lockridge  &  Co 

10  00 
10  00 

41 

... do  .................. 

10  00 

42 

B.  Erkest 

10  00 

43 

L.  McDaniel 

10  00 

44 

G.A.Tinbill 

10  00 

45 

R.  W.  McClellan 

10  00 

46 

do 

10  00 

47 

do 

10  00 

48 

W.  W.  Kinney 

Johnston  &  Falls....... .... 

40  00 

49 

Wall  Kill 

John  C.  Davis 

James  Deary 

John  S.  Richards 

Louisa  Tucker - 

P.  Halligan 

40  00 

50 

G.A  Tinbill 

10  00 

61 

P.Helferty 

10  00 

62 

David  Miller 

10  00 

63 

G.A.Tinbill 

10  00 

64 

do 

10  00 

65 

Excel 

Benjamin  Franklin 

N.K  Edmonds 

Alleghany 

Anglica.... 

....do.... 

do.... 

March    7 
...-do.-.. 
do 

R.T.CahilI 

15  00 

551 

56 

57 

D.  McCarthey,  agent 

Silliman,  Mathews  &  Co 

Thoman  Gorman. ... ....  -... 

20  00 
50  00 
10  00 

68 

Daniel  Karcher  ......  .     . 

10  00 

69 

George  McClannan .... 

March    8 

Feb.     24 

....do.-.. 
....do.-.. 
do..-. 

Feb.     25 
do 

Feb.     26 

Feb.     28 
....do.... 

March    3 
....do.... 
....do.... 
do  ... 

R.  W.  McClellan 

10  00 

60 

United  States 

his 
James  y  Kinkead 

10  00 

61 

John  Bensman..— 

Louts  Royer.. 

D.F.Brown 

H.  A.  Gets 

mark. 
John  Boyle............ .... 

10  00 

62 

M.EwiDg 

10  00 

63 

M.  Hope 

10  00 

.64 

S.  L  Lyle. ......  -  ..... 

10  00 

65 

Industry 

Captain  Crayton.... 

W.Maffitt 

10  00 

66 

Thomas  Morrow  ••....  •.... 

10  00 

67 

Plough  Boy 

ThrimjiA  R^rman ............ 

10  00 

68 
69 

Sarah  Glovina 

Jane  Preston.............. 

S.  Munshover 

John  Yeager . .............. 

10  00 
10  00 

70 

Yankee  Doodle 

James  Buchanan..-. 

M.  L.  Dawson 

W.  Lockridge  &  Co 

10  00 

71 

Benjamin  Eckert 

10  00 

72 

A.  C,  Hall 

10  00 

73 

Charles  Miller 

-...do-... 

do 

10  00 

74 

Dr.  Shannon.............. 

..  ..  do 

10  00 

76 

Owen  Gorman  ............ 

do 

do 

10  00 

76 
77 

F.CZulick 

Mary  Ann................. 

.-..do.... 
do  .. 

do 

do 

10  00 
10  00 

78 

Pat.Naulty 

Catharine  Hayes 

N.T.  Anderson 

n.  Ruiph^  (iite^vm). 

....do-..- 
do 

....do-... 
March    4 
March    7 
March    8 

....do.... 

do 

10  00 

79 

do 

10  00 

80 

do 

10  00 

81 

Thomas  P.  Teft... 

45  00 

82 

Delaware ^ 

Princetown...... ...... .... 

W.H.Bolton 

70  00 

83 

A.C.Hall 

10  00 

84 

Metropolis......... ........ 

do 

10  00 

85 

Lone  Star 

March  11 

do.... 

March  12 

J.  Eki wards     .. 

10  00 

86 

Perseveranoe 

Helen  Brown  .............. 

D.  R.  Urner 

10  00 

87 

A.  C.  Hall 

10  00 

'^^**^ rn.-.rT.-T.-.r(^ 

88 

1,256  00 
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TESTIMONY. 
A.— SCHOONERS. 


No. 


Name. 


1  Red  Eagle 

2  E.  W.  Benton 

3  Saratoga 

4  Ljdia  Ann...... . 

6  Sawaset......  ..... 

6  W.P.Philipa 

7  Carpian 

8  Benjamin  Butler 

9  Julia  Ford 

10  Ellen 

11  U.  L.Mershon 

12  Ada  Ames 

13  D.  M.  French 

14  laleof  Pine 

15  KFrink 

16  J.Clark 

17  Eliza  Williams 

18  Frances  Edwards 

19  Lucy  C.Sharp 

20  Daniel  Malony,  (brig) 

21  B.Boifl 

22  Sarah  J.  Bright 

23  Charles  A.  Grelner 

24  But-na  Vista 

25  Z.  Stratton 

26  John  McAdam 

27  Com  modore  Kearney  ....... 

28  Knight 

29  Grace  Girdle 

30  W.L.  Dayton 

31  David  Smith ....•.••.. 

32  J.C.  Runnyon 

33  G.C.  Moriis    

34  Challenge 

35  Louisa.. •...•.....• .... 

36  May  Flower 

37  John  Freeman,  (brig) 

38  J.W.  Drisko 

39  Louisville 

40  George  S.  Fogg 

41  Ann  Caroline ••.•.... 

42  Alice 

43  George  Edward 

'%  xVnODCC • . . . .  .  ...•••  ....  .... 

46  John  B.  Austin • 

46  Susan  Duncan,  (brig) 

47  L.C.  Watts 

48  Manhassett.... 

49  Mist 

60  Ocean  Bird 

6 1  Isabella  Jewett,  (brig) ...... 

62  James  Brophy  ...•••....... 

63  R.  M.Demil 

64  Ellen  Middleton 

65  Donna  Aun 

66  Jamestown  ............... 

67  R.G  Welden 

67i  D.E.  Sawyer 


Date. 


1862, 
Feb.     26 
.--.do-... 


Feb.  26 
.-..do..-. 
—do.... 


...do-- 
...do.. 
...do- 


Feb  27 
.-.-do.... 
...do.-.. 


...do.-.. 
Feb.  28 
...do.-. 


.do. 
.do- 
.do. 


...do.... 
...do.-. 

...do 

— do— . 
...do.... 
...do.... 

— do 

...do..-. 


do... 

...do... 
...do... 


...do.... 
...do.... 
...do.... 
...do.... 


do.- 

March 
.--.do.. 


-do- 
.do. 
..do. 
-do. 


-do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do- 
.do. 
.do. 
-do- 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
do. 
.do. 
.do- 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
-do. 


Who  signed  charter. 


A.C.Hall 

do 

do 

do 

do 

".-iiido  riiirriiiiii-i 

do 

J.  A.  Payne 

A.  C.  Hall 

Charles  Allen 

A.  C.Hall 

Thomas  H.  Stiles 

A.C.Hall 

Daniel  English 

R.  A.  Skull 

W.H.  Taylor 

John  Babcock 

David  McElvin 

A.  Steelman 

F.C.  Bois 

Lafayette  Smith 

Samuel  K  Young 

Lewis  Horton 

J.  Steelman 

David  Pierson 

S.  W.  Lewis,  agent 

do 

do 

A.  C.  Hall 

F.Williams 

John  Matthias. ..... .... . 

William  Arbis 

W.H.  Knight 

Benjamin  Hallock .... 

John  Henderson......... 

Freeman  Crowell,  3d 

J.  S.  Emory,  agent 

Benjamin  P.  Sears 

B.  S,  Wright  &  Co.,  agents... 

Alexander  Bacon....... 

Merrill  &  Abbott 

John  May.... ... 

T.  M.  Mayhew 

John  May 

8.  S.  Mitchell 

James  C.  Rickecson,  agent.. 

H.S.  Ward 

Merrill  &  Abbott 

George  B.  Hull 

Joseph  B.  Reed 

Seth  C.  Midlen 

Charles  Hendrickson ....... 

Cabel  Sipple 

Stephen  Ellis 

D.  Latometto,  jr  --' .... 

Jno.  Neal. ...... ...•••..- 

S.P.  Plerson 

i^iyitized 


Bate  per 
month. 


'by'GODgl^' 


$1,000  00 
732  00 
676  00 
648  00 
772  00 
792  00 
660  00 
736  00 
747  60 
664  00 
916  00 
984  00 
802  75 
796  00 
662  26 
776  75 
643  60 
838  60 
890  60 
864  60 
893  76 
676  00 
682  60 
614  26 
458  25 

1,052  00 
692  00 
656  00 
904  00 
640  00 
684  60 
626  60 
900  26 
656  00 
740  00 
692  00 

1,199  68 
788  00 

1,048  00 
6C0  00 
660  00 
736  00 
844  00 
632  00 
920  00 
612  00 
700  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 
636  00 
792  00 
552  00 

1,372  00 
868  00 
592  00 

1,000  00 
962  00 
193  48 
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Name. 


Belle  R.  Hull 

B.F.  Reeves 

EllaG.  Fogg 

I  N.  Baker 

Mahlon  Betta 

Ephraim  &  Ann 

W.  H.  Dennis 

R.  G.  Porter 

Paogasctt .. ...... 

George  Wanhington 

Reuben  Knight .. 

Maria  Jane  ... .... 

A.  J.  Bird 

Sarah  Wooster,  (brig) 

Marshall  Pevier . .... 

Martha  Jane 

Handy,  (brig) 

Julia  Maine ....... 

Crawford,  (brig) . ... 

Mary  Lowell ...... .. 

T.  Raymond .... 

E.  P.  Sweet,  (brig) 

Capella,  (brig)-.. 

E«tella 

B.N.  Fox 

Mary  land ...'. 

Hannah  Warwick.... 

Jonathan  May  ............ 

Cicero.................... 

Empire ... 

N.P.Cox 

Sarah  Mioge 

John  C.  "Henry 

R*)xbury 

W.  Phillips 

Julia  Baker. 

Josephine 

D  C.  Higgins 

Tankee  Blade....... ... 

Satillo 

George  W.  Whisteler 

Empire .. 

Arctic . 

D.S.  Miller 

J.  Predmore  ......... 

D.H.Bills 

Rockingham  .... .... 

G.R.  Dixon 

Mary  Ella 

Hyena  .... 

Eugene  ..... .. 

^itar 

Village  Gem 

J.  M.  Taylor 

J.  B.  Didkinson  ... .... 

Beulah 

S.  A.  Appleton. ... .. 


Date. 


1862. 
March    1 
...do,.-. 


.do., 
.do., 
.do.. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


...do.... 

...do 

...do 

... do ... . 
...do.... 


March 
,...do- 
...do. 


.do. 
.do. 
-do. 


..do... 
..do... 
..do... 
..do... 
..do... 


...do.-.. 
— do-.., 
...do.... 


-do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do- 
.do. 


March  4 
March  3 
March  4 
...do.... 


.do.- 
.do.- 
.do- 
.do.. 
.do.. 


-do. 
.do. 
.do. 


-do. 
-do- 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do- 


-do. 
-do. 
.do. 


.do.- 
.do.. 
.do-". 


Who  signed  charter. 


'  Jo  Holmes .......... 

Geo.  W.  Carman 

B.  8.  Wright  &  Co.,  agents. . 
J.  H  Henderson.. 

C.  H.Vaughan 

G.  8.  Dole 

A.Lake 

Enoch  Smith 

Jos.  Waples .-. 

A  Steelman 

J.  Endicntt-.... 

A.  C.Hall 

do 

Benjamin  Lord ... . 

J.  S.  Emory,  agent 

Kilham  &  Son,  agents 

Eli  Handy 

Cbas.  E.  Prenton  .......... 

Joub  Small ... 

T.J.  Johnson...... 

Geo.  A.  May...... . 

Samuel  Freeman 

Jno.  Ace ..... 

F.  N.  Van  Brunt 

J.S.  Brown 

James  Bishop  &  Co 

Jno.  Sbrapshine. .......... 

J.M.Cobb 

Jno.  Burrows .... 

Lewis  Barrett 

W.Houck 

J.N.  Weaver 

Clinton  Sore 

S.  W.Lewis,  agent , 

A.C.Hall 

Frances  Lewis 

Thro.  Waterbury 

Chas  Matthews... 

Wilson  Combs .- , 

S.  W.Lewis,  agent 

John  Parker , 

Leander  Kenny,  agent...., 

Merrill  &  Abbott 

JohnCreeby 

E.L.CramneT. .......... .. 

Forster  Brown.. 

J.  S.  Emory  &  Co.,  agents.. 

Jno.  Wilm  .- 

John  S.  Emory,  agent , 

Thop.  Clark 

J.H.Hally 

Gilford  Crowell 

PruiaBearse ........ 

John  Parn ...... — 

John  L.Smith 

Jno.  Hanson...... 

Geo.  A.Teque 

Digitized  by 


Rate  per 
month. 


$892  00 
664  00 
636  00 
910  00 
702  00 
8:^2  00 
669  50 
562  25 
793  00 
412  50 
708  50 
876  00 
716  00 
712  00 
980  00 
764  00 

1,027  20 
784  00 
768  00 
764  00 
980  00 

1,000  00 
576  00 
668  00 
596  00 

1,008  00 
435  50 

1,075  75 
458  25 
390  00 
562  25 
500  00 
648  00 
472  00 
832  00 
548  00 
440  00 
976  00 
680  00 
440  00 
732  00 
440  00 
904  00 
781  48 
662  48 
888  00 
844  00 
828  00 
756  00 
640  00 
648  00 
644  00 
592  00 
668  00 
474  50 
812  50 
.„    575  26 
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No. 

Name. 

Date. 

Who  signed  charter. 

Bate  per 
month. 

115 

Axle  Lord 

1862 
March    4 
March    6 
....do..-. 

-.-.do 

do 

....do--.. 

A.  C.  Hall 

$840  00 
1,040  00 

116 

Moonlight 

do 

117 

TitanU,  (brig) 

James  Holmes 

G.  DumneL  jr 

Nimrod 

Oneida 

B.  B.  Shuckford 

998  65 

118 

F.  B.  Holmes  .............. 

884  00 

119 

E.  H.  Chambers ............ 

696  00 

120 

W.  E.  Barnes ........... 

400  00 

121 

G.  B.  Smith 

600  00 

122 
123 

Almira  T 

Sarah  Lavinia 

J.S.Welden 

Northern  Light 

do 

do 

....do.-.. 
do.... 

Leander  Kinney,  agent 

B.  8.  Crammer 

636  00 
727  87 

124 

G.  Smith 

640  26 

126 

Joshua  Lake  .............. 

676  00 

126 

T.Lake 

Jo.  Porter 

EcMpse 

do 

....do.... 
do 

C.  Dougherty 

643  60 

127 

Washington  Yates 

662  26 

128 

A.C.  Hall 

960  00 

129 

Thorn.  Page 

Montezmua  ....  -.-...-.--. 

....do.... 
do 

do 

640  00 

130 

do 

648  00 

131 

Onlv  Dausrhter 

March    6 
...-do.... 

....do 

..-.do-... 
....do.... 
....do.... 

--..do 

do 

....do.... 
....do-... 
....do.— 

do 

do 

F.  W.  Falkenburgh 

1.209  (0 

132 

Mnrcus,  (brig)............. 

Henry  Remsea  ..... .... 

W.J.  Brayton 

Condor,  (brig)... 

Laura  Frances 

E.  W.  Gardiner 

Louis  Spanier 

Gazette 

North  Puciflc 

Charmer 

Allston 

Tan^^ier    ........ 

Ch.  E.  Crocker...... .... .... 

692  00 

133 

W.T.KIots-.. 

428  00 

134 
135 
136 

Leander  Kenny,  agent 

Biett.  Son  &  Co  ,  agents 

S.  W.  Lewis 

892  00 
764  00 
668  00 

137 

C.  A.  Bdurne  .............. 

848  00 

138 

Enoch  Lewis  .............. 

784  00 

139 

C.  W.Bolt 

600  00 

1391 
140 

S.  Marcy....' 

709  16 

Owen  BearFC  .............. 

876  00 

141 

E.  B.  Sawyer.... ........... 

684  00 

142 

G.  W.Sawyer 

700  00 

143 

Ann  D 

J.  B.  Johnson 

Caroline  M.  Wilson 

John  Stoclcham 

Alida     

....do...- 
— .do.... 
....do.... 
....do—. 
...-do.... 

James  B.  Titus............. 

766  00 

144 

James  B.  Johnson  .......... 

766  00 

146 

Robert  Little 

471  26 

146 

A.  E.  Babcock .-.....-. 

661  26 

147 

A.  H.  Brown,  agent......... 

636  00 

148 

Samuel  Eddy 

Dewev   Atark^   ....     __   _- 

..--do--. 

March    7 

...-do-... 

do 

A.  C.Hall 

1, 104  00 

149 

C.  F.  H.  Menges 

964  00 

160 

Amofl  Fal  kenburgh  . 

Avon      -....•........••.. 

A.  G.  Wilbert 

940  00 

161 

James  Woodmansee 

N.  W.Lawson 

816  00 

152 

Caroline  Hall 

W.  P.  Williams 

Jo.  P.  Cake 

Mary  Frances 

Marten.  .................. 

do.... 

....do.... 

.-..do 

....do-.-. 
....do..-- 

688  00 

153 

S.S.  Bell 

608  00 

154 
155 
156 

Captain  N.  S.  Endicutt 

Richard  W.  Hallock 

W.B.  Fisher 

892  00 
400  00 
392  00 

157 

Sarah 

....do.... 

Geo.  H.  York 

644  00 

158 

Btlle 

Adele  Felicia 

JcHse  Williamson,  jr 

Hannah  Willets 

Sophia  Ann 

Isni  ella  Thompson.. ....... 

Willard  Saulsbnry 

Wi  liam  H.  Ruatan 

A.  R.  Wetmore      

-...do..-. 
....do-... 
....do.... 
....do-... 
....do-.. 
....do.... 
....do— 
...-do.... 
-...do.... 

Jos.  R.  Clarke 

696  00 

159 
160 

Leander  Kinney,  agent 

James  Winsmore... ........ 

572  00 
607  76 

161 

Chns.  Parson  .............. 

643  60 

162 

Ediren  Smith    ...-.-....-.. 

637  00 

163 

Stidwell  Corsen............ 

617  60 

164 

W.  H.  Hudson ..... 

659  76 

165 

A.C  Hall   

684  00 

166 

do 

916  00 

167 

Fair  Wind 

West  Wind. 

Snow  Flake. ..••••....•••. 

....do.... 
....do-... 

March    8 

.  do 

452  00 

168 
169 

do 

bis 

988  00 
718  25 

mark. 
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No. 


170 
171 
172 
173 
174 
176 
176 
177 
178 
179 
180 
181 
182 
183 
184 
186 
186 

188 


Name  of  veeael. 


Albert  Pharo... 

Carper  Heft 

Sarah  Louisa 

Henry  Finch... 

Jno.  Farmer 

Sea  Nymph 

Moderator 

AzaEldridge... 
M.C.  Dnrfree... 
Ida  Delia  Torra. 

M.  Capes 

Alliance. .•••.. 

Dwight 

New  Jersey .... 

Ernest 

Henrietta...... 

Maria  Pickup  . . 


Date. 


1862. 
March    8 
....do.... 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


....do.-.. 
March  10 
....do.-.. 


.-.do..., 
March  13 
March  14 


March  17 
March  18 
March  20 


Who  signed  charter. 


Samuel  Lippincott. 

John  M.  Shoe 

J.  Woodruff , 

A.C.Hall 

do 


.do, 
.do, 
.do. 


do 

Thomas  Morgan . 
M.  Yom  Mame. . 


J.W.Hill 

Luke  Yanaman 

Joseph  Thompson..... . 

Jno.  L.  Emory  &  Co.,  agents 
Moses  Baker. ......... 


Total. 


Bate  per 
month. 


$526  60 
422  50 
338  00 

1,120  00 
916  00 
768  00 
868  00 
608  00 

1,040  00 
760  00 
792  00 
460  00 
652  00 
888  00 
988  00 
848  00 
800  00 


137,923  16 


RECAPITULATION. 


No. 

Vessels. 

Rate  per  diem. 

Per  month,  at  30 
days  to  the  mo. 

188 

Srhooners,  at  an  aven^6  oo<*t  of^.. ............ 

$4,697  43} 

18)700  00 

6,946  00 

1,266  00 

$137,923  16 

62 
61 

88 

Side- wheel  steamers,  at  an  average  cost  of 

Propeller  and  stern-wheel  steamers,  ditto 

Barges,  at  an  average  cost  of......  ••.. .... .... 

661,000  00 

178,360  00 

37,680  00 

Total 

389 

30,498  48f 

914,953  16 

Rep.  Com.  84 
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Examination  of  Mr.  John  Tucker  j  continued  by  the  cJiairman. 

QueBtion.  Which  were  the  first  vessels  that  you  chartered,  or  that 
were  chartered  under  your  direction  ? 

Answer.  The  first  charters  I  made  were  at  the  time  of  the  riots  in 
Baltimore. 

Question.  Where  did  you  charter  them  ? 

Answer.  In  Philadelphia. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  them  directly  yourself,  or  some  one  else  ? 

Answer.  The  first  I  had  anything  to  do  with  were  under  charter; 
that  was  in  April,  1861. 

Question.  Those  that  you  chartered,  did  you  charter  directly  your- 
self? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  dealt  directly  with  the  owners,  in  reducing  the 
price. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  continue  at  that  time  to  act  for  the 
government  in  chartering  vessels  ? 

Answer.  More  or  less  until  I  was  made  Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 
and  since  that  time,  when  specially  requested. 

Question.  Were  the  vessels  enumerated  in  table,  marked  A^  at- 
tached to  your  testimony,  of  side- wheel  steamers,  chartered  by  you? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  assisted  by  Captain  Hodges. 

Question.  Where  were  they  mostly  chartered  ? 

Answer.  Mostly  in  New  York. 

Question.  Did  you  inspect  the  vessels  yourself? 

Answer.  I  did  not,  as  a  rule. 

Question.  Who  did  inspect  them  ? 

Answer.  Captain  Loper  inspected  more  than  any  one  else. 

Question.  Was  he  in  the  employment  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  In  what  capacity  was  he  acting  ? 

Answer.  He  was  attempting  to  oblige  me  and  the  government,  by 
giving  the  benefit  of  his  experience. 

Question.  You  chartered  them  upon  his  representation? 

Answer.  Allow  me  to  say,  sir,  the  Secretary  of  War  advertised 
for  vessels  that  were  wanted — vessels  of  all  descriptions.  Proposals 
were  made  to  the  War  Department.  Each  gentleman  who  made  pro- 
posals was  requested  to  meet  me  on  a  certain  day  in  New  York.  I 
then  had  his  vessels  examined,  generally  by  Mr.  Loper  and  the  owner, 
returned  the  next  or  following  day  to  make  his  bargain  with  me  or 
Captain  Hodges.     That  was  the  way  in  which  it  was  done. 

Question.  Captain  Loper  went  with  you  to  New  York? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  inspected  the  vessels  for  you? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  knew  nothing  of  the  character,  dimensions,  &c.,  of 
the  vessels,  except  according  to  the  representations  he  made  to  you? 

Answer.  I  was  familiar  with  a  great  many  of  the  vessels  myself. 

Question.  But  such  as  you  did  not  know  you  chartered  upon  his 
recommendation  ? 
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Answer.  Upon  the  offer  of  the  owners  to  the  War  Department, 
and  then  his  inspection. 

Question.  I  see  here  the  Cecil  chartered  on  the  22d  of  February; 
where  was  she  chartered  ? 

Answer.  The  Cecil  was  chartered  in  Philadelphia,  hut  is  a  Balti- 
more vessel. 

Question.  Did  you  know  her? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Upon  whose  recommendation  did  you  charter  her? 

Answer.  Captain  Loper's.     He  had  examined  her. 

Question.  The  Columbia,  chartered  on  the  25th  of  February — do 
you  know  her  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  her  then;  but  that  was  obtained  in  the 
same  way. 

Question.  Upon  whose  representations  was  she  chartered — Captain 
Loper's  ? 

Answer.  The  owner,  or  the  representative  of  the  owner,  was  there, 
and  made  his  own  representations,  which  I  had. 

Question.  Who  was  the  owner  ? 

Answer.  Those  Baltimore  vessels  were  represented  by  A.  C.  Hall. 

Question.  You  took  her  upon  Hall's  recommendation  ? 

Answer.  That  and  Captain  Loper's  examination. 

Question.  You  took  her  solely  upon  their  representations? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  the  written  description  in  the  offer. 

Question.  The  Kent,  chartered  on  the  26th — did  you  know  any- 
thing of  her  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  she  was  taken  in  the  same  way.  There  are  a 
number  of  those  vessels. 

Question.  The  Pioneer  ? 

Answer.  The  same. 

Question.  The  Lioness  ? 

Answer.  The  same. 

Question.  The  Portsmouth  ? 

Answer.  The  Portsmouth,  I  think,  was  of  Philadelphia. 

Question.  Upon  whose  recommendation  did  you  charter  her  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  president  of  the  company  she  belonged  to 
came  to  see  me. 

Question.  Did  you  know  her  ? 

Answer.  I  had  seen  her;  still,  I  had  all  these  vessels  examined, 
when  I  was  not  well  acquainted  with  them. 

Question.  By  Captain  Loper? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Upon  his  recommendation  you  chartered  her  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  Pacific — ^tug  ? 

Answer.  She  is  also  a  Philadelphia  vessel,  I  think.  It  is  impos- 
fiible  for  me  to  tell  in  regard  to  all  these  vessels. 

Question.  You  had  somebody's  recommendation,  if  you  did  not 
know  them  yourself? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  always. 

Question.  The  Georgia?  r^^^^T^* 
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Answer.  I  think  she  was  a  Baltimore  vessel. 

Question.  Upon  whose  recommendation  was  she  chartered? 

Answer.  The  same. 

Question.  The  W.  Small  ? 

Answer.  I  think  she  is  the  same. 

Question.  You  mean  that  she  was  a  Baltimore  boat,  and  was 
chartered  upon  the  recommendation  of  Captain  Loper  ? 

Answer.  Upon  the  offer  of  the  owners  and  their  description  of  her, 
and  then  the  examination  of  Captain  Loper ;  and  Captain  Loper's 
recommendation,  that  the  description  was  right,  and  the  length  and 
character  of  the  vessel  suitable.  He  gave  me  a  description  of  the 
veseel,  her  size,  tonnage,  &c.     I  used  my  own  judgment. 

Question.  The  Atlantic? 

Answer.  She  is  a  Philadelphia  boat,  I  think. 

Question.  Upon  whose  recommendation  did  70U  charter  her  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Flanagan's,  I  think. 

Question.  He  is  the  party  who  made  the  charter? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect. 
<  Question.  Was  the  Pendulum  inspected  by  Captain  Loper  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  Ariel? 

Answer.  I  knew  all  about  her  myself. 

Question.  You  took  her  on  your  own  judgment? 

Answer.  Very  much. 

Question.  The  J.  A.  Warner? 

Answer.  The  same. 

Question.  The  Nellie  Baker  ? 

Answer.  I  relied  a  good  deal  upon  the  representations  of  E.  A. 
Sender  &  Co.  in  regard  to  her. 

Question.  Was  she  inspected  by  Captain  Loper  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  she  was.  I  think  she  was  a  Portland 
vessel. 

Question.  You  did  not  have  her  inspected  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  The  Emperor? 

Answer.  The  Emperor  was  taken  in  the  same  way — through  E.  A. 
Sender  &  Co. 

Question.  TheArgo? 

Answer.  I  forget  particularly  about  the  Argo;  I  think  she  came 
through  Sender  &  Co. 

Question.  The  Kennebec? 

Answer.  1  knew  all  about  the  Kennebec. 

Question.  You  took  her  on  your  own  knowledge  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  Massachusetts? 

Answer.  She  was  in  New  York. 

Question.  Who  inspected  her  ? 

Answer.  Captain  Loper,  I  presume. 

Question.  Did  Captain  Loper  report  the  Massachusetts  to  be  a  good 
vessel  ? 
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Answer.  He  or  some  one  else;  otherwise  she  would  not  have  been 
taken. 

Question.  She  was  sent  around  to  the  Potomac  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  from  there  to  Fort  Monroe. 

Question.  Is  the  Massachusetts  owned  by  A.  J.  Richardson? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  May  Queen  ? 

Answer.  J  do  not  remember  her  particularly. 

Question.  The  Joseph  A.  Martin? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  her. 

Question.  The  West  End? 

Answer.  She  is  a  small  boat,  I  do  not  remember  her  particularly. 

Question.  The  J.  W.  Lewis? 

Answer.  She  was  chartered  in  New  York — offered  by  her  owner. 

Question.  The  Nantucket? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  the  Nantucket.  I  do  remember  the 
Nantasket.  The  Nantasket  was  a  Boston  vessel,  and  came  through 
E.  A.  Sender  &  Co. 

Question.  The  Commodore  Yanderbilt  ? 

Answer.  She  was  chartered  in  New  York,  of  Mr.  Drew. 

Question.  Who  inspected  her  ? 

Answer.  Captain  Loper  went  on  board  of  her ;  but  she  was  very 
well  known. 

Question.  The  Commodore? 

Answer.  The  same. 

Question.  The  Achilles  ? 

Answer.  The  Achilles  was  chartered  of  Russel  Sturgis. 

Question.  What  was  her  tonnage? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember.  She  is  a  powerful  tug — one  of  the 
most  powerful  in  New  York. 

Question.  Where  is  she  now  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  The  T.  B.  Arrowsmith  ? 

Answer.  She  is  a  New  York  vessel ;  I  do  not  remember  particularly 
the  circumstances  of  her  charter. 

Question.  TheCatskill? 

Answer.  She  was  chartered  of  her  owners,  and  examined  by  Captain 
Loper. 

Question.  The  Champion  or  Edward  Lewis  ? 

Answer.  She  was  also  chartered  by  her  owners,  and  examined  by 
Captain  Loper  ? 

Question.  I  judge,  without  going  through  the  whole  of  these, 
that  nearly  the  whole  were  inspected  by  Captain  Loper  ? 

Answer.  Wherever  I  did  not  know  the  vessel  particularly  well 
myself,  I  directed  him  to  go  and  examine  her. 

Question.  Who  examined  the  Patapsco? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  the  vessel  at  all. 

Question.  She  belonged  to  A.  C.  Hall,  and  was  chartered  at  $83 
a  day? 

Answer.  She  was  either  examined  by  Captain  Loper^  or  he  knew 
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all  about  her ;  as  I  stated  in  mj  report,  I  requested  them  to  aid  me  in 
the  examination  of  these  steamers. 

Question.  Captain  Loper  was  not  receiving  any  compensation  from 
the  government  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  jon  know  the  amount  he  charged  the  owners  of  these 
vessels  ? 

Answer.  He  told  me  at  the  time  that  he  should  not  charge  them  a 
cent,  and  has  told  me  so  over  and  over  again  since.  In  regard  to 
that  McClellan  expedition,  he  has  never  received  a  cent,  directly  or 
indirectly,  from  the  owners  ;  that  was  a  condition  that  I  made. 

Question.  Have  you  chartered  any  vessels  through  him  sin3e  ? 

Answer.  I  have  chartered  vessels  of  him. 

Question.  Any  through  him,  upon  his  recommendation? 

Answer.  I  may,  upon  his  recommendation. 

Question.  Did  you  know  what  per  cent,  he  charged  for  recom- 
mending them  to  you  F 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  How  many  vessels  have  you  chartered  through  A.  C. 
Hall,  of  Baltimore? 

Answer.  I  could  not  answer  that  without  referring  to  that  list ;  I 
am  very  confident  that  the  first  time  I  ever  saw  Mr.  Hall  was  in 
Philadelphia ;  when  I  began  to  charter  vessels  for  the  McClellan 
expedition,  he  came  to  me  and  ofiered  me  a  number  of  steamers  ;  that 
was  in  February,  1862. 

Question.  Where? 

Answer.  In  Philadelphia,  at  my  office ;  it  was  the  first  time  I  ever 
met  him,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

Question.  Who  introduced  him  to  you  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  tell  you  now,  sir  ;  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  Did  he  bring  any  letter  to  you? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  nothing  of  him  before? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  he  had  brought  a  description  of  a  large  number 
of  canal  boats— Schuylkill  canal  boats — and  offered  them  to  me  at  a 
price  which  we  did  not  agree  about.  I  had  a  fixed  price  for  all  I 
chartered — ten  dollars  a  day.  He  demanded  twelve ;  I  told  him  I 
could  not  change  the  price.  He  went  back  to  Baltimore,  and^  by  return 
of  mail,  informed  me  that  I  could  have  them  at  ten  dollars  a  day ;  I 
answered  that  at  that  price  I  would  take  all  that  he  could  get. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  at  the  War  Department  before  you  saw 
him  at  Philadelphia  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  seeing  him 
until  that  occasion. 

Question.  You  are  confident  that  you  did  not  advise  him  to  go  on 
and  meet  you  at  Philadelphia  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  0,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  him  at  Annapolis? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  introduced  to  you  by  Captain  Loper? 

Answer.  He  might  have  been,  but  £  don't  remember  it. 
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Question.  Did  you  kuow  anything  of  an  arrangement  between  him 
and  Captain  Loper  by  which  they. divided  their  profits  on  these 
vessels  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not,  most  assuredly. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  the  Metamora  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  did  you  charter  her  of? 

Answer.  Captain  Power,  I  think. 

Question.  When  did  you  charter  her  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  the  last  of  February  or  the  first  of  March  ? 

Question.  Did  you  sign  the  charter-party  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Who  did? 

Answer.  I  presume  Captain  Hodges  did. 

Question.  At  your  instance? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  think  so,  sir ;  I  recollect  the  boat  very  well,  and 
her  being  employed  in  that  McClellan  expedition  ;  I  do  not  see  her 
name  here  on  this  list ;  I  do  not  see  why  it  is  omitted.  (Examining 
the  list.) 

Question.  You  are  still  confident  that  you  chartered  her  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  in  the  same  way  as  the  others. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  what  day  she  was  chartered  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  amount  at  which  she  was  chartered  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  $450  a  day,  but  I  cannot  be  positive. 

Question.  Was  the  charter-party  signed  at  the  time  you  chartered 
her? 

Answer.  I  presume  not.  I  presume  it  was  signed  immediately 
after. 

Question.  Why  was  it  not  signed  at  the  time  of  the  charter? 

Answer.  None  of  them  were  at  the  moment. 

Question.  Why  were  they  not  ? 

Answer.  It  took  some  time  to  prepare  the  papers. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  time  she  was  chartered  ? 

Answer.  It  was  the  last  of  February  or  early  in  March. 

Question.  Can  you  specify  the  day  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  day  when  the  Metamora  went  into 
government  employment  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not ;  but  I  now  remember  this :  that  the 
Metamora  came  around  here  to  seek  service,  without  any  knowledge 
of  my  own,  and  while  she  was  here  the  owner.  Captain  Powers,  I 
think,  came  to  me  in  New  York  and  proposed  to  put  her  in  with 
some  other  vessels  that  he  chartered.  I  think  she  was  kept  running 
in  the  service  here  some  little  time. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  her  having  been  repaired  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  last  May  or  June. 
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Question.  Where  was  she  repaired  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  it  was  in  Baltimore. 

Question.  To  what  extent  ? 

Answer.  That  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  that  was  paid  by  the  government 
or  by  the  individuals  ? 

Answer.  By  the  government. 

Question.  Do  you  know  why  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  the  reason. 

Answer.  When  the  President,  Secretary  of  War,  and  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  were  at  Fort  Monroe  they  called  upon  me  to  send  a 
telegraphic  message  by  way  of  Cherrystone.  It  was  then  blowing 
very  strong  and  very  rough.  No  steamer  could  go  to  Cherrystone 
drawing  more  than  four  and  a  half  feet  water,  I  think.  Steamers  of 
that  draught  are  not  well  calculated  to  stand  a  gale  of  wind.  The 
Secretary  of  War  told  me  that  message  must  go.  The  Metamora  was 
running  on  that  line.  I  called  upon  the  captain,  and  he  told  me  that 
it  was  not  safe  for  his  boat  to  go.  He  had  just  come  in.  *  It  was  very 
rough  outside,  and  he  did  not  think  it  was  safe  for  her  to  go.  I  told 
him  the  circumstances ;  that  some  vessel  must  go,  and  if  his  vessel  en- 
countered any  damage  the  government  should  pay  for  it. 

Question.  Did  she  encounter  damage  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  so  it  was  represented  to  me. 

Question.  By  whom  ? 

Answer.  By  the  captain,  and  by  others  at  Fort  Monroe. 

Question.  What  others? 

Answer.  I  think,  Quartermaster  Talmadge. 

Question.  Anybody  else  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question.  Was  he  the  roan  who  had  charge  of  the  transportation 
there,  and  whose  business  it  was  to  determine  whether  a  vessel  had 
been  injured  or  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  report  to  you  in  writing? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  give  orders  for  her  to  be  repaired  in  consequence 
of  his  representations  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  did ;  I  think  I  gave  those  orders.  I  made  the 
arrangement  with  the  captain.  The  quartermaster  general  approved 
of  the  orders. 

Question.  Did  you  give  the  order  in  writing  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  did,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  limit  on  the  amount  of  repairing  to  be 
done? 

Answer.  I  did  not  limit  it. 

Question.  Was  there  any  statement  in  your  order  specifying  the 
character  of  the  repairs  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  the  particulars. 

Question.  How  long  was  she  undergoing  repairs? 

Answer.  That  I  cannot  answer. 
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Question.  Do  you  know  whether  her  charter-party  continued,  and 
her  owners  received  pay  for  her  services  during  the  time  she  was  on 
the  ways  ? 

Answer.  They  did,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  about  any  lockers  being  put  in  her  while 
she  was  on  the  ways  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  about  her  being  used  by  Mr.  Van  Yalken- 
burgh  and  others,  sutlers,  while  she  was  in  the  employment  of  the 
government^  for  transporting  private  property  ? 

Answer.  I  heard,  a  few  months  ago,  tnat  the  captain  had  got  into 
some  difficulty  about  that,  but  I  supposed  that  was  a  recent  occurrence. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  about  it  at  the  time  the  Metamora  was 
lying  at  Harrison's  Landing? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  investigate  the  subject  to  ascertain  whether  it 
was  true  or  not  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not,  for  I  understood  that  the  vessel  was  discharged, 
or  to  be  discharged. 

Question.  Did  you  know  anything  of  her  receiving  pay  for  four  or 
five  days  before  she  actually  went  into  the  employment  of  the  govern- 
ment? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  1  find  that  her  charter-party  is  dated  April  20 — nearly 
seven  weeks  after  she  went  into  the  government  employment.  Why 
was  that  delay  in  executing  the  charter-party  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not  aware  that  there  was  any  such  delay. 

Question.  If  you  chartered  the  Metamora,  how  happens  it  that  she 
is  not  entered  on  your  list  that  you  have  furnished  to  the  committee  ? 

Answer.  I  think  you  will  find  on  Captain  Hodges's  original  papers, 
chartering  vessels,  that  the  Metamora  was  chartered  and  entered 
regularly  on  his  list,  and  that  a  day  or. two  afterwards  the  owner  came 
to  me  and  said  that  Major  Van  Yliet,  or  the  quartermaster  here,  could 
not  release  her,  and  that  her  name  was,  therefore,  struck  off  our  list ; 
and  subsequently  Commodore  Yanderbilt  came  here,  just  at  the  time 
he  was  giving  the  steamer  Yanderbilt  to  the  government,  and  some 
fast  steamer  was  wanted  to  take  him  down  to  Fort  Monroe,  and  the 
Metamora  was  assigned  to  that  duty.  It  is  possible  that  that  was  the 
first  time  I  had  anything  to  do  with  her,  and  that  that  might  have 
been  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  signing  the  charter. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  steamer  Highland 
Light? 

Answer.  The  name  Highland  Light  is  very  familiar  to  me,  but  I 
do  not  remember  the  particulars  about  her  now. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  her? 

Answer.  I  can  only  answer  that  question  as  the  former  ;  the  name 
is  very  familiar,  but^I  do  not  remember  her. 

Quei<tion.  Do  you^know  anything  of  the  steamer  Monitor? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  did  she  belong  to? 

Answer.  The  Monitor  belongs  to  Captain  Powers.         r^         t 
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Question*  Did  yon  charter  her  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qaestion.  You  had  nothing  to  do  with  her  ? 

Answer.  I  think  Captain  Powers  made  an  application  to  me  to 
charter  that  steamer,  and,  if  I  recollect  it  correctly,  I  referred  his  appli- 
cation and  description  to  Colonel  Bucker. 

Question.  With  a  direction  or  intimation  that  he  should  charter 
her? 

Answer.  Certainly;  with  no  direction,  hut  perhaps  an  intimation 
that  she  would  be  a  very  useful  boat.  She  was  a  new  boat.  Colonel 
Bucker  applied  to  me,  stating  that  he  wanted  such  a  boat. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  steamer  Telegraph? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  her. 

Question.  Did  you  not  charter  her  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  her. 

Question.  You  do  not  remember  the  steamer  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  I  remember  that  there  is  such  a  steamer,  but  I  am  very 
confident  that  I  did  not  charter  her. 

Question.  Your  business  at  Baltimore  was  mostly  done  through 
Mr.  Hall. 

Answer.  He  came  to  me  at  Philadelphia  with  a  list  of  steamers  at 
a  time  when  I  wanted  everything  that  I  could  get  that  was  suitable. 

Question.  From  that  time  on  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  furnishing 
the  government  vessels. 

Answer.  Very  few  to  me,  sir,  or  through  me. 

Question.  But  to  the  government? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  he  has  done  through  the  quarter- 
masters. 

Question.  Did  you  give  Major  Belger  any  orders  to  charter  from 
Hall? 

Answer.  I  may  have  given  some  few  orders  to  Major  Belter. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  time  when  you  gave  Major  Belger 
orders  to  charter  vessels  of  Mr.  Hall  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  recollect  having  given  such  orders ; 
although,  if  Mr.  Hall  had  come  to  me  and  offered  a  transport  which 
the  government  was  in  want  of,  and  I  knew  it  was  a  proper  one,  and  at  a 
fair  price,  I  may  have  directed  Major  Belger  to  execute  the  charter- 
parties. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  give  Major  Belger  a  general  direction  to 
charter  through  Mr.  Hall  ? 

Answer.  0  no,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  intimate  to  him  that  you  would  prefer  that 
he  should  charter  through  Hall  ? 

Answer.  Most  decidedly  not,  sir. 

Question.  Was  the  fact  of  the  chartering  of  these  vessels  through 
Hall  ever  brought  to  your  attention  ? 

Answer.  The  quartermaster  general  has  spoken  to  me  of  that  fact ; 
he  did  not  understand  why  so  many  vessels  were  so  chartered. 

Question.  When  did  the  quartermaster  general  first  speak  to  yon 
upon  this  subject  ? 
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Answer.  I  think  it  was  five  or  six  months  ago  in  a  casual  conver- 
sation. 

Qnestion.  How  do  yon  account  for  the  fact  that  all  the  vessels  were 
chartered  through  Mr.  Hall  at  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not  and  am  not  now  aware  that  that  is  the  fact. 

Question.  I  think  it  is  pretty  much  the  fact. 

Answer.  I  had  no  idea  of  it,  sir. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  never  gave  any  order 
to  Colonel  Belger,  or  intimated  any  desire  to  him,  that  he  shouli 
charter  vessels  through  Mr.  Hall. 

Answer.  I  may  have  given  him  orders  to  charter  a  particular  ves- 
sel ;  but  I  never  expressed  any  desire  that  Mr.  Hall  should  have  any 
preference  over  anybody.     That  I  am  positive  about. 

Question.  When  the  quartermaster  general  brought  the  fact  to  your 
attention,  that  there  were  complaints  about  Hall  having  the  chartering 
of  vessels  in  Baltimore,  did  you  take  any  steps  to  prevent  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  did  not  consider  it  my  duty. 

Question.  Had  you  not  the  subject  of  transports  under  your  charge? 

Answer.  Not  generally,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  your  (specific  duty  in  the  War  Department,  or 
was  it  general  ? 

Answer.  It  was  general ;  but  I  was  sent  off  in  these  emergencies  ? 

Question.  Did  you  know  the  per  cent,  that  Hall  was  in  the  habit  of 
charging  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not ;  I  know  nothing  of  it. 

Question.  Was  Hall  recommended  to  you  as  a  competent  man  for 
the  transaction  of  such  business  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  he  was,  sir.  I  do  not  recollect  who  introduced 
Mr.  Hall  to  me. 

Question.  Did  you  know  anything  about  his  character  before  he  was 
employed  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  anything  about  the  business  he  had  been 
engaged  in  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  or  heard  of  him  until  the  morning 
he  came  and  offered  me  some  transports  ;  such  is  my  present  recollec- 
tion. 

Question.  Do  you  know  John  E  Acker,  of  New  York? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  vessels  have  been  chartered  from  him? 

Answer.  The  City  of  Hudson.   I  am  not  sure  but  the  Metamora  was. 

Question.  Any  others? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  any  others. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  the  City  of  Hudson  ? 

Answer.  I  authorized  her  to  be  chartered  last  August,  when  trans- 
ports were  wanted  to  bring  General  McClellan's  army  from  Fort  Mon- 
roe anil  Yorktown. 

Question.  Captain  Hodges  acted  with  you,  did  he  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  belong  to  the  quartermaster's  department? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  What  was  his  business  in  connexion  with  you  ?  Was  it 
anything  else  than  to  sign  the  charter-parties? 

Answer.  I  conferred  with  him;  but  he  did  not  do  much  more  than 
to  carry  out  the  details. 

Question.  His  business  was  to  sign  the  charters  that  you  determined 
to  execute  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  aid  me  generally. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  sign  them  yourself? 

Answer.  The  Secretary  of  War  so  ordered. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  reason  he  assigned  ? 

Answer.  He  wanted  to  have  it  all  done  through  the  quartermaster's 
department. 

Question.  Was  the  quartermaster's  department  in  any  way  respon- 
sible for  the  contracts  you  made  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  they  were. 

Question.  How? 

Answer.  General  Meigs  gave  Captain  Hodges  general  instructions 
to  carry  out  my  wishes  for  that  McClellan  expedition. 

Question.  Then  it  was  you  that  was  responsible,  and  not  the  quar- 
termaster ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  a  divided  responsibility.  We  conferred 
with  each  other. 

Question.  Did  he  have  anything  to  do  except  to  give  official  char- 
acter and  sanction  by  affixing  his  signature  to  the  charter-party  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  responsibility  of  those  charter-parties  for  the 
McClellan  expedition  should  fall  on  me.  I  do  not  think  he  is  re- 
sponsible. 

Question.  Then  you  do  not  think  that  the  Secretary's  views  in 
regard  to  fixing  the  responsibility  upon  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment were  promoted  ? 

Answer.  The  Secretary  wanted  the  quartermaster's  department  to 
execute  the  papers,  and  attend  to  the  business  generally. 

Question.  I  see  here  in  this  list  several  charter-parties  signed  by 
W.  M.  Baird,  jr.,  &  Co.;  who  is  he? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  William  M.  Baird? 

Answer.  There  is  a  Mr.  Baird,  president  of  a  line  of  steamships  in 
Philadelphia.     I  only  know  him  as  such. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Thomas  Clyde? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  his  vessels  were  ohartered  through 
Captain  Loper  or  not  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not.    Mr.  Clyde  came  direct. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  Mr.  Loper  doing  anything  in  connexion 
with  Mr.  Clyde's  business  that  would  entitle  him  to  charge  brokerage  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  directly  from  him  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Did  you  know  of  any  per  cent,  having  been  charged  by 
Captain  Loper  in  Mr.  Flanagan's  cases  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 
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Question.  Did  you  charter  directly  of  Anthony  Reyhold  ? 

Answer.  I  certainly  did  in  some  cases,  and  I  think  in  all. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  anything  having  heen  done  in  his  cases 
that  would  entitle  Captain  Leper  to  a  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  except  that  Captain  Loper  has  collected  his 
money  and  attended  to  Mr.  Beybold's  business  generally. 

Question.  Has  he  for  other  parties? 

Answer.  I  think  he  has. 

Question.  Has  he  charged  a  per  cent,  for  that  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Have  any  extraordinary  facilities  been  afforded  to  Cap- 
tain Loper  for  transacting  business  and  securing  payments  in  the  War 
Department  ? 

Answer.  I  recollect  on  one  occasion  Mr.  Loper  was  here,  in  Wash- 
ington, and  was  very  urgent  to  obtain  money,  stating  that  he  had 
advanced  large  Sjams  of  money  to  various  parties,  and  was  in  urgent 
need  of  it.  He  had  not  only  advanced  his  money,  but  given  his  eu)- 
ceptances,  an  unusual  thing  f  jr  him  to  do,  as  he  stated,  and  he  was 
very  anxious  to  obtain  some  relief  by  getting  some  money  from  the 
quartermaster's  department. 

Question.  Would  you,  as  agent  of  the  government,  have  chartered 
these  vessels  as  readily  of  the  owners  as  you  would  of  Captain  Lopor  ? 

Answer.  Certainly. 

Question.  You  know  nothing,  then,  that  Captain  Loper  has  done  for 
the  government,  or  for  these  individuals,  that  would  entitle  him  to  a 
brokerage  or  commission  from  these  parties  upon  their  charter- 
parties  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  except  what  I  have  referred  to — his  advancing 
and  collecting  th^  money  for  them. 

Question.  Would  you  as  readily  have  chartered  vessels  of  the 
owners  as  of  A.  C.  Hall  at  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  Certainly.  If  you  will  refer  to  my  report  you  will  see 
that  the  government  advertised  its  wants,  and  directed  them  to  apply, 
and  preferred  dealing  with  the  owners. 

Question.  You  know  of  nothing  that  Mr.  Hall  has  done  to  entitle 
him  to  brokerage  from  individuals  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  further  than  the  owners  seemed  to  have  em- 
ployed him. 

Question.  Did  you  know  that  the  owners  had  employed  him  ? 

Answer.  I  knew  in  regard  to  these  canal  boats.  I  supposed  in 
regard  to  these  canal  boats  that  the  captains  had  employed  him  to 
represent  them. 

Question.  If  you  knew  that,  why  did  you  not  charter  them  directly 
of  the  captains  ? 

Answer.  I  would  have  been  very  glad  to  have  done  that,  but  they 
were  in  Baltimore,  I  was  in  Philadelphia,  and  time  was  a  most  im- 
portant element. 

Question.  How  soon  did  you  want  to  use  them  after  they  were 
chartered  ? 

Answer.  Instanter. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  day  on  which  they  were  chartered  ? 
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Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  yoa  remember  how  soon  they  were  nsed  after  thej 
were  chartered  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not.  I  only  know  I  was  extremely  anxious  to  get 
them  into  immediate  service. 

Question.  How  soon  after  they  were  chartered  were  they  used  ? 

Answer.  I  should  think  that  within  four  days  a  portion  of  those 
barges  were  on  their  way  from  Baltimore  to  PerryWUe. 

Question.  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  the  Banks  expedition  ? 

Answer.  I  was  sent  on,  sir,  to  hurry  them  off. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  any  of  the  vessels  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  recommend  any  to  be  chartered  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  there  when  the  expedition  sailed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  Captain  Loper  have  anything  to  do  with  it  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  am  aware  oC 

Question.  What  occasion  had  you  to  telegraph  to  Henry  O.  Steb- 
bins  in  regard  to  the  sailing  of  the  Banks  expedition  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  did  so.  , 

Question.  Did  you  not  telegraph  to  Henry  G.  Btebbins? 

Answer.  I  may  have  done  so,  but  I  do  not  remember  it. 

Question.  Had  he  any  connexion  with  it  ? 

Answer.  Not  the  most  remote  that  I  am  aware  of,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  business  relations  with  him  ? 

Answer.  I  have  had. 

Question.  Have  you  now  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  had  recently  ? 

Answer.  Not  for  months;  not  for  a  year  that  I  recollect. 

Question.  Are  you  a  stockholder  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore 
Transportation  Company  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  you  know  nothing  of  the  steamer  Patapsco? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  anything  about  her,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  steamer  George  Washington ,  now 
called  the  Constitution  ? 

Answer.  I  think  a  steamer  of  that  name  was  seized  here  in  Wash- 
ington some  months,  and  the  owners  came  to  see  me  about  getting 
her  released;  but  I  am  not  sure  about  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  steamer  of  that  name  belonging,  or 
that  did  belong,  to  Cornelius  Wendell  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Wendell  ever  apply  to  you  to  get  a  charter- 
party,  or  to  take  up  the  vessel  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  anything  of  the  kind.  I  may 
say  I  never  chartered  one  of  him. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  charter  one  for  Bayard  Clark  2>  . 
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Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qoestion.  Did  he  ever  approach  you  on  the  subject  of  chartering 
one? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  him. 

Question.  He  lives  at  Westchester,  New  York. 

Answer.  I  am  not  aware  that  I  know  such  a  man. 

Question.  Do  you  know  about  the  steamer  Champion  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  yon  remember  whether  you  chartered  her  or  not  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  it,  sir. 

Question.  I  think  you  testified  that  you  never  gave  any  direction 
to  Colonel  Belger  to  charter  of  Mr.  Hall  ? 

Answer.  As  I  said  before,  I  may  have  done  so  in  some  particular 
case. 

Question.  Tou  gave  no  such  general  direction  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  it.     I  am  very  sure  I  did  not. 

Question.  When  it  was  brought  to  your  attention  that  he  was  char- 
tering vessels,  and  that  nobody  else  in  Baltimore  was,  you  did  not 
believe  that  you  had  authority  to  change  it  ? 

Answer.  That  was  never  brought  to  my  attention — that  he  was 
chartering  all  the  vessels.  I  never  was  aware  of  that.  My  recollec- 
tion is,  that  in  a  casual  conversation  with  General  Meigs  he  spoke  of 
Mr.  Hall's  appearing  to  be  doing  a  very  large  business  in  Baltimore. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Charles  Coblens? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  his  having  boats  in  the  employment  of 
the  government  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  have  heard  that  he  has. 

Qaestion.  Do  you  know  what  ones? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  anything  to  do  with  chartering  them? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  it. 

Question.  Are  you  confident  that  you  did  not  ? 

Answer.  I  am  confident  of  never  having  had  a  transaction  with 
Mr.  Coblens. 

Question.  Neither  by  himself  nor  through  an  agent  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  recollection,  sir. 

Question.  Has  it  ever  been  brought  to  your  attention  that  he  had 
vessels  in  the  government  employment  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  it  in  connexion  with  recent  reports  about 
that  man. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  man  named  John  F.  Pickrell? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  known  him? 

Answer.  Eight  or  ten  years. 

Question.  Where  did  you  know  him  ? 

Answer.  I  knew  him  in  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia. 

Question.  What  business  was  he  engaged  in  ? 

Answer.  He  was  engaged  in  a  general  commission  business.        t 
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Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  has  had  any  transactions  with 
the  government  in  the  matter  of  transportation  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  one  steamer  chartered  through  him. 

Question.  What  one? 

Answer.  I  do  not  rememher  her  name,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  no  recollection  of  more  than  one? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  but  there  may  possibly  have  been  two.    • 

Question.  Have  not  many  transactions  in  connexion  with  the  char- 
ter of  steamers  to  government  been  done  by  him  with  brokers? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  had  any  transactions  with  him  in  years 
gone  by  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  president  of  the  Citizens'  Bank  of 
Baltimore? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  had  any  conference  with  Mr.  Pickrell  in 
regard  to  army  transportation  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  offered  me  one  vessel,  which,  my  recollection 
is,  was  accepted. 

Question.  Only  one? 

Answer.  It  may,  possibly,  have  been  two,  but  I  do  not  remember 
but  one. 

Question.  Can  you  recollect  the  name  of  either,  if  there  were  two? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  my  recollection  of  it  is  that  it  was  a  small  tug. 

Question.  Was  it  the  Patapsco? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Was  it  the  Edwin  Forrest? 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  the  Edwin  Forrest  is  among  those 
of  which  I  have  furnished  a  list  to  you. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  the  Edwin  Forrest? 

Answer.  (Having  examined  list.)  Yes,  sir.  Here  is  the  Edwin 
Forrest  on  the  list,  chartered,  at  forty  dollars  a  day,  through  Mr.  Hall. 

Question.  Do  these  lists  that  you  have  furnished  to  the  committee 
show  the  exact  parties  with  whom  each  charter-party  was  made  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  presume  so.  That  is  a  copy  Of  the  report 
made  by  Captain  Hodges  to  me. 

Question.  Of  all  the  vessels  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.     I  make  these  a  part  of  my  testimony. 

Question.  Where  you  charter  a  vessel  by  the  months  if  you  charter 
on  the  20th  of  September  for  thirty  days,  and  she  is  discharged  on 
the  5th  of  November,  do  you  pay  for  two  full  months,  or  for  one  month 
and  a  fraction  ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  paid  anything ;  but  the  rule  should  be  that 
she  should  only  be  paid  for  the  time  she  is  in  the  service ;  and  I  am 
very  confident  that  that  is  the  rule. 

Question.  When  was  this  advertisement  from  the  War  Department 
issued? 

Answer.  On  the  14th  of  February. 

Question,  Where  were  these  bids  to  be  offered  ? 

Answer.  At  the  War  Department  here. 
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Qnestion.  Were  many  bids  made  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many? 

Answer.  That  I  cannot  answer,  but  a  large  number. 

Question.  Were  they  of  such  descriptions  of  vessels  as  were  needed 
by  the  government,  and  such  as  were  ultimately  employed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  many  of  them  were ;  a  large  proportion. 

Question.  How  many  were  rejected  ? 

Answer.  Those  that  were  entirely  unsuited  were,  of  course,  rejected. 

Question.  Who  determined  whether  they  were  unsuited  or  not  ? 

Answer.  I  did,  sir.  It  was  patent.  The  advertisement  was  so 
general  that  all  the  steamships  were  offered.  As  it  was  first  intended 
that  the  troops  should  embark  from  Annapolis,  and  I  knew  that  no 
vessel  drawing  over  ten  feet  water  could  get  there,  I  rejected  all  that 
I  knew  drew  more  than  that. 

Question.  Cannot  a  vessel  drawing  more  than  ten  feet  water  get  to 
Annapolis? 

Answer.  That  is  my  present  recollection  of  it,  sir ;  I  knew  at  the 
time  exactly.    It  may  have  been  fifteen. 

Question.  Were  any  sailing  ships  offered  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  any  accepted  ? 

Answer.  No  sailing  ships. 

Question.  Were  sailing  schooners  ?    Brigs  ?    Brigantines  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  schooners  were. 

Question.  Were  any  rejected  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Were  any  small-class  steamers  rejected  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  any. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  these  bids  were  offered  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  accepted  here  ? 

Answer.  They  were  referred  to  me,  and  then  I  requested  the  owners 
and  the  parties  who  made  the  bids,  to  meet  me  at  certain  times  and 
places. 

Question.  You  took  Captain  Loper  with  you  when  you  went  there? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  had  him  to  Inspect  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  was  acting;  as  you  supposed,  from  purely  patriotic 
motives. 

Answer.  That  was  what  he  assured  me. 

Question.  You  had  no  idea  that  he  was  levying  a  contribution  off 
of  these  parties,  for  whom  he  was  acting  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  any  other  bids  been  issued  for  transportation  by 
the  War  Department  since  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  For  what  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  about  six  weeks  ago  the  quartermaster 
Rep,  Com.  84 23 
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general  advertised  for  transports  of  light  draught,  to  go  down  south, 
either  to  purchase  or  charter. 

Question.  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  them  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  further  than  General  Van  Yliet  showed  me  an 
order  which  he  had  received  from  Gen.  Meigs,  and  showed  me  a  very 
large  number  of  vessels  which  had  been  offered,  and  wished  to  know 
if  I  knew  about  them. 

Question.  Steamers? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  it  not  been  understood  that  you  have  been  the  gen- 
eral transportation  agent  for  the  War  Department  for  the  last  two 
years  ? 

Answer.  Not  general. 

Question.  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  chartering  the  vessels  for 
tbe  Burnside  expedition  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  all  the  vessels  for  that  expedition? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  There  being  great  delay  in  getting  off  the 
Burnside  expedition,  I  was  requested  to  go  on  and  aid  him  in  getting 
the  vessels  he  wanted.  When  I  arrived  theref  he  had  procured  a 
large  proportion  of  those  he  wanted.  I  aided  him  in  getting  the 
balance. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  them  ? 

Answer.  I  did,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  charter  them  through  Captain  Loner? 

Answer.  Not  in  New  York,  sir ;  but  after  General  Burnside  had 
arrived  at  Annapolis  he  telegraphed  me  requesting  me  to  send  Oap- 
taid  Loper  there,  and  I  applied  to  Captain  Loper  and  he  went. 
When  he  got  there  he  aided  General  Burnside  m  embarking  his 
troops,  stores,  &c. 

Question.  Nearly  all  the  steamers  you  have  chartered  you  have 
chartered  upon  the  recommendation  of  Captain  Loper  ? 

Answer.  I  had  been  to  inspect  those  for  the  McClellan  expedition. 

Question.  He  was  in  one  way  or  another  connected  with  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  with  the  inspection  of  most  of  them. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Captain  Powers? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  vessels  have  you  chartered  of  him  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  but  two. 

Question.  What  ones  were  those  ? 

Answer.  The  Monitor,  and  I  think  the  other  one  was  the  Connec- 
ticut. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  steamer  Columbia? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  did  you  charter  her  of? 

Answer.  A.  C.  Hall. 

Question.  At  how  much  ? 

Answer.  At  |350  a  day ;  but  I  wish  to  introduce  somewhere  in 
this  testimony  that  those  prices  were  all  reduced. 

Question.  The  James  Baker  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  her. 
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Question.  The  J.  K.  Kirkman? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  her. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  James  Murray  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.   What  do  you  know  of  her  ?  f 

Answer.  I  think  the  James  Murray  was  chartered  for  the  Burnside 
expedition  at  Annapolis. 

Question.  What  was  she  chartered  for  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  steamer  Pocahontas  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  was  she  chartered  of? 

Answer.  I  think  she  belonged  to  some  company  at  Baltimore,  but 
I  do  not  remember  the  name  of  it.  She  was  chartered  for  that 
Burnside  expedition.  8he  was  one  of  those  that  General  Burnside 
chartered  himself  down  at  Annapolis.  I  think  it  is  probable  that  I 
signed  the  charter-party. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  a  man  named  J.  Brant  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  he  had  any  contract  with  the  government  ? 

Answer.  He  has  chartered  the  steamer  George  Peabody. 

Question.  Where  does  he  live? 

Answer.  At  Baltimore. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  water  contracts  that  he  had 
with  the  government? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  male  the  contract  with  him? 

Answer.  I  did,  afler  consultation  with  Gen.  Burnside  at  Annapolis. 

Question.  Did  General  Burnside  fix  the  terms  of  it^  or  did  you  ? 

Answer.  He  knew  what  they  were. 

Question.  Did  you  fix  the  terms? 

Answer.  Gen.  Burnside  fixed  the  terms,  I  think. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  that  contract  ? 

Answer.  It  was  to  send  a  large  supply  of  water  down  to  Hatteras 
Inlet,  to  accompany  and  follow  Gen.  Burnside's  expedition. 

Question.  Do  these  papers  that  you  have  presented  include  any- 
thing else  than  the  McClellan  expedition  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  you  have  had  connexion 
with  chartering  other  vessels  besides  those  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  chartered  others. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  produce  those? 

Answer.  I  give  you  the  reasons  in  that  answer  to  the  first  inter- 
rogatory. 

Question.  What  is  that  reason  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not  got  them.  I  had  no  occasion  for  the  record  of 
tbose  charters.  They  have  all  been  sent  to  the  quartermaster's 
department. 

Question.  Has  every  charter  with  which  you  have  had  any  con- 
nexion  been  sent  to  the  quartermaster's  department  ? 

Answer.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  is  so.    I  know  of  no  exception. 
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It  was  expected  at  the  tizpe  that  those  chartered  for  this  McClellan 
expedition  would  be  used  for  only  30  days.  If  it  had  been  known 
that  they  would  be  kept  in  service  as  long  as  they  were  the  prices 
could  have  been  very  much  reduced,  and  particularly  as  in  the  spring 
and  glummer  there  is  very  much  less  risk,  and  in  July,  after  having 
suggested  several  times  that  the  number  of  transports  should  be 
reduced,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Captain  Hodges,  requesting  him  to  rednce 
the  prices.  In  July  I  wrote  to  Captain  Hodges  (see  letter  hereto 
appended)  suggesting  that  all  charters  at  ifSO  or  less  should  be 
reduced  ten  per  cent.  ;  all  pver  $150,  and  less  than  $350,  twenty  per 
cent. ;  all  over  $350,  twenty-five  per  cent.  I  have  this  morning  obtained 
a  copy  of  your  report  relative  to  the  Banks  expedition,  and  I  find  that 
the  Eastern  Queen  was  chartered  for  that  expedition  at  $1^00  a  day 
for  30  days,  and  $-^00  a  day  for  the  balance  of  the  time  she  may  be 
employed.  She  had  been  previously  chartered  by  me  for  the  Burnside 
expedition  at  $500.  The  steamer  Quinnebaug,  chartered  by  me  at 
$130  a  day,  obtained  $250  on  the  Banks  expedition.  The  Shetucket, 
chartered  at  $150  by  me,  got  $250  on  the  Banks  expedition.  The 
Charles  Osgood,  the  same.  The  Jftmes  S.  Green,  at  $200,  by  me, 
was  chartered  at  $250  tor  the  Banks  expedition.  The  steamer  Salvor, 
at  $350,  by  me,  was  chartered  at  $450  for  the  Banks  expedition,  and 
the  steamers  Albany  and  Jersey  Blue,  at  $150  each  by  me, -were  char- 
tered at  $250  each  for  the  Banks  expedition.  Those  chartered  by  me 
were  subject  to  the  reduction  before  allu^led  to.  They  were  subse- 
quently reduced,  I  believe,  to  the  extent  I  have  stated,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Eastern  Queen,  which  had  been  discharged,  and  pos- 
sibly one  or  two  others,  that  had  been  discharged  before  the  reduction 
was  made. 

JOHN  TUCKER. 


Washington,  Saturday^  January  31,  1863. 
John  Tucker,  recalled,  testified  further,  as  follows; 
Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  I  hand  you  a  list  marked  '^  A,"  ftirnished  to  this  com- 
mittee by  CaptAin  B.  F.  Loper,  headed,  '*  Steamers  recommended  for 
charter  for  the  use  of  the  expedition  under  command  of  Major  General 
McClellan,  United  States  army."  Are  those  the  vessels,  with  the 
tonnage  and  rates  affixed,  which  were  chartered  by  you  upon  the 
recommendation  of  Mr.  Loper  ? 

Answer.  These  appear  to  be  the  vessels  which  Captain  Loper 
examined,  and  which  were  chartered  for  the  McClellan  expedition. 
I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  examining  these  prices,  but  I  suppose 
they  agree  with  the  records  of  the  quartermaster's  department.  I 
notice  that  some  of  these  steamers  are  those  which  were  offered  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  reply  to  his  advertisement;  at  the  same  time  I 
presume  they  are  those  which  Captain  Loper  examined. 

Question.  Then  I  understand  that  the  vessels  in  this  list,  marked 
A,  furnished  by  Captain  Loper,  were  chartered  for  the  government 
npon  his  inspection  and  recommendation  ? 
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Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  he  recommended  them  all. 

Question.  It  states  that  he  recommended  them  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  douht  that  is  correct. 

Question.  Yon  say  the  first  time  you  ever  saw  Mr.  Hall  M^as  at 
Philadelphia,  at  your  office  ? 

Answer.  That  is  as  I  recollect. 

Question.  Did  he  go  from  Philadelphia  to  Baltimore  at  your 
instance? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  remember  of. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  Captain  Loper  advising  him  to  go  hack  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  meet  him  again  at  Philadelphia  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  soon  after  that  first  meeting  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember.  I  cannot  remember  whether  it  was 
one  month  or  three  months. 

Question.  Was  it  less  than  a  month  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  When  you  first  met  him  in  Baltimore  did  he  have  with 
him  a  list  of  vessels,  with  their  tonnage,  and  a  description  of  those  that 
he  proposed  to  charter  to  the  government  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  went  on  for  that  purpose— to  charter  vessels  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  so. 

Question.  Did  he  represent  that  he  had  the  vessels  then  in  his 
charge,  ready  to  charter  ? 

Answer.  He  did. 

Question.  Where  did  he  represent  that  they  were  ? 

Answer.  At  Baltimore,  I  understood. 

Question.  Did  he  bring  any  letter  of  recommendation  to  you  from 
any  one  ? 

Answer.  That  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question.  You  do  not  remember  that  he  was  recommended  by  any- 
body present? 

Answer.  He  probably  was  introduced  by  somebody,  but  I  do  not 
remember  who. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  the  Matamora,  after  she  was  in  the 
employment  of  the  government,  some  time  between  the  first  and  the 
6th  of  March,  going  on  one  or  two  pleasure  excursions,  down  to  the 
rebel  batteries  on  the  Potomac  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  that  I  do  not  know  anything  about. 

Question.  Do  you  know,  or  did  you  ever  hear,  of  her  receiving  com- 
pensation for  two  or  three  days  before  her  charter-party  went  into  effect, 
before  she  was  actually  taken  into  the  service  of  the  government  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Pickrell? 

Answer.  I  should  say  I  have  known  Mr.  Pickrell  for  eight  years. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  any  business  relations  with  him  ? 

Answer.  0,  yes,  sir.    We  had  business  operations  together. 

Question.  Did  you  recommend  Mr.  Pickrell  to  Colonel  Belger  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  :  not  to  my  recollection.  / 
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Question.  Did  yon  to  any  one  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  In  giving  my  former  testimony,  you  asked  me  if 
I  had  ever  seen  a  man  named  Coblens.  Upon  reflection  I  think  I 
did  see  him  in  Baltimore.  I  passed  part  of  a  day  in  Baltimore  with 
General  Wool,  and  I  called  upon  Colonel  Belger,  pr  he  called  upon 
me,  I  have  forgotten  which,  and  I  rode  a  horse  that  afternoon  which 
Colonel  Belger  furnished,  and  I  had  the  impression  that  Coblens 
owned  that  horse,  and  that  I  saw  him  ;  but  I  am  not  positive  of  it.  I 
never  had  any  business  transactions  with  him.  I  may  have  been  intro- 
duced to  him  at  Fort  Monroe.  Upon  reflection  I  remember  that  Cap- 
tain Loper  did  not,  as  I  stated  in  my  previous  testimony,  examine  the 
steamers  chartered  in  Baltimore,  viz.,  the  Cecil,  Columbia,  &c.;  but 
only  those  in  Philadelphia  and  New  Tork,  as  he  was  not  in  Baltimore 
at  the  time,  and  my  remarks  relative  to  his  examination,  &o.,  apply 
only  to  the  transports  chartered  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York  for  the 
McClellan  expedition.  JOHN  TUCKER. 

Letter  of  Mr.  Tucker^  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  to  Captain  Hodges,  assist' 
ant  quartermaster,  in  relation  to  the  reduction  of  prices  af  steamers  alluded 
to  in  Mr.  Tucker's  testimony. 

War  Depabtmbnt, 
Washington  City,  July  — ,  1862. 

Dbar  Sir:  You  are  aware  that  at  the  time  we  chartered  the  transports  for 
General  McGlellan's  expedition  we  supposed  that  they  would  only  he  required 
for  about  thirty  days.  It  was  then  assumed  that  these  vessels  would  have  to 
make  their  trip  to  and  from  Fort  Monroe  in  the  boisterous  month  of  March. 
The  marine  insurance,  especially  on  the  bay  and  river  steamers,  was  enormously 
high.  Many  of  these  steamboats  had  to  be  withdrawn  from  their  regular  lines, 
with  an  uncertainty  as  to  the  length  of  time  their  services  would  be  required. 
Under  such  circumstances,  and  especiallv  from  the  uigent  necessity  of  procuring 
such  immense  transportation  facilities,  the  compensation  agreed  upon  was  very 
much  higher  than  would  have  been  paid,  or  even  demanded,  had  it  then  been 
known  that  these  transports  would  have  been  required  for  so  many  months. 
I  do  not  purpose  to  make  any  changes,  however,  in  the  compensation  of  barges 
or  saOing  vessels,  as,  at  the  present  time,  I  doubt  if  they  could  be  chartered  at 
lower  rates ;  and  many  of  the  owners  of  these  I  know  would  be  glad  to  have 
them  discharged  from  service.  It  is  very  different,  however,  with  the  steameis. 
I  therefore  wish  yon  to  avail  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  make  the  following 
proposition  to  the  various  parties  who  chartered  steamers,  viz :  a  reduction  on 
all  charters  at  $150,  or  less,  10  per  cent.;  all  over  8150  and  less  than  $350,  20 
per  cent. ;  all  over  $350,  25  per  cent. ;  as  nearly  all  these  charters  were  made  . 
late  in  February,  or  early  in  March,  the  change  to  take  effect  at  the  end  of  a 
month's  services,  late  in  July  and  early  in  August. 

You  will  please  report  to  me  the  decision  of  the  parties  as  early  as  possible, 
as  it  is  intended  to  discharge  at  an  early  day  such  as  may  refuse  to  make  the 
the  abatement.  Should  any  contend  that  a  reduction  of  20  and  25  per  cent  is 
too  large,  which  I  am  confident  will  not  generally  be  the  case,  you  will  please 
remind  them  that  for  five  months  they  have  been  most  liberally  compensated. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  TUCKER, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

Captain  Henry  C.  Hodges, 

Assistant  Quarterfnaster,  New  York,  ^  , 
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WA8HINOTON9  Monday  J  January  26,  1863. 
Cornelius  Wendell,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows : 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  Rtate  your  residence. 

Answer.  Washington. 

Question.  Your  occupation  ? 

Answer.  Printer. 

Question.  Are  you  the  owner,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  any  steam 
vessels  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not. 

Question.  Have  you  been  ? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  What  vessels? 

Answer.  The  steamer  George  Washington. 

Question.  When  did  you  buy  hfr? 

Answer.  In  1858, 1  think. 

Question.  When  did  you  part  with  your  interest  in  her  ? 

Answer.  I  think  on  the  8th  day  of  January  last. 

Question.  To  whom  did  you  sell  her  ? 

Answer.  I  left  a  blank  bill  of  sale  in  the  hands  of  a  friend,  the  blank 
to  be  filled  up  with  the  name  of  the  purchaser.  I  do  not  remember 
whose  name  was  inserted,  but  Mr.  Bayard  Clark,  of  New  Tork,  nego- 
tiated it.  He  resides  in  Westchester  county  ;  his  post  office  address 
is  New  Tork  city.  He  was  the  negotiating  man.  I  think  his  was 
not  the  name  to  be  filled  in. 

Question.  Was  that  steamer,  whilst  you  remained  an  owner,  em- 
ployed by  the  government  of  the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  She  was. 

Question.  When  did  you  charter  her  to  the  government  ? 

Answer.  I  chartered  her,  through  my  captain,  to  Mr.  Bayard  Clark, 
I  think,  in  April  or  May,  1862. 

Question.  I*or  how  much? 

Answer.  For  $100  a  day. 

Question.  How  long  did  that  charter  last? 

Answer.  That  charter-party,  or  a  new  one,  is  still  existing,  as  I  am 
informed  and  believe.     She  is  still  in  the  service. 

Question.  Has  she  been  continually  in  the  employment  of  the  gov- 
ernment from  April  or  May,  1862,  until  the  present  time? 

Answer.  So  I  have  been  informed  and  believe,  with  a  slight  interval 
between  the  expiration  of  the  first  charter  and  the  present  one. 

Question.  When  did  the  first  charter  expire? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell.  It  was  to  have  been  ninety  days,  if  my 
memory  serves  me,  from  th  e  time  she  reached'  Hilton  Head. 

Question.  Was  she  sent  to  Hilton  Head  immediately  upon  the 
charter  being  executed  ? 

Answer.  Yes^  sir. 

Question.  Then  she  probably  reached  Hilton  Head  in  May,  1862  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.    I  think  she  commenced  in  June,  1862.    There 
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was  some  troable  about  her  getting  in.  She  was  arrested,  takeo.  for 
a  blockade  ruDDer^  aod  sent  back.  There  was  some  little  delay  in 
getting  her  there.  Ninety  days  from  the  time  she  arrived  her  charter 
expired.  ' 

Question.  Was  that  charter  payable  to  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  chartered  her  to  Bayard  Clark  for  flOO  a  day, 
and  Bayard  Clark  chartered  her  to  government. 

Question.  At  how  much  did  he  charter  her  to  the  government? 

Anf^wer.  At  $360  a  day.  I  saw  the  charter,  and  am  positive  that  it 
was  $350  per  day. 

Question.  Then  Bayard  Clark's  profits  on  the  boat  were  $260  a  day? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  think  that  you  were  getting  a  fair  compensation 
for  the  boat  when  you  chartered  her  at  $100  a  day  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir.  I  was  richly  paid.  I  would  have  let  them 
have  her  at  $60  rather  than  not  have  her  go  in. 

Question.  Do  you  say  that  you  have  seen  the  last  charter-party  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  the  first  one. 

Question.  By  whom  was  it  signed? 

Answer.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Campbell,  and  Fuller.  Fuller  on 
behalf  of  the  government.  Campbell,  as  Clark  informed  me,  was  his 
(Clark's)  agent. 

Question.  Who  was  Fuller  ? 

Answer.  The  quartermaster,  as  I  was  informed  at  Hilton  Head,  on 
General  Hunter'a  staff. 

Question.  Have  any  repairs  been  put  upon  this  vessel  by  govern- 
ment? 

Answer.  I  understood  that  the  government  had  knocked  away  her 
upper  works  an4  made  a  gunboat  of  her.  She  got  a  terrible  racking 
going  around.  She  was  a  little  river  boat  that  ran  from  Albany  down 
to  Newburgh.  Scant  two  hundred  tons.  I  had  been  trying  to  get 
her  chartered  directly  to  the  government.  I  would  have  been  glad  to 
have  got  $100  a  day  for  her  direct  from  government,  and  I  would  have 
taken  $60  rather  than  not  have  chartered  her,  because  she  was  dead 
stock  at  the  time.  I  applied  many  times  to  Mr.  Tucker,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  War,  to  get  him  to  charter,  but  I  did  not  succeed. 


Washington,  Tuesday^  January  27, 1863. 
Benrt  Diggs,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows  : 
Eosamined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  State  where  you  reside  and  what  is  your  occupation. 

Answer.  I  reside  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  ;  my  occupation  is  clerk 
and  bookkeeper  for  John  F.  Pickrell. 

Question.  Do  you  keep  the  books  of  Charles  Coblens  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  books  belonging  to  Charles  Coblens. 
I  was  talking  with  Mr.  Coblens  yesterday.  His  papers  he  told  me 
were  all  deposited  in  the  Citizens'  Bank  as  collateral  security  for  what 
he  owes  the  bank^  his  charter-parties,  vouchers,  and  bills  of  sale. 
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Question.  He  has  no  books  ? 

Answer.  No^  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  in  his  employment  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  receive  any  compensation  of  Mr.  Charles 
Coblens  of  any  description  whatever  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  transaction  between  Pickrell  and 
Coblens  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Pickrell  is  a  merchant,  and  does  business  as  a  com- 
mission merchant  for  Mr.  Coblens. 

Question.  He  does  Coblens's  business  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  has  he  been  engaged  as  Coblens's  commission 
merchant? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know^  I  having  been  in  Mr.  Pickrell's  employ- 
ment for  but  a  short  time. 

Question.  For  how  long  a  time  have  you  been  there  in  his  employ- 
ment? 

Answer.  Since  the  first  of  October. 

Question.  Are  they  partners  in  any  transactions  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  are. 

Question.  Are  they  jointly  interested  in  any  vessels  ? 

Answer.  It  does  not  appear  so  from  the  books  ? 

Question.  According  to  the  books,  who  appears  to  be  the  owner  of 
the  Patapsco? 

Answer.  That  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question.  Of  the  Baltimore? 

Answer.  Mr.  Coblens,  Mr.  McFarlane  and  Sami^l  Bell. 

Question.  Does  Mr.  Pickrell  have  any  interest  in  her  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  see  his  name  mentioned. 

Question.  Has  he  any  interest  in  the  Edwin  Forrest? 

Answer.  I  don't  see  his  name  in  connexion  with  her. 

Question.  Has  he  any  interest  in  the  Fairy  Queen? 

Answer.  I  don't  see  his  name  connected  with  any  of  these  vessels. 

Question.  With  no  vessel  whatever  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  So  far  as  you  know  from  the  books  of  Mr.  Pickrell,  he  is 
not  the  owner  in  whole  or  in  part  of  any  vessel  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  not  as  appears  from  the  books. 

Question.  What  kind  of  business  does  Mr.  Pickrell  transact  for 'Mr. 
Coblens? 

Answer.  He  appears  to  be  disbursing  agent,and  receives  commissions. 

Question.  What  commissions  does  he  receive? 

Answer.  It  is  five  per  cent. 

Question.  Five  per  cent,  for  doing  what? 

Answer.  For  disbursing  and  acting  as  commission  merchant. 

Question.  Five  per  cent,  for  paying  out  money? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir^  and  collecting. 

Question.  Does  he  not  receive  more  than  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  see  anything  more  that  is  charged  ? 
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Question.  Do  Mr.  Pickreirs  books  show  that  he  has  received  from 
Mr.  Coblens  any  other  sam  than  this  commission  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  his  books  show  that  he  has  received  any  sums  for 
chartering  the  boats  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  his  books  show  any  large  accumulation  of  capital  or 
wealth  during  the  last  year  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  have  with  me  and  can  show  you  a  copy  of  his 
balance-sheet,  which  I  drew  off  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Pickrell. 

Question.  Whose  balance-sheet  is  this  ? 

Answer.  John  F.  Pickrell's. 

Question.  I  see  here  charged,  cost  of  the  James  Murray,  $7|310. 
What  does  that  mean  ? 

Answer.  That  is  the  cost,  and  expenses,  and  repairs. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  from  that  item  in  the  balance-sheet 
that  Mr.  Pickrell  is  the  owner  of  that  amount  in  the  James  Murray, 
or  is  that  the  amount  that  he  has  disbursed  for  and  on  account  of 
Charles  Coblens  ? 

Answer.  That  shows  the  amount  of  the  cost  of  the  vessel,  and  the 
expenses  on  the  vessel. 

Question.  Why  is  that  charge  entered  on  this  balance-sheet  ? 

Answer.  That  is  done  for  the  purpose  of  closing  the  account. 

Question.  Closing  the  account  with  whom? 

Answer.  It  is  for  closing  the  account  and  carrying  the  balance  to 
disbursements  of  Charles  Coblens. 

Question.  You  say  that  the  books  of  Mr.  Pickrell  do  not  show 
that  he  is  the  owner  of  any  part  of  the  James  Murray  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  don't. 

Question.  You^ave  no  knowledge  that  he  is? 

Answer.  No  knowledge  at  all. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  he  is  not  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  it  at  all.  I  have  never  seen  any 
of  the  charter,  parties  or  bills  of  sale. 

Question.  I  see  here  against  the  name  ^'Samuel  Bell,"  |5,914  25. 
Is  that  against  an  individual  or  a  steamer  ? 

Answer.  Samuel  Bell  is  an  individual. 

Question.  I  see  down  here  against  the  name,  as  the  cost  of  the  Tele- 
graph, $6,326  20.  Is  that  the  amount  Pickrell  advanced  to  buy 
Coblens's  interest  in  the  Telegraph  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  understand  it  as  such.  That  is  the  amount  paid 
for  the  Telegraph  and  the  costs. 

Question.  The  amount  paid  by  whom  ? 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Pickrell,  as  I  understand  it. 

Question.  The  Baltimore  is  down  at  $15,950.  Is  that  the  amount 
paid  by  Mr.  Coblens  for  the  Baltimore,  or  is  it  for  cost  and  repairs  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  somewhere  about  that  amount  for  Mr.  Cob- 
lens's  share,  which  is  over  half,  f| ;  it  is  cost  and  repcdrs. 

Question.  The  Patapsco  is  down  at  $1,800  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  is  the  original  cost  of  the  Patapsco. 

Question.  Are  you  certain  of  that? 
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Answer.  So  I  have  been  told.    It  is  only  hearsay. 

Question.  You  nnderstand  that  these  items  that  are  in  this  balance- 
sheet  set  against  the  names  ot  the  James  Murray^  the  Telegraph,  the 
Baltimore,  the  Patapsco,  the  Haswell,  the  Fairy  Queen,  Edwin  For- 
rest, and  Lioness^  are  the  amounts  which  the  vessels  cost  Mr.  Goblens, 
and  are  the  value  of  Coblens's  interest  ? 

Answer.  That  is  the  whole  cost  of  the  vessel,  as  I  understand  it, 
including  the  expenses. 

Question.  Is  Mr.  Coblens,  according  to  this  balance  sheet,  charged 
five  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  cost  of  these  vessels  ? 

Answer.  He  is  charged  five  per  cent,  upon  the  receipts  of  each  of 
these  vessels. 

Question.  I  find  here,  "Profit and  loss  $33,852  16."  What  is 
included  in  that? 

Answer.  That  includes,  I  suppose,  all  the  profits — the  commissions 
of  Mr.  Pickrell  on  the  receipts.  These  books  of  Mr.  Pickrell  are  of 
long  standing.  They  extend  back  to  long  before  I  went  there.  I 
have  been  there  but  a  very  short  time. 

Question.  How  far  does  this  balance-sheet  go  back  ? 

Answer.  It  goes  back  several  years.  I  do  not  remember  exactly 
the  time,  but  long  before  I  was  in  Mr.  Pickrell's  employment. 

Question.  Did  you  make  this  account  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  swear  that  that  is  a  correct  account? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  a  correct  account  from  the  books. 

Question.  Yon  have  no  knowledge  of  Mr.  Pickrell  having  the 
slightest  interest  in  any  steamboat,  or  other  vessel? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  no  knowledge  of  it. 

Question.  You  never  have  heard  any  conversation  between  Coblens 
and  Pickrell  to  that  effect  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Nothing  on  the  books  of  Mr.  Pickrell  would  indicate 
anything  of  the  kind  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  have  kept  the  books  of  Mr.  Coblens? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  He  says  he  has  no  books.  He  told  me  yester- 
day his  papers  are  deposited  in  the  Citizens'  Bank. 

Question.  How  long  have  yon  known  Charles  Coblens  ? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  him  until  after  I  went  to  Mr.  Pickrell's. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Pickrell  doing  Mr.  Coblens's  business  when 
you  went  there  to  work  for  Mr.  Pickrell  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

HENRY  DIGGS. 
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Washinoton,  Tuesday,  January  2*1  y  1863. 
William  T.  Bicb,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows : 

Examined  by  the  diairman. 

Question.  8tate  where  you  reside,  Captain  Bice,  how  long  you  have 
resided  there,  and  what  your  occupation  is. 

Answer.  I  reside  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  have  resided  there 
all  my  life,  which  has  been  fifty  years.  I  have  b^n  steamboating, 
off  and  on,  for  twenty-odd  years. 

Question.  Have  you  within  the  last  year  owned  a  vessel  ? 

Answer.  I  have  owned  the  steamboat  Cecil. 

Question.  When  did  you  part  with  your  interest  in  her  7 

Answer.  July  16th,  1862. 

Question.  Had  she  prior  to  that  time  beeu  in  the  employment  of 
the  government  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  she  was  at  that  time. 

Question.  When  was  she  employed  ? 

Answer.  In  February,  1862. 

Question.  Who  was  she  chartered  by  ? 

Answer.  By  me. 

Question.  To  whom  ? 

Answer.  To  the  government,  through  A.  C.  Hall,  of  Baltimore, 
and  Captain  Hodges.  I  never  met  Captain  Hodges  until  April  or 
May,  and  then  in  New  York,  where  I  went  for  the  pay  of  the  boat. 

Question.  At  what  rate  ? 

Answer.  The  understanding  was  at  $75  a  day ;  but  when  we  came 
to  sign  the  charter-party,  we  found  we  were  to  get  five  dollars  more, 
and  it  was  |80.  I  went  to  A.  C.  Hall's  office  several  times  to  sign  the 
charter-party,  but  was  told  Captain  Hodges  had  not  yet  come  on.  The 
steamboat  Cecil  left  Baltimore  March  12,  1862  ;  I  sent  her  away  in 
charge  of  my  mate,  as  the  charter-party  was  not  signed  yet.  Some  days 
after  the  boat  left  I  was  at  A.  C.  Hall's  office.  He  called  me  out  to  the 
door  and  said  :  ^'  I  got  you  $80  per  day  ;  you  can  give  me  the  extra 
five."  I  said  nothing.  He  continued,  ^'  Q-o  in  and  give  my  clerk  the 
dimensions  of  the  boat,  and  he  will  fill  up  the  charter."  I  did  so  ;  and 
in  a  few  days  called,  and  found  the  charter  had  been  signed  by  Cap- 
tain Hodges,  and  I  took  it  and  left. 

Question.  What  became  of  that  ? 

Answer.  It  all  came  to  me,  except  a  portion  that  Mr.  Hall  claimed. 

Question.  How  much  did  he  claim,  and  how  much  did  you  pay? 

Answer.  When  he  first  sent  for  me  he  claimed  $262,  and  some  cents, 
but  after  talking  about  it  for  some  time,  I  told  him  his  charge  was 
enormous,  and  I  did  not  think  he  was  entitled  to  anything  at  all  ;  but 
he  told  me  that  he  had  been  to  Philadelphia^  and  had  been  to  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  and  expense,  and  that  everybody  else  was  paying  him. 
He  said  that  he  had  caused  everybody  else  but  steamboat  owners  to 
give  him  a  written  obligation,  but  supposing  that  steamboat  owners 
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were  gentlemen,  and  understood  what  they  were  about,  he  thought  it 
waa  not  neceflsary.  I  still  demurred  and  would  not  pay  it.  Before 
this  conversation  with  Mr.  Hall  took  place  I  had  talked  with  Mr. 
John  Henderson,  corner  of  Commerce  street  and  Baltimore.  He  met 
me  in  the  street  and  asked  me  if  Hall  intended  to  charge  me  a  com- 
mission. I  said,  not  that  I  was  aware  of,  and  that  I  thought  he  was 
not  entitled  to  any.  Said  he,  ^'  Is  it  not  in  the  charter-party  ?' '  I  said, 
**No."  I  asked  him  if  he  intended  to  pay  him  any.  He  replied  he 
thought  not.  *'  He  said  if  I  went  to  Washington  with  the  matter  it 
would  raise  trouble.  He  left,  and  in  a  day  or  two  after,  this  conver- 
sation with  Mr.  Hall  took  place.  He  demanded  $262 ;  and  I  de- 
murred. I  went  off  and  saw  Mr.  Henderson  again.  The  boat  was 
then  on  the  Potomac.  Mr.  Henderson  said  it  might  possibly  be  that 
he  had  had  a  good  deal  of  trouble,  and  he  might  be  entitled  to  one 
month's  pay,  but  not  more  than  one  month's  pay.  I  went  to  Mr. 
Hall  and  said,  '^  I  am  willing  to  compensate  you  for  any  trouble  you 
have  had  in  the  matter^  but  I  don't  think  you  are  entitled 
to  anything  in  this  way."  He  said,  ^'Tes,  you  must  pay  me 
that."  Finally,  he  began  to  talk  pretty  strong.  He  said,  ''You 
were  willing  to  charter  this  boat  for  fifty  dollars  a  day?"  I  said, 
*'Tes,  I  was  willing  that  the  government  should  have  her  for  what- 
ever they  were  willing  to  give,  if  it  was  $50  a  day,  and  I  told  you  I 
thought  the  government  had  been  imposed  upon  ;  that  boats  inferior 
to  her  and  with  less  cost  had  been  getting  a  larger  price."  He  said, 
''You  were  willing  to  take  $50,  and  I  got  you  $75,  and  then  $80, 
and  you  ought  to  be  willing  to  pay  this."  Said  I,  *'To  settle  this,  I 
will  give  you  $150."  He  took  it.  This  was  some  time,  I  think,  in 
May.  Some  six  weeks  or  two  months  after  that  he  sent  for  me  a^ain, 
and  I  went  to  see  him.  He  told  me  he  wanted  more  commissions. 
Said  I,  ''You  are  not  entitled  to  any  at  all  that  you  have  received.  I 
have  settled  with  you  and  I  cannot  give  you  any  more."  He  then 
took  me  from  the  office  to  the  back  of  the  store  and  said,  "You  are  a 
secessionist."  Said  I,  "Am  I?  Who  told  you  that?"  Said  he,  "I 
can  prove  it."  Said  I,  "Whoever  told  you  that  told  you  an  infamous 
falsehood;  let  my  prejudices  be  what  they  may,  I  will  not  defraud  the 
government.  My  boat  is  chartered  for  less  than  perhaps  any  other 
to  government  and  has  performed  her  duties  night  and  day.  While 
I  was  there  my  mate  received  instructions  never  to  fail  to  do  every- 
thing to  aid  and  advance  the  government."  Said  he,  "I  got  a  letter 
this  morning,  and  if  you  don't  pay  this  I  will  get  you  into  trouble. 
I  got  a  letter  this  morning,  saying,  'Did  Kioe  pay  his  commission.^ 
You  will  make  enough  money  out  of  the  boat  and  must  pay  it."  I 
said,  "Yes^  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  the  price,  but  I  will  not  con- 
sent to  this  levying  of  black  mail.  It  is  principle  with  me  alto- 
gether." He  said,  "You  had  better  do  it."  I  refused  and  went 
away.  I  met  him  after  that  one  day  on  Baltimore  street ;  I  was  with 
my  wife.  He  was  in  an  omnibus  car  and  nodded  to  me  as  he  went  by. 
By  the  time  I  got  home  he  was  there  too.  He  had  jumped  on  another 
car.  He  said,  "I  have  come  down  to  see  about  this  commission.^  If 
you  don't  want  to  get  yourself  into  trouble  you  had  better  pay  it." 
I  said,  "I  have  told  you  already  that  I  would  not  do  it.     It  is  a  prin- 
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ciple  with  me. "    Says  he,  **Then  I'll  show  you  what  will  happen.    I 
didn't  think  yon  wonld  act  in  this  way.     Yon  are  the  only  man 
among  the  steamboat  men  that  has  refused  to  pay  me,  and  some  of 
them  have  paid  me  liberally."     He  made  more  remarks  and  went 
away  threatening.     This  was  on  the  14th.     The  next  morning,  on  the 
15th,  Mr.  Pickrell  came  down.     He  gave  me  a  very  kind  greeting 
and  said  to  me,  *'Mr.  Hall  tells  me  that  yon  own  the  Cecil,  and  that 
she  is  discharged  from  the  government  service.     Did  you  know  it?" 
I  said,  <4  did  not  know  it."     Said  he,  **Hall  told  me  this  morning 
that  the  Cecil  was  discharged,  that  he  bad  got  a  letter  from  Captain 
Hunt,  at  Old  Point,  that  he  wanted  a  boat  down  there,  and  be  said 
Mr  Bice  has  a  boat  that  will  suit  the  purpose,  and  he  has  no  use  for 
her  as  she  is  now  discharged  and  you  may  buy  her  very  cheap." 
He  asked  me  what  I  would  take  for  her.     I  said,  '^This  thing  is 
bothering  me  a  great  deal.     Do  you  really  wish  to  buy  the  boat?" 
He  said,  '*Yes,  I  do."     ^'Then,"  said  I,  ''you  may  have  her  for 
$6,000."     He  said,  '^I  won't  give  the  half  of  that,  and  began  talking 
about  her."     Said  I,  ''There  is  no  use  to  talk  about  it.     She  is  worth 
that,  if  she  is  a  good  boat,  and  with  her  charter  she  is  certainly 
worth  $10,000,  but  to  get  rid  of  this  matter,  I  will  sell  her  for  $5,000. 
He  said,  <*8he  is  not  worth  that,  for  she  is  discharged."     I  said,  ''I 
do  not  know  anything  about  that."     He  left,  went  to  his  carriage, 
and  returned  and  said,  ''Take  a  thousand  off  of  that."     I  said  "No ; 
two  months  of  the  charter  will  pay  the  cost  of  the  boat."     He  re- 
marked, "Well,  perhaps  she  is  not  discharged.    If  she  was  not  dis- 
charged she  would.     If  you  will  wait  until  three  o'clock  this  after- 
noon I  will  give  you  an  answer."     "Very  well,"  said  I.     About  an 
hour  or  two  after  that  a  note  caqie  to  me  from  Captain  Applegarth, 
that  he  desired  to  see  me  on  very  particular  business^  important  to 
myself.     I  went  down.     He  said,  "There  is  a  difficulty  between  you 
and  Hall,  about  the  commission.     He  continued,  "I  know  this  thing 
of  paying  commission  is  very  hard,  but  you  had  better  submit  to  it 
as  you  are  making  money.     Hall  told  me  to  tell  you'  that  if  you 
would   pay   your    commission    the    boat  was  not    discharged,   and 
you    may  pay  what    he  claims  and    keep   her.      I  have    to   pay 
commission    too.     I   went    to    Colonel    Belger    and    told    him    it 
was  hard.     He  said  it  was  hard  but  I  had  to  do  it.     I  told  Hall 
that  I   would  not  do  it  and  could  not.     But  he  insisted  upon  it." 
That  afternoon,  at  3  o'clock,  Mr.   Pickrell  sent  his  man  down  to 
take  the  boat.     The  next  morning  I  went  up  at  9  o'clock,  with  an 
instrument  stating  that  the  business  was  closed  that  day,  and  the 
money  paid,  and  wont  to  a  notary  public  and  gave  him   all  the 
information  he  desired,  and  at  half-past  eleven  told  Mr  Pickrell  that 
the  bill  of  sale  was  ready,  if  he  would  sign  it.     He  said,  "The  man 
I  bought  her  for  is  not  here."     I  asked,  "Didn't  you  bay  her  for 
Mr.  Hall?"     He  said,  "  No,  for  Mr.  Coblens."     I  then  said,  "  I  do 
not  know  Mr.  Coblens."     He  said,  "Where  is  your  chart.er?"    I 
told  him  it  was  at  home.    He  said,  "  We  must  have  the  charter."    I 
told  him,  "  You  can't  have  that  until  I  am  paid  by  the  government. 
It  is  the  only  thing  I  have  to  show  for  my  claim  for  payment  when  I 
go  down  to  Washigton."    Said  he,  "I  will  pay  you  what  the  gov- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TESTIMONY.  367 

ernment  owes  yon."  I  said,  if  he  did,  he  could  have  it.  When  I 
left  him  I  requested  him  to  have  his  check  indorsed  good  by  the 
cashier  of  the  bank.  I  went  down  home,  and  brought  up  the  charter- 
party.  When  I  returned  Mr.  Pickrell  said,  "  I  don't  know  that  the 
government  owes  you  anything.  Do  you  expect  me  to  pay  you  ?"  I 
said,  "You  told  me  to  get  the  charter-party,  and  that  you  would  pay 
me  what  the  government  owes,  but  I  am  to  take  your  word  for  it." 
I  told  him  I  did  not  want  him  to  pay  me;  that  I  could  go  to  Washing- 
ton and  get  the  pay.  He  got  up  and  walked  up  and  down  the  floor, 
apparently  very  angry,  saying,  ^'Captain  Rice,  you  area  very  stubborn 
man,  and  that  I  (Mr.  Pickrell)  must  get  my  check  marked  good." 
By  that  time  the  Jew  came  in,  who  I  never  had  seen  before.  Mr. 
Pickrell  said  to  him,  "This  is  Captain  Rice;  if  you  choose  to  have 
any  dealings  with  him  you  can  do  so,  for  my  part  I  wash  my  hands 
of  him."  1  replied,  "Mr.  Pickrell,  then  we  will  consider  our  busi- 
ness at  an  end,"  and  started  out.  He  called  me  back  and  said, 
"Captain  Rice,  what  is  it  you  want.'/  I  said,  "  I  want  you  to  go  by 
that  writing  which  you  signed  this  morning."  He  replied,  "  It  is 
not  worth  the  paper  it  is  written  on."  He  then  said,  "Are  you  will- 
ing to  put  the  charter-party  in  a  third  person's  hands?"  I  replied, 
"  Yes,  Mr.  C.  Morton  Stuart."  He  objected  and  said,  "Put  it  in 
Mr.  Hall's  hands."  I  told  him  I  would  not.  He  said,  "Don't  you 
think  he  is  an  honest  man  ?"  I  answered,  "  I  have  nothing  to  say 
about  that.  I  do  not  want  to  have  any  business  with  him.  If  you 
want  to  do  any  business  with  me  in  this  matter  you  must  go  before  a 
notary  public."  I  left.  The  Jew  followed  me  to  Mr.  Stuart's. 
After  a  good  deal  of  hesitation  he  gave  me  a  check  for  the  boat,  and 
I  retained  the  charter.  A  day  or  two  afterwards  Major  Miller  paid 
me  over  at  Washington,  and  my  transactions  here  ended.  I  left  the 
charter  with  Mr.  Stuart,  where  P.  got  it. 

Question.  How  long  did  she  remain  in  the  employment  of  the  gov- 
ernment ? 

Answer.  She  is  in  the  employment  of  the  government  now.  She 
has  been  in  Baltimore  eight  or  ten  weeks,  undergoing  repairs,  but  she 
has  gone  away. 

Question.  At  the  same  rate  as  before  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  How  large  a  boat  is  she? 

Answer.  She  is  120  tons — a  very  fine  little  boat,  sir.  She  was  at 
a  less  price,  I  think,  sir,  than  any  other  boat  he  has  got  in  the 
service. 

Question.  Is  it  understood  in  Baltimore  that  Mr.  Hall  exacts  a 
compensation  from  everybody  who  charters  a  vessel  ? 

Answer.  It  is  now,  sir,  I  believe. 

Question.  Has  it  been? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  was  prior  to  the  charter  of  our  boats. 

Question.  Prior  to  what  time  ? 

Answer.  About  February,  1862.  In  fact,  I  had  no  business  with 
Mr.  Hall  at  all.  I  did  not  know  much  about  him.  I  do  not  know 
what  others  might  have  known.    I  never  had  had  any  business  with 
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him,  except  on  one  or  two  occasions.    I  thought  it  was  better  not  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  him.     He  sent  for  me  in  February. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  anything  about  Hall  before  these 
transactions  ? 

Answer.  Very  little  myself  I  knew  of  him. 

Question.  What  was  his  reputation  ? 

Answer.  His  reputation  has  been  bad. 

Question.  Has  that  always  been  his  reputation  before  these  trans- 
actions ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  has  always  been  looked  upon  as  a  man 
who,  as  the  saying  is,  ''had  an  itching  palm."  He  loved  money  and 
in  order  to  obtain  it  he  would  let  principle  go.  He  subsequently 
bought  an  old  iron  boat  called  the  Patapsco  for  $1,200 — an  old  boat 
that  had  been  thrown  away,  as  perfectly  useless,  by  the  commissioners 
for  deepening  the  harbor  of  Baltimore.  They  threw  her  away  and 
Hall  went  down  and  bought  her  last  February  or  March  for  $1,200, 
and  put  her  in  this  man  Coblens's  name,  and  chartered  her  to  the 
government  at  $80  a  day,  as  I  am  informed.  She  cannot  do  service 
enough  to  pay  for  the  fuel  she  consumes.  She  is  a  double  engine  boat 
and  was  built  for  South  America  in  1845,  I  think.  The  commis- 
sioners for  deepening  the  harbor  of  Baltimore  bought  her.  They  soon 
found  that  they  had  bought  something  of  very  little  profit  and  threw 
her  aside,  and  got  a  new  one.  She  paid  for  herself  before  the  end  of 
the  first  month.  They  had  an  old  barge  down  here  for  which  they  got 
$70  a  day.  She  was  worth  about  $300 — the  barge  Delaware.  She  at 
first  belonged  to  a  company  and  Hall  bought  her  for  $1,500,  I  think. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  it  comes  that  Mr.  Hall  had  the  charge 
of  all  this  business  in  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Question.  Is  it  understood  in  Baltimore  that  it  is  impossible  to 
charter  a  vessel  to  ffovernment  except  through  Mr.  Hall  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  that  it  was,  sir,  that  it  was  necessary  to  go 
to  Hall. 

WILLIAM  T.  RICE. 


^  Washikotok,  Sunday,  Jan.  31,  18G3. 

Akthout  Betbold,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows  : 
Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  State  your  name,  residence  and  occupation. 

Answer.  My  name  is  Anthony  Beybold  ;  my  residence,  Delaware 
city ;  my  occupation  is  farming  principally. 

Question.  Are  you  the  owner,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  any  vessels 
now  in  the  employment  of  the  United  States  government,  or  that  have 
been  in  its  employment  within  the  last  eighteen  months  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  their  names  ? 

Answer.  The  William  Whilldin,  and  the  Express — some  of  them 
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have  not  been  in  eighteen  months — a  small  one  called  the  Star ;  the 
Diamond  State,  and  the  John  Tucker,  I  own.  Then  I  am  part  owner 
in  some  others.  I  own  one-fourth  of  the  steamer  Burnside,  and  re- 
cently I  owned  one-half  of  the  Wilson  Small ;  I  own  one-ninth  of  the 
Swan  ;  she  belongs  to  a  company  of  us  in  Delaware.  She  has  been 
recently  chartered.     I  believe  that  is  all. 

Question.  Are  you  the  president  of  a  steamboat  transportation 
company  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  State  through  whom  you  effected  your  charters  to  the 
government. 

Answer.  The  first  boat  that  was  taken  was  the  Whilldin.  The 
circumstances  attending  that  were,  I  was  down  at  Baltimore,  at  the 
time  of  the  riot  there,  and  going  up  that  night  in  the  Ericson  boat, 
all  things  were  in  excitement. 

Question.  State  through  whom  you  effected  your  charters. 
Answer.  I  want  to  mention  this,  as  it  is  the  starting  point.  That 
riot  there  in  Baltimore  was  on  the  ll9th  of  April.  The  next  day,  on 
arriving  at  Philadelphia,  I  was  met  by  a  gentleman  named  Huddell, 
who  wished  me  to  go  down  to  Captain  Leper's.  He  met  me  on  the 
boat  Reybold,  and  wanted  me  to  go  down  to  Captain  Leper's.  Well, 
I  went  down  to  Captain  Loper's  office,  and  he  told  me  the  govern- 
ment wanted  the  Whilldin. 

Question.  And  you  chartered  her  to  him  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  asked  him  what  price  they  would  pay  for  the 
Whilldin.  He  said  he  did  not  know,  but  they  must  take  her.  They 
took  the  boat.  She  was  then  pretty  near  loaded,  going  down  on  her 
regular  route,  and  we  had  to  unload  her. 

Question.  Tlhey  took  her  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  any  charter-party  signed  ? 

Answer.  It  was,  some  three  or  four  weeks — 

Question.  Please  answer  me,  and  we  will  get  on  faster.  Was  any 
charter-party  signed  for  her  ? 

Answer.  There  was,  some  three  or  four  weeks  afterwards. 

Question.  Signed  by  whom  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  signed  by  Captain  Loper  ;  I  am  not  certain. 

Question.  Who  determined  the  amount  that  should  be  paid — you 
and  Loper  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Who  effected  the  other  charters  ? 

Answer.  The  next  taken  was  the  Express ;  and  that  was  through 
Mr.  Tucker. 

Question.  What  was  the  next  boat  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  next  boat  in  order  was  the  Star ;  I  am  not 
certain. 

Question.  Who  was  that  through  ? 

Answer.  Captain  Loper  mentioned  to  me  about  her.  She  was  only 
chartered  for  a  short  time. 

Question.  What  was  the  next  one  ? 

Answer.  The  next  one  was  the  Diamohd  State. 
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Question.  Who  was  that  through  ? 

Answer.  Captain  Loper  mentioned  to  me  about  her,  though  that 
was  in  Mr.  Tucker's  office  with  Captain  Hodges,  quartermaster  in 
New  York.    It  was  in  Mr.  Tucker's  office. 

Question.  What  other  one  ? 

Answer.  The  next  was  the  John  Tucker. 

Question.  Who  chartered  her? 

Answer.  Well,  Mr.  John  Tucker. 

Question.  What  one  was  next  ? 

Answer.  The  next  boat  was  the  Wilson  Small,  I  think. 

Question.  Who  did  you  effect  that  charter  through  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  charter  her;  Mr.  Needham,  of  Baltimore,  did  it. 

Question.  Did  he  effect  it  through  A.  C.  Hall  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  it  was  at  Alexandria ;  but  I  am  not 
certain. 

Question.  What  was  the  next  one  ? 

Answer.  The  next  boat,  it  strikes  me,  was  the  Pocahontas.  I  had 
not  anything  to  do  with  the  charter  of  her  in  any  shape.  I  just 
owned  one-fourth  of  her. 

Question.  What  was  the  next  one  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  is  all. 

Question.  Are  those  all  that  you  are  interested  in  ? 

Answer.  Those  and  the  Swan. 

Question.  Who  chartered  her  ? 

Answer.  I  think  Mr.  Taggard  effected  the  charter,  though  my 
brother  Barney  is  the  president  of  the  company. 

Question.  Is  the  Whilldin  still  in  the  employment  of  the  govern- 
ment? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  pay  Captain  Loper  for  his  trouble? 
What  was  his  brokerage  on  the  charter-party  of  the  Whilldin  ? 

Answer.  I  paid  Captain  Loper  five  per  cent,  for  collecting  the 
money  that  the  boats  earned. 

Question.  That  was  from  the  time  she  first  went,  and  as  long  as 
she  has  been  in  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.   Is  that  the  full  amount  you  have  paid  ? 

Answer.   Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  paid  anything  for  advances,  or  anything  of 
any  description  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  paid  five  per  cent,  all  the  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  she  been  in  the  employment  of  the  government  since 
April,  1861? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  she  has  lost  some  time  for  repairs. 

Question.  How  much  has  she  been  getting  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  the  first  month,  or  two  months,  she  got 
$175,  and  then  they  cut  her  down  to  $160,  and  that  is  all  she  has  b^n 
getting  per  day. 

Question.   Upon  that  Captain  Loper  has  received  five  per  cent.  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  no  more  ? 

Answer.  No  more. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  pay  him  on  the  Express  ? 

Answer,  Five  per  cent. 

Question.  Is  she  still  in  the  employment  of  the  government? 

Answer.  Yes^  sir;  she  is  down  at  Fortress  Monroe. 

Question.  Has  she  been  in  since  Aprils  1861  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  so  long. 

Question.  How  much  is  she  getting? 

Answer,  $176  per  day.  The  Whilldin  was  the  first  boat,  and  the 
Express  did  not  get  in  until  some  time,  I  think,  in  June  or  July. 

Question.  Whatever  has  been  paid  on  the  Express,  five  per  cent,  of 
it  has  gone  to  Captain  Loper  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  paid  that  to  Captain  Loper  for  collecting;  I 
could  not  get  it. 

Question.  That  was  the  whole  amount  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  did  you  pay  him  on  the  Star? 

Answer.  I  paid  him  five  per  cent,  on  that. 

Question.  How  much  are  you  receiving  on  the  Star  ? 

Answer.  $110. 

Question.  Is  the  Diamond  State  still  in  the  government  employ- 
ment? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  When  I  first  chartered  her  to  government  to 
go  on  that  expedition  that  Captain  Hodges  got  up  in  New  York,  (I 
think  it  was  General  McClellan's  expedition,)  she  was  then  quite  a 
small  boat.  I  have  since  cut  her  up  and  refitted  her,  and  sold  one- 
third  to  Captain  Loper,  and  since  then  he  has  charged  no  commis- 
sion.    He  owns  one- third  of  the  Diamond  State. 

Question.  Did  Captain  Loper  buy  her  while  she  was  chartered  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  bought  her  while  she  was  out  of  charter. 

Question.  She  has  been  chartered  since  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  chartered  her  himself? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  suppose  he  did. 

Question.  What  is  the  Diamond  State  getting  now  ? 

Answer.  $200  a  day.     She  is  running  to  North  Carolina. 

Question.  The  John  Tucker — how  much  did  you  pay  Captain  Lo- 
per on  her  ? 

Answer.  Five  per  cent.     Her  charter  was  through  Mr.  Tucker. 

Question.  What  do  you  receive  for  her  ? 

Answer.  |300  a  day,  sir. 

Question.  On  whatever  you  have  received  on  the  John  Tucker, 
since  she  has  been  in  the  employment  of  the  government,  you  paid 
Mr.  Loper  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  the  Wilson  Small  still  in  the  employment  of  the  gov- 
erment  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  how  much  ?  r^  T 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


372  TESTIMONY. 

Answer.  At  |200  a  day. 

Question.  Does  five  per  cent,  of  that  go  to  Loper? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  that. 

Question.  Who  did  you  pay  the  commission  to  ? 

Answer.  We  did  not  pay  anything  on  her. 

Question.  How  is  that  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Needham,  of  Baltimore,,  transacted  that  business.  I 
did  not  have  anything  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  Did  he  not  pay  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

Question.  Are  you  certain  of  that  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  he  does.  At  least,  he  has  not  charged  any 
that  I  have  seen  in  the  account ;  but  I  pay  Mr.  Needham ;  in  other 
business  he  is  an  agent  for  me.  I  have  been  paying  him  at  the  rate 
of  one  thousand  a  year,  and  I  suppose  my  part  of  the  trouble  in  that 
is  included  in  this  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  The  Burnside  ? 

Answer.  She  has  no  commission. 

Question.  Who  chartered  her? 

Answer.  Well,  Mr.  Loper  has  one-fourth  of  her,  and  I  have  one- 
fourth. 

Question.  When  did  Loper  set  his  interest  in  her? 

Answer.  We  built  her  together — four  of  us.     I  own  one-fourth. 

Question.  What  is  the  amount  of  her  charter-party  ? 

Answer.  Three  hundred  dollars  a  day. 

Question.  How  much  are  you  paying  for  the  Swan  ? 

Answer.  He  does  not  charge  anything.  He  owns  one-third  of  the 
Swan. 

Question.  What  are  you  getting  per  day  for  her  ? 

Answer.  Two  hundred  dollars.  The  Swan  was  chartered  through 
Mr.  Taggard.     He  is  one  of  the  owners. 

Question.  Then,  of  those  seven  vessels,  there  are  four  on  which  you 
pay  the  commission  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  receipts  upon  the  Whill- 
din  amount  to  $150  per  day,  the  Express  $176,  the  Star  $110,  and  the 
John  Tucker  $300,  amounting  in  all  to  $736  per  day ;  and  upon  the 
earnings  of  all  those  vessels  you  pay  Captain  Loper  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  on  the  Small,  for  which  you  receive  $200  a  day,  you 
pay  no  commission  ? 

Answer.  No  commission,  sir. 

Question.  I  also  understand  you  to  say  that  for  the  Diamond  State, 
of  which  you  own  two-thirds  and  Captain  Loper  one-third,  the  Burn- 
side,  of  which  you  own  one-fourth  and  Captain  Loper  one-fourth,  and 
the  Swan,  of  which  you  own  one-ninth  and  Captain  Loper  one-third, 
you  receive  in  the  aggregate  $700  a  day  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  upon  those  you  pay  no  commission  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  pay  no  commission  to  Captain  Loper  on  those 
he  has  an  interest  in. 
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Qnestion.  Tour  receipts  must  be  about  $1,200  a  day  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  quite ;  about  |1,100  a  day. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  paid  Loper  any  more  than  five  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Captain  Loper  knew  nothing  at  all  about  the 
charter  of  the  Tucker.  He  was  in  Stonington.  The  man  I  purchased 
her  of  in  New  York,  told  me  the  government  offered  him  $500  a  day 
for  her.  I  don't  know  anything  about  that,  whether  it  was  so  or  not 
^-only  he  said  so.  After  I  bought  her,  I  insisted  on  that  much  a  day 
for  her ;  but  Mr.  Tucker  said  he  would  not  recommend  the  govern- 
ment to  pay  that — that  he  would  not  recommend  the  government  to 
pay  over  $300  a  day  for  her.  I  felt  that  it  was  rather  too  low  for  a 
Doat  of  her  class.  After  the  things  were  all  fixed  and  settled,  I  men- 
tioned then  to  Mr.  Tucker  that  I  was  going  to  let  Captain  Loper  col- 
lect her  charter,  as  he  collected  ours ;  that  it  was  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  to  me,  and  I  could  not  attend  to  it.  I  didn't  understand  it, 
and  as  he  had  collected  the  others,  I  would  pay  him  to  collect  that. 
He  said,  ^^  Very  well."  I  did  not  say  a  word  to  Captain  Loper  about 
her  charter  until  after  he  came  home  from  Stonington.  I  then  asked 
him  if  he  would  take  it.  Frequently  along  during  the  season,  the 
boats  were  behind  considerably  in  their  payments,  and  I  wanted 
money,  and  I  went  to  Captain  Lqper,  and  he  agreed  to  advance  me 
money.  He  advanced  me  once  as  high  as  $16,000  on  the  charters. 
This  paying  five  per  cent,  is  all  voluntary  on  my  part.  Captain  Lo- 
per offered  to  give  it  up  three  or  four  months  after  the  boats  were 
chartered.  I  told  him  I  would  rather  let  him  do  it.  My  principal 
business  is  farming. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  he  offer  to  give  it  up  ? 

Answer.  About  three  or  four  months  aft^er  the  first  boats  were 
chartered — before  I  owned  the  Tucker. 

Question.  At  what  time  was  that  ? 

Answer.  I  should  safely  say,  it  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  three 
months  after  the  Express  was  chartered.  She  was  not  chartered 
until  after  the  Whilldin. 

Question.  Of  whom  did  you  buy  the  Express  ? 

Answer.  My  father  and  brothers  first  bought  her  of  Mr.  Drew,  of 
New  York, 

Question.  Is  she  a  good  boat  ? 

Answer.  A  first-rate  boat. 

Question.  What  did  she  cost  ? 

Answer.  It  is  a  very  hard  matter  to  tell.  She  has  been  overhauled, 
and  cut  in  two,  and  lengthened,  and  rebuilt.  I  suppose  you  could 
not  buy  a  boat  of  her  class,  and  as  strong  as  she  is^  under  $50,000  in 
New  York. 

Question. .  What  amount  of  repairs  have  you  put  on  her  ? 

Answer.  In  the  spring,  just  when  this  rebellion  broke  out,  I  put 
$18,000  on  her.  She  is  comparatively  a  new  boat.  She  can  go  up 
and  down  Chesapeake  bay  where  any  boats  can  go — any  bay  boats.  I 
do  not  rank  her  with  river  boats. 
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Monday,  February  9,  1863. 
James  N.  Mulleb,  sr.,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows : 

Examined  by  the  chairman. 

Question.  Do  you  live  in  Baltimore  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there? 

Answer.  About  62  years. 

Question.  What  is  or  has  been  your  business  ? 

Answer.  My  business  has  been  ship-building  formerly. 

Question.  What  office  do  you  now  hold  ? 

Answer.  Supervising  inspector  of  steamboats  for  the  third  district. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  steamer  Louisiana  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  owns  the  Louisiana  ? 

Answer.  The  Louisiana  is  owned  by  the  Norfolk  Bay-line  Steam- 
ship Company. 

Question.  Who  is  the  agent  of  the  company  ? 

Answer.  I  think  Colonel  Falls  is  the  president. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  her  being  employed  by  government  ? 

Answer.  I  think  she  was  recently  chartered,  sir. 

Question.  When  was  she  chartered  ? 

Answer.  It  strikes  me  it  was  last  week. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  her  having  been  employed  by  the  gov- 
ernment before  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  she  was. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  chartered  her? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Where  was  she  built,  and  how  old  is  she? 

Answer.   She  is  advancing  in  years.     She  was  built  in  Baltimore. 

Question.  Do  you  know  in  what  year  she  was  built  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know;  but  I  presume  she  is  some  15  years  or  so 
of  age. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  was  her  cost  at  the  time  she  was 
built? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  your  estimate  of  her  value  ? 

Answer.  She  has  been  kept  in  pretty  good  order,  and  at  this  time 
is  in  pretty  good  order.  She  has  gone  through  considerable  repdrs 
recently. 

Question.  Where? 

Answer.  At  Baltimore. 

Question.    By  whom  ? 

Answer.  Murray  &  Began,  and  another  firm. 

Question.   Are  you  a  ship-builder  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  a  ship-yard  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  have  transferred  all  my  interest  to  my  son  and 
his  partner.  / 
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Question.  Was  the  Louisiana  repaired  at  the  yard  you  formerly 
owned? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  paid  for  the  repairs  upon  her? 

Answer.  I  presume  the  owners  paid  for  the  repairs. 

Question.  What  is  your  estimate  of  her  value  a  year  ago? 

Answer.  I  should  judge  that  $30,000  ought  to  be  about  a  fair  esti- 
mate. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  connexion  a  man  named  Jacob  Brant 
had  with  her. 

Answer.  Mr.  Brant  is  the  agent  of  theold  line — the  Bichmond  Steam- 
packet  Company.  Whether  that  has  been  merged  into  an  association 
with  this  other  company  I  am  not  prepared  to  say.  He  is  the  agent 
of  another  company. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  received  the  commissions  upon  the 
Louisiana  for  chartering  her  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  My  business  is  in  inspecting,  examining,  and 
surveying  these  vessels. 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  the  Metamora  was  repaired  ? 

Answer.  She  was  repaired  in  Baltimore  at  Mr.  Faray's  ship-yard. 

Question.  Do  you  know  about  the  repairs  put  upon  her  ? 

Answer.  They  were  pretty  extensive. 

Question.  What  was  done? 

Answer.  Well,  she  was  calked  and  refastened  considerably,  and 
the  joiners'  work  was  repaired;  the  machinery  was  put  in  order.  She 
came  there  considerably  disabled. 

Question.  In  what  respect  ? 

Answer.  I  think  she  had  been  run  ashore,  and  damaged  her  bottom. 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  she  was  run  ashore  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Somewhere  down  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort 
Monroe.  She  was  engaged  down  in  that  vicinity  when  she  came  from 
that  way  to  Baltimore. 

Question.  Was  she  injured  otherwise  than  in  her  bottom? 

Answer.  Her  wood-work  and  machinery  were  both  injured. 

Question.  Her  upper  works  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  would  running  ashore  affect  her  wood-work  above? 

Answer.  Sometimes  it  starts  the  side  planks — the  deck  beams.  The 
vessel  gets  across  a  bar,  and  the  waves  cause  her  to  be  twisted. 

Question.  How  mucn  was  the  Metamora  worth? 

Answer.  She  was  not  worth  more  than  from  $20,000  to  $25,000. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  barge  Delaware? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  her  value? 

Answer.  She  was  a  large  barge. 

Question.  What  was  her  value  a  year  ago,  before  she  was  repaired 
by  the  government? 

Answer.  I  reckon  she  could  have  been  bought  for  $1,000  to  $1,200. 

Question.  What  would  be  a  reasonable  compensation  for  the  use  of 
such  a  barge  ? 

Answer.  These  barges,'  I  think,  were  getting  ten  to  twelve  dollars 
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Qnestion.  Was  that  a  fair  price,  or  too  mucli  ? 
Answer.  Well,  sir,  if  the  owners  had  to  furnish  the  hands  and  feed 
them,  I  don't  think  it  was  out  of  the  way. 

Qnestion.  Did  the  owners  furnish  the  nands  ? 

Answer.  I  helieve  they  did.  I  think  that  was  the  way  most  of  the 
charters  ran,  that  the  owners  furnished  the  hands. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  steam-tug  Patapsco  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  her  when  she  was  bought  by  A.  0.  Hall  ? 

Answer.  I  have  known  her  for  some  years  past. 

Question.  What  was  she  worth  when  Mr.  Hall  bought  her? 

Answer.  I  reckon  not  more  than  $5,000  or  $6,000. 

Question.  Was  she  worth  that  much? 

Answer.  Well,  this  war  has  created  a  great  demand  for  steam* 
boats. 

Question.  But  what  was  she  worth  a  year  ago  ? 

Answer.  Four  or  five  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  Has  this  war  created  a  demand  for  such  a  boat  as  the 
Patapsco  ? 

Answer.  For  everything  that  is  using  steam,  I  believe. 

Question.  Was  she  in  use? 

Answer.  She  was  used  as  a  tug-boat — towing  vessels  into  the  harbor 
and  out,  and  down  the  river.  I  believe  she  was  made  serviceable  in 
that  way. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  services  she  rendered? 

Answer.  Nothing  further  than  I  saw  her  moving  about  frequently 
in  the  harbor,  towing. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  steamer  Telegraph  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  her  value  ? 

Answer.  She  was  rebuilt  last  year. 

Question.  What  was  her  value  before  she  was  rebuilt? 

Answer.  Before  she  was  rebuilt  I  think  she  was  sold  for  some  two 
thousand  dollars,  or  thereabouts. 

Question.  Was  she  rebuilt  before  going  into  the  government  em- 
ployment? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  just  about  the  time.  She  went  in  immediately 
after  she  was  rebuilt,  I  think. 

Question.  Had  she  not  been  in  government  employment  before  that? 

Answer.  Very  little,  if  any. 

Question.  What  kind  of  vessel  is  she  since  she  was  rebuilt? 

Answer.  I  believe  she  is  a  very  good  vessel. 

Question.  How  much  is  she  worth  ? 

Answer.  Eight  or  ten  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  Baltimore? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  is  she  worth  ? 

Answer.  About  the  same  as  the  Louisiana ;  perhaps  there  is  $5,000 
difference.  She  is  a  regular  steamship— a  sea-going  vessel,  adapted 
to  go  outside. 

Question.  What  do  you  place  her  at  ?  r^  T 
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Answer.  $25,000.  I  said  $30,000  for  tlie  Louisiana.  I  think  there 
is  ahout  $6,000  difference. 

Question.  Is  the  Louisiana  a  sea-going  boat  ? 
.  Answer.  She  is  not  adapted  to  it  like  the  Baltimore,  but  she  has 
been  outside  down  at  Beaufort,  and,  I  believe,  at  Port  Royal ;  but  she 
is  a  flat  boat,  and  the  other  is  sharp-built,  especially  to  run  on  the 
ocean  in  the  Havana  trade.  The  Louisiana  was  built  for  the  Chesa- 
peake bay  trade. 

Question.  Have  you  chartered  any  vessels  at  Baltimore? 

Answer.  No,  sir.     I  have  nothing  to  do  with  that,  sir. 

Question.  Has  anybody  chartered  any  vessels  up  there  except 
through  Hall  ?  ^ 

Answer.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  anybody  chartering  vessels,  or  is  it  un- 
derstood that  nobody  can  charter  any,  except  through  Mr.  Hall? 

Answer.  I  think  that  anybody  can  go,  if  they  have  vessels,  and  charter 
them  to  Colonel  Belger,  or  down  here.  I  don't  think  there  is  any 
kind  of  prohibition  or  restraint.  Men  have  come  to  me  and  said, 
'^  We  have  a  steamboat,  and  want  to  charter  her."  I  said,  ''  Go  to 
Colonel  Belger." 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  Colonel  Belger  to  charter  one  from 
one  of  those  men  without  a  commission  being  paid  to  Hall  ? 

Question.  Well,  I  don't  know  that  I  am  prepared  to  say,  sir.  I 
don't  think  that  I  know  of  any. 

Question.  Is  it  understood  in  Baltimore  that  no  one  can  or  has  been 
able  to  charter  a  vessel  except  through  the  agency  of  A.  C.  Hall  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  there  is  an  impression  of  that  kind,  but  I  don't 
know  whether  that  is  truly  founded. 

Question.  You  can  only  say  that  you  do  not  know  of  any  vessel  that 
has  been  chartered  except  through  the  agency  of  A.  C.  Hall  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  all. 

Question.  You  have  heard  complaints,  I  suppose,  of  the  fact  that 
parties  have  gone  to  Colonel  Belger  to  charter  vessels,  and  have  been 
refused,  except  the  application  was  made  through  Hall? 

Answer.  I  heard  a  complaint  something  like  that  made  in  Colonel 
Belger's  office.  I  heard  him  repeat  that  such  a  complaint  had  been 
made  to  some  parties,  and  he  asked  them  if  they  had  heard  anything 
of  the  kind,  and  they  said,  no. 

Question.  Have  you  not  heard  it  outside  of  Colonel  Belger's  office 
very  frequently  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  there  is  something  of  that,  I  believe.  They 
think  there  is  a  little  kind  of  favor  shown. 

Question.  Is  it  not  the  general  understanding  that  all  vessels  have 
to  be  chartered  through  Hall  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  know,  also,  that  things  are  said  against  Major 
Belger  that  are  false.  I  have  heard  men  say  he  was  drunk  at  such  a 
time,  when  I  had  seen  him  that  very  day  a  sober  man.  People  say 
these  things. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  commissions  Hall  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  charging  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
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QueBtion.  Are  you  muck  acquainted  with  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  my  relations  with  him  are  not  intimate. 

Question.  How  long  has  he  lived  there? 

Answer.  He  has  been  there  a  long  time. 

Question.  What  was  his  general  character  before  he  embarked  in 
this  business  ? 

Answer.  He  was  president,  for  some  years,  of  the  Parker  Vane 
Steamship  Company,  from  New  York,  or  the  superintendent.  He 
acted  in  that  capacity  for  some  time.  I  think  he  was  injured  some- 
how by  speculation. 

Question.  What  was  his  general  reputation  among  business  men  in 
Baltimore  before  he  engaged  in  this  business  ? 

Answer.  Well,  he  was  said  to  be  a  pretty  shrewd  man. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  ' 'shrewd?"  Was  his  reputation 
£air  and  above  reproach  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  heard  some  complaints  against  him,  and 
others  s^oke  very  favorably  of  him. 

Question.  What  was  his  general  reputation  ?  You  can  save  me 
from  putting  so  many  questions  by  answering  at  once. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  his  reputation  was  not  as  good  as  it  ought  to 
be.  It  was  not  so  very  favorable  in  some  respects,  though,  I  must 
say,  I  never  heard  of  his  doing  any  man  a  wrong,  or  taking  advan- 
tage of  any  man. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  steam-tug  Lioness  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir — a  tow-boat. 

Question.  What  was  her  value  a  year  and  a  half  ago  ? 

Answer.  I  think  those  boats  could  have  been  bought  for  from 
$4,000  to  |5,000. 

Question.  What  would  be  a  fair  price  for  the  use  of  such  a  vessel 
per  day,  chartered  for  a  month,  with  the  privilege  of  continuing  her? 

Answer.  Some  of  those  boats  were  getting  as  high  as  $30  or  $40 
a  day. 

Question.  Was  that  before  the  war  had  begun  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  would  agree  to  go  down  to  the  capes  and 
tow  vessels  up,  and,  perhaps,  be  gone  two  or  three  days. 

Question.  Was  that  ^  fair  price? 

Answer.  That  was  about  what  they  could  get. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  Cecil  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  her  value  ? 

Answer.  The  Cecil  was  sold  for  some  $7,000  or  $8,000,  I  think. 

Question .  By  whom  ? 

Answer.  By  Captain  Bice. 

Question.  It  was  $5,000? 

Answer.  It  may  have  been. 

Question.  What  would  have  been  a  fair  price  for  the  Cecil  per  day 
at  the  time  she  was  chartered  ? 

Answer.  Well,  the  boats  of  her  class  were  getting  from  $70  to  $80 
a  day  from  the  government. 

Question.  That  is  not  the  question.     I  asked  you  what  would  be  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TESTIMONY.  379 

fair  price  per  day  for  such  a  vessel  chartered  by  the  month,  with  the 
option  to  the  government  of  continuing  her  in  the  public  service. 

Answer.  I  suppose  you  know  what  Captain  Bice  got.  He  com- 
plained very  much  to  me  about  it,  and  said  the  government  screwed 
him  down  very  close — I  think  it  was  something  like  |76  or  |80 ; 
that  he  could  not  make  any  money  by  it ;  that  his  vessel  was  being 
damaged  very  much,  and  that  it  would  not  pay  him,  taking  into  ac- 
count the  expenses. 

Question.  When  did  he  tell  you  this  ? 

Answer.  He  told  me  so  whilst  she  was  in  the  service,  I  suppose  a 
year  ago--sometime  in  the  early  part  of  last  year.  I  fell  in  with  him 
down  at  Fort  Monroe,  and  she  was  lying  about  down  there  at  the 
time. 
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Correspondence  of  the  committee  not  elsewhere  printed, 

Sblbgt  Gommittbb  Room, 
United  States  Senate,  Washington,  January  20,  1863. 
Dbar  Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  select  committee  of  the  Senate  appointed 
in  poraoance  of  the  resolutionB  of  December  22  and  23,  1862,  to  request  yon  to 
fiiniiBh  for  their  use  a  list  of  all  vessels  chartered  or  employed  by,  through,  or, 
under  you,  stating  their  tonnage,  the  time  when  chartered  and  when  discharged, 
of  whom  and  through  yrhoin,  chartered,  at  what  rate  per  day,  month,  or  other- 
wise, specifically  designating  what  vessels  chartered  by  you,  or  through  you, 
are  now  in  the  government  employ,  and  that  you  will  bring  such  statement  down 
to  the  present  time,  and  lay  it  before  the  committee  in  person. 
V  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  GRIMES, 

Chairman  Select  Committee. 
Colonel  Jambs  Bbloer, 

Quartermaster's  Department, 

Baltimore,  Maryland, 


Select  Committee  Room, 
United  States  Senate,  Washington,  January  29,  1863. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  select  committee  of  the  Senate  appointed 
in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  of  December  22  and  23,  1862,  to  request  yon  to 
furnish  them  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  you  addressed  to  General  M.  G.  Meigs 
in  reply  to  a  communication  from  him  on  the  subject  of  the  monopoly  enjoyed 
by  Amasa  C.  Hall  in  the  chartering  of  transports  in  your  department 
Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  GRIMES, 

Chairman. 
Colonel  Jambs  Bblgbr, 

Quartermaster,  Baltimore,  Maryland, 


Select  Committee  Room, 
United  States  Senate,  Washington,  February  3,  1863. 

Dear  Sir  :  Referring  to  vour  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  Januaiy 
27,  1863,  of  vessels  repaired  at  Baltimore  under  your  direction,  the  select  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  of  December  22 
and  23,  1862,  direct  me  to  inquire  of  you  whether  any  of  the  vessels  so  repaired 
were  paid  for  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  the  time  they  were  undergoing  repairs, 
on  their  charter-parties ;  and  if  so,  what  vessels  were  so  paid. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Colonel  James  Belger, 

Quartermaster,  Baltimore,  Maryland 


J.  W.  GRIMES, 

Chairman. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TESTIMONY.  381 


Select  Committee  Boom, 
United  States  Senate,  Washington,  February  4,  1863. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  select  committee  of  the  Senate  appointed 
in  pnisuance  of  the  resolntions  of  December  22  and  23, 1862,  to  inquire  whether 
any  vessels  repaired' at  Baltimore,  Maryland,  under  direction  of  Colonel  James 
Belger,  quartermaster,  and  whose  repairs  were  paid  for  by  Colonel  Belger,  were 
also  paid  in  their  charter-parties  for  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  the  time  they 
were  undergoing  such  repairs.  I  am  directed  to  inquire  in  particular  whether 
the  steamers  Baltimore,  Cossack,  Eagle,  £dwin  Forrest,  and  Star,  the  bark 
Voltiguer  and  the  barge  Delaware,  were  so  paid  while  undergoing  repairs. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  GBIMES, 

Chairman, 
General  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster  Oeneral,  United  States  Army. 


Washington,  December  23,  1862. 
Sir  :  By  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  adopted  this  morning,  the  scope  of  inquiry 
to  be  pursued  by  the  select  committee  appointed  yesterday  to  investigate  the 
subject  of  chartering  of  transports  for  the  Banks  expedition  was  greatly  en- 
larged. It  becomes  now  important  for  us  to  know  the  number  and  names  of  all 
vessels  that  have  been  chartered  or  employed  bv  the  War  Department,  or  by 
any  army  officer,  when  chartered  and  employed,  oy  whom  owned  or  controlled, 
for  what  purpose  and  for  what  period  of  time,  by  what  agent  or  officer  of  the 
government,  for  what  price,  and  what  per  centum  was  paid  to  or  received  by 
such  agent  or  officer,  or  by  their  associates,  whether  from  the  government  or 
ftom  the  owners  or  agents  of  such  transports. 

The  committee  will  be  pleased  to  receive  this  information  at  the  earliest  hour 
practicable. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  GRIMES, 

Chairman, 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War, 
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S7th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  J  Rep.  Com. 

3d  Session.       j  (    No.  85. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


FiBEUABT  10,  1863.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  FosTEB,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT.  ' 

The  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  vhis  referred  the  petition  of  Beheoca 
A.  Oorrell,  widow  of  Isaac  GorreU,  with  the  accompanying  papers, 
beg  leave  to  report : 

That  the  petition  is  dated  at  Washington,  D.  C,  December  21,  1858, 
and  is  signed  Rebecca  A.  Correll,  by  Bowen  &  Herrick,  her  attor- 
neys ;  that  the  said  petition  was  presented  to  the  Senate  January  4, 
1859,  and  there  was  a  report  in  her  favor,  Februay  20,  1860,  and  a  bill 
granting  her  relief  passed  the  Senate  April  6,  1860,  which  was  sent 
to  the  House  of  Representatives.  It  was  again  referred  to  this 
committee  near  the  close  of  the  last  session.  It  now  appears,  from 
additional  evidence,  that  the  petitioner,  Rebecca  A.  Correll,  died  on 
or  about  the  3d  day  of  August,  1854,  more  than  four  years  before 
the  date  of  the  petition.  It  furthers  appears,  from  the  evidence 
before  the  committee,  that  the  only  surviving  children  of  the  de- 
ceased Isaac  and  Rebecca  Correll  are  Netty  B.  Correll,  born  April 
13,  1843,  and  Amos  K.  Correll,  born  April  27,  1845.  As  the  youngest 
of  these  children  is  more  than  sixteen  years  of  age,  they  would  not 
be  entitled  to  a  pension,  even  if  their  father  had  died  of  disease  con- 
tracted in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  line  of  his  duty. 
It  further  appears,  from  the  papers  before  the  committee,  that  when 
the  case  was  originally  before  "the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  it  was 
rejected  by  him  on  the  ground  that  the  deceased  was  not  entitled  to 
a  pension — the  disease  of  which  he  died  not  having  been  contracted 
in  the  line  of  his  duty. 

Under  the  very  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  case,  as  above  set  forth, 
the  committee  ask  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration. 
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37th  Congress,  1  SENATE.  (  Rep.  Com. 

3d  Session.      J  «    No.  86. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Fbbruaby  10,  1863. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Foster,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT. 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  No.  514.] 

The  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  loas  referred  the  petition  af  Eliza- 
beth M.  Baxter,  widow  of  Lieutenant  Robert  Baxter,  beg  leave  to  re- 
port: 

That  it  appears  that  said  Robert  Baxter  received  a  commission 
from  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Minnesota  for  the  office  of  second 
lieutenant  in  the  tenth  regiment  of  Minnesota  volunteers  on  the  14th 
day  of  August,  1862;  that  on  the  22d  day  of  August,  1862,  he  marched 
to  the  frontier  to  repel  the  attacks  of  the  Sioux  Indians,  and  on  the 
2d  day  of  September  following  was  killed  instantly  in  battle  with  the 
Indians. 

Owing  to  the  necessity  of  moving  at  once  he  had  not  been  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  which  is  the  only  thing 
which  prevents  the  petitioner  from  being  entitled  to  relief  under  the 
general  law. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  the 
relief  prayed  for,  and  report  the  accompanying  bill,  and  recommend 
that  it  do  pass. 
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37th  Conobess,  )  SENATE.  j  Bep.  Ook. 

3d  Session,     f  (     No.  87. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


IteBUABt  13, 1883.— Oideted  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Wise,  from  tHe  Committee  on  Territories,  submitted  the  following 

KEPORT. 

The  Committee  an  TerrUoriee^  to  whomtms  re/erred  the  resolution  of  th 
Senate  </  the  16th  of  January^  in  regard  to  the  suppreeaion  of  the  pub- 
lioation  of  the  meeaage  of  fhe  governor  of  tiie  Territory  of  Vlahj  have 
had  the  same  under  consideration  and  beg  leave  to  report: 

On  the  16th  of  January  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  adopted 
the  following  resolution: 

Besdved^  That  the  Oommittee  on  Territories  be  instmcted  to  in- 
quire and  report  whether  the  publication  of  the-  message  of  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  Territory  of  Utah  to  the  territorial  legislature  has  been 
suppressed,  and  if  so,  by  what  causes,  and  what  was  the  message. 

In  jpursuance  of  the  instruction  contained  in  this  resolution,  your 
committee  have  the  honor  to  report  that  they  have  collected  all  the 
facts,  and  taken  all  the  testimony  within  their  reach,  the  substance 
of  whichf  together  with  a  copy  of  the  message,  is  herewith  presented. 

These  sources  of  information  disclose  the  fact  that  the  customs 
which  have  prevailed  in  all  our  other  Territories  in  the  government 
of  public  affairs  have  had  but  little  toleration  in  the  Territory  of 
Utah;  but  in  their  stead  there  appears  to  be,  overriding  all  other 
influences,  a  sort  of  Jewish  theocracy,  graduated  to  the  condition  of 
that  Territory. 

This  theocracy,  having  a  supreme  head  who  governs  and  guides 
every  affair  of  importance  in  the  church,  and  practically  in  the  Ter- 
ritory, is  the  only  real  power  acknowledged  here,  and  to  the  ex- 
tension of  whose  interests  every  person  in  the  Territory  must  directly 
or  indirectly  conduce. 

Contrary  to  the  usages  of  the  whole  country,  the  affairs  of  this 
Territory^  are  managed  through  church  instrumentalities,  and  no 
measure  is  permittea  to  succeed  in  the  Territory  which  will,  for  one 
moment,  conflict  with  the  interests  of  the  church  ;  in  other  words, 
we  have  here  the  first  exhibition  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States  of  a  church  ruling  the  State. 
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Information  of  the  most  reliable  character  convinces  yonr  committee 
that  it  is  not  only  not  popular  to  express  any  views  antagonistic  to 
either  the  laws  or  practices  of  the  church  in  this  Territory,  but  that 
such  expression  very  soon  places  the  maker  of  it  in  the  embarrassing 
position  of  being  considered  H  heretic,  with  a  strong  probability  of 
being  treated  accordingly. 

It  is  one  of  the  commonly  received  and  commonly  taught  dogmas 
of  the  Mormon  church  that  every  one  who  does  not  belong  to  that 
church  is  a  gentile,  and  all  gentiles  are  enemies,  and  of  course,  under 
church  rule,  should  be  treated  as  such. 

Another  opinion — ^the  subject  of  both  public  and  private  teaching — 
is  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  not  and  ought  not  to 
stand.  They  make .  a  difference  between  the  Constitution  and  the 
government  of  the  United  States  ;  to  the  Constitution  they  claim  to 
be  very  loyal,  but  to  the  government  they  owe  no  particular  alle- 
giance. 

Although  claiming  to  have  population  enough  to  entitle  them  to  be 
admitted  as  a  State  into  the  Union,  they  have  but  one  paper  published 
in  the  Territory,  thus  plainly  showing  an  inexplicable  desire  to  know 
nothing  of  what  is  going  on  in  the  world,  or  else  a  desire  to  avoid  free 
discussion.  It  is  the  first  instance  in  the  history  of  our  country  in 
which  so  large  a  population  has  been  satisfied  with  one  paper. 

This  paper  is  the  organ  of  the  church,  for,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
leaders  in  that  church,  it  is  necessary  that  the  church  should  have  a 
mouth-piece,  even  if  there  should  be  no  free  discussion;  and  to  sup- 
pose that  anything  will  be  published  in  this  church  organ  reflecting 
in  the  most  remote  degree  on  any  custom  or  law  of  the  place  is  non- 
sense. Because  the  governor,  in  his  message,  has  animadverted  upon 
some  of  the  customs  of  the  Mormons,  and  has  recommended  that  steps 
be  taken  to  Americanize  the  same,  he  has  given  offence,  and  has  had 
his  message  suppressed. 

Polygamy  of  the  most  unlimited  character,  sanctioning  the  cohabi- 
tation of  a  man  with  the  mother  and  her  daughters  indiscriminately, 
is  not  the  only  un-American  thing  among  them. 

Their  system  of  voting,  to  which  the  governor  has  called  attention 
in  his  message,  is  directly  subversive  of  that  freedom  which  ought  to 
be  the  pride  of  every  citizen  of  the  United  States  when  he  casts  his 
vote.  Why  is  it  that  in  this  Territory  alone  a  man  cannot  deposit 
his  ballot  without  first  having  his  ballot  numbered  and  his  name  writ- 
ten on  it  ? 

This  custom  is  unknown  to  any  other  Territory  in  the  United  States, 
and  is  almost  as  un-American  as  poligamy  itself. 

If  the  minds  who  control  the  movements  of  the  ''Latter  Day 
Saints,"  as  the  Mormons  call  themselves,  wish  to  have  everything 
their  own  way  ;  if  they  wish  to  keep  down  discussion,  and  to  make 
men  vote  just  as  they  please;  if  they  wish  to  make  all  men  Mormons 
and  force  them  to  remain  as  such,  or  else  leave  the  Territory  they 
need  not  alter  one  custom  or  law  among  them  to  realize  these  wishes. 

The  governor,  in  part  of  his  message,  calls  the  attention  of  the 
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legislatare  to  the  fact  that  there  is  uot  one  statute  on  their  statute 
books  protecting  or  regulating  the  marriage  relation.  There  must  be 
so  little  value  attached  to  that  bond  of  civilization  that  it  is  not  con- 
sidered worth  a  statutory  enactment,  or  else  the  people  in  that  Terri- 
tory have  so  far  departed  from  the  usual  short-comings  of  human 
nature,  that  they  need  no  protection  to  that  condition  of  life. 

If  the  men  in  this  Territory  wish  to  keep  the  women  there  from 
having  any  legal  redress  at  the  hands  of  their  so-called  husbands, 
they  can  do  so  just  as  long  as  they  have  no  statutes  directing  and 
protecting  the  interests  growing  out  of  the  marriage  relation.  In 
other  Territories  the  responsibilities  of  marriage  are  well  defined  ; 
why  are  they  not  so  in  this? 

The  message,  on  examination,  is  found  to  contain  nothing  that 
should  give  o£fence  to  any  legislature  willing  to  be  governed  by  the 
laws  of  morality. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee  that  the  message  is  an  able  ex- 
position of  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  people  in  that  Territory, 
and,  as  such,  brought  down  the  censure  of  the  leaders  of  the  Mormon 
church,  and,  were  it  not  for  the  animadversions  therein  contained,  it 
would  not  have  been  suppressed. 

Your  committee  can  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  distributed 
among  the  people  there,  and  they  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved^  That  one  thousand  copies  of  the  message  of  the  governor 
of  Utah  to  the  territorial  legislature  be  printed  and  sent  to  the  gover- 
nor for  distribution. 
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37th  Conoress,  )  SENATE.  j  Rep.  Com. 

3d  Sessioiu       \  1     No.  88. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


FniBUABT  IS/  1863.->Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  DoOLiTTLE  made  the  following 

REPORT. 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  No.  498.] 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  having  been  instructed  by  the  Senate 
to  inquire  what  further  legislation,  if  any,  is  required  to  carr  into 
effect  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  toith  Great  Britain,  of  August  9, 
1842,  submit  the  following  report: 

The  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washington,  concluded  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  on  the  9th  of  August,  1842,  is 
in  the  following  words: 

"  All  grants  of  lands  heretofore  made  bj  either  party  within  the  limits  of  the 
territory  which  by  this  treaty  falls  within  the  dominions  of  the  other  party, 
shall  be  held  valid,  ratified,  and  confirmed  to  the  persons  in  possession  under 
such  grants,  to  the  same  extent  as  if  such  territory  had  by  this  treaty  fallen 
within  the  dominions  of  the  party  by  whom  such  grants  were  made ;  and  all 
equitable  possessory  claims  arising  from  a  possession  and  improvement  of  any 
lot  or  parcel  of  land  by  the  person  actually  in  possession,  or  by  those  under 
whom  such  person  claims,  for  more  than  six  years  before  the  date  of  this  treaty, 
shall  in  like  manner  be  deemed  valid,  and  be  confirmed  and  quieted  by  a  release 
to  the  person  entitled  thereto  of  the  title  to  such  lot  or  parcel  of  land  so  de- 
scribed as  best  to  include  the  improvements  made  thereon ;  and  in  all  other  re- 
spects the  two  contracting  parties  agree  to  deal  upon  the  most  liberal  principles 
of  equity  with  the  settlers  actually  dwelling  upon  the  territory  falling  to  them, 
respectively,  which  has  heretofore  been  in  dispute  between  them." 

So  far  as  the  United  States  are  concerned,  the  foregoing  article  is 
an  agreement  on  their  part  to  respect  the  possessions  of  all  persons 
found  at  the  date  of  the  treaty  upon  that  part  of  the  before  disputed 
territory  which  fell  to  Maine  by  the  new  line  of  boundary.  The  ex- 
tent to  which  such  possessions  nre  to  be  respected  is  accurately 
defined. 

All  persons  in  possession  under  grants  are  to  have  their  grants 
fully  confirmed  according  to  their  terms. 

All  persons  holding  by  mere  possession,  if  their  possession  dates 
six  year«  or  more  prior  to  the  treaty,  are  to  hold  their  lands  run  out 
by  metes  and  bounds  so  as  to  cover  their  improvements,  and  they  are 
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to  be  *  *  confirmed  and  quieted  by  a  release  to  the  person  entitled 
thereto  of  the  title  to  such  lot  or  parcel  of  land." 

All  persons  holding  by  mere  possession,  if  their  possession  did  not 
commence  six  years  prior  to  the  treaty,  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
the  following  stipulation:  **And  in  all  other  respects  the  two  con- 
^  tracting  parties  agree  to  deal  upon  the  most  liberal  principles  of 
equity  with  the  settlers  actually  dwelling  upon  the  territory  falling 
to  them,  respectively,  which  has  heretofore  been  in  dispute  between 
them.'' 

It  appears  that  in  1843  the  States  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts  in- 
stituted a  joint  commission  to  examine  the  claims  of  persons  entitled 
to  be  confirmed  in  their  grants  and  possessions,  and  authorized  deeds 
of  release  to  be  made  to  the  persons  found  to  be  thus  entitled.  The 
ownership  of  nearly  all  the  lands  in  the  before  disputed  territory  was 
then  jointly  in  those  two  States,  The  operations  of  the  commission 
instituted  in  1843  were  principally  confined  to  the  settlements  of  the 
Madawaska  French,  which  were  ancient  and  well  known.  It  soon 
became  apparent,  however,  that  a  large  number  of  cases  of  claims 
entitled  to  be  quieted  existed,  and  which  had  escaped  attention  by 
being  scattered  over  a  great  territory  little  accessible  by  roads,  and 
of  which  not  much  was  known  in  Maine  until  some  years  after  the 
possession  of  it  was  recovered  by  the  treaty.  Accordingly,  in  1854, 
Maine,  having  become  in  the  meantime  the  owner  of  all  the  lands  by 
a  purchase  of  the  half  belonging  to  Massachusetts,  instituted  a  new 
commission  to  ascertain  and  report  all  the  cases  of  possessory  rights 
which  had  escaped  the  attention  of  the  commission  instituted  in  1843. 

The  first  commission  reported  as  entitled  to  be  confirmed  53,822 
acres,  and  this  was  done  by  deeds  from  Maine  and  Massachusetts, 
who  were  the  owners  of  the  land.  Of  this  land,  52,300  acres  were 
the  joint  property  of  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  and  1,521  acres  were 
the  separate  property  of  Maine. 

The  second  commission  reported  as  entitled  to  be  confirmed  63,454 
acres  of  land  belonging  to  the  State  of  Maine,  and  8,107  acres  be- 
longing to  private  proprietors  in  the  Eaton  grant  and  in  the  Plymouth 
township. 

By  an  act  of  the  present  Congress,  passed  at  the  first  session,  the 
persons  in  possession  of  these  8, 107  acres  of  land  in  the  Eaton  grant 
and  in  the  Plymouth  township  have  been  quieted.  This  act  made 
an  appropriation,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per  acre,  to  induce  the 
private  proprietors  to  execute  the  ^  *  releases  to  the  persons  entitled 
thereto,"  which  the  United  States  are  under  treaty  obligations  to 
procure. 

As  to  the  63,454  acres  of  the  lands  of  Maine,  now  in  the  occupancy 
of  persons  entitled  to  be  quieted  in  their  possessions,  Maine  has  indi- 
cated her  willingness  to  quiet  them  by  the  necessary  releases  of  title, 
upon  receiving  from  the  United  States  an  adequate  compensation  ioT 
these  lands,  and  for  the  lands  conveyed  under  the  report  of  the  com- 
mission instituted  in  1843. 

And  the  call  is  now  made  upon  the  United  States  to  execute  the 
fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washington,  by  making  such  an  appro- 
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priation  of  money  in  payment  for  the  lands  of  Massachusetts  and 
Maine  falling  within  the  purview  of  the  article  as  will  compensate 
their  fair  value,  and  thus  justify  Maine  in  executing  the  releases  of 
title  which  are  stipulated  by  the  treaty. 

The  duties  of  the  United  States  under  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Washington  have  been  acknowedged  not  only  by  the  passage 
of  the  law  to  quiet  titles  in  the  Baton  grant  and  in  the  Plymouth 
township,  but  by  the  payment  to  Maine  and  Massachusetts  of  the  ex- 
penses of  the  commissions  before  referred  to,  as  instituted  in  1843 
and  1854. 

The  suggestion  may,  perhaps,  be  made,  that  Maine  and  Massachu- 
setts have  already  been  paid  for  the  lands  taken  from  them  by  the 
fourth  article,  but  this  suggestion  will  not  bear  examination. 

By  the  new  line  of  boundary  fixed  by  the  treaty  Maine  lost  5,012 
square  miles,  or  3,207,680  acres,  of  the  jurisdiction  and  soil  of  terri- 
tory to  which  her  title  had  been  declared  indisputable  by  the  federal 
government.  The  consideration  received  by  Maine  and  Massachu- 
setts for  the  soil,  nothing  being  allowed  for  the  jurisdiction  sur- 
rendered, was  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  And  it  abundantly 
appears  that  this  payment  was  proposed  for  their  assent  to  the  new 
line  of  boundar}'  and  the  consequent  loss  of  territory  north  of  the 
river  St.  John,  and  not  as  the  price  of  lands  which  they  might  lose 
under  the  fourth  article.  This  payment  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Web- 
ster as  the  consideration  of  their  assent  to  the  treaty,  when  it  did 
not  contain  the  provision  now  contained  in  the  fourth  article. 

In  a  letter  to  the  commissioners  of  those  States,  of  July  15,  1842, 
Mr.  Webster  says : 

'*  Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  I  am  authorized  to  say  that  i£ 
the  commissioners  of  the  two  States  assent  to  the  line  as  described  in  the  accom- 
panying paper,  the  United  States  will  undertake  to  pay  to  these  States  the  sum 
of  $250,000,  to  be  divided  between  them  in  equal  moieties ;  and,  also,  to  under- 
take for  the  settlement  and  payment  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  these  States 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  civil  posse,  and  also  for  a  survey  which  it  was  found 
necessary  to  make.  The  line  as  suggested,  with  the  campensations  and  equiva- 
lents, which  have  been  stated,  is  now  submitted  for  your  consideration." 

The  pecuniary  equivalents  proposed  were  for  the  assent  of  Maine 
and  Massachusetts  to  a  new  line  of  boundary.  The  **  accompanying 
paper"  referred  to  by  Mr.  Webster  did  not  contain  the  provision  set 
out  in  the  fourth  article.  That  was  added  as  one  of  the  conditions  of 
the  assent  of  Maine. 

In  the  acceptance  (July  20,  1842)  of  Mr.  Webster's  proposition  by 
the  commissioners  of  Massachusetts  the  following  language  is  used  : 

"  The  State  of  Massachusetts,  through  her  commissioners,  hereby  relinquishes 
to  the  United  States  her  interest  in  the  lands  which  will  he  excluded  from  the 
dominion  of  the  United  States  by  the  establishment  of  the  boundary  aforesaid y 

The  treaty  itself,  in  the  fifth  article,  defines  with  precision  for 
what  the  sum  of  $300,000  was  paid  to  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  in 
the  following  language : 
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"  The  goyemment  of  the  United  States  agreeing  with  the  States  of  Maine 
and  Massachusetts  to  pay  them  the  further  sum  of  $300,000,  in  equal  moieties, 
an  account  of  their  assent  to  the  line  of  boundary  described  in  this  treaty,  and 
in  consideration  of  the  conditions  and  equivalents  received  therefor  from  the  gav^ 
emment  of  her  Britanic  Majesty  V 

The  treaty  of  Washington,  so  far  as  boundaries  were  concerned,  wa««, 
in  fact,  an  exchange  of  territory  in  Maine  for  territory  added  to  New 
Hampshire,  Vermont,  and  New  York,  and  for  territory  acquired  by 
the  United  States  in  the  northwest,  while  the  $300,000  paid  to  Maine 
and  Massachusetts  was  the  assumed  value  of  these  territorial  advan- 
tages obtained  elsewhere  at  the  expense  of  Maine.  This  is  so  expressly 
stated  in  the  treaty  itself,  but  will  be  illustrated  by  some  reference 
to  the  correspondence  which  preceded  it. 

In  his  note  of  June  21,  1842,  to  Mr.  Webster,  Lord  Ashburtou  says: 

*•  It  may  be  well  at  the  same  time  to  state  my  views  respecting  the  adjoining 
boundary  of  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Vennont,  and  New  York,  because 
they  made  part  of  the  reference  to  the  King  of  Netherlands,  and  were,  indeed, 
the  only  part  of  the  subject  in  dispute  upon  which  a  distinct  decision  was  given. 

'*  The  question  here  at  issue  between  the  two  countries  was  as  to  the  correct 
determination  of  the  parallel  of  latitude,  and  the  true  source  of  the  Connecticut 
river.  Upon  both  these  points  decisions  were  pronounced  in  favor  of  Great 
Britain.  *  *  1  am  nevertheless  disposed  to  surrender  the  whole  of  this  case, 
if  we  should  succeed  in  settling,  as  proposed^  the  boundary  of  Maine'' 

In  their  note,  of  June  29,  1842,  to  Mr.  Webster,  the  Maine  commis- 
sioners ^ay: 

**  It  appears,  by  his  (Lord  Ashburton's)  communication  to  you,  that  his  lord- 
ship proposes  to  yield  the  disputed  territory  claimed  by  New  Hampshire  at 
the  sources  of  the  Connecticut  river;  the  strip  of  disputed  territory,  embracing 
Rouse's  Point,  on  Lake  Champlain,  north  of  the  same  jiarallel,  in  the  possession 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  notwithstanding  they  have  been  decided  by  the  ar- 
biter to  belong  of  right  to  Great  Britain. 

"  Now,  the  undersigned  are  fully  aware  of  the  importance  of  having  all  those 
difficulties  in  regard  to  boundaries  amicably  adjusted,  and  that  it  is  highly  de- 
sirable to  have  them  so  adjusted,  and  to  the  particular  States  interested  to  be 
confirmed  and  quieted  in  their  respective  limits  and  possessions.  But  it  cannot 
have  escaped  your  attention  that  all  this  is  proposed  to  be  done  partly  at  the  ex- 
pense of  Massachusetts,  but  principally  at  the  expense  of  Maine." 

In  his  note  of  July  8,  1842,  to  Lord  Ashburton,  Mr.  Webster  says: 

"  Your  lordship  intimates  that,  as  a  part  of  the  general  arrangement  of  bounda- 
ries, England  would  be  willing  to  surrender  to  the  United  Statas  Rouse's  Point, 
and  all  the  territory  heretofore  supposed  to  be  within  the  boundaries  of  New 
Hampshire,  Vermont,  and  New  York,  but  which  a  correct  ascertainment  of  the 
forty-fifth  parallel  of  north  latitude  shows  to  be  included  within  the  British  line. 
This  concession  is,  no  doubt,  of  some  value.  If  made,  its  benefits  would  inuie 
partly  to  those  three  States  and  partly  to  the  United  States,  and  none  of  it  to 
the  particular  interests  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts.  If  regarded,  therefore,  as 
a  part  of  the  equivalent  for  the  manner  of  adjusting  the  northeastern  boundary » 
the  two  last  States  would  perhaps  expect  that  the  vidue,  if  it  could  be  ascertained, 
should  be  paid  to  them." 
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In  Itis  letter  of  July  15,  1842,  to  the  Maine  romiuissioDers,  Mr. 
Webster,  after  reciting  the  cessions  offered  by  Great  Britain  to  New 
Hampshire,  Vermont,  and  New  York,  says  : 

"  It  is  probable,  also,  that  the  disputed  line  of  boundary  in  Lake  Superior 
might  be  so  adjusted  as  to  leave  a  disputed  island  within  the  United  States. 

"These  cessions  on  the  part  of  England  would  inure  partly  to  the  benefit  of 
the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  and  New  York,  but  principally  to  the 
United  States.  The  consideration  on  the  part  of  England,  for  making  them, 
would  be  the  manner  agreed  upon  for  adjusting  the  eastern  boundary.  The 
price  of  the  cession,  therefore ,  whatever  it  might  be,  would  in  fairness  belong  to 
the  two  States  interested  in  the  manner  of  that  adjustment,** 

In  his  message  of  August  11,  1842,  communicating  the  treaty  of 
Washington  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  President  Tyler  says  : 

"  Connected  with  the  settlement  of  the  line  of  the  northeastern  boundary,  so 
far  as  it  respects  the  States  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  is  the  continuation  of 
that  line  along  the  highlands  to  the  north  westernmost  head  of  Connecticut  river. 
Which  of  the  sources  of  that  stream  is  entitled  to  that  character  has  been  mat- 
ter of  controversy  and  of  some  interest  to  the  State  of  New  Hampshire.  The 
King  of  the  Netherlands  decided  the  main  branch  to  be  the  northwestern- 
most  head  of  the  Connecticut.  This  did  not  satisfy  the  claim  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. The  line  agreed  to  in  the  present  treaty  follows  the  highlands  to  the 
head  of  Hall's  stream,  and  thence  down  that  river,  embracing  the  whole  claim 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  estiiblishing  her  title  to  100,000  acres  of  territory  more 
than  she  would  have  had  by  the  decision  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands. 

"  By  the  treaty  of  1783,  the  line  is  to  proceed  down  the  Connecticut  river  to 
the  45th  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  thence  west  by  that  parallel  till  it  strikes 
the  St.  Lawrence.  Recent, examinations  having  ascertained  that  the  line  here- 
tofore received  as  the  true  line  of  latitude  between  those  points  was  erroneous, 
and  that  the  correction  of  this  error  would  not  only  leave  on  the  British  side  a 
considerable  tract  of  territory  heretofore  supposed  to  belong  to  the  States  of 
Vermont  and  New  York,  but  also  Rouse's  Point,  the  site  of  a  military  work  of 
the  United  States,  it  has  been  regarded  as  an  object  of  importance,  not  only  to 
establish  the  right  and  jurisdiction  of  those  States  up  to  the  line  to  which  they 
have  been  considered  to  extend,  but  also  to  comprehend  Rouse's  Point  within 
the  territory  of  the  United  States.  The  relinquishment  by  the  British  govern- 
ment of  all  the  territory  south  of  the  line  heretofore  considered  to  be  the  true 
line  has  been  obtained,  and  the  consideration  of  this  relinquishment  is  to  inure, 
by  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  to  the  State  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts" 

President  Tyler  notices  also  the  acquisition  by  this  treaty  of 
** Sugar  island,  or  St.  George's  island,  lying  in  St.  Mary's  river,  on 
the  water  communication  between  Lakes  Huron  and  Superior,''  and 
observes,  in  respect  to  this  island,  that  *'both  from  soil  and  position 
it  is  regarded  as  of  much  value. '' 

He  notices,  also,  that  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods 
the  British  commission  under  the  treaty  of  Ghent  had  ' '  insisted  on 
proceeding  to  Pond  du  Lac,  at  the  southwest  angle  of  the  lake,  and 
thence,  by  the  river  St.  Louis,  to  the  Rainy  lake,''  whereas,  by  the 
treaty  of  Washington,  the  line  starts  from  Lake  Superior,  at  the 
mouth  of  Pigeon  river.  Upon  the  additional  territory  thereby  con- 
firmed to  the  United  States  President  Tyler  observes  : 

'*  The  region  of  country  on  and  near  the  shore  of  the  lake,  between  Pigeon 
river»  on  the  north,  and  Fond  du  Lac  and  the  river  St.  Louis,  on  the  south  and 
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west,  considered  valuable  as  a  mineral  region,  is  thus  included  in  the  United 
States.  It  embraces  a  territory  of  four  millions  of  acres  northward  of  the  claim 
set  up  by  the  British  commission  under  the  treaty  of  Ghent." 

It  thus  abundantly  appears  that  the  $300,000  stipulated  by  the  fifth 
article  of  the  treaty  to  be  paid  to  Maine  and  Massachusetts  had  no 
reference  to  the  lands  lost  by  them  under  the  fourth  article,  but  was 
solely  for  their  assent  to  a  new  line  of  boundary,  and  their  consequent 
loss  of  territory  north  of  the  St.  John's  river.  And  it  also  appears 
that  this  sum  was  not  paid  to  them  either  as  a  gratuity  or  even  as  an 
indemnity  for  their  loss  of  territory,  but  as  the  assumed  value  of  the 
cession  obtained  for  it  elsewhere  by  the  United  States  of  territory, 
undoubtedly  British,  on  the  north  of  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  and 
New  York,  and  of  the  settlement  in  favor  of  the  United  States  of  dis- 
puted points  in  respect  to  a  valuable  island  in  the  St.  Mary's  river, 
and  to  the  boundary  line  west  of  Lake  Superior.  The  liberality  and 
patriotism  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts  in  yielding  so  much  for  the 
national  good,  for  a  competisation  so  inadequate,  well  deserved  the 
following  acknowledgment  in  the  message  of  President  Tyler  of 
August  11,  1842: 

'*  Ordinarily,  it  would  be  no  easy  task  to  reconcile  and  bring  together  such  a 
variety  of  interests  in  a  matter  in  itself  difficult  and  perplexing ;  but  the  efforts 
of  the  government  in  attempting  to  accomplish  this  desirable  object  have  been 
seconded  and  sustained  by  a  spirit  of  accommodation  and  conciliation  on  the 
part  of  the  States  interested,  to  which  much  of  the  success  of  these  efforts  is  to  he 
ascribed,*' 

Upon  the  whole  case,  the  committee  believfe  that  the  United  States 
are  under  obligations  to  quiet  the  settlers  upon  the  public  lands  of 
Massachusetts  and  Maine,  under  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Washington,  by  procuring  for  them  releases  of  the  titles  to  their  lots, 
and  that  for  this  purpose  an  appropriation  should  be  made  equal  to 
the  fair  value  of  these  lots. 

In  1852  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  of  the  Senate  reported 
that  this  fair  value  would  be  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  acre. — 
(Senate  Reports,  No.  361,  32d  Congress,  2d  session.) 

An  agent  of  the  United  States,  who  visited  the  Eaton  grant  and 
Plymouth  township,  under  authority  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  the 
Senate  on  the  18th  of  July,  1856,  reported  as  his  own  opinion,  which 
is  confirmed  by  the  evidences  accompanying  his  report,  that  the  value, 
in  a  state  of  nature,  of  the  lots  taken  by  settlers  in  those  tracts,  was 
two  dollars  per  acre. 

It  is  not  probable  that  the  value  of  the  lots  taken  by  settlers  in 
those  tracts  exceeds  the  average  value  of  the  lots  taken  by  them  upon 
the  lands  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts.  They  are  all  selected  and 
choice  lots,  in  a  region  of  great  fertility. 

The  committee,  however,  have  reason  to  suppose  that  under  the 
difiiculties  of  the  times  an  appropriation  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  the  minimum  price  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States,  will  be  sufficient  to  obtain  the  releases  of  title  which 
the  United  States  are  bound  to  procure. 

The  committee  have  also  considered  it  expedient  toyequire  as  a 
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condition  that  Maine  shall  assume  to  qniet  any  further  rights  of  set- 
tlers under  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washington  which 
may  hereafter  be  discovered  to  exist. 

It  appears  from  the  testimony  taken  by  the  agent  of  the  United 
States,  appointed  under  the  Senate  resolution  of  July  18,  1856,  that 
the  prosperity  of  the  late  disputed  territory  in  Maine  has  been  con- 
siderably retarded  by  the  delays,  already  long,  which  have  occurred 
in  quieting  the  titles  of  settlers.  This  agent  says,  in  his  report,  that 
'*the  value  of  the  improvements  has  not  materially  increased  since 
the  making  of  the  treaty,  and  the  reason  assigned  for  the  absence  of 
improvements  is  the  uncertain  tenure  by  which  they  hold  their  lands.'' 

The  treaty  of  Washington  having  been  concluded  in  1842,  and  the 
final  ascertainment  of  possessory  rights  under  the  fourth  article  having 
been  made  in  1854,  the  committee  believe  that  the  dutyof  the  United 
States  in  the  premises  should  be  discharged  without  further  delay  ; 
and  therefore  report  the  accompanying  bill. 
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37th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  (  Rep.  Com. 

3d  Session.      \  1    No.  89. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Febbuart  14,  1863.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflfairs  and  the  Militia, 
submitted  the  following 

REPORT. 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia^  to  tohom  tms  referred 
the  petition  of  Dr,  William  T,  G.  Morton^  asking  cfympensationfor  the 
discovery  and  gift  to  his  country  and  mankind  of  the  application  of 
ethereal  vapor  as  a  safe  and  practical  ancesthesia,  or  pain-svbduing 
o/gent,  have  had.  the  same  under  consideralion^  and  report : 

That  at  the  time  of  the  alleged  discovery,  in  1846,  and  for  a  long 
and  indefinite  period  prior  thereto,  means  had  been  sought,  and  some- 
times with  success,  to  relieve  and  even  to  destroy  pain  in  surgical 
operations.  For  this  purpose  opium,  Indian  hemp,  mesmerism,  and 
nitrous  oxide  gas  and  alcohol  were  used,  and  all  in  their  turn  aban- 
doned, except  that  opium  in  many  cases,  and  mesmerism  in  a  few, 
still  continued  to  be  used  with  partial  and  imperfect  success.  But  at 
that  time  there  was  not  any  safe  and  certain  means  of  producing 
anaesthesia  known  to  and  used  by  the  medical  profession. 

That  in  the  years  1844,  1845,  and  1846,  the  petitioner  was  exten- 
sively engaged  in  the  practice  of  dentistry  in  the  city  of  Boston  ; 
that  he  was  at  the  same  time  a  student  in  the  medical  college  of  that 
city,  and  attendant  on  the  clinical  lectures  in  the  general  hospital, 
and  obtained  his  degree  at  the  Washington  University,  Maryland. 
In  his  private  practice  and  at  the  hospital  he  witnessed  much  human 
suflFering,  and  in  the  clinical  lectures  the  means  of  relieving  it  were 
considered  and  discussed,  and  Doctor  Morton  assisted  in  testing  the 
efficacy  of  such  as  were  tried  in  the  medical  class  of  which  he  was  a 
member.  Thus  the  status  of  science  on  that  subject  became  well  known 
to  him — ^as  well  what  it  had  accomplished  as  what  it  lacked.  Every- 
thing, indeed,  had  been  abandoned  by  the  learned  professors  and 
surgeons  in  that  hospital,  except  the  use  of  opium  in  a  few  specific 
cases.  It  was  deemed  probable  that  there  was  something  in  nature 
which  would  produce  certain,  safe,  and  perfect  anaesthesia,  but  it  was 
also  certain  that  it  had  not  yet  been  discovered.  The  petitioner  was 
thus  led  to  investigation  and  experiment.  The  effect  of  ether  when 
applied  to  the  part,  in  relieving  the  pain  of  an  aching  tooth  to  which 
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he  applied  it  in  1844,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  nse  of  its  vapor  in 
college  experiments,  suggested  the  idea  to  him  that  the  vapor  of 
ether  might  furnish  the  much-desired  and  long-sought  preventive  of 
pain.  Accordingly,  during  the  summer  of  1844  he  tried  experiments 
on  animals,  and  continued  the  investigation  until  he  succeeded,  in 
rendering  himself  entirely  unconscious  by  an  experiment  on  himself 
in  1846,  and  became  satisfied  that  it  might  be  used  with  safety.  He 
endeavored  to  prevail  on  his  students  to  submit  to  the  experiments, 
but  they  having  heard  accounts  of  its  occasional  fatal  effects  in  col- 
lege experiments,  refused  to  inhale  it  to  the  extent  he  desired. 
Chance  at  length  throw  in  his  '^  ay  the  means  of  trying  and  standing 
by  and  witnessing  its  eflPect  on  a  human  being,  who  was  undisturbed 
by  any  preconceived  opinions,  whether  hopes  or  fears. 

On  the  30th  of  September,  1846,  a  strong,  robust  man  came  into 
his  office  and  asked  to  have  a  tooth  extracted,  and  as  he  was  unwil- 
ling to  suffer  pain,  desired  to  be  mesmerized.  He  was  told  that  there 
was  a  better  preventive,  and  he  consented  to  have  it  applied.  Doc- 
tor Morton  administered  the  vapor  of  sulphuric  ether,  and  the  tooth 
was  extracted  without  any  expression,  and,  as  the  patient  declared, 
without  any  sensation,  of  pain,  and  without  any  injurious  consequence. 
Doctor  Morton  made  numerous  other  successful  experiments,  which 
satisfied  him  of  its  safety  and  efficacy.  It  was  almost  immediately  in- 
troduced into  the  medical  hospital,  at  Doctor  Morton's  request,  where, 
with  a  short  interruption  within  the  first  month,  it  has  been  since  con- 
stantly used  with  entire  success.  Having  verified  his  discovery,  he 
applied  for  and  obtained  a  patent  under  the  great  seal  of  the  United 
States.  This  was  determined  on  as  the  best  means  of  publicly  veri- 
fying his  right  to  the  discovery,  and  of  keeping  this  new  and  mysteri- 
ous agent  out  of  unskilful  hands  ;  but  in  order  to  extend  its  benefits 
to  the  utmost  limits  of  safety,  he  at  once  gave  free  permission  of  its 
use  to  all  public  institutions  which  Doctor  Warren,  senior  sur- 
geon of  the  medical  hospital  of  Boston,  saw  fit  to  name.  He  also 
invited  all  reliable  members  of  the  medical  faculty  to  receive  instruc- 
tions and  join  in  testing  its  value.  All  of  those  who  now  contest  his 
right  knew  of  his  intended  application  before  it  was  made,  and,  so 
knowing,  approved  it.  The  specification,  which  the  granting  words  of 
the  patent  cover,  declares  a  preference  for  **the  vapor  of  sulphuric 
ether  to  those  of  muriatic  or  other  kinds  of  ether, ' '  but  adds  that  *  *  any 
such  may  be  employed  which  will  properly  produce  the  state  of  in- 
sensibility, without  any  injurious  consequences  to  the  patient. ' '  This, 
of  course,  includes  chloric  ether,  or  chloric  ether  concentrated  into 
chloroform.  The  sulphuric  ether  was  preferred,  because  it  is  equally 
efficient  and  much  more  safe  than  chloric  ether  or  chloroform. 

This  patent,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  ought  to  put  forever 
at  rest,  between  the  United  States  and  the  petitioner,  and  between  all 
who  knew  and  approved  of  the  application  for  the  patent  and  the  pe- 
titioner, all  question  as  to  the  right  of  discovery  of  the  thing  patented. 
But,  independently  of  this,  there  is  ample  evidence  in  the  papers  ac- 
companying this  report  that  the  petitioner  was  the  first  and  original 
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discoverer  of  the  vapor  of  ether  as  a  safe  and  practical  anaesthetic 
agent. 

It  is  further  shown,  by  evidence  satisfactory  to  your  committee,  that 
the  discovery  was  a  source  and  cause  not  of  profit  or  emolument  to 
Dr.  Morton,  but  of  labor,  anxiety,  and  heavy  and  ruinous  expense 
and  loss.  The  anaesthetic  agent  was  assailed.  It  whs  represented  as 
ruinous  to  the  human  constitution,  and  often  fatal  to  life.  The  public 
were  warned  against  its  use,  and  Dr.  Morton  devoted  years  of  his  life^ 
his  patrimony,  all  the  earnings  of  his  past  life,  and  all  his  credit, 
to  put  down  and  disabuse  the  public  of  the  falsehood  thus  industri- 
ously circulated  to  its  prejudice.  He  and  a  few  generous  friends  who 
came  to  his  aid  alone  strove  with  the  tide  which  set  so  strongly  against 
the  discovery.  Neither  of  those  who  now  contest  his  right  lifted  a 
finger  to  aid,  until  he  finally  prevailed,  but  assailed  it.  The  vapor 
of  ether  as  an  anaesthetic  agent  was  acknowledged,  and  received  and 
used  throughout  the  civilized  world.  It  was  used  in  all  the  hospitals 
of  the  United  States,  and  by  all  the  surgeons  in  the  army  and  navy 
of  the  United  States.  Thus  the  Executive  of  the  United  States 
seized  and  used  this  discovery  without  license  or  reward,  and  regard- 
less of  its  own  patent — an  example  which  the  multitude  readily  fol- 
lowed, though  the  patent  had  kept  the  discovery  out  of  the  hands  of 
quacks  until  it  had  been  fully  and  fairly  tested.  But  this  brought  no 
relief  to  the  discoverer;  and  every  quack  and  pretender,  wheresoever 
they  practiced,  following  the  example  of  the  United  States  authorities, 
used  the  pain-destroying  agent,  without  regard  to  the  rights  of  the 
patentee.  Dr.  Morton  then  determined  to  apply  to  his  country  for 
compensation  and  redress. 

From  1849  to  1854,  inclusive,  two  reports  were  made  by  commit- 
tees of  the  House,  affirming  the  right  of  Dr.  Morton,  and  recommend- 
ing compensation.  They  are  elaborate  and  carefully  considered  re- 
ports, founded  upon  a  great  mass  of  testimony,  taken  as  well  by  Dr^ 
Morton  to  support  his  claim  as  by  the  several  contestants  to  destroy 
it;  and  after  carefully  considering  and  weighing  the  testimony  and 
the  acts  of  the  severaJ  parties  at  the  time  of  the  discovery,  and  im- 
mediately subsequent  thereto,  they  reported  in  favor  of  his  claim, 
and  recommended  compensation;  and  they  reported  bills,  which  were^ 
buried  and  lost  in  the  mass  of  unfinished  business. 

Two  committees  of  the  Senate — the  Committees  on  Military  and 
Naval  AflFairs — concurred  in  the  reports  of  the  committee  of  the  House. 
A  bill  granting  relief  generally  to  the  discoverer  passed  the  Senate 
in  1853,  and  again  in  1864.  One  of  these  shared  the  fate  of  the  House 
biJls — ^buried  like  them  in  the  mass  of  unfinished  business.  The  other 
was  rejected  in  the  confusion  of  a  midnight  session. 

Worn  out,  and  hopeless  of  the  action  of  Congress,  Dr.  Morton  me- 
morialized the  President  of  the  United  States,  praying  him  to  give 
compensation  for  the  use  of  the  ancMthesia^  the  poUented  article,  or  to 
cease  to  use  it  in  the  army  and  navy.  The  President  received  the 
application,  and  was  about  to  order  a  just  and  liberal  compensation, 
when  the  Secretary  of  War,  Jefferson  Davis,  induced  him  to  require, 
as  a  prerequisite,  a  suit  in  one  of  the  federal  courts,  and  a  judgment 
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rthen  against  an  army  or  navy  surgeon  for  using  it.  Dr.  Morton  brought 
suit,  recovered  judgment  against  a  surgeon  of  a  marine  hospital,  and 
in  due  time,  but  after  a  change  of  administration,  produced  the  record 
^of  the  judgment,  presented  it  to  Howell  Cobb,  then  head  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  to  which  the  hospital  belonged,  who  hesitated 
/for  a  time,  and  at  last  refused,  to  carry  out  the  order  of  the  President. 
So  the  Executive  refused  compensation,  and  continued  to  use  the  dis- 
covery, as  theretofore.  This  memorial  to  the  President  was  backed 
by  the  signatures  of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  each  house  of  Con- 
gress. In  the  mean  time  the  patent  was  drawing  to  a  close,  and  Dr. 
Morton  determined  to  apply  for  an  extension,  under  the  hope  that 
Congress  or  the  Executive  would  yet  be  induced  to  recognize  and  re- 
spect his  rights  under  it  at  some  time  within  and  during  the  extended 
term;  but  the  extension  was  denied  him  because  of  some  technical 
formality  with  which  he  could  not  comply.  Your  committee,  how- 
ever, consider  his  claim  as  valid  against  the  United  States,  in  equity 
and  good  conscience,  as  it  would  have  been  if  no  such  difficulty  had 
been  interposed,  and  the  patent  had  been  extended  according  to  usual 
practice  of  the  office  in  ordinary  cases. 

Congress  having  done  nothing,  the  right  of  Dr.  Morton  to  the  dis- 
covery was  examined,  and,  after  most  careful  investigation,  vouched 
by  the  medical  and  surgical  faculties  of  Boston,  New  York,  and  Phil- 
adelphia, the  dite  of  the  profession  joined  in  attestation  of  the  great 
jnerits  of  the  discovery;  and  they  express  an  unqualified  judgment 
that  Dr.  Morton  is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  the  discovery,  and  of  per- 
fecting and  giving  it  to  the  world.  And  as  evidence  that  this  is  not 
mere  words  of  compliment,  they  vouched  their  opinion  by  a  generous 
efifort  to  procure  subscriptions  to  relieve  the  embarrassment  in  which 
Dr.  Morton  was  involved  by  his  devoted  self-sacrifice. 

The  examination  of  this  question,  and  the  consequent  judgment 
and  subscription,  originated  with  the  medical  faculty  of  Boston;  and  as 
they  had  all  the  means  derived  from  a  knowledge  of  parties,  of  wit- 
nesses, and  the  acts  of  parties  during  the  doubtful  period  of  the  dis- 
covery, when  no  man.  could  tell  whether  it  was  or  was  not  of  value, 
their  decision  may  be  properly  considered  as  the  verdict  of  a  highly 
.intelligent  jury  of  the  vicinage,  and  as  such,  your  committee  give  it 
great  weight.  And  its  value  is  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  the  faculties 
^of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  on  a  re-examination  of  the  question, 
concurred  in  this  judgment.  The  Institute  of  Prance  awarded  to  Dr. 
Morton  their  largest  gold  medal.  All  this  would  seem  conclusive, 
even  if  it  were  not,  as  your  committee  think  it  is,  fully  sustained  by 
independent  proof. 

But  the  subscriptions  procured  by  medical  and  surgical  faculties, 
liberal  though  they  were,  fall  far  short  of  a  sum  sufficient  to  indemnify 
Dr.  Morton  for  his  expenditures  of  time  and  money  in  pursuit  of  the 
discovery,  and  in  giving  it  to  the  public  under  conditions  which  woald 
command  public  confidence.  Nor  is  it  just  that  this  single  profession 
should  take  upon  itself,  by  its  extraordinary  eflforts,  the  burden  of  re- 
warding and  sustaining  a  discovery  by  which  the  nation  has  been,  and 
is  now  especially,  so  largely  benefited.    Who  shall  estimate  its  value  to 
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the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States  ?  For  what  sum  would  the 
government  now  consent  for  a  single  year,  or  even  after  a  single  battle, 
to  forego  its  use  ?  It  is  in  proof  before  us  that  Dr.  Morton  himself 
administered  his  nepeTithe  to  more  than  a  hundred  wounded  soldiers 
fresh  from  the  battle-field  of  Fredericksburg,  and  with  three  minutes 
to  the  man,  and  without  a  single  failure,  prepared  them  all  for  a  pain- 
less operation  with  the  probe  and  the  knife.  His  nepenthe  is  used  in 
all  operations  in  the  army  and  navy,  and  we  are  safe  in  saying  that 
no  sum  which  could  be  named  would  induce  the  United  States  to 
forego  its  use. 

It  was  used  for  fourteen  years,  as  far  back  as  the  Mexican  war,  and 
down  to  the  expiration  of  the  patent.  To  his  legal  right  to  indemnity 
and'  compesation  for  this,  no  one  who  regards  the  mandates  and  pro- 
hibitions of  the  Constitution  can  doubt.  The  legal  liability  of  the 
United  States  for  this  has  been  judicially  determined  in  the  suit 
above  referred  to.  This  is  independent  of  all  consideration  of  merit 
in  the  discovery.  It  is  a  legal  right;  it  is  property;  and  it  is  all  the 
property  the  petitioner  has  left  to  him.  It  has  been  taken  by  the 
United  States,  and  it  has  been  applied  to  public  use.  It  is  debt  due 
Dr.  Morton,  and  long  withheld.  He  is,  also,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
committee,  entitled  equally  to  compensation  for  its  use  to  the  present 
time,  and,  hereafter,  down  to  the  expiration  of  an  extended  patent, 
according  to  ordinary  law  and  the  usage  of  the  department;  and  he 
is  entitled,  not  in  strict  law  or,  perhaps,  in  legal  equity,  but  in  sound 
political  morality,  to  liberal  consideration  for  the  priceless  service 
which  he  has  rendered  to  his  country  and  its  people  in  every  con- 
dition of  life.  We  are  satisfied  that  Dr.  Morton  is  the  discoverer. 
We  think  him  entitled  to  liberal  compensation  and  reward,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  usages  of  this  and  other  governments  in  such  cases. 

The  only  question  as  to  this  claim  is  the  amount.  A  bill  twice 
passed  the  Senate  appropriating  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the 
discoverer.  Former  committees  and  heads  of  departments,  at  a  time 
when  there  was  not  a  tithe  of  the  evidence  that  the  use  of  the  dis- 
covery by  the  United  States  now  furnishes  of  its  value  to  the  govern- 
ment, reported  in  favor  of  and  recommended  appropriating  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  procure  the  surrender  of  Dr.  Morton's  patent. 

The  medical  faculty  say  **its  value  is  such  that,  if  it  were  only  to 
be  purchased  with  large  sums  of  money,  millions  of  dollars  would 
readily  and  properly  be  paid  by  persons  who  are  subjects  of  the  pain 
the  discovery  is  competent  to  avert  or  relieve;''  and  **  that  Dr.  Morton 
ought  to  have  a  monument  of  gold  as  high  as  Trinity  Church  steeple." 
Though  it  may  be  utterly  impossible  to  determine  the  proper 
bounds  within  which  merit  is  to  be  rewarded  in  a  case  like  the  present, 
in  which  an  humble  individual  is  the  donor  and  the  whole  nation  the 
recipient,  we  can  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  which  will  reimburse 
and  indemnify  him  for  expenses  and  sacrifices  in  bestowing  this  boon, 
and  pla<30  his  future  life  beyond  the  reach  of  poverty,  and  in  this 
manner  do  justice  to  ourselves. 

An  account  stated,  supported  by  satisfactory  evi4gJlQ§,,y9tipw^that 
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Dr.  Morton  ha^  expended  in  money,  and  time,  and  sacrifice  of  profes- 
sional business,  more  than  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  discover- 
ing, defending  the  discovery  and  his  rights  thereto,  and  perfecting  and 
giving  the  nation  this  pain-destroying  agent. 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  some  compensation  is  due, 
but  they  report  these  facts  for  the  information  of  the  Senate,  without 
any  recommendation. 

Your  committee  herewith  report,  as  an  appendix,  a  narrative  of 
the  discovery,  and  Dr.  Morton's  connexion  with  it. — (Appendix  A.) 

An  analysis  of  the  testimony  of  contestants  for  the  honor  of  the 
discovery. — (Appendix  B.) 

Extracts  from  the  reasoned  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  1 849  ;  and  extracts,  with  notes  appended, 
from  the  agreed  report  of  1852,  signed  by  a  majority  of  the  members, 
and  certified  by  the  then  clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  but 
not  presented  for  the  want  of  opportunity. — (Appendix  C.) 

Also  extracts  from  a  large  mass  of  evidence  on  which  all  the  reports 
are  mainly  founded;  the  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  medical  and  sur- 
gical associations  of  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  referred 
to  above;  an  account  stated, with  proof  of  its  approximate  correctness, 
showing  the  expenditures  in  time  and  money  of  Dr.  Morton  in  making 
and  giving  to  the  public  his  discovery; — reports  from  the  Secretaries 
of  War  and  of  the  Navy,  the  surgical  bureau,  the  surgeons  of  the 
army  and  navy,  and  members  of  the  medical  profession,  showing  the 
extent  to  which  the  nepenthe  is  used,  and  the  estimation  in  which  it  is 
held,  and  recommending  compensation; — and  a  summing-up  of  the 
abstract  question  of  discovery.  As  the  appendix  is  voluminous,  they 
have  directed  that  an  index  be  pr,epared  and  appended  to  facilitate 
its  examination. 
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APPENDIX. 


The  (Committee  on  Military  Affairs^  to  wham  wat  referred  the  memorial  o/'Dr, 
William  T.  G.  Morton,  asking  remuneration  from  Congress  for  the  discovery 
and  gift  to  his  country  and  to  mankind  of  practical  ancBsthesia,  have  had  the 
same  under  coTtsiderationt  and  report,  as  an  appendix  to  the  foregoing  report : 

That  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  just  conclusion  as  to  the  fact  of  the  discovery  and 
it«  true  value,  your  committee  examined  with  care  the  state  of  medical  and 
surgical  science  in  that  department  at  the  time  of  the  pursuit,  experiments  and 
aUeged  discovery  hy  the  petitioner,  which  was  during  the  years  1844-*45-'46 ; 
and  they  find  that  from  the  earliest  times,  and  at  all  times  within  the  historical 
period,  some  means  have  heen  known  and  used  to  deaden  or  destroy  the  sensa- 
tion of  pain  in  severe  surgical  operations,  and  in  some  cases  where  death  was 
inflicted  by  lingering  torture,  a  few  cases  taken  from  writers  of  different  periods 
will  sufficiently  establish  this  position. 

Pliny,  the  naturalist,  who  perished  in  the  destruction  of  Herculaneum  in  A.  D. 
79,  in  describing  the  plant  mandragora  says,  "It  has  a  soporific  power  on  the 
faculties  of  thoae  who  drink  it;  the  ordinary  portion  is  half  a  cup.  It  is  drank 
against  serpents,  and  before  cutting  and  puncturing,  lest  they  should  be  felt." 
When  he  speaks  of  the  plant  cruca,  called  by  us  the  rocket,  he  says  that  its  seeds, 
when  drank  in  wine  by  criminals  about  to  undergo  the  lash,  produce  a  sort  of 
callouness  or  induration  of  feeling. 

DioBCorides,  the  great  physician  of  Cilicia,  in  Asia,  states,  in  his  chapter  on  the 
mandragora : 

"  Some  boil  down  the  roots  in  wine  to  a  third  part,  and  preserve  the  juice 
thus  procured,  and  give  one  cyathus  of  it  to  cause  the  insensibility  of  those  who 
are  to  he  cut  or  cauterized.^* 

Besides  this  decoction,  he  speaks  also  of  a  wine  made  from  the  bark  of  this 
same  root,  which  was  to  be  used  for  the  same  purpose.  Speaking  of  another 
variety  of  mandragora,  called  morion,  he  observes,  "medical  men  use  it  also  for 
those  who  are  to  be  cut  or  cauterized." 

Matthiolus,  the  commentator  on  Dioscorides,  confirms  all  his  various  state- 
ments, which  are  subsequently  vouched  for  by  Dodoneous,  who  states  that 
"wine,  in  which  the  roots  of  mandragora  have  been  steeped,  brings  on  sleep, 
and  appeases  all  pains ;  so  that  it  is  given  to  those  wha  are  to  be  cut,  sawed,  or 
burned  in  any  parts  of  their  body,  that  they  may  not  perceive  pain." 

Apuleius,  of  Madaura,  who  lived  about  a  century  later  than  Pliny,  writes : 
"  If  any  one  is  to  have  a  member  mutilated,  burned,  or  sawed,  let  him  drink 
half  an  ounce  with  wine,  and  let  him  sleep  until  the  member  is  cut  away,  without 
any  pain  or  sensation.** 

A  work  on  the  pharmacopoeia  and  medicine,  entitled  Kon-ken-i-iong,  or  general 
collection  of  ancient  and  modem  medicine,  which  belongs  to  the  Bibliotheque 
Imperial  at  Paris,  has  prefixed  to  it  biographical  sketches  of  several  hundred  of 
the  most  distinguished  physicians  of  China.  Under  the  bioOTaphical  notice  of 
Hoatho,  who  flourished  under  the  dynasty  of  Wei — ^that  is,  between  the  years 
220  and  230  of  our  era— occurs  the  following  passage : 

"But  if  the  disease  resided  in  parts  upon  which  tlie  needle,  the  moxa,  or 
liquid  medicaments,  could  not  operate — for  example,  in  the  bones,  or  the  marrow 
or  the  bones,  in  the  stomach,  or  the  intestines,  he  gave  the  patient  a  preparation 
of  hemp,  (in  the  Chinese,  ma-yo^)  and  after  a  few  moments  he  became  as  insensi- 
ble as  if  he  had  been  drunk  or  dead.     Then,  as  the  case  required,  he  performed 
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operations,  incisions,  or  amputations,  and  removed  tbe  cause  of  tbe  malady; 
then  he  brought  together  and  secured  the  tissues,  and  applied  liniments.  After 
a  certain  number  of  days  the  patient  recovered  without  having  experienced^ 
during  the  operation,  the  slighest  pain" 

This  ma-yo  employed  by  Hoatho,  also  called  Hans,  mafo-san,  or  hemp-essence 
powder,  the  same  drug  as  mentioned  by  Herodotus  twenty-three  centuries  ago, 
is  the  cannabis  indica,  the  haschisch  or  hasheesh  of  the  east,  now  much  cultivated 
and  used  there  for  the  preparation  of  Bhang,  the  intoxicating  effects  of  which, 
and  the  terrible  results  of  its  use  have  been  so  often  described.  "This,"  wrote 
Sir  Joseph  Banks,  about  the  commencement  of  this  century,  "  is  prepared,  and, 
I  believe,  used  in  all  partes  of  the  east,  from  Morocco  to  China.  In  Barbary 
it  is  always  taken,  if  it  can  be  procured,  by  criminals  condemned  to  suffer  ampu- 
tation ;  and  it  is  said  to  enable  those  miserables  to  bear  the  rough  operations  of 
an  unfeeling  executioner,  more  than  we  Europeans  can  the  keen  knife  of  our 
most  skilftil  surgeons." 

But  all  these  pain-assuaging  drugs,  if  used  improperly  and  to  excess,  as  they 
frequently  are,  first  to  relieve  pain,  then  produce  pleasurable  sensations,  tend  to 
destroy  the  nervous  system,  and  generally  produce  insanity  or  death.  Such 
is  especially  the  case  with  alcohol  and  Indian  hemp,  or  haschisch.  It  is  recorded 
in  a  modem  journal  of  medicine : 

More  than  one-half  of  the  natives  received  provisionally  into  the  insane  warda 
of  the  civil  hospital  in  Algiers  have  been  smokers  of  haschich  or  eaters  of  maad- 
jaim,  and  scarcely  one  of  them  is  ever  found  to  recover.* 

But  in  the  hands  of  skilful  surgeons  they  have  at  all  times  produced,  to  a 
limited  extent,  a  salutary  effect.  Theodoric,  who  died  in  1298,  ordered  the  in- 
halation of  an  anodyne  vapor,  to  prevent  pain,  by  means  of  a  "  spongia  som- 
nifera,'*  (or  sleeping  ball,)  as  it  is  called  in  the  rubric.  Hugo,  of  Lucca,  who 
was  the  teacher  of  Theodoric,  and  had  often  used  it,  thus  describes  its  prepara- 
tion :  "  Take  of  opium  and  the  juice  of  unripe  mulberry,  of  hyoscyamus,  of  the 
juice  of  the  hemlock,  of  the  juice  of  the  leaves  of  the  mandragora,  of  the  juice 
of  the  woody  ivy,  of  the  juice  of  the  forest  mulberry,  of  the  seeds  of  lettuce, 
of  the  seed  of  the  burdock,  which  has  large  and  round  apples,  and  of  the 
water-hemlock,  each  one  ounce ;  mix  the  whole  of  these  together  in  a  brazen 
vessel,  and  then  in  it  place  a  new  sponge,  and  let  the  whole  boil,  and  as  long  as 
the  sun  on  the  dog-days,  till  it  (the  sponge)  consumes  it  all,  and  let  it  be  boiled 
away  in  it.  As  often  as  there  is  need  of  it  place  this  same  sponge  into  warm 
water  for  one  hour,  and  let  it  be  applied  to  the  nostrils  till  he  who  is  to  be  oper- 
ated on  (qui  incidendus  est)  has  fallen  asleep,  and  in  this  state  let  the  operation 
be  performed,  (et  sic  fiat  chirugia,)  When  this  is  finished,  in  order  to  rouse 
him,  place  anotner  dipped  in  vinegar  frequently  to  his  nose,  or  let  the  juice  of  the 
roots  of  fenigreek  be  squirted  into  his  nostrils.     Presently  he  awakens." 

M.  Dauriol,  a  French  physician,  residing  in  the  neighborhood  of  Toulouse, 
asserts  that,  in  1832,  he  followed  the  directions  given  by  Theodoric,  and  operated 
several  times  with  success.     He  even  i  eports  five  cases  of  painless  operations. 

According  to  the  statements  of  many  writers,  during  the  fourteenth,  fifteenth, 
and  sixteenth  centuries  it  was  the  custom  to  give  criminals  about  to  undei^o 
the  torture  a  compound  which  deadened  their  sensibility.  This  is  borne  witness 
to  by  Nicholas  Eymerie,  grand  inquisitor  of  Aragon. 

This  was  also  the  opinion  of  Pegna,  who  commentated  the  work  of  Eymerie 
in  1578,  who  attributed  it  to  sorcery.  In  1524  Hippolitus,  professor  of  juris- 
prudence at  Bologna,  wrote,  in  his  Criminal  Practice,  that  he  had  seen  accused 
persons,  as  it  were,  asleep,  under  the  most  cruel  tortures ;  and  in  such  a  stupor 
as  resembles  the  action  of  narcotic  medicines.  This  result  is  regretted  by  Ta- 
bouneau,  a  contemporary  of  Pegna,  who  complained  that  it  had  become  almost 
useless  to  apply  the  torture,  for  the  means  of  stupefaction  being  known  to  every 

^_^         o  •*  Journal  de  Medicine etde  Chirurgie  Pratique,"  and  "  Medioo-Chinirgical  Review,'*  1868. 
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jailor,  thej  geldom  fail  to  impart  the  benefit  of  their  secret  to  the  wretches  put 
to  the  question. 

Although  at  this  time  the  means  of  deadening  sensibilitj  by  drugs  were  so 
well  known  to  the  criminals  and  their  jailors,  it  does  not  appear  that  their  use 
to  relieve  pain  during  operations  was  by  any  means  common.  It  is  probable 
the  deadly  results  which  must  have  often  ensued  from  their  use,  the  long-con- 
tinued depression  which  they  exert  upon  the  nervous  system,  the  confirmed 
stupor,  and  the  congestions  and  other  accidents  which  are  so  liable  to  follow,  all 
conspired  to  prevent  their  use  or  even  examination  by  the  surgeons. 

Guy  de  Chauliac,  or  Ghaulieu,  and  Brunus,  are  the  only  ones  during  this 
period  who  refer  in  their  medical  works  to  agents  to  relieve  pain.  But  as  espe- 
cial reference  is  made  by  tliem  to  their  bad  efiects  and  the  danger  of  producing 
asphyxia,  congestions,  and  death,  it  is  probable  that  they  were  seldom  and 
most  unsuccessfully  employed. 

J.  Canape,  or  Canappe,  physician  to  Francis  I,  wrote  a  work  in  which  he 
speaks  of  the  procedure  of  Theodoric  and  others,  and  thus  refers  to  the  dangers 
of  the  internal  administration  of  narcotics :  "  Les  autres  donnent  opium  d  boire, 
et  foat  mal,  sp^cialement  s'il  est  jeune,  et  Taper^oivent ;  car  c*est  avec  une 
grande  bataille  dc  vertu  animale  et  naturelle.  J  'ai  oui  qui'ls  encourent  manie, 
et  part  consequent,  la  mort."  , 

The  celebrated  French  surgeon,  Ambrose  Pare,  toward  the  close  of  the  same 
century,  mentions  that  a  decoction  of  mandragora,  "  to  avert  the  pain  attendant 
upon  the  amputation  of  a  limb,"  was  "  formerly  used."  In  1579  an  English 
author,  Bulleyn,  stated  that  it  was  possible  to  put  a  patient  into  an  ansesthctic 
state  during  the  operation  of  lithotomy,  but  speaks  of  the  sleep  produced  as  "  a 
trance,  or  a  deepe  terrible  dreame." 
*  Many  of  the  older  authors  affected  a  secrecy  and  mystery  as  regards  these 
preparations.  Baptista  Porta  describes  a  **pomum  somnificum"  (a  sleeping 
apple,)  "  the  smelling  of  which  binds  the  eyes  with  a  deep  sleep."  He  states 
that  there  can  be  extracted  fix)m  plants  "  a  quintessence  which  must  be  kept  in 
leaden  vessels,  very  closely  stopped  that  it  may  not  have  the  least  vent,  lest  it 
fly  out.  When  you  would  use  it,  uncover  it  and  hold  it  to  a  sleeping  man's 
nostrils,  whose  breath  will  suck  up  this  subtile  essence,  which  will  so  besiege 
the  castle  of  his  senses  that  he  wiU  be  overwhelmed  with  a  most  profound  sleep, 
not  to  be  shook  off  without  much  labor.  After  sleep  no  heaviness  will  remain 
in  his  head,  nor  any  suspicion  of  art.  These  things,"  he  adds,  "arc  manifest 
to  a  wise  physician ;  to  a  wicked  one  obscure." 

Meisner  gives  in  detail  an  account  of  a  secret  remedy  given  toward  the  close 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  by  Weiss,  to  Augustus  II.,  King  of  Poland,  which 
produced  such  a  perfect  state  of  anaesthesia  that  the  King's  diseased  foot  was 
amputated  without  his  feeling  it.  The  operation  was  performed  without  the 
royal  patient's  consent,  and  was  not  discovered  by  him  until  the  following 
morning. 

In  the  tragedy  of  "  Women  Beware  Women,"  written  by  Middleton,  and  pub- 
lished in  1657,  he  alludes  in  the  following  terms  to  anaesthesia  in  surgery : 

"I'll  imitate  the  pities  of  old  surgeons 
To  this  lost  limit,  who,  ere  tbey  show  their  art, 
Catt  one  adtep^  then  cut  the  dtseaud  pari.** 

Of  all  the  narcotics  which  have  been  employed  to  relieve  pain,  opium  (which 
Van  Helmont  calls  the  "specific  gift  of  the  Creato?*')  and  its  various  prepara- 
tions has  been  the  longest  time  in  vogue,  and  with  by  far  the  most  certain  and 
satisfactory  results.  Theodoric  and  Guy  de  Chauliac  gave  it  internally,  and 
many  other  surgeons  have  constantly  since  advocated  its  use.  Up  to  the  time 
of  the  discovery  of  etherization  it  was  in  reality  the  only  means  relied  upon  to 
deaden  the  anguish  of  an  operation ;  it  was  the  custom  to  administer  a  large 
dose,  but  one  varied  according  to  the  age,  to  the  patient  a  short  time  previous 
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to  the  commencement  of  the  operation ;  and,  if  grave,  it  was  never  begun  until 
the  effects  manifested  themselves.  Although  the  effect  was  never  pushed  to 
the  state  of  stapefaction,  and  consequently  a  great  degree  of  pain  could  be  felt, 
it  could  never  be  looked  upon  as  a  reliable  or  safe  agent.  The  uncertainty  of 
the  time  or  power  of  its  action ;  the  delirious  excitement  which  it  often  occa- 
sioned instead  of  insensibility ;  its  really  poisonous  properties,  and  the  subse- 
quent troubles  which  it  rendered  liable— -«dl  conspired  to  render  its  use  ha  sel- 
dom as  possible,  and  then  only  for  extreme  cases. 

In  the  year  1828  M.  Girardin  read  a  letter  before  the  Academy  of  Medicine, 
addressed  to  his  Majesty  Charles  X.,  by  Mr.  Hickman,  of  London,  in  whicli  be 
asserted  that  he  could,  by  introducing  certain  gases  into  the  lungs  of  the  patient, 
perform  the  most  painful  and  dangerous  operations  without  his  feeling  it  in  the 
slightest  degree.'  The  proposition  of  Mr.  Hickman  met  with  little  or  no  favor  in 
France,  and  even  in  England  all  the  experiments  made  by  him  were  attended 
with  very  poor  success. 

Nothing  is  known  with  certainty  as  to  the  gas  which  he  used.  Down  to  this 
time  the  great  discovery  had  not  been  made.  As  late  as  1839  M.  Velpeau 
wrote: 

"  To  escape  pain  in  surgical  operations  is  a  chimera  which  we  are  not  per- 
mitted to  look  for  in  our  day.  A  cutting  instrument  and  pain,  in  operative  medi- 
cine, are  two  words  which  never  present  themselves  the  one  without  the  other, 
in  the  mind  of  patients,  and  it  is  necessary  for  us  surgeons  to  admit  their  asso- 
ciation." 

But  there  has  been  and  there  continues  to  occur  many  cases  in  which  the  pain 
of  operations  was  alleviated,  if  not  entirely  destroyed,  by  stimulants,  by  seda- 
tives, and  by  mental  preparation,  and  the  faculty,  witli  little  faith  in  mesmerism, 
did  not  entirely  reject  even  it  in  practice.  It  was  very  common  opinion  in  the 
profession  that  pain  could  be  destroyed  in  surgical  operations,  while  it  was  quite 
clear  that  no  safe  and  certain  means  had  yet  been  found  to  effect  the  object.  In 
this  state  of  science  and  opinion  it  were  no  new  discovery  to  find  and  prove 
that  the  pain  of  an  operation  might  be,  in  some  cases,  alleviated  or  destroyed 
by  physical  appliances,  or  mental  preparation,  or  both  combined.  The  decider- 
atum  was  some  physical  appliance,  easy  to  be  administered,  and  safe,  certain, 
and  uniform  in  its  operation.  Nothing  short  of  this  could  be  received  and 
adopted  by  the  profession,  and  this  had  not  yet  been  discovered. 

In  1844  Mr.  James  Braid,  surgeon  of  Manchester,  England,  published  a 
work  entitled  "  Neurypnology  or  Hypnotism,  or  the  Rationale  of  Nervous  Sleep, 
considered  in  relation  to  Animal  Magnetism."  He  claimed  in  this  work  to  have 
made  a  discovery  precisely  similar  to  that  claimed  by  M.  Rocca.  He  maintained 
that  the  chief  phenomenon  of  mesmerism,  the  state  of  catalepsy  or  insensibility, 
could  be  produced  in  most  persons  by  fixing  the  eyes  on  a  bright  point,  at  a 
given  distance,  before  and  above  the  eyes,  and  that  in  the  condition  thus  pro- 
duced surgical  operations  could  be  performed  without  pain  to  the  patient.  The 
mesmerizers  replied  that  his  discovery  was  no  discovery  at  Wl ;  that  they  had  long 
been  familiar  with  the  phenomena  he  described,  which  did  not  at  all  invalidate 
the  claims  of  mesmerism.  And  they  declared  that  they  had  long  been  in  the 
habit  of  performing  painless  operations  upon  persons  in  the  state  of  catlepsy, 
induced  by  mesmeric  influences.  In  a  book  entitled  the  **  History  and  Philoso- 
phy of  Animal  Magnetism,"  published  in  Boston  in  1843,  a  year  before  Braid's 
book  appeared,  we  find  the  following  statements : 

"  Dr.  Shattuck,  of  Lowell,  has  been  very  successful  as  a  magnetizer,  and  has 
made  some  new  and  valuable  discoveries  in  the  science.  A  large  tumor  was 
extracted  from  the  shoulder  of  a  lady,  whom  he  had  magnetized  at  a  public 
lecture  in  Lowell,  without  causing  the  slightest  pam.  The  incision  was  made 
to  the  depth  of  two  inches.     This  experiment  was  performed  under  the  direct 
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personal  inspection  of  three  or  four  other  physicians,  who  admitted  the  astonish- 
ing insensibility  of  the  patient.  Mr.  Silas  Allen,  of  Boston,  recently  magnetized 
a  lady  who  had  broken  an  arm,  and  the  fractnre  was  set  by  Dr.  Hewett  while 
she  was  in  this  state  without  pain.  In  this  state  some  persons  are  entirely  in- 
sensible to  pain  in  every  part  of  the  body.  You  may  pierce  their  flesh  with 
knives,  pull  out  their  teeth,  cauterize  them  with  a  hot  iron,  apply  the  most 
powerful  caustic  to  their  flesh,  or  give  them  an  electric  shock  which  would  cause 
instant  death  in  the  natural  state,  but  they  appear  totally  unconscious  of  your 
attacks.  The  wonderftd  insensibility  of  some  persons  in  the  magnetic  state  has 
been  tested  by  experiments  which  place  the  fact  beyond  dispute.  Teeth  are 
every  day  extracted  while  the  patients  are  under  this  influence  without  pain. 
Tumors  have  been  cut  out,  limbs  set,  and  other  painful  operations  performed, 
which  could  not  otherwise  be  endured." 

In  1799  Sir  Humphrey  Davy  commenced  experimenting  with  nitrous  oxide. 
He  suggested  its  capability  of  destroying  physical  pain,  and  that  it  might 
"  probably  be  used  in  surgical  operations  in  which  no  great  eflfusion  of  blood 
takes  place."  But  there  is  no  evidence  that  he  or  any  one  else  tested  this  theory 
until  quite  a  recent  date. 

Dr.  Martin  Gray,  in  1847,  says  : 

**  An  attempt  was  made,  without  success,  four  or  five  years  ago,  by  some 
students  at  Cambridge,  to  perform  the  operation  of  extracting  teeth  upon  one  or 
two  of  their  companions  who  were  under  the  influence  of  nitrous  oxide.  In  one 
instance  the  subject,  while  under  tfie  influence  of  the  gas,  made  his  escape,  and 
was  with  difficulty  caught.  A  peculiarly  pugnacious  state  of  feeling  had  been 
induced ;  certainly  not  the  condition  in  which  to  undergo  a  delicate  surgical 
operation."  Horace  Wells,  in  1844,  employed  it  for  producing  temporary  un- 
consciousness while  extracting  teeth,  and  found  it  to  produce  exhilaration  out  of 
proportion  to  its  anaesthetic  properties,  and  the  hopes  founded  upon  it  proved 
nugatory  and  delusive,  but  we  shall  have  more  to  say  of  this  in  the  sequel.  In 
like  manner  faded  away  the  hopes  founded  upon  mesmerism.  Up  to  the  time 
we  are  writing,  and  two  or  three  years  later  exhibitions  of  the  nitrous  oxide  gas 
and  animal  magnetism  were  held  throughout  the  New  England  States  for  the 
purpose  of  amusement. 

1  hough  these  experiments  had  produced  no  safe,  efficacious,  and  unobjec- 
tionable means  of  performing  operations  without  pain,  they  afforded  daily  stimulus 
to  those  experimenting  in  that  direction. 

Your  petitioner,  Wm.  T.  G.  Morton,  M.  D.,  attended  the  lectures  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Medical  College,  obtained  his  medical  degree  at  the  Washington 
University,  Maryland.  Dr.  John  C.  Warren,  one  of  the  professors  who  deliv- 
ered surgical  lectures  at  the  Massachusetts  Medical  College  at  this  period,  says  : 
"The  discovery  of  a  mode  of  preventing  pain  was  annually  alluaed  to  in  his 
lectures.  Trials  were  made  with  all  the  plans  calculated  to  accomplish  that 
end,  opiates  and  stimulants  were  given  freely,  and  experiments  made  with 
animal  magnetism  and  nitrous  oxide,  or  laughing  gas.  Dr.  Morton  personally 
assisted  in  demonstrating  the  utility  of  some  of  these  agents  before  the  medical 
class  of  which  he  was  then  a  member. 

While  searching  for  something  to  supply  the  want  in  question,  a  young  lady, 
a  Miss  Parrot,  of  Gloucester,  came  under  his  care,  who  suffered  such  intense 
pain  in  a  tooth  that  endurance  seemed  impossible.  Among  a  lot  of  books 
which  Dr.  Morton  purchased  on  the  3d  of  May,  1845,  was  the  following,  which 
contained  in  a  condensed  form  what  was  kno>vn  by  the  profession  as  to  its  use 
in  medicine,  Pereira's  Materia  Medica,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  "the  vapor  of 
ether  is  inhaled  in  spasmodic  asthma,  chronic  catarrh  and  dyspepsia,  hooping 
cough,  and  to  relieve  the  effects  caused  by  the  accidental  inhalation  of  chlorine 
ga«." 

"When  the  vapor  of  ether,  sufficiently  diluted  with  atmospheric^  air^s J« Ao/c^, 
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it  causes  irritation  about  the  epiglottis,  a  sensation  of  fullness  in  the  bead,  and 
a  succession  of  effects  analogous  to  those  caused  by  the  protoxide  of  nitrogen, 
and  persons  peculiarly  susceptible  of  the  action  of  the  one  are  also  powerfully 
affected  by  the  other.  If  the  air  be  too  strongly  impregnated  with  ether,  stupe- 
faction ensues.  In  one  case  this  state  continued,  with  occasional  periods  of  in- 
termission, for  more  than  thirty  hours ;  for  many  days  the  pulse  was  so  much 
lowered  that  considerable  fears  were  entertained  for  the  safety  of  the  patient. 
In  another  case,  an  apoplectic  condition,  which  continued  for  some  hours,  was 
produced." 

Another  book,  Hooper's  Medical  Dictionary,  under  the  head  of  Ether, 
says :  "Applied  externally,  it  is  of  service  in  headache^  toothdche^  and  other 
painful  affectiofu.  *  *  *  *  If  it  be  prevented  from  evaporation  by  covering 
the  place  to  which  it  is  applied  closely  with  the  hand,  it  proves  a  powerful 
stimulant  and  rubefacient,  and  excites  a  sensation  of  burning  heat,  as  is  the 
case  with  solutions  of  camphor  in  alchohol  or  turpentine.  In  this  way  it  is  fre- 
quently used  for  removing  pains  in  the  head  or  teeth."  Dr.  Morton  applied 
this  prescription  to  the  diseased  tooth  of  his  patient  freely  and  often,  keeping  it 
sealed  up  in  the  hollow  tooth.  On  introducing  the  instrument  in  the  cavity  of 
the  tooth  in  search  of  the  sensitive  portion  of  the  bone,  he  found  the  patient  ex- 
perienced no  pain  whatever,  but  to  his  surprise  the  surrounding  parts  were  be- 
numbed. The  thought  flashed  across  him,  if  one  part  can  thus  be  brought 
under  the  influence  of  ether,  why  not  the  whole  system?  He  was  in  a  situation 
well  calculated  to  work  out  this  problem.  At  this  period  he  was  attending  the 
lectures  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  College.  It  was  formerly  the  annual 
custom,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  when  the  lecture  on  ether  and  gases 
was  delivered  by  professors  in  many  of  the  colleges,  to  put  a  little  ether 
into  a  bladder  and  offer  the  students  their  choice  to  inhale  ether  or  nitrous  oxide. 
This  offer  was  accompanied  with  a  statement  that  the  nitrous  oxide,  when  car- 
ried to  the  same  extent,  was  safe,  and  the  ether  dangerous.  During  Dr.  Mor- 
ton's attendance  upon  the  lectures  of  the  Medical  College,  nitrous  oxide  and 
ether  were  both  lectured  upon,  and  the  effect  of  nitrous  oxide  exhibited  before 
the  class,  he  taking  part  in  the  exhibitions.  Instances  are  on  record  of  students 
falling  flat  upon  the  floor  during  insensibility,  produced  by  the  inhalation  of 
ether  at  these  exhibitions.  Mr.  Metcalf,  to  whose  testimony  we  shall  presently 
refer,  communicated  to  Dr.  Morton  an  account  of  his  administering  ether  to  a 
person,  for  the  purpose  of  producing  exhilaration,  who  became  exceedingly  wild, 
and  in  his  struggles  severely  injured  his  head,  and  yet  who,  after  the  sub- 
sidence of  the  wud  state,  knew  nothing  of  his  injury  until  his  attention  was  called 
to  it.  These  facts,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  observation  Dr.  Morton  had 
made  of  the  effects  of  ether  sealed  up  in  his  patient's  tooth,  was  calculated  to 
arrest  attention.  They  presented  credentials  which  had  a  right  to  be  examined. 
Ether  had  a  right  to  be  tried,  candidly  and  fairly  tested,  unless  it  could  be  shown 
that  its  previous  bad  character  forfeited  all  claim  to  further  consideration.  What, 
then,  was  its  previous  character?  What  is  the  a  priori  evidence  respecting  the 
danger  of  ether  on  the  one  hand,  or  its  narcotic  power  on  the  other?  And  first, 
the  danger  rests  mainly  upon  the  evidence  of  a  few  cases ;  the  gentleman  in 
Brande's  Journal,  the  druggist's  maid  servant,  and  the  young  man  of  the  Mid- 
land Medical  and  Surgical  Journal ;  to  which  may  be  added  the  experiments  of 
Orfila  upon  dogs,  and  Brodie  upon  Guinea  pigs. 

He  therefore  engaged  earnestly  and  diligently  in  the  study  of  its  properties, 
more  especially  the  effect  produced  by  its  inhalation.  The  current  knowledge 
on  the  subject  was  not  in  all  things  encouraging.  It  had,  doubtless,  many  times 
had  the  effect  of  producing  total  insensibility,  from  which  the  subjects  recovered 
without  injury,  but  in  8omc  cases  it  had  caused  death ;  caution  was  therefore 
necessary  in  its  use,  and  success  uncertain.  The  student  in  pursuit  of  scientific 
discovery  leaves  but  few  traces  until  he  reaches  the  point  where  success  is  no 
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longer  doubtful ;  the  fear  of  ridicule  in  case  of  failure,  and  the  fear  of  rivals  in 
case  of  success,  are  sufficient  to  make  him  cautious  even  to  timidity.  One  saga- 
cious observer,  however,  discovered  Doctor  Morton's  purpose  before  he  disclosed 
it  to  his  more  intimate  friends.  This  witness  is  the  son  of  the  present  Judge 
Metcalf,  of  the  supreme  court  of  Massachusetts,  and  of  the  highest  character, 
and  of  responsible  scientific  attainments ;  he  supplied  all  the  chemicals  for  the 
city  institutions  of  Boston  and  Chelsea.  On  the  6th  day  of  July,  1846,  Mr. 
Metcalf  sailed  for  Europe,  in  the  ship  Joshua  Bates,  on  a  tour,  from  which  he 
returned  in  the  fall  of  1847.     The  story  is  best  told  by  himself. 

9th.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  Dr.  William  T.  6.  Morton  on 
the  subject  of  the  properties  and  effects  of  ether  ?  If  yea,  when  was  it?  State 
particularly  all  your  means  of  knowledge  as  to  the  date,  and  especially  as  to  its 
being  before  or  after  you  heard  of  the  ether  discovery,  and  before  or  after  your 
visit  to  Europe. 

Answer.  I  did  have  a  conversation  with  him  on  that  subject.  It  was  previous  to 
my  departure  for  Europe ;  it  was  the  spring  or  early  summer  of  1846.  I  know 
it  was  previous  to  my  departure  for  Europe,  because,  when  I  saw  this  account 
in  the  French  journal,  I  fixed  it  in  my  own  mind  that  Dr.  Morton  was  the  man, 
remembering  tnis  conversation ;  and  I  think  I  mentioned  it  to  persons  who  were 
with  me. 

•  •  •  •••••  *# 

11th.  Where  was  this  conversation  with  Dr.  Morton?  State  the  circum- 
stances fully,  and  all  that  was  said  or  done  on  either  side. 

Answer.  It  was  in  my  store  in  Tremont  street,  then  occupied  by  Mr.  Burnett. 
Dr.  Morton  came  in,  ana  had  a  vial  filled  with  sulphuric  ether.  While  he  had  it 
in  his  hands,  he  came  to  me  and  asked  various  questions  with  regard  to  its 
qualities  and  medicinal  effects.  He  asked  with  regard  to  its  effects  when  in- 
Imled  I  spoke  of  it  as  producing  the  same  effects  as  nitrous  oxide  gas  when 
inhaled ;  and  I  related  to  him  some  experiments  of  mine  in  taking  and  giving  it 
for  purposes  of  exhilaration.  I  stated  to  him  also  what  was  the  then  general 
belief,  that  if  inhaled  in  excessive  quantities  its  effects  would  be  dangerous,  if 
not  fatal. 

12th.  State  all  you  saw  or  did  with  reference  to  this  vial.  Describe  it.  How 
large  was  it  ?  What  did  you  do  to  it  1  How  do  you  know  it  was  sulphuric 
ether  1     Why  may  it  not  have  been  chloric  ether,  or  nitrous  oxide  ? 

Answer.  Dr.  Morton  brought  it  in  the  vial  which  he  had  filled.  The  vial  had 
on  an  old  and  dirty  label,  on  which  was  printed  sulphuric  ether.  The  label  was 
not  put  on  at  the  time.  I  recollect  perfectly  well  having  the  vial  in  my  hands, 
and  uncorking  it  and  smelling  it.     It  was  a  two  or  four-ounce  vial,  as  large  as 

that.     I  know  it  was  sulphuric  ether,  and  not  chloric  ether  or  nitrous  oxide. 

•  •  •  •  •  ••  •  •  • 

20th.  State  anything  which  Dr.  Morton  said,  or  asked,  tending  to  show  his 
knowledge  or  ignorance  of  sulphuric  ether,  and  the  extent  thereof. 

Answer.  I  can't  remember  any  particular  thing,  but  he  knew  something  about 
it,  as  was  manifest  from  his  questions.  The  questions  he  asked  showed  some 
knowledge  on  the  subject.     When  he  went  away  he  knew  as  much  about  it  as 

I  did,  for  I  gave  him  all  the  information  which  I  had. 

•  ••••  •••• 

3d.  Did  any  fact  by  you  communicated  to  Dr.  Morton,  or  any  statement  made, 
relate  to  the  prevention  of  pain  by  sulphuric  ether- in  surgical  operations  of  any 
kind? 

Answer.  Nothing  from  me  of  that  kind.  I  mentioned  to  him  an  account  of  a 
person  who  had  injured  himself  while  under  the  influence  of  ether,  and  did  not 
know  that  he  had  been  hurt. 
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6th.  What  was  the  account  referred  to  by  you  of  a  man  who  did  not  know  of 
his  being  hurt  ? 

Answer.  In  giving  a  general  account  of  my  administering  ether,  I  spoke  of  a 
person  to  whom  I  had  given  it,  who  was  exceedingly  wild,  and  who  injured  his 
head  while  under  the  influence  of  it,  and  did  not  know,  when  he  got  over  the 
influence  of  the  ether,  that  he  had  hurt  himself  until  it  was  called  to  his  atten- 
tion.    This  was  not  a  new  fact,  but  was  well  known  at  the  time. 

7th.  Ton  have  spoken  of  stories  and  anecdotes  which  you  told  to  Dr.  Morton. 
Were  any  of  those  matters  from  your  own  experience  ?     If  aye,  what  1 

Answer.  They  were  all  within  my  own  experience,  so  far  as  I  now  recollect. 
One  of  the  incidents  is  the  one  I  have  just  related.  Another  was  the  case  of  a 
man  with  whom  I  sat  up  all  night  while  under  the  influence  of  ether,  and  a  good 
many  ludicrous  things  occurred,  which  I  related  to  the  Doctor. 

8th.  Whether  or  not  you  told  Dr.  Morton  of  the  effect  which  the  ether  had 
on  those  persons  to  whom  it  had  been  given  by  you  ?  And  if  so,  what  did  you 
state  was  the  effect  of  the  ether  ? 

Answer.  The  two  proceeding  answers  will  answer  this.  I  stated  that  its 
general  effect  was  exhilaration,  and  incidentally  I  mentioned  this  case  of  insen- 
sibility. 

Answer.  There  are  many  kinds  of  ether,  or  several  kinds  and  qualities,  varying 
in  name.  He  said  nothing  to  me  about  the  ether  in  his  hands  not  serving  his 
purpose.  The  information  was  all  on  my  side,  though  he  showed  b^  his  ques- 
tions that  he  knew  something  of  its  nature. 

10th.  Whether  or  not  the  questions  referred  to  by  you  in  your  answer  to  the 
20th  interrogatory,  were  or  were  not  such  as  any  one  familiar  with  Dr.  Wells 
and  his  experiments,  and  interested  in  the  same,  would  or  might  have  asked  for? 

Answer.  At  the  time  those  questions  were  asked  I  did  not  know  that  there 
was  anything  then  in  them  more  than  any  person  interested  in  the  subject  might 
have  asked,  but  subsequent  events,  connected  with  my  recollection  of  his  manner, 
have  given  me  the  impression  that  he  was  then  seeking  for  this  object  which  has 
been  attained — ^the  anaesthetic  effect. 

If  we  consider  the  then  pursuit  of  Dr.  Morton,  his  earnest  desire  for  informa- 
tion, and  his  anxiety  to  preserve  his  secret,  his  shyness  with  others,  and  his 
comparative  freedom  in  conversation  with  Mr.  Metcalf,  will  be  Mly  explained. 
Mr.  Metcalf  was  a  chemist  possessed  of  all  the  current  scientific  knowledge  of  his 
profession,  and  he  was  just  setting  out  on  a  voyage  to  Europe,  so  that  Dr. 
Morton  could  avail  himself  of  his  knowledge  and  his  suggestions  with  safety  to 
his  secret. 

Joseph  M.  Wi^htman,  present  mayor  of  the  city  of  Boston,  a  gentleman  who 
has  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  experimental  lectures  on  science,  since  1837, 
and  on  all  the  various  branches  of  natural  philosophy,  states  in  his  deposition 
as  follows : 

9th.  When  Dr.  Morton  asked  you  if  the  India-rubber  bags  would  hold  ether, 
did  he  mention  what  kind  of  ether  he  was  inquiring  about ?  What  was  it? 
Are  you  sure  1  and  why  ? 

Answer.  I  asked  him,  when  he  asked  me  the  question,  "if  it  was  sulphuric 
ether."  He  said  it  was.  I  am  sure,  because  of  the  subsequent  conversation 
with  him  of  the  effect  of  the  ether  in  softening  the  bags.  I  knew  of  no  other 
kind  of  ether  which  would  have  that  effect.  When  he  asked  me  about  the 
effect  of  ether  upon  the  bags,  my  first  question  to  him  was,  "  I  suppose  you 
mean  sulphuric  ether,"  and  he  replied  "  that  he  meant  the  common  eUier.'*  I 
think  these  were  his  words. 

Answer.  The  conversation  in  relation  to  the  subject  was  more  extended  in 
relation  to  the  effects  of  mesmerism  and  elher,  at  that  time,  than  I  have  indi- 
cated in  my  previous  answers — ^not  only  the  subject  of  mesmerism  and  that  of 
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exhilarating  gas,  but  also  the  effects  of  inhalation  of  ether  was  spoken  of.  I 
now  recollect  of  speaking  to  Dr.  Morton  about  the  effects  of  breathing  ether 
from  a  handkerchief,  as  referred  to  in  my  answer  to  twenty-first  interrogatory, 
at  the  time  of  the  conversation  with  him  about  the  India-rubber  bags ;  1  think 
it  was  also  at  this  interview  that  the  impression  was  made  upon  my  mind  that 
Dr.  Morton  was  seeking  for  some  method  to  draw  teeth  without  pain. 

Ere  this,  his  intimate  friends  and  the  young  men  in  his  office  knew  he  was 
engaged  in  devising  or  perfecting  some  important  improvement  in  dentistry. 

Boston,  March  25,  1847. 

I,  Francis  Whitman,  of  Boston,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, student  at  dentistry,  on  oath  depose  and  say : 

That  I  have  often  heard  Dr.  Morton  speak  about  discovering  some  means 
of  extracting  teeth  without  pain.  This  discovery  appeared  to  be  the  subject  of 
his  thoughts  and  investigations  during  the  greater  part  of  last  year,  t.  «.,  1846. 
One  day,  I  think  it  waa  previous  to  July,  1846,  Dr.  M.,  in  speaking  of  the  im- 
provements he  had  made  in  his  profession,  and  of  some  one  improvement  in 
particular,  said  if  he  could  only  extract  teeth  without  pain,  he  "  would  make  a 
stir."  I  replied  that  I  hardly  thought  it  could  be  done.  He  said  he  believed  it 
could,  and  that  he  would  find  out  something  yet  to  accomplish  his  purpose.  In 
a  conversation  with  Dr.  M.,  some  time  in  July,  he  spoke  of  having  his  patients 
come  in  at  one  door,  having  all  their  teeth  extracted  without  pain  and  without 
knowing  it,  and  then  going  into  the  next  room  and  having  a  full  set  put  in. 

I  recollect  Dr.  Morton  came  into  the  office  one  day  in  great  glee,  and  ex- 
claimed that  he  had  ''found  it,"  and  that  he  could  extract  teeth  without  pain! 
I  don't  recollect  what  followed ;  but  soon  after  he  wanted  one  of  us  in  the 
office  to  try  it,  and  he  then  sent  William  and  Thomas  out  to  hire  a  man  to  come 
in  and  have  an  experiment  tried  upon  him. 

I  told  Dr.  Morton  I  knew  what  it  was  that  William  had  bought,  and  said  it 
was  chloric  ether.  Dr.  M.  then  said  he  wished  to  know  if  ether  would  dissolve 
India-rubber,  and  sent  William  P.  Leavitt  to  inquire  of  Dr.  Gay  if  it  would. 

About  this  time  Dr.  M.  asked  me  to  get  the  books  on  chemistry  and  find 
what  they  said  about  ether.  I  did  so,  and  read  it  over  to  him,  and  I  think  he 
went  to  Burnett's  to  see  if  he  could  not  find  something  there. 

Extracts  from  the  testimony  of  Dr.  William  P.  Levitt,  of  Boston, 

Answer.  I  commenced  studying  dentistry  with  Dr.  Morton  in  March,  1846, 
I  believe,  and  was  there  nearly  three  years. 

8th.  What  did  you  first  know  Dr.  Morton  to  say  or  do  about  ether?  State 
all  you  recollect,  in  its  order,  with  all  the  circumstances. 

Answer.  The  first  which  I  heard  of  ether  was  immediately  after  my  return 
from  the  country.  It  was  the  1st  of  July,  1846.  The  first  I  heard,  I  believe, 
was  when  I  was  sent  after  some  to  Brewer,  Stevens  &  Gushing.  I  heard  Dr. 
Morton  ask  Dr.  Hayden  where  he  could  procure  some  pure  ether ;  this  was  in 
the  back  office.  Hayden  told  him  that  he  could  get  it,  probably,  at  Brewer,  Ste- 
vens &  Cushing's,  on  Washington  street.  He  then  spoke  to  me,  and  asked  me 
to  go  down,  take  a  demijohn  and  get  it  filled,  and  be  careftil  and  not  let  them 
know  who  it  was  for.  I  went  down  and  bought  the  ether,  and,  to  make  sure,  I 
told  him  to  make  the  bill  out  for  the  ether  in  the  name  of  some  man  in  the 
country.  I  forget  what  name  I  gave  him.  He  did  do  it,  and  gave  it  to  me,  and 
I  returned  to  Dr.  Morton  ;  I  gave  the  ether  to  him.  Soon  aflier  that  he  sent 
me  to  Dr.  Gay's  to  ask  him  if  ether  would  dissolve  India-rubber ;  I  went,  and 
did  not  find  the  place,  and  returned. 

10th.  What  was  the  next  you  saw  or  knew  Dr.  Morton  to  do  about  etherl 

Answer.  The  next  I  heard  of  it  he  sent  me  and  Thomas  B.  Spear  to  find  a 
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man  to  have  a  tooth  extracted  under  the  influence  of  the  ether.  He  told  me  he 
would  give  me  five  dollars  if  I  would  find  a  man  to  take  the  ether  and  have  a 
tooth  extracted.  I  went  out  with  ThomaA  R.  Spear  for  that  purpose,  hut  I  did 
not  find  one ;  I  went  down  on  the  wharves,  City  wharf,  and  Faneuil  Hall 
market.  He  wanted  a  big  Irishman,  he  said,  a  full,  robust  man,  to  whom  he 
could  give  a  good  quantity.  1  returned,  and  reported  so  to  Dr.  Morton.  Be- 
fore this  he  had  tried  to  induce  me  to  inhale  the  ether.  He  asked  me  to  take  it, 
and  said  it  was  perfectly  harmless  ;  that  he  had  taken  it  himself.  I  declined 
doing  it.  He  tried  to  hire  Spear  to  take  it  in  my  presence.  Dr.  Morton  offered 
him  some  money;  it  was  five  or  eight  dollars.  Spear  said  he  would  take  it  at 
the  time,  I  believe,  but  afterwards  concluded  not  to. 

44th.  I  wish  you  to  describe  the  proceedings  of  yours  and  Spear's  in  taking 
ether  on  this  evening  you  have  spoken  of. 

Answer.  I  had  charge  of  the  front  room,  and  Spear,  I  think,  had  charge  of 
the  back  room.  I  most  generally  took  care  of  my  room  in  the  evening  after 
folks  had  gone  out;  and  Spear  was  present.  He  got  hold  of  the  demijohn  in 
some  way  or  other,  and  said,  "I'll  take  some  ether,  will  you?"  He  took  out 
his  handkerchief  sat  down  in  the  chair,  took  down  the  demijohn,  and  turned 
some  on.  He  sat  back  in  the  chair,  and  held  the  handkerchief  up  to  his  face, 
and  began  to  inhale  it.  He  appeared  to  fall  nearly  asleep ;  he  would  quite,  1 
think,  if  he  kept  still,  if  it  had  not  excited  him  so.  I  think  I  told  him  if  he 
would  inhale  it  through  his  mouth  it  would  affect  him  much  quicker  and  much 

Eleasanter;  that  it  would  not  excite  him  so  much  as  it  would  to  draw  it  through 
is  nostrils.  I  sat  down  in  the  chair,  and  took  the  cup  which  I  mentioned  with 
the  sponge  in  it.  I  told  Spear  that  I  would  take  it  if  he  would  leave  the  room, 
as  I  was  afraid  he  would  cut  up  some  capers  (he  was  so  lively)  if  I  got  asleep. 
I  shut  myself  into  the  room,  sat  back  in  the  chair,  and  began  to  inhale  it. 

45th.  Did  Spear,  when  he  inhaled  the  ether  on  an  evening,  when,  as  you  aavi 
you  and  he  inhaled  it,  move  from  the  chair  in  which  he  was  seated  ? 

Answer.  He  did  not  move  while  he  was  inhaling  it,  not  until  he  dropped  the 
handkerchief;  then  ho  jumped  up,  and  was  very  much  excited;  he  jumped 
round  considerably;  I  did  not  hold  him.  It  was  a  minute  ai^r  he  put  the 
handkerchief  to  his  nose  before  these  effects  showed  themselves. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1846,  three  months  before  the  discovery  was  made 
public,  it  appears,  by  the  statement  of  Richard  H.  Dana,  jr.,  attomey-at-law,  and 
by  a  charge  in  his  books,  that  an  article  of  agreement  was  entered  into  by 
Doctor  Morton  and  6.  G.  Hayden,  by  which  the  latter  agreed  to  take  charge 
of  the  business  of  Doctor  Morton  for  a  time ;  Doctor  Morton  giving  to  Mr.  Dana 
as  a  reason  of  his  entering  into  the  arrangement,  that  he  wisheid  to  give  his 
attention  to  another  matter  of  great  importance,  which,  if  successful,  would  revo- 
lutionize the  practice  of  dentistry. 

This  conversation  was  shortly  after  detailed  by  Richard  H.  Dana,  jr.,  to  Doc- 
tor Francis  Dana,  jr.,  whose  corroborative  evidence  puts  the  substance  of  the 
conversation  beyond  question,  and  the  date  is  fixed  by  that  of  the  instnunent 
and  the  entry  above  referred  to. 

Grenville  G.  Hayden  testifies  "that,  about  the  last  of  June,  1846,  Doctor 
William  T.  G.  Morton  called  upon  me  at  my  office.  No.  23  Tremont  Row,  and 
stated  to  me  that  he  wished  to  make  some  arrangements  with  me  that  would  re- 
lieve him  from  all  care  as  to  the  superintendence  of  those  employed  by  him  in 
making  teeth,  and  all  other  matters  in  his  office.  He  stated,  as  a  reason  for 
urging  me  to  superintend  his  affairs  in  his  office,  that  he  had  an  idea  in  his  head, 
connected  with  dentistry,  which  he  thought  'would  be  one  of  the  greatest  things 
ever  known,'  and  that  he  wished  to  perfect  it,  and  give  his  whole  time  and 
attention  to  its  development.  Being  extremely  urgent  in  the  matter,  I  made  an 
engagement  with  him  the  same  day,  according  to  his  request.  I  then  asked 
him  what  his  *  secret'  was.    '  Oh,'  said  he,  '  you  will  know  in^  short  time.'    I 
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still  iusisted  upon  knowing  it,  and  he  finally  told  me  the  same  night,  to  wit,  the 
night  of  the  last  day  of  June,  1846,  aforesaid,  that  *it  was  something  he  had  dis- 
covered which  would  enahle  him  to  extract  teeth  without  pain.'  I  then  asked 
him  if  it  was  not  what  Doctor  Wells,  his  former  partner,  had  used,  and  he  replied^ 
*No  !  nothing  like  it;'  and,  furthermore,  *  that  it  was  something  that  neither  he 
nor  any  one  else  had  ever  used.*  He  then  told  me  he  had  already  tried  it  upon 
a  dog,  and  described  its  effects  upon  him,  which  (from  his  description)  exactly 
correspond  with  the  effects  of  ether  upon  persons  who  have  subjected  themselves 
to  its  influence,  under  my  observation.  All  this  happened  in  June,  1846.  He 
then  requested  me  not  to  mention  what  he  had  communicated  to  me. 

"  About  a  month  after  this,  or  the  first  of  August,  1846,  Doctor  Morton  asked 
me  where  he  could  get  some  pure  ether,  and  asked  me  to  go  to  Joseph  Burnett's 
apothecary  shop,  and  purchase  a  four-ounce  vial  full  of  ether,  which  he  said  he 
wished  to  carry  home  with  him,  he  being  about  to  leave  town  for  Needham, 
where  he  then  resided.  And  about  the  same  time  he  explained  to  me  the  nature 
and  effects  of  ether,  and  told  me  that  if  he  could  get  any  patient  to  inhale  a  certain 
quantity  of  ether  gas  it  would  cause  insensibility  to  the  pain  of  extracting  teeth, 
and  he  tried  to  induce  me  to  take  it.  Doctor  Morton  said  he  had  breathed  it 
himself  and  it  would  do  no  .harm;  and  he  at  the  same  time  tried  to  induce  three 
young  men  in  the  office  to  take  the  gas.  This  was  in  August,  1846.  He  was 
continually  talking  about  his  discovery  to  me.  From  the  time  I  engaged  with 
Doctor  Morton,  as  aforesaid,  he  frequently  stated  to  me  that  he  had  nearly  per- 
fected every  department  in  dentistry,  save  extracting  teeth  without  pain,  and 
that  he  was  determined  to  accomplish  that  also.  But  towards  the  last  of  Sep- 
tember following  he  intimated  to  me  that,  in  some  particulars,  his  discovery  did 
not  work  exactly  right,  and,  in  my  presence,  was  consulting  his  books  to  ascer- 
tain something  ftirther  about  ether." 

Doctor  A.  A.  Gould,  a  member  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sci- 
ences, the  American  Philosophical  Society,  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  of 
Philadelphia,  the  Boston  Society  of  Natural  History,  and  the  Imperial  Mineralo- 
gical  Society  of  St.  Petersburgh,  in  his  deposition  testifies  as  follows : 

Crass-interrogatories  hy  A,  Jticksontjr,^  esq.,  counsel  for  Doctor  Charles  T.  Jackson^ 

"11th.  Will  you  please  state  when,  and  under  what  circumstances,  you  first 
had  any  knowledge  of  Doctor  Morton  1 

*•  Answi  r.  I  had  heard  Doctor  Jackson  speak  of  him  as  a  student;  but  my  first 
personal  knowledge  of  him  was  in  August  or  September,  1846,  when  he  called 
to  request  permission  from  me  to  place  my  name,  as  a  reference,  on  his  card. 

**  14th.  Will  you  please  state  what  he  said  about  destroying  pain? 

•*  Answer.  As  near  as  I  can  recollect,  he  said,  "  and  I  will  have  some  way  yet 
by  which  I  will  perform  my  operations  without  pain."  I  smiled,  and  told  him  if 
he  could  effect  that  he  would  do  more  than  human  wisdom  had  yet  done,  or  than 
I  expected  it  would  ever  do." 

From  this  testimony,  corroborative  of  the  statement  of  Dr.  Morton,  it  does,  m 
the  opinion  of  your  committee,  sufficiently  appear  that  he  was,  prior  and  subse- 
quent to  the  30th  June,  1846,  intent  upon  the  discovery  of  some  anassthetic 
agent  which  would  enable  him  to  extract  teeth  without  pain,  and  that  he  had 
faith  and  confidence  that  he  was  on  the  point  of  making  the  discovery.  He 
says  in  his  narrative  that  the  anajsthetic  agent  which  he  Qien  had  in  view  was 
t<u1phuric  ether,  and  the  proof  adduced  is,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
equally  conclusive  in  suport  of  that  fact. 

In  the  early  part  of  August  he  communicated  to  Dr.  Hayden  the  material 
used,  and  the  course  of  his  experiments  had  exhausted  his  supply  of  ether.  He 
requested  Dr.  Hayden,  during  the  early  part  of  August,  to  procure  him  a  fresh 
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quantity  from  the  store  of  Mr.  Joseph  Burnett,  and  proposed  that  he  should 
inhale  it,  stating  at  the  same  time  that  he  had  already  used  it  several  times ;  hut 
the  proposed  inhalation  Dr.  Hayden  respectfully  declined. 

1  his  last  supply  procured  was  taken  to  the  country.  As,  one  day,  he  was 
^giving  it  to  his  former  patient,  the  spaniel,  the  animal,  intoxicated,  sprang 
against  the  jar,  breaking  the  glass,  and  spilling  all  its  contents  but  a  small 
<[uantity.  Morton,  soaking  his  handkerchief  in  the  portion  which  remained, 
applied  it  to  his  own  mouth  and  nostrils,  and  by  deep  inspirations  inhaled  the 
vapor.  Soon  a  feeling  of  lassitude  came  over  him,  followea  by  a  complete  but 
very  momentary  state  of  unconsciousness,  as  he  states :  "  I  am  firmly  convinced 
that  at  that  time  a  tooth  could  have  been  drawn  with  no  feeling  of  pain  or  con- 
sciousness." This  was  the  first  real  verification  of  the  theory  on  man — ^but  on 
himself.     Now  it  remained  to  corroborate  it  upon  others. 

This  promised  fair,  but  he  was  not  yet  satisfied.  Before  attempting  its  use  in 
public  he  tried  another  and  more  decisive  experiment  on  himself,  which  he 
thus  describes  in  his  memoir  to  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  at  Paris,  and 
which  was  presented  by  M.  Arago : 

"  Taking  the  tube  and  flask,  I  shut  myself  up  in  my  room,  seated  myself  in 
the  operating  chair,  and  commenced  inhaling.  1  found  the  ether  so  strong  that 
it  partially  suffocated  me,  but  produced  no  decided  effect.  I  then  saturated  my 
handkerchief  and  inhaled  it  from  that.  I  looked  at  my  watch  and  soon  lost 
consciousness.  As  I  recovered  I  felt  a  numbness  in  my  limbs,  with  a  sensation 
like  nightmare,  and  would  have  given  the  world  for  some  one  to  come  and  arouse 
me.  I  thought  for  a  moment  I  should  die  in  that  state,  and  the  world  would 
only  pity  or  ridicule  my  folly.  At  length  I  felt  a  slight  tingling  of  the  blood 
in  the  end  of  my  third  finger,  and  made  an  effort  to  touch  it  with  my  thumb, 
hut  without  success.  At  a  second  effort  I  touched  it,  but  there  seemed  to  be  no 
sensation.  I  gradually  raised  my  ann  and  pinched  my  thigh,  but  I  could  see 
that  sensation  was  imperfect.  I  attempted  to  rise  from  my  chair,  but  fell  back. 
^Jraduallv  I  regained  power  over  my  limbs  and  full  consciousness.  I  inmiedi- 
ately  looked  at  my  watch,  and  found  that  I  had  been  insensible  between  seven 
and  eight  minutes. 

*'  Delighted  with  the  success  of  this  experiment,  I  immediately  announced  the 
result  to  the  persons  employed  in  my  establishment,  and  waited  impatiently  for 
some  one  upon  whom  I  could  make  a  fuller  trial.  Toward  evening  a  man, 
residing  in  Boston,  came  in,  suffering  great  pain,  and  wishing  to  have  a  tooth 
extracted.  He  was  afraid  of  the  operation,  and  asked  if  he  could  be  mesmerized. 
I  told  him  I  had  something  better,  and  saturating  my  handkerchief  gave  it  to 
him  to  inhale.  He  became  unconscious  almost  immediately.  -It  was  dark,  and 
Dr.  Hayden  held  the  lamp,  while  I  extracted  a  firmly-rooted  bicuspid  tooth. 
There  was  not  much  alteration  in  the  pulse,  and  no  relaxation  of  the  muscles. 
He  recovered  in  a  minute,  and  knew  nothing  of  what  had  been  done  to  him. 
He  remained  for  some  time  talking  about  the  experiment.  This  was  on  the  30tli 
of  September,  1846.  This  I  consider  to  be  the  first  demonstration  of  this  new 
fact  in  science." 

The  former  report  thus  alludes  to  that  experiment : 

The  special  circumstances  attendant  on  this  first  actual  experiment  were  most 
fortunate  for  Doctor  Morton,  for  the  cause  of  surgical  science,  and  for  the  human 
race.  The  patient,  owing  to  his  intense  suffering,  was  glad  to  avail  himself  of 
anything,  real  or  imaginary,  to  relieve  the  pain  which  he  felt  and  to  mitigate 
that  which  he  feared.  He  therefore  inhaled  the  vapor  freely,  and  delighted  with 
the  soothing  lenitive  he  continued  to  inhale  it  eagerly  until,  anaesthesia  being  com- 
plete, he  had  forgotten  his  past  sufferings  and  was  beyond  the  reach  of  present 
pain.  He  was  a  man  of  vigorous  constitution;  he  immediately  rallied,  uncon- 
cious  of  the  operation  which  had  been  performed  and  wholly  relieved  from  the  pain 
which  so  lately  afilicted  him.  If,  in  his  stead,  the  boy  who  sickened  with  the  inhala- 
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tion,  and  whose  parents,  believing  him  poisoned,  threatened  a  prosecution,  had  been 
the  first  subject,  the  experiments  womd  probably  have  gone  no  further ;  Doctor 
Morton  would  have  been  overwhelmed  with  censure  and  ridicule,  and  we  do  not 
think  that  either  of  the  contestants  would  have  come  in  to  assert  his  claim  to 
the  disgrace  of  the  failure.  Considering  the  result,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  surprise 
that  Doctor  Morton  was  elate  with  his  success.  He  immediately  announced  it 
to  those  about  him,  though  he  concealed  from  them  all,  except  Hayden,  the 
agent  with  which  the  anaesthesia  had  been  efiPected.  He  immeaiately  obtained 
the  certificate  of  Eben  Frost,  the  subject  of  his  experiment,  and  consulted  with 
Doctor  Hayden  about  testing  his  pain-subduing  vapor  in  hospital  practice. 

Doctor  Henrv  I.  Bigelow,  professor  of  surgery  in  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
College,  a  member  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Science,  the  Boston 
Society  for  Medical  Improvement,  an  honorary  member  of  the  Anatomical  So- 
ciety of  Paris,  corresponding  member  of  the  Biological  Society  of  Paris,  in  his 
work  on  ether  and  chloroform  thus  alludes  to  the  condition  of  the  discovery  at 
this  period: 

"  Towards  nine  o'clock  the  inmates  of  the  establishment  were  aroused  by 
the  arrival  of  a  patient.  Yet  he,  recognizing  in  the  dental  art  only  the  substi- 
tution of  one  pain  for  another,  desparingly  inquired  if  mesmerism  was  not  avail- 
able in  such  ordeals.  Here,  then,  was  the  long-wished-for  opportunity,  and 
complete  unconsciousness  crowned  the  experiment  with  success.  It  is  quite 
probable  that  the  world  will  not  remember  who  this  individual  was,  and  yet  it 
is  true  that  the  whole  discovery  of  which  we  are  now  speaking  exhibited  its 
first  authentic  effort  when  it  annulled  the  pain  accompanying  the  lesion  of  the 
little  nerve  that  animated  his  defective  molar. 

"  It  is  worth  while  here  to  ask,  what  was  the  position  of  the  discovery  at  this 
time  ?  A  tooth  had  been  painlessly  drawn,  and,  at  a  previous  time,  an  irrita- 
tion of  the  pulmonary  air-tubes  had  been  alleviated,  with  alleged  insensibility, 
by  the  inhalation  of  a  subtile  vapor.  Here  were  two  facts,  insufficient  for  the 
most  hasty  generalization,  circumscribed  in  their  bearing  and  showing,  not  that 
every  person  could  be  affected  in  a  similar  manner,  bearing  not  upon  vitality  at 
large,  but  upon  two  specimens  of  it  as  modified  in  these  two  individuals ;  and 
proving,  at  the  most,  that  animal  vitality  could  be  thus  affected  in  two  instances  ; 
and  not  that  it  could  be  so  in  all  instances.  Besides  this,  the  wholly  different 
question  of  danger  was  not  yet  touched  by  evidence.  If  these  two  cases  showed 
tnat  insensibility  could  be  thus  affected  without  danger,  two  or  three  previous 
cases  showed,  with  equal  clearness,  that  insensibility  produced  death.  Knowl- 
edge, at  this  point,  rested  upon  a  few  hypothetical  facts.  I  confess  had  I  been 
then  asked  whaf  inference  I  considered  safe,  I  should  have  replied,  *  you  have 
succeeded  in  two  instances  only ;  and,  in  view  of  the  previous  evidence  upon 
this  subject,  it  is  quite  likely  that  in  two  more  instances  either  you  will  fail  to 
produce  insensibility,  or,  having  produced  it,  your  patients  will  die.'  This  seems 
to  me  the  necessary  logical  conclusion  upon  previous  evidence ;  and  that  this 
was  the  first  conclusion  of  those  who  had  knowledge  in  such  matters  will 
be  well  remembered  by  many.  I  cite  only  the  opinion  of  a  distinguished 
chemist  in  a  neighboring  city,  who,  after  one  or  two  facts  of  insensibility,  coun- 
selled his  son  not  to  risk  his  health  upon  it.  Also  a  letter  from  Sir  Benjamin 
Brodie,  one  of  the  distinguished  experimenters  in  physiology  of  twenty  years 
ago,  who,  in  full  view  of  all  the  facts  that  were  borne  across  the  Atlantic,  at  the 
first  announcement  of  the  discovery,  and  after  reflection,  still  wrote  to  Doctor 
Chambers  :  *  I  had  heard  of  this  before.  The  narcotic  properties  of  inhaled 
ether  have  been  long  known,  and  I  have  tried  it  on  Guinea  pigs,  whom  it  first 
set  asleep  and  then  killed.  One  question  is,  whether  it  can  be  used  with 
safety.' 

"  This  was  indeed  the  oneg  reat  question  now  to  be  decided.    Another  question 
was,  can  insensibility  be  produced  in  all  cases  1    Let  these  questions  be  an- 
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swered  affirmatively  and  the  surgeon  would  be  justified  in  multipljing  experi- 
ments, while  the  value  of  the  discovery  would  be  infinitely  enhanced. 

"  To  settle  these  important  questions,  many  instances  of  insensibility  were 
needed,  which  were  not  long  in  offering  themselves  to  the  tenant  of  a  largely 
frequented  dental  establishment.  Each  new  trial  added  evidence  in  geometrical 
proportion,  while  the  absence  of  serious  mishap  encouraged  hope. 

"  Here  is  a  second  point  in  the  discovery,  and  I  consider  a  second  proposition 
to  have  been  now  pretty  well  demonstrated.  This  was,  not  that  ether  might 
produce  insensibility  during  the  extraction  of  a  tooth,  and  that  tlie  stAtc  of 
somnolence  might  be  unattended  with  danger,  but  that  it  could  always  produce 
insensibility,  and  that  the  danger  was  comparatively  slight. 

"Brief  inhalation  may  be  considered  as  fairly  tested,  and  the  discovery  fairly 
demonstrated,  in  this  rapid  and  multiplied  experience. 

"Analogy,  the  degree  of  insensibility,  and  its  superficial  extent,  rendered  it 
quite  probable  that  such  insensibility  would  prove  complete  and  universal. 
An  experimentum  crucis  could  alone  determine  such  a  point;  nor  was  it  long 
delayed." 

This  public  experiment,  and  the  circumstances  attending,  are  proved  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  your  committee.     Dr.  Morton  goes  on  to  say  : 

"Afterwards  I  made  several  additional  experiments  in  my  office, with  various 
success.  I  administered  it  to  a  boy,  but  it  produced  no  other  efiect  than  sick- 
ness, with  vomiting,  and  the  boy  was  taken  home  in  a  coach  and  pronounced 
by  a  physician  to  be  poisoned.  His  friends  were  excited  and  threatened  pro- 
ceedings against  me.  A  notice  of  my  successful  experiment  having,  without 
my  knowledge,  got  into  the  papers,  several  persons  called,  wishing  to  have  it 
administered.  I  gave  it  to  a  lady,  but  it  produced  no  other  effect  than  drowsi- 
ness ;  and  when  breathed  through  the  apparatus  it  produced  suffocation.  I  waa 
obliged  to  abandon  this  mode  and  try  the  globe,  and  procured  one  from  Mr. 
Wightman ;  placing  a  saturated  sponge  in  the  larger  end  she  breathed  through 
that.  In  this  way  she  seemed  to  be  in  an  unnatural  state,  but  continued  talk- 
ing, and  refused  to  have  the  tooth  extracted.  I  made  her  some  trifling  oflFer,  to 
which  she  assented,  and  I  drew  the  tooth,  without  any  indication  of  pain  on 
her  part,  not  a  muscle  moving.  Her  pulse  was  at  90,  her  face  much  flushed, 
and  after  coming  to  she  remained  a  long  time  excessively  drowsy.  From  this 
experiment  I  became  satisfied  of  what  is  now  well  proved,  that  consciousness 
will  sometimes  remain  after  insensibility  to  pain  is  removed. 

"  I  afterwards  gave  it  to  a  Miss  L.,  a  lady  of  about  twenty-five.  The  effect 
upon  her  was  rather  alarming.  She  sprang  up  from  the  chair,  leaped  into  the 
air,  screamed,  and  was  held  down  with  difficulty.  When  she  "came  to  she  was 
unconscious  of  what  had  passed,  but  was  willing  to  have  it  administered  again, 
which  I  did  with  perfect  success,  extracting  two  molar  teeth.  After  this  I  tried 
several  other  experiments,  some  with  more  and  some  with  less  success,  giving 
my  principal  attention  to  the  perfecting  of  my  modes  of  administering  it." 

The  puolic  notice  which  had  been  drawn  to  these  trials  by  the  publication  in 
the  newspapers  induced  many  to  visit  his  office  as  patients,  and  from  motives  of 
curiosity  or  interest;  among  them  Dr.  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  the  eminent  surgeon, 
from  whose  notes  the  following  cases  were  taken,  and  are  good  examples  of  the 
usual  results  produced  by  the  inhalation  of  ether,  and  of  the  feelings  and 
expressions  of  patients  under  it*  influence. 

"  A  boy  of  sixteen,  of  medium  stature  and  strength,  was  seated  in  the  chair. 
The  first  few  inhalations  occasioned  a  quick  cough,  which  afterwards  subsided ; 
at  the  end  of  eight  minutes  the  head  fell  back  and  the  arms  dropped,  but,  owing 
to  some  resistance  in  opening  the  mouth,  the  tooth  could  not  be  reached  before 
he  awoke.  He  again  inhaled  for  two  minutes,  and  slept  three  minutes,  during 
which  time  the  tooth,  an  inferior  molar,  was  extracted.  At  the  moment  of 
extraction  the  features  assumed  an  expression  of  pain,  and  the  hand  was  raised. 
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Upon  coming  to  himself  he  said  he  had  had  a  '  first  rate  dream — very  quiet,'  he 
said,  'and  had  dreamed  of  Napoleon — ^had  not  the  slightest  consciousness  of 
pain — ^the  time  had  seemed  long;'  and  he  left  the  chair,  feeling  no  uneasiness 
of  any  kind,  and  evidently  in  a  high  state  of  admiration. 

"A  girl  of  sixteen  immediately  occupied  the  chair.  After  coughing  a  little 
she  inhaled  during  three  minutes,  and  fell  asleep,  when  a  molar  tooth  was 
extracted,  after  which  she  continued  to  slumber  tranquilly  during  three  minutes 
more.  At  the  moment  when  force  was  applied  she  flinched  and  frowned,  raisin? 
her  hand  to  her  mouth,  but  said  she  had  been  dreaming  a  pleasant  dream,  and 
knew  nothing  of  the  operation. 

"  A  stout  Doy  of  twelve,  at  the  first  inspiration,  coughed  considerably,  and 
required  a  good  deal  of  encouragement  to  induce  him  to  go  on.  At  the  end  of 
three  minutes  from  the  first  fair  inhalation  the  muscles  were  relaxed  and  the  pupil 
dilated.  During  the  attempt  to  force  open  the  mouth  he  recovered  his  con- 
sciousness, and  again  inhaled  during  two  minutes;  and  in  the  ensuing  one 
minute  two  teeth  were  extracted,  the  patient  seeming  somewhat  conscious,  but 
upon  actually  awaking  he  declared  *it  was  the  best  fun  he  ever  saw,'  avowed 
his  intention  of  coming  there  again,  and  insisted  upon  having  another  tooth 
extracted  upon  the  spot. 

**  The  next  patient  was  a  healthy-looking,  middle-aged  woman,  who  inhaled 
the  vapor  for  four  minutes.  In  the  course  of  the  next  two  minutes  a  back  tooth 
was  extracted,  and  the  patient  continued  smiling  in  her  sleep  for  three  minutes 
more.  Pulse  120,  not  affected  at  the  moment  of  the  operation,  but  smaller 
during  sleep.  Upon  coming  to  herself  she  exclaimed  that  *it  was  beautiful — 
she  dreamed  of  being  at  home— it  seemed  as  if  she  had  been  gone  a  month.' " 

These  cases,  which  occurred  successively  in  about  an  hour,  at  the  room  of 
Dr.  Morton,  are  fair  examples  of  the  average  results  produced  by  the  inhalation 
of  the  vapor,  and  will  convey  an  idea  of  the  fe^ings  and  expressions  of  many 
of  the  patients  subjected  to  the  process. 

The  gentleman  who  had  conducted  these  experiments  determined  upon  sub- 
mitting the  new  phenomena  to  the  test  of  a  surgical  operation ;  and  there  was  a 
certain  liberality  of  spirit  which  was  instrumental  in  introducing  the  discovery 
into  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital.  Many  such  pretended  discoveries  had 
failed.  To  be  a  party  to  such  public  failure  was  to  invite  an  imputation  of  lack 
of  judgment ;  and  although  this  novelty  presented  peculiar  and  unequivocal  evi- 
dence, and  possessed  an  intrinsic  worth  which  need  have  regarded  no  opposition, 
yet  a  spirit  of  liberality  and  of  discernment  is  to  be  recognized  in  the  attitude 
of  Dr.  Warren,  vho  assumed  the  responsibility  of  failure,  and  of  the  danger  that 
might  well  seem  possible  to  one  who  had  not  witnessed  the  previous  experi- 
ments.    Ether  has  not  always  met  with  equal  consideration. 

Dr.  Hayden  says  on  the  evening  of  the  30th  of  September,  after  the  first  ex- 
periment had  been  made  with  success,  Dr.  Morton  spoke  about  going  to  the  hos- 
pital and  using  the  ether  there,  and  thus  bring  out  the  new  discovery. 

Dr.  John  C.  Warren  was  then  senior  surgeon  and  in  charge  of  that  hospital. 
On  the  4th  of  October  Dr.  Morton  called  upon  him  and  laid  the  whole  matter 
before  him.  There  were  other  reasons  why  it  was  most  natural  that  Dr.  Mor- 
ton should  go  to  Dr.  Warren ;  he  was  a  member  of  his  class,  and  he  had  on 
former  occasions  been  in  the  habit  of  calling  on  him  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
improvements  he  had  made,  somewhat  out  of  the  line  of  the  dentist,  and  lying 
within  the  domain  of  surgery.     J.  Mason  Warren  says  : 

"  I  first  saw  Dr.  Morton  in  1846,  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Warren,  in  Park  street, 
I  think,  between  1  and  2  o'clock.  He  came  there  to  show  me  an  artificial 
palate,  I  being  at  that  time  interested  in  operations  for  fissure  of  the  palate. 
Some  time  afterwards  he  came  there  again,  about  the  same  hour,  to  exhibit  to 
Dr.  John  0.  Warren  and  myself  some  artificial  teeth,  which,  he  said,  were  con- 
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Btrncted  on  a  new  plan.  Some  time  after  that,  in  October,  Dr.  Warren  in- 
formed me  that  Dr.  Morton  had  been  there  and  informed  him  that  he  had  dis- 
covered an  agent  for  preventing  pain,  I  think  he  said,  in  dental  or  sur- 
gical operations,  and  requested  Dr.  Warren  that  he  would  afford  him  an 
opportunity  of  trying   it   in   a  surgical   operation.     Dr.  Warren,  after  some 

Suestions  on  the  subject,  promised  that  he  would  do  so.  On  Tuesday,  which  I 
link  was  the  I3th  of  October,  and  after  the  surgical  visit  at  the  hospital,  a 
patient  was  brought  up  into  the  operating  room  for  the  purpose  of  having  an 
operation  performed.  Dr.  Warren  then,  apparently  remembering  his  promise 
to  Dr.  Morton,  said :  "  I  now  remember  that  I  have  made  a  promise  to  Dr. 
Morton  to  give  him  an  opportunity  to  try  a  new  remedy  for  preventing  pain  in 
surgical  operations,*'  and  asked  the  patient  if  he  should  like  to  have  the  opera- 
tion done  without  suffering.  He  answered  that  he  should.  The  operation  was 
therefore  deferred  until  Friday,  the  16th  of  October. 

M.  Velpeau,  who  is  named  at  the  head  of  the  commission  on  ether,  in  speaking 
of  Dr.  Morton,  at  the  period  he  applied  to  Dr.  Warren,  says : 

"  Sure,  then,  of  this  fact,  he  addressed  himself  to  the  surgeons  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts General  Hospital,  and  proposed  to  them  to  apply  his  means  to  patients 
who  were  to  be  submited  to  the  action  of  cutting  instruments.  They  hesitate  a  mo- 
ment; they  afterw'ards  accept.  Without  being  complete  the  first  experiment 
gave  courage;  at  the  second  attempt  success  left  nothing  to  desire.  The  facts 
multiply  themselves  in  a  few  days,  and  the  question  is  answered  almost  as  soon 
as  put.  No  objection  is  longer  possible ;  the  most  incredulous  are  obliged  to 
yield  to  the  evidence;  they  must  believe  their  eyes;  the  solution  of  the  grand 
problem  is  at  last  found." 

Day  after  day  rolled  on  without  hearing  anything  from  Dr.  Warren.  In  the 
meantime  Dr.  Morton  was  constantly  engaged  in  trying  experiments  at  his 
office,  some  with  more  and  some^with  less  success.  Dr.  Bigelow  gives  an  account 
of  half  a  dozen  experiments  witnessed  in  the  course  of  one  hour  at  Dr.  Morton's 
rooms.  From  the  day  of  the  first  experiment,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  Dr.  Morton 
hardly  knew  a  full  night's  rest  or  a  regular  meal  for  three  months. 

The  enthusiasm,  as  regards  the  new  discovery,  increased  from  day  to  day; 
notices  multiplied  in  the  papers,  and  the  news  was  spread — it  was  received  with 
acclamation  oy  men  of  science  and  high  social  position,  while,  at  the  same  time. 
it  inspired  the  poor  waiting  sufferers  at  the  hospitals  and  elsewhere  with  con- 
fidence, hope»  and  joy.  At  first  they  seemed  somewhat  incredulous,  as  if  it  w^ere 
"  too  good  news  to  be  true."  Soon  all  became  satisfied  of  there  being  something 
in  it,  on  good  hearsay  evidence,  and  some  had  ocular  demonstration  of  what 
they  sought  to  know. 

At  the  end  of  ten  long  days  from  the  time  Dr.  Morton  caUed  on  Dr.  Warren 
he  received  the  following  note : 

"Dear  Sir:  I  write  at  the  request  of  Dr.  J.  0.  Warren,  to  invite  you  to  be 
present  on  Friday  morning  at  ten  o'clock,  at  the  hospital,  to  administer  to  a 
patient,  who  is  then  to  be  operated  upon,  the  preparation  which  you  have  in- 
vented to  diminish  the  sensibility  to  pain. 
"Yours,  respectfidly, 

"0.  F.  HAYWOOD, 
*'  Hoti^e  Surgeon  to  the  General  Hospital,  October  14,  1846. 
"Dh.  Morton,  Tremont  Row:' 

As  the  time  drew  near  for  his  experiment  at  the  hospital  Dr.  Morton  became 
exceedingly  anxious,  and  devoted  himself,  night  and  day,  to  the  perfection  of 
his  apparatus,  and  to  a  still  more  complete  investigation  of  the  subject. 

Among  others  whom  he  conferred  with  at  this  time  was  Dr.  A.  A.  Gould, 
who  gave  it  his  earnest  attention,  and  devoted  himself  to  making  sketches  of 
apparatus,  and  in  experimenting  and  suggesting  antidotes  for  its  unfavorable 
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effects ;  and  in  still  further  extending  to  Morton  the  knowledge  of  the  literature 
of  the  suhject.  One  form  of  apparatus,  which  had  been  agi-eed  upon  by  him  as 
possessing  advantages  over  the  old  one  used  by  Morton,  had  been  ordered  of 
Mr.  Chamberlain,  the  instrument  maker,  who  had  promised  to  have  it  finished 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  trial  at  the  hospital.  But,  as  the  hour  drew  neat, 
it  was  found  that  some  last  changes  Avere  required  to  finish  it,  and  Morton,  be- 
coming nervous  and  impatient,  hurried  him  on  in  his  work,  until  at  last,  fear- 
ing lest  he  should  be  too  late,  he  seized  the  instrument  directly  from  his  hands, 
and  started  in  haste  for  the  hospital,  almost  breathless  with  apprehension  and 
the  celerity  of  his  movements.  ' 

He  had  taken  the  precaution  to  request  Mr.  Frost  to  accompany  him,  to 
conduce  in  some  way  to  his  relief,  in  case  of  failure,  and  act  as  a  voucher  as 
regards  his  statements  of  what  he  had  already  accomplished.  At  this  moment 
his  mind  was  in  one  gi-eat  whirl  of  doubts  and  conflicting  emotions.  Mixed 
with  the  fear  that  his  new  and  untried  instrument  might  not  work,  and  perhaps 
render  the  issue  abortive,  was  his  own  vague  doubt  of  a  successful  exhibition. 

He  had  already  had  sufficient  experience  in  administering  the  vapor  to  know 
that  its  effects  were  widely  different  upon  various  persons,  and  he  could  hardly 
dare  to  hope  that  the  case  would  be  as  favorable  as  that  of  the  man  who  was  accom- 
panying him.  Suppose  the  patient  should  be  affected  as  some  had  already  been 
at  his  house,  and  should  scream,  or  leap  into  the  air,  requiring  force  to  keep  him 
in  his  seat,  would  not  the  surgeons  at  once  feel  obliged  to  interfere,  take  the 
patient  from  his  hands,  and  politely  request  him  to  retire  ?  Then,  too,  there 
were  cases  on  record  of  patients,  debilitated  by  disease,  dying  before  the 
eyes  of  the  operating  surgeon,  and  the  question  flashed  through  his  mind :  "  If 
this  experiment  should  result  adversely,  shall  I  not  be  charged  with  its  fatal 
issue?" 

A  second  unfavorable  fact  in  the  case  was  his  entire  ignorance  as  to  what  his 
patient  might  be ;  whether  some  hardened  toper,  saturated  with  strong  drink, 
upon  whom  the  preparation  might  produce  no  more  effect  than  his  ordinary  daily 
"  nipper."  or  some  delicate  and  timid  female,  who  would  tremble  and  be  over- 
come at  the  very  thought  of  being  experimented  upon. 

Luckily  for  Morton  was  it  that  he  arrived  at  the  precise  moment  at  which  he 
did.     But  we  will  let  an  eye-witness  tell  the  rest  of  the  story. 

Dr.  Gould,  who  was  present  at  the  first  operation  in  the  hospital,  says :  "  Dr. 
Warren  was  about  to  commence  the  operation.  He  suddenly  rose  and  turned 
to  those  present,  and  said  he  had  forgotten  that  he  had  promised  to  allow  Dr. 
Morton  to  give  something  which  he  thought  would  prevent  pain,  and  he  would 
wait.  Previous  to  the  operation.  Dr.  Warren,  having  waited  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes,  again  turned  to  those  present  and  said :  '  As  Dr.  Morton  has  not  arrived, 
I  presume  he  is  otherwise  engaged ;'  apparently  conveying  the  idea  that  Dr. 
Morton  did  not  intend  to  appear.  The  remark  of  Dr.  Warren  brought  out  a 
great  laugh.  Dr.  Warren  then  sat  down  to  his  patient.  Just  as  he  raised  his 
knife.  Dr.  Morton  appeared  with  an  inhaler  Avith  valves,  such  as  I  had  proposed. 
He  administered  the  ether.  All  looked  very  incredulous,  especially  as  the  man 
became  at  first  exhilarated.  But  suddenly  the  anaesthetic  effect  took  place. 
This  occasioned  a  start  of  surprise  from  all  present.  Dr.  Morton  coolly  informed 
Dr.  Warren  that  his  patient  was  ready." 

Wc  give  the  substance  of  Dr.  Gould's  testimony,  the  order  not  being  exactly 
preserved. 

"As  Dr.  Warren,  seizing  the  bunch  of  veins  in  his  hand,  made  the  first  in- 
scision  through  the  skin,  the  patient  made  no  sound  nor  moved  one  muscle  of 
his  body.  As  the  operation  progressed  all  eyes  were  riveted  on  this  novel 
scene  in  eager  expectancy  and  amazement.  The  silence  of  the  tomb  reigned  in 
the  large  amphitheatre,  and  the  form  of  each  beholder  was  as  still  and  inunovable 
as  the  skeletons  and  mummies  which  hung  in  the  cases  behind  ^^^^\^r^]r> 
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*' At  length  the  operatiou  was  ^nished,  and  the  hlood  having  been  washed  from 
his  face  the  patient  was  gradually  allowed  to  come  from  his  anaesthetic  state. 
When  fully  restored  to  consciousness,  and  able  to  answer  questions,  he  gave  the 
triumphant  and  gratifying  intelligence,  *  I  have  experiencea  no  pain,  but  only  a 
sensation  like  that  of  scraping  the  part  with  a  blunt  instrument.'  This  arose 
from  the  fact  that,  as  the  operation  had  taken  rather  longer  than  anticipated.  Dr. 
Morton  had  several  times  removed  the  inhaling  instrument  from  his  mouth.*' 

Dr.  John  C.  Warren  says : 

Answer.  I  performed  an  operation,  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Morton,  at  that  time, 
upon  a  patient  who  was  under  the  influence  of  something,  I  don't  know  what. 
I  did  not  know  then,  and  don't  know  now.  Dr.  Morton  called  on  me  some  days 
before  that  time,  said  he  had  an  article  the  use  of  which  would  prevent  pain  in 
surgical  operations,  and  asked  me  to  use  it  the  first  opportunity  I  had  Two  or 
three  days  after,  not  having  any  private  operation,  I  employed  it  on  a  patient  at 
the  hospital. 

3d.  Was  this,  and  how  far,  a  successful  operation,  as  regards  the  insensibility 
of  the  patient  ? 

Answer.  As  relates  to  pain,  it  was  perfectly  successful.  The  patient  did  not 
complain  of  pain  at  that  time,  nor  even  state  that  he  had  experienced  pain,  but, 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  operation,  he  was  sufficiently  conscious  to  speak 
and  move  freely. 

4th.  Was  it  Dr.  Morton's  request  that  you  should  use  it  at  the  hospital,  or 
that  you  would  use  it  in  a  surgical  case,  irrespective  of  place  ? 

Answer.  It  was  of  a  general  nature,  and,  as  I  understood,  referred  particu- 
larly to  my  private  patient,  but  not  having  any  private  patient  to  operate  on  at 
that  moment  I  applied  it  to  a  patient  in  the  hospital. 

5th.  What  was  the  operation  of  October  16,  1846  ? 

Answer.  It  was  an  operation  on  a  tumor  about  three  inches  long,  on  the  left 
side  of  the  neck,  a  dangerous  vascular  tumor,  deeply  situated.  It  was  removed 
in  about  five  minutes. 

6th.  Before  you  used  it  did  you  take  means,  by  inquiry  or  otherwise,  to 
satisfy  yourself  of  the  safety  and  probable  utility  of  this  substance  which  Dr. 
Morton  proposed  to  administer? 

Answer.  I  asked  Dr.  Morton  whether  the  substance  he  proposed  to  me  to  use 
was  certainly  safe  to  the  patient,  and  whether  he  was  sure  it  would  be  effectual, 
as  I  had  been  anxious  to  find  something  of  the  kind  he  proposed,  and  made 
repeated  trials  of  articles  without  any  satisfactory  effect.  He  assured  me  in 
reply  that  the  substance  he  proposed  to  employ  was  perfectly  safe,  and  thought 
it  would  be  effectual. 

As  this  is  the  central  point  of  the  inquiry,  your  committee  add  a  report, 
copied  from  the  records  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital :  "  This  case  is 
remarkable  in  the  annals  of  surgery.  It  was  the  first  surgical  operation  per- 
formed under  the  influence  of  ether.  Dr.  Warren  had  been  applied  to  by  Dr. 
Morton,  a  dentist,  with  the  request  that  he  would  try  the  inhalation  of  a  fluid, 
which  he  said  he  had  found  to  be  effectual  in  preventing  pain  during  operations 
on  the  teeth.  Dr.  Warren,  having  satisfied  himself  that  the  breathing  of  the 
fluid  would  be  harmless,  agreed  to  employ  it  when  an  opportunity  presented. 
None  occurring  in  private  practice  within  a  day  or  two,  he  determined  to  use  it 
on  this  patient. 

"Before  the  operation  began,  some  time  was  lost  in  waiting  for  Dr.  Morton, 
and  ultimately  it  was  thought  he  would  not  appear;  at  length  he  arrived  and 
explained  his  detention,  by  informing  Dr.  Warren  that  he  had  been  occapied  in 
preparing  his  apparatus,  which  consisted  of  a  tube  connected  with  a  glass  globe. 
This  apparatus  he  then  proceeded  to  apply,  and  after  four  or  five  minutes  the 
patient  appeared  to  be  asleep,  and   the  operation  was   performed  as  above 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


DR.   WM.   T.   O.   MORTON.  25 

dercribed.  To  the  surprise  of  Dr.  Warren  and  the  other  gentlemen  present,  the 
patient  did  not  shriek  or  cry  out;  but  during  the  insulation  of  the  veins  he 
began  to  move  his  limbs  and  utter  extraordinary  expressions.  These  move- 
ments seemed  to  indicate  the  existence  of  pain,  but  alter  he  had  recovered  his 
faculties,  he  said  he  had  experienced  none,  but  only  a  sensation  like  that  of 
scraping  the  part  with  a  blunt  instrument,  and  he  ever  after  continued  to  say 
he  had  not  felt  any  pain.  The  result  of  this  operation  led  to  the  repetition  of 
the  use  of  ether  in  other  cases,  and  in  a  few  days  its  success  was  established, 
and  its  use  resorted  to  in  every  considerable  operation  in  the  city  of  Boston  and 
its  vicinity." 

This  was  the  16th  of  October,  1846,  made  ever  memorable  and  glorious  as 
long  as  man  shall  suffer  pain.  The  report  of  the  Massachusetts  Oeneral  Hospital 
for  1848  says:  "The  student  who  from  distant  lands,  or  in  distant  ages,  may 
visit  this  spot,  will  view  it  with  increased  interest  as  he  remembers  that  here 
was  first  demonstrated  one  of  the  most  glorious  truths  of  science." 

Dr.  Henry  J.  Bigelow  says : 

"  The  operation  of  that  day  was  incomplete  in  its  results,  for  readous  to  be 
hereafter  indicated.  A  young  man  offered  signs  of  sensibility  during  and  after 
a  dissection  which  was  not  particularly  painful.  Some  powerful  drug  already 
known,  or  even  the  imagination,  might  well  have  been  suspected  of  agency  in 
the  phenomena. 

"  On  the  ensuing  day  a  woman  offered  herself  with  a  tumor  of  considerable 
magnitude  in  the  right  shoulder.  A  few  minutes  of  the  most  complete  and 
passive  insensibility  served  for  its  extirpation.  No  imagination  was  here  to  be 
accused.  The  drooping  lid,  the  head  fallen  on  the  shoulder,  the  stolid  relaxa- 
tion of  the  mouth,  suggested  no  overworking  of  the  intellect,  no  rapt  uncon- 
sciousness, nor  inspired  ecstasy.  The  phenomena  were  real,  familiar  to  daily 
experience;  they  belonged  to  the  profoundest  sleep.  This  operation  of  Dr. 
Hay  ward  first  showed  conclusively  the  power  of  the  new  agent  in  averting  the 
terrors  of  the  surgical  art.  The  casual  spectator  would  have  remarked  no  ex- 
pression of  wonder  nor  unusual  excitement  in  the  bystanders  at  the  worRing  of 
this  miracle.  Nothing  to  awe  or  startle  marred  the  tranquillity  of  the  operating 
room.  Yet  I  think  those  present  will  not  soon  forget  the  conviction  of  those 
few  moments,  associated  at  this  remote  day  with  the  breathless  silence  of  the 
crowd,  and  the  unwonted  fumes  of  aromatics  burned  to  mask  the  emanations 
from  the  yet  mysterious  agent.  After  this,  to  the  surprise  of  Dr.  Morton,  the 
practice  was  discontinued,  and  for  the  ensuing  three  weeks  the  patients  were 
all  operated  upon  as  before,  though  numerous  operations  were  daily  being  per- 
formed at  his  own  house. 

Being  desirous  of  employing  it  in  a  case  of  amputation,  Morton  applied  to 
Dr.  Hay  ward,  then  on  duty,  for  an  opportunity,  as  he  had  heard  that  there  was 
then  a  patient  requiring  that  operation  waiting  in  the  hospital. 

Dr.  Uayward  says : 

«*  On  the  first  of  November  I  took  charge  of  the  surgical  department  of 
the  hospital ;  and  on  the  following  day,  in  conversation  with  Dr.  Warren,  I 
stated  that  I  did  not  intend  to  allow  the  medical  patients  to  inhale  this  prepa- 
ration of  Dr.  Morton  (for  we  were  then  ignorant  of  the  precise  nature  of  it) 
during  my  period  of  service,  unless  all  the  surgeons  of  the  hospital  were  told 
what  it  was,  and  were  aatUJied  of  the  9afcty  of  using  it.  Dr.  Warren  agreed 
with  me  as  to  the  propriety  of  this  course. 

**  C>n  the  6th  of  November  Dr.  Morton  called  at  my  house  and  asked  me  if  I 
wai4  willing  to  have  his  preparation  inhaled  by  a  patient  whose  limb  I  was  to 
amputate  on  the  following  day.  I  told  him  of  the  conversation  I  had  had  with 
Dr.  Warren  on  the  subject.  Dr.  Morton  at  once  said  he  was  ready  to  let  us 
know  what  the  article  was,  and  to  give  the  surgeons  of  the  bf^ipit4^^Qjaghtj42 
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use  it  there  when  they  pleased.  He  added  that  he  would  send  me  a  letter  in 
the  course  of  the  day  to  this  effect.  I  requested  him  to  direct  it  to  Dr.  Warren, 
as  he  was  the  senior  surgeon,  and  told  him  that  I  would  submit  it  to  my  col- 
leagues at  a  consultation  to  be  held  on  the  following  morning.  He  wrote  the 
letter  accordingly." 

"  The  subject  was  maturely  considered  by  the  surgeons,  who  were  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  the  ether  should  be  inhaled  by  the  individual  who  was  to  undergo 
the  operation  that  day."  ^ 

The  letter  was  as  follows  : 

"Boston,  November  iath,  1846. 

*'  Dbar  Sir  :  As  it  may  sometimes  be  desirable  that  surgical  operations  should 
be  performed  at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  under  the  influence  of  the 
preparation  employed  by  me  for  producing  temporar}*^  insensibility  to  pain,  you 
will  allow  me,  through  you,  to  offer  to  the  hospital  the  free  use  of  it  for  all  the 
hospital  operations.  I  should  be  pleased  to  give  to  the  surgeons  of  the  hospital 
any  information,  in  addition  to  what  they  now  possess,  which  they  may  think 
desirable  in  order  to  employ  it  with  confidence.  I  will  also  instruct  such  per- 
sons as  they  may  select,  connected  with  the  hospital,  in  the  mode  of  employin*^ 
it.  This  information,  I  must  request,  should  be  regarded  as  confidential,  as  I 
wish  for  ample  time  to  make  such  modifications  as  experience  may  suggest  in 
its  exhibition.  It  is  also  my  intention  to  have  persons  suitably  instructed,  who 
will  go  wherever  desired,  for  a  reasonable  compensation,  and  administer  it  for 
private  operations,  thus  enabling  any  surgeon  to  employ  it  in  his  private  prac- 
tice whenever  he  may  have  occasion.  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me  that  thi^ 
will  be  wiser,  tmtil  its  merits  are  fuller  established,  than  to  put  it  into  the  hand? 
of  everybody,  thereby  bringing  discredit  upon  the  preparation  by  its  injudicious 
employment.  Should  you  wish  me  to  administer  at  any  of  the  operations  to- 
morrow, I  shall  do  so  with  pleasure ;  and  should  the  above  proposition  be  deemed 
worthy  of  being  entertained,  I  shall  be  ready  to  make  the  arrangement  as  soon 
as  informed  of  your  wishes. 

•  "W.  T.  G.  MORTON. 

"  Dr.  Warren." 

"  Park  Street,  November  6M. 
"  Dear  Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  polite  letter; 
I  shall  lose  no  time  in  laying  it  before  the  surgeons  of  the  hospital. 
"  I  remain,  respectfully,  yours, 

"J.  C.  WARREN." 

* 

Dr.  Hay  ward,  in  speaking  of  this  operation,  says  :  "  It  was  my  fortune  to 
perform  the  first  capital  operation  on  a  patient  rendered  insensible  by  the  inhala- 
tion of  sulphuric  ether.  ••.'*••• 
It  rarely  falls  to  the  lot  of  a  professional  man  to  be  the  witness  of  a  scene  of 
more  intense  interest.  The  operating  room  was  crowded ;  many  were  obliged  to 
stand.  Besides  the  class  of  students  in  attendance  on  the  lectures,  numbering 
more  than  a  hundred,  and  many  of  the  principal  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the 
city  and  neighborhood,  there  were  present  several  clergymen,  lawyers,  and  other 
individuals  from  the  various  callings  of  life.  When  I  entered  the  theatre,  before 
the  patient  was  brought  in,  I  found  it,  to  my  surprise,  filled  in  every  part,  except 
the  floor  on  which  the  table  stood,  with  persons  on  whose  countenances  was 
depicted  the  almost  painful  anxiety  with  which  they  awaited  the  result  of  the 
experiment  they  were  about  to  witness.  I  simply  told  them  that  I  had  decided, 
with  the  advice  of  ray  colleagues,  to  allow  the  patient  on  whom  I  was  to 
operate  to  inhale  an  article  which  was  said  to  have  the  power  of  annulling 
pain.     The  patient  was  then  brought  in.     She  waSyfl,dfilicftiieL.laoking  girl  o{ 
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abont  twenty  years  of  age,  who  liad  suffered  for  a  long  time  from  a  scroftdoas 
disease  of  tne  knee  joint.  It  had  at  length  suppurated;  there  were  extensive 
openings  into  the  cavity  of  the  joint ;  the  cartilages  were  ulcerated,  and  partly 
absorbed ;  the  bones  carious,  and  symptoms  of  hectic  fever  had  already  made 
their  appearance. 

**  As  soon  as  she  was  well  arranged  on  the  table  I  told  her  that  I  should  let 
her  breathe  something  which  I  hoped  would  prevent  her  from  suffering  much 
from  the  operation,  and  that  she  need  not  be  afraid  of  breathing  it  freely. 

*•  As  the  ether  was  at  the  time  administered  by  means  of  a  large  and  clumsy 
instrument,  which  required,  to  some  extent,  the  co-operation  of  the  patient,  it 
was  desirable  that  the  amputation  should  be  done  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Every 
thing,  therefore,  was  arranged  with  this  view.  I  decided  to  perform  the  flap 
operation.  One  person  was  to  compress  the  artery,  another  to  witiidraw  the 
flaps,  a  third  to  hand  the  instruments,  and  a  fourth  to  watch  the  pulse.  I 
grasped  the  patient's  limb  with  my  left  hand,  and  held  the  amputating  knife 
behind  me  in  my  right,  carefully  concealed  from  her  view.  The  mouth  piece  of 
the  inhaling  instrument  was  then  put  into  her  mouth,  and  she  was  directed  to 
take  long  inspirations.  After  breathing  in  this  way  a  short  time,  the  nostrils 
were  compressed,  so  that  all  the  air  that  went  into  the  lungs  must  first  pass 
through  .the  machine,  and  of  course  be  mixed  with  the  vapor  of  the  ether. 
She  breathed  with  perfect  ease,  and  without  struggling,  and  in  about  three 
minutes  from  the  time  the  instrument  was  put  into  her  mouth  Dr.  Morton  said, 
*  she  is  ready.'  A  deathlike  silence  reigned  in  the  room ;  no  one  moved,  or 
hardly  breathed.  I  passed  the  knife  directly  through  the  limb,  and  brought  it 
out  as  rapidly  as  I  could,  and  made  the  upper  flap.  The  patient  gave  no  sign 
of  feeling  or  consciousness,  but  looked  like  one  in  a  deep,  quiet  sleep.  Every 
other  person  in  the  room  took  a  full  inspiration  that  was  distinctly  audible,  and 
seemed  to  feel  that  they  could  now  breathe  again.  The  second  flap  was  then 
made,  the  bone  sawed,  five  arteries  were  tied,  and  as  I  was  tightening  the  liga-  . 
ture  upon  the  sixth  and  last  she  groaned,  being  the  first  indication  of  sensibility 
that  had. been  given.  Nothing  more  was  done  than  to  bring  the  flaps  together, 
cover  the  stump  with  cloths  dipped  in  cold  water,  and  apply  two  or  three  turns 
of  a  roller  to  keep  them  in  place.  Her  consciousness  soon  returned;  she  was 
wholly  ignorant  that  the  operation  had  been  done.  For  some  time  she  would 
not  believe  it,  and  said  that  she  had  felt  nothing  till  I  tied  the  last  artery. 
The  operation  lasted  a  minute  and  three-quarters,  not  including  the  time 
required  to  tie  the  arteries.  I  did  it  rapidly,  though  it  has  been  done  in  less 
time,  because  I  feared  that  the  insensibility  might  pass  off,  and  we  had  no  means 
then,  as  we  have  now,  of  continuing  it  as  long  as  is  necessary."  ^ 

Dr.  J.  Mason  Warren  says  his  father,  on  the  day  the  preceding  operation  was 
performed,  removed  a  portion  of  the  jaw  from  a  female,  who  was  also  rendered 
insensible  by  the  ether,  also  administered  by  Dr.  Morton.  The  next  case  was 
a  patient  of  my  own,  November  12,  in  which  the  patient  was  entirely  uncon- 
scious while  under  the  influence  of  the  ansesthetic  agent  given  by  Dr.  Morton ; 
this  was  a  female  at  the  west  end  of  Boston,  in  the  vicinity  of  Myrtle  street. 
The  operation  was  the  removal  of  a  tumor  from  the  arm.  I  believe  that  was 
the  first  private  operation  performed  with  ether,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes. 
The  next  time  was  on  the  twenty-first  of  November,  on  a  patient  from  whom  I 
removed  a  large  tumor  of  the  thigh  at  the  Bromfield  House.  The  ether  in  this, 
as  in  the  other  cases,  was  given  by  Dr.  Morton.  From  this  time  until  March 
I  had  a  series  of  surgical  operations  hi  private  practice,  in  many  of  which  Dr. 
Morton  was  present,  and  administered  the  ether. 

Another  important  case  that  soon  followed  was  that  of  a  man  at  an  advanced 
age,  who  was  afflicted  with  a  paralysis  of  the  lower  extremities,  owing  to  a  dis- 
ease of  the  bones  of  the  spine.  ^ 

For  the  relief  of  this,  and  to  prevent  the  extension  of  the  diseikftekn  the  bones. 
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it  was  decided  necessary  to  cauterize  him  with  the  actual  cautery  the  whole 
length  of  the  back,  on  each  side  of  the  spine.  How  painful  this  would  be,  un- 
less with  the  sensation  benumbed,  the  slight  burn  of  a  finger  can  give  some  idea. 
He  inhaled  the  ether,  and  soon  was  lying  in  a  quiet  and  easy  slumber.  Then 
the  surgeons  taking  the  irons,  heated  to  a  white  heat,  passed  them  over  his 
white  and  tender  skin.  As  the  hot  iron  hissed,  and  the  flesh,  blackened  by  the 
intensity,  shrunk  crisply  away  before  it,  without  one  groan  or  movement  from 
the  patient,  the  enthusiasm  of  those  present  knew  no  bounds,  and  had  it  not 
been  for  the  stillness  demanded  in  the  place,  and  the  exigency  of  the  occasion, 
they  would  so  far  have  forgotten  all  propriety  as  to  have  broken  out  into  tumult- 
uous applause ;  nor  was  this  subdued  when  the  patient,  on  his  return  to  con- 
sciousness, declared  himself  ignorant  of  the  performance  of  the  operation,  and 
informed  the  bystanders  that  he  had  experienced  a  most  delightful  dream,  and 
had  experienced  more  agreeable  sensations  than  he  had  felt  for  many  a  day. 

Dr.  Bigelow  says :  "  A  hundred  promiscuous  cases  rapidly  occuntMl ;  often  in 
the  face  of  hundreds  of  spectators,  not  one  of  whom  attributed  the  results  to  decep- 
tion or  imagination.  The  mass  of  evidence  swelled  as  it  rolled  onward,  month 
after  month,  to  every  part  of  this  country  and  of  the  civilized  world;  and  yet  in 
November,  1847,  more  than  a  year  after  the  discovery,  we  find  it  stated  that  in 
one  of  the  largest  hospitals  in  North  America  ether  'had  not  been  tried  at  all.' 

**  For  the  si^e  of  humanity,  if  not  of  science,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  hos- 
pital gates  are  barred  against  ether  at  this  late  day." 

"The  success  of  the  discovery  is  very  encouraging  and  its  application  exten- 
sive. It  made  its  mark  immediately,  fixed  and  indelible,  on  the  records  df  the 
medical  faculty  of  the  world.  The  report  of  the  experiments  in  the  medical 
hospital  of  Boston  was  received  with  delight  in  England  and  on  the  continent 
by  the  most  enlightened  members  of  the  profession,  and  sulphuric  ether  and  its 
kindred  ethers  were  immediately  adopted  and  took  their  place  in  medicinal  prac- 
tice as  anaesthetic  agents.  They  have  been  adopted  in  our  army  and  navy,  and 
no  sum,  though  told  by  millions,  would  compensate  for  their  loss  or  abandon- 
ment at  this  day.  The  value  of  the  gift  maae  by  Dr.  Morton  to  his  coiyitry  is, 
indeed,  incalculable.     But  in  its  results  involved  the  ruin  of  his  private  fortune." 

Augustus  A.  Gould,  physician,  Boston,  being  sworn,  says: 

"  Invaluable.  It  would  amount  to  an  immense  sura  if  each  one  who  under- 
goes an  operation  would  contribute  what  he  would  pay  rather  than  dispense  with 
it.     1  am  unable  to  fix  a  money  value  upon  it." 

Henry  J.  Bigelow,  physician  and  surgeon,  Boston,  being  sworn,  says : 

"A  million  dollars  a  year  as  well  as  any  other  sum,  because  the  revenue  de- 
rived from  those  who  should  be  compelled  either  to  forego  its  use  or  to  pay  for 
it  would  be  immense,  incalculable." 

Jacob  Bigelow,  physician  and  surgeon,  Boston,  being  sworn,  says : 

"  I  conceive  its  value  to  be  such  that  if  it  was  only  to  be  purchased  with  large 
sums  of  money,  millions  of  dollars  would  readily  and  properly  be  paid  by  per- 
sons who  are  subjects  of  the  pain  it  is  competent  to  avert  or  relieve." 

J.  Mason  Warren,  physician  and  surgeon,  Boston,  being  sworn,  says : 
**  If  you  mean  in  money,  I  consider  it  at  least  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
But  its  value  is  beyond  all  money ;  it  is  beyond  computation.  When  I  say  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  I  mean  that  I  think  that  is  more  likely  the  sum  which 
perhaps  might  be  given  Dr.  Morton  as  a  recognition  of  his  share  in  the  discoveiy. 
just  as  Dr.  Jcnncr  received  about  such  a  sum  for  vaccination.  I  think  if  it  was 
shown  that  more  than  one  was  concerned  in  the  discovery,  each  ought  to  have  « 
hundred  thousand  dollars." 

H.  Q.  Brigham,  surgeon  dentist,  being  sworn,  says :  ^  i 

"  Five  hundred  thousand  dollars."  °'^'^"^'  '^  ^OOglC 
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E.  B.  Warner,  house  physician  to  the  northern  dispensary  in  the  city  of 
New  York : 

"  It  is  of  immense  value,  and  its  worth  is  beyond  comprehension  in  dollars 
and  cents." 

John  H.  Griscom,  M.  D.,  New  York,  being  sworn,  says  : 

"  The  pecuniary  value  of  said  discovery  cannot  be  estimated,  being  beyond 
all  calculation,  as  is  that  of  human  life  and  the  relief  of  human  suffering." 

John  Torrey,  chief  assayer  at  the  United  States  assay  office  and  consulting 
chemist : 

"  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  estimate  its  value  in  money.  I  have  said  that 
Dr.  Morton  ought  to  have  a  monument  of  gold  as  high  as  Trinity  church  steeple, 
and  I  see  no  cause  to  alter  my  opinion." 

Robert  F.  Weis,  M.  D.,  surgeon  to  the  New  York  hospital,  in  the  city  of  New 
York : 

**  Its  value  is  incalculable." 

Godfrey  Aignes,  M.  D.,  house  physician  to  the  New  York  dispensary,  New 
York,  being  sworn,  says : 

"  The  value  cannot  be  expressed  in  money,  but  it  is  a  great  blessing  to  man- 
kind." 

Jonas  P.  Loines,  house  physician  to  the  eastern  dispensary  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  being  sworn,  says  : 

"  The  discovery  of  its  use  is,  as  ansBSthesia,  worth  in  the  neighborhood  of  one 
million  and  a  half  dollars,  so  far  as  can  be  known,  to  this  country." 

Isaac  Cummings,  house  physician  to  the  Demilt  dispensary,  city  of  New 
York : 

"  The  value  of  said  discovery  is  one  million  dollars  and  upwards." 
J.  Henry  Watte,  house  physician  to  the  northwestern  dispensary  in  the  city 
of  New  York : 

"  The  value  of  said  discovery  is  incalculable  and  has  been  a  great  blessing  to 
mankind." 

From  the  first,  and  for  several  years  in  private  practice,  and  in  many 
public  institutions,  it  met  with  the  r.iost  dot  (Trained  ana  persistent  opposition. 
By  some  its  efficiency  was  denied ;  by  others  it  was  declared  to  be  a  poison, 
which,  if  not  fatal  at  once,  led  in  the  result  to  fatal  consequences.  On  this  point 
Dr.  Henry  J.  Bigelow  says : 

"  Subsequently  to  the  discovery  of  ether,  and  ndt  a  great  while  after,  I  mean 
the  discovery  of  ether  inhalation,  there  was  a  very  great  difference  of  opinion ; 
first,  as  regards  its  safety.  Many  people  maintained  that  it  was  dangerous. 
Some  eminent  surgeons  have  pertinaciously,  and  in  the  most  surprising  manner, 
adhered  to  this  opinion  to  the  present  day,  objecting  to  its  use.  At  an  early 
period  certain  religious  grounds  were  urged  against  its  adoption.  Dr.  Morton, 
as  far  as  I  know,  uniformly  and  perseveringly  urged  it  upon  the  medical  profes- 
sion and  upon  the  world." 

Dr.  Gould  says : 

"  34th.  Was  there,  or  not,  and  how  long,  any,  and  how  great,  effort  made 
against  the  use  of  ether  ? 

"  Ans.  There  was  a  strong  prejudice  against  it  in  this  city,  and  more  especially 
elsewhere ;  the  administration  of  it  was  denounced  generally,  and  many  articles 
were  written  against  it  in  the  medical  and  daily  journals.  I  don't  know  any 
particulars  further  than  writing  articles  and  denunciations  in  private  conversa- 
tions." r^  T 
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**  There  was  much  indignation  and  disapprobation  from  the  profeMion,  eape* 
cially  the  dentists,  and  also  in  several  instances  by  patients.  In  one  or  two 
instances  prosecution  was  threatened,  not  particularly  on  account  of  the  mode 
of  administration,  but  for  administering  it  at  all."  The  preconceived  notions  and 
settled  theories  of  the  physicians  were  sadly  jostled.  Not  a  few  grew  irritable 
and  resented  the  interference.  They  closed  their  ears,  shut  their  eyes,  and 
folded  their  hands.  They  refused  to  toucher  in  any  way  poUute  them  selves 
with  the  unclean  thing.  They  had  quite  made  up  their  minds  that  pain  was  a 
necessary  evil,  and  must  be  endured.  They  scouted  the  attempted  innovation, 
and  averred  no  good  could  come  of  it. 

Says  Dr.  Bigelow : 

"  It  has  been  well  said  that  the  first  attitude  of  the  world  towards  a  great  dis- 
covery is  incredulity,  and  then  hostility;  and  this  was  well  exemplified  in  the 
reception  of  this  announcement  at  the  south.  Three  weeks  elapsed  before  any 
notice  of  the  subject  appeared.  Then  came  the  doubts  of  those  sagacious  and 
experienced  philosophers  who  were  not  easily  to  be  deceived." 

In  January,  1847,  a  New  York  medical  journal  announced  that  **  the  last 
special  wonder  has  already  arrived  at  the  natural  term  of  its  existence.  It  has 
descended  to  the  bottom  of  that  great  abyss  which  has  already  ingulfed  so 
many  of  its  predecessor  novelties,  but  which  continues,  alas !  to  gape  until  a 
humbug  yet  more  prime  shall  be  thrown  into  it. " 

The  New  Orleans  Medical  Journal  says,  in  the  same  month :  "  That  the  lead> 
ing  surgeons  of  Boston  could  be  captivated  by  such  an  invention  as  this  excites 
our  amazement."  **  Why,  mesmerisnit  which  is  repudiated  by  the  savant  of 
Boston,  has  done  a  thousand  times  greater  wonders." 

A  leading  medical  periodical  in  Philadelphia  says :  "  We  should  not  consider 
it  entitled  to  the  least  notice,  but  that  we  perceive,  by  a  Boston  journal,  that  promi- 
nent members  of  the  profession  have  been  caught  in  its  meshes."  It  was  "  fully 
persuaded  that  the  surgeons  of  Philadelphia  would  not  be  seduced  from  the 
high  professional  path  of  duty  into  the  quagmire  of  quackery  by  this  will-o'- 
the-wisp." 

In  November,  1847,  more  than  a  year  after  the  discovery,  it  had  not  been 
tried  at  all  in  the  Pennsylvania  hospital,  one  of  the  largest  in  North  America. 
The  council  of  Zurich  prohibited  the  use  of  ether.  Congress  withheld  its 
agency  when  it  might  have  assuaged  the  agony  of  the  wounded  soldier. 

Even  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  within  whose  halls  his  inaugural  ex- 
periments were  made,  and  to  which  he  had  an  especial  right  to  look  for  support 
and  encouragement,  began  to  regard  the  discovery  with  distrust,  and,  with  many 
other  institutions  of  like  character,  temporarily  barred  its  doors  to  the  new  agent. 

Objections  based  on  religious  grounds  were  urged  against  the  employment  of 
ether.  Pain,  it  was  argued,  was  the  natural  and  intended  consequence  of  the 
primal  sin,  and  therefore  any  attempt  to  do  away  with  it  must  be  wrong.  These 
objectors  failed  to  see  that  their  argument,  if  it  proved  anything,  proved  too 
much,  since  it  held  with  equal  cogency  against  any  remedial  agency  whatever, 
and,  indeed,  if  carried  into  theology,  would  undermine  its  very  central  doctrine, 
redemption.  Others  opposed  the  anaesthetic  on  the  ground  that  pain  was  salu- 
tary, and  that  its  annihilation  would  be  hazardous  to  the  patient.  And  an  emi- 
nent physiologist  expressed  the  doubt  whether  there  were  a  true  advantage  in 
suppressing  pain.  "  It  is  a  trivial  matter,"  said  this  stoic,  **  to  suffer,  and  a  dis- 
covery whose  object  is  the  prevention  of  pain  is  of  slight  interest." 

In  Paris  the  announcement  of  the  discovery  was  received  with  all  but  indif- 
ference. Velpeau,  Boux,  Magendie,  and  others,  politely  declined  using  the 
discovery. 

Letters  came  pouring  in  upon  Dr.  Morton  from  all  over  the  civilized  world, 
many  of  them  upbraiding  him  with  having  announced  the  claims  of  a  hnmbag. 
The  Parisian  academicians  charged  him  with  prematurely  publishing  his  dia- 
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coYery.  He  received  constant  visits  from  professional  gentlemen,  who  consumed 
his  time  with  speculative  doubts,  questioning  the  accuracy  of  his  experiments,  and 
repeating  the  complaints  of  antagonists.  Worse  than  this,  it  was  alleged  that  the 
new  agent  might  oe  used  for  infamous  purposes.  "  A  fatal  habit,"  it  was  said, 
"  had  sprung  up  of  using  ether,  like  opium,  for  purposes  of  exhilaration,  to  all  in- 
tents intoxication.  A  burglar  forced  his  way  into  a  mansion  when  all  its  occu- 
pants were  wrapped  in  profound  slumber,  and,  applying  ether  to  them,  he  had 
the  house  all  to  himself."  Frequent  accidents,  moreover,  resulted  from  the  use 
of  impure  ether  by  unskilful  hands,  so  frequent,  indeed,  that  prosecution  was 
threatened  for  administering  it  at  all.  Meanwhile,  all  eyes  were  turned  on  Dr. 
Morton  as  the  responsible  person  and  he  felt  that  something  must  be  done,  some 
decisive  step  be  taken,  and  at  once,  or  the  discovery  would  fall  into  disrepute 
and  be  abandoned.  He  stated  in  substance  in  his  memoir  to  the  French  academy 
that  the  result  of  a  thoughtful  consultation  was  that  no  better  means  could  be 
devised  to  rigidly  confine  this  new  and  powerful  agency  to  professional  hands, 
accustomed  to  the  necessary  precautions,  than  the  procuring  of  a  patent.  This 
would  prevent  quacks  and  the  public  from  tampering  with  danger,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  he  might  give  free  permission  to  hospitals,  charitable  institutions, 
and  duly  qualified  persons,  to  use  the  article  without  infringement.  He  never 
doubted  that  government  would  take  the  patent  out  of  his  hands  as  soon  as  the 
public  good  required  it,  making  him  such  reimbursements  as  justice  should 
require.  At  any  rate,  he  was  determined  to  stem  the  tide  that  was  setting 
against  the  use  of  ether,  and  it  was  due  to  his  family  to  secure  his  title  against 
interference  from  ex  post  facto  claimants  who  might  arise.  The  patent  was 
under  these  circumstances  procured,  and  simultaneously  with  its  reception,  he 
gave,  through  the  late  John  C.  Warren,  free  permission  to  such  hospitals  and 
institutions  as  he  chose  to  name  the  free  use  of  ether.  The  patent,  however, 
remedied  a  few  only  of  these  evils;  most  of  them  continued  in  their  full  intensity 
long  after  it  was  procured. 

From  the  first,  and  for  many  years,  Dr.  Morton  made  vigorous  exertions  to 
introduce  his  discovery  to  the  public,  and  to  promulgate  information  of  the  same 
and  of  its  benefits,  and  the  best  modes  of  applying  it.  Believing  that  the 
diffusion  of  publications,  setting  forth  its  characteristics,  and  its  best  mode  of 
action  and  effects  upon  the  human  system,  and  describing  the  apparatus  then 
considered  requisite  to  its  successful  administration,  would  be  the  most  effectual 
means  of  bringing  his  discovery  to  the  knowledge  of  the  public,  he,  at  great 
expense,  caused  large  amounts  of  information  to  be  printed  and  circulated,  not 
only  in  all  sections  of  the  United  States,  but  in  Europe.  The  effect  of  these 
publications  was  to  almost  immediately  attract  general  attention  to  the  discovery, 
which  was  everywhere  discussed  and  investigated,  and  Dr.  Morton  was  stimu- 
lated to  increased  exertions  in  verifjring  and  permanently  establishing  the  novel 
yet  wonderful  truths  which  he  proclaimed.  Some  idea  of  his  persevering  labors 
may  be  formed  from  the  following  extracts  from  the  testimony  of  Richard  H. 
Dana,  esq.,  now  United  States  district  attorney  for  the  district  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  Peleg  W.  Chandler,  esq.,  ex-city  solicitor  of  Boston,  a  distinguished 
member  of  the  Suffolk  bar : 

Richard  H.  Dana,  counsellor-at-law,  Boston,  being  sworn,  says-* 

"I  am  familiar  with  it.  I  have  known  of  unceasing  efforts  of  Dr.  Morton 
to  bring  forward  the  discovery  and  to  vindicate  his  claims  relative  thereto. 
He  has  constantly  been  making  such  efforts;  he  has  followed  the  matter  up  with 
wonderful  energy,  and  has  encountered  difficulties  which  I  think  would  have 
crushed  almost  any  other  man.  I  have  always  thought  that  a  distinguishing 
merit  in  him  has  been  that  he  had  the  courage,  I  may  say  the  hardihood,  to  per- 
severe in  his  experiments  with  sulphuric  ether,  in  a  manner  which  almost  any 
other  person  would  have  feared  to  adopt,  until  he  had  demonstrated  that  it 

..gitized  by  Google 


32  DR.   WM.    T     G.   MORTON. 

might  be  used  with  entire  safety,  and  would  produce  the  effect  of  absolute  in- 
sensibility." 

Peleg  W.  Chandler,  counsellor-at-law,  Boston,  being  sworn,  says : 

"From  what  I  have  seen  and  heard  in  this  commimity,  I  have  no  donbt 
that  he  has  devoted  himself  mainly  to  the  subject  referred  to  for  many 
years,  with  great  industry,  perseverance,  zeal,  and  ability,  and  he  seems  to  have 
labored  under  every  discouragement." 

"Whatever  may  have  been  the  personal  merits  of  his  discovery,  I  do  not 
believe  it  would  have  been  in  use  to  this  day  if  he  had  not  followed  it  up  as 
he  did." 

"Doctor  Morton  met  with  embarrassments  enough  to  dishearten  most  men. 
I  have  always  felt  that  his  remuneration  for  the  vast  benefit  to  the  world  con- 
ferred by  his  discovery  has  been  totally  inadequate.  For  one,  I  feel,  and  al- 
ways have  felt,  grateful  to  him  as  one  of  the  greatest  benefactors  of  mankind 
of  the  present  age.'* 

As  it  was  obvious  that  until  the  nature  and  mode  of  applying  said  discovery 
was  more  fully  understood,  than  was  practicable  upon  the  first  introduction 
thereof,  it  might  fail  of  success,  by  reason  of  ignorance  or  inexperience  on  the 
part  of  those  attempting  to  employ  it.  Dr.  Morton  found  it  necessary  to  en- 
gage experienced  assistants,  instruct  them  in  the  application  of  his  discovery,  and 
send  them  forth  over  the  country,  to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  medical  and  sur- 
gical men.  These  parties  he  provided  with  the  expensive  inhaling  apparatus 
then  used,  and  with  large  quantities  of  high  priced  ether,  it  being  necessary 
that  it  should  be  chemically  pure,  in  order  to  produce  proper  anaesthetic  effect*. 
The  assistants  themselves  were  generally  young  physicians,  of  professional 
education,  good  talents,  and  social  position,  calculated  to  personally  inspire 
confidence  where  the  discovery  might  be  regarded  with  distrust.  Many  of 
them  relinquished  their  private  practice  to  thus  aid  in  disseminating  informa- 
tion respecting  the  discovery,  and  had  to  be  well  compensated,  in  addition  to 
the  payment  of  their  heavy  travelling  expenses,  and  to  the  cost  of  the  ether 
and  the  apparatus  with  which  they  were  supplied,  thus  adding  large  expendi- 
tures to  those  otherwise  incurred.  One  of  Dr.  Morton's  assistants,  a  nephew 
of  Dr.  John  C.  Warren,  on  whose  recommendation  he  was  engaged,  testified  as 
follows,  concerning  the  expenditures  of  the  introduction  and  the  promulgation 
of  the  discovery : 

Edward  Warren,  being  sworn,  says  : 

"  From  my  actual  knowledge,  while  engaged  in  behalf  of  the  applicant,  as 
before  stated,  and  from  information  otherwise  received,  I  state  that  from  the  time 
of  said  discovery,  for  the  period  of  two  years  or  upwards.  Dr.  Morton  has  spent 
nearly  all  his  time,  strength,  and  energy  in  the  most  constant  and  strenuous  ex- 
ertions to  introduce  said  discovery  to  the  public,  and  the  result  of  all  which 
was  that  the  applicant's  business  was  utterly  destroyed,  his  health  materially 
injured,  and  he  was  irrecoverably  involved  in  debt.  For  the  purpose  of  intro- 
ducing said  discovery  he  has  employed  many  other  persons,  and  procured  to  be 
composed  and  published  many  pamphlets  and  other  documents,  for  all  which  be 
has  paid  large  sums  of  money,  as  well  as  in  travelling  and  hotel  expenses,  coun- 
sel fees,  and  for  a  great  variety  of  other  services  performed  by  different  persons 
in  the  same  matter.  The  whole  pcut  fourteen  years  have  been  devoted  by  him 
almost  exclusively  to  this  discovery." 

As  Dr.  Morton's  practical  acquaintance  with  etherization  became  more  exi 
tended,  he  ascertained  tliat  the  inhaling  apparatus,  which  was  elaborate  and 
expensive,  was  not,  after  all,  necessary.  In  Paris,  as  stated  by  Dr.  Henry  J. 
Bigelow  in  his  pamphlet  entitled  "Ether  and  Chloroform,"  experiments,  the 
majority  of  which  had  been  failures,  were  sucessful  when  Dr.  Morton's  inlialing 
apparatus  arrived,  and  not  until  that  apparatus  had  been  used  did  those  great 
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8nrgeoD8»  Velpean  and  Roux,  declare,  in  the  presence  of  the  two  academies,  that 
the  discovery  was  "  a  glorious  conquest  for  humanity."  Yet  soon  afterwards 
Dr.  Morton  demonstrated  that  the  simple  application  of  a  sponge,  saturated  with 
ether  and  applied  directly  to  the  mouth  and  nostrils  of  the  patient,  was  the  most 
satisfactory  mode  of  admmistering  the  vapor.  Personally  this  was  to  him  a 
loss,  as  there  was  no  use  for  the  apparatus  purchased  or  contracted  for  hy  him, 
and  either  on  hand  or  in  process  of  manufacture.  This  appears  hy  the  follow- 
ing testimony  of  Joseph  Burnett,  esq.,  a  leading  druggist  and  chemist  of  Boston, 
and  of  O.  P.  Drake,  esq.,  a  maker  of  philosophical  and  chemical  apparatus : 

Joseph  Burnett,  being  sworn,  says : 

*'  Interrogatory  5.  State  whether  you  have  examined  all  the  items  of  said 
account  which  purport  to  be  charges  for  'inhaling  apparatus,'  or  portions  thereof, 
or  work  thereon,  and  whether,  from  your  knowledge  of  the  information  existing 
at  the  respective  times  said  charges  are  dated,  on  the  part  of  Morton  or  any 
other  person,  the  sums  so  chained  for  the  items  named  were  deemed  necessary 
or  reasonable  to  bring  said  discovery  before  the  public.  Also  state  what  was 
the  character  of  your  said  knowledge. 

"Answer.  In  my  opinion,  from  the  information  I  had  on  the  subject  generally, 
at  the  time,  I  should  say  they  were  not  unreasonable  for  the  purpose  mentioned, 
having  in  view  the  fact  that  at  first  there  was  opposition  to  the  ether,  and  that 
it  seemed  to  be  necessary  to  give  unusual  facilities  to  medical  people,  such  as 
furnishing  them  with  apparatus  without  charge,  &c.,  to  induce  them  to  test  the 
discovery.  I  give  this  as  opinion  merely.  I  have  examined  the  items  inquired 
about.  My  knowledge  was  derived  from  being  quite  conversant  with  the  early 
history  of  the  ether  discovery." 

O.  P.  Drake,  apparatus  and  instrument  maker,  being  sworn,  says : 

''Answer.  I  do.  He  did  make  great  attempts.  He  spent  a  great  deal  of 
money  in  them,  and  lost  a  great  deal.  They  commenced  aoout  the  time  I  first 
knew  him.  They  were  continued  whenever  I  had  any  knowledge  of  him.  He 
had  a  large  establishment  in  Tremont  Row,  and  operators  there  to  introduce  the 
discovery.  If  it  had  not  been  for  these  efforts  the  thing  never  would  have  been 
introduced,  perhaps,  for  a  long  time.  They  were  exceedingly  persistent  and 
earnest;  very  much  so." 

A.  E.  Giles,  being  sworn,  says: 

"Answer.  Yes ;  I  have.  In  1847  I  first  knew  of  his  efforts  in  this  behalf. 
I  was  employed  by  him,  and  know  that  his  efforts  have  been  persistent  and 
continuous.  They  have  been  attended  with  great  expense,  time,  and  labor,  with 
no  satisfactoiy  or  adequate  results.  I  conceive  this  discovery  to  be  the  most 
important  and  bene^cial  to  mankind  of  the  present  age.  Difficulties  arose  be- 
cause people  generally  had,  at  first,  the  idea  that  the  inhalation  of  sulphuric  ether 
was  dangerous.  I  have  always  considered  that  the  perseverance  of  Doctor  Morton 
in  introducing  the  discovery  to  the  world  was  the  main  thing  which  ultimately 
overcame  the  opposition  to  it  arising  from  the  cause  named." 

During  the  whole  of  the  time  above  referred  to.  Doctor  Morton  was  contin- 
ually having  circulated  through  this  country  and  Europe  printed  publications 
calculated  to  bring  his  discovery  into  use,  and  was  procuring  the  publication  of 
articles  in  leading  journals,  setting  forth  the  benefits  of  his  improvements.  He 
personally  visited  several  of  the  principal  citiesof  the  United  States  in  order  to 
fconfer  with  practitioners  who  were  adopting  his  discovery,  and  he  kept  up  an 
extensive  correspondence  in  which  he  indicated  the  safety  and  urged  the  general 
use  of  etherization.  From  the  testimony  of  several  editors  and  publishers  show- 
ing the  extent  and  variety  of  Doctor  Morton's  labors  in  promulgating  his  infor- 
mation, the  following  extracts  are  made:  C^nr\a]c> 
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Elizur  Wright,  now  insurance  conuniBsioner,  but  well  known  as  an  ex-editor, 
being  sworn,  says : 

"  2d  interrogatory.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  efforts,  at  any  time,  made 
by  said  Morton  to  introduce  his  said  discovery  to  the  public,  to  give  the  latter 
knowledge  of  it,  and  to  bring  it  into  general  use  1  If  yea,  how  long  since  did 
such  efforts  commence,  to  your  knowledge?  How  long  were  they  continued? 
What  has  been  their  character  as  respects  earnestness  and  persistence  ?  With 
what  success  have  they  been  attendea  ?     If  you  know,  state  fully. 

"Answer.  I  have.  They  commenced  in  about  1846.  They  have  been  con- 
tinued ever  since,  so  far  as  I  know,  and  I  have  known  up  to  within  two  or  three 
years.  They  have  been  zealous,  indefatigable,  and  enthusiastic.  They  must 
have  given  great  knowledge  to  the  public  about  the  discovery.  He  has  pub- 
lished reams  about  it.  I  have  written,  myself,  I  suppose,  a  dozen  articles  in 
relation  to  it. 

"  3d  interrogatory.  Do  you  consider  said  Morton  a  man  of  energy  and  per- 
sistence of  character  ?  Has  he,  so  far  as  your  knowledge  extends,  displayed  those 
qualities  in  a  marked  degree,  in  bringing  said  discovery  into  public  use  ?  If  yea, 
state  what,  in  your  opinion,  would  have  been  the  result  as  to  said  discovery,  had 
the  same  not  been  kept  persistently  before  the  public  by  said  Morton. 

"Answer.  He  is  a  man  of  great  energy.  I  think  he  has.  It  might  have  been 
made  by  others,  but  it  wouldn't  have  been  brought  into  use  so  soon  but  for 
Morton." 

Samuel  M.  Hobbs,  late  editor  Boston  Atlas  and  Bee,  being  sworn,  says: 

"  I  do  know  a  great  many  such  efforts.  They  commenced  about  the  time  I 
first  knew  anything  about  him.  They  have  been  kept  up,  to  my  knowledge, 
ever  since,  up  to  a  short  time.  He  has  driven  the  matter  just  as  hard  and  as 
energetically  as  a  man  could  all  the  time  I  have  known  about  him.  They  have 
met  with  the  success  of  bringing  the  discovery  very  prominently  before  the 
public." 

David  Olapp,  printer  and  publisher  of  Boston  Medical  Journal,  being  sworn, 
says: 

"  I  was  familiar  with  his  efforts  when  he  was  here.  These  efforts  commenced 
about  the  year  1846.  They  were  continued  whenever  I  knew  anything  about 
them.  He  always  seemed  to  be  very  much  engaged  in  them,  and  persevered 
constantly. '  So  far  as  I  know,  I  think  they  certainly  had  the  effect  to  draw 
great  attention  to  the  discovery  on  the  part  of  the  public. 

"Answer.  I  do;  more  than  the  average.  Yes,  I  should  think  it  had.  I 
should  think  it  would  not  have  been  known  without  his  efforts.  In  1847  Dr. 
Morton  brought  his  discovery  before  Congress,  and  urged  its  adoption  into  the 
medical  department  of  the  United  States  armies  engaged  in  the  Mexican  war. 
The  conmiittee  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  however,  terminated  their 
investigations  on  the  reception  of  a  few  letters  unfavorable  to  the  discovery, 
written  by  those  who  were  beginning  to  zealously  array  themselves  against  its 
adoption.  So  anxious  was  Dr.  Morton  to  give  the  soldiers  and  sailors  engaged 
in  the  campaign  the  benefits  of  etherization  that  he  urged  its  adoption  in  the 
War  and  Navy  Departments,  stipulating  that  each  administration  of  the  vapor 
should  cost  but  one  or  two  cents.  Owing  to  the  professional  distrust  with  which  all 
innovations  on  old-established  practice  are  regarded,  this  offer  was  also  rejected.*' 

Indeed,  nothing  but  the  most  persevering  and  determined  efforts  on  the  part 
of  Dr.  Morton  prevented  the  disuse  of  the  discovery.  For  weeks  after  the  two 
public  trials  at  the  Massachusetts  Greneral  Hospital  there  was  no  application  of 
etherization,  and  patients  were  operated  upon  as  before.  But  the  enthosiaBtic 
discoverer  was  determined  that  the  public  should  enjoy  the  inestimable  blessing 
of  his  discovery,  and  he  fitted  up,  at  his  own  expense,  apartments  for  its  apph- 
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tion.  By  the  payment  of  a  considerable  bonus  he  obtained  the  immediate  sur- 
render of  the  leases  of  a  building  adjacent  to  his  office  in  Boston,  which  he 
immediately  had  properly  furnished  and  prepared  for  the  performance  of  opera- 
tions upon  all  who  might  desire  to  submit  to  them  under  the  novel  effects  of 
etherization.  At  the  same  time  he  engaged  several  assistants  to  take  charge  of 
and  to  perform  such  operations;  and  as  they  were  nearly  all  educated  physi-^ 
clans,  he  was  compelled  to  compensate  them  liberally  for  their  time.  Yet  the 
remuneration  received  by  him  from  patients  was  but  little  or  nothing,  as  until 
the  success  and  safety  of  the  discovery  became  iirmly  established,  the  large 
number  of  those  who  submitted  to  etherization  did  so  either  from  curiosity  or 
at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  Dr.  Morton  or  his  assistants. 

By  the  efforts  and  expenditures  which  have  been  briefly  detailed.  Dr.  Morton 
was  apparentlv  succeeding  in  bringing  his  discovery  before  the  public,  when  he 
wat*  arrested  by  a  formidable  opposition,  which,  for  a  time,  paralyzed  his  exer- 
tions, and  involved  him  in  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  a  ruinous  nature.  This 
opposition  first  manifested  itself  in  an  organized  attack  upon  him  and  his  dis- 
covery by  a  large  number  of  the  dental  profession  in  Boston.  This  attack,  and 
the  opposition  from  this  source,  was  followed  up  for  a  great  length  of  time  with 
persistent  virulence,  its  originators  asserting  and  professing  to  cite  authentic 
and  conclusive  instances  of  actual  cases  in  which  etner  had  produced  the  most 
dangerous  effects  upon  patients  who  had  been  treated  with  it.  Published  matter 
was  circulated  by  these  parties  throughout  the  country,  with  the  design  and 
result  of  stirring  up  a  general  feeling  of  distrust  and  hostility.  To  such  an 
extent  were  these  measures  carried  that  in  a  short  time  a  violent  tide  of  public 
feeling  was  excited  against  said  discovery;  to  overcome  which  his  time  and 
efforts  were  required  for  a  protracted  period.  Widely  circulated  articles  in  lead- 
mg  medical  journals  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States  were  published 
setting  forth  the  danger  of  the  new  agent,  and  strongly  urging  the  abolition  of 
all  use  of  it  on  the  part  of  the  medical  profession,  and  the  discountenancing  of 
it  by  the  public  at  large.  In  consequence  of  the  general  suspicion  aroused  by 
these  persistent  and  systematic  attacks.  Dr.  Morton  speedily  found  the  public 
feeling  growing  hostile  to  his  discovery,  and  to  such  a  degree  that  in  a  short 
time  he  found  himself  deserted  by  his  patients.  Hence  he  was  forced  to  relin- 
quish his  apartments,  and  as  he  had  received  but  a  trifling  recompense,  as  has 
been  already  stated,  for  operations  therein  performed,  the  expense  incurred  by 
the  purchase  of  the  lease  and  the  cost  of  fitting  up  left  him  in  an  embarrassed 
condition,  while  he  was  the  object  of  widespread  and  virulent  attacks,  and  Bis 
discovery  was  heralded  as  not  only  worthless,  but  as  injurious.  These  facts  are 
fully  substantiated  by  a  large  amount  of  testimony  from  leading  physicians, 
surgeons,  and  business  men  of  Boston,  from  which  a  few  extracts  are  selected : 

Henry  J.  Bigelow,  M.  D.,  physician  and  surgeon,  Boston,  being  sworn,  says : 

"  New  experiments,  and  many  of  them,  were  to  be  made.  Great  probable  dan- 
ger was  to  be  encountered  and  great  responsibilty  assumed,  even  to  the  extent 
that  had  Dr.  Morton  killed  somebody  with  the  new  agent,  of  which  Sir  Benjv 
Brodie  long  after  said  that  *  it  had  killed  guinea-pigs,  and  that  the  great  question 
was  whether  it  was  safe,'  he  would  very  likely  have  been  indicted  for  man- 
slaughter, in  rashly  and  ignorantly  experimenting  with  an  untried  and  powerful 
agent. 

"He  has  always  been  full  of  it.  Before  it  was  generally  adopted ^he  did,  I 
should  think,  everything  which  a  man  could  to  introduce  it." 

Augustus  A.  Gould,  physician,  Boston,  being  sworn,  says : 
"  There  was  a  strong  opposition  to  it  in  this  city,  and  more  especially  else- 
where. The  administration  of  it  was  denounced  generally,  and  many  articles  were 
written  against  it  in  the  medical  and  daily  journals.     I  don't  know  that  any 
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thing  jparther  was  attempted  than  writing  articleB,  and  denunciations  in  private 
■conversations. 

"  Dr.  Morton  wrote  and  talked  too.  I  have  seen  several  pamphlets  prepared, 
I  suppose,  at  his  instance  and  at  his  expense. 

'*  While  he  boarded  with  me,  which  was  two  or  three  months  during  its  earliest 
administration,  he  was  overwhelmed,  day  and  night,  in  managing  the  administra- 
tion and  introduction  of  ether.  He  became  very  nervous,  and  lost  strength.  Ae 
to  his  business  I  have  no  acquaintance. 

'*  There  was  much  indignation  and  disapprobation  from  many  of  the  profes- 
sion, especially  from  the  dentists,  and  also  in  several  instances  by  patients.  In 
one  or  two  instances  prosecutions  were  threatened,  not  particularly  on  account 
of  the  mode  of  administration,  but  for  administering  it  at  all,  and  for  the  injurions 
effects  supposed  to  be  in  consequence." 

Joseph  Burnet,  druggist  and  chemist,  of  Boston,  being  sworn,  says : 

'*  Interrogatory  7.  How  much  of  Dr.  Morton's  time  was  devoted  to  the  intro- 
duction and  defence  of  ether  during  the  first  six  months  or  year  after  its  intro- 
duction ? 

"  Answer.  I  should  say  almost  entirely. 

"  Interrogatory  8.  What  had  been  the  state  of  his  business  up  to  that  time  ? 
What  effect  had  these  labors  of  his  upon  it  ? 

"Answer.  It  had  been  at  times  very  flourishing,  and  was,  I  think,  a  growing 
business.  These  labors  of  his  injured  his  business,  of  course.  He  neglected  it, 
and  it  fell  off. 

"  Interrogatory  9.  Had  his  labors  in  the  matter  of  ether  any,  and  what,  effect 
on  his  health  ? 

"Answer.  It  injured  his  health  and  affected  his  whole  nervous  system — ^thb 
constant  excitement.  It  rendered  him  weak,  so  much  so  that  he  was  obliged  to 
employ  a  physician ;  he  took  medicine  at  that  time,  and  active  remedies. 

"Interrogatory  10.  Whether  or  not,  after  the  introduction  of  ether,  Dr.  Mor- 
ton enlarged  his  premises,  and  had  numerous  assistants  whom  he  had  not  before 
had? 

"  Answer.  Yes ;  he  enlarged  his  premises,  and  I  remember  two  or  three  extra 
assistants. 

"Interrogatory  11.  Whether  or  not,  after  the  introduction  of  ether.  Dr.  Mor- 
ton's rooms  were  thronged  by  persons  who  wished  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
painless  extraction  of  teeth  ? 

"  Answer.  A  great  many  persons  went  there  to  have  their  teeth  extracted 
without  pain.     I  never  saw  his  room  filled. 

"  He  labored  very  constantly  and  very  energetically  in  employing  agents, 
publishing  books,  and  advertising.  There  was  a  feeling  of  consiaerable  hostility 
on  the  part  of  the  dentists  towa^s  Morton.  They  held  a  meeting  or  meetings  on 
the  subject,  and  published  a  circular,  which  I  heard  one  of  Morton's  agents  saj 
he  met  with  in  almost  every  State  of  the  Union." 

In  order  to  refute  the  assertions  of  his  opponents,  and  to  overcome  the  op- 
position to  the  more  general  introduction  of  his  discovery,  Dr.  Morton  the  more 
industriously  put  in  circulation  facts  demonstrating  its  value.  The  mass  of  in- 
formation received  by  him  in  letters  from  scientific  men  and  eminent  practi- 
tioners at  home  and  abroad,  the  regular  reports  made  to  him  by  his  own  pro- 
fessional assistants  throughout  the  country,  with  the  results  of  his  own  practice 
and  coiftinued  researches,  were  all  carefully  digested  and  at  once  published.  He 
thus  disseminated  a  large  amount  of  new  and  valuable  information  at  brief  in- 
tervals, which  convinced  the  most  sceptical,  instructed  those  professional  men 
who  were  disposed  to  use  the  newly  discovered  agent,  and  indoctrinated  the 
people  of  the  Old  and  New  World  with  a  well-founded  faith  in  the  use  of  anss- 
thetic  agents.     Many  medical  men  in  the  United  States  who  had  at  first  looked 
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with  distrust  upon  what  they  regarded  as  an  innovation  on  their  established 
system  of  practice,  now  frankly  admit  that  they  were  forced  to  change  their 
opinion  by  the  reports  on  etherization  which  emanated  from  the  leading  sur- 
geons and  physicians  of  Europe,  at  once  republished  and  circulated  throughout 
the  United  States  by  Dr.  Morton  and  those  whom  he  had  enlisted  in  promulga- 
ting the  new  discovery. 

The  cost  of  preparing  and  of  distributing  these  documents,  the  necessity  for 
them  existing,  as  before  said,  for  an  extended  length  of  time,  was  very  great, 
and  there  is  abundant  evidence  that  but  for  Dr.  Morton's  indefatigable  efforts  at 
this  time,  involving  the  ruin  of  his  health,  his  professional  practice,  and  his  pe- 
cuniary means,  the  discovery  would  have  been  driven  out  of  use,  and  the  public 
would  have  been  deprived  of  its  benefit.     These  assertions  are  thus  established : , 

Greorge  Hayward,  M.  D.,  being  sworn,  says  : 

•*  Ever  since  I  have  known  Doctor  Morton  he  has  seemed  to  me  to  think  of 
nothing  but  ether,  and  of  making  the  world  admit  his  claim  to  a  proper  propor- 
tion of  the  merit  of  the  discovery.  I  consider  that  his  labors  to  give  the  oen- 
efit  of  it  to  the  public  could  hardly  be  exceeded  by  any  one." 

J.  Mason  Warren,  physician  and  surgeon,  Boston,  being  sworn,  says : 

"  I  have  known  considerable  about  such  efforts,  and  they  have  always,  as  far 
as  my  means  of  information  extended,  been  earnest,  persistent,  and  well  calcu- 
lated to  effect  a  speedy  recognition  of  the  value  of  etherization.  It  early  be- 
came widely  adopted,  and  since  then  he  has,  when  I  have  seen  him,  been  con- 
stantly engaged  in  establishing  his  right  to  his  preponderating  share  iii  making 
the  discovery." 

Theodore  Metcalf,  of  Boston,  being  sworn,  says  : 

*'  I  have  known  of  frequent  attempts  by  Doctor  Morton  of  the  nature  inquired 
about.  From  the  first  of  his  bringing  out  said  discovery,  I  have  had  knowledge 
that  he  devoted  himself  to  it  constantly,  pursuing  the  matter  unceasingly  and 
with  unflagging  energy — I  may  say  enthusiasm.  Indeed,  I  have  never  ^own 
anything  about  him  when  he  has  not  seemed  entirely  wrapped  up  in  etheriza- 
tion.    He  has  constantly  been  working,  and  writing,  and  piiblishing  about  it." 

Robert  J.  Burbank,  counsellor-at-law,  Boston,  being  sworn,  says  : 

"  Dr.  Morton  did  make  great  efforts,  in  the  winter  of  1846-'46,  to  introduce 
to  the  public  his  discovery,  and  he  has  been  active  in  such  efforts  ever  since. 
He  is  a  man  of  very  great  energy,  and  in  my  belief  he  has  applied  himself 
with  all  his  energy  to  the  introduction  of  his  discovery  to  the  public." 

J.  P.  Putnam,  being  duly  sworn,  says : 

'*  Ever  since  I  have  known  anything  about  him,  he  has  been  wrapped  up  in 
etherization,  doing  all  he  could  to  push  it,  and  to  establish  his  rights  to  his  share 
in  making  it." 

Medical  men  now  admit  the  value  and  importance  of  the  discovery  in  glowing 
language.  The  venerable  and  sage  Doctor  Warren,  who  performed  the  above 
operation,  says : 

"A  new  era  has  opened  to  the  operating  surgeon  !  His  visitations  on  the 
most  delicate  parts  are  performed,  not  only  without  the  agonizing  screams  he 
has  been  accustomed  to  hear,  but  sometimes  with  a  state  of  perfect  insensibility, 
and  occasionally  even  with  the  expression  of  pleasure  on  the  part  of  the  patient. 
Who  could  have  imagined  that  drawing  the  knife  over  the  delicate  skin  of  the 
face  might  produce  a  sensation  of  unmixed  delight?  That  the  turning  and 
twisting  of  instruments  in  the  most  sensitive  bladder  might  be  accompanied  by 
a  beautiful  dream  ?  That  the  contorting  of  anchylosed  joints  should  co-exist 
with  a  celestial  vision  ?     If  Ambrose  Par^,  and  Louis,  and  Dessault,  and  Ghes- 
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selden,  and  Hunter,  apd  Cooper,  could  see  what  our  eyes  daily  witness,  how 
would  they  long  to  come  among  us  and  perform  their  exploits  once  more!  And 
with  what  fresh  vigor  does  the  living  surgeon,  who  is  ready  to  resign  the  scal- 
pel, grasp  it,  and  wish  again  to  go  through  his  career  under  the  new  auspices ! " 

The  grave  and  sedate  Liston  says : 

"Hurrah!  Rejoice!  Mesmerism  and  its  professors  have  met  with  a  *  heavy 
blow,  and  great  discouragement.'  An  American  dentist  has  used  ether  (inhala- 
tion of  it)  to  destroy  sensation  in  his  operations,  and  the  plan  has  succeeded  in 
the  hands  of  Warren,  Hay  ward,  and  others,  in  Boston.  Yesterday  I  amputated 
a  thigh,  and  removed,  by  revulsion,  both  sides  of  the  great  toe  nail,  without  the 
patient  being  aware  of  what  was  doing,  so  far  as  regards  pain.  The  amputa- 
tion-man heard,  he  says,  what  we  said,  and  was  conscious,  but  felt  neither  tte 
pain  of  the  incisions,  nor  that  of  tying  the  vessels.  In  short,  he  had  no  sensa- 
tion of  pain  in  the  operating  theatre.  I  mean  to  use  it  to-day,  in  a  case  of 
stone.     In  six  months  no  operation  will  be  performed  without  this  precaution." 

The  importance  of  Dr.  Morton's  discovery  having  thus  been  fully  established, 
it  speedily  met  with  the  recommendation  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  national 
government,  and  was,  by  the  authorization  of  the  proper  departments,  introduced 
into  the  public  service  in  the  army  and  navy,  but  without  any  compensation 
being  then  or  ever  made  to  him  for  such  appix)priation,  and  without  reference 
to  the  careful  protection  thereof  which  he  had  secured  by  the  letters  patent. 

Although  tne  public,  when  apprised  of  this  disregard  by  government  of  its 
own  promised  protection  of  the  rights  of  the  discoverer,  at  once  commenced  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  discovery.  Dr.  Morton  had  secured  a  great  advantage 
from  his  letters  patent.  Had  it  been  known  that  all  could  administer  and 
experiment  with  the  then  mysterious  agent,  when  its  marvellous  power  wag 
first  announced,  and  before  it  had  been  fully  and  fairly  tested  by  scientific 
men,  the  most  disastrous  results  might  have  followed. 

John  C.  Warren,  p.  34,  " Etheresatia,"  1847,  says:  "It  was  proposed  in 
France  to  pass  an  ordinance  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  ether,  excepting  under  the 
prescription  of  a  physician."  (For  reasons  more  particular,  see  p.  33,  same  as 
above.)  While  protected  by  the  letters  patent,  this  agent  was  wholly  in  the 
hands  of  professional  men,  instructed  by  Dr.  Morton  either  in  person  or  through 
his  assistants,  and  care  was  taken  that  only  a  pure  article  was  used.  Accidents, 
which  might  have  been  frequent  and  fatal  if  quacks  and  pretenders  could  have 
used  the  discovery,  without  instruction  or  information,  were  guarded  against, 
and  the  employment  of  so  dangerous  au  instrument  by  burglars  or  other 
criminals  was  effectually  prohibited. 

Having  perfected  his  discovery,  surrounded  it  with  scientific  safeguards,  and 
received  the  indorsement  of  the  leading  practitioners  of  Europe  and  America, 
Dr.  Morton  had  no  longer  any  desire  for  protection  against  what  otherwise 
might  have  been  a  fatal  and  pernicious  use  of  the  agent  which  he  had  so 
carefully  introduced  for  the  relief  of  suffering  humanity.  Desirous  that  it  should 
be  widely  and  generaUy  used,  he  had  ever  f«lt  that  he  would  receive  his  reward 
from  the  nation  rather  than  from  individuals,  and  that  the  profession  and  the 
public  would  regard  the  mere  question  of  patent  as  very  insignificant  compared 
with  the  discovery  itself,  or  the  gratitude  due  for  it;  besides,  a  patent  in  the 
profession  to  which  Dr.  Morton  belongs  is  not  the  subject  of  unfavorable 
comment. 

No  sooner  was  it  conclusively  established  that  Dr.  Morton  had  discovered  a 
remedial  agent,  of  priceless  value  to  suffering  humanity,  and  that  it  had  been 
appropriated  by  the  general  government,  than  the  medical  and  surgical  staff 
of  the  hospital  in  which  he  made  his  inaugural  experiments  united  in  an  appeal 
to  Congress  that  he  should  be  reimbursed  for  his  great  outlay  of  money,  and 
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appropriately  remunerated  for  the  great  boon  which  he  had  conferred,  not  only 
upon  the  nation,  but  upon  the  world. 

Much  has  been  said,  when  speaking  of  the  difficulties  under  which  Dr. 
Morton  has  labored,  of  the  pecuniary  losses  which  have  resulted  to  him  in 
consequence  of  the  discovery.  It  has  been  stated  in  broad  terms  that  they 
were  heavy,  but  the  figures  of  the  sums  themselves  can  alone  furnish  a  proper 
realization  of  how  large  these  were : 

William  T.  G.  Morton  in  account  tcith  his  discovery ,  from  October^  1846,  to 

X863.  Dr, 

1847  :  Translating  and  publishing  several  editions  of  report  of  Ameri- 
can cases  and  other  documents  for  use  abroad,  with  expenses 
of  their  transmission,  with  ether  and  apparatus,  together  with 
postage,  freight  duties,  and  cost  of  foreign  correspondence . .  $2,  860 
Various  professional  and  scientific  men,  for  services  rendered 
in  promulgating  discovery,  collecting  cases,  demonstrating 
value  where  opposition  existed,  together  with  their  travel- 
ling expenses* 3, 162 

Various  literary  gentlemen,  for  procuring  favorable  opinions  of 
the  press,  pfeparation  of  replies,  and  other  papers,  with  sal- 
ary of  private  secretary 2, 100 

Printing  and  publishing  of  papers  and  pamphlets  during  intro- 
duction of  discovery,  newspaper  articles,  circulars,  &c.,  &c.        4,  326 

Ether  distributed  among  professional  ment 2,  640 

Apparatus  distributed  among  professional  menf 3,  060 

Apparatus  remaining  unsold 2,  000 

Deficiency  in  patent  account§ 2,  000 

Hotel  and  travelling  expenses  from  time  of  discovery  to  date, 
with  hack-hire,  telegraphing,  expressing,  &c.,  &c.,  $1,000 

per  annumll 17,  520 

Printing  and  publishing,  &c.,  from  1847  to  date^ 5,  999 

For  services,  to  Messrs.  Webster,  Ghoate,  Carlisle,  Curtis,  Whi- 
ting, Dana,  Cornwall,  and  others,  together  with  advice  and 

other  services  rendered 12,  550 

Expenses  for  testimony  in  perpetuum  at  Boston,  Hartford,  and 

other  cities,  including  examination  of  witnesses,  drawal  of  ^ 

papers,  travelling  expenses,  &c 4,  870 


o  The86  were  ugually  young  physicians,  who,  whenever  a  fotal  case  or  non-enocess  was 
reported,  as  was  constantly  being  done  during  the  days  of  opposition,  were  instructed  in 
the  method  of  administration,  and  sent  by  Doctor  Morton  to  counteract  the  feeling.  Visits 
were  paid  by  them  to  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Montreal,  and  even  some  of  the  cities  of  the 
far  west. 

fThis  will  not  seem  so  surprising  when  it  is  recollected  that  at  the  time  Doctor  Morton 
made  his  discovery,  the  article  called  pure  washed  sulphuric  ether  was  scarcely  found 
outside  of  a  chemist's  laboratory.  As  there  was  no  call,  and  but  seldom  any  use  for  it,  few 
druggists  kept  it  in  their  stores.  During  the  first  year  after  the  discovery,  it  was  prepared 
expressly  for  Doctor  Slorton,  and  this,  with  the  strong  bottles  manufactured  for  its  safe 
transmission,  cost  nearly  one  dollar  per  pound. 

^The  inhaling  instruments,  at  first,  cost  about  $25  apiece;  but  by  gradual  alteration, 
and  by  making  large  contracts,  the  price  was  afterward  reduced  to  $7  or  $8. 

§  As  a  few  licenses  were  sold  to  members  of  the  dental  profession,  where  a  patent  is  not 
the  sQbjectof  comment,  Doctor  Morton's  patent  agent  kept  an  account  of  expenses  and  the 
receipts.     This  item  shows  the  result. 

II  lAr^e  as  this  sum  is,  it  by  no  means  includes  all  the  expenses  Those  who  have  en- 
deavored to  push  a  claim  before  Congress,  or  have  lived  winter  after  winter  at  Washington, 
can  fully  appreciate  why  it  should  be  even  much  more. 

^  Items  not  classified.  ^  ^ 
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Recording  of  testimony  in  Boston $169 

Cost  of  manufacture  of  nitrous  oxide  gas  for  experiment  at 

Washington* 50 

Expense  for  testimony  of  medical  and  surgical,  literary,  scien- 
tific, and  other  gentlemen,  also  assistants  to  aid  in  collecting 
the  same,  stationery,  copying,  printing,  hinding,  postage, 
and  distributing  the  same  to  still  ftirther  refute  opponents, 
overcome  opposition,  expense  of  the  suit  suggested  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  a  prerequisite  to  paying 

Doctor  Morton 10, 255 

Interest 42,  000 

Sacrifice  of  income  17  years,  proved  to  be  worth  $10,  000  per 
annum,  but  put  down  in  this  account  at  only  one-half  that 
sumt '    85, 000 

Total 200,  561 


Joseph  Burnett,  esoL,  a  chemist  of  Boston,  testifies  as  follows : 

"  Interrogatory  8.  What  had  been  the  state  of  his  business  up  to  that  time  ? 

What  effect  had  these  labors  of  his  upon  it  ? 

"  Answer.  It  had  been  at  times  very  flourishing,  and  was,  I  think,  a  growing 

busmess.     These  labors  of  his  injured  his  business  of  course.     He  neglected  it, 

and  it  fell  off." 

In  this  condition  of  things,  the  petitioner,  on  the  23d  of  February,  1849,  filed 
his  petition  in  the  House  of  Beprcsentatives,  asking  compensation  for  his  ser- 
vices to  his  country  in  the  discovery  and  the  surrender  to  the  public  use  this 
most  important  medicinal  agent.  The  matter  was  fully  and  care^ly  investigated, 
and  the  committee,  after  a  most  careful  consideration  of  the  matter,  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  said  petitioner  was  the  true  discoverer,  but  referred  the  ques- 
tion of  compensation  to  the  House,  and  nothing  more  was  done  about  it. 

In  the  year  1852  he  again  petitioned,  and  after  a  very  thorough  examinatioD, 
a  select  committee  of  the  House  agreed  to  and  drew  up  a  report  in  his  favor, 
which  was  not  actually  presented  to  the  House  for  want  of  time,  but  was  certi- 
fied to  by  the  Clerk  of  tne  House  of  Beprcsentatives.  The  report  so  prepared 
considered  the  evidence  as  to  each  and  all  the  claimants,  and  conduded  in  favor  of 
the  claim  of  Dr.  Morton.  They  prepared  a  bill  for  his  jelief,  but  the  business  of 
the  House  rendered  it  impossible  to  present  it.  In  their  prepared  report  the  select 
committee  say :  "  The  committee  of  the  House  of  Beprcsentatives  and  the  Mili- 
tary and  Naval  Committees  of  the  Senate  ftilly  concur  in  the  recommendation/' 

^This  was  for  the  trial  demanded  by  Doctor  Morton  to  diBprove  to  the  satis&ction  of 
the  congrenional  committee  the  claim  of  Horace  Wells,  bj  showing  the  inert  character  of 
the  ageDt  for  the  purposes  of  ansstbesis. 

t  This  snm  is  probably  much  below  the  ti  nth  1  he  gross  receipts  of  Doctor  MortoD ,  from  his 
business,  have  been  shown  in  a  previous  chapter.  On  the  1st  of  May,  1847,  (that  is,  buta 
few  weeks  before  his  business  was  ruined  by  the  causes  before  stated,)  an  agreement  was 
made  with  Messrs.  Blaisdell  &  Hayden,  by  which  they  were  bound  to  pay  Doctor  Morton 
50  per  cent,  on  all  the  gross  receipts  from  the  business  then  on  hand  and  to  come,  he  to  be 
at  no  expense  for  rent,  materials,  tools,  &c.  One  item  of  the  business,  then  under  way, 
and  mentioned  in  the  agrtiement,  was  twenty  full  sets  of  teeth,  valued  at  about  $4,600. 
The  books  of  Doctor  Morton  were  examined  for  three  successive  years  previous  to  his  dis- 
covery, and  the  n«t  profits  were  found  to  be  ten  thousand  per  annum.  Doctor  William 
Leavitt,  who  kept  Doctor  .Morton's  books  several  years,  says  he  always  understood  his  prac- 
tice was  worth  about  ten  thousand  dollars  per  year  Only  one  half  of  the  stated  amount 
of  income  is  estimated  in  the  above  account ;  this  tor  seventeen  years  would  amount  to 
$85,000,  the  item  in  the  account. 
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The  cbainnan  of  the  select  committee,  finding  it  impossible  to  get  the  bill  up 
in  the  House,  and  feeling  the  great  wrong  of  withholding  remuneration  from  one 
who  had  done  so  much  for  the  public  service,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  urge  upon  his  consideration  the  practicability  and  propriety  of  at- 
taching the  bill  so  by  him  prepared  to  the  military  and  navy  appropriation  bill  for 
the  then  ensuing  year.  The  chairman  of  that  committee  addressed  a  letter  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  from  whom  he 
received  replies,  stating  their  opinion  of  the  vast  value  of  the  boon  conferred 
upon  his  country  by  Dr.  Morton,  accompanied  by  a  report  from  the  chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  of  the  navy.  The  matter  was  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Military  and  Naval  Committees  of  the  Senate,  and  each, 
by  resolution,  recommended  an  amendment  to  the  army  appropriation  bill  in 
following  words : 

"  To  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  procure  the  surrender  of 
the  patent  issued  to  Wm.  T.  Gr.  Morton,  on  the  12th  day  of  November,  1846, 
for  his  discovery  of  the  anaesthetic  properties  of  sulphuric  ether,  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars." 

Which  resolution  was  moved  in  the  Senate  by  Dr.  Borland,  but  being  out  of 
the  usual  course  of  business,  was  lost,  leaving  the  matter  again  at  large,  the 
claim,  however,  supported  by  the  opinion  of  the  Military  and  Naval  Committees 
of  the  Senate. 

Early  in  the  second  session  of  the  32d  Congress,  1852,  the  subject  was 
brought  before  the  Senate  on  the  memorial  of  Dr.  Morton,  and  later  in  the  ses- 
sion upon  petition  of  the  members  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  on 
which,  as  on  former  occasions,  counter  claims  were  presented.  The  chairman 
of  the  committee  having  examined  the  case,  very  mlly  expressed  a  reasoned 
opinion  in  favor  of  the  claim  of  Dr.  Morton  ;  but  the  accumulated  evidence  then 
amounted  to  over  1,000  pages,  and  as  there  was  not  time  to  discuss  and  settle 
the  question  fiilly  in  the  two  houses,  it  was  determined,  at  the  suggestion  of 
the  petitioner,  that  an  appropriation  should  be  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  dis- 
coverer, the  title  to  discovery  to  be  settled  in  a  court  of  justice.  This  was 
recommended  to  be  introduced  as  an  amendment  to  the  army  appropriation  bill. 
This  passed  the  Senate,  but  was  lost  in  the  House.  This  bill  passea  the  Senate 
again  in  1854,  but  with  no  better  success  in  the  House. 

It  seeming  impossible,  from  causes  wholly  irrespective  of  the  question  of  right, 
to  obtain  relief  by  the  action  of  Congress,  and  being  encouraged  by  the  favor- 
able reports  from  committees  to  whom  the  claim  was  referred,  and  the 
favorable  notice  of  executive  and  military  officers,  he  determined  to  apply  at 
once  to  the  President,  believing  it  to  be  quite  within  his  power,  as  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy,  to  give  an  order  that  would  compel  the  compen- 
sation which  right  and  justice  demanded.  He,  accordingly,  on  the  15th  day  of 
June,  1854,  addressed  the  following  petition  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States: 

4 

'*  To  his  excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Hon.  the 
Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States: 

"The  undersigned,  William  T.  G.  Morton,  M. D.,  respectfully  represents  and 
makes  known,  that  he,  the  undersigned,  is  the  original  and  first  aiscoverer  of 
practical  anaesthesia,  and  that  he  holds  the  letters  patent  of  the  United  States 
for  said  discovery,  and  for  certain  means  of  applying  the  same;  which  said 
letters  patent  bear  date  the  twelfth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  1846,  and  do 
grant  to  the  undersigned  and  his  assigns,  for  the  term  of  fourteen  years  from 
the  date  thereof,  the  exclusive  right  and  liberty  of  using,  and  vending  to  others 
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to  be  used,  the  Bald  diBcovery  of  practical  aiuesthesia;  to  which  eaid  letters 
patent,  of  record  in  the  United  States  Patent  Office,  he  respectfullj  refers. 

"  The  undersigned,  from  motives  which  must  be  apparent  from  the  nature  of 
the  subject,  and  relying  upon  the  justice  and  magnanimity,  first,  of  his  own 
government,  and  then  of  all  other  civilized  governments,  has  not  hitherto 
exercised  his  legal  rights  by  suits  at  law  for  damages,  or  injunctions  to  prevent 
the  use  of  a  discovery  which  has  happily  proved  so  beneficent  to  humanity. 
Nor  would  he  now  take  any  step  by  way  of  departure  from  his  previous  course, 
but  that  his  forbearance  is  sought  to  be  turned  to  his  disadvantage,  and  objection 
is  made  to  granting  compensation  by  an  act  of  Gongress,  on  the  ground  that  he 
ought  to  ei^orce  his  right  under  his  patent  against  the  officers  of  the  United 
States  using  his  discovery  in  the  military,  naval,  and  marine  service,  and  against 
all  persons  violating  the  same. 

"These  considerations  have  determined  the  undersigned  to  adopt  this  course. 
He  therefore,  with  great  reluctance,  respectfully  asks  that  the  encouragement 
given  to  private  individuals  to  violate  his  patent,  through  the  non-observance 
thereof  by  the  government  itself,  may  be  no  longer  continued,  and  that  the  honor- 
able Secretaries  will  either  purchase  the  right  to  use  said  discovery  in  the  respec- 
tive branches  of  the  public  service,  or  that  they  will  immediately  issue  the  neces- 
sary orders  to  the  medical  officers  and  others  under  their  official  control  to 
desist  from  further  infringing  his  patent  right  in  the  premises. 

"  WM.  T.  G.  MORTON,  M.  D. 

"Washington,  June  15,  1854." 

This  petition  was  accompanied  with  the  recommendation  of  a  majority  of 
the  two  houses  of  Gongress,  and  with  favorable  reports  from  the  medical 
bureaus  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments,  which  your  committee  here  subjoin: 

"The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
concur  in  recommending  that  the  right  to  use  Dr.  Morton's  discovery,  commonly 
called  'practical  anaisthesia,'  be  purchased  for  the  public  service,  or  that  the 
use  thereof  be  discontinued,  because  the  government  is  manifestly  bound  by 
its  own  patent,  duly  issued,  to  respect  the  said  discovery  as  private  property, 
and  because  'private  property*  ought  not  to  be  *  taken  Jar  public  use  icithaut 
just  compensation,*  "  • 

This  was  followed,  as  will  be  seen,  by  one  hundred  and  fifty  signatures.  Of 
these,  Mr.  Mallory,  Mr.  Seward,  and  Mr.  Weller  signed  under  the  following 
qualification :  "  I  respectfully  suggest  that  the  patentee  of  the  anaesthetic 
agent,  known  as  Dr.  Morton's  discovery,  should  receive  from  the  United  States 
a  liberal  compensation  for  their  past  and  future  use  of  it." 

United  States  senators. — James  0.  Jones,  John  Bell,  Tennessee.  George 
W.  Jones,  Iowa.  Ben.  Fitzpatrick,  C.  G.  Glay,  jr.,  Alabama.  A.  G.  Brown, 
S.  Adams,  Mississippi.  James  Shields,  J.  D.  Bright,  Illinois.  J.  P.  Walker, 
Henry  Dodge,  Wisconsin.  J.  B.  Thompson,  Kentucky.  Gharles  T.  James, 
Philip  Allen,  Rhode  Island.  J.  W.  Williams,  H.  Hamlin,  Maine.  Gharles 
Sumner,  Julius  Rockwell,  Massachusetts.  James  Gooper,  Pennsylvania.  John 
B.  Weller,  W.  M.  Gwin,  Galifomia.  J.  M.  Glayton,  Delaware.  W.  K.  Se- 
bastian, R.  W.  Johnson,  Arkansas.  Sam  Houston,  Texas.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 
New  York.  Arch.  Dixon,  Kentucky.  J.  P.  Behjamin,  Louisiana.  B.  F. 
Wade,  S.  P.  Chase,  Ohio.     S.  R.  Mallory,  A.  C.  Dodge,  Florida. 

Representatives  to  Congress, — Samuel  P.  Benson,  Samuel  Mayall,  E.  W. 
Farley;  I.  Washburn,  jr.,  T.  J.  D.  Fuller,  Maine.     Samuel  H.  Walley,  Alex. 

^  Con»titution  United  States,  Amendment,  Article  V. 
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De  Witt,  Charles  W.  Upliam,  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  J.  Z.  Goodrich,  N.  P.  Banks, 
jr.,  Edward  Dickinson,  J.  Wiley  Edmands,  Samuel  L.  Crocker,  Massachusetts. 
Alvah  Sabin,  Vermont.  B.  B.  Thurston,  Thos.  Davis,  Rhode  Island.  Thos. 
W.  Cumming.  T.  R.  Westbrook,  John  Wheeler,  Gerrit  Smith,  Peter  Rowe, 
William  M.  Tweed,  Charles  Hughes,  G.  Dean,  Jared  V.  Peck,  R.  W.  Peckham, 
Bishop  Perkins,  Henry  Bennett,  George  Hastings,  A.  Oliver,  New  York.     A. 

C.  M.  Pennington,  George  Vail,  New  Jersey.  Roland  Jones,  Louisiana. 
Hendrick  B.  Wright,  Thomas  B.  Florence,  W.  H.  Witte,  Asa  Packer,  Ner 
Middleswarth,  John  Bobbins,  jr.,  William  Everhart,  Joseph  R.  Chandler,  J. 
Glancy  Jones,  C.  M.  Straub,  C.  B.  Curtis,  Thomas  M.  Howe,  Pennsylvania. 
Jacob  Shower,  Maryland.  G.  R.  Riddle,  Delaware.  H.  H.  Johnson,  Thomas 
Richey,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  W.  R.  Sapp,  J.  R.  Giddings,  Ed.  Wade,  M.  H. 
Nichols,  J.  S.  Harrison,  J.  L.  Taylor,  A.  Harlan,  Ohio.  W.  A.  Richardson, 
James  Knox,  E.  B.  Washburne,  J.  O.  Norton,  John  Wentworth,  Richard 
Yates,  J.  C.  Allen,  Willis  Allen,  Illinois.  H.  L.  Stephens,  Michigan.  Sion 
H.  Rogers,  W.  S.  Ashe,  R.  C.  Puryear,  John  Kerr,  H.  M.  Shaw,  North  Caro- 
lina.    James  L.  Orr,  P.  S.  Brooks,  W.  W.  Boyce,  L.  M.  Keitt,  South  Carolina. 

D.  A.  Reese,  Georgia.  James  Abercrombie,  W.  R.  Smith,  J.  F.  Dowdell, 
P.  Phillips,  Alabama.  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Florida.  William  Barksdale,  William 
S.  Barry,  D.  B.  Wright,  W.  P.  Harris,  0.  R.  Singleton,  Mississippi.  Samuel 
Caruthers,  M.  Oliver,  John  G.  Miller,  James  J.  Lindsley,  A.  W.  Lamb, 
Missouri.  A.  B.  Greenwood,  Arkansas.  F.  K.  ZoUicoffer,  William  CuUom, 
Em.  Etheridge,  R.  M.  Bugg,  Fred.  P.  Stanton,  N.  G.  Taylor,  Wm.  M.  Church- 
well,  Tennessee.  John  C.  Breckinridge,  William  Preston,  L.  M.  Cox,  R.  H. 
Stanton,  John  M.  Elliot,  James  S.  Chrisman,  C.  S.  Hill,  Kentucky.  D.  Stuart, 
Michigan.  Ben.  C.  Eastman,  John  B.  Macy,  Daniel  Wells,  jr.,  Wisconsin. 
Daniel  Mace,  Indiana.  Bemhart  Henn,  J.  P.  Cook,  Iowa.  P.  H.  Bell,  Texas. 
J.  A.  McDougall,  M.  S.  Latham,  T.  S.  Russell,  California. 

"Navy  Department,  July  25,  1854. 
"Sir:  The  printed  documents,  &c.,  having  relation  to  ansBsthetic  agents, 
which  were  left  by  you  at  the  department,  were  referred  to  Surgeon  Whelan, 
chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  who  has  returned  them  with  a 
letter  containing  some  general  expressions  of  the  value  and  importance  of  such 
agents  in  medicine  and  surgery,  a  copy  of  which  you  will  find  enclosed,  together 
with  the  printed  papers  referred  to. 

"  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"J.  C.  DOBBIN. 
"W.  T.  G.  Morton,  M.  D., 

'*  National  Hotel,  Washington,  D.  C." 

"Navy  Department, 
^^  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  July  24,  1854. 

"  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  21  St  instant,  covering  sundry  printed  documents  on  the  subject  of  anaesthetic 
agents,  submitted  to  the  Navy  Department  by  Dr.  Morton,  in  which  *  my  views 
touching  the  subject-matter  presented '  arc  requested. 

"  Without  desiring  to  involve  myself  in  the  controverted  point  of  the  discovery 
of  ansesthetic  agents,  the  objects  of  the  department  in  its  reference  of  the  sub- 
ject to  this  bureau  may  possibly  be  subserved  by  some  general  expression  of 
their  value  and  importance,  and  the  almost  universal  employment  of  these  agents 
under  different  names,  but  nearly  identical  in  effect  and  mode  of  administration, 
in  a  vast  proportion  of  grave  injuries  and  painful  diseases. 

"  So  general  is  the  use  of  amesthetic  agents,  such  is  the  confidence  of  the  pro- 
fession in  the  uniformity  and  safety  of  their  effects,  that  medicine  and  surgery 
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would  be  divested  of  one  of  their  ablest  allieb  if  any  circumstance  should  arise 
to  deprive  them  of  the  employment  of  a  class  of  pain-destroying  agents  whose 
popularity  and  appreciation  keep  pace  with  their  diffusion.  I  regard  the  dis- 
covery of  aneesthesia  as  one  of  more  importance  in  many  senses  than  any  of 
those  triumphs  of  genius  which  have  conferred  immortality  and  fortune  on  their 
authors ;  for  it  alone  interests  every  condition  and  calling  of  humanity,  and  is  as 
widespread  in  its  application  as  the  primal  cause  of  pain,  which  it  so  effectuaUy 
destroys. 

"  I  believe  there  is  scarce  an  intelligent  physician  or  surgeon  in  either  hemi- 
sphere who  has  not  had  occasion  to  use  these  agents,  and  whose  judgment  does 
not  indorse  their  value. 

"  Sulphuric  ether  was  adopted  in  the  navy  soon  after  the  discovery  of  its 
peculiar  properties ;  it  still  continues  to  be  largely  used,  and  for  some  years  has 
formed  an  item  in  the  '  allowance  table  of  medicines.' 

"  In  one  of  the  documents  accompanying  your  communication,  a  report  by  a 
select  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  (first  session,  thirty-second 
Congress,  pages  86  and  98,)  will  be  found  two  communications  from  the  then 
chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  which  so  fully  embody  my  own 
opinions  of  the  value  and  importance  of  anaesthetic  agents  that  I  respectfully 
invite  your  attention  to  them.  In  the  same  document  (pages  102,  et  »eq.)  are 
recorded  the  commendatory  opinions  of  numerous  medical  officers  of  the  navy. 

"The  character  of  anaesthetic  agents  seems  now  to  be  settled  beyond  dispute; 
their  great  importance  in  medicine  and  surgery  is  recognized  by  a  unanimity  of 
opinion  rare,  indeed,  in  medical  matters ;  for  throughout  the  profession  anaesthesia 
is  not  inaptly  hailed  as  one  of  the  greatest  boons  conferred  by  science  on  suffer- 
ing humanity. 

"  To  estimate  the  pecuniary  value  of  such  a  discovery,  if  I  am  called  upon  to 
do  so,  is  not  so  easy  a  matter.  If  the  action  of  the  British  Parliament  in  the 
case  of  Jenner— one  of  closest  analogy — be  received  as  a  standard  of  judgment, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  amount  named  on  several  occa- 
sions by  Congress,  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  beyond  the  worth  of  this  only 
panacea  for  most  of  the  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to. 

"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"W.WHiiLAN. 

"  Hon.  J.  C.  Dobbin, 

"  Secretary  of  the  NavyJ* 

At  the  same  time  that  the  reference  was  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
to  the  medical  bureau,  the  communication  which  had  been  handed  the  Secretary 
of  War  was  referred  by  him  to  the  medical  bureau  of  the  army,  as  is  shown  by 
the  following  reply : 

"SuROBON  General's  Office,  July  17,  1854. 

"  Sir  :  A  communication  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  and 
to  the  Secretaries  of  War,  of  the  Navy,  and  of  the  Treasury,  by  William  T.  6. 
Morton,  M.  D.,  in  which  the  writer,  after  representing  that  he  holds  letters  patent 
of  the  United  States  for  the  discovery  of  *  practical  anaesthesia,'  requests  that 
the  right  to  use  that  discovery  in  the  public  service  be  purchased,  or  that  orders 
be  issued  to  the  medical  and  other  officers  under  government  control  to  desist 
from  further  infringing  his  patent  right,  having  been  referred  to  me  for  a  report, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  remarks : 

"The  great  importance  and  value  of  practical  aneesthesia  has  been  recognized 
and  admitted  by  physicians  and  surgeons  throughout  the  civilized  world.  For 
mv  own  views  on  this  point,  and  for  evidence  that  washed  sulphuric  ether  and 
other  antesthetic  agents  are  regularly  supplied  to  and  used  by  the  medical  officers 
of  the  army,  you  are  respectftiUy  referred  to  the  enclosed  copy  of  &  communica- 
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tion,  addressed  bj  me  to  Dr.  Morton,  on  the  Ist  of  March  1852,  and  your  atten- 
tion is  abo  invited  to  the  printed  copies  of  commnnications  from  the  late  chief 
of  the  Boreau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  in  the  navy,  and  other  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  distinction  which  are  to  be  found  in  one  of  the  pamphlets  accompany- 
ing the  present  memorial  of  Dr.  Morton. 

'*  Confining  my  remarks  more  particularly  to  the  speciid  subject  now  presented 
by  Dr.  Morton,  I  have  to  state  that  if  it  should  satisfactorily  appear  to  those 
having  the  ability  and  the  authority  to  decide  that  the  letters  patent  held  by 
Dr.  Morton  do  really  cover  the  exclusive  right  of  using,  and  selling  to  others  to 
be  used,  those  aneesthetic  agents  which  have  been  successfully  introduced  into 
the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  for  anaesthetic  purposes,  it  would  seem 
that  the  government  of  the  United  States  is  bound,  in  virtue  of  a  provision  in 
the  Constitution  to  that  effect,  as  well  as  in  justice,  to  pay  Dr.  Morton  for  the 
use  of  his  property  heretofore,  and  either  to  desist  from  the  further  employment 
of  those  articles  in  the  public  service  for  ansesthetic  purposes  or  to  acquire  the 
legal  right  to  their  use  by  purchase. 

**  It  appears,  on  examination  of  a  paper  appended  to  Dr.  Morton's  communica- 
tion, that  32  senators  and  118  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  *  con- 
cur in  recommending  that  the  right  to  use  Dr.  Morton's  discovery,  commonly 
called  "  practical  anaesthesia,"  be  purchased  for  the  public  service,  or  that  the 
use  thereof  be  discontinued,  because  the  government  is  manifestly  bound  by  its 
own  patent,  duly  issued,  to  respect  the  said  discovery  as  private  property,  and 
because  "  private  property"  ought  not  to  be  "  taken  for  public  use  without  just 
compensation." ' 

"  Presuming  that  the  army,  navy,  and  commercial  marine  of  the  United  States 
will  not  be  debarred  from  all  participation  in  the  benefits  arising  from  a  discov- 
ery which  has  been  pronounced,  and  in  reality  is,  *  one  of  the  greatest  boons  ever 
given  to  suffering  man,'  it  may  be  proper,  though  I  am  not  specially  instructed  so 
to  do,  to  furnish  some  data  upon  wnich  an  estimate  of  the  amount  which,  in  my 
opinion,  the  patentee  may  reasonably  demand  from  the  government  for  the  past 
and  future  use  of  anaesthetic  agents  in  the  army,  navy,  marine  corps,  and  marine 
hospitals  of  the  United  States. 

"  The  British  Parliament  bestowed  upon  Dr.  Jenner,  the  discoverer  of  vac- 
cination (to  which  the  discovery  of  practical  anaesthesia  may  properly  be  com- 
pared) the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  pounds.  The  select  committee  of  Congress, 
who  have  had  this  subject  under  consideration,  have  recommended  that  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  to  Dr.  Morton  for  the  privilege 
of  using  the  discovery. 

*'  In  both  of  those  instances  it  was  intended,  I  believe,  by  the  governments, 
respectively,  to  give  benefits  of  the  discovery  to  the  world. 

"  Without,  then,  going  into  a  calculation  of  the  amount  of  compensation  to  be 
furnished  from  each  branch  of  the  public  service,  it  is  respectfully  suggested 
*  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  proposed  by  the  select  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  also  by  the  Military  and  Naval  Com- 
mittees of  the  Senate,  be  awarded  to  the  patentee  for  all  his  right  in  the  premises, 
and  that  the  benefits  of  the  discovery  be  given  to  the  world  at  large. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"THOMAS  LAWSON, 

"  Surgeon  General, 

"  Hon.  Jbppbrson  Davis, 

"  Secretary  of  War.'' 

The  President  at  first  seemed  favorably  impressed,  and  promised  to  forbid  the 
use  of  the  ether  or  pav  the  proposed  sum,  but  afterwards  declined  to  do  it  until 
the  judgment  of  a  judicial  tribunal  should  determine  the  right.  The  petitioner, 
therefore,  on  his  suggestion,  brought  suit  against  one  of  the  United  States  officers 
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who  had  used  this  discovery  in  the  marine  hospital,  and  after  two  years  and 
expending  a  good  deal  of  money,  received  a  judgment  against  him. 

On  the  rendition  of  this  judgment  a  new  administration  was  in  power.  The 
record  of  the  trial  and  judgment  was  taken  to  the  Secretary  of.  tne  Treasury, 
inasmuch  as  the  marine  hospitals  were  under  that  executive  department,  but  this 
gentleman  (now  a  member  of  the  confederate  government)  stated  that  before 
settling  he  wished  Dr.  Morton  to  test  his  claim  by  bringing  further  euit8,  and 
did  nothing  whatever. 

This  transaction  appears  by  the  accompanying  statement  of  a  conversation 
with  the  President,  which  took  place  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Barksdale,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, and  published  as  early  as  1858,  and  a  letter  of  the  honorable  William 
H.  Witte,  member  of  Congress,  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
detailing  his  conversation  with  him  on  the  subject : 

On  emerging  from  his  sick-room,  in  the  early  part  of  May,  1855,  in  company 
with  Mr.  Barksdale,  of  Mississippi,  through  whose  agency  it  had  been  arranged. 
Dr.  Morton  held  an  audience  with  the  President,  and  then,  for  the  first  time, 
learned  the  result  of  this  two  years  of  "  circumlocution."  Before  paying  any  sum 
for  the  patent,  the  government  wished  a  legal  decision  on  the  case ;  it  had  de- 
cided that  a  judgment  should  be  procured  against  it,  so  that  it  should  be  com- 
pelled to  make  restitution.  In  reply  to  the  President,  who  asked  why  a  suit  had 
not  been  before  brought.  Dr.  Morton  replied,  that  otoing  to  the  peculiar  nature  of 
his  discovery,  he  had  never  wished  to  take  legal  steps  for  redress  ;  that  he  had 
all  along  been  led  to  suppose  that  the  government  would  in  the  end  act  hanestJy, 
and,  for  the  good  of  humanity,  do,  of  its  own  free  will,  an  act  of  justice,  to  which 
it  was  repugnant  to  human  nature  to  compel  it.  To  this  the  President  replied 
that  no  feeling  of  that  kind  need  deter  him ;  that  the  prosecution  was  to  be  for 
its  use  in  the  public  service,  and  a  mere  form,  as  the  decision  of  the  court  would 
give  them  authority  for  immediate  action.  He  then  proposed  that  a  suit  should 
be  commenced  a^inst  some  surgeon  of  the  government  service  who  had  at  some 
period  used  the  discovery ;  that  the  suit,  when  brought,  should  be  considered 
as  brought  against  the  government  and  not  against  the  surgeon,  and  that  the 
government  should  shoulder  all  the  responsibility.  He  closed  by  saying,  that 
when  it  was  decided  that  the  government  was  violating  Dr.  Morton's  patent  the 
government  would  pay,  and  that  Dr.  Morton  might  take  his  choice  as  to  the  tri- 
bunal before  which  to  have  the  case  tried. 

<'SiR:  The  honorable  the  Attorney  General  has  this  morning  informed  me 
that  the  government  declines  acting  at  this  time  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Morton,  as- 
signing as  a  reason  that  the  patent  covers  too  much,  and  also  that  the  Secretary 
of  War  does  not  favorably  construe  the  scientific  question  involved — ^in  fisict  and 
effect  denying  the  validity  of  the  patent. 

'*  As  an  answer  to  the  first  point  it  is  only  necessary  to  repeat  the  clear  and 
unequivocal  assurance  made  to  mc  on  more  than  one  occasion  by  your  excel- 
lency that  the  binding  force  and  validity  of  the  patent  should  not  be  disturbed, 
should  not  be  adjudicated  by  the  executive  ministerial  authority  of  the  govern- 
ment, but  that  it  should  be  construed  by  the  import  obviously  expressed  by  it» 
face,  and  that  Dr.  Morton  should  be  dealt  witli  in  the  premises  according  to 
that  spirit  of  partiality  and  rigid  justice  which  it  becomes  the  power  of  a  great 
government  to  extend  toward  one  of  its  own  citizens. 

"  In  reply  to  the  objection,  now  for  the  first  time  presented  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  his  own  report  made  to  your  excellency,  in  which, 
after  discussing  the  scientific  view  of  the  case,  he  concludes  with  the  clear  ex- 
pression of  his  opinion  that  Dr.  Morton  is  the  person  to  whom  compensation 
ought  to  be  made,  and  that  the  only  point  lefl  undecided  by  him  is  the  method 
in  which,  and  the  extent  to  which,  payment  ought  to  be  made. 

*'  With  this  report  you  expressed  yourself  so  well  satisfied  that  upon  one  oc- 
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casion  70U,  with  pen  in  hand,  did  me  the  honor  to  counsel  with  me  how  the 
order  to  the  departments  not  to  use  the  agent  (until  settlement  had  been  made) 
ought  to  be  issued  so  as  to  best  serve  the  interests  of  Dr.  Morton,  and  thereby 
promote  the  equity  of  his  claim. 

"  You  were  also  on  that  occasion  kind  enough  to  desire  me  to  say  to  Dr.  Mor- 
ton that  it  would  be  better  that  he  should  not  remain  in  Washington,  but  go 
home  and  rest  contented  with  your  assurance  that  the  matter  should  be  satisfac- 
torily adjusted,  and  that  you  preferred  to  close  the  business  with  me  rather  than 
with  a  lawyer,  at  the  same  time  giving  him  the  advice  not  to  spend  his  money  in 
feeing  lawyers,  as  there  was  no  necessity,  there  being  nothing  in  it  which  you 
and  I  could  not  settle. 

"  It  was  in  this  aspect  of  the  case,  relying  upon  your  declaration  and  absolute 
promise,  that  I  was  induced  to  render  to  Dr.  Morton  pecuniary  assistance  which 
the  necessities  of  his  situation  imperatively  required,  never  areaming  that  you 
would  fail  to  do  yourself,  or  to  permit  others  to  rerase  doing,  an  act  the  justice  and 
necessity  of  which  you  had  more  than  once  clearly  admitted. 

"  And  yet,  now,  after  the  lapse  oi  fourteen  months  induced  to  come  here  often, 
and  always  at  the  sacrifice  of  my  interests  at  home,  I  am  told  that  there  is 
nothing  in  the  case ;  that  the  government  refuses  to  acknowledge  the  slightest 
equity  in  thee  laim ;  but,  shielding  itself  behind  legal  quibbles  and  scientific  tech- 
nicalities, coolly  and  complacently  pronounces  its  former  assurances  and  promises 
of  compensation  and  justice  as  nothing — as  nothing,  because  it  refuses  now  to  do 
what  it  repeatedly  declared  should  be  done. 

'*  Well,  sir,  we  must  make  submission,  and  we  do  submit  in  that  feeling  which 
injured  helplessness  makes  to  wrong  and  power. 

"  In  conclusion,  sir,  permit  me  to  express  the  regret  that  you  did  not  in  your 
intercourse,  with  me  upon  the  subject,  deal  with  me  in  such  a  manner  as  to  pre- 
vent me  from  involving  myself  (relying  upon  your  assurances)  largely  to  my 
pecuniary  disadvantage,  as  well  as  to  my  personal  mortification. 
"  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

"WM.  H.  WITTE." 

Thus  far  the  efforts  of  the  petitioner  to  obtain  compensation  for  his  labor^ 
mental  and  corporeal,  his  services,  his  pecuniary  expenditures  in  giving  to  his 
country  the  inestimable  boon  of  his  discovery,  were  attended  with  anxiety,  dis- 
appointment, and  loss.  But  he  at  last  met  with  sympathy  to  cheer  him  and 
generosity  to  aid  him  in  his  hitherto  disheartening  progress.  It  came  from  the 
medical  profession  of  the  United  States  who  are,  of  all  men,  the  best  qualified 
to  judge  of  the  fact  of  the  discovery  and  of  its  value.  Their  reading  renders 
them  familiar  with  the  state  of  knowledge  at  any  and  all  times  on  kindred  sub- 
jects, and  every  step  in  advance  at  all  worthy  of  consideration  is  published  in 
their  peHodicals,  discussed  in  their  lecture-cooms,  and  read  and  considered  by 
them  in  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world.  After  full  consideration  and  discussion, 
after  hundreds  of  thousands  of  experiments  running  thibugh  a  period  of  many 
years,  the  profession  has  all  become  satisfied  of  the  vast  utility  of  the  discovered 
anaesthetic  agent  and  its  kindred  ethers ;  and  as  a  body,  with  some  rare  excep- 
tions, they  are  convinced  that  the  petitioner.  Dr.  Morton,  is  the  original  discov- 
erer. This  is  abundantly  shown  by  the  proceedings  of  the  faculty  of  Boston, 
New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  which  your  committee  has  before  them,  and  here- 
with annex  as  deserving  the  attention  of  the  Senate.  It  is  the  verdict  of  men, 
the  very  elite  of  their  profession,  who,  in  a  matter  that  so  deeply  concerns  it,  are 
not  likely  to  be  deceived.  Your  committee  offers  no  apology  for  presenting 
these  proceedings  in  full.  The  importance  of  the  subject  justifies  and  indeed 
demands  it. 
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Testifnanial  to  Dr.  Wm.  T.  G.  Morton. 

Boston,  Massachusetts t  United  States  of  America^  1861. 

More  than  fourteen  years  have  elapsed  since  the  fi^t  application  of  anlphuric 
ether  as  an  anaesthetic  agent.  During  this  .period  its  use  has  been  extended  over 
the  whole  civilized  world ;  it  has  been  employed  in  private  dwellings,  hospitals, 
and  upon  the  field  of  battle,  and  has  been  hailed  as  the  most  beneficent  gift 
conferred  upon  mankind  since  the  discovery  of  vaccination.  It  has  enabled 
every  human  being  to  contemplate  pain,  disease,  and  death  with  comparative 
composure;  and  its  loss,  were  such  a  thing  possible,  would  be  universally  re- 
garded as  a  calamity  to  our  race. 

The  anaesthetic  properties  of  ether,  if  before  known,  had  never  been  before 

Practically  applied,  and  except  for  the  courage,  energy,  and  perseverance  of  Dr. 
[orton,  they  would  not  probably  have  been  applied  to  this  day.  The  peculiar 
claim  of  Dr.  Morton  is  not  merely  that  he  introduced  the  use  of  ether,  bat  that 
he  first  demonstrated  the  fiu^t  that  the  human  system  can  be  safely  reduced  to  a 
condition  in  which  it  becomes  unconscious  of  the  sufierines  of  disease,  the  pain* 
of  surgical  operations,  and  the  pangs  of  childbirth.  The  same  purpose  has 
since  been  effected  by  chloroform  and  other  agents,  but  it  is  not  assuming  too 
much  to  say  that,  except  for  the  demonstration  of  this  great  fact  of  the  pos- 
sibility and  safety  of  anaesthesia,  their  employment  would  never  have  been 
suggested. 

But  while  all  mankind  have  been  benefited,  Dr.  Morton  has  been  a  loser,  to 
a  large  amount,  by  his  exertions,  in  a  wordly  point  of  view ;  and  in  consequence 
of  the  time  consumed,  the  expenses  incurred,  and  the  suspension  of  his  pro- 
fessional labors,  he  is  less  advantageously  situated  than  beiore.  This  does  not 
seem  just,  and  it  is  now  proposed  to  procure  and  present  to  him  an  adequate 
testimonial,  not  as  a  compensation,  (for  a  full  compensation  is  in  its  nature  im- 

Sossible,)  but  as  a  remuneration  for  his  expenditure,  and  an  expression  of  the 
eep  and  grateful  sense  entertained  by  his  fellow-creatures  of  the  inestimable 
benefit  he  has  conferred  upon  them. 

With  the  view  of  obtaining  effectual  co-operation  in  other  places,  a  meeting 
of  a  committee  of  fifty  gentlemen  was  held  at  the  house  of  Dr.  J.  Mason  War- 
ren, January  26, 1861,  and  as  a  result  of  this  meeting  the  following  organization 
has  been  adopted.  The  aid  of  the  medical  profession,  and  the  public  in  general, 
is  now  respectfully  solicited  to  assist  in  carrying  into  effect  this  laudable  pur- 
pose. It  is  proposed  that  a  public  subscription  be  instituted,  the  avails  of  which 
shall  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  Amos  A.  Lawrence  and  John  Lowell,  of  Boston, 
trustees,  to  be  held,  appropriated,  and  invested  for  the  benefit  of  Dr.  Morton 
and  his  family. 

President, — ^Dr.  James  Jackson,  emeritus  professor  of  theory  and  practice  of 
medicine,  Harvard  University. 

Vi^e-Presidents, — Dr.  Jacob  Bigelow,  president  American  Academy  of  Arts 
and  Sciences ;  Dr.  Oeorge  Hayward,  consulting  sui^eon  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital ;  Dr.  S.  D.  Townsend,  surgeon  Massachusetts  General  Hospital ;  Edward 
Reynolds,  consulting  surgeon  Massachusetts  General  Hospital;  C.  C.  Felton, 
LL.D.,  President  Harvard  University;  Dr.  John  Homans,  president  Mas- 
sachusetts Medical  Society,  consulting  physician  Massachusetts  General  Hos- 
pital; Dr.  John  Jeffries,  consulting  surgeon  Massachusetts  General  Hospital; 
Jared  Sparks,  LL.D.,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  late  president  of  Harvard 
University;  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  LL.D.,  president  of  the  Massachusetts  His- 
torical Society. 

General  Committee. — ^Dr.  John  0.  Dalton;  Daniel  Treadwell,  formerly  Rum- 
ford  professor  in  Harvard  University;  Dr.  Charles  G.  Putnam;  Dr.  Daniel  D. 
Slade;  Dr.  Henry  I.  Bowditch,  physician  to  Massachusetts  General  Hosnital; 
Dr.  Henry  G.  Clark,  surgeon  to  Massachusetts  General  Hospital;  Dr.  Oliver 
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Wendell  Holmes,  professor  of  anatomy  and  physiology  in  Harvard  University; 
Dr.  J.  Mason  Warren,  surgeon  to  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital;  Dr. 
Robert  W.  Hooper,  surgeon  to  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Eye  and  Ear 
Infirmary ;  Dr.  William  J.  Dale ;  Dr.  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  surgeon  to  Massachu- 
setts General  Hospital;  Dr.  Charles  E.  Buckingham;  Dr.  George  H.  Lyman; 
Dr.  Edward  H,  ularke,  professor  of  materia  medica  in  Harvard  University; 
Dr.  Luther  Parks,  jr. ;  Dr.  J.  Baxter  Upham. 

Executive  cammitiee, — Dr.  John  Ware,  late  professor  of  theory  and  practice 
of  medicine  in  Harvard  University ;  Dr.  David  W.  Cheever,  Dr.  J.  N.  Borland, 
Dr.  C.  D.  Homans,  Dr.  Robert  Ware,  Dr.  James  C.  White,  Dr.  Richard  M. 
Hodges,  Dr.  Calvin  G.  Page. 

Trustees, — Amos  A.  Lawrence,  treasurer  of  Harvard  University;  John  Lowell. 

Secretary, — Francis  Minot,  physician  to  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 

Proceedings  in  behalf  of  the  Morton  tcMtimonial. 

At  a  meeting  of  medical  gentlemen,  held  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Jacob  Bigelow, 
on  the  evening  of  January  26,  1861,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  before  the  com- 
munity the  claims  of  Dr.  W.  T.  G.  Morton  to  a  substautial  recompense  for  the 
benefit  which  he  has  conferred  on  mankind  by  the  discovery  of  the  anaesthetic 
properties  of  sulphuric  ether,  Dr.  John  Homans  was  elected  chairman,  and  Dr. 
Francis  Minot,  secretary,  and  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  meeting  view  with  great  interest  and  satisfaction  the 
movement  inaugurated  in  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,*  in  behalf  of  the 
Morton  testimonial,  and  take  this  occasion  to  renew  their  expression  of  approval 
and  sympathy. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  meeting  commend  the  subscription  proposed  for  the 
testimonial  to  the  favor  and  support  of  the  American  people,  and  most  cordially 
join  in  the  commendation  bestowed  upon  it  by  institutions  and  scientific  men 
throughout  the  country. 

3.  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  present  condition  and  objects  to  be  attained 
by  the  testimonial,  it  is  expedient  to  make  an  immediate  efforc  to  take  up  a  gen- 
eral subscription  in  this  community,  which  is  the  scene  of  Dr.  Morton's  labors 
and  expeiimcnts,  and  the  city  where  the  discovery  was  made,  and  the  testimo- 
nial had  its  origin. 

4.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  by  the  chair,  from  gentlemen  out 
of  the  profession,  to  call  on  this  community  and  solicit  donations  and  subscrip- 
tions in  behalf  of  the  testimonial,  with  power  to  make  additions  to  their  number 
and  substitutions,  and  to  take  such  other  action  as  they  may  deem  expedient  to 
promote  this  object. 

5.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  medical  men  be  appointed  by  the  chair  to 
confer  with  the  committee  on  subscriptions  as  to  the  most  efficient  means  of 
accomplishing  the  end  in  view. 

6.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  appeal  especially  to  those  who  have  been 
relieved  by  etherization  from  intense  pain,  that  they  may  have  an  opportunity 
to  contribute  according  to  their  means. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Bowditch,  the  secretary  was  requested  to  notify  the  mem- 
bers of  both  committees  of  their  appointment,  and  to  desire  them  to  meet 
together  at  such  time  and  place  as  he  may  see  expedient,  to  carry  out  the  objects 
of  this  meeting. 

The  chair  appointed  the  following  committees : 

Laymen. — Amos  A.  Lawrence,  17  Milk  street;  Charles  Amory,  54  City 
Exchange;  J.  IngersoU  Bowditch,  54  State  street;  John  Lowell,  42  Court 
street;  John  T.  Stetson,  8  Milk  street;  William  Appleton,  jr.,  24  Tremont 
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street;  Moses  Williams,  jr.,  105  Stete  street;  Daniel  S.  Curtis,  4  State  street; 
John  JoBcph  May,  corner  Broad  and  State  streets ;  Martin  Brimmer,  48  Beacon 
street;  A.  W.  Spencer,  13  Congress  street;  Samuel  Frothingham,  jr.,  59  Frank- 
lin street;  Thomas  J.  Lee.  60  State  street;  Warren  Sawyer,  7  Blackstone 
street;  J.  D.  W.  Joy,  17  Milk  street;  Prescott  Bigelow,  1  Postoffice  avenue; 
Joseph  Burnett,  27  Central  street;  John  H.  Thomdike,  29  Edinboro'  street; 
B.  W.  Taggard,  29  Comhill ;  Gardner  Brewer,  Federal,  comer  Franklin  street ; 
Theodore  Metcalf,  39  Tremont  street ;  P.  W.  Chandler,  4  Court  street;  Thornton 
K.  Lothrop,  42  Court  street;  Charles  T.  Bandall,  Devonshire,  between  Frank- 
lin and  Summer  streets;  G.  S.  HilUird,  Niles  Block,  School  street;  James  T. 
Fields,  comer  School  and  Washington  streets;  William  G.  Weld,  Edward  T. 
Eastman. 

Medical. — James  Jackson,  Jacob  Bigelow,  George  Hayward,  John  Ware, 
John  Homans,  S.  D.  Townsend,  John  Jeffries,  A.  A.  Gould,  Henry  I.  Bow- 
ditch,  0.  W.  Holmes,  John  H.  Dix,  Charles  G.  Putnam,  J.  Mason  Warren, 
Henry  J.  Bigelow,  Henry  G.  Clark. 

JOHN  HOMANS,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 

Francis  Minot,  M  D.,  Secretary, 

The  following  address  is  set  forth  by  a  sub-committee  appointed  at  a  meeting 
held  at  the  house  of  .Dr.  J.  Mason  Warren,  in  pursuance  of  the  foregoing 
object: 

Boston,  March  4,  1861. 

Sir  :  We  beg  leave  to  address  you  in  regard  to  the  claims  and  services  of 
Dr.  W.  T.  G.  Morton,  as  connected  with  the  discovery  of  producing  insensibiiitj 
to  pain  by  the  ansesthetic  effects  of  sulphuric  ether.  That  this  discovery  has  been 
an  inestimable  blessing  to  mankind,  and  that  it  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
important  applications  of  science  to  the  uses  of  life  that  has  been  made,  even  in 
this  age  of  improvement  and  progress,  is  beyond  dispute. 

While  there  is  not  an  entire  unanimity  of  opinion  as  to  Dr.  Morton's  claims 
to  the  priority  of  the  discovery,  all  who  have  investigated  the  subject  agree  that 
the  pre-eminent  merit  of  first  establishing  by  experiment  what  was  before  onlj 
a  surmise  or  a  conjecture  is  his ;  and  that  without  his  courage,  enei^,  and  per- 
severance, the  discovery  would  not  have  been  put  into  practi^  operation.  This 
is  enough  to  make  Dr.  Morton  one  of  the  benefactors  of  his  race.  His  discovery 
is  now  in  use  all  over  the  civilized  world;  everywhere  it  is  lightening  the 
trying  duties  of  the  medical  profession ;  soothing  the  pain  of  the  suffering,  and, 
what  is  hardly  less  valuable,  taking  away  that  apprehension  of  pain  which, 
to  the  nervous  and  sensitive,  is  like  suffering  itself. 

But  Dr.  Morton  has  experienced  the  common  fate  of  inventors  and  dis- 
coverers. So  far  from  being  a  gainer,  he  has  been  a  loser  to  a  very  large 
amount,  by  the  sacrifices  and  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  introducing  his 
discovery  and  vindicating  his  claims.  It  is  not  proposed  to  bestow  upon  Dr. 
Morton  a  pecuniary  equivalent  for  his  discovery ;  indeed,  the  worth  of  a  dis- 
covery like  his  is  not  susceptible  of  a  money  value,  though  some  approximation 
to  it  may  be  made  by  considering  what  sum  mankind  would  be  willing  to  give 
for  such  a  blessing,  supposing  they  had  it  not.  But  we  think  he  is  justly 
entitled,  not  merely  to  a  return  of  all  expenses  incurred,  but  to  some  farther 
expression  of  the  grateful  sense  which  his  services  to  humanity  have  everywhere 
awakened.  Thirty  thousand  pounds  were  given,  in  two  successive  grants,  by 
the  British  Parliament  to  Dr.  Jeuner ;  and  no  one  would  deem  a  like  sum  an 
extravagant  remuneration  for  the  civilized  world  to  bestow  upon  Dr.  Morton. 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  at  a  meeting  of  gentlemen  of  the 
medical  and  other  professions,  held  at  the  house  of  Dr.  J.  Mason  Warren,  on 
Tuesday,  February  26,  have  the  honor  to  address  you  on  this  subject,  and  to 
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Bolicit  your  aid  in  behalf  of  the  object  above  set  forth.  Sach  contributions  as  you 
may  see  fit  to  make  will  be  received  by  Amos  A.  Lawrence  or  John  Lowell,  who 
have  consented  to  act  as  trustees  of  the  ftind  which  may  be  coUected,  or  by  any 
member  of  the  joint  committee  on  the  Morton  testimonial. 

JOHN  HOMANS, 

JOHN  WARE, 


..!■ 


GEO.  S.  HILLARD,    f  CW»w7^«. 
CHAS.  G.  PUTNAM,  J 
Francis  Minot,  Secretary. 

The  undersigned  having  been  appointed  trustees  of  the  fund  to  be  raised  as 
a  testimonial'  to  Dr.  Morton  for  his  discovery  of  etherization,  and  having 
accepted  this  trust,  deem  it  their  duty  to  state,  for  the  information  of  those  who 
may  be  asked  to  contribute,  that  it  is  not  designed  merely  to  present  him  with 
an  honorable  memento  of  the  services  which  he  has  rendered  to  mankind,  but 
to  afford  him  relief  from  the  embarrassments  which  his  discovery  has  brought 
upon  him. 

It  is  necessary  for  us,  therefore,  to  say  that  Dr.  Morton  has  sacrificed  all  his 
property,  and  all  the  profits  of  his  profession,  in  introducing  his  discovery,  and 
in  establishing  his  claim,  and  that  he  has  seriously  impaired  his  health ;  that  he 
has  failed  to  obtain  compensation  from  the  government  for  the  use  of  ether  by 
the  army  and  navy,  though  a  bill  has  been  twice  passed  through  one  house  of 
Congress  for  that  purpose,  and  that  he  has  no  hope  of  any  public  compensation. 

Under  these  circumstances,  is  it  asking  too  much  to  bestow  on  one  who  is  the 
author  of  the  most  beneficent  discovery  of  this  age,  the  means  of  an  ample  sup- 
port for  himself  and  his  family  ? 

Believing  that  all  who  have  experienced  the  inestimable  benefits  of  ether  in 
its  various  forms  in  alleviating  pain,  or  who  have  seen  its  effects  upon  others, 
will  deem  it  a  privilege  to  give  some  substantial  proof  to  the  discoverer,  of  their 
appreciation  of  its  vcdue ;  we  forbear  to  give  the  details  of  his  labors  and  his 
misfortunes. 


AMOS  A.  LAWRENCE, 
Boston,  March  4,  1861. 


JOHN  LOWELL,  }   '^^^^^^^' 


TESTIMONIAL  OF  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION  OF  PHILADELPHIA,  NEW  YORK,  AND 

BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  medical  profession  of  Philadelphia^  in  behalf  of  W.  T.  G, 

Morton,  M.  D* 

A  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  medical  profession  who  had  indorsed  the 
testimonial  in  behalf  of  Dr.  W.  T.  G.  Morton,  was  held  at  the  hospital  buildings, 
Spruce  street,  on  Monday,  March  26,  1860 ;  when,  on  motion,  Dr.  Wilson 
Jewell  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Dr.  T.  H.  Bache  was  chosen  secretary. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  then  offered,  and  haying  been 
read  by  the  secretary,  were  unanimously  adopted : 

*'  Whereas,  after  innumerable  trials,  made  during  the  last  fourteen  years,  it, has 
been  established  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  world  that  the  inhalation  of  ether  may 
be  safely  employed  for  producing  insensibility  to  pain : 

"  And  whereas  the  attention  of  the  medical  profession,  and  through  it  of  the 
public  generally,  was  directed  to  this  fact  by  Dr.  Wm.  T.  G.  Morton,  of  Boston, 
who  first  practically  demonstrated  that  ether  may  be  safely  used  by  inhalation 
for  annulling  pain,  in  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  where,  on  the  16th 
of  October,  1846,  a  severe  surgical  operation  was  successfully  performed  by  the 
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late  Dr.  John  C.  Warren,  without  pain  to  the  patient,  whilst  under  the  inflaence  of 
ether  administered  hy  Dr.  Morton : 

"  And  whereas  our  national  government,  whilst  admitting  the  claims  of  Dr. 
Morton,  has  failed  to  reward  him  for  this  great  service  to  his  country  and  to 
humanity : 

"  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  the  world  is  indebted  to  Dr. 
Morton  for  having  practically  proved  the  value  and  safety  of  ether  as  an  anaes- 
thetic agent,  and  that  he  is,  therefore,  entitled  to  the  lasting  gratitude  of  mankind.  • 

"JRMo/wecZ,  That  we  cordially  recommend  to  our  fellow-citizens  the  national 
testimonial  fund,  lately  commenced  in  Boston  and  New  York  in  behalf  of  Dr. 
Morton,  and  that  we  will  do  all  in  our  power  to  influence  them  to  subscribe  to 
the  same. 

Resolved,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  subscriptions,  a  copy  of  theae 
resolutions,  duly  authenticated  by  the  officers  of  this  meeting,  be  furnished  to 
Messrs.  Brown  Brothers  &  Co.,  the  receivers  for  this  city,  together  with  such 
other  documents  in  explanation  of  the  testimonial  as  may  be  approved  by  the 
officers  of  this  meeting." 

On  motion  the  secretary  was  directed  to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions 
to  Dr.  Morton. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 

WILSON  JEWELL,  Chaimum, 

T.  H.  Bache,  Secretary. 

Testimonial  of  memhers  of  the  medical  profession  of  Philadelphia,  in  behalf  of 
William  T.  G,  Morton,  M.  D.,  to  their  fellow-citizens, 

Frbruarv  15,  1860. 

The  vast  importance  of  the  effect  of  the  inhaltftion  of  ether,  in  preventing 
and  suspending  pain,  has  long  ceased  to  be  a  matter  of  doubt  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  medical  profession,  and  is  too  well  known  to  the  intelligent  citizens 
of  Philadelphia  to  need  any  further  exposition.  Etherization  has  been  tested  in 
countless  instances,  under  a  great  variety  of  circumstances,  during  more  than 
twelve  years  of  constant  employment  by  thousands  of  operators ;  and  the  result 
of  this  unsurpassed  experience  is  decisive  in  confirmation  of  its  safety  and  effi- 
ciency as  a  suppressor  of  physical  suffering,  and  a  powerfid  assistant  of  the 
healing  art. 

Believing,  therefore,  that  anaesthetic  inhalation  is  the  most  available  and  po- 
tent means  of  alleviating  pain  yet  employed  in  the  practice  of  surgery,  and, 
consequently,  that  it  is  one  of  the  greatest  gifts  to  humanity  of  the  present  age, 
we  cannot  but  regard  the  original  and  successful  introducer  of  this  invaluable 
boon  as  entitled  to  the  warm  gratitude  of  mankind.  : 

We  believe  the  practical  originator  of  anaesthetic  inhalation  to  be  Dr.  William 
T.  G.  Morton,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  in  whose  behalf  we  are  happy  to  bear 
witness  in  this  testimonial. 

We  are  convinced  that  he  is  the  one  who  first  resorted  to  ethereal  inhalation 
for  the  purpose  of  producing  insensibility  to  pain  in  a  patient  while  undergoing 
a  surgical  operation,  and  that  he  is  the  one  who  first  succeeded  in  effecting  this 
result.  He  was,  indisputably,  the  first  to  urge  the  anaesthetic  properties  of  the 
vapor  of  ether  upon  the  attention  of  the  medical  profession,  ana  thus  succeeded 
in  establishing  the  practice  of  anaesthetic  inhalation. 

We  therefore  take  great  pleasure,  and  at  the  same  time  perform  an  act  of 
duty,  in  recommending  the  claims  of  Dr.  Morton  to  the  favorable  consideration 
of  our  fellow-citizens,  and  would  cordially  urge  upon  them  the  propriety  of 
jdiowing  their  estimate  of  his  services  by  a  substantial  acknowledgment,  such  as 
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is  manifestly  due  from  an  enliglitened  commnnity  to  one  who  has  conferred 
upon  its  members  so  inestimable  a  benefit. 

We  may  refer  to  the  annals  of  medicine  in  the  Old  World  for  many  instances 
in  which  analogous  discoveries  of  less  moment  have  been  recognized  and  paid 
for  by  European  governments,  sometimes  even  before  their  true  value  had  been 
ascertained.  The  length  of  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the  adoption  of  ether- 
ization has  only  the  more  firmly  established  its  position  by  demonstrating  its 
safety  and  developing  its  usefulness. 

Our  national  government  has  admitted  the  justice  and  importance  of  Dr.  Mor- 
ton's claims. in  the  introduction  of  ethereal  ansesthesia,  but  has  neglected  to  pro- 
vide the  proper  reward. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  plan  of  individual  contribution  has  been  suc- 
cessfully resorted  to  by  the  citizens  of  Boston  and  New  York  as  the  best  suited 
to  the  temper  of  our  people,  and  the  most  likely  to  reach  a  satisfactory  con- 
clusion. 

An  opportunity  is  now  offered  to  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  to  unite  with 
their  neighbors  in  the  same  work  of  benevolence  and  justice  ;  and  it  is  in  this 
that  we  earnestly  desire  to  interest  them. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  our  townsmen,  in  whose  liberality  and  sense  of  right 
we  have  great  confidence,  may  join  us  in  rendering  the  tribute  to  his  merits  and 
necessities  which  has  elsewhere  been  accorded  to  him,  and  which  we  believe  him 
to  deserve. 

Univerdty  of  Pennsylvania. — George  B.  Wood,  M.  D.,  professor  of  theory 
and  practice  of  medicine ;  Hugh  L.  Hodge,  M.  D.,  professor  of  obstetrics  and 
the  diseases  of  women  and  children ;  Joseph  Carson,  M.  D.,  professor  of  mate- 
ria medica  and  pharmacy ;  Robert  E.  Rogers,  M.  D.,  professor  of  chemistry ; 
Joseph  Lcida,  M.  D.,'  professor  of  anatomy. 

Jefferson  Medical  College, — Joseph  Pancoast,  M.  D.,  professor  of  general, 
descriptive,  and  surgicalanatomy ;  Chas.  D  Meigs,  M.  D.,  professor  of  obstet- 
rics and  diseases  of  women  and  children  ;  Franklin  Bache,  M.  D.,  professor  of 
chemistry  ;  Samuel  D.  Gross,  M.  D.,  professor  of  institutes  and  practice  of  sur- 
gery ;  T.  D.  Mitchell,  M.  D.,  professor  of  materia  medica  and  general  thera- 
peutics ;  Samuel  H.  Dickson,  M.  D.,  professor  of  practice  of  medicine. 

Pennsylvania  College^  medical  department. — B.  Howard  Rand,  M.  D.,  pro- 
fessor of  chemistry ;  Henry  Hartshome,  M.  D.,  professor  of  practice  of  medi- 
cine ;  Lewis  D.  Harlow,  M.  D.,  professor  of  obstetrics,  &c. ;  William  S.  Hal- 
sey,  M.  D.,  professor  of  surgery  ;  William  Hembel  Taggart,  M.  D.,  professor  of 
materia  medica ;  James  Aitken  Meigs,  M.  D.,  professor  of  institutes  of  medi- 
cine ;  William  H.  Gobrecht,  M.  D.,  professor  of  anatomy. 

Pennsylvania  Hospital. — William  W.  Gerhard,  M.  D.,  physician  ;  James  J. 
Lcvick,  M.  D.,  physician  ;  John  Forsyth  Meigs,  M.  D.,  physician ;  Francis  6. 
Smith,  M.  D.,  physician ;  Joseph  Pancoast,  M.  D.,  surgeon ;  Edward  Peace, 
M.  D.,  surgeon ;  Edward  Hartshome,  M.  D.,  surgeon. 

Philadelphia  Hospital. — S.  D.  Gross,  M.  D.,  surgeon ;  D.  H.  Agnew,  M. 
D.,  surgeon  ;  R.  J.  Levis,  M.  D.,  surgeon ;  R.  S.  Kenderdine,  M.  D.,  surgeon  ; 
William  Mayburry,  M.  D.,  physician ;  J..  L.  Ludlow,  M.  D.,  physician ;  0. 
Pendleton  Tutt,  M.  D.,  physician ;  Jghn  Wiltbank,  M.  D.,  physician ;  R.  A. 
F.  Penrose,  M.  D.,  physician ;  Lewis  1).  Harlow,  M.  D.,  physician ;  William  D. 
Stroud,  M.  D.,  physician ;  J.  Da  Costa,  M.  D.,  physician. 

IVills  Hospital. — S.  Littell,  M.  D.,  surgeon  ;  Addinell  Hewson,  M.  D.,  sur- 
geon ;  T.  G.  Morton,  M.  D.,  surgeon ;  William  Hunt,  M.  D.,  surgeon ;  S.  L. 
HoUingsworth,  M.  D.,  physibian  ;  John  J.  Reese,  M.  D.,  physician ;  James  J,. 
Levick,  M.  D.,  physician ;  A.  Douglass  Hall,  physician. 

Episcopal  Hospital  of  Philadelphia. — J.  C.  Morris,  M.  D.,  physician ;  H.. 
Hartshome,  M.  D.,  physician ;  J.  Da  Costa,  M.  D.,  physician;  Wm.  Mayburry, 
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M.  D.,  physician ;  William  Hnnti  M.  D.,  surgeon ;  H.  E.  Drayton,  H.  D.,  sur- 
geon ;  R  S.  Kenderdine,  M.  D.,  surgeon. 

Charity  Hospital  of  Philadelphia, — P.  B.  Qoddard,  M.  D.,  surgery  ;  Wil- 
liam n.  Pancoast,  M.  D.,  surgery ;  Z.  Ring  Jones,  M.  D.,  eye,  ear,  and  urinaiy 
organs ;  H.  St.  Clair  Ash,  M.  D.,  diseases  of  children ;  Burroughs  Price,  M. 
D.,  diseases  of  digestive  oi^ans,  brain,  and  nervous  system ;  A.  W.  Griffiths, 
M.  D.,  obstetrics ;  Alexander  C.  Hart,  M.  D.,  diseases  of  women  ;  W.  £.  Weath- 
erly,  M.  D.,  diseases  of  respiratory  organs ;  S.  Updegrore,  M.  D.,  diseases  of 
the  skin ;  J.  L.  Ludlow,  M.  D.,  fevers  and  general  diseases. 

&L  Joseph's  Hospital  of  Philadelphia. — William  V.  Keating,  M.  D.,  physi- 
cian ;  S.  Wier  Mitchell,  M.  D.,  physician ;  William  Keller,  M.  D.,  physician ; 
A.  Boumonville,  M.  D.,  obstetrician;  J.  H.  B.  McClellan^  M.  D^  surgeon; 
Wm.  Byrd  Page,  M.  D.,  surgeon ;  John  H.  Brinton,  M.  D.,  surgeon ;  Joseph 
Leidy,  M.  D.,  pathologist. 

Children's  Hospital  of  Philadelphia. — Wm.  Pepper,  M.  D.,  consulting  phy- 
sician ;  John  F.  Meigs,  M.  D.,  consulting  physician ;  F.  W.  Lewis,  M.  D.,  at- 
tending physician;  Wm.  R.  Dunton,  M.  L>.,  attending  physician;  R.  A.  F. 
Penrose,  M.  D.,  attending  physician  ;  T.  H.  Bache,  M.  D.,  attending  physician. 

Pennsylvania  Hospital  for  the  Insane. — ^Thomas  S.  Kirkbride,  M.  D.,  phy- 
sician in  chief;  Edward  A.  Smith,  M.  D.,  resident  physician. 

City  Hospital  of  Philadelphia^ — John  Bell,  M.  D. 

Moyamensing  Prison. — Henry  Yale  Smith,  M.  D. 

Board  of  Health. — P.  B.  Groddard,  M.  D.,  president 

Howard  Hospital— &.  D.  Gross,  M.  D.,  D.  D.  Clark,  M.  D.,  general  and 
special  surgery ;  J.  A.  Meigs,  M.  D.,  diseases  of  the  chest ;  J.  Klapp,  M.  D., 
diseases  of  digestive  organs;  0.  A.  Judson,  M.  D.,  diseases  of  the  skin ;  G.  R. 
Morehouse,  M.  D.,  diseases  of  brain  and  nervous  system ;  W.  Darrach,  M.  D., 
>  fevers ;  E.  McClellan,  M.  D.,  diseases  of  females ;  Charles  Ne£f»  M.  D.,  diseases 
of  the  urinary  organs. 

College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia. — Greorge  B.  Wood,  M.  D.,  president; 
Franklin  Bache,  M.  D.,  vice-president;  Edward  Hartshome,  M.  D.,  secretary; 
J.  Rodman  Paul,  M.  D.,  treasurer;  John  Bell,  M.  D.,  Hugh  L.  Hodge,  M.  1)., 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.  D.,  R.  La  Roche,  M.  D.,  Benjamin  Homor  Goates,  M.  D., 
Lewis  P.  Gebhard,  M.  D.,  William  Darrach,  M.  D.,  Theophilus  E.  Beesley,  M. 
D.,  Wi  liam  W.  Gerhard,  M.  D.,  Joseph  Pancoast,  M.  D.,  D.  Francis  Condie, 
M.  D.i  Squire  Littell,  M.  D.,  Anthony  Boumonville,  M.  D.,  Joseph  Carson,  K 
D..  Thomas  S.  Kirkbride,  M.  D„  Francis  West,  M.  D.,  Edward  Peace,  M.  D., 
William  Pepper,  M.  D.,  David  C.  Skerrett,  M.  D.,  John  D.  Griscom,  M.  D., 
Paul  Beck  Goddard,  M.  D.,  Alfred  Stille,  M.  D.,  John  J.  Reese,  M.  D.,  John 
Forsyth  Meigs,  M.  D.,  Lewis  Rodman,  M.  D.,  Francis  G.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Wash- 
ington L.  Atlee,  M.  D.,  John  Neill,  M.  D.,  Samuel  D.  Gross,  M.  D.,  Anthony 
E.  Stocker,  M.  D.,  Gouverneur  Emerson,  M.  D.,  James  E.  Rhoads,  M.  D.,  T. 
Stewardson,  M.  D.,  E.  Wallace,  M.  D.,  Joseph  Klapp,  M.  D.,  Samuel  L.  Boi- 
lings worth,  M.  D.,  John  L.  Ludlow,  M.  D.,  John  H.  B.  McClellan,  M.  D.,  WU- 
liam  V.  Keating.  M.  D.,  D.  Paul  Lajus,  M.  D.,  Thomas  S.  Reed,  M.  D..  Richard 
H.  Townsend,  M.  D.,  Isaac  Remington,  M.  D.,  John  B.  Biddle,  M.  D.,  Henry 
E.  Drayton,  M.  D.,  Caspar  Morris,  M.  D.,  James  J.  Levick,  M.  D.,  Joseph 
Leidy,  M.  D.,  Wilson  Jewell,  M.  D.,  Henry  Hartshome,  M.  D.,  William  Keller, 
M.  D.,  William  Mayburry,  M.  D.,  Thomas  Hewson  Bache,  M.  D.,  James  V. 
Emlen,  M.  D.,  Joseph  Hopkinson,  M.  D.,  William  H.  Hooper,  M.  D.,  Addinell 
Hewson,  M.  D.,  David  Gilbert,  M.  D.,  B.  Howard  Rand,  M.  D.,  William  Hunt, 
M.  D.,  R.  A.  F.  Penrose,  M.  D.,  William  H.  Gobrecht,  M.  D.,  William  D. 
Stroud,  M.  D.,  Nathan  L.  Hatfield,  M.  D..  S.  Weir  Mitchell,  M.  D.,  John  H. 
Brinton.  M.  D.,  Francis  W.  Lewis,  M.  D.,  Samuel  Lewis,  M.  D.,  T.  Dillard,  3f. 
D.,  G.  H.  Robinett,  M.  D.,  S.  C.  Brincklc,  M.  D. 

Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society. — Isaac  Remington,  M.  D.,  president ; 
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David  Gflbert,  M.  D.,  Jos.  Carson,  M.  D.,  vice-presidents ;  W.  B.  Atkinson,  M.  D.,* 
secretary ;  S.  D.  Gross,  M.  D.,  D.  Francis  Condie,  M.  D.,  Wilson  Jewell,  M.  D., 
Joseph  Pancoast,  M.  D.,  Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.  D.,  R.  E.  Rogers,  M.  D.,  Edward 
Peace,  M.  D.,  John  BeU,  M.  D.,  S.  Littell,  M.  D.,  W.  W.  Gerhard,  M.  D.,  D. 
Paul  Lajus,  M.  D.,  Addinell  Hewson,  M.  D.,  J.  H.  B.  McClellan,  M.  D.,  A. 
Nebinger,  M.  D.,  D.  D.  Clark,  M.  D.,  E.  Ward,  M.  D.,  S.  Weir  MitcheU,  M.  D., 
J.  Cheeton  Morris,  M.  D.,  R.  H.  Townsend,  M.  D.,  T.  M.  Drysdale,  M.  D., 
William  D.  Stroud,  M.  D.,  Anthony  Boumonville,  M.  D.,  W.  K.  Gilbert,  M.  D., 
Theophilus  E.  Beesley,  M.  D.,  R.  S.  Kenderdine,  M.  D.,  C.  F.  Wittig,  M.  D., 
J.  H.  Haskell,  M.  D.,  Robert  Q.  Shelmerdine,  M.  D.,  Robert  C.  Shelmerdine, 
M.  D.,  J.  HeniT  Smaltz,  M.  D.,  Levi  Curtis,  M.  D.,  Samuel  B.  Wylie  Mitchell, 
M  D.,  Edward  Maris,  M.  D.,  Augustus  C.  Boumonville,  M.  D.,  J.  G.  Hunt, 
M.  D.,  James  V.  Emlen,  M.  D.,  George  B.  Wood,  M.  D.,  Franklin  Bache,  M. 
D.,  N.  L.  Hatfield,  M.  D.,  Alfred  Stille,  M.  D.,  William  V.  Keating,  M.  D., 
Hugh  L.  Hodge,  M.  D.,  Joseph  Leidy,  M.  D.,  Henry  Hartshome,  M.  D.,  Wil- 
liam Pepper,  M.  D.,  Paul  B.  Godard,  M.  D.,  B.  H.  Coates,  M.  D.,  M.  M.  Levis, 
M.  D.,  Francis  West,  M.  D.,  Lewis  D.  Harlow,  M.  D.,  Lewis  Rodman,  M.  D., 
James  Aitken  Meigs,  M.  D.,  John  Rodman  Paul,  M.  D.,  William  Hunt,  M.  D., 
D.  Hayes  Agnew,  M.  D.,  R.  J.  Levis,  M.  D.,  E.  B.  Shapleigh,  M.  D.,  John 
Knorr,  M.  D.,  William  Harris,  M.  D.,  John  Wiltbank,  M.  D.,  W.  H.  Gobrecht, 
M.  D.,  Samuel  Jackson,  M.  D.,  A.  Owen  Stille,  M.  D.,  William  D.  Hoyt,  M.  D., 
George  J.  Ziegler,  M.  D.,  Washington  L.  Atlce,  M.  D.,  William  Curran,  M.  D., 
W.  Darrach,  M.  D.,  James  J.  Levick,  M.  D.,  J.  Forsyth  Meigs,  M.  D.,  William 
H.  Hooper,  M.  D.,  Thomas  Heweon  Bache,  M.  D.,  John  D.  Griscom,  M.  D.,  E. 
Boylston  Jackson,  M.  D.,  A.  W.  Griffiths,  M.  D.,  Joseph  Klapp,  M.  D.,  Owen 
Osier,  M.  D.,  Philip  De  Young,  M.  D.,  J.  F.  Bird,  M.  D.,  R.  H.  Lee,  M.  D., 
Colin  Arrott,  M.  D.,  W.  Keller,  M.  D.,  H.  Evans,  M.  D.,  Preston  W.  Russell, 
M.  D.,  John  S.  Rohrer,  M.  D.,  G.  Emerson,  M.  D.,  Charles  Neff,  M.  D.,  D.  C. 
Skerrett,  M.  D.,  William  Notson,  M.  D.,  John  Wm.  Jones,  M.  D.,  F.  Scoffin, 
M.  D.,  A.  S.  McMurray,  M.  D.,  W.  H.  Gillingham,  M.  D.,  Henry  Yale  Smith, 
M.  D.,  T.  Stanton  Crowly,  M.  D.,  A.  H.  Fish,  M.  D.,  B.  H.  Deacon,  M.  D., 
William  J.  Fleming,  M.  D.,  E.  McClellan,  M.  D.,  L.  P.  Gebhard,  M.  D.,  Wm. 
F.  Patterson,  M.  D.,  Wm.  Glendaniel,  M.  D.,  Andrew  Cheeseman,  M.  D.,  James 
N.  Patterson,  M.  D.,  Joseph  Heritage,  M.  D.,  J.  Hershey,  M.  D.,  Wm,  Byrd 
Page,  M.  D.,  0.  J.  Wister,  M.  D.,  W.  N.  Johnson,  M.  D.,  E.  F.  Leake,  M.  D., 
A.  L.  Kennedy,  M.  D.,  J.  M.  Corse,  M.  D.,  Abraham  Helffenstein,  M.  D.,  R.  W. 
Richie,  M.  D.,  A.  Fricke,  M.  D.,  Wm.  Ashmead,  M.  D.,  John  F.  Lamb,  M.  D., 
H.  D.  Benner,  M.  D.,  W.  S.  Forbes,  M.  D.,  Winthrop  Sergeant,  M.  D.,  S.  C. 
Huston,  M.  D.,  J.  Hughes,  M.  D.,  E.  Scholfield,  M.  D. 

Northern  Medical  Association. — Joseph  R.  Bryan,  M.  D.,  president ;  L.  P. 
Gebhard,  M.  D.,  vice-president;  Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  M.  D.,  secretary;  William 
Mayburry,  M.  D.,  corresponding  secretary ;  J.  Henry  Smaltz,  M.  D.,  treasurer  ; 
N.  L.  Hatfield,  M.  D.,  R.  H.  Towneend.  M.  D.,  J.  J.  Woodward,  M.  D.,  A.  M. 
Slocum,  M.  D.,  John  Rhein,  M.  D.,  A.  C.  Boumonville,  M.  D.,  J.  M.  Eagleton, 
M.  D.,  L.  Curtis,  M.  D.,  Owen  O^ler,  M.  D.,  T.  W.  Craige,  M.  D.,  Theo.  A. 
Demme,  M.  D.,  J.  S.  Hill.  M.  D.,  S.  N.  Troth,  M.  D.,  L.  S.  Somers,  M.  D.,  D. 
Gilbert.  M.  D.,  R.  S.  Kenderdine,  M.  D.,  R.  Q.  Shelmerdine,  M.  D.,  M.  M.  Levis, 
M.  I).,  L.  D.  Harlow,  M.  1).,  R.  J.  Levis.  M.  D.,  W.  L.  Atlee,  M.  D.,  C.  Wittig. 
M.  I).,  S.  Updegrove,  M.  D.,  B.  Price,  M.  D. 

Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, — D.  F.  Condie,  M.  D.,  presi- 
dent. 

Philadelphia  Medical  Society, — R.  La  Roche,  M.  D.,  president ;  John  Neill, 
M.  D.,  vice-president ;  A.  E.  Stocker,  M.  D.,  secretary. 

Pathological  Soriety  of  Philadelphia. — A.  Stille,  M.  D.,  president ;  R.  La 
Roche,  M.  D.,  E.  Hartshorne,  M.  D.,  vice-presidents ;  J.  Da  Costa,  M.  D.,  sec- 
retary; John  K  Kane,  assistant  secretary.  ^.^.^.^^^  by  GoOglc 
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Biological  department  of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  of  PhUadel- 
phia, — Joseph  Leidy,  M.  D.,  president;  W.  F.  Atlee,  M.  D.,  recorder. 

Profession  at  large, — C.  P.  Turner,  M.  D.,  0.  A.  Judson,  M.  D.,  L.  D.  Bod- 
der,  M.  D.,  John  Gegan,  M.  D.,  Samuel  Tucker,  M.  D.,  Andrew  J.  Smiley,  M. 
D.,  C.  S.  Wurts,  M.  D.,  James  W.  Bacon,  M.  D.,  J.  R.  McClurg,  M.  D.,  E. 
Shippen,  M.  D.,  W.  S.  Shippen,  M.  D.,  0.  S.  Bishop,  M.  D.,  Alexander  C.  Hart, 
M.  I).,  G.  J.  Chamberlain,  M.  D.,  James  Darrach,  M.  D.,  A.  G.  Deakyne,  M. 
D.,  Morris  J.  Asch,  M.  D.,  W.  N.  Handy,  M.  D.,  N.  0.  Reid,  M.  D.,  WiUiam 
Graham,  M.  D.,  John  H.  Brinton,  M.  D.,  Robert  Boiling,  M.  D.,  William  M. 
Breed,  M.  D.,  E.  L.  Carter,  M.  D.,  Edward  A.  Spooner,  M.  D.,  George  B.  More- 
house, M.  D.,  Samuel  H.  Ashton,  M.  D.,  Jas.  D.  Mnndy,  M.  D.,  G.  P.  La  Roche, 
M.  D.,  W.  Moss,  M.  D.,  J.  K.  T.  Vaa  Pelt,  M.  D.,  J.  M.  Boisnot,  M.  D.,  J.  C. 
Cooper,  M.  D.,  S.  H.  Homer,  M.  D.,  David  Burpee,  M.  D.,  A.  Pennebaker,  M. 
D.,  E.  S.  Sharp,  M.  D.,  George  Spackman,  M.  D.,  Robert  Foster,  M.  D.,  Edwin 
Fussell,  M.  D.,  William  Gregg,  M.  D.,  Samuel  P.  Brown,  M.  D. 

Proceedings  at  a  meeting  of  the  medical  profession  of  New  York, 

On  the  24th  of  June,  a  meeting  of  medical  gentlemen,  interested  in  raising  a 
national  testimonial  for  the  benefit  of  the  discoverer  of  anaesthesia,  was  held  at 
the  residence  of  Dr.  Willard  Parker. 

The  hour  for  organization  having  arrived,  Dr.  Parker  addressed  the  meeting, 
explained  its  objects,  and  proposed  for  president  Dr.  Joseph  M.  Smith,  whidi 
nomination  having  been  seconded,  was  voted  upon  and  carried.  Dr.  Gurdon 
Buck  was  then  elected  corresponding  secretary,  and  Drs.  Bibbina  and  Thomas 
recording  secretaries. 

The  meeting  being  now  duly  organized,  the  business  of  the  evening  waa  called 
for,  and  proceeded  in  this  wise : 

1.  Dr.  John  Watson  read  a  list  of  the  names  of  some  of  the  most  prominent, 
benevolent,  and  wealthy  of  the  citizens  of  New  York,  and  proposed  that  each 
gentleman  present  should  charge  himself  with  visiting  such  of  them  as  he  had 
most  influence  with,  and  raising  as  large  subscriptions  as  possible  to  head  the 
list.  This  was  acted  upon ;  a  list  of  one  hundred  names  was  read,  and  the  duty 
of  canvassing  them  assumed  by  various  gentlemen  composing  the  meeting. 

2.  Dr.  Buck  moved  that  a  committee  of  medical  men  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  gentlemen  out  of  the  profession  as  to  the  most  efficient  means  for  accom- 
plishing the  end  in  view.  This  was  seconded  by  Dr.  Parker  and  carried.  On 
the  committee  the  president  then  appointed  Drs.  John  W.  Francis,  Willard 
I'arker,  John  Watson,  Valentine  Mott,  James  Minor,  J.  Marion  Sims,  James 
R.  Wood,  Gurdon  Buck,  and  Joseph  M.  Smith ;  and,  upon  motion  of  Dr.  Sayre, 
the  president  was  added  to  it.  This  committee,  it  was  agreed,  should  meet  at 
the  house  of  Dr.  Parker  at  an  early  date. 

3.  It  was  then  moved  by  Dr.  Parker  that  a  committee  of  one  selected  from 
the  medical  board  of  each  public  charity  of  the  city  and  its  vicinity  should  be 
appointed  to  wait  upon  the  boards  directing  the  various  institutions,  and  solicit 
donations  in  behalf  of  the  object  which  has  called  us  together  this  evening. 
This  motion  was  seconded  by  Dr.  Watson  and  carried.  The  following  appoint- 
ments were  then  made  by  the  chair:  Dr.  Gurdon  Buck,  New  York  Hospital; 
Dr.  James  R.  Wood,  Bellevue  Hospital ;  Dr.  J.  M.  Camochan,  Emigrants'  Hos- 
pital ;  Dr.  William  H.  Van  Buren,  St.  Vincent's  Hospital ;  Dr.  Benjamin  Ogdeu, 
St.  Luke's  Hospital ;  Dr.  J.  Moses,  Jews*  Hospital ;  Dr.  J.  M.  Sims,  Women's 
Hospital;  Dr.  G.  L.  Elliott,  Child's  Hospital;  Dr.  Elisha  Harris,  Quarantine 
Hospital;  Dr.  T.  F.  Cock,  New  York  Lying-in  Asylum;  Dr.  Hutchinson, 
Brooklyn  City  Hospital;  Dr.  Ayres,  Long  Island  College  Hospital;  Dr.  Fitch, 
Colored  Home  Hospital ;  Dr.  Dubois,  New  York  Eye  Infirmary ;  Dr.  Ganish, 
New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital. 
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4.  It  was  moved  by  Dr.  Watson  that  the  minutes  of  this  meeting  be  trans- 
mitted to  Dr.  William  T.  G.  Morton  by  the  secretary,  which  was  carried. 
No  farther  business  appearing,  the  meeting  then  adjourned. 

JOSEPH  M.  SMITH,  M.  D.,  President. 
GuRDON  Buck,  M.  D.,  Corresponding  Secretary, 
T.  Gaillard  Thomas,  M.  D.,  Recording  Secretary. 


The  New  York  Appeal. 


The  medical  profession  have  from  the  earliest  ages  felt  the  need  of  some  safe 
and  efficient  agent  for  annulling  pain. 

The  ordinary  anodynes  long  in  use  have  never  supplied  this  deficiency,  and 
the  various  new  agents  which,  within  the  past  sixty  or  eighty  years,  have  been 
substituted  for  these,  have,  until  recently,  proved  either  too  dangerous  or  too 
unreliable  to  be  employed  in  general  practice. 

Wine  and  strong  alcoholic  drinks,  given  in  such  quantity  as  to  induce  intoxi- 
cation, were  occasionally  employed,  even  before  the  commencement  of  the  present 
century,  for  rendering  persons  insensible  to  the  pain  of  surgical  operations.  With 
the  same  end  in  view,  some  surgeons,  addressing  the  intellect,  were  in  the  habit 
of  exciting  sudden  fear,  alarm,  or  astonishment,  to  divert  the  attention  of  their 
patients.  Others,  again,  resorted  to  the  uncertain  and  inexplicable  influence  of 
mesmerism.  Still  more  recently,  the  nitrous  oxide  gas,  administered  by  inhala- 
tion, has,  as  originally  suggested  by  Sir  Humphry  Davy,  been  employed  for  pro- 
ducing temporary  loss  of  consciousness.  But  this,  too,  after  a  fair  trial,  has  failed, 
and  the  hopes  founded  upon  it  have  proved  nugatory  and  delusive.  So  that,  up 
to  this  point,  the  want  of  a  reliable  agent  for  rendering  the  human  body  insen- 
sible to  pain — a  want  so  long  felt,  and  to  obviate  which  so  many  fruitless  efforts 
had  been  made — was  still  to  be  supplied.  That  want,  however,  has  since  been 
fully  met. 

The  first  great  triumph  of  placing  in  the  hands  of  the  profession  an  agent 
capable  of  rendering  the  patient  safely,  and,  at  will,  utterly  insensible  to  the 
stroke  of  the  surgeon's  knife,  was  in  aetecting  and  establishing  by  experiment 
the  anajsthetic  powers  of  sulphuric  ether.  For  this  discovery  the  world  is 
indebted  to  Dr.  William  T.  G.  Morton,  of  Boston. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  steps  preliminary  to  this  remarkable  discovery. 
Dr.  Morton's  claim  to  it  is  established  beyond  all  controversy,  and  his  merit  in 
this  respect,  with  those  who  have  taken  the  trouble  to  inform  themselves  on  the 
subject,  can  be  no  longer  a  question  of  dispute* 

Nor  can  the  importance  of  his  early  investigations  and  experiments,  under  the 
guidance  of  Providence,  in  reference  to  the  properties  and  uses  of  ether,  be  at 
the  present  day  too  highly  estimated.  The  introduction  of  this  agent  as  an 
ausesthetic,  and  of  the  various  other  agents  of  the  same  class — as  chloroform, 
amyline,  and  the  like— to  which  this  directly  led,  has  done  more  for  the  mitiga- 
tion of  human  suffering  than  any  other  discovery,  with  the  exception,  perhaps, 
of  vaccination,  for  which  the  world  is  indebted  to  medical  science  in  either 
ancient  or  modern  times. 

The  benefit  derived  from  these  newly-discovered  agents  is  not  confined  to  the 
hardier  procedures  of  operative  surgery.  They  are  now  in  hourly  requisition 
in  every  quarter  of  the  civilized  world  for  suspending  all  sense  of  suffering 
during  the  severest  throes  of  childbirth,  for  arresting  convulsions,  for  relaxing 
spasms,  for  suspending  volition  and  overcoming  muscular  resistance  during  the 
reduction  of  fractures  and  dislocations,  for  allaying  restlessness,  wakefulness, 
and  morbid  excitability ;  even  for  assuaging  the  pangs  of  approaching  dissolu- 
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tion,  not  to  speak  of  tbe  almost  innumerable  minor  uses  to  which  they  are  ap- 
plied, as  well  in  the  investigation  as  in  the  treatment  of  disease. 

In  view  of  these  advantages  from  the  use  of  anaesthetics,  we  feel  that  Dr. 
Morton,  the  first  to  demonstrate  their  safety  and  efficiency,  and  to  establish  them 
in  general  practice,  has  conferred  a  boon  upon  humanity  as  imperishable  as  it  is 
important,  and  one  of  such  a  character  as  to  entitle  him  to  rank  among  the  ben- 
efactors of  mankind. 

As  members  of  the  medical  profession  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  as  phy- 
siciahs  and  surgeons  to  the  various  hospitals  and  infirmaries  in  this  city  and  its 
vicinity,  we  therefore  rejoice  to  learn  that  a  movement  has  been  commenced  by 
our  professional  brethren  and  other  gentlemen  of  Boston,  to  establish  a  national 
testimonial,  by  voluntary  subscriptions,  for  the  benefit  of  Dr.  Morton.  In  this 
movement,  after  full  deliberation  and  consultation  among  ourselves,  we  are  ready 
to  participate,  in  accordance  with  the  plan  of  those  who  originated  it,  which 
plan  is  set  forth  by  the  gentlemen  of  Boston  in  the  following  terms : 

We  propose  that  a  national  subscription  be  instituted,  the  avails  of  which 
shall  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  Thomas  B.  Curtis  and  Charles  H.  Mills,  esquires, 
as  trustees,  to  be  held,  appropriated,  and  invested  upon  such  trusts,  and  for  such 
uses,  for  the  benefit  of  Dr.  Morton,  as  the  trustees  may  determine. 

Under  governments  more  arbitrary  and  restrictive  than  our  own,  but  more 
capable  of  meeting  the  claims  of  science,  the  awards  of  merit  are  not  usuaUy 
left,  as  with  us,  to  the  bounty  of  private  individuals.  Discoveries  and  improve- 
ments of  infinitely  less  importance  to  science  or  humanity  than  that  for  which 
we  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Morton  are  at  the  courts  of  Europe  promptly  met  by 
national  honors  and  emoluments. 

In  our  own  country,  it  is  true,  the  national  government,  after  carefully  in- 
vestigating Dr.  Monton's  claims,  has  acknowledged  the  benefit  he  has  conferred 
upon  it,  but  hafl  nevertheless  failed,  as  yet,  to  supply  the  recompense. 

With  these  remarks,  we  have  the  honor  of  recommending  Dr.  Morton's  claims 
for  remuneration  to  the  consideration  of  our  fellow-citizens,  and  of  soliciting 
their  subscriptions  in  behalf  of  the  fund  which  it  is  proposed  to  raise  for  his 
benefit. 

What  the  government  in  this  respect  has  failed  to  do,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  for 
the  credit  of  the  American  name,  and  from  the  noble  individual  examples 
already  set,  that  the  discerning  and  liberal  people  of  the  United  States  will  not 
leave  entirely  unaccomplished. 

PHYSICUNS  AND  SURGEONS. 

Neiv  York  Hospital  and  Bloomingdah  Asylum, — Thos.  Cock,  M.  D.,  consult- 
ing physician ;  Jos.  M.  Smith,  M.  D.,  attending  physician :  John  H.  Griscom, 
M.  D.,  attending  physician;  Henry  D.  Bulkley,  M.  D.,  attending  physician ; 
Thos.  F.  Cock,  M.  D.,  attending  physician;  Valentine  Mott,  M.  D.,  consulting 
surgeon ;  Alexander  H.  Stevens,  M.  D.,  consulting  surgeon ;  Richard  K.  Hoff- 
man, M.  D.,  consulting  surgeon;  Alfred  C.  Post,  M.  D.,  considting  surgeon ; 
Gurdon  Buck,  M.  D.,  attending  surgeon ;  John  Watson,  M.  D.,  attending  sur- 
geon ;  Thad.  M.  Halsted,  M.  D.,  attending  surgeon ;  Thos.  M.  Markoe,  M.  D., 
attending  surgeon ;  Wm.  H.  Van  Buren,  M.  D.,  attending  surgeon ;  Willard 
Parker,  M.  D.,  attending  surgeon. 

Bdlevue  Hospital,  and  of  the  other  institutions  under  the  charge  of  the  hoard 
of  governors  of  the  almshouse, — John  W.  Francis,  M.  D.,  consulting  physician  ; 
Isaac  Wood,  M.  D.,  consulting  physician ;  R.  W.  McCready,  M.  D.,  attending 
physician ;  John  T.  Metcalfe,  M.  D.,  attending  physician ;  Isaac  E.  Taylor, 
M.  D.,  attending  physician ;  B.  Fordyce  Barker,  M.  D.,  attending  physician ; 
Geo.  T.  Elliott,  M.  D.,  attending  physician  ;  Valentine  Mott,  M.  D.,  consulting 
urgeon ;  Ale  x.  H.  Stevens,  M.  D.,  consulting  surgeon ;  Jas.  B.  Wood,  M.  D., 
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attending  surgeon ;  Clias.  D.  Smith,  M.  D.,  attending  surgeon ;  Lewis  A.  Layre, 
M.  D.,  attending  surgeon ;  J.  J.  Giane»  M.  D.,  attending  surgeon ;  W.  Parker, 
M.  D.,  attending  surgeon;  Stephen  Smith,  M.  D.,  attending  surgeon. 

Nuttety  Hospital,  RandaWs  Island. — ^Henry  N.  Whittlesey,  M.  D.,  resident 
physician. 

Quarantine  Hoapit4dt  Staten  Island, — R.  N.  Thompson,  M.  D.,  health  officer, 
port  of  New  York ;  Theo.  Watson,  M.  D.,  assistant  physician.  Quarantine  Hos- 
pital. 

ElackwdVs  Island  Hospitals,  {Penitentiary  Hospital,  Smallpox  Hospitalt 
and  Almshouse.) — William  H.  Sanger,  M.  D.,  resident  physician. 

A^rtr   York  Lunatic  Asylum. — M.  H.  Ranney,  resident  physician. 

State  Emigrant  Asylum. — J.  M.  Camochau,  M.  D.,  surgeon-in-chief;  T.  G. 
Selden,  M.  D.,  surgeon ;  H.  Guleke,  M.  D.,  surgeon ;  Henry  B.  Fay,  M.  D., 
physician-in-chief;  Francis  Simrock,  M.  D.,  physician;  6.  Ford,  M.  D., 
physician. 

St.  Vincent* s  Hospital. — ^Thos.  E.  Burtsell,  M.  D.,  attending  physician ;  James 
O'Rorke,  M.  D.,  attending  physician ;  Wm.  H.  Van  Buren,  M.  D.,  attending 
surgeon ;  Alex.  B.  Mott,  M.  D.,  attending  surgeon ;  Thos.  C.  Finnell,  M.  D., 
attending  surgeon. 

St.  Ijuke*s  Hospital. — ^D.  £.  Eiginbrodt,  resident  physician. 

Jews*  Hospital. — ^V.  Mott,  M.  D.,  consulting  surgeon ;  W.  Parker,  M.  D.,  con- 
sulting surgeon;  T.  M.  Markoe,  M.  D.,  attending  surgeon;  Alex.  B.  Mott, 
M.  D.,  attending  surgeon ;  J.  Moses,  M.  D.,  attending  surgeon  ;  G.  R.  Gilman, 
M.  D.,  attending  physician ;  W.  H.  Maxwell,  M.  D.,  attending  physician. 

New  York  Eye  Infirmary. — A.  Dubois,  M.  D.,  surgeon;  Gurdon  Buck, 
M.  D.,  surgeon  ;  T.  M.  Halsted,  M.  D.,  surgeon ;  G.  R.  A^ew,  M.  D.,  surgeon ; 
F.  J.  Bumstead,  M.  D.,  assistant  surgeon;  J.  H.  Hinton,  M.  D.,  assistant 
surgeon. 

New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital  * — ^Mark  Stephenson,  M.  D,  surgeon;  John 
P.  Garrish,  M.  D.,  surgeon. 

Celored  Home  Hospital. — G.  A.  Sabine,  M.  D.,  consulting  surgeon;  W. 
Parker,  M.  D.,  consulting  surgeon;  J.  S.  Thebaud,  M.  D.,  consulting  surgeon ; 
J.  D.  Fitch,  resident  physician. 

Women* s  Hospital.— S.  Marion  Sims,  M.  D.,  surgeon. 

New  York  Lying-in  Asylum. — ^T.  F.  Gock,  M.  D.,  consulting  physician ;  J. 
T.  Metcalfe,  M.  D.,  consulting  physician ;  G.  T.  Elliott,  M.  D.,  consulting  physi- 
cian. 

Nursery  and  Child's  Hospital. — G  T.  Elliott,  M.  D.,  attending  physician  ; 
H.  C.  Cox,  M.  D.,  attending  physician ;  Geo.  A.  Peters,  M.  D.,  attending  phy- 
sician ;  F.  U.  Johnston,  M.  D.,  attending  physician. 

Demilt  Dispensary. — Jno.  O.  Bronson,  M.  D.,  house  physician;  Wm.  B. 
Bibbins,  M.  D.,  visiting  physician ;  D.  L.  Gonant,  M.  D.,  attending  surgeon ;  T. 
6.  Thomas,  M.  D.,  attending  physician ;  Gouv.  M.  Smith,  M.  D.,  attending 
physician ;  I.  Cummings,  M.  JJ.,  assistant  visiting  physician ;  W.  R.  Donaghe, 
M.  D.,  attending  surgeon ;  Elisha  Harris,  M.  D.,  attending  physician ;  Jno.  A.. 
Bartholf,  M.  D.  attending  physician. 

New  York  Academy  rf  Medicine. — J.  F.  Batchelder,  M.  D.,  president ;  John 
Watson,  M.  D.,  vice-president;  W.  H.  Van  Buren,  M.  D.,  vice-president ;  S. 
Gonant  Foster,  M.  D.,  vice-president ;  G.  E.  Isaacs,  M.  D.,  vice-president ;  G. 
T.  Hey  wood,  M.  D.,  recording  secretary ;  S.  T.  Hubbard,  M.  D.,  dom.  corre- 
sponding secretary ;  Jas.  0.  Pond,  M.  D.,  treasurer ;  Samuel  Rotten,  M.  D.,  li- 
brai-ian ;  W.  W.  Blakeman,  M.  D.,  trustee ;  Ed.  L.  Beadle,  M.  D.,  trustee ; 
Benj.  Ogden,  M.  D.,  trustee ;  F.  U.  Johnston,  M.  D.,  assistant  secretary;  B.  F. 
Barker,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  Gurdon  Buck,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  H.  D. 
Bulkley,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  F.  J.  Bumstead,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  Thos, 
Cock,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  Thos.  F.  Gock,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  J.  J. 
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Crane,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow;  Geo  T.  Elliott,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow;  T.  C. 
Finnell,  M.  D.,  resident  feDow ;  J.  W.  Francis,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  J.  P. 
Garrish,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  0.  R.  Gilman,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  J.  H. 
Griscom,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  T.  M.  Halsted,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  E.  Har- 
ris, M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  J.  H.  Hinton,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  Isaac  Wood, 
M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  J.  R.  Wood,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow  ;  Jas.  Anderson,  M. 
D.,  resident  fellow ;  E.  Acosta,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  E.  H.  Davis,  M.  D., 
resident  fellow;  A.  K.  Gardner,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow;  Ed.  Delafield,  M.  D^ 
resident  fellow :  Joel  Foster,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  J.  0.  Beales,  M.  D.,  resi- 
dent fellow ;  R.  W.  Bany,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  H.  W.  Brown,  M.  D.,  resi- 
dent fellow ;  J.  C.  Forrester,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow  ;  H.  8.  Downs,  M.  D.,  resi- 
dent fellow  ;  F.  S.  Edwards,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow;  F.  Elliott,  M.  D.,  resident 
fellow ;  R.  Pennell,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  T.  W.  Richards,  M.  D.,  resident 
fellow ;  A.  Underbill,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  Jos.  Wooster,  M.  D.,  resident 
fellow ;  J.  W.  S.  Gouley,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  E.  H.  Janes,  M.  D.,  resident 
fellow ;  C.  Henschell,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow  ;  A.  Gescheidt,  M.  D.,  resident  fel- 
low ;  A.  N.  Gunn,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  Wm.  H.  Maxwell,  M.  D.,  resident 
fellow ;  E.  Hall,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  Jared  Linslej,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ; 
John  McClelland,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  E.  Lee  Jones,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ; 
B.  W.  McCready,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow;  W.  Parker,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ; 
G.  A.  Sabine,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow  ;  L.  A.  Sayer,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  J. 
M.  Sims,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  C.  D.  Smith,  M.D.,  resident  fellow  ;  M.  Smith* 
M.  D.,  resident  fellow;  Mark  Stephenson,  M.  D., resident  ellofw;  J.  E. Taylor, 
M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  T.  G.  Thomas,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  W.  H.  Van  Bu- 
ren,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow  ;  Wm.  Minor,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  Jos.  Martin, 
M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  J.  W.  Ranney,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow  ;  John  Priestley, 
M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  Alex.  H.  Stevenfi,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  W.  C.  Liv- 
ingston, M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  Stephen  Smith,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  Greo. 
Lewis,  M.  Dm  resident  fellow ;  Jas.  D.  Fitch,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  Charles 
A.  Budd,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  N.  C.  Husted,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow ;  Th's 
W.  Horsfield,  M.  D.,  resident  fellow. 

New  York  Medical  College. — Horace  Green,  M.  D.,  president  of  faculty  ;  E. 
H.  Davis,  M.  D.,  professor  of  materia  medica ;  B.  F.  Barker,  M.  D.,  professor 
of  obstetrics ;  R.  Ogden  Doremus,  M.  D.,  professor  of  chemistry  ;  J.  M.  Car- 
nochan,  M.  D.,  professor  of  surgery ;  H.  G.  Cox,  M.  D.,  professor  of  theory 
and  practice ;  E.  R.  Peaselee,  M.  D.,  professor  of  physiology ;  Chas.  A.  Bndd, 
M.  D.,  lecturer  on  obstetrics. 

New  York  Pathological  Society, — ^E.  R.  Peaselee,  M.  D.,  president ;  E.  Har- 
ris, M.  D.,  vice-president ;  E.  Lee  Jones,  M.  D.,  secretary ;  W.  B.  Bibbins,  M. 
D.,  treasurer ;  T.  C.  Finnell,  M.  D.,  curator. 

Brooklyn  City  Hospital. — James  Crane,  M.  D.,  attending  physician ;  H.  S. 
Smith,  M.  D.,  attending  physician ;  George  Cochran,  M.  D.,  attending  pbvsi- 
cian ;  C.  E.  Isaacs,  M.  D.,  attending  surgeon ;  Daniel  E.  Kissam,  attending 
surgeon ;  J.  C.  Hutchinson,  attending  surgeon ;  Jos.  M.  Minor,  M.  D.,  attend- 
ing surgeon. 

College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, — ^Thomas  Cock,  M.  D.,  president ;  Ed. 
Delafield,  M.  D.,  emeritus  professor  of  obstetrics ;  Willard  Parker,  M.  D.,  pro- 
fessor of  surgery ;  Joseph  M.  Smith,  M.  D.,  professor  of  materia  medica ;  C. 
R.  Gilman,  M.  D.,  professor  of  obstetrics. 

University  Medical  College, — Wm.  H.  Van  Buren,  M.  D.,  professor  of  anat- 
omy ;  Alfred  C.  Post,  M.  D.,  professor  of  surgery ;  J.  T.  Metcalfe,  M.  D.,  pro- 
fessor of  practice. 
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The  Boston  Appeal. 

To  THE  Public:  The  power  of  ctheric  vapors  to  produce  a  safe  insensi- 
sibility  to  pain  during  surgical  operations,  and  on  other  occasions  of  great 
physical  sufferinff,  is  one  of  the  most  beneficent  discoveries  that  has  been 
conferred  upon  the  human  race.  It  is  generally  conceded  that  Dr.  W.  T.  G. 
Morton,  of  Boston,  was  instrumental  in  presenting  this  fact  to  the  world. 
Nearly  the  whole  of  the  medical  profession  [see  page  35  et  seq^  of  this  city, 
in  the  midst  of  whom  the  discovery  was  made,  together  with  other  bodies 
of  competent  persons,  who  have  investigated  its  origin,  have,  after  careful 
scrutiny,  concurred  in  assigning  this  merit  to  Dr.  Morton,  and  publics  opinion 
has  long  since  confirmed  their  verdict. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  enter  in  detail  into  the  circumstances  which  have  pre- 
vented Dr.  Morton  from  receiving  any  pecuniary  benefit  from  this  discoveiy. 

The  fact  is  certain,  that  Dr.  Morton  nas  been  an  instrument,  under  Divine 
Providence,  of  introducing  to  the  world  one  of  the  most  remarkable  discoveries 
of  this  or  any  other  age,  and  that  he  has  received  no  reward  for  it  but  the 
consciousness  of  having  done  so. 

We  are  sure  that  we  interpret  the  feeling  of  thousands  when  we  say  that  a 
substantial  national  memorial  should  be  presented  to  Dr.  Morton. 

How  often  has  the  poor  sufferer  risen  from  beneath  the  surgeon's  knife,  with 
nerves  untouched  by  the  slightest  sensation  of  the  torture  that  would  otherwise 
have  been  his!  How  often  has  the  mother  passed  in  unconscious  slumber, 
through  "the  perils  of  childbirth,"  to  wake  to  ner  new  happiness,  without  one 
memory  of  its  agonies,  and  breathed,  with  the  prayer  of  thanksgiving  to  God,  a 
thought  of  him — to  her,  perhaps,  the  unknown  discoverer — ^whose  happy  con- 
ception, perseverance,  and  courage,  first  established  the  astonishing  fact  that 
the  human  frame  may  suffer  all  the  conditions,  and  not  one  of  the  sensations  of 
pain!  What  has  already  occurred  throughout  the  whole  world  since  this 
discovery  was  made ;  in  hospitals,  in  private  chambers  of  the  sick,  on  fields  of 
battle,  on  the  ocean,  and  on  the  land — wherever  humanity  undergoes  the  "  ills 
that  flesh  is  heir  to" — is  to  occur  through  countless  ages,  while  the  race  is  left 
upon  earth!  And  yet,  year  rolls  after  year,  and  the  spontaneous  gratitude 
that  is  felt  and  uttered  whenever  and  wherever  this  great  discovery  is  used  or 
contemplated,  finds  no  permanent  voice,  because  no  efforts  are  made  to  concen- 
trate and  direct  it  to  its  object. 

We  propose  that  such  efforts  be  now  made.  We  think  that  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  acting  individually,  should  do  what  their  government  has 
neglected,  or  been  unable  to  do.  National  testimonials,  established  by  the 
voluntary  contributions  of  individuals,  have  been  adopted  in  all  countries,  to 
mark  the  public  sense  of  services  to  the  human  family,  especially  when  such 
services  have  reflected  honor  and  distinction  upon  the  country  where  they  have 
been  performed. 

We  propose  that  a  national  subscription  be  instituted,  the  avails  of  which 
shall  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  Amos  A.  Lawrence  and  John  Lowell, 
esquires,  as  trustees — to  be  held,  appropriated,  and  invested  upon  such  trusts, 
and  for  such  uses,  for  the  benefit  of  Dr.  Morton,  as  the  trustees  may 
determine. 

James  Jackson,  M.  D.,  Jacob  Bigelow,  M.  D.,  S.  D.  Townsend,  M'.  D.,  John 
Jeffries,  M.  D.,  Edward  Reynolds,  M.  D.,  John  Homans,  M.  D.,  M.  S.  Perry, 
M.  D.,  0.  W.  Holmes,  M.  D.,  John  Ware,  M.  D.,  George  Hayward,  M.  D.,  J. 
Mason  Warren,  M.  D.,  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  M.  D.,  Charles  G.  Putnam,  M.  D., 
Richard  H.  Dana,  jr.,  esq.,  Alexander  H.  Vinton,  D.D.,  S.  K.  Lothrop,  D.  D., 
John  B.  Fitzpatrick,  bishop  of  Boston,  William  H.  Prescott,  historian,  N. 
Adams,  D.  D.,  Hon.  Rufus  Choate,  Charles  P.  Curtis,  esq.,  F.  C.  Loring,  esq., 
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Hon.  G.  8.  Hillard,  William  Dehon,  esq.,  Benj.  Peirce,  professor  Harvard 
University,  F.  D.  Huntington,  D.  D.,  Henry  W.  Longfellow,  professor  Hai- 
vard  University,  Jared  Sparks,  president  Harvard  University,  R.  B.  Forbes, 
esq.,  P.  W.  Chandler,  esq.,  Alex.  H.  Rice,  mayor  of  Boston,  Hon.  Robert  C. 
Winthrop. 

MEMORIAL  OP  THB  MEMBERS  OP  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 

in  Congress  assembled: 

The  undersigned  hereby  testify  to  your  honorable  body  that,  in  their  opinion. 
Dr.  William  T.  6.  Morton  first  proved  to  the  world  that  ether  would  produce 
insensibility  to  the  pain  of  surgical  operations,  and  that  it  could  be  used  with 
safety.  In  their  opinion,  his  fellow-men  owe  a  debt  to  him  for  this  knowledge. 
Wherefore  they  respectfully  ask  a  recognition  by  Congress  of  his  services  to  his 
country  and  mankind : 

John  C.  Warren,  M.  D.,  senior  surgeon  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and 
late  president  American  Medical  Society,  and  emeritus  professor  of  anatomy  of 
Harvard  University ;  George  Hay  ward,  M.  D.,  president  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society  and  surgeon  Massachusetts  General  Hospital ;  J.  Mason  Wanen,  M. 
D.,  sui^eon  Massachusetts  General  Hospital;  S.  D.  Townsend,  M.  D.,  sui^geon 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital ;  S.  Parkman,  M.  D.,  surgeon  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital ;  Henry  G.  Bigelow,  M.  D.,  surgeon  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital,  and  professor  of  surgery  Harvard  University ;  Henry  G.  Clark,  M. 
D.,  surgeon  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  and  city  physician ;  Jacob  Bige- 
low, M.  D.,  professor  materia  medica  Harvard  University,  and  president  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  physician  to  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital;  Oliver  W.  Holmes,  M.  1).,  professor  of  anatomy,  Harvard 
University ;  Henry  h  Bowditch,  M.  D.,  physician  Massachusetts  General  Hos- 
pital ;  D.  Humphreys  Storer,  M.  D.,  physician  Massachusetts  General  Hospital; 
M.  S.  Perry,  M.  D.,  physician  Massachusetts  General  Hospital ;  James  Jackson, 
M.  D.,  George  C.  Shattuck,  M.  D.,  John  Jeffries,  M.  D.,  Edward  Reynolds;  M. 
D.,  consulting  physicians  and  surgeons  Massachusetts  Greneral  Hospitid;  Fdwaid 
Reynolds,  M.  D.,  W.  Hooper,  M.  D.,  George  A.  Bethune,  M.  D.,  Massachusetts 
Charitable  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary ;  John  L.  Fox,  M.  D.,  surgeon  United  States 
navy,  Chelsea  Naval  Hospital ;  Walter  Channing,  John  Homans,  president 
Suffolk  District  Medical  Society;  Z.  B.  Adams,  John  C.  Hayden,  John  Ware, 
Ephraim  Buck,  George  Bartlett,  Jonas  H.  Lane,  Anson  Hooker,  Henry  Dyer, 
Augustus  A.  Gould,  Charles  Gordon,  Joseph  S.  Jones,  Samuel  Kneeland,  jr., 
T.  Fletcher  Oakes,  George  Hubbard,  Charles  W.  Moore,  Richard  H.  Salter, 
Fytche  Edward  Oliver,  William  J.  Dale,  William  Edward  Coale,  James  W. 
Stone,  B.  W.  Newell,  Franeis  A.  Willard,  William  Hawes,  Charles  Mifflin,  J 
Wippasne,  Abraham  A.  Watson,  Aaron  P.  Richardson,  Henry  A.  Ward,  Wil- 
liam Bowen  Morris,  James  B.  Gregorson,  William  W.  Morland,  M.  C.  Greene, 
Horace  Stacey,  Franklin  F.  Patch,  Samuel  L.  Abbott,  John  H.  Dix,  James  Ayer, 
Joseph  J.  Fales,  P.  Wilbrand,  Ezra  Bartlettf  S.  F.  Parcher,  James  Hyndman, 
Henry  S.  Lee,  E.  D.  Cleveland,  John  Stevens,  Ira  W.Tobie,  J.  Everett  Hcrrick, 
N.  C.  Stevens,  Enock  C.  Rolfe,  Henry  Willard,  A.  Alexander,  D.  McGowan, 
Thomas  R.  Owens,  Luther  Clark,  Charles  T.  Hoffenvane,  Samuel  Morrill,  Silas 
Durkee,  George  Stevens  Jones,  Jesse  Chickering,  J.  A.  Tarbell,  George  H. 
Lyman,  Henry  W.  Williams,  J.  Randolph  Lincoln,  Greorgc  Derby,  Warren  J. 
Whitney,  Francis  Minot,  D.  1).  Slade,  W.  E.  Townsend,  John  B.  Alley,  Geo^ 
H.  Gay,  Luther  Parks,  jr..  William  G.  Wheeler,  F.  H.  Gray,  James  F.  Harlow 
George  Russell,  Charles  E.  Ware,  E.  W.  Blake,  Edward  H.  Clark,  Samuel 
Gregg,  E.  D,  Miller,  C.  G.  Putnam,  Charles  A.  Phelps,  John  Odin,  jr^  Joseph 
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Beynolds,  George  Hayward,  jr.,  Henry  Osgood  Stone,  G.  Newton  Thompson, 
J.  M.  Phipps,  Abner  Phelps,  Josiah  Curtis,  E.  D.  G.  Palmer,  Daniel  V.  Folts, 
R.  L.  Hinckley,  J.  W.  Hinckley,  M.  B.  Leonard,  P.  E.  MoUoy,  Henry  Bryant, 
Charles  E.  Buckingham,  J.  W.  Warren,  jr.,  D.  D.  Smith,  George  Tower,  Wil- 
liam Read,  J.  F.  W.  Lane,  Const.  B.  O'Donnell,  M.  R.  C.  S.  E.,  John  S.  H. 
Fogg,  Edmund  T.  Eastman,  William  S.  Coffin,  John  C.  Sharp,  Alexander  S. 
Butler,  Benjamin  B.  Appleton,  M.  Mattson,  David  Thayer,  J.  C.  Sanborn,  E. 
A.  Kittredge. 

Ckarlestown, — ^E.  E.  Braun,  A.  J.  Bellows,  Benjamin  Seabury,  George  W. 
Otis,  jr.,  Charles  H.  AUen,  A.  0.  Webber,  I.  P.  Alden,  W.  W.  Wellington,  H. 
L.  Chase,  Charles  F.  Foster,  A.  J.  Cummings,  Thomas  J.  Stevens,  Hutchinson 
Germaine,  Alexander  Poole,  James  B.  Forsyth,  John  Toomey. 

Chchea. — ^William  Ingalls,  physician  and  surgeon  United  States  Marine 
Hospital. 

Salem. — A.  L.  Peirson,  William  Mack,  George  Choate,  William  Henry 
Prince,  J.  G.  Wood,  James  Stone,  jr.,  E.  B.  Pierson,  George  C.  S.  Choate, 
Gkorge  A.  Perkins,  H.  Wheatland,  Samuel  Johnson,  Edward  A.  Holyoke 

Taunton, — ^Alfred  Baylies,  H.  B.  Hubbard,  Horace  Bowen,  Ebenezer  Dawes, 
William  Dickinson,  Daniel  King,  George  Leonard. 

Netehurypart. — E.  Cross,  S.  M.  Gale. 

Lynn, — A.  S.  Adams,  J.  T.  Galloupe,  Daniel  Perley,  D.  A.  Johnson,  £. 
Porter  Eastman,  James  M.  Nye,  John  Benton,  Nathaniel  Ruggles,  Charles  M. 
Weeks,  Edward  Newhall. 

Worcester. — Henry  Clarke,  Samuel  Flagg,  George  A.  Bates,  Charles  W. 
Whitcomb,  Joseph  Sargent,  Oramel  Martin,  William  Workman,  Rufus  Wood- 
ward, Henry  Sargent,  A.  Goulet,  P.  B.  Mignoult,  Benjamin  Heywood,  John  E. 
Hathaway. 

Springfietd.-^fsLmea  M.  Smith,  Edwin  Seeger,  N.  Adams,  A.  S.  McClean, 
Alfred  Lambert,  C.  C.  Chaffee,  H.  A.  Hamilton,  Henry  B.  Vaille,  D.  C. 
Perkins. 

Pittsfield. — H  H.  Childs,  president  of  Berkshire  Medical  Institution ;  N.  S. 
Barnes,  0.  S.  Root,  Frank  A.  Cady,  0.  E.  Brewster,  Nathaniel  Foote,  Aveiy 
Williams,  A.  N.  AUen,  L.  F.  Humeston,  WiUard  Clough,  Clark  F.  Hall,  N.  J. 
Wilson. 

New  Bedford. — ^T.  S.  Mayhew,  Johnson  Clark,  John  H.  Jennings,  William 
A.  Gordon,  Elijah  Colby,  C.  D.  Stickney,  John  Howell  Mackie,  Paul  Spooner. 

Fall  River.— James  W.  Hartly,  P.  A.  Smith,  Jerome  Dwelly,  Foster  Hooper, 
E.  T.  Learned. 

Lowell. — John  O.  Green,  Henry  Whiting,  J.  P.  Jewett  J.  D.  Pillsbury, 
Elisha  Huntington,  John  W.  Graves,  Charles  A.  Savery,  Joel  Spalding,  David 
Wells,  Benjamin  Skelon,  H.  Pillsbury,  P.  P.  Campbell,  L.  B.  Morse,  Charles 
A.  Davis,  Ployer  G.  Kittredge,  Daniel  Holt,  Daniel  Mowe,  J.  W.  Scribner. 

l/at^eMc'e.— George  W.  Sanborn,  William  D.  Lamb,  David  Dana,  J.  H. 
Morse. 

Sffuth  Andover.-^^ames  Howarth,  W.  H.  Kimball. 

Dedham. — Jeremy  Stimson,  D.  P.  Wight,  H.  F.  Spear. 

Fitchhurg.—T\io%.  R.  Boutello,  Levi  Pillsbury,  T.  W.  Wadsworth,  W.  M. 
Barrett,  Henry  M.  Linrad. 

Plymouth.— J amea  L.  Hunt,  Winslow  Warren,  Benjamin  Hubbard,  Timothy 
Gordon. 

Hingham. — ^Ezra  Stephenson,  Robert  T.  P.  Fiske. 

Quincy. — ^Ebenezer  Woodward,  William  G.  Pattie,  W.  Goddard. 

Danvers. — Andrew  Nicholls,  Joseph  Osgood,  David  A.  Grosvenor,  G^rge 
Osgood. 

Marblehead. — James  G.  Briggs,  Chandler  Flagg,  Daniel  Gill. 

Beverly. — ^W.  C.  Boyden,  Charles  Haddock,  Ingalls  Kittredge./^  t 
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GZo«c«<er.— Isaac  P.  Smitli,  C.  H.  Hildretb,  George  W.  Smith. 
RockporL — Benjamin  Haskell,  Lemuel  Gott,  Oscar  D.  Abbott. 
Newton. — ^Henry  Bigelow,  Cyrus  K.  Bartlet. 
Framingham. — Simon  Whitney,  Allston  W.  Whitney. 
Milford. — Francis  Leland,  Theodore  0.  Cornish. 

Historical  statement. 

The  foregoing  pages  set  forth  in  outline  the  fact  that  there  is  a  very  general 
movement  among  the  American  people,  inaugurated  by  leading  members  of  the 
profession  in  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  in  behalf  of  one  of  the  most 
praiseworthy  objects  which  can  appeal  to  patrons  of  science  or  the  friends  of 
humanity.  They  show  that  the  noble  work  is  at  last  imdertaken,  which,  for 
more  than  twelve  years,  has  been  neglected  by  Congress,  to  preserve  the  shelter 
of  a  home  for  the  family  of  a  nation's  benefactor,  still  living,  from  the  clamorous 
creditors  to  whom  it  was  pledged  for  debts  incurred  in  makmg  and  promulgating 
a  discovery  which,  though  leaving  the  discoverer  poor,  has  made  the  whole 
world  his  debtor,  and  to  place  their  future  life  beyond  the  chances  and  vicissi- 
tudes of  fortune,  by  the  purchase  of  an  annuity. 

The  discovery  made  by  Dr.  Wm.  T,  G.  Morton,  of  Boston,  of  the  anaesthetic 
properties  of  sulphuric  ether,  and  the  safety,  certainty,  and  reliability  of  its 
effects  in  making  the  severest  surgical  operations,  childbirth,  and  other  scenefl 
and  conditions  of  physical  suffering,  perfectly  painless,  is  a  discovery  already 
ranked  by  the  medical  profession  above  that  of  vaccination  by  Jenner,  to  whom 
the  £nglish  Parliament  voted  large  sums  of  money,  and  for  whom  national 
testimonials  were  raised  and  medals  struck  in  other  nations ;  a  discovery  whose 
benefits  are  not  confined  to  the  subjugation  of  pain,  but  which  are  continuallj 
unfolding  in  new  departments  of  the  healing  art. 

This  national  movement  was  with  great  propnety  inaugurated  in  Boston,  the 
city  where  the  discoverer  lived  and  practiced  his  profession,  and  where  the  first 
successful  painless  surgical  operation  was  performed.  An  organization  to  raise 
a  national  testimonial  fund  in  his  behalf,  with  trustees  residing  in  Boston,  and 
treasurers  in  the  principal  cities  in  the  United  States,  is  already  established. 
Though  it  is  hardly  passed  beyond  its  inchoate  period,  it  has  enlisted  the  ener- 
getic co-operation  of  some  of  the  most  eminent  and  patriotic  persons  in  the 
Union.  All  will  learn  with  surprise  that  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  will 
not  more  than  reimburse  the  discoverer  of  this  anassthetic  agent  for  his  outlays 
in  making  experiments  which  led  to  the  discovery,  in  establishing  its  value,  in 
compelling  its  acceptance  by  the  world  in  spite  of  incredulity  and  indifference,  in 
establishing  the  priority  of  his  claims  over  post  facto  discoverers,  and  in  apph- 
cations  to  Congress  to  induce  them  to  reimburse  him  for  his  actual  expenditures.* 

A  handsome  beginning  for  the  collection  of  this  sum  has  already  been  made, 
though  much  remains  to  be  done.  The  fund  has  received,  as  was  most  fitting, 
from  the  medical  institutions  of  Boston  and  vicinity,  and  from  eminent  and 
wealthy  persons  residing  in  that  seat  of  literature  and  science,  munificent  sub- 
scriptions. New  York,  too,  represented  in  the  same  way  by  her  medical  institu- 
tions and  her  wealthy  citizens,  has  shown  an  equal  promptitude  in  discharging 
this  debt  of  honor,  too  long  owing  to  a  nation's  benefactor. 

Such  is  a  brief  and  general  statement  of  the  objects  to  be  accomplished,  and 
the  present  state  of  the  enterprise. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  argue  at  any  great  length  for  the  character  or  success 
of  this  undertaking.  That  would  be  almost  an  insult  to  the  long  list  of  men 
distinguished  in  all  the  professions,  and  honorably  known  in  commerce  or  in  the 
more  secluded  walks  of  private  life,  who  now  appeal  to  the  public  at  large  to  do 
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justice  in  this  matter.  To  doubt  its  success  would  be  to  challenge  the  sincerity 
of  the  great  bulk  of  the  medical  profession  in  Massachusetts,  New  York,  and 
Philadelphia,  who  ask  subscriptions  to  this  fund — would  be  to  say  that  the 
world  has  gone  back  in  the  present  century,  and  that  the  justice  given  to 
Jenner,  who  conquered  small-pox  in  the  last  century,  would  be  denied  to 
Morton,  who  may  be  said  to  have  conquered  pain  in  this. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place,  however,  to  recall  here  the  universal  thrill  of  joy 
that  was  felt  when  it  was  first  announced  to  the  world  how  the  subtle  spirit  of 
ether  would  almost  everywhere  subdue  pain,  in  the  severest  surgical  operations, 
in  tlie  pangs  of  parturition,  in  the  numberless  cases  at  the  hospitals,  on  battle- 
fields in  time  of  war,  in  cottages  ".in  piping  times  of  peace,"  removing,  as  has 
been  well  said,  "half  tire  primal  curse,"  and  more  than  justifying  the  unstinted 
praise  of  the  foregoing  appeal  of  the  medical  profession  in  New  York,  which  says : 

"  In  view  of  these  advantages  from  the  use  of  anaesthetics,  we  feel  that  Dr. 
Morton,  the  first  to  demonstrate  their  safety  and  efficiency,  and  to  establish 
them  in  general  practice,  has  conferred  a  boon  upon  humanity  as  unperishable 
as  it  is  important,  and  one  of  such  a  character  as  to  entitle  him  to  rank  among 
the  benefactors  of  mankind." 

Neither  is  this  the  place  or  time  to  set  forth  as  they  deserve  the  labors  and 
the  sufferings  which  Dr.  Morton  has  undergone  in  the  twelve  years  which  have 
succeeded  his  great  discovery.  The  story  of  his  wrongs,  his  patience,  his  per- 
severance, his  unconquerable  energy,  his  poverty,  his  enthusiasm,  his  success  in 
achieving  an  imperishable  honor,  and  his  failure  in  obtaining  the  slightest  emolu- 
ment for  an  invaluable  discovery,  which  the  world  now  freely  and  ddily  uses, 
has  more  than  the  interest  of  romance.*  They  constitute  a  record  which,  ex- 
cept it  is  ended  by  the  success  of  the  movement  whose  inauguration  has  been 
set  forth  in  the  foregoing  pages,  will  stand  a  burning  disgrace  and  scandal  to 
the  profession  and  the  world  which  have  appropriated  and  used  a  discovery,  and 
left  the  discoverer  to  starve.  Shall  it  be  said  tnat,  through  his  connexion  with 
BO  great  a  benefaction  to  the  human  race.  Dr.  Morton  is  to  be  left  unable  to 
preserve  to  his  children  the  paternal  acres  pledged  in  securing  it ;  unable  to  edu- 
cate his  children,  without  any  adequate  means  of  support,  and,  worse  than  all, 
unable  to  secure  for  himself  that  quiet  mode  of  life  demanded  by  the  ruined 
health  consequent  upon  his  hazardous  experiments,  and  upon  living  in  an  atmos- 
phere of  ether  for  so  many  months,  and  upon  the  labors  and  sufferings  which  he 
urderwent  in  detecting  and  establishing  the  ansesthetic  properties  of  the  sul- 
phuric ether?  These  appellants,  therefore,  now  appeal  directly  to  the  heart  of 
the  country,  which  rarely  fails  to  disprove  the  heartless  maxim  that  '*  republics 
are  ungrateful,"  and  which  will  never  suffer  a  state  of  things  so  discreditable  as 
that  which  we  have  briefly  depicted  long  to  last. 

It  is  true  that  this  mode  of  raising  funds  to  consummate  a  simple  act  of  justice 
is  laborious  and  tedious.  The  present  success  of  the  movement  shows,  how- 
ever, that  that  is  the  only  great  objection,  and  that  individuals  and  institutions, 
and  the  country  at  large,  are  ready  and  anxious  to  dischai'ge  their  obligations. 
The  "  ether  controversy "  has  had  the  one  good  effect  of  waking  up  the  public 
to  the  existence  of  those  obligations.  The  sum  required  to  accomplish  the 
reimbursement  and  effect  the  designs  of  the  appellants  is,  as  we  have  said,  a 
large  one,  and  its  collection  by  individual  contributions,  over  an  extent  of  country 
so  vast  as  ours,  is  one  of  time;  but  it  will  derive  an  additional  value  as  coming 
directly  from  the  people,  and  the  zeal  and  energy  with  which  it  has  been  entered 
upon  by  the  profession  in  this  city  and  elsewhere  is  the  best  augury  of  success. 
May  it  soon  be  impossible  for  one  of  the  greatest  benefactors  of  the  human  race 
who  has  appeared  in  this  century  to  say,  "  It  were  better  for  me,  infinitely  bettei 
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for  me  and  my  wife  and  children,  better  for  me  and  them  in  all  respects,  if  I  had 
buried  the  secret  of  the  victory  over  pain  in  my  breast  forever,  and  suffered 
centuries  to  elapse  before  it  came  forth  to  the  knowledge  of  the  world  by  some 
other  hand,  than  to  do  as  I  did,  hasten  to  make  it  known  by  all  forms  and  modes 
of  speech,  and  at  every  risk  of  health,  property,  and  even  life." 

PROCEBDINGS  OF  HOSPITALS. 

Massachusetts  General  HospitaL 

The  undersigned,  to  whom  a  proposition  of  the  trustees  of  this  hospital 
should  contribute  a  fund  to  be  established  for  the  benefit  of  Doctor  Morton  was 
referred,  report: 

That  Doctor  Morton  is  known  to  have  been  chiefly  instrumental  in  conferring 
a  great  good  upon  his  race ; 

That  his  agency  in  a  discovery  which  has  already  relieved  multitudes  from 
suffering  has  yielded  to  him  no  pecuniary  compensation  for  its  acknowledged 
benefits,  but  has,  on  the  contrary,  been  attended  by  many  sacrifices ; 

That  his  only  rewards  have  been  the  consciousness  of  a  great  service  ren- 
dered, and  a  title  to  fame ; 

That  the  government  of  the  country  has  omitted  to  provide  a  proper  reward; 

That  justice  entitles  him  to  remuneration,  and  that  the  only  mode  in  which 
it  seems  to  be  probable  that  the  means  of  doing  that  justice  can  be  furnished  is 
through  voluntary  contributions  from  the  philanthropic,  in  some  such  form  as  is 
now  suggested. 

Therefore,  your  committee  think  that  the  object  is  proper,  and  that  its  early 
attainment  is  to  be  desired ;  so  that  the  only  question  is  whether  the  trustees 
may  properly  contribute  of  the  funds  of  this  institution  for  itQ  promotion. 

No  ordinary  circumstance  would  justify  the  trustees,  should  they  apply  any 
portion  of  the  funds  under  their  control  to  any  object  other  than  the  direct  relief 
of  the  sick  under  their  care. 

But  the  relations  between  Doctor  Morton  and  this  hospital,  in  regard  to  the 
great  discovery  which  prompts  the  proposed  memorial,  are  peculiar. 

The  first  important  surgical  operation  to  which  that  discovery  was  applied 
was  performed  within  its  walls  at  his  instance. 

At  a  time  when  he  supposed  that  his  agency  in  it  would  be  pecuniarily  re- 
warded by  those  who  should  derive  benents  from  it,  he  confeired  upon  this 
hospital  the  right  to  profit  by  it  in  all  cases  without  any  charge. 

We  have  been  and  shall  continue  to  be  bonefited  by  it,  to  an  extent  which 
no  reasonable  amount  of  money  could  compensate  for. 

Doctor  Morton  and  his  friends  think  that  the  refusal  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital  to  subscribe  to  the  contemplated  fund,  would 
prevent  its  foundation.  In  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  your  committee  think 
that  apprehension  well  founded. 

When  individuals  have  made  bequests,  or  rendered  remarkable  services  to  the 
institution,  the  trustees  have  deemed  it  proper  to  expend  such  sums  as  may  have 
been  required  to  procure  appropriate  memorials  of  them,  to  be  preserved  within 
the  walls  of  the  hospital;  and  your  committee  think  that  the  propriety  of  a  sub- 
scription toward  the  fund  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  establish  for  the  benefit 
of  Doctor  Morton  would  rest  safely  on  the  grounds  which  have  been  found  suf- 
ficient in  such  cases. 

They  therefore  recommend  that  the  subjoined  vote  be  passed. 

J.  THOMAS  STEVENSON, 
JOHN  LOWELL, 

Committee. 

Boston.  February  22. 1857.  ^.^.^^^^^  ^^  GoO^.. 
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Votedt  That  the  chairman  of  this  board  be  requested  to  subscribe,  on  behalf  of 
the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  one  thousand  dollars  toward  the  fund  which 
it  is  proposed  to  establish  for  the  benefit  of  Doctor  W.  T.  G.  Morton,  as  a  me- 
morial of  the  great  service  which  that  gentleman  has  rendered  to  science  and  to 
humanitj,  in  connexion  with  the  discovery  of  the  uses  of  ether. 

Trustees. — Henry  B.  Rogers,  John  P.  Bigelow,  James  B.  Bradlee,  William  S. 
Bullard,  William  J.  Dale,  William  W.  Greenough,  Thomas  T^amb,  John  Lowell,. 
Bobert  M.  Mason,  Charles  H.Mills,  J.  Thomas  Stevenson,  Edward  Wigglesworth- 

Massachusetts  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary. 

Voted,  That  the  secretary  of  this  board  be  authorized  to  subscribe,  on  behalf  of 
the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  ttvo  hundred  dollars 
toward  the  fund  to  be  raised  for  the  benefit  of  Doctor  W.  T.  G.  Morton,  as  a 
recognition  of  the  greatest  discovery  of  modem  times,  and  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  great  service  which  that  gentleman  has  rendered  to  science  and  humanity 
by  the  discovery  of  the  uses  of  ether. 

Trustees, — J.  H.  Walcott,  J.  W.  Edmands,  Henry  Rice,  Doctor  E.  Reynolds, 
G.  H.  Shaw,  C.  H.  Mills,  R.  W.  Hooper,  Moses  Grant,  James  Lawrence,  Doctor 
S.  D.  Townsend,  J.  A.  Blanchard. 

THEODORE  FROTHINGHAM, 

Secretary^ 

New   York  Hospital, 

"George  T.  Trimble,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  New 

York  Hospital: 

**SiR:  The  members  of  the  medical  profession  of  New  York  have  made  an 
appeal  in  behalf  of  Dr.  Wm.  T.  G.  Morton,  of  Boston,  who  was  the  first  to 
discover  and  demonstrate  by  experiment  the  power  of  sulphuric  ether  to  render 
the  human  economy  insensible  to  pain  under  surgical  operations. 

*'  The  object  of  this  appeal  is  to  raise,  by  voluntary  contributions,  a  fund,  a& 
a  national  testimonial  for  his  benefit,  such  as  shall  be  a  worthy  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  priceless  value  of  a  discovery  which  has  already  done  and  is 
constantly  doing  so  much  to  diminish  human  suffering. 

"Boston,  the  scene  of  Dr.  Morton's  labors,  has  taken  the  initiation  in  this 
effort,  and  has  made  a  noble  beginning. 

"  It  is  believed  that  the  action  of  the  New  York  Hospital  in  reference  to  this^ 
appeal  will  exert  an  important  influence  on  other  kindred  institutions  in  this 
city  and  elsewhere,  and  it  is  therefore  earnestly  hoped  that  the  object  will  be 
regarded  with  favor  by  the  board  of  governors.  Nowhere  in  our  whole  land 
are  the  benefits  of  this  discovery  more  constantly  witnessed  than  in  the  New 
York  Hospital,  and  there  seems  to  be  special  propriety  in  such  an  institution 
acting  a  conspicuous  part  in  acknowledging  our  common  indebtedness  to  the 
discoverer  of  such  a  booa  to  suffering  humanity. 

"  Having  been  delegated  to  present  this  object  to  your  board,  I  beg  leave, 
Mr.  President,  through  you,  to  submit  this  communication,  with  the  accom- 
panying appeal,  to  that  honorable  body  for  consideration  at  their  next  meeting. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  o'bt  serv't, 

"GURDONBUCK.  M.D. 

*«  New  York,  July  3,  1853." 

The  subject  being  thus  fairly  laid  before  the  custodiand  of  the  institutions  of 
New  York,  the  Society  of  the  New  York  Hospital,  a  close  corporation,  governed 
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by  the  gentlemen  named  in  the  note  appended,*  immediately  voted  that  their 
president,  Hon.  George  T.  Trimble,  subscribe  five  hundred  dollars  to  the  pro- 
posed fund. 

Commvtnoners  of  Emigration^  of  the  State  of  New    York. 

The  commissioners  of  emigration,  composed  of  the  gentlemen  named  in 
the  annexed  note,t  passed  the  following  resolution : 

"Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  great  benefits  derived  by  the  institutions 
and  patients  under  the  charge  of  the  commissioners  of  emigration,  by  the  nee 
of  sulphuric  ether,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  be  donated'to 
Dr.  Wm.  T.  G.  Morton,  the  discoverer  thereof,  as  a  consideration  of  the  feeling 
of  the  board,  with  an  expression  of  regret  that  the  present  state  of  the  funds 
under  their  charge  would  not  permit  the  commissioners  to  show  a  morp 
substantial  appreciation  of  the  great  importance  of  the  discovery." 

Bellevue  Hospital. 

The  governors  of  the  almshouse  referred  the  subject  to  the  committee  on 
Bellevue  Hospital  to  report.  While  considering  the  subject,  the  committee 
received  from  Stephen  Smith,  M.  D.,  secretary,  the  following  resolution,  unani- 
mously adopted  by  the  medical  board  of  Bellevue  Hospital : 

"Resolved,  That  the  medical  board  of  Bellevue  Hospital  cheerfully  express 
their  conviction  that  to  the  zeal,  perseverance,  and  skill  of  Dr.  Wm.  T.  Green 
Morton,  of  Boston,  in  using  sulphuric  ether  to  render  persons  insensible  to 
pain,  the  world  is  indebted  for  the  present  extended  and  beneficial  use  of 
ansesthetic  agents  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery;  and  they  are  con- 
vinced that  but  for  his  energy,  courage,  and  success,  there  is  no  reason  to 
believe  that  mankind  would  yet  have  received  that  boon  from  any  of  the 
gentlemen  whose  names  have  been  prominently  connected  with  this  subject. 

"JOHN  W.  FRANCIS,  M.  D., 

"  President  Medical  Board. 

** Stephen  Smith,  M. D.,  Secretary'' 

deferred  to  committee  on  Bellevue  Hospital. 

On  the  fourth  of  August  the  committee  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred 
reported  in  favor  of  appropriating  the  sum  of  $1,500. 

On  September  14  the  following  preamble  and  resolution,  appropriating 
-fifteen  hundred  dollars,  was  adopted : 

^'Resolved,  That  this  board  view  with  high  appreciation  the  initiatory  steps 
taken  by  the  medical  faculty  of  the  cities  of  Boston  and  New  York  to 
acknowledge,  in  a  substantial  manner,  the  discovery  and  appliances  of  sulphuric 
ether  by  Dr.  Wm.  T.  G.  Morton ;  and  believin*  the  same  to  be,  as  expressed 
and  set  forth  in  their  testimonials,  the  greatest  benefit  of  the  present  ag^ 
rendered  to  science  and  humanity,  deem  it  our  duty,  in  consideration  thereof, 


**  George  T.  Trimble,  Najah  Taylor,  Gulian  C.  Verplanck,  James  F.  DePeyster,  John  A. 
Stevens,  James  I.  Jones,  Stacy  B  CoUius,  George  F.  Hussey,  Edwin  D.  Morgau,  Darid 
Colden  Murray,  Robert  Lenox  Kennedy,  John  David  Wolfe,  George  F.  Jones,  Joseph 
Walker,  Thomas  Hall  Faile,  Thomas  B  Still  man,  James  N.  Cobb.  George  T.  Olypbant, 
John  C.  Green,  David  (Jlarkson,  Abram  S.  Hewitt,  Frederick  A.  Conkling,  Xathaoiel  P. 
Bailey,  Otis  D.  Swan,  Heury  L.  Pierson,  James  W.  Beekman. 

t  Gulian  C.  Verplanck,  preMU;  E  Crabtree,  vice-prea't;  B.  Casserly,  •ac'y;  F.  D.  Mor- 
gan. Wilson  G.  Hunt,  Elijah  F.  Purdy,  John  P.  Gumming,  Cyrus  Curtis,  Mayor  of  New 
York,  Mayor  of  Brooklyn,  President  of  the  German  Society,  President  of  the  Irish  Emi- 
grant Society.  ^,y,u...  uy  ^^^^.^. 
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and  of  the  many  uses  to  which  the  same  has  been  applied  in  the  institntions 
under  our  charge,  to  unqualifiedly  indorse  the  same. 

**And  he  it  further  resolvedf  That  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  as  compensation  for  the  use  of  sulphuric  ether 
in  the  hospital  under  our  charge,  and  the  same  be  taken  from  the  unexpended 
appropriation  of  Bellevue  Hospital." 

The  president  of  the  board  of  ten  governors  immediately  made  the  sub- 
scription to  the  proposed  fund. 

CORRBSPONDBNCB. 

During  the  last  summer  the  governor  of  Massachusetts,  N.  P.  Banks,  late 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  wrote  to  his  excellency  the  governor 
of  New  York  that  "a  national  subscription,  intended  as  an  acknowledgment  of 
his  (Dr.  Morton's)  great  public  service  in  the  discovery,  and  introduction  to 
common  use,  of  this  important  power,  (sulphuric  ether,)  has  been  commenced 
here  under  the  auspices  of  gentlemen  of  the  highest  professional  standing,  who 
were  themselves  witnesses  of  the  successive  steps  through  which  this  discovery 
was  made.  They  are  men  whose  names  alone  are  a  guarantee  that  their  statements 
may  be  relied  upon,  and  no  words  of  mine  can  aid  in  giving  their  opinion  strength. 
In  addition  to  that  of  merchants  and  professional  men  of  the  first  eminence,  you 
will  find  in  the  publication  made  by  the  trustees  of  the  fund  to  be  raised  a 
petition  to  the  President,  signed  by  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  thirty-third 
Congress,  which  is,  I  think,  to  be  regarded  as  an  evidence  of  the  very  general 
estimate  which  was  made  of  the  claims  uf  Dr.  Morton  upon  the  government  and 
the  public. 

"The  subscription  has  been  liberally  commenced  in  Boston,  but  it  is  thought 
that  other  cities  that  have  been  benefited  by  the  discovery  should  participate  in 
the  recognition  of  the  merits  of  the  discoverer,  and  in  making  him  appropriate 
honors.  I  hope  that  other  cities  may  imitate  the  example  of  Boston  in  this  re- 
spect, and  contribute  something  to  aid  and,  I  may  say,  relieve  one  who  is  cer- 
tainly deserving  of  great  credit,  and  who  has  as  yet  received  no  advantage  from 
his  discovery." 

Dr.  James  Jackson  wrote  to  Greorge  Ripley,  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Ameri- 
can Cyclopedia :  "To  him  (Dr.  Morton)  the  world  owes  at  least  the  introduction 
for  useful  purposes  of  sulphuric  ether,  by  employment  of  which,  by  inhalation, 
he  proved  that  insensibility  mieht  be  produced  in  a  human  subject  with  safety, 
and  be  maintained  during  jiowerful  surgical  operations.  It  is  now  more  than 
eleven  years  since  he  made  tliis  discovery  known.  At  the  present  day  the  ben- 
efit of  it  is  known  throughout  the  civilized  portion  of  the  world.  Every  day 
the  persons  who  use  the  article  must  be  counted  by  thousands.  If  the  knowl- 
edge of  it  could  be  lost  millions  and  millions  of  dollars  could  be  raised  for  the  re- 
covery of  it.  Every  man  is  liable  to  the  misfortunes  which  would  make  the  use 
of  it  invaluable  to  him. 

"  Is  not  something  due  to  the  gentleman  who  introduced  the  use  of  ether  for 
the  use  of  the  present  and  all  future  generations  of  men  ?  Shall  it  be  recorded 
in  history  that  he  lived  on  a  very  small  income  while  millions  were  blessing  his 
discovery  ?  Should  he  not  be  paid  in  some  substantial  manner  ?  As  I  under- 
stand the  matter,  his  business  has  been  destroyed,  strange  to  say,  and  he  needs 
aid.  May  I  ask  you  to  make  his  case  known  in  New  York,  in  the  hope  that 
he  may  receive  the  evidence  of  such  gratitude  as  is  due  to  him  ?" 

Dr.  Jacob  Bigelow,  president  of  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  wrote  to 
Dr.  Parker,  that,  "  I  hope  the  community  who  are  daily  deriving  the  benefit  of 
his  (Dr.  Morton's)  inestimable  discovery  will  not  be  insensible  to  the  debt  they 
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owe  him.  He  is  the  only  man  without  whom  the  world  would  at  thiw  day  have 
wanted  the  blessing  of  anaesthetic  inhalation.'' 

Dr.  0.  W.  Holmes  wrote  to  Willard  Parker,  M.  D. :  "  It  gives  me  great 
pleasure  to  add  my  name  to  that  of  my  friends  who  have  recommended  the  claims 
of  Dr.  W.  T.  G.  Morton  to  your  favorable  notice. 

"  A  surgeon  in  great  business  like  yourself  must  know  well  what  we  owe  to 
the  discoverer  of  the  use  of  ether  in  surgery.  The  part  Dr.  Morton  took  in  that 
is  matter  of  history,  and  I  cannot  but  think  you  will  agree  with  us  in  believing 
that  but  for  his  happy  audacity  we  should  have  waited  an  indefinite  period  for 
the  discovery. 

"  I  write  this  time,  therefore,  to  request  your  kind  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject that  will  be  presented  to  your  notice,  not  professing  to  have  any  personal 
claim  upon  your  valuable  time,  but  considering  that  your  position  entitles  you 
to  the  honor  of  being  among  the  foremost  in  every  movement  involving  the  in- 
terest of  science  and  humanity." 

Dr.  John  Jeffries  wrote  to  Willard  Parker,  M.  D. :  "  Of  the  justice  to  his 
(Dr.  Morton's)  claim,  as  the  person  by  whom  this  great  benefaction  wa^  con- 
ferred on  the  medical  profession,  and  upon  mankind,  I  entertain  no  doubt ;  and 
consequently,  of  the  weight  of  obligations  which  physicians  and  societies  at  large 
are  under  to  him  for  this  benefit.  A  public  benefaction  has  been  set  on  foot  for 
Dr.  Morton,  who  is  himself  poor,  and  made  so,  in  some  measure,  in  consequence 
of  his  agency  in  providing  a  blessing  for  mankind.  It  has  my  full  approbation 
and  best  wishes  for  its  success.  I  would  also  express  my  confidence  in  the  plan 
and  details  by  which  it  was  carried  out,  arising  from  the  high  character  for  in- 
telligence and  integrity  of  gentlemen  under  whose  auspices  it  is  to  be  conducted. 
Whatever  you  may  please  to  do  to  aid  will  be  on  the  side  of  justice  and  humanity.'* 

Dr.  S.  D.  Townsend,  one  of  the  surgeons  of  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 
wrote  to  Willard  Parker,  M.  D. :  "  Having  been  conversant  with  the  use  of  ether 
from  the  first  day  of  its  introduction,  I  have  always  given  to  Dr.  Morton  the 
credit  of  being  the  author  of  its  extensive  employment  into  our  profession.  The 
object  of  this  movement  is  to  obtain  subscriptions  to  a  fund,  to  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  trustees  for  his  (Dr.  Morton's)  benefit,  which  is  to  be  raised  from  differ- 
ent hospitals  in  the  country  that  have  been  so  greatly  benefited  by  its  use.  Dr. 
Morton's  pecuniary  circumstances  have  been  greatly  reduced  by  the  exclusive 
attentions  he  has- paid  to  this  object,  having  entirely  broken  up  the  business 
which  he  was  extensively  engaged  in,  and  he  needs  the  aid  of  all  professional 
men  who  have  been  so  greatly  benefited  by  this  discovery.  I  am  sure  I  can 
rely  upon  you  to  give  it  all  the  assistance  which  your  prominent  situation  can 
afford  him." 

Nathaniel  I.  Bowditch,  esq.,  in  a  letter  to  Amos  A.  Lawrence  and  John 
Lowell,  trustees  of  the  Morton  fund,  says :  '*  Circumstances,  as  you  are  aware, 
made  me  originally  take  great  interest  in  the  ether  discovery.  In  the  hospital 
report,  and  a  pamphlet  in  vindication  of  it,  I  have  expressed  as  forcibly  as  in 
my  power  my  conviction  that  it  is  to  the  boldness,  energy,  and  perseverance  of 
Dr.  Morton  that  the  world  owes  the  demonstration  of  this  great  truth  of  science. 
I  have  never  seen  the  slightest  reason  for  doubting  the  accuracy  of  the  conclu- 
aion  at  which  I  first  arrived.  It  happens  that  in  my  own  person  1  have  already 
had  occasion  to  be  especially  thankful  for  this  blessing.  Ether  has  been  admin- 
istered to  me  no  less  than  seven  times,  and  on  each  occasion  has  saved  me  from 
great  suffering.  I  consider  Dr.  Morton,  indeed,  to  be  one  of  my  permanent  at- 
tendant physicians,  and  one  the  value  of  whose  prescription  cannot  be  estimated 
in  money  or  expressed  in  words.  I  have  therefore  cheerfully  subscribed  $500 
on  the  book  which  you  sent  me." 

Thomas  B.  Curtis,  esq.,  of  Boston,  in  a  letter  to  William  E.  Bowen,  esq.,  of 
Philadelphia :  "  Dr.'  Morton  first  made  known  to  the  world  the  t)lessed  effects  of 
-ether  in  doing  away  with  pain.     Instead  of  riches  and  honor,  he  has  reaped 
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nothing  from  his  great  discovery.  Our  government  has  cheated  him,  but  they 
have  not  deprived  him  of  the  support  of  the  most  eminent  surgeons  in  America, 
and  the  sympathy  of  many  of  our  best  citizens." 

Dr.  William  H,  Van  Buren,  of  the  New  York  Hospital,  in  a  letter  to  Professor 
Neill,  of  Philadelphia  :  "  Here  there  was  no  dissenting  voice  in  the  right  quarter, 
that  is,  among  the  profession,  and  I  think  on  the  broad  ground  of  humanity  Dr. 
Morton  has  a  right  to  our  support.  His  misfortunes  entitle  him  to  our  regard 
above  all  other  considerations." 

Dr.  Fordyce  Barker,  of  the  Bellevue  Hospital,  New  York,  in  a  letter  to  Dr. 
Edward  Hartshome,  of  Philadelphia :  "  The  profession  in  this  city  and  in  Boston 
have  with  great  unanimity  made  an  effort  to  induce  the  people  to  bestow  upon 
Dr.  Morton  some  reward  proportioned  to  the  value  of  his  discovery,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  our  brethren  in  Philadelphia  will  join  heartily  in  the  endeavor." 

Dr.  George  T.  Eliot,  of  the  Bellevue  Hospital,  New  York,  in  a  letter  to  Dr. 
Biddle,  of  Philadelphia:  "  I  sincerely  think  that  Dr.  Morton  ought  to  be  placed 
above  the  necessity  for  labor  during  his  life,  and  that  it  is  a  reproach  to  the 
United  States  that  the  government  did  not  behave  differently.  The  feeling  of 
the  profession  here  is  in  favor  of  the  testimonial  in  his  behalf." 

Dr.  Batcheldor,  president  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  New  York,  in  a  letter 
to  Profesor  Meigs,  of  Philadelphia:  "Dr.  William  T.  G.  Morton,  the  discoverer 
of  aneesthesia,  now  so  universally  employed  in  the  alleviation  of  human  suffer- 
ing, in  perfecting  his  discovery  and  in  introducing  it  to  the  world,  has  made 
great  sacrifices,  and  it  is  no  more  than  just  that  he  should  reap  some  reward, 
small  though  it  may  be  in  comparison  to  the  vast  benefits  which  he  has  conferred 
upon  suffering  humanity.  The  appeal  to  the  justice  and  liberality  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  has  been  gladly  seconded  by  the  profession  in  this  city,  and  1  have  no 
doubt  that  such  will  be  the  case  in  your  city." 

Dr.  John  H.  Griscom,  of  the  New  York  Hospital,  in  a  letter  to  Prof.  George 
B.  Wood,  of  Philadelphia :  "  The  medical  profession  of  Boston  and  in  New  York 
have  taken  great  interest  in  the  effort  now  in  progress  to  obtain  from  the  people 
a  testimonial  of  a  substantial  character  in  favor  of  Dr.  Morton,  whose  sacrifices, 
means,  time,  and  health  in  his  devotion  to  the  perfecting  of  this  most  ex- 
traordinary discover}^  render  some  pecuniaiy  return  essential.  We  regard  this 
as  a  truly  national  matter,  to  which  the  profession  of  the  whole  country  should 
lend  their  aid." 

Dr.  Isaac  Wood,  of  the  Bellevue  Hospital,  New  York,  in  a  letter  to  Prof. 
George  B.  Wood,  of  Philadelphia :  "At  a  meeting  of  our  medical  board,  held 
last  evening  at  my  house,  a  resolution  was  unanimously  passed,  to  recommend 
the  testimonial  to  Dr.  Morton  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  board  of  ten  gov- 
ernors of  the  Bellevue  Hospital." 

Prof.  Valentine  Mott,  of  New  York,  in  a  letter  to  Prof.  Pancoast,  of  Phila- 
delphia: "The  profession  here  generally  award  to  Dr.  Morton  the  honor  of  this 
great  discovery.  We  have  been  doing,  for  the  testimonial  to  him,  a  little  in 
this  city." 

Dr.  John  W.  Francis,  of  New  York,  in  a  letter  to  Prof.  Samuel  Jackson,  of 
Philadelphia:  "Something,  our  entire  faculty  have  determined,  must  be  done 
for  Dr.  Morton  as  a  great  benefactor  to  humanity.  In  New  York  we  are  not 
idle.     Our  Bellevue  Hospital,  I  believe,  will  make  a  liberal  donation." 

Dr.  F.  M.  Markoe,  of  the  New  York  Hospital,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Franklin 
Bache,  of  Philadelphia:  "We  have  been  much  interested  in  the  matter  of  the 
testimonial  to  Dr.  Morton,  and  feel  the  conviction  that  not  only  he  is  entitled 
to  the  credit  of  the  discovery  of  this  great  practical  use  of  ether,  but  that  the 
country  owe  him  a  debt  of  gratitude  which  ought  to  take  some  tangible  and 
available  form." 

Prof.  Alfred  C.  Post,  of  New  York,  in  a  letter  to  Prof.  S.  D.  Gross,  of 
Philadelphia:  "I  hope  the  profession,  of  your  city,  wjjl  take  an  interest  in 
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obtaining  from  the  community  some  Bubstantial  acknowledgment  of  the  great 
services  which  Dr.  Morton  has  rendered  to  science  and  humanity. 

"  I  think,  from  the  investigations  which  I  have  made,  that  there  is  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  he  is  entitled  to  the  exclusive  merit  of  introducing  the  valuable 
discovery  which  he  claims  to  have  made,  and  that  the  efforts  which  have  been 
made  by  others  to  deprive  him  of  his  claim  have  been  characterized  by  groes 
injustice." 

Dr.  B.  W.  McCready,  of  the  Bellevue  Hospital,  New  York,  in  a  letter  to  Dr. 
W.  H.  Gobrecht,  of  Philadelphia:  "  It  has  been  deemed  just,  by  the  leading 
medical  men  of  Boston  and  New  York,  that  Dr.  Morton  should  realize  some- 
thing more  from  his  discovery-  than  barren  honors,  to  which  he  has  to  support 
his  claims  at  his  own  expense." 

Prof.  Willard  Parker,  of  New  York,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Allsop :  "  Dr.  Morton 
has  laid  the  civilized  world  under  an  infinite  obligation,  ana  exhausted  his 
means  by  so  doing.  I  am  desirious  that  some  return  should  be  made,  and  he 
be  relieved  from  his  condition  of  want.  In  this  city  a  movement  is  being  made 
in  furtherance  of  this  object." 

Dr.  John  Watson,  of  the  New  York  Hospital,  in  a  letter  to  John  A.  Stevens, 
esq. :  "As  our  national  government  is  not  likely  to  remunerate  Dr.  Morton  for 
the  trouble  and  expense,  not  to  speak  of  loss  of  business,  to  which  he  has  been 
subjected,  American  people  should  take  his  sacrifices  into  serious  consideration, 
and  show  by  their  own  liberality  that  what  the  government  cannot  do,  the 
people  are  not  willing  to  leave  undone." 

Subscriptions  that  head  the  Boston  and  New  York  contributions. 

Board  of  ten  governors  for  the  city  of  New  York,  $1,500 ;  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital,  $1,000 ;  Amos  A.  Lawrence,  $1,000 ;  John  P.  Gushing,  8500 ; 
the  Society  of  the  New  York  Hospital,  $500  ;  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  $250 ;  James  Brown,  $500 ;  John  David  Wolf, 
$250 ;  Peter  Lorillard,  $250 ;  James  Lenox,  $250 ;  Benjamin  L.  Swan,  $100 ; 
George  T.  Trimble,  $100;  Robert  B.  Mintum,  $100;  John  C.  Green,  $100; 
Joseph  Sampson,  $100;  James  Donaldson,  $100;  Henry  Ghauncey,  $100; 
Charles  A.  Davis,  $100 ;  James  Boorman,  $100 ;  George  Griswold,  $100 ; 
Morris  Ketchum,  $150 ;  Robert  Ray,  $100 ;  E.  D.  Morgan  &  Co.,  $100 ;  Jo- 
siah  Macy  &  Sons,  $100  ;  Jonathan  Thorn,  $100 ;  John  Gardner,  $200 ;  Mas- 
sachusetts Charitable  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  $200 ;  Thomas  B.  Curtis,  $100 ; 
Nathaniel  I.  Bowditch,  $600 ;  Charles  H.  Mills,  $100 ;  John  J.  May,  $100 ; 
David  Sears,  $100;  Edward  Wigglesworth,  $100;  James  Bowden  Bradlee, 
$100 ;  Josiah  Bradlee,  $100 ;  James  Lawrence,  $100 ;  John  A.  Lowell,  $100 ; 
Thomas  Lee,  $100;  J.M.Forbes,  $100;  Benjamin  H.  Field,  $100;  Charles 
C.  Goodhue,  $100 ;  S.  L.  Snarez,  $100 ;  William  E.  Wilmarding,  $100 ;  Loril- 
lard Spencer,  $100;  Catharine  L.  Spencer,  $100 ;  Augustus  Belmont,  $100; 
Armstrong  &  Son,  $100 ;  John  Bridge,  $100 ;  B.  M.  Whitlock,  $100 ;  William 
B.  Astor,  $100 ;  Charles  H.  Marshall,  $100 ;  H.  B.  Claflin,  $100 ;  J.  B.  &  W. 
W.  Connel,  $100;  Gardner  Brewer,  $100;  Frederick  Tudor,  $100;  Pierce  & 
Bacon,  $150. 


But  fourteen  years  passed  away  and  tlie  United  States  had  done  nothing  to 
.reward  the  discoverer,  llic  patent  granted  to  him  expired — it  had  produced 
only  annoyance  and  expense ;  but  disheartened  by  the  repeated  failures  of  his 
applications  for  relief,  he  applied  for  its  extension,  which  was  refused  on  techni- 
cal grounds.  The  United  States  has  used  and  continues  to  use  the  discoveiy 
in  surgical  operations,  sometines  to  the  number  of  a  thousand  in  a  day.  It  has 
the  entire  approval  of  the  medical  departments  of  army  and  navy,   greatly 
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mitigatiDg  the  pain  and  suffering  of  the  wounded,  cind  m  most  cases  entirely  re- 
moving it  during  the  performance  of  surgical  operations.  But  as  far  as  the 
United  States  is  concerned,  the  discoverer  has  passed  unrewarded,  and  the  patent 
issued  to  him  to  secure  him  the  benefit  of  his  invention,  which  would  have  been 
respected  and  which  would  have  made  his  fortune  had  it  been  a  new  and 
valuable  improvement  in  making  washboards  or  buttons^  has  been  used  by  the 
United  States  without  respect  to  his  rights,  and  as  by  the  government  so  under 
credit  of  its  example  by  the  people.  In  the  recent  terrible  disaster  of  our  army 
at  Fredericksburg  Dr.  Morton  himself  administered  his  ever  potent  nepenthe 
without  a  single  failure  to  hundreds  of  wounded  men  brought  under  the  probe 
and  knife.  A  view  of  its  benefits  and  effects  by  the  head  of  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  army  of  the  United  States  will  be  presently  introduced,  showing 
that  it  has  lost  none  of  its  value  and  suffered  notning  in  public  estimation  by 
time  and  trials  which  wear  out  and  consume  the  discoverer,  do  but  add  fresh 
triumphs  to  the  discoveiy. 

The  medical  director  of  the  ninth  army  corps,  second  division.  Dr.  Alexander 
T.  Watson,  says : 

"  Dr.  Morton  reported  himself  to  my  field  hospital  after  the  horrible  battle  at 
Fredericksburg,  and  I  gave  the  fullest  scope  in  my  hospital  to  ether  versus  chlo- 
roform, and  from  the  sadly  ample  opportunity  for  testing  both,  I  am  an  etherist. 

"  The  surgeon-in-chief.  Dr.  Calvin  Cutter,  of  Sturgis  field  hospital,  and  his 
operative  staff,  Drs.  Leonard,  Hassock,  and  Webster,  in  a  communication  to  Dr. 
Morton  immediately  after  the  battle  at  Fredericksburg,  state  that  they  could  not 
have  performed  so  many  needful  operations  and  so  well  without  anaesthetics. 
Their  use  not  only  entirely  prevented  or  greatly  mitigated  the  sufferings  of  the 
patients,  but  it  very  materially  lessened  the  embarrassment  of  the  operating 
surgeon. 

"  We  deemed  the  success  good— 7no  patient  died  during  the  operation  or  im- 
mediately subsequent  from  shock  of  operation. 

"  Permit  us  to  return  thanks  for  the  administration  of  anaesthetics  to  the  pa- 
tients by  yourself.     It  was  essential  aid  to  our  surgeons." 

One  plain  proposition  should  at  least  be  borne  in  mind,  and  honestly  responded 
to.  Dr.  Morton  was  the  patentee.  The  United  States  has  used  it  with  advan- 
tage which  cannot  be  estimated,  even  counting  by  millions.  What  answer  can  be 
given  when  the  patentee  claims  a  moderate  and  reasonable  compensation,  enough 
to  pay  him  fairly  for  his  time,  toil,  and  expense  in  discovering,  perfecting,  and 
giving  it  to  his  country  ?  It  will  not  do  to  say  that  others  claim  the  discovery. 
There  is  no  other  patentee ;  and  it  is  clear,  beyond  controversy,  that  whatever 
others  may  have  thought  and  reasoned  and  hoped  and  suggested^  no  one  but  he 
gave  it  to  the  public  and  the  world.  Dr.  Morton  alone  brought  it  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  medical  faculty ;  he  lived  and  moved  and  had  his  being  in  the  dis- 
covery. When  it  was  attacked,  he  alone  defended  it,  and  he  exhausted  his  health, 
and  strength,  and  fortune  to  make  it  triumphant,  and  in  the  language  of  the  re- 
port of  the  trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  "  it  is  a  mortifying 
fact  that  Dr.  Morton's  pecuniary  affairs  have  become  enabarrassed  in  consequence 
of  the  interruption  of  his  regular  business,  resulting  from  his  efforts  and  experi- 
ments in  establishing  this  great  tnith,  and  that  his  health  has  also  severely  suf- 
fered from  the  same  cause,  so  that  he  can  devote  only  a  small  part  of  each  day 
to  his  professional  labors.  He  became  poor  in  a  cause  which  has  made  the 
world  his  debtor.  The  committee  have  the  highest  medical  authority  (that  of 
Dr.  Homans)  for  saying  that,  from  living  so  much  of  late  in  an  atmosphere  of 
ether,  and  from  the  anxiety  attending  the  various  trials  and  experiments  con- 
nected with  the  discovery,  and  from  the  excitement  caused  by  the  controversies 
which  it  has  occasioned,  the  health  of  Dr.  Morton  has  iJecome  such  that  he  is  unable 
to  attend  to  his  professional  duties  to  any  extent." 

Whatever  others  may  claim,  without  him,  or  some  other  possible  person  not 
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now  in  conflict  with  him,  the  discovery  would  have  been  yet  with  the  foture — 
in  the  womb  of  time.  To  him,  and  to  him  alone,  in  the  opinion  of  year  com- 
mittee, is  therefore  due  the  reward,  and  it  should  at  last  be  rendered  to  him 
with  no  grudging  or  stinted  hand;  and  waiving  the  obvious  ground  of  compen- 
sation just  considered,  your  committee  entertain  no  doubt  that  Dr.  Morton  was, 
in  the  just  and  practical  sense  of  the  term,  the  sole  and  original  first  discoverer 
of  the  application  of  sulphuric  ether  as  an  anaesthetic  agent.  They  found  their 
opinion  on  the  evidence,  and  it  is  supported  and  strengthened  by  the  expressed 
and  well-reasoned  opinion  of  the  several  committees  of  Congress  to  whom  the 
subject  was  successively  referred,  and  especially  by  the  opinion  of  the  medical 
faculty  of  Boston,  a  most  intelligent  jury  of  the  vicinage,  and  the  faculties  of 
New  York  and  Philadelphia,  who  brought  to  the  question  a  high  and  disinter- 
ested inteUigence.  On  the  whole,  no  doubt  as  to  this  is  left  on  the  mind  of  your 
committee,  but  the  evidence  as  to  conflicting  claims  will  be  considered  more 
fully  in  the  sequel. 

The  question  of  who  was  the  discoverer  being  thus,  as  the  committee  trust, 
placed  beyond  dispute,  they  turn  their  attention  next  to  the  value  of  the  discovery. 

It  supplies  a  desideratum  long  sought  by  surgeons  for  the  relief  of  the  excru- 
ciating pain  they  were  necessarily  obliged  to  inflict  in  the  practice  of  their  pro- 
fession. They  had,  as  heretofore  stated,  vainly  attempted  this  relief  by  the 
use  of  opiates,  extract  of  hemp,  mesmerism,  &c.,  but  none  fulfilled  the  desired 
purpose ;  and  their  suggestion  of  the  necessity  to  life  or  limb  of  an  operation 
was  apparently  ever  doomed  to  be  accompanied  with  the  (to  many)  all-absorbiog 
feeling  of  ten-or  of  the  pain  which  there  was  no  means  of  avoiding.  Dread  of 
pain  has  not  unfrequenuy  deterred  from  submission  to  operations  necessary  to 
the  preservation  of  life.  In  other  cases,  where  this  dread  was  overcome  and 
the  operation  performed,  the  severity  of  the  suffering  and  the  shock  to  the  sys- 
tem have  been  large  elements  in  the  production  of  a  fatal  result.  Since  the 
introduction  of  etherization,  both  the  patient*  and  surgeon  approach  the  opera- 
tion with  feelings  entirely  different  from  those  formerly  entertained  under  similar 
circumstances.  The  latter  is  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  witnessing  those 
manifestations  of  pain  which  his  instruments  formerly  produced,  and  to  ever 
become  indifferent  to  which  he  must  be  more  or  less  than  human,  while  the 
former  looks  only  to  the  end  to  be  attained — the  restoration  to  health — ^there 
being  no  intermediate  pain  to  excite  his  dread  and  fix  his  exclusive  attention. 
For  screaming,  and  struggles,  and  intense  suffering  under  the  surgeon's  knife, 
etherization  has  substituted  more  or  less  complete  exemption  from  pain,  asso- 
ciated in  some  with  the  quietude,  mental  and  corporeal,  of  deep  sleep  ;  in  others, 
with  pleasing  dreams,  imaginary  busy  scenes,  and  sweet  music ;  and  in  others, 
with  a  perfect  consciousness  of  surrounding  objects  and  events,  making  the 
patient,  perhaps,  not  among  the  least  calm  or  most  anxious  spectators  of  the 
operation. 

And  its  benefits  are  by  no  means  confined  to  surgical  patients  and  surgical 
practice.  The  obstetrician  finds  in  it  the  means  of  alleviating  that  distress  with 
which  woman  has  ever  heretofore  been  cursed,  when  in  the  act  of  becoming  a 
mother.  And  who  would  not  hail  with  delight  any  means  of  ministering  com- 
fort to  her  who  bears  the  holy  name  of  mother  ?  To  the  physician  it  affords 
one  of  the  most  useful,  as  it  is  one  of  his  most  prompt,  remedies.  He,  too,  is 
often  compelled  to  be  the  spectator  of  severe  pain  and  distress,  for  the  allevia- 
tion of  which  his  before  known  remedies  were  powerless.  He,  before,  had  no 
reliable  means  of  relieving  the  spasms  of  tetanus ;  he  not  unfrequently  failed 
to  procure  sleep  in  delirium  tremens^  when  the  question  is  one  of  sleep  or  death: 
his  before  palliative  remedy  (opium)  for  the  pain  of  colic,  too  often  purchased 
temporary  relief  at  the  expanse  of  an  aggravation  of  the  cause  of  the  disease, 
and  of  increased  difiiculties  in  its  cure;  and  he  occasionally  witnessed  the 
breaking  up  of  the  system  of  a  neuralgic  patient,  more  as  a  consequence  of  the 
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repeated  large  doses  of  opium  to  which  he  was  constrained  to  resort  for  the 
mitigation  of  his  paroxysms,  during  the  slow  progress  of  curative  remedies, 
than  of  the  disease  itself.  But  an  enumeration  of  all,  or  of  any  considerable 
number  of  the  cases  in  which  he  finds  it  useful,  nay,  indispensable,  is  neither 
required,  nor  would  it  be  proper  in  a  paper  of  this  character. 

Being  of  indispensable  value  to  all,  as  all  are  liable  to  require  its  use,  the 
committee  deem  the  discoverer  entitled  to  reward,  as  a  benefactor  of  the  human 
race.  Great  Britain,  France,  and  all  other  enlightened  nations,  have,  from  time 
immemorial,  rewarded  munificently  such  services  to  humanity.  The  British 
Parliament,  by  two  successive  statutes,  bestowed  upon  Jenner  the  sums  of  ten 
thousand  and  twenty  thousand  pounds  for  the  discovery  of  vaccination.  The 
world  has  as  yet  produced  but  one  great  improvement  in  the  healing  art  deserving 
to  be  ranked  with  that  of  Jenner.  America,  by  annihilating  pain,  has  done  as 
much  for  the  benefit  of  the  race  as  England  did  when  she  furnished  the  instru- 
ment by  which  the  small-pox  may  be  finally  exterminated. 

Alike  honorable  to  themselves  and  to  our  own  countryman.  Professor  Morse, 
several  of  the  principal  governments  of  Europe  joined  in  presenting  him  an 
honorary  testimonial  of  eighty  thousand  dollars  for  the  telegraph  discovery. 
What,  we  ask,  would  England  have  done  had  she  the  glory  of  counting  etheri- 
zation among  her  achievements  ? 

Congress  has  frequently  rewarded  individuals  for  discoveries  of  limited  import- 
ance, which  in  nowise  entitled  them  to  a  place  among  the  benefactors  of  man- 
kind.    Dr.  Borland,  in  a  speech  upon  this  subject  during  33d  Congress,  said  : 

**  In  the  next  place,  lest  it  might  occur  to  the  minds  of  some  that  purchasing 
the  right  from  a  patentee  to  use  a  valuable  discovery  is  a  new  thing  in  our  gov- 
ernment, I  beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  the  records,  which  show  that  it  is  no 
new  practice,  but  for  years  and  y  ears  has  been  repeated  over  and  over  again.  I  will 
cite  a  few  cases.  We  paid  for  the  right  to  make  anchors  of  a  certain  form  for  the 
navy,  $1,500;  for  the  use  of  circular  bullet  moulds,  $5,000;  for  the  use  of  gas  in 
vapor  baths,  $5,000;  for  elevating  and  pointing  heavy  cannon,  $20,000;  for  the 
right  to  use  patent  anti«attrition  metal,  $20,000.  We  paid  to  the  heirs  of  Rob- 
ert Fulton,  for  benefits  conferred  by  his  improvements  in  steam  navigation, 
$76,300.  We  paid  for  Mix's  manger  stopper,  used  in  the  cavalry  service, 
$3,000.  We  paid  to  Dr.  I^ocke,  for  the  use  of  his  magnetic  clock,  $10,000.  We 
paid  to  McCulloch  &  Booth,  for  the  right  to  use  the  improved  method  of  refining 
our  argentiferous  gold  bullion,  $25,000;  thus  making  an  aggregate  of  $165,000 
paid  in  these  cases.  But,  in  addition  to  these,  there  have  been  nimierous  instances 
in  which  patent  rights,  or  the  privilege  of  using  in  the  service  of  the  gov- 
ernment patented  aiticles,  have  been  purchased  by  the  departments,  some  of 
which  instances  I  find  cited  in  connexion  with  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  which  were  paid  $178,032 — making 
an  aggregate  of  $343,000  paid  by  the  United  States  for  patents  and  the  use  of 
patented  articles. 

"  Since  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Senate,  when  meritorious  individuals  have 
come  before  us,  who  had  made  important  discoveries,  we  have  aided  them  to  test 
their  discoveries  by  appropriations,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  $120,000. 

"  I  mention  these  facts  to  show  that  precedents  are  all  in  favor  of  such  use  of 
the  public  money  to  enable  the  government  to  avail  itself  of  important  discov- 
eries." 

Though  fully  satisfied  of  the  value  of  the  discovery,  the  committee  thought 
it  not  proper  to  act  upon  their  own  unaided  opinion.  The  chairman  addressed 
letters  to  the  medical  Dureaus  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  particular  attention  is 
invited  to  their  answers  and  to  the  replies  of  the  former  heads  of  those  depart- 
ments, also  to  extracts  from  letters  from  the  surgeons  in  the  government  service, 
and  the  medical  profession  generally,  which  were  published  in  a  former  report. 
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Surgeon  General's  Ofpicb, 
Washington  City,  D.  C„  February  3,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  this  day  received,  inquiring 
whether  anaesthetics  are  generally  used  in  the  surgical  operations  performed  by 
the  surgeons  in  the  service  of  this  government,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon 
that  anaesthetics,  viz :  ether  and  chloroform,  are  habitually  and  constantly  em- 
ployed in  the  surgical  operations  performed  by  the  surgeons  of  the  United 
States  army,  regular  and  volunteer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  R.  SMITH, 
Acting  Surgeon  General. 
Hon.  Henry  Wilson, 

United  States  Senate, 

Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  February  2,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  29th  ultimo,  inquiring  whether  or  not  anaesthetics  are  generally  used  in  the 

surgical  operations  performed  by  the  surgeons  in  the  service  of  this  government. 

*******  *  •• 

I  beg  leave  to  state,  in  reply,  that  anaesthetics  have  come  into  such  general 
use  that  a  surgical  operation  performed  without  such  agents  may  be  regarded  as 

the  exception  to  an  almost  universal  rule  in  this  as  in  other  countries. 

•  *•**•••  •• 

In  the  Crimea  alone,  according  to  the  calculations  of  Mr.  Scrive,  it  was 
administered  to  more  than  twenty  thousand  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  WHELAN. 
Hon.  Henry  Wilson, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  U,  S.  Senate, 

Surgeon  General's  Office,  March  1,  1852. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  verbal  request  to  be  fomished  with  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  employment  of  anaesthetic  agents  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  and  also  for  an  expression  of  opinion  as  to  the  value  and  importance  of 
this  class  of  remedial  agents,  I  have  to  state : 

That  sulphuric  ether  and  chloroform  were  used  to  some  extent  in  the  militaiy 
hospitals  established  at  the  theatre  of  war  in  Mexico,  but  the  use  of  those  articles 
was  not  so  general  &s  at  present,  for  the  reason  that  the  apparatus  at  that  time 
believed  to  be  essential  to  their  proper  and  safe  administration  was  not  adapted 
to  service  in  the  field. 

At  the  present  moment  it  is  believed  that  no  surgical  operation  of  importance 
is  performed  by  the  medical  officers  of  the  army  without  the  aid  of  some  anaes- 
thetic agent. 

Previous  to  the  discovery  of  this  new  application  of  sulphuric  ether,  the  an- 
nual supply  of  that  medicine  was  one  pound  for  every  hundred  men.  On  the 
revision  of  the  standard  supply  table,  by  a  board  of  medical  officers  in  1849,  the 
pure  washed  sulphuric  ether  was  substituted  for  the  ordinary  sulphuric  ether, 
and  the  quantity  allowed  was  increased  one  hundred  per  cent.  At  the  same 
time  another  anaesthetic  agent,  the  tincture  of  chloroform,  commonly  called  chloric 
ether,  was  added  to  the  supply  table,  and  is  now  regularly  furnished  to  the  med- 
ical officers  in  such  quantities  as,  in  connexion  with  the  sulphuric  ether,  will 
suffice  to  meet  all  the  demands  of  the  service  in  this  particular. 

Although  the  discovery  of  this  new  therapeutic  effect  of  sulphuric  ether  has 
led  to  the  introduction  and  employment  of  other  anaesthetic  agents,  this  does  not 
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in  any  way  militate  against  the  merits  of  the  original  discovery,  which  I  regard 
as  one  of  the  most  important  and  valuable  contributions  to  medical  science,  and 
to  the  relief  of  suffering  humanity,  which  has  ever  been  made,  the  only  discov- 
ery to  be  compared  therewith  being  that  of  vaccination,  which  has  rendered  the 
name  of  Jenner  immortal. 

Through  the  influence  of  these  remedial  agents,  the  surgeon  is  not  only  en- 
abled to  perform  the  most  extensive  and  difficult  operations,  undisturbed  by  the 
cries  and  struggles  of  the  patient,  but  what  is  of  far  greater  importance,  the  pa- 
tient, being  rendered  insensible,  escapes  that  shock  to  the  nervous  system  which 
in  itself  is  not  unfrequently  fatal.  For  this  reason  operations  can  now  be  per- 
formed with  much  more  safety  than  heretofore,  and  that,  too,  in  cases  in  which 
the  attempt  to  perform  them  would  have  been  forbidden  by  the  general  condition 
of  the  patient. 

To  the  physician  this  class  of  remedial  agents  promises  to  be  of  the  greatest 
utility,  though  their  application  in  the  treatment  of  disease  has  yet  to  be  more 
fully  developed. 

It  will  suffice  at  this  time  to  allude  to  their  employment  for  the  relief  of  suf- 
fering women,  in  the  hour  of  her  greatest  trial,  and  at  the  moment  she  claims  our 
warmest  sympathies.  That  these  agents  can  be  safely  used  in  parturition,  so  as 
to  afford  ftill  and  entire  exemption  from  pain  to  the  mother,  ana  with  safety  both 
to  her  and  to  the  child,  has  been  amply  demonstrated. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  flattering  testimonial 
you  have  received  from  the  National  Institute  of  France  for  this  discovery,  and 
to  express  the  hope  that,  inasmuch  as  it  is  impossible  for  you  to  derive  any  pe- 
cuniary benefit  therefrom  in  ordinary  course  by  letters  patent,  you  may  receive 
from  your  country  that  acknowledgment  of  your  merit  which  is  due  to  one  who 
has  conferred  so  great  a  boon  upon  mankind. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  LAWSON,  Surgeon  General. 

W.  T.  G.  Morton,  M.  D., 

Brotons'  Hotel,  Waihington,  D.  C 

Treasury  Department,  June  25,  1852. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  17th 
instant,  covering  copies  of  a  communication  from  the  Hon.  W.  H.  Bissell,  of  a 
letter  from  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  of  the  navy,  and 
of  a  letter  from  the  surgeon  general  of  the  army,  with  certain  printed  matter, 
all  relating  to  the  memonal  of  Dr.  Wm.  T.  6.  Morton,  asking  remuneration  from 
Congress  for  the  discovery  of  tlie  ansBsthetic  properties  of  sulphtfric  ether. 

An  attentive  examination  of  these  several  documents  has  satisfied  me  that 
sulphuric  ether  and  tincture  of  chloroform  are  very  generally  used  in  the  army 
and  navy  of  the  United  States  as  anaesthetic  agents ;  and  the  decided  testimony 
borne  to  the  merits  of  these  etherial  preparations  by  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery  of  the  navy,  and  the  surgeon  general  of  the  army,  leaves 
no  doubt  upon  my  mind  as  to  their  great  value  in  medical  and  surgical  practice. 
In  addition  to  the  evidence  thus  afforded  in  their  favor,  I  may  mention  the  fact 
that  these  agents  now  form  a  part  of  the  regular  medical  supply  to  the  marine 
hospitals  of  the  United  States,  and  that  they  are  employed  therein  with  very 
general  success. 

Regarding  the  discovery  of  the  anaesthetic  properties  of  sulphuric  ether,  as, 
in  the  language  of  Surgeon  General  Lawson,  "  one  of  the  most  important  and 
valuable  contributions  to  medical  science,  and  to  the  relief  of  suffering  humanity, 
ever  made,"  I  concur  entirely  with  Col.  Bissell  and  yourself,  as  to  the  propriety 
and  justice  of  liberally  compensating  the  patentee,  who  has  not  at  any  time  received 
pecuniary  advantage  from  his  discovery,  and  who  now  appeals  to  the  legislature 
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of  his  country,  on  condition  of  the  surrender  of  his  patent  for  the  benefit  ol 
mankind,  for  proper  remuneration  in  lieu  of  the  gains  that  he  would  have  de- 
rived had  he  been  protected  in  the  use  of  the  rights  conferred  upon  him  by 
letters  patent  of  the  government.  I  therefore  recommend  that  such  reasonable 
and  liberal  sum,  as  the  committee  of  which  you  are  chairman,  may,  in  their  dis- 
cretion, determine  upon,  be  reported  as  a  national  compensation  to  Dr.  Morton, 
and  that  the  same  be  attached,  as  proposed  by  Col.  Bissell,  to  the  **  naval  ap- 
propriation bill "  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  CORWIN. 
Secretary  of  tJie   Treasury. 
Hon.  Frederick  P.  Stanton, 

Chairman  Naval  Committee,  House  Reps. 

War  Department, 
Washington,  June  21,  1852. 
Sir  ;  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  enclosing  sundry  doca- 
ments  relating  to  the  memorial  of  Dr.  WiUiam  T.  G.  Morton,  who  seeks  remn- 
neiation  from  the  government  for  the  discovery  of  the  ansesthetic  properties  of 
sulphuric  ether. 

In  reply  I  beg  leave,  to  state  that  I  have  no  information  on  the  subject  of  this 
discovery  other  than  that  which  I  have  derived  from  public  rumor  and  from  the 
documents  you  enclose,  it  being  exclusively  a  professional  question.  All  the 
information  which  this  department  could  furnish  the  committee  is  contained  in 
the  letter  from  the  surgeon  general,  which  is  among  the  papers  you  enclose. 

Judging  from  this  information,  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  this  discovery 
is  one  of  the  most  valuable  contributions  that  science  has  ever  made  to  the  cau«e 
of  humanity. 

I  do  not  know  what  the  practice  of  the  government  has  been  in  regard  to 
rewarding  individuals  for  inventions  or  discoveries  made  by  them,  or,  at  least, 
compensating  them  for  the  use  of  them  in  the  public  service,  but  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  if  it  has  been  the  practice  of  Congress  to  grant  such  rewards  or  com- 
pensation, Dr.  Morton's  claim  is  fairly  entitled  to  the  most  liberal  consideration. 
Very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CONRAD.    ^ 
Secretary  of  War, 
Hon.  Frederick  P.  Stanton, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  House  of  Reps. 

Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery, 

June  29, 1852. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  in 
relation  to  the  memorial  of  Dr.  W.  T.  G.  Morton,  asking  of  Congress  remunera- 
tion for  the  discovery  of  the  anaesthetic  properties  of  sulphuric  ether,  and  calling 
upon  me  for  a  statement  as  to  the  basis  on  which  the  claim  is  founded,  with  an 
estimate  of  the  amount  to  which,  in  my  opinion,  he  is  entitled,  on  the  score  of 
the  benefits  and  advantages  resulting  from  its  use  in  the  naval  service. 

As  the  views  of  the  bureau  in  regard  to  the  importance  of  this  discovery  have 
been  already  expressed  in  a  communication  to  Dr.  Morton,  I  beg  leave  to  ex- 
tract so  much  of  it  as  relates  to  this  branch  of  the  subject. 

"  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  as  to  the  importance  attached  to  the  late  discovery 
of  etherization,  by  the  medical  corps  of  the  navy,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  express 
the  high  sense  they  entertain  of  its  utility,  not  only  in  surgical  practice,  but  as  a 
powerful  agent  in  many  painful  aflfections  which  have  resisted  the  ordinary 
remedies.    This  opinion  is  strengthened  by  the  concurrent  testimony  of  the 
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ablest  civil  practitioners  of  our  own  country,  with  the  emphatic  indorsement  of 
its  value  by  the  best  British  and  continental  surgeons. 

"  The  gist  of  this  discovery  consists  in  finding  that  nervous  perception  is 
suspended  under  the  influence  of  the  etherial  inhalation ;  and,  while  suspended, 
that  the  patient  is  unconscious  of  pain  under  the  operation  of  the  knife.  In 
addition  to  the  great  benefit  derived  from  its  use,  in  alleviating  pain,  it  has  a 
decided  effect  in  diminishing  mortality.  Its  advantage  in  this  respect  appears 
to  be  in  saving  the  system  from  the  severe  shock  and  nervous  exhaustion  which 
attend  most  of  the  graver  surgical  operations,  and  which  of  themselves  often 
prove  fatal. 

"  It  dispels  the  fear  of  pain  which  formerly  prevented  many  from  submitting 
to  an  operation,  or  induced  them  to  defer  until  too  late. 

"  It  enables  the  surgeon,  also,  to  operate  coolly,  and  effectually,  undisturbed 
by  the  cries  and  struggles  of  the  patient,  which  sometimes  unnerves  the  steadiest 
hand,  and  render  abortive  the  best  directed  efforts.'' 

In  regard  to  the  grounds  on  which  Dr.  Morton  bases  his  claim  to  pecuniary 
remuneration  from  the  government,  I  would  state  that  from  the  peculiar  nature 
of  the  discovery,  it  is  impossible  to  protect  the  inventor  in  the  exclusive  advan- 
tage of  it  by  letters  patent.  The  novelty  of  the  discovery  consists  in  the  new 
application  of  an.  old  remedial  agent,  and  the  privilege  of  using  it,  on  the  part  of 
the  profession  at  large,  cannot  be  practically  curtailed  by  statutory  enactment. 
The  inventor  is  thus  deprived  of  the  pecuniary  advantages  of  his  discovery,  and 
is  justified  in  appealing  to  the  government,  which  also  largely  avails  itself  of 
the  benefits  derived  from  it,  for  relief. 

It  will  be  difiicult  to  estimate  the  amount  which  the  inventor  may  reasonably 
ask  of  the  government  in  consideration  of  the  advantages  attending  its  use  in 
the  two  services.  For  the  reasons  above  mentioned,  the  cost  of  the  ether  itself 
cannot  enter  as  an  element  into  the  calculation,  and  the  fairest  estimate,  X  con- 
ceive, might  be  more  nearly  approximated  by  the  amount  one  would  be  willing 
to  give  to  be  rescued  from  impending  death,  or  to  be  relieved  firom  urgent  and 
intolerable  pain. 

I  would  express  the  opinion,  however,  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
doUarst  proposed  by  the  select  committee  of  the  House  .of  j^presentatives  as  a 
compensation  to  the  inventor,  is  nothing  more  than  a  fair  equivalent  for  the  im- 
mense advantage  resulting  to  the  government  and  country  from  this  important 
discovery. 

I  am,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  HAHRIS. 
Chief  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery, 

Hon.  Wm.  a.  Graham, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  Watson^  M.  D, 

New  York  Hospital,  January  10,  1852. 
The  wonderful  action  of  ether  and  the  other  anaesthetics  in  alleviating  suffer- 
ing, and  in  overcoming  spasm  and  muscular  resistance  during  the  most  protracted, 
difficult,  and  delicate  surgical  membulations,  is  sufficient  to  place  them  among 
the  most  useful  discoveries  that  ever  have  been  effected,  and  to  entitle  Dr.  Mor- 
tont  who  first  demonstrated  the  anmsthetic  properties  and  use  of  sulphuric  ether ^ 
to  the  gratitude  of  his  countrymenf  and  to  give  him  rank  among  the  benefactors 
of  the  human  race. 

I  remain,  with  becoming  respect, 

JNO.  WATSON. 

GbOROB  NbWBOLD,  Esq.  Digitized  by  ^^  ^  ^r^'^^ 
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West  Point,  New  York,  February  14,  1852. 

Both  ether  and  chloroform  arc  used  as  an  Aesthetic  agents  in  the  army. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ohedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  CUYLER, 

Surgeon  U.  S,  Army. 
Hon.  W.  H.  BissBLL,  Chairman^  Sfc. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  February  12,  1852. 
Ether  was  first  used  hy  the  army  early  in  1847,  during  the  Mexican  war. 
more  particularly  on  General  Scott's  line ;  as  at  that  period  a  complicated  and 
fragile  inhalator  was  employed  for  its  use.  Of  the  numher  of  instruments  sent 
to  the  army,  two  intended  for  the  Rio  Grande  line  were  broken  in  the  transpor- 
tation, hence  the  ether  was  little  used,  if  at  all,  on  that  line.  The  chloroform 
was  early  introduced  in  the  army,  not  soon  enough  to  have  had  experience  of 
it  or  chloric  ether  during  the  war.  It  is  now  one  of  the  principal  articles  of  our 
medical  supplies,  and  is  in  general  use. 

The  chloroform  is  as  highly  esteemed  by  the  medical  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy  as  by  the  surgeons  in  general  practice ;  it  is  certainly  an  inestimable  boon 
to  suffering  humanity.  To  my  knowledge  no  important  surgical  operation,  in- 
cluding reduction  of  dislocations,  fractures,  &c.,  is  performed  in  the  army  with- 
out its  being  employed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  ABADIE, 
Assistant  Surgeon  U.  <S.  Army. 
Hon.  W.  H.  BissELL,  Chairman,  ifc. 

Fort  Adams,  R.  L,  February  10,  1852. 

I  have  no  doubt  their  effect  is  gretitly  to  lessen  mortality  in  surgical  operations. 
Most  respectfully  your  obodient  servant, 

R.  8.  SATTERLEE, 

Surgeon  U.  S.  Army. 
Hon.  W.  H,  BissBLL,  Chairman,  Sfc. 

West  Point.  N.  Y.,  February  12,  1852. 

Says  it  was  introduced  into  the  Mexican  war.  **  I  shall  consider  it  the 
greatest  boon  of  the  soldier." 

"J.  SIMONS, 
«  AmsU.  Surg,  a  S.  Army:' 

Athens,  Georgia,  February  9,  1852. 
I  reply,  that  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  to  my  knowledge,  both  ether 
and  chloroform  are  used  as  anoesthctic  agents. 

That  the  discovery  is  of  American  origin,  and  due  to  Dr.  Morton,  seems  so 
well  established  and  believed  that  it  is  needless  for  me  to  add  anything  on  thi? 
head.  The  memory  of  such  a  man  should  be  written  "t«  tgrea  perenes;**  and 
it  would  reflect  honor  upon  his  country  to  reward  his  labors  while  living.  Such 
a  man  can  proudly  exclaim  with  the  immortal  Tycho  Broke,  "  I  have  not  li%*ed 
in  vain." 

A.  A.  FRANKLIN  HILL. 

jIwV.  Surg.  U.  S.  Army. 
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Nbw  York,  January  3,  1852. 

I  would  state  that  snlphuric  ether  and  tincture  of  chloroform  are  among  the 
medical  supplies  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  army.  • 

T.  G.  MOWER, 

Surgeon  U,  S.  Army. 

New  York,  January  31,  1852. 
Chloroform  and  sulphuric  ether  are,  I  helieve,  furnished  generally  to  the 
m^nj.     •     •     ♦     The  effect  of  these  agents  is  wonderful  and  most  valuahlein 
lessening  pain  and  suffering. 

ROBERT  MURRAY, 
Assistant  Surgeon  U,  S.  Army. 

Philadelphia,  January  27,  1852. 
And  so  far  as  my  ohsenration  extends,  (having  witnessed  a  large  number  of 
most  painful  operations  under  the  influence  of  ether,)  I  can  but  consider  the  dis- 
covery of  the  properties  of  these  agents  as  the  greatest  boon  that  poor  suffering 
humanity  has  ever  received. 

W.  WHEATON. 

Surgeon  U,  S,  Army, 

FoBT  Washington,  Indiana,  January  27,  1852. 
Medical  officers  are  supplied  with  chloroform  for  the  use  of  the  army.     *     • 
I  have  used  it  myself. 

LEWIS  A.  EDWARDS, 

Surgeon  U,  S,  Army, 

Germantown,  January  26,  1852. 

Some  of  these  agents  are  always  added  to  the  requisitions  of  medical  surgeons. 

O.  J.  WEBSTER, 
Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  Army. 

Fort  Moultrie, 
Charleston  Harhory  S.  C,  February  19,  1852. 
Sulphuric  ether  was  used  in  the  general  hospital  at  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico,  in 
the  summer  of  1847.     I  had  charge  of  that  hospital. 

J.  B.  PORTER,  M.  D., 

Surgeon  U.  S.  Army, 

Plattsburo  Barracks,  New  York. 

I  have  used  ether,  as  before  stated,  for  many  years. 

J.  MAKLIN, 
Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  Army. 

Jefferson  Barracks,  Missouri. 

C.  A.  Finley,  surgeon  United  States  army,  uses  it,  and  says :  "  As  an  alle- 
viator of  human  suffering,  I  consider  it  the  most  important  discovery  that  has 
been  made  since  the  days  of  Jenner." 

Fort  Meade,  Florida. 

Jona.  Letturman,  assistant  surgeon  United  States  army,  says  he  uses  them 
in  "  diseases  involving  the  nervous  system,  in  allaying  the  vomiting  of  an  irri- 
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table  stomach,  in  cramp  colic,  and  in  delirium  tremens.  Its  administration  in 
all  was  followed  by  complete  relief.  In  a  case  of  delirium  tremens,  in  which 
all  the  ordinary  remedies  were  used  without  effect,  I  attribute  the  saving  the 
patient's  life  to  the  administration  of  chloroform.'' 

Fort  Scott,  Missouri. 

Joseph  K.  Barnes,  assistant  surgeon  United  States  army,  says :  "  Both  ether 
and  chloroform  have  been,  and  continue  to  be,  used  as  aneesthetic  agents  by 
myself  and  others  in  army  practice.  The  use  of  chloroform,  under  my  imme- 
diate notice,  has  been  confined  to  its  ansesthetic  effects  during  surgical  operations 
of  some  magnitude,  in  which  ^edom  from  pain  on  the  part  of  the  patient  was 
considered  conducive  to  safety  and  celerity  in  operating.  No  medical  officer  is 
likely  to  be  without  them." 

Fort  Dodub,  Iowa. 

Charles  C.  Keeney,  assistant  surgeon  United  States  army,  says :  "  Eth^r  and 
chloroform  are  both  used  as  anesthetic  agents  in  the  army.  They  are  used  to 
a  great  extent  in  neuralgic  diseases,  and  in  amputations  of  the  extremities,  and 
extirpation  of  various  tumors,  all  with  remarkable  good  effect  in  annulling  sen- 
sation and  voluntary  motion.  Where  I  have  been  stationed  they  have  been 
used  to  a  great  extent." 

Fort  Ripley,  Minnesota  Territory. 

J.  Fraader  Head,  assistant  surgeon  United  States  army,  uses  them,  and  says: 
"As  in  many  important  operations  in  surgery  the  nervous  shock  reaulting  bom 
the  pain  experienced  is  an  element  of  great  importance  in  determining  the  issue 
of  the  case,  an  agent  which  removes  this  element  with  comparative  safety,  and 
no  bad  influence  to  counterbalance  this  advantage,  cannot  fail  to  diminish  the 
mortality  attendant  upon  such  operations." 

United  States  Naval  Hospital, 

Port9mofUh,  Virginia. 
N.  G.  Barrabino,  surgeon  United  States  navy,  says  ether  and  chloroform  is 
used  both  in  the  army  and  navy,  and  is  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  their  use 
lessens  mortality. 

Fort  McIntosh,  Loredo,  Texas, 
(x.  Pierce,  assistant  surgeon  United  States  army,  uses  them,  and  says:  "I 
am  inclined  to  form  a  very  high  opinion  of  chloroform  as  a  remedial  agent." 

Fort  Webster,  New  Mexico,  May  21,  1852. 

Sir  :  It  gives  me  pleasure,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  to  enclose  to 
you  the  accompanying  table.  My  experience  in  the  larger  amputations  is,  yon 
will  perceive,  small,  but  favorable  in  the  highest  degree  to  the  good  effects  of 
etherization.    Wishing  you  success, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  A.  HAMMOND, 

Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  Army. 
Dr.  W.  T.  G.  Morton,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Fort  Duncan,  Tex€u. 

All  my  experience  regarding  ansesthetic  agents  has  been  in  parturition,  and  I 
can  assure  you  that  the  effect  has  always  exceeded  my  most  sanguine  hopes. 

GEORGE  E.  COOPER, 

Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  Army. 
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Baltimore,  February  2,  1852. 

That  the  discoreiy  of  an  agent  which  assuages  or  annihilates  the  severe  pain 
often  experienced  in  diseases,  necessarily  inflicted  to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  in 
operations  on  the  human  body,  and,  generally,  incident  to  the  condition  of  the 
female  in  the  act  of  parturition  should,  at  the  very  first  blush,'commend  itself  to 
the  acceptance  of  all  mankind,  and  that  the  discoverer  of  such  an  agent  should 
be  regarded  as  having  conferred  the  highest  earthly  boon  on  afflicted  humanity^ 
are  propositions  too  obvious  to  need  the  slightest  argument  to  enforce  them. 

Whether  ether  or  chloroform  is  used  in  the  armj  for  anaesthetic  purposes  I 
have  no  means  of  knowing,  but  it  is  certainly  so  used  in  the  practice  of  the 
navy. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BEALE,  M.  D., 


Hon.  W-.  H.  BissELL,  Chairman,  dc. 


Surgeon  United  States  Navy, 


Naval  Rendezvous, 
New  York,  February  7.  1852. 

By  most  of  the  medical  profession  these  agents  are  highly  appreciated,  and  it 
is  believed  that  Mr.  Morton,  who  made  public  his  discovery  of  the  anaesthetic 
power  of  ether,  is  deserving  a  public  reinnsurd. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  EDWARDS, 
Surgeon  United  States  Navy. 
Hon.  W.  H.  BissELL,  Chairman,  Sfc, 

Erie,  Pennsylvania,  January  30,  1852. 
I  should  hold  myself  bound  to  use  sometimes  the  one,  sometimes  the  other,  in 
various  conditions  of  disease  and  injury. 

WM.  MAXWELL  WOOD, 

Surgeon  United  States  Navy. 

Norfolk,  February  4,  1852. 

Chloroform  or  sulphuric  ether  are  used  in  the  naval  service  as  an  anaesthetic 
agent. 

They  are  principally  used  in  the  naval  service  to  lessen  pain  and  enable  a 
timid  or  excitable  patient  to  undergo  an  operation. 

JAMES  CORNICK, 
Surgeon  United  States  Navy^ 

Philadelphia. 

That  they  are  used  in  the  army  and  navy.     I  think  they  diminish  mortality.. 

DANIEL  EGBERT, 
Surgeon  United  States  Navy. 

Philadelphia. 

I  have  used  chloroform  as  an  ansBsthetic  agent  in  my  practice  in  the  navy. 

J.  HOPKINSON,  United  States  Navy. 

United  States  Ship  Pennsylvania, 

Norfolk,  Virginia, 
D.  B.  Phillips,  assistant  surgeon  United  States  navy,  uses  them,  and  speaks 
of  them  in  the  highest  terms. 
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Annapolis,  Maryland. 

My  experience  has  been,  as  yet,  limited  to  some  sixteen  surgical  cases.  In 
preventing  the  sufferings  of  surgical  operations,  I  consider  chloric  ether  entitled  to 
rank  as  the  crowning  medical  discovery  of  the  day.  The  cases  in  which  I  used 
it  were  for  the  removal  of  cancerous  breasts  and  large  tumors  situated  in  delicate 
parts.  I  should  strenuously  recommend  its  introduction  on  board  of  our  vessels- 
of-war. 

NINIAN  PINKNEY, 
Surgeon  United  States  Navy. 

United  States  Naval  Hospital,  Chelsea. 

They  are  both  used  as  ansesthetic  agents  in  the  navy. 

S.  RUDENSTEIN. 

United  States  Navy. 

United  States  Ship  Pennsylvania, 

Norfolk,  Virginia, 

Chloroform  is  used  in  the  navy.  Its  use  has  been  confined  to  amputations  and 
other  painful  and  protracted  surgical  operations,  and  with  decided  benefit. 

D.  B.  PHILLIPS. 
Assistant  Surgeon  United  States  Navy. 

Philadelphia. 

Ether  and  chloroform  are  both  employed  as  anaesthetic  agents  in  the  United 
States  navy.    Diminish  mortality  in  a  very  notable  proportion. 

JOHN  O'CONNOR  BARCLAY. 
Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  UniUd  States  Navy. 

United  States  Navy  Yabd, 

Gosport,  Virginia. 
Samuel  Barrington,  surgeon  United  States  navy,  says  they  are  used  in  the 
army  and  navy. 

United  States  Steam  Frigate  San  Jacinto, 

Gosportf  Virginia. 

I  have  witnessed  the  use  of  ether  and  chloroform  as  anaesthetic  agents  in  the 
navy.  These  agents  have  been  very  generally  employed  in  a  great  variety  of 
cases,  and  with  favorable  effect. 

JOHN  H.  WRIGHT, 
Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  United  States  Navy. 

United  States  Naval  Rendezvous, 

Boston,  January  30,  1852. 
I  have  seen  chloroform  used  in  the  navy.     •     ♦     •     I  would  use  it  in  all 
surgical  operations  when  it  was  desirable  to  prevent  pain. 

GEO.  MALTSBY,  United  States  Navy. 

United  States  Marine  Hospital,  St.  Louis. 

My  impression  is,  that  they  are  used  in  the  army  and  navy  to  a  considerable 
extent,  my  impression  being  derived  from  an  acquaintance  with  many  of  the 
medical  staff  of  those  branches  of  the  public  service,  from  their  publications  in 
the  medical  journals  of  the  country,  and  from  their  known  disposition  to  keep 
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pace  with  the  progress  of  science.  They  are  regarded  as  one  of  the  greatest 
gifts  that  science  could  lay  on  the  altar  of  humanity.  They  have  now  been  used 
on  perhaps  millions  of  persons,  indiscriminately,  in  both  hemispheres. 

CHAS.  A.  POPE,  United  States  Navy. 

United  States  Marine  Hospital, 

New  Orleafu,  Fedruary  17,  1852. 
As  regards  the  use  of  ansesthetic  agents,  we  have  invariably  employed  chlo- 
roform in  operations ;  also  for  perineal  section,  for  stricture  of  the  urethra,  and 
minor  surgery,  without  any  unpleasant  results,  and,  I  think,  with  more  favora- 
ble convalescence. 

P.  B.  McKELVEY, 
Principal  Phyncian  and  Surgeon, 

Dr.  J.  H.  Hojpkinson,  United  States  navy,  uses  chloroform. 

William  Lowber,  United  States  navy,  says  ether  and  chloroform  are  cised, 

John  H.  Wright,  passed  assistant  surgeon  United  States  navy,  uses  them. 

D.  B.  Phillips,  assistant  surgeon  United  States  navy,  has  used  them. 

John  L.  Fox,  surgeon  United  States  naval  hospital,  Chelsea,  says  he  has  used 
them. 

John  L.  Burtt.  United  States  navy,  United  States  naval  hospital,  New  York, 
uses  chloroform. 

George  Blacknall,  surgeon  United  States  navy,  Norfolk,  Virginia,  says  they 
are  used. 

William  A.  Nelson,  M.  D.,  United  States  navy,  says  it  is  used  in  the  navy. 

D.  S.  Edwards,  surgeon  United  States  navy,  says  ether  and  chloroform  are 
used  in  the  navy. 

Charles  S.  Tripler,  surgeon  United  States  army.  Fort  Gratiot,  Michigan,  uses 
them. 

R.  0.  Wood,  surgeon  United  States  army,  says  it  has  been  used  in  the  army. 

A.  S.  Wotherspoou,  assistant  surgeon  United  States  army — surgeon  general's 
office — bears  testimony  to  its  high  value. 

Josiah  Simpson,  assistant  surgeon  Utiited  States  army,  Fort  Wood,  New  York 
harbor,  uses  ether. 

Dr.  Macklin,  assistant  surgeon  United  States  army,  uses  ether. 

L.  D.  Williams,  Havre  de  Grace,  says  anaesthetic  agents  are  used. 

Ebenezer  Swift,  surgeon  United  States,  Fort  Martin  Scott,  Texas,  uses  anaes- 
thetic agents. 

Dr.  J.  N.  Schoolfield,  marine  hospital,  Norfolk,  Virginia,  use  sansesthetic 
agents. 

Dr.  Henry  S.  Leveret,  United  States  marine  hospital.  Mobile,  uses  anaesthetic 
agents. 

Dr.  William  Ingalls,  United  States  marine  hospital,  Chelsea,  Massachusetts, 
uses  anaesthetic  agents. 

Dr.  M.  L.  Hewitt,  United  States  marine  hospital,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  uses  them. 

Alexander  H.  Hassier,  Texas,  assistant  surgeon  United  States  army,  uses 
anaesthetic  agents. 

Thomas  H.  Williams,  assistant  suj^eon  United  States  army,  Fort  North, 
Texas,  speaks  highly  of  them. 

T.  C.  Madison,  United  States  army,  uses  anaesthetic  agents. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Henry  L  Bowditchy  physician  of  the  Massachusetts 

General  Hospital, 

Boston,  January  4, 1852. 
I  presume  that  the  dicovery  of  the  anaesthetic  properties  of  ether,  and  its  prac- 
tical application  to  medicine,  will  take  a  rank  quite  equal  tq|biyt,9f  ^QgisatipB* 


B6  DR.   WM.   T.    0.  MORTON. 

To  no  one  does  the  world  owe  so  much  for  this  practical  application  as  to  Dr' 
Morton.  In  fact,  I  am  folly  convinced  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  boldnees 
of  that  gentleman  the  worlds  to  the  present  hour,  would  have  been  ignorant  of 
these  peculiar  adaptations  of  ether  to  alleviate  human  suffering. .  I  say  bold- 
ness now.  In  former  times,  howevei-,  I  said  rashneM  ;  for  I  believe  I  may  say, 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  the  medical  profession,  as  a  body,  would  have 
feared  death  as  the  result  ^m  experiments  such  as  are  now  made  daily 
without  the  least  fear.  Dr.  Morton  nas  convinced  us  from  error.  Doubtless  he 
received  sugeestions  from  other  similar  experiments  made  by  several  individ- 
uals, but  to  his  indomitable  perseverance  do  we  JinaUy  owe  all  the  essential 
good  which  the  discoverer  has  bestowed  on  man. 

I  hope,  therefore,  that  Dr.  Morton  will  receive  a  tribute  of  respect  from 
Congress  that  shall  be  commensurate  with  the  great  benefits  that  he  has 
bestowed  upon  the  nation. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

HENRY  I.  BOWDITOH. 

Hon.  W.  H.  BissBLL. 

JE$xtract  of  a  letter  from  Henry  J,  BigelaWf  professor  in  Harvard  VniversUy, 
and  surgeon  in  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 

^  Boston,  January  3,  1852, 

I  trust  that  Dr.  Morton  will  now  at  last  receive  a  substantial  and  liberal 
return  for  his  discovery  that  ether  can  annul  pam — 1  with  safety — ^with  less 
risk,  for  example,  than  everybody  daily  encounters  either  in  walking  or  riding; 
2,  with  certainty  in  every  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  ob't  servant, 

HENEY  J.  BIGELOW. 
W.  H.  BISSBLL,  Chairman,  Spc. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  James  Jackson,  M.  D.,  professor  emeritus  of  theory 
and  practice  of  physic  in  the  University  at  Cambridge,  honorary  member 
of  the  Royal  Medico- Chirurgical  Society  ofLondon,  dsc, 

Boston,  January  5,  1852. 

I  have,  nevertheless,  watched  the  new  use  of  ether  and  chloroform  with 
great  interest  from  the  first  annunciation  of  this  discovery  by  Dr.  Morton;  and 
I  will  say,  in  general,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  exaggerate  the  benefits  of 
these  anaesthetic  agents. 

The  great  and  undoubted  benefits  of  ether  are  shown  in  surgical  and  obstetric 
practice ;  and  I  believe  these  are  such  as  to  entitle  the  discoverer  of  its  good 
efiects,  when  employed  by  inhalation,  to  a  very  large  reward. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  JACKSON. 

Hon.  W.  H.  BissELL. 

In  a  communication  to  the  former  committee  of  the  House,  Dr.  Jackson 
says: 

**  In  my  opinion  Dr.  Morton  is  entitled  to  a  grant  from  Congress,,  for  the 
ether  discovery,  more  than  any  and  all  other  persons  in  the  world." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Richard  Crirdler,  M.  D. 

Boston,  January  27,  1852. 

I  was  present  at  those  operations  when  ether  was  first  administered  at  the 
hospital ;  saw  its  effects  with  admiration  and  astonishment,  and  am  witness  to 
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its  successfal  application  almost  eyery  day;  and  hope  the  committee  will  report 
favorably  npon  the  just  claims  of  Wm.  T.  G.  Morton,  who  I  believe  is  entitled 
to  the  merit  of  the  discoveiy,  and  conseqnentlj  should  receive  a  fitting  reward. 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  GIRDLER, 
Superintendent  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 
Hon.  W.  H.  BissELL. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from   George  Hayward^  M,  D,,  professor  of  Harvard 
University,  and  surgeon  in  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 

BoSTOX,  January  8,  1852. 

I  cannot  close  this  letter  without  saying  that  I  regard  suljphuric  ether,  the 
agent  first  used  by  Dr.  Morton,  as  by  far  the  best  anaesthetic  agent;  that  I 
believe  the  world  are  indebted  to  him  for  its  introduction  into  practice  by 
proving  by  actual  experiment,  what  was  not  before  known  or  generally  believed, 
that  it  could  be  inhaled  with  safety. 

I  certainly  regard  this  discovery  as  one  of  the  greatest  of  the  age,  and  think 
that  Dr.  Morton  is  entitled  to  a  liberal  grant  from  our  country  for  the  benefit 
that  he  has  conferred  on  the  human  race. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  HAYWARD. 

Hon.  W.  H.  BissELL. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  P.  Jackson. 

Boston,  February  4,  1852. 

I  consider  the  discovery  and  introduction  of  sulphuric  ether  as  an  anaesthetic 
agent  to  be  second  to  no  discovery  in  medical  science,  not  even  to  the  discovery 
of  vaccination,  and  that  we  are  solely  indebted  for  its  introduction  by  Dr. 
Wm.  T.  G.  Morton. 

My  opinion  is  that  no  compensation  Congress  can  confer  on  Dr.  Morton  will 
equal  his  deserts,  and  I  really  hope  that  for  once  a  deserving  man  may  receive 
his  recompense  during  his  life,  instead  of  having  a  monument  erected  over  his 
grave.  I  would  say,  in  conclusion,  that  I  have  not  the  slightest  acquaintance 
with  Dr.  Morton,  and  that  I  believe  it  is  the  general  wish  of  the  profession 
in  this  vicinity  that  Dr.  Morton  shall  receive  some  remuneration  for  the  benefits 
he  has  conferred  on  su£fering  humanity. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

THOS.  P.  JACKSON,  M.  D. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Bissbll. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Dr.  Putnam. 

Boston,  February  14,  1852. 

In  regard  to  the  estimate  in  which  I  hold  it,  (ether,)  I  cannot  perhaps  give  a 
more  satisfactory  proof  than  by  stating  that,  immediately  after  my  first  experi- 
ments, I  insisted  on  Dr.  Morton's  acceptance  of  a  small  sum  of  money  in 
acknowledgment  of  my  personal  obligation  to  him,  and  as  an  earnest  of  what  I 
considered  to  be  his  due  from  the  whole  community. 
With  great  respect,  I  am  yours, 

CHAS.  G.  PUTNAM,  M.D. 
The  Committee. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


88  DB.   WM.   T.   G.   MORTON. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Augustus  A,  Goulds  M.  D, 

Boston,  January  15,  1852. 

I  cannot  but  hope  that  Congress  will  do  something  noble  in  this  case.  Other 
nations  have  already  bestowed  honors  and  emoluments  upon  those  thej  have 
deemed  entitled  in  testimonial  of  their  appreciation  of  this  the  greatest  boon 
which  has  yet  been  granted  to  the  keenest  sufferings  of  mankind.  And  it  is  not 
seemly  that  our  own  nation  should  pass  by  in  silence  one  of  the  greatest  and 
most  universally  applicable  discoveries  which  the  world  can  boast  of.  The  per- 
son or  persons  instrumental  in  bestowing  it  deserve  substantial  reward. 

I  have  happened  to  know  every  step  in  the  early  introduction  of  the  use  of 
ether  as  an  anaesthetic  agent.  And  I  am  familiar  with  the  odium,  the  denuncia- 
tions, and  the  persecutions,  and  threatened  persecutions,  which  were  so  liberally 
showered  at  its  introduction.  They  came  from  honest  men,  whose  experience 
had  led  them  to  apprehend  serious  danger.  But  with  firmness  of  purpose,  dis- 
regard of  threats,  and  no  lack  or  stint  of  expense,  the  demonstration  was  soon 
complete,  and  all  rational  opposition  has  long  since  been  silent;  and  now  it  is 
not  only  a  subject  for  national  pride  and  national  gratitude,  but  it  commands  and 
receives  the  gratitude  of  the  world. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUSTUS  A.  GOULD. 

Hon.  W.  H.  BissBLL. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Albion  S.  Dudley,  M,  D. 

Boston,  February  3,  1852. 
Dr.  Morton  certainly  was  the  first  in  this  city  to  reveal  the  aneesthetic  effects 
of  the  sulphuric  ether  to  the  public,  and  successfully  introduce  it  into  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Medical  College,  to  my  certain  knowledge, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  respectfully, 

ALBION  S,  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  W.  H.  BiSSELL. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  A.  L.  Peirson,  M,  D. 

Salem,  January  17,  1852. 

I  have  toiled  through  five  and  thirty  years  of  medical,  and  especially  surgicalt 
practice,  in  a  dense  population,  during  most  of  the  time  in  conscious  need  of 
some  pain-destroyhig  remedy,  and  I  hail  the  discovery  of  the  application  of  the 
properties  of  ether  with  devout  gratitude  to  a  beneficent  Creator,  who  has  vouch- 
safed such  a  blessing  to  suffering  humanity ;  and  with  sincere  thankfulness  to 
Dr.  Morton  as  being  the  efficient  and  fortunate  agent  by  whose  means  it  has 
been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  medical  profession.  For  although  the  inhala- 
tion of  ether,  to  produce  intoxication,  may  not  have  been  a  new  idea  previous  to 
October,  1846,  yet  Dr.  Morton  at  that  time  partially  demonstrated  its  safety, 
utility,  and  applicability  in  making  surgical  operations  painless,  and  was  the 
procuring  cause  of  its  being  now  employed  by  all  classes  of  medical  practitioners 
in  taking  away  that  dread  of  human  nature,  pain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself,  very  respectfully, 

A.  L.  PEIRSON. 

Hon.  W.  H.  BiSSELL. 
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Letter  Jrom  J.  F,  May,  professor  of  surgery  National  Medical  College^  Wash- 

ington. 

Washington,  February  10,  1852. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  circular  requesting  of  me  an  answer  to  the  follow- 
ing inquiries : 

let.  Is  ether  or  chloroform  used  as  an  anaesthetic  agent  in  your  institution  ? 

2d.  If  used,  to  what  extent,  in  what  classes  of  diseases,  or  of  operations,  and 
with  what  effect  1 

3d.  What,  in  your  opinion,  is  their  effect  in  diminishing  mortality  ? 

4th.  To  what  extent,  in  what  classes  of  cases,  and  with  what  result  are  they 
used  in  private  practice  in  your  vicinity  ? 

5th.  In  what  appreciation  are  they  held  by  the  medical  faculty  within  your 
knowledge  1 

I  reply : 

1st.  Chloric  ether  is  always  used  by  me  and  my  colleagues  as  an  anaesthetic 
agent  in  every  operation  of  any  importance  that  is  performed  in  the  Washington 
Infirmary,  of  which  institution  I  am  one  of  the  surgeons. 

2d.  For  more  than  three  years  I  have  constantly  used  it,  both  in  hospital  and 
in  private  practice,  and  it  has  never  in  a  single  instance  disappointed  me  in  pro- 
ducing insensibility  to  pain,  and  I  have  never  found  its  administration  to  be  at- 
tended or  followed  by  any  serious  result.  I  have  given  it  at  all  ages,  from  the 
tender  infant  to  the  old  and  infirm  man,  and  from  a  few  moments  to  more  than 
an  hour  at  a  time.  I  have  performed  under  its  influence  many  of  the  most  im- 
portant and  capital  operations  of  surgeiy ;  among  which  I  may  mention  lithotomy, 
strangulated  hernia,  the  removal  of  tumors  from  various  regions,  the  different 
amputations  of  boUi  the  upper  and  lower  extremities,  from  the  removal  of  a 
finger  to  disarticulation  of  the  hip  joint,  &c. 

3d.  I  am  perfectly  convinced  that  the  use  of  anaesthetic  agents  has  greatly 
diminished  the  mortality  of  surgical  operations,  and  I  am  prepared  to  say,  further, 
that  I  would  almost  as  soon  think  of  amputating  a  limb  without  previously  com- 
pressing its  principal  artery  as  to  perform  a  difficult  and  dangerous  operation 
without  first  putting  the  patient  in  an  anaesthetic  state.  I  consider  it,  in  fact, 
so  important  an  element  to  the  success  of  the  surgeon  in  severe  and  formidable 
operations,  by  preventing  all  shock  to  the  system,  that  I  think  he  ought  to  de- 
cline any  operation  of  magnitude  and  danger,  should  he  meet  with  a  refusal  on 
the  part  of  the  patient  to  be  subjected  to  its  influence.  But  fortunately  there 
are  few  who  are  not  only  willing  but  anxious  to  be  soothed  by  the  magic  spell 
which,  to  the  victim,  robs  surgery  of  nearly  all  its  terrors,  and  to  the  surgeon 
brings  pleasure,  from  the  knowledge  that  he  inflicts  no  pain. 

4th.  I  believe  that  all  important  surgical  operations  in  private  practice  in  this 
vicinity  are  performed  under  anaesthetic  influence,  and  with  the  results  that  I 
have  already  mentioned. 

5th.  I  believe  that  the  medical  faculty  throughout  the  civilized  world,  where 
anaesthesia  has  been  introduced,  consider  it  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  boons  that 
has  ever  been  given  to  suffering  man ;  and  believing  Dr.  Morton  to  be  its  dis- 
coverer, I  trust  he  will  receive  from  government  a  compensation  commensurate 
with  the  immense  benefit  it  has  conferred  upon  the  human  race. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

JNO.  FRED'K  MAY. 

Hon.  W.  H.  BissELL. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  Alex,  H,  Steevenst  M.  D. 

New  York,  January  5,  1852. 

Without  the  slightest  knowledge  of  Dr.  Morton,  or  of  any  one  connected,  or 
claiming  to  be  connected,  with  this  di8Coyer7,  and  without  assuming  that  he  is 
mainly  the  discorerer,  which  yet  I  believe,  I  take  leave  to  state  that  the  claims 
of  scientific  discoverers  to  reward  is  a  strong  one. 

The  community  is  taxed  by  patent  rights  for  inventions  to  the  amount  of 
many  millions  annually.  The  men  of  science  paying  themselves  a  part  of  these 
taxes,  and  bringing  to  light,  by  their  unpaid  labors,  scientific  discoveries  from 
which  these  inventions  in  a  great  measure  take  their  rise,  are  left  entirely,  in 
this  country,  without  any.  reward  whatsoever.  In  Europe  they  are  rewarded, 
besides  that  they  are  supported  by  salaries  attached  to  their  membership  of  sci- 
entific institutions. 

In  view  of  these  considerations,  and  looking  not  only  to  what  is  just  as  be- 
tween science  and  government,  but  what  is,  in  a  very  high  degree,  and  alto- 
gether beyond  the  appreciation  of  unlearned  men,  expedient,  as  respects  the 
interest  of  the  government,  liberal  rewards  should  be  given  for  unpatented  dis- 
coveries. 

With  very  great  respect,  I  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  H.  STEEVENS. 

Hon.  W.  H.  BissfiLL. 

P.  S.— -From  an  official  coniiezion  with  the  three  great  hospitals  in  this  city, 
embracing  about  3,000  patients,  I  am  enabled  to  state  that  ansesthetic  agents 
are  generally  used  in  puerperal  cases,  in  painful  chronic  diseases,  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  fractures  and  dislocations,  and  in  other  capital  surgical  operations,  many 
of  which  are  rendered  more  successful, ')ind  not  a  few  only  practicable  by  their 
use.  I  consider  it  the  greatest  discovery  in  medicine  since  tnat  of  Jenner.  It 
is  to  the  healing  art  what  steam  navigation,  electro-magnetism,  and  railroad 
travelling  are  to  commercial  and  social  communications. 

A.  H.  8. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from,  Hugh  H.  McGmre,  M.  D. 

Winchester,  Virginia. 

I  regard  the  discovery  of  anaesthetic  agents  the  most  important  discovery 
made  in  surgery  for  the  last  century.  It  is  also  entirely  American ;  for  although 
attempts  have  been  made  for  a  long  time  to  destroy  sensibility  to  surgical  ope- 
rations, no  approximation  was  made  to  it  until  it  was  discovered,  in  Boston,  tnat 
sulphuric  ether  would  produce  total,  insensibility.  Now,  it  has  been  the  prac- 
tice in  all  enlightened  countries  to  reward  important  discoveries  in  a  very  libenl 
manner,  I  do  hope  that  an  American  Congress  will  not  fail  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample. The  use  of  these  agents  have  become  so  common  and  general  through- 
out Europe,  that  a  late  distinguished  professor,  of  Philadelphia,  during  a  visit 
to  Europe,  was  constantly  asked  if  it  was  possible  any  surgeons  in  America 
could  be  found  opposed  to  them.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  not  only 
is  pain  avoided,  but  many  lives  saved  by  their  use ;  for  the  nervous  shock,  in 
consequence  of  serious  operations,  not  unfrequently  ends  in  death.  This  is 
avoided  by  anaesthesia.         ••••••• 

It  would  be  just  and  proper  to  make  him  a  liberal  pension  for  it.     It  would 
not  only  be  an  incentive  and  stimulus  to  further  discoveries  in  this  extensive 
field  of  science,  but  redound  to  the  credit  of  the  government,  here  and  abroad. 
Very  truly,  your  friend, 

HUGH  H.  McGUIRE, 

Professor  of  Surgery, 

Hon.  Chas.  J.  Faulkner.  ^  I 
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Jacob  Bigelow,  M.  D.,  president  of  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  pro- 
fessor in  Harrard  University,  and  physician  to  Massaclinsetts  Oeneral  Hospital, 
in  a  letter  to  Hon.  W.  H.  Bissell,  says  : 

"  It  is  considered  by  myself,  and  by  the  more  intelligent  part  of  my  medical 
friends,  as  the  most  important  medical  discovery  of  the  present  age." 

In  an  article  published  in  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  of  July  7,  1847, 
he  says : 

"  In  the  case  of  Dr.  Jackson,  if  he  did  make  the  discovery  in  1842,  as  as' 
serted,  or  even  later,  he  stands  accountable  for  the  mass  of  human  misery  which 
he  has  permitted  his  fellow-creatures  to  undergo,  from  the  time  when  he  made 
his  discovery  to  the  time  when  Dr.  Morton  made  his.  In  charity  we  prefer  to 
believe  that,  up  to  the  latter  period,  he  had  no  definite  notion  of  the  real  power 
of  ether  in  surgery,  having  seen  no  case  of  its  application  in  that  science." 

Letter  from  Professor  Simpeon^  ike  discoverer  ^  ckioro/orm, 

Edinbuboh,  November  19, 1847. 

My  Dbar  Sib  :  I  have  much  pleasure  in  offering,  for  your  kind  acceptance, 
the  accompanying  pamphlet.  Since  it  was  published,  we  have  had  various  other 
operations  performed  here,  equally  successM.  I  have  a  note  from  Mr.  Listen, 
telling  me  also  of  its  perfect  success  in  London.  Its  rapidity  and  depth  are 
amazing. 

In  the  Monthly  Journal  of  Medical  Science  for  September,  I  have  a  long 
article  on  etherization,  vindicating  your  claims  over  those  of  Jackson. 

Of  course*  the  great  thought  is  that  of  producing  insensibility ;  and  for  that 
the  world  is,  I  think,  indebted  to  you. 

I  read  a  paper  lately  to  our  society,  showing  that  it  was  recommended  by 
Pliny,  &c.,  in  old  times. 

With  very  great  esteem  for  you,  allow  me  to  subscribe  myself. 
Yours,  very  faithfrilly, 

J.  Y,  SIMPSON. 

Dr.  W.  T.  G.  MoBTON. 

Extract  of  a  letter  Jrom  J.  Parkman,  M.  2>.,  of  Boston. 

Life  may  also  be  saved  fr^m  the  more  ready  submission  of  the  patients  to 
necessanr  operations,  since  they  can  be  assured  that  they  are  painless.  And 
inasmuch  as  pain  and  spasm  do  destroy  life,  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  agents  re- 
lieving these  must  diminish  mortality. 

In  private  practice  in  this  city  anassthetic  agents  are  in  universal  use  in  all 
surgical  operations,  and  also  in  all  the  operaitions  of  midwifery.  They  are  in 
quite  general  use  in  all  diseases  requiring  an  antidote  to  pain  and  spasm,  as 
one  of  the  means  to  allay  them,  and  some  practitioners  use  them  in  all  cases  of 
childbirth. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully. 

•        J.  PARKMAN, 
One  of  the  Surgeons  of  ike  Mass.  Gen.  Hospital. 
Hon.  W.  H.  BissBLL. 

Extract  of  a  letter  Jrom  S.  D.  Townsend,  M.  2>.,  of  Boston. 

It  has  been  used  almost  daily  for  diseases  of  a  spasmodic  and  painfril 
character,  and  in  all  surgical  operations,  with  the  effect  of  relieving  pain  and 
annihilating  perfectly  all  suffering  in  surgical  operations.    I  believe  i^<Umuiishes 
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mortality,  bj  relieving  spasmoidic  diseases,  and  preventing  the  severe  shock  of 
surgical  operations.  In  private  practice  it  has  been  used  to  the  same  extent, 
and  in  the  same  classes  of  cases,  and  with  the  same  result  as  occurring  in  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  with  the  addition  of  cases  of  midwifery,  in 
which  it  prevents  the  sensation  of  pain,  without  retarding  delivery. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
One  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Mass,  Gen,  Hospital. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  S,  Mason  Warren,  M.  D,,  of  Boston, 

Sulphuric  ether  and  strong  chloric  ether  are  used  at  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital.     Chloroform  is  not  used. 

The  above  substances  are  used  in  almost  every  surgical  operation,  and  in 
many  diseases  attended  with  severe  pain.  I  have  seen  them  exhibited  in  more 
than  two  thousand  cases,  including  hospital  and  private  practice,  and  never 
with  any  bad  result.  By  preventing  the  severe  shock  to  the  system  in  surgical 
operations,  it  is  probable  that  they  have  an  influence  in  diminishing  mortality. 
In  surgical  operations  in  private  practice,  I  have  used  the  chloric  and  sulphuric 
ethers,  principally  the  former ;  also  in  many  obstetric  cases,  and  to  relieve  suf- 
fering in  painful  diseases,  often  as  a  substitute  for  opium ;  and  I  believe  them 
to  be  used  by  most  other  practitioners  of  Boston  and  the  vicinity,  for  the  same 
purposes,  and  with  a  satisfactory  result. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  MASON  WARREN, 
One  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Mass,  Gen,  Hospital. 

Hon.  W.  H.  BifiiSBLL. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  Ware,  M.  D„  of  Boston, 

Their  most  important  use  is  in  the  practice  of  midwifery.  They  are  employed 
very  generally  in  severe,  protracted,  and  dangerous  cases.  My  belief  is,  from 
my  own  experience,  and  from  the  concurrent  testimony  of  all  practitioners  with 
wnose  opinions  I  am  conversant,  that  they  not  only  diminish,  and  sometimes 
annihilate,  the  suffering  which  is  attendant  on  parturition,  but  that  they  lessen  also 
the  dread' of  it,  which  is  so  strong  a  feeling  in  the  minds  of  females;  and  further, 
that  they  render  patients  less  liable  to  the  subsequent  ill  effects  of  severe 
labors,  especially  those  in  which  the  use  of  instruments  are  necessary. 

I  have  employed  or  seen  them  employed  in  asthma,  in  croup,  in  convulsions  of 
children  and  adults,  in  neuralgia,  in  the  spasmodic  affections  of  fever,  and  in 
many  other  cases  of  a  more  indefinite  character,  into  the  description  of  which 
it  is  not  now  necessary  to  your  purpose  to  enter.  I  have  also  employed  them 
with  signal  advantage  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  which  occur  toward  the  close  of 
life,  or  in  the  act  of  death,  in  patients  who  have  had  irrecoverable  diseases. 

Their  introduction  is  reganled  by  all  practitioners  within  my  circle  of  ac- 
quaintance, whose  opinions  I  should  regard  as  of  value,  as  the  most  important 
discovery  in  practical  medicine  and  surgery,  which  has  been  made  since  that  of 
vaccination  by  Dr.  Jenner. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  WARE. 

Hon.  W.  H.  BissBLL. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  J.  S,  Jones,  M,  D,,  of  Boston, 

In  the  private  practice  in  my  vicinity  the  use  of  these  aniesthetic  agents  is 
quite  common  in  dentistry,  in  midwifery,  and  scarcely  any  operation  of  surgery 
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IB  perfonned  without  its  use.     The  reduction  of  dislocations  and  the  adaptation 
of  fractured  bones   are  materially  aided  by  the  effects  of  ether,  besides  the 
freedom  from  suffering  enjoyed  by  the  injured  person  when  under  its  effects. 
Kespectfullyi  yours, 

J.  S.  JONES. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Bis*  ELL. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Z.  J5.  Adams,  M,  D.,  of  Boston. 

It  is  almost  uniformly  used,  both  in  public  and  private  practice,  in  dentistry, 
in  midwifery,  and  in  all  surgical  operations ;  also  to  cause  muscular  relaxation 
in  the  reduction  of  hernia;  has  been  eminently  successful  in  cases  of  convul- 
sions after  delivery,  and  in  alleviating  the  excruciating  pain  caused  by  the  pas- 
sage of  calculi  through  the  ureters.  It  is  an  exceedingly  rare  thing  to  hear  of 
any  dangerous  or  even  serious  effects  from  the  use  of  either  ether  or  chloroform. 
The  good  effects  are  almost  incalculable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  ADAMS. 

Hon.  W.  H.  BissELL. 

Extract  from  a  letter  toritten  by  Dr.  John  Jeffries,  physician  to  the  Massachu- 
setts General  Hospital. 

For  my  opinion  of  the  benefits  bestowed  upon  the  world  by  Dr.  Morton, 
please  allow  me  to  refer  you  to  a  note  addressed  by  me  to  the  Hon.  R.  C.  Win- 
throp : 

•*Dr.  Morton,  who  visits  Washington  to  seek  some  remuneration  from  gov- 
ernment for  the  benefit  which  he  has  conferred  upon  the  country  by  the  intro- 
duction of  sulphuric  ether,  requests  me  to  express  to  you  my  opinion  (which  I 
do  most  unreservedly)  that  the  world  is  indebted  entirely  to  Dr.  Morton  for  the 
introduction  of  this  agent  to  produce  insensibility  to  pain,  and  that  it  is  a  phy- 
sical blessing  not  second  to  any  that  has  been  conferred  upon  suffering  humanity. 

•'  I  sincerely  hope  that  Dr.  Morton  will  receive  some  remuneration  for  his 
very  great  benefaction. 

"  With  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  JEFFRIES. 

"  Hon.  R.  C.  WiNTHROP, 

"  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives.'' 

Oliver  W.  Holmes,  the  distinguished  poet,  and  a  physician  to  the  Massachu- 
setts General  Hospital,  held  the  following  language  in  an  opening  address  of  the 
Medical  college,  Boston : 

"  The  knife  is  searching  for  disease,  the  pulleys  are  dragging  back  dislocated 
limbs.  Nature  herself  is  working  out  the  primal  curse,  which  doomed  the  tender- 
est  of  her  creatures  to  the  sharpest  of  her  trials ;  but  the  fierce  extremity  of 
suffering  has  been  steeped  in  the  waters  of  forgetfulness,  and  the  deepest  furrow 
in  the  knotted  brow  of  agony  has  been  smoothed  forever." 

Again,  in  a  communication  to  the  Hon.  Isaac  E.  Morse,  he  says : 
"  It  is  a  notorious  and  wholly  undisputed  fact  that  Doctor  Morton  in  person 
instituted  the  first  decisive  experiments,  at  the  risk  of  his  reputation,  and  with 
a  courage  and  perseverance,  without  which,  even  had  the  idea  of  the  possibility 
of  such  effects  been  entertained,  the  world  might  have  waited  centuries  or  in- 
definitely before  the  result  was  reached. 

*'  It  is  well  known  that  Dr.  Morton,  instead  of  profiting  by  his  discovery,  has 
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suffered  in  mind,  bodj  and  estate,  in  consequence  of  the  time  and  toil  he  has 
consecrated  to  it. 

''  I  have  no  particular  relations  with  Dr.  Morton,  and  no  interest  in  common 
with  him  to  bias  me  in  my  opinion  and  feelings.  But,  remembering  what  other 
countries  hare  done  for  their  public  benefactors,  and  unwilling  to  believe  that  a 
rich  and  prosperous  republic  cannot  afford  and  will  not  incline  to  indulge  its 
gratitude  whenever  a  proper  occasion  presents  itself,  I  have  addressed  you  this 
Une  to  tell  you  that  I  think  now  is  the  time  and  this  is  the  man. 

"O.  W.  HOLMES. 

"  Hon.  Isaac  E.  Morsb." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Geo.  B,  Loring,  M.  2>.,  Salem,  Mass% 

It  is  one  month  since  I  had  charge  of  the  Marine  Hospital,  Chelsea,  Massa- 
chusetts ;  and  any  statement  based  on  personal  experience  must  be  founded  upon 
my  practice  there. 

In  all  operations,  in  all  painful  natural  processes,  in  all  diseases  attended  with 
great  local  suffering,  the  intelligent  and  philanthropic  physician  avails  himself 
of  the  mat  blessing.  And  while  so  much  suffering  is  relieved,  it  cannot  be 
doubted — ^in  fact,  it  is  satisfactorily  proved — ^that  morUdity  attending  these  opera- 
tions, processes,  and  diseases,  is  materially  diminished. 

As  the  interrogatories  addressed  to  me  have  grown  out  of  an  inquiry  into  the 
"  claims  of  Wm.  T.  G.  Morton,  of  Boston,  to  the  merit  of  the  discovery,"  it  may 
be  proper  to  state  to  the  committee  that  its  credit  has  been  from  the  earliest  date 
almost  universally  accorded  to  Dr.  Morton  by  those  of  the  profession  who  have 
^ven  it  their  careful  investigation.  During  its  development,  the  surgeons  and 
officers  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  examined  its  merits  under  the  spe- 
cial guidance  of  Dr.  Morton,  and  with  a  full  recognition  of  his  sole  agency  in 
the  practical  experiments  which  were  leading  to  its  establishment.  And  now 
that  those  events  have  passed  into  history,  the  historic  of  the  hospital  records 
as  a  fact  fixed  by  all  reliable  testimony  that  Dr.  Morton  is  the  discoverer. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  is  the  verdict  of  the  immediate  locality 
in  which  the  discovery  was  made;  and  any  recognition  from  abroad  of  Dr.  Jack- 
son's claims  to  it  is  no  more  than  should  be  expected  from  the  scientific  world 
towards  any  pertinacious  and  untiring  claimant  holding  his  high  position,  be  the 
claims  true  or  false. 

GEO.  B.  LORING. 

Hon.  W.  H.  BissBLL. 

Extract  from  a  letter  written  by  Dr,  FrancU  Boott^  of  hondon. 

I  was  much  interested  in  the  discussion  of  the  ether  question,  and  entirely 
agree  with  you  in  your  conclusion.  I  should  say,  as  in  the  case  of  the  yacht- 
race,  **  Morton  isjirst,  and  Jackson  nowhere^  I  am  glad  to  find  you  are  making 
a  gallery  of  portraits  of  your  benefiictors  and  distinguished  medical  men,  and 
Morton's  should  be  among  them.    I  still  hope  Congress  will  reward  him. 

Hon.  H.  W.  BissBLL. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  S.  Pari*,  M.  2>.,  of  Greensboro*,  Alabama. 

The  medical  faculty  appreciate  it  highly,  and  seem  at  a  loss  to  know  how 
they  would  practice  without  it,  nor  could  a  man  be  sustained  by  his  medical 
brethren  or  the  community  who  would  refuse  to  use  it.  In  fine,  it  is  to  the 
medical  professsion  the  greatest  discovery  of  modem  times,  hardly  excepting 
quinine. 

Very  respectfully, 

S.  PAEIS. 
Hon.  W.  H.  BissELL.  ^  I 
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Extract  qf  a  letter  from  James  Ayer,  M.  D.,  o/  Boston. 

The  cases  in  which  thej  are  more  especially  employed  are  in  nearly  all  sur- 
gical operations  where  suffering  is  an  attendant ;  in  surgical  diseases  generally 
painj^l,  and  frequently  protracted.  They  are  also  used  in  diseases  of  a  spas- 
modic character,  as  cholera,  cramps,  colic,  asthma,  and  in  rheumatism  and  neu- 
ralgia. A  great  variety  of  cases  in  midwifery,  as  well  as  hysteria  and  convul- 
sions, and  many  other  painful  diseases  which  might  be  added  to  this  list,  ace 
very  essentially  relieved  by  these  remedies. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  AYER. 

Hon.  W.  H.  BissBLL. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  P.  M.  Crane,  M.  2>.,  qf  East  Boston. 

In  nearly  all  the  operations  of  surgery  which  are  likely  to  be  attended  with 
pain,  either  chloric  ether,  sulphuric  euer,  or  chloroform,  is  used  So  uniform  is 
the  belief  in  their  utility  that  no  surgeon  at  the  present  time  would  do  without 
them.  In  obstetric  practice  they  are  also  extensively  used  where  cases  occur 
requiring  instrumental  interference,  but  are  not  much  employed  in  natural  labor. 
With  much  respect, 

P.M.  CRANE. 
Hon.  W.  H.  BissBLL. 

Extract  qf  a  letter  from  John  H.  Dix,  M.  2>.,  qf  Boston. 

In  all  painful  operations  upon  the  elobe  of  the  eye  and  its  appendages  these 
agents  afford  incalculable  relief,  both  physically  and  mentally.  The  severe 
operations  upon  the  internal  textures  of  the  globe  of  the  eye,  not  in  themselves 
painful,  but  requiring  for  their  satisfactory  performance  absolute  immobility  of 
the  organ,  these  agents  insure  what,  in  young  subjects  especially,  was  heretofore 
only  approximated  to. 

In  tiie  few  operations  of  ophthalmic  sui^ry  which  endanger  life,  I  find  from 
the  use  of  these  agents  a  diminished  tendency  to  inflammatory  action  within  the 
cranium,  and  therefore  less  hazard  to  life.  In  aural  surgery,  though  not  fre- 
quently required,  anaesthetic  agents  are  of  great  value,  chiefly  in  the  removal 
of  morbid  growths  from  the  external  or  inter^  ear.  I  believe  that  no  other  dis- 
covery in  the  whole  range  of  medicine  and  surgery  (with  the  exception,  perhaps, 
of  vaccination)  haa  in  the  same  time  contributed  so  much  to  relieve  suffering 
and  prolong  life. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  H.  DIX. 

Hon.  W.  H.  BissBLL. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  Appleton,  M.  D.,  West  Newhury,  Mass. 

I  have  lately  observed  a  good  effect  follow  the  inhalation  of  chloroform  during 
a  paroxysm  of  severe  suffering  from  dysmenorrhea,  in  which  relief  was  almost 
instantaneous. 

It  is,  however,  in  obstetric  practice  that  I  have  most  frequently  used  these 
valuable  agents,  and  I  regard  their  usefulness  in  this  relation  as  among  the  most 
valuable  results  of  their  discovery. 

Respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

JOHN  APPLETON. 
Hon.  W.  H.  BissBLL. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  L,  B,  Morses  M.  D,,  Boiton,  Mass. 

They  are  used  in  most  caees  of  important  or  capital  nurgerj,  in  many  cases  of 
ddirimn  tremens,  tetanus,  and  similar  neuralgic  diseases,  and  in  dental  surgery, 
also  by  some  of  our  medical  practitioners  in  common  use  in  midwifery. 

It  diminishes  mortality  in  three  ways  :  Ist.  In  severe  surgical  operations,  by 
entire  relief  from  nervous  excitability  and  reaction  which  attend  them;  2d.  By 
giving  time  for  the  use  of  the  knife,  and  the  care^  completion  of  a  dangerous 
operation,  in  the  perfect  quietude  of  the  patient ;  3d.  The  rest  recured  by  some 
patients  in  certain  neuralgic  diseases  which,  if  not  attained,  death  is  the  result. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  MORSE. 

Hon.  H.  W.  BissBLL. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  L,  H.  Anderson,  M.  D.,  SumterviUe,  Ala, 

I  think  anaesthetics  diminish  mortality  in  two  ways  :  Ist.  By  preventing  the 
shock  of  pain  on  the  nervous  system ;  2d.  By  securing  perfect  immobility  of 
the  patient,  and  enabling  the  surgeon  to  operate  more  safely  and  exactly. 
I  am,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  H.  ANDERSON,  M.  D. 
Hon.  W.  H.  BissELL. 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  S.  Blanding,  M.  D„  Columbia^  S.  C. 

Its  use  has  induced  patients  to  submit  to  the  knife  early ;  when  otherwise 
they  would  have  resulted  fatally. 

I  consider  it  one  of  the  most  important  discoveries  of  the  age  in  mitigating 
human  suffering,  and  often  in  saving  life. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  &c., 

S.  BLANDING. 
Hon.  W.  H.  BissELL. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Williafn  Ellis,  M.  D.,  Oglethorpe,  Ga. 

It  is  my  deliberate  opinion,  founded  upon  experience,  that  their  effects  in 
diminishing  mortality  is  more  than  fifty  to  one,  for,  if  properly  administered, 
the  effect  is  to  take  away  all  fear  from  the  patient,  and  absolutely  free  the  ner- 
vous system  from  irritation,  and  thereby  prevent  any  interruption  in  the  various 
organs  in  performing  their  functions  naturally,  and  of  course  healthily. 

In  private  practice  its  most  happy  and  beneficial  effects  is  in  obstetrics; 
nothing  is  or  can  be  of  so  much  value  to  a  woman  in  labor  in  proportion  to  the 
difficulty  attending  labor;  so  is  its  benefits,  and  if  in  no  other,  in  this  class  of 
cases  alone,  it  is  the  greatest  discovery  in  any  age  of  the  world  for  the  relief  of 
suffering  humanity.  Deprive  me  of  its  benefits,  and  I  should  almost,  if  not 
altogether,  abandon  my  profession. 

WILLIAM  ELLIS. 

Hon.  W.  H.  BissELL. 
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B. 
CLAIMS   OP   CONTESTANTS. — NITROTS   OXIDE. 

It  generally  happens  in  cases  o^  great  discovexy,  where  the  object  has  be^n 
much  needed,  long  thought  of,  and  long  sought,  that  when  discovery  is  at  last 
made,  and  its  truth  and  utility  established,  a  host  of  claimants  rise  up  and 
contest  the  prise,  each  asserting  for  himself  precedence  and  priority.  So  it 
has  been,  and  is  in  this  case;  but  of  several  claimants,  two  only  require  the 
notice  of  your  committee. 

Doctor  Horace  Wells,  already  named  in  this  report,  was  a  surgeon  dentist 
of  the  city  of  Hartford,  and  former  partner  of  Dr.  Morton,  with  whom  he  had 
parted  some  years  before  in  kindness. 

As  soon  as  Dr.  Morton  had  perfected  his  discovery,  obtained  the  countenance 
and  support  of  the  medical  hospital,  and  made  up  his  mind  to  apply  for  a 
patent,  he  put  himself  in  connexion  with  Dr.  Wells,  and  the  following  letters 
passed  between  them: 

"Boston,  October  19,  1846. 

** Friend  Wells — Dear  Sir:  I  write  to  inform  you  that  I  have  discovered 
a  preparation,  by  inhaling  which  a  person  is  thrown  into  a  sonnd  sleep.  The 
time  required  to  produce  sleep  is  only  a  few  moments,  and  the  time  in  which 
persons  remain  asleep  can  be  regulated  at  pleasure.  While  in  this  state  the 
severest  suigical  or  dental  operations  may  be  performed,  the  patient  not  expe- 
riencing the  slightest  pain.  I  have  perfected  it,  and  am  now  about  sending 
out  agents  to  dispose  of  the  right  to  use  it.  I  will  dispose  of  a  right  to  an 
individual  to  use  it  in  his  own  practice  alone,  or  for  a  town,  county  or  State. 
My  object  in  writing  you  is  to  know  if  you  would  not  like  to  visit  New  York 
and  the  other  cities,  and  dispose  of  rights  upon  shares.  I  have  used  the  com- 
pound in  more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  cases,  in  extracting  teeth,  and  I 
have  been  invited  to  administer  to  patients  in  the  Massachusetts  General  Hos- 
pital, and  have  succeeded  in  every  case. 

"The  professors,  Warren  and  Hay  ward,  have  given  me  certificates  to  this 
effect  I  have  administered  it  at  the  hospital,  in  the  presence  of  the  students 
and  physicians — ^the  room  for  operations  being  as  full  as  possible.  For  further 
particulars  I  will  refer  you  to  extracts  frem  the  daily  journals  of  this  city, 
which  I  forward  to  you. 

"  Respectfully,  yours, 

"WM.  T.  G.  MORTON." 

**  Hartford,  fConnectkue,  October  20,  1846. 

••Dr.  Morton — ^Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  dated  yesterday  is  just  received, 
and  I  hasten  to  answer  it,  for  I  fear  you  will  adopt  a  method  in  disposing  of 
your  righto  which  will  defeat  your  object.  Before  you  make  any  arrangements 
whatever  I  wish  to  see  you.  I  think  I  will  be  in  Boston  the  first  of  next 
week — probably  Monday  night.  If  the  operation  of  administering  the  gas  is 
not  attended  with  too  much  trouble,  and  will  produce  the  effect  you  state,  it 
will  undoubtedly  be  a  fortune  to  you,  provided  it  is  rightly  managed. 
"  Yours,  in  haste, 

"H.  WELLS." 

Two  things  in  this  correspondence  are  worthy  of  observation:     1st.  Though 

Dr.  Morton  does  not  name  gas  in  his  letter.  Doctor  Wells  assumes  that  the 

ansesthetic  agent  was  "  gas,"  and  the  "  effect "  of  his  compound,  as  stated  by 

Dr.  Morton  in  his  letter,  is  precisely  the  same  with  that  now  claimed  by  Dr. 
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Wells's  friends  for  the  nitrous  oxide,  as  administered  by  him  in  the  winter  of 
1844-%5. 

Hon.  Mr.  Dixon  (now  United  States  senator  from  Connecticut)  testifies  that^ 
having  seen  the  correspondence  published  amons  Dr.  3Iorton'B  papers,  he  ap- 
plied to  Dr.  Wells  for  an  explanation  of  it.  That  explanation  will  be  found 
in  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Dixon,  and  may  be  disposed  of  with  the  remark  that 
it  is  evidently  unsatisfactory  on  the  face  of  it.  The  point  for  which  that  t<^i«ti- 
mony  is  now  referred  to  is  simply  to  show  that  Dr.  Wells  admitted  the  genu- 
ineness of  the  correspondence,  as  hereinbefore  quoted,  from  "  A  an  examination 
of  the  question  of  anaesthesia,  arising  on  the  memorial  of  Charles  Thomas  Wells, 
representative  of  Horace  Wells,"  which  your  committee  have  carefully  examined. 

How,  th<*n,  can  the  letter  of  Dr.  Wells  of  October  20,  1846,  be  reconciled 
with  the  pretensions  now  put  forth  for  himi 

The  letter  of  Dr.  Morton,  to  which  it  is  a* reply,  distinctly  claims  as  his  dis- 
covery (then  recently  made)  the  veiy  fact  which,  on  beh  Jf  of  Dr.  Wells,  as 
before  quoted,  is  claimed  to  be  the  whole  discovery,  and  the  only  discovery  of 
any  worth  or  value,  viz :  the  fact  of  the  actual  effective  application  of  some 
one  or  more  of  a  class  of  agents  to  the  purpose  of  producing  insensibility  to 
pain  under  surgical  operations,  with  safety  to  the  subject  of  them. 

According  to  the  proposition  on  behalf  of  Wells,  (and  hU  tchole  case  depends 
absolutely  upon  its  admission,)  the  particular  agent  used  is  unimportant  to  the 
discovery — ^the  discovery  being  the  truth  that  such  insensibility  was  produced 
by  one  or  more  agents  of  a  class  of  agents.  But  it  is  simply  the  result — the 
fact  of  insensibilitv  to  pain — which  Dr.  Morton  claims  in  tliat  letter  to  have 
discovered  as  producible  by  something  which  he  does  not  describe  or  disclose. 

Can  it  be  disputed  that  this  was  a  direct  claim,  advanced  by  Dr.  Morton  to 
Dr.  Wells  himself,  of  the  whole  body  of  the  discovery  which  is  now  claimed 
for  Wells?  And  can  it  be  doubted  that  if  that  discovery,  or  anything  like  it. 
was  then  the  property  of  Wells,  his  reply  must  have  referred  to  it,  if  it  did  not 
effectually  guard  his  right? 

Yet  Dr.  Wells  says :  "  If  the  operation  of  administering  the  gas  is  not 
attended  tdth  too  much  trouble,  and  will  produce  the  effect  you  state, 
'  it  will  undoubtedly  be  a  fortune  to  you,  provided  it  be  rightly  managed." 
Then  why,  it  may  be  asked,  if  nitrous  oxide,  which  is  easily  administered, 
produced  precisely  the  same  effect,  was  it  not  a  fortune  to  Dr.  Wells  ?  Not, 
certainly,  for  want  of  skill  in  the  management  of  a  discovery  so  as  to  make 
the  most  of  it,  for  he  fears  Dr.  Morton  will  adopt  an  injudicious  method  in 
disposing  of  his  rights,  against  which  Dr.  Wells  intimates  he  can  guard  him. 
And  his  conversation  with  R.  H.  Eddy,  at  the  time  of  his  visit  to  Boston,  is  in 
keeping  with  the  letter,  and  shows  very  clearly  that  he  thought  a  patent  ought 
to  be  applied  for,  whether  the  subject  was  practicable  or  not,  and  that  sales  o 
rights  should  be  made  pending  the  application  for  the  patent. 

This  may  be  all  well,  but  it  did  not  prove  him  a  novice  in  these  matters.  Mr. 
Eddy's  statement  is  as  follows: 

"Boston,  February  17,  1847. 
"Dear  Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  morning  I  have  to  state  that,  about 
the  time  I  was  engaged  in  preparing  the  papers  for  the  procural  of  the  patent 
in  the  United  States  on  the  discovery  of  Doctor  Morton  for  preventing  pain  in 
surgical  operations  by  the  inhalation  of  the  vapor  of  sulphuric  ether,  I  was  re- 
quested  by  Doctor  Morton  to  call  at  his  office  to  have  an  interview  with  the  late 
Doctor  Horace  Wells,  who  was  then  on  a  visit  to  this  city»  and  who,  Doctor 
Morton  thought,  might  be  able  to  render  him  valuable  advice  and  assistance  in 
regard  to  the  mode  of  disposing  of  privileges  to  use  the  discovery.  Accordingly, 
1  had  an  interview  with  Doctor  Wells.  During  such  meeting,  we  conversed 
freely  on  the  discovery  and  in  relation  to  the  experiments  Doctor  Wells  had 
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been  witness  to  in  the  office  of  Doctor  Morton.  The  details  of  our  conversation 
I  do  not  recollect  sufficiently  to  attempt  to  relate  them,  but  the  whole  of  it,  and 
the  manner  of  Doctor  Wells  at  the  time,  led  me,  in  no  respect,  to  any  suspicion 
that  he  (Doctor  Wells)  had  ever  before  been  aware  of  the  then  discovered  effect 
of  ether  in  annulling  pain  during  a  surgical  operation.  Doctor  Wells  doubted 
the  ability  of  Doctor  Morton  to  procure  a  patent,  not  on  the  ground  that  he 
(Doctor  Morton)  was  not  the  first  and  original  discoverer,  but  that  he  (Doctor 
Wells)  believed  the  discovery  was  not  a  legal  subject  for  a  patent.  He  advised 
him,  however,  to  make  application  for  one,  and  to  dispose  of  as  many  licenses  as 
he  could,  while  such  application  might  be  pending;  in  fact,  to  make  as  much 
money  out  of  the  discovery  as  he  could  while  the  excitement  in  regard  to  it 
might  last.  I  must  confess  that  when,  some  time  afterwards,  I  heard  of  the 
pretensions  of  Doctor  Wells  to  be  considered  the  discoverer  of  the  aforementioned 
effect  of  ether,  I  was  struck  with  great  surprise,  for  his  whole  conversation  with 
me  at  the  time  of  our  interview  led  me  to  the  belief  that  h  i  fully  and  entirely 
recognized  the  discovery  to  have  been  made  by  Doctor  Morton,  or,  at  least, 
partly  by  him  and  partly  by  Doctor  C.  T.  Jackson,  as  I  then  supposed. 
"  Respectfully  yours, 

"E.  H.  EDDY. 
"R.  H.  Dana,  Esq." 

It  seems  evident  here,  at  the  very  threshhold,  that  Doctor  Wells  did  not,  on 
the  20th  of  October,  1846,  believe  himself  to  be  the  discoverer  of  an  available 
anasthefic  agent.  But  on  the  I9th  of  April,  1847,  after  he  has  determined  the 
title  to  discovery  with  Doctor  Morton,  he  addressed  the  following  letter  to  the 
Boston  Post,  in  which  he  very  greatly  misrepresents  the  contents  of  Doctor 
Morton's  letter  to  him,  as  any  one  will  be  satisfied  on  an  inspection  of  the  two 
papers,  and  on  that  misrepresentation  rests  the  explanation  of  his  reply : 

"Hartford,  April  19,  1847. 
**To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Post: 

"I  have  just  seen  a  long  article  in  your  paper  of  the  7th  instant,  signed  *  E.  W.,* 
which  I  will  answer  in  one  word.  The  letter  which  is  there  introduced  with  my 
signature  was  written  in  answer  to  one  which  I  received  from  Dr.  Morton,  who 
represented  to  me  that  he  had  discovered  a  '  compound,'  the  effects  of  which,  as 
described  by  him,  entirely  eclipsed  those  produced  by  nitrous  oxide  gas,  or  sul- 
phurate ether,  he  stating  that  his  compound  would  invariably  produce  a  sound 
sleep,  the  length  of  which  was  wholly  optional  with  the  operator ;  that  he  had 
not  made  a  single  failure  in  one  hundred  and  sixty  cases,  Sec.,  &c.  He  also 
stated  that  he  had  obtained  a  patent  for  this  compound.  I  accordingly  started 
for  Boston  to  learn  more  of  this  improvement  on  my  discovery,  with  which  I  had 
made  him  acquainted  long  before. 

"  While  at  his  office  1  saw  the  so-called  compound  administered  to  a  patient ;  it 
apparently  had  the  same  effect  as  the  gas  which  I  had  many  times  administered 
for  the  same  purpose.  Before  I  left  for  home  the  gas  was  given  to  several  other 
patients  with  but  partial  success — at  least,  so  said  the  patients  with  whom  I  con- 
versed. I  then  inquired  about  his  patent,  and  found,  to  my  surprise,  that  he 
bad  not  obtained  one,  nor  even  made  an  application  for  one,  this  being  done  at 
a  subsequent  period,  as  the  date  of  his  specifications  and  patent  clearly  show. 
Respecting  the  interview  which  E.  W.  had  with  the  Hon.  James  Dixon,  at 
Washington,  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Dixon  that  the  statement  of  E.  W.  in  the 
article  referred  to  is  a  gross  misrepresentation  of  the  truth,  and,  if  necessary,  he 
will  sign  a  certificate  to  that  effect. 

"  Respectfully, 

"HORACE  WELLS." 
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Any  one  who  shall  compare  these  two  letters  will  read  Dr.  Wells's  statemeat 
of  matters  of  fact  with  some  grains  of  allowance. 

The  same  departure  from  the  line- of  straightforward,  nndisgaised  truth  is 
found  in  his  account  of  his  discovery.  He  is  not  frank  in  his  rarious  communi- 
cations as  to  the  fact  and  mode.  He  states  it  as  a  conclusion  drawn  from  reason 
and  analogy,  whereas  it  was  a  fact  exhibited  to  his  senses,  and  made  the  subject 
of  conversation  between  himself  and  others  at  the  time.    He  says  : 

"  While  reasoning  from  analogy,  I  was  led  to  believe  that  the  inhaling  of  any 
exhilerating  gas,  sufficient  to  cause  a  great  nervous  excitement,  would  so  par- 
alyze the  system  as  to  render  it  insensible  to  pain,  or  nearly  so,  for  it  is  well 
known  that  when  an  individual  is  very  much  excited  by  passion  he  scarcely 
feels  the  severe  wound  which  may  at  the  time  be  inflicted,  and  the  individnal 
who  is  said  to  be  *dead  drunk'  may  receive  severe  blows,  apparently  without 
the  least  pain,  and  when  in  this  state  is  much  more  tenacious  of  life  than  when 
in  the  n  itural  state.  I  accordingly  resiolved  to  try  the  experiment  of  inhaling 
an  exhilarating  gas  myself  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  tooth  extracted.  I  then 
obtained  some  nitrous  oxide  gas,  and  requested  Dr.  J.  M.  Riggs  to  perform  the 
operation  at  the  moment  when  I  should  give  the  signal,  resolving  to  have  the 
tooth  extracted  before  losing  all  consciousness.  This  experiment  proved  to  be 
perfectly  successful ;  it  was  attended  with  no  pain  whatever.  I  then  performed 
the  same  operation  on  twelve  or  fifteen  others  with  the  same  results." 

The  actual  facts  of  the  discovery,  if  discovery  it  is  to  be  called,  are  detailed 
in  the  following  statement  filed  as  evidence  by  the  representatives  of  Dr.  Wells 
to  support  his  claim : 

"State  of  Connecticut, 

"  County  of  Hartford. 

"  I,  Samuel  A.  Cooley ,  a  citizen  of  Hartford,  county  of  Hartford,  State  of  Con- 
necticut, depose  and  say  that  on  the  evening  of  the  1 0th  day  of  December,  in  the 
year  1844,  that  one  G.  Q.  Colton  gave  a  public  exhibition  in  the  Union  Hall  in 
the  said  city  of  Hartford,  to  show  the  effect  produced  upon  the  human  system  by 
the  inhaling  of  nitrous  oxide  or  laughing  gas ;  and  in  accordance  with  the  request 
of  several  gentlemen,  the  said  Colton  did  give  a  private  exhibition  on  the  morn- 
ing of  December  11,  1844,  at  the  said  hall;  and  that  the  deponent  then  inhaled 
a  portion  of  said  nitrous  oxide  gas  to  ascertain  its  peculiar  effect  upon  his  system ; 
and  that  there  were  present  at  that  time  the  said  Colton,  Horace  Wells,  C.  F. 
Colton,  Benjamin  Moulton,  and  several  other  gentlemen,  to  the  deponent  at  this 
time  unknown;  and  that  the  said  deponent,  while  under  the  influence  of  the  said 
gas,  did  inin  against  and  throw  down  several  of  the  settees  in  said  hall,  thereby 
throwing  himself  down,  and  causing  several  severe  bruises  upon  his  knees  and 
other  parts  of  his  person ;  and  that,  after  the  peculiar  influence  of  said  gas  had 
subsided,  his  friends  then  present  asked  if  he  had  not  injured  himself,  and  then 
directed  his  attention  to  the  acts  which  he  had  committed  unconsciously  while 
under  the  operation  of  said  gas.  He  then  found  by  examination  that  his  knees 
were  severely  injured ;  and  he  then  exposed  his  knees  to  those  present,  and 
found  that  the  skin  was  severely  abraised  and  broken;  and  that  the  deponent 
then  remarked  '  that  he  believed  that  a  person  might  get  into  a  fight  with  sev- 
eral persons  and  not  know  when  he  was  hurt,  so  unconscious  was  a  person  of 
pain  while  under  the  influence  of  the  said  gas;*  and  the  said  deponent  further 
remarked  'that  he  believed  that  if  a  person  could  be  restrained  he  could 
undergo  a  severe  surgical  operation  without  feeling  any  pain  at  the  time.'  Dr. 
Wells  then  remarked  '  that  he  believed  that  a  person  could  have  a  tooth  ex- 
tracted while  under  its  influence,  and  not  experience  any  pain;'  and  the  said 
Wells  further  remarked  *that  he  had  a  wisdom  tooth  that  troubled  him  exceed- 
ing! v,  and  if  the  said  G.  Q.  Colton  would  fill  his  bag  with  some  of  the  gas,  he 
would  go  up  to  his  office  and  try  the  experiment,'  which  the  said  Colton  did ; 
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and  the  eaid  Welle,  C.  F.  Colton,  and  G.  Q.  Colton,  and  your  deponent,  and 
others  at  this  time  unknown  to  said  deponent,  proceeded  to  the  office  of  said 
Wells ;  and  that  said  Wells  there  inhaled  the  gas,  and  a  tooth  was  extracted 
by  Dr.  Riggs,  a  dentist  then  present ;  and  that  the  said  Wells,  after  the  effect 
of  the  gas  had  subsided,  exclaimed,  '  A  new  era  in  tooth  pulling.'  ** 

On  the  same  point  G.  Howell  Olmstead,  of  Hartford,  says : 

'*In  answer  to  your  question  I  would  state  that  I  wish  to  render  justice  to 
all  parties  concerned.  Having  been  connected  in  business  with  Dr.  Wells,  and 
being  very  intimate  with  him,  we  had  a  great  many  conversations  together  about 
the  effect  of  the  gas,  and  in  those  conversations  he  always  told  me  he  derived  his 
first  idea  of  the  matter  from  remarks  made  by  Dr.S.^A.  Cooley,  at  a  private  ex- 
hibition of  laughing  gas  given  at  the  Union  Hall  in  this  city,  in  the  winter  of 
1844  or  '45 ;  and  that,  from  thoee  remarks,  and  what  he  witnessed  himself,  he 
immediately  applied  it  to  his  own  business." 

Dr.  Ellsworth,  of  Hartford,  when  under  examination,  says,  in  answer  to— 

•*  Question  20.  Why  do  you  think  I  refer  to  that  time  ? 

"  Answer.  Because  I  suppose  you  know  that  Dr.  Wells  always  claimed  that  he 
took  his  idea  from  knowing  that  a  person  might  be  bruised  without  knowing  it ; 
that  he  derived  his. knowledge  of  this  fact  either  from  seeing  some  one  so  bruised 
or  hearing  that  such  was  the  case  at  a  public  lecture  in  this  city. " 

Dr.  Riggs,  of  Hartford,  an  intimate  friend  of  Dr.  Wells,  testifies,  among  other 
things,  as  follows : 

•*  4.  Question.  Do  you  know  Dr.  S.  A.  Cooley  ? 

"  Answer.  I  know  8.  A.  Cooley,  who  is  called  doctor  from  having  been  in  a 
drug  store. 

"  5.  Question.  Was  Cooley  in  your  office,  or  Dr.  Wells's  office,  on  the  11th  of 
December,  1844  ? 

"Answer.  He  waa  in  Dr.  Wells's  office  at  that  time;  I  think,  without  doubt, 
that  is  the  date. 

"  6.  Question.  What  other  persons  were  present  ? 

"Answer.  Mr.  Colton,  who  gave  the  gas  and  had  a  lecture  at  Union  Hall, 
Hartford,  the  evening  previous,  myself,  Dr.  Wells,  and  I  think  two  or  three 
others  whose  names  I  do  not  recollect. 

"  7.  Question.  What  time  in  the  day  was  it  they  came  to  Dr.  Wells's  office  1 

"  Answer.  I  t}iink  between  ten  and  twelve  o'clock  a.  m. 

"  8.  Question.  Did  Dr.  Wells,  Cooley,  and  Colton,  and  the  other  persons,  come 
to  Dr.  Wells's  office  together? 

"Answer.  I  do  not  know;  my  impression  is  they  came  together. 

"9.  Question.  Do  you  know  from  where  they  came  at  that  time? 

"Answer.  I  do  not  know;  but  they  came  with  a  bag  of  gas,  and,  as  the  gas 
was  at  Union  Hall,  I  supposed  they  came  from  that  place." 

These  witnesses  corroberate  the  testimony  of  Cooley,  and  prove  beyond  con- 
troversy that  Dr.  Wells,  instead  of  reasoning  Jrom  analogy  to  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  a  person  on  whom  a  wound  was  inflicted  while  under  the  excitement 
of  exhilarating  gas  would  be  insensible  to  pain,  saw  it  and  Jieard  it  announced 
at  the  time  when,  and  the  place  where,  he  got  the  idea,  and,  instead  of  consult- 
ing with  Dr.  Marcy,  or  any  one  else,  as  to  the  agent  he  should  select,  he  had  a 
bag  filled  with  gas  and  moved  off  in  company  with  Cooley  and  others  who  were 
with  him  at  the  private  exhibition  when  the  accident  occurred,  and  had  his  tooth 
drawn  under  its  influence.  He  then,  as  he  says,  performed  the  same  operation 
on  twelve  or  fifteen  others  with  like  success.  The  fact,  as  it  existed,  indicates 
more  observation  and  promptitude,  and  less  philosophical  reflection,  than  that 
which  he  gives  in  his  several  papers.  It  is  quite  as  creditable  had  it  been 
frankly  told. 

But  in  either  case  there  was  here  no  discovery  of  any  principle  or  fact  in 
physiology.    It  was  known  from  the  earliest  ages  that  a  person  in  a  state  of 
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high  mental  exaltation,  or  when  fully  under  the  influence  of  stimulants  or  nar- 
cotics, may  be  wounded  or  surgically  operated  upon  and  feel  no  pain.  Dr. 
Welle,  therefore,  gave  nothing  to  science  in  proving  to  those  around  him  that 
the  immunity  from  pain  which  the  gas  afforded  extended  as  well  to  the  drawing 
of  a  tooth  as  to  the  bruising  of  a  knee. 

Had  he  pointed  out  and  proved  to  the  world  a  safe,  certain,  and  convenient 
agent  to  produce  such  well-known  results,  he  would  have  been  indeed  a  bene- 
factor to  his  country  and  mankind  ;  but  concede  him  all  he  claims,  and  to  the 
full  extent  of  all  that  his  own  narrative  shows,  he  gave  nothing  to  science, 
nothing  to  mankind. 

He  operated  on  twelve  or  Jijieen  persons,  and  then  went  to  Boston  to  test  his 
discovery  in  the  Medical  College,  in  presence  of  its  professors,  a  learned  and 
enlightened  body,  well  known  to  the  scientific  world.  What  he  did  there  was 
not  done  in  a  comer.  He  failed.  He  had  been  treated  kindly,  had  been  al- 
lowed a  fair  trial,  and  returned  home  mortified  and  disappointed.  He  abandoned 
the  enterprise.  He  certainly  operated  in  no  case  after  his  return  prior  to  the 
first  of  May,  four  months  after,  and  did  not  at  that  time  think  the  gas  ought 
to  be  used  in  cases  of  dentistry.  He  says  in  his  pamphlet  of  March  30,  1847, 
speaking  of  his  unfortunate  adventure  in  the  Boston  hospital : 

"The  excitement  of  the  adventure  immediately  brought  on  illness,  from 
which  I  did  not  recover  for  many  months,  being  thus  obliged  to  relinquish  en- 
tirely my  professional  business." 

The  illness  was  "  immediate,"  from  the  excitement  of  the  adventure ;  the  re- 
linquishment of  business  "  entire." 

In  the  same  pamphlet,  page  six,  he  says,  in  speaking  of  his  conference  with 
Dr.  Warren :  "  In  proof  of  this  theory  I  related  my  experience  in  extracting 
teeth  under  the  influence  of  nitrous  oxide  gas,  stating  that,  with  one  or  ttco  rx- 
ceptions,  all  on  whom  I  had  operated,  numbenng  twelve  or  fifteen,  assured  me 
that  they  experienced  no  pain  whatever."  This  would  make  from  ten  to  thir- 
teen successful  cases.  This  argues  very  well  with  both  the  statement  in  con- 
versation and  the  sworn  testimony  of  the  Hon.  J.  Dixon.  In  his  conversation 
with  Edward  Warren,  as  sworn  to  by  that  witness,  Mr.  Dixon  says :  "  As  near 
as  I  can  recollect,  that,  about  two  years  before,  he  had  heard  that  Dr.  Wells  wa« 
making  some  experiments  with  nitrous  oxide  gas  to  prevent  pain  in  extracting 
teeth ;  that  having  a  severe  toothache,  he  called  on  him,  proposing  to  take  this 
gas,  but  that  Dr.  Wells  informed  him  that,  after  giving  it  to  thirteen  or  fourteen 
patients  with  only  partial  success,  he  had  abandoned  its  use  as  dangerous,  and 
dissuaded  him  from  resorting  to  it." 

Mr.  Dixon  himself,  testifying  as  a  witness,  shows  his  memoiy  to  have  been 
very  exact;  he  says: 

"  I  had  repeated  conversations  with  Riggs  and  Wells.  Think  both  said  tliat 
for  so  slight  an  operation  as  pulling  teeth  they  would  not  advise  its  use,  bnt 
that  in  severe  surgical  operations,  as  amputation,  it  should  be  used ;  but  in 
l^lighl  operations  it  was  not  best  to  run  the  risk  of  using  the  gas.  Wells  said 
its  use  would  entirely  prevent  pain,  and  he  had  extracted  ^irteen  teeth  with 
safety  and  without  pain.  These  conversations  were  in  May,  1845,  and  subse- 
quent. Wells  spoke  of  it  as  a  recent  discovery  by  him ;  said  he  had  announced 
it  to  some  of  the  Boston  faculty.  I  think  Jackson  and  Morton  were  mentioned 
by  name,  but  am  not  positive.  He  spoke  of  an  experiment  before  a  class  in 
Boston,  in  which  he  did  not  succeed  as  he  had  in  Hartford,  and  the  witnesses 
of  his  experiment  discouraged  him." 

Twelve  or  Jifteen  cases  he  had  tried,  all  except  two,  with  success  before  he 
went  to  Boston  in  December,  1844,  or  January,  1845.  He  had  succeeded  in 
thirteen  cases,  in  all,  when  he  conversed  with  Mr.  Dixon  "in  May  1845,  and 
subsequent,**  and  he  thought  the  gas  ought  not  to  be  used  in  so  slight  an  opera- 
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tkm  as  putting  teeth.  Entertaining  that  opinion,  he,  of  course,  would  not  use  it, 
and  there  is  no  evidence  and  no  assertion  on  his  pait  that  he  did  use  it  from 
the  time  of  his  visit  to  Boston  until  Doctor  Morton's  discovery  was  promulgated 
and  attracted  the  attention  of  the  world.  Nor  was  it  for  the  want  of  sufficient 
opportunity  to  get  the  attention  of  the  medical  faculty,  or  for  the  want  of  health 
to  pursue  his  investigations ;  on  the  contrary,  in  a  letter  to  Doctor  Morton  dated 
July  31,  1845,  we  find  him  establishing  himself  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  midst  of  hospitals  and  surgeons.  The  letter 
referred  to  is  as  follows : 

«  New  York,  July  31,  1845. 

**  Fribnd  Morton  :  You  will  see  by  the  date  of  this  letter  that  I  am  at 
present  in  New  York.  I  came  here  about  two  weeks  since  for  the  purpose  of 
starting  a  business  to  do  plate  work." 

In  his  letter  of  February  17,  1847,  he  aays : 

"  Since  this  discovery  was  first  made  I  have  administered  nitrous  oxide  gas 
Mnd  the  vapor  of  ether  to  about  fifty  patients,  my  operations  having  been  limited 
to  this  small  number  in  consequence  of  a  protracted  illness  which  immediately 
ensued  ou  my  return  home  from  Boston  in  January,  1845." 

So  that  in  a  little  more  than  two  years,  from  December,  1844,  to  February, 
1847,  he  had  administered  to  about  Mty  patients,  and  no  more,  for  he  seems 
well  aware  that  the  small  number  of  cases  will  be  marked  against  him,  and  he 
accordingly  apologizes.  Take  the  very  loose  testimony  of  the  witnesses  ex- 
amined in  behalf  of  his  representatives  witliout  this  coMuexion,  and  we  would  be 
led  to  conclude  that  he  had  operated  on  more  than  one-fourth  of  that  number  in 
a  single  day. 

Doctor  Wells  was  afraid  to  administer  the  nitrous  oxide  without  the  "  co-op- 
eration of  the  medical  faculty.''  But  they  would  not  co-operate.  Of  them  he 
says:  "  A?l  were  fearful  of  doing  some  serious  injury  with  iL"  That  is  true. 
So  they  were,  and  so  they  would  be  now,  if  its  use  were  again  proposed.  The 
medical  faculty  are,  as  a  body,  cautious,  but  not  timid.  They  were  afraid  to 
use  nitrous  oxide  lest  they  should  do  serious  injury  with  it;  but  they  were  not 
afraid  to  use  sulphuric  ether  when  its  anaesthetic  qualities  were  made  known  to 
them.  They  received  the  announcement  of  its  discovery  with  shouts  of  exulta- 
tion; there  was  an  end  of  pain,  and  an  end  of  mesmerism  as  a  pain-subduing 
agent;  and  it  was  at  once  received  into  universal  use  by  the  medical  faculty. 
And  the  witnesses  speak  of  it  as  a  thing  understood  that  Doctor  Wells  ceased 
his  experiments  and  gave  up  the  pursuit  until  after  the  time  the  discovery  of 
Doctor  Morton  had  obtained  universal  use  and  celebrity.  Doctor  Ellsworth, 
speaking  of  his  failure  in  Boston,  in  the  winters  of  1 844-' 45,  says : 

"  He  presented  it  to  Doctor  Warren,  who  laid  it  before  his  class,  but  the  ex- 
periment first  attempted  partially  failing,  and  no  one  seeming  willing  to  lend 
him  a  helping  hand,  he  ceased  making  any  further  personal  efforts." 

Every  scintilla  of  testimony  which  has  application  on  or  about  this  time  im- 
plies total  abandonment     Geo.  Brinley,  of  Hartford,  being  interrogated,  says : 

"  Question.  Did  you  say,  in  the  presence  of  Doctor  Wells,  that  the  indi- 
vidual who  discovered  this  idea  was  stupid  that  he  did  not  pursue  it  t 

"  Answer.  I  said  it  to  him. 

"  Question.  What  did  he  say  ? 

"Answer.  I  did  not  know  him  at  the  time,  and  begged  his  pardon.  He  said 
he  would  forgive  me,  as  he  saw  I  was  his  friend;  that  he  was  stupid,  or  a  jack- 
ass, that  /le  had  not  pursued  it.**  ^-^  , 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


104  DE.   WM.   T.   G.   MOKTON. 

Howell  Olmstead,  jr.,  of  Hartford,  who  was  engaged  in  disposiDg  of  the  rights 
of  sale  for  the  patent  shower-baths  of  Dr.  Wells,  says  : 

**  I  considered  that  he  had  abandoned  the  thing  entirely,  as  he  expressed  him- 
self to  me ;  that  the  operation  in  some  cases  proved  a  perfect  failure,  and  spoke 
of  his  unsuccessful  trial  in  Boston  in  1845.  He  expressed  himself  as  being 
very  sorry  that  he  had  not  prosecuted  his  experiments  to  a  successful  termina- 
tion ;  and  he  also  regretted  stopping  the  matter  where  he  did,  for  he  thought  an 
immense  fortune  might  be  made  of  the  business,  and  that  the  discovery  would 
reflect  great  honor  upon  the  discoverer." 

The  opinions  of  Drs.  Wells  and  Riggs  as  to  the  impolicy  of  using  nitrons  oxide 
in  cases  of  dentistry  seems  to  have  been  that  also  of  the  profession  in  Hartford. 
But  a  very  few  cases  could  be  proven  of  its  use  between  January,  1845,  and  Sep- 
tember, 1846,  in  the  ^hole  city  of  Hartford,  although  the  persons  thus  operated 
upon  during  this  period  of  nearly  twenty  months  were  called  on  by  newspaper 
advertisements  to  appear  and  give  their  names  to  Doctor  Ellsworth. — (Hartford 
Daily  Times,  November  24,  1852.)  It  had  had  its  day  and  was  abandoned,  to 
be  revived  again  and  live  for  another  brief  day  after  the  publication  of  Doctor 
Morton's  successful  experiments  with  sulphuric  ether.  Doctor  Cooley,  of  Hart- 
ford, in  answer  to  inquiries  made  of  him  oy  Doctor  Morton  as  to  the  statement 
which  he  had  given  in  behalf  of  Mrs.  Wells,  above  referred  to  and  partly  set  out, 
in  answer  to  the  inquiry,  "  you  say,  moreover,  that  you  administered,  when  re- 
quested to  do  so  by  surgeons  and  dentists.  8th.  Was  this  not  subsequent  to 
tne  ether  discovery  V    He  says : 

"Answer  8.  Yes;  it  was  after  the  ether  discovery,  in  1846,  that  I  adminis- 
tered the  gas  for  surgeons  and  dentists ;  that  then  being  an  attempt  by  us  all 
to  renew  the  experiments,  as  the  public  and  ourselves  had  lost  confidence,  and 
doubted  the  practicability  of  the  thing,  until  the  successful  introduction  of  ether. 
I  administered  gas  for  Dr.  Ellsworth,  an  intimate  friend  of  W^ells,  and  also  to 
several  others ;  but  the  last  time  that  I  exhibited  it  was  to  a  lady  at  Dr.  Green- 
leaf's  office,  which,  in  a  great  measure,  proved  a  failure,  and  then  ether  and 
chloroform  assumed  the  place  of  the  gas,  and  operations  were  more  successful 
in  the  use  of  them ;  and  since  then  I  have  had  but  little  to  do  with  the  matter, 
as  other  business  has  taken  up  my  time  and  attention. 

"  Answer  9.  I  knew  of  Dr.  Wells  going  to  Boston  soon  after  the  noise  in  the 
papers  of  the  discovery  of  the  eflfects  of  ether  by  you  in  1846,  and  had  a  con- 
versation with  him  on  his  return  about  your  discovery.  He  made  no  claim  to 
me  of  the  discovery  being  his,  but,  on  the  contrary,  expressed  regrets  that  we 
had  not  continued  our  experiments  to  a  successful  termination." 

Now,  if  all  that  Dr.  Wells  claimed,  and  all  that  his  friends  claim  for  him  and 
for  themselves,  to  have  been  done  by  him  and  them  down  to  the  time  of  his 
visit  to  Boston  in  January,  1847,  be  true,  there  was  no  discovery  of  a  safe,  cer- 
tain, and  convenient  anaesthetic  agent  such  as  the  world  at  large  could  and  would 
adopt — ^none  that  would  be  useful  to  the  people  and  to  the  army  and  to  the  navy 
of  the  United  States,  nor  was  such  discovery  at  all  advanced.  Nothing  more 
seems  to  have  been  done  than  to  satisfy  the  profession  that  nitrous  oxide  gas 
would  not  do  as  an  anaesthetic  agent,  and  to  prevent  further  experiments  in 
that  quarter.  Dr.  Wells's  thirteen  experiments  were  made  among  friends,  bold, 
hardy  young  men,  and,  of  course,  each  person  operated  upon  would  take  a  share, 
however  small,  of  the  glory.  The  operation  was  performed  gratis,  and  with 
"  mental  preparation;"  hence  its  success.  But  when  a  stranger  was  the  subject; 
when  the  domestic  and  social  influence  were  gone,  in  the  great  world,  in  the 
public  hospital,  the  experiment  failed,  and  its  failure  opened  the  eyes  of  Dr. 
Wells  to  the  fallacy  of  his  former  apparent  success,  by  which  he  and  those  with 
whom  he  operated  upon  were  alike  deceived.    They  were  naturally  the  dupes 
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of  each  other  and  of  ihemselves,  and  Dr.  Wells,  heing  at  last  undeceived,  im- 
mediately did  what  he  could  to  dispel  the  illusion.  He  declared  his  disappoint- 
ment and  mistake.  The  gas  did  not  operate  as  he  expected.  He  quit  its  use, 
and  he  and  Dr.  Biggs  advised  their  patients  against  it.  While  he  had  faith  he 
entered  into  an  arrangement  with  Dr.  Cooley,  of  Hartford,  to  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness in  partnership  extensively,  and  Cooley,  in  speaking  of  it,  says : 

"  The  first  intimation  I  had  that  Dr.  Wells  did  not  intend  to  carry  out  our 
partnership  arrangement  with  me  was  when  he  informed  me,  several  weeks  after 
this  arrangement  was  entered  into  between  us,  that  he  had  just  returned  from 
Boston,  where  he  had  made  a  public  experiment,  which  had  proved  a  failure. 
He  then  said  to  me  that  he  was  disappointed  in  the  effects  of  the  gas,  and  that 
it  would  not  operate  as  we  had  hoped  and  thought  it  would,  as  there  was  no 
certainty  to  be  placed  upon  it,  and,  consequently,  he  should  abandon  it,  as  he 
had  BO  much  other  business  to  attend  to,  and  as  the  gas  would  not  operate  in 
all  cases  alike,  and  therefore  could  not  be  trusted.  He  advised  me  to  go  on 
with  my  exhibitions,  and  thought  I  could  make  money  out  of  them,  and  that, 
although  he  had  got  through  with  his  experiments  in  the  business,  he  would 
assist  me  in  any  way  he  could  in  order  that  I  might  succeed  in  my  lectures,  and 
suggested  to  me  to  connect  with  my  lectures  and  administering  the  gas  mesmer- 
ism, and  the  use  of  a  card  of  questions  which  he  had  prepared,  so  arranged  that 
a  correct  answer  could  be  given  by  a  person  in  an  adjoining  room  as  to  the  time 
of  day,  &c.,  by  the  particular  manner  in  which  the  question  was  asked.  Feeling 
some  confidence  that  by  following  his  suggestions  I  should  realize  sufficient 
firom  the  lectures  to  reimburse  me  for  my  time  and  expenses  while  in  company 
with  him,  the  matter  was  then  dropped  between  us,  and  I  pursued  my  lectures." 

Thus  warning  him  to  leave  off  experiments  which,  if  pushed  to  the  point  of 
success,  must  be  dangerous  to  life,  and  go  on  and  amuse  and  humbug  the  people 
in  a  manner  that  would  be  pleasant,  and  by  means  not  at  all  dangerous,  Dr. 
Wells,  in  his  papers,  after  the  success  of  sulphuric  ether,  professes  to  have 
discussed  and  considered  its  qualities  before  commencing  his  experiments,  and 
chosen  in  its  stead  the  nitrous  oxide  gas.  We  have  seen  that  in  this  he  was 
mistaken.  He  was  led  on  to  his  experiments  by  a  course  of  events  in  which 
philosophical  induction,  analysis,  and  comparison  could  not  have  intervened. 
Dr.  Marcy  testifies  to  the  same  thing,  but  his  evidence  is  met  by  the  same 
stubborn  fact. 

But  it  is  now  said  that  Dr.  Wells  did  once  use  the  vapor  of  sulphuric  ether, 
and  extracted  a  tooth  from  J.  Gaylord  Wells  while  under  its  influence.  Dr. 
Wells  does  not  say  so,  nor  is  the  assumption  consistent  with  his  statements.  It 
rests  solely  on  the  testimony  of  Gaylord  Wells,  and  a  special  deposition  is  taken 
at  a  late  day  to  establish  it.     In  March,  1847,  he  testifies  as  follows : 

"  Hartford,  March  26,  1847. 
"  I  hereby  testify  that  more  than  two  years  prior  to  this  date,  on  being 
informed  that  Horace  Wells,  dentist,  of  this  city,  had  made  a  valuable  discovery, 
by  which  means  he  could  extract  teeth  without  pain  to  the  patient,  which  con- 
sisted in  the  use  of  stimulating  gas,  or  vapor,  I  inhaled  the  exhilarating  gas,  and, 
under  its  influence,  had  six  extracted  without  the  least  pain.  I  would  further 
state  that  for  more  than  eighteen  months  from  the  time  I  first  submitted  to  this 
operation  by  the  application  of  gas  I  heard  no  other  name  mentioned  as  the  dis- 
coverer except  that  of  the  above-named  Horace  Wells. 

"J.  GAYLORD  WELLS,  184 J  Main  street:' 

Six  teeth  extracted,  all  under  the  influence  of  exhilarating  gas — nothing  of 
sulphuric  ether. 

F.  C.  Goodrich  was  present  when  Gay  lord's  teeth  were  extracted.  He  testi- 
fies in  answer  to  interrogatories :  ^  , 
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"  Question.  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  that  Dr.  Wells  ever  made  use 
of  ether  as  an  anaesthetic  agent  in  any  surgical  or  dental  operation  ? 

"Answer.  No. 

*'  Question.  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  that  ether  was  ever  used  hy 
any  person,  in  any  such  operation,  before  the  fall  of  1846  ? 

•*  Answer.  I  have  not. 

"  Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  Dr.  Wells  extract  any  other  tooth,  under  the 
influence  of  nitrous  oxide,  than  your  own  ?  if  yea,  who  and  when  ? 

"  Answer.  I  have ;  I  saw  him  extract  several  for  J.  Gaylord  Wells,  and  one 
for  Wm.  H.  Burleigh ;  Wells's  were  all  extracted  at  one  time,  soon  after  mine 
was  extracted,  and  Burleigh's  soon  after ;  I  should  think  within  a  week  after 
mine  was  extracted. 

**  Question.  Did  you  ever  know  or  hear  that  Dr.  Wells  extracted  any  teeth, 
under  the  influence  of  any  anaesthetic  agent,  after  his  return  from  Boston,  in 
January,  1845,  and  before  October  1,  1846  ? 

"  Ans.  I  don't  know  that  I  did." 

Dr.  Biggs  says  that  Gaylord  Wells  was  one  among  the  first  to  whom  the 
gas  was  administered,  (answer  to  29th  interrogatory.) 

Gaylord  Wells's  deposition  was  again  taken  to  prove  that  his  teeth  were  not 
all  drawn  at  once,  but  at  several  times,  and  no  more  than  ttpo  teeth  at  a  time, 
and  that  sulphuric  ether  was  used  at  one  of  those  times ;  "  whereupon,  Jinding  it 
disagreeable^  Tie  advised  his  friends  not  to  use  it,  but  continue  the  gas"  This 
witness,  and  the  parties  who  suffered  him  thus  to  t  stify,  could  not  have  looked 
to  his  first  affidavit  before  he  swore  to  the  second. 

In  his  first  he  says  :  **  I  inhaled  the  exhilarating  gas,  and,  under  its  influence, 
had  six  extracted  without  the  least  pain" 

In  the  last  he  says  that  only  fve  were  with  the  gas,  and  one  with  sulphuric 
ether ;  the  ether  was  not  given  from  the  bag,  "  but  some  different  apparatus" 

This  witness  contradicts  himself.  He  is  contradicted  by  his  companion,  F. 
C.  Goodrich.  He  pretends  to  state  an  important  fact,  not  hinted  at  by  Dr. 
Wells  in  his  lifetime,  and  which  is  against  the  whole  current  of  the  evidence. 
In  the  pamphlet  of  Dr.  Wells,  already  referred  to,  he  says :  "  I  have  confned 
myself  to  the  use  of  nitrous  oxide  gas,  because  I  became  fully  satisfied,  Jrom 
the  first,  that  it  was  less  injurious  to  the  system  than  ether." 

He  says,  however,  that  Dr.  Marcy  tried  ether  in  oTie  surgical  operation,  and 
thereupon  advised  him  by  all  means  to  continue  the  use  of  the  nitrons  oxide 
gas.  Dr.  Wells  says  that,  after  and  upon  consultation,  he  determined  to  con- 
tinue the  use  of  the  gas ;  but  he  does  not  say  it  was,  or  after  an  experiment 
upon  Mr.  Gaylord  Wells,  or  that  he  was  of  those  with  whom  he  advised. 

We  leave  the  testimony  of  this  witness  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

On  the  17th  of  February,  1847,  Dr.  Wells  made  a  publication  in  Galignani'd 
Messenger,  in  which,  speaking  of  nitrous  oxide,  and  the  vapor  of  sulphuric 
ether,  he  says :  "  The  less  atmospheric  air  admitted  into  the  lungs  with  any 
gas  or  vapor,  the  better." 

It  is  not  to  be  believed  that  at  this  time  he  had  ever  administered  the  vapor 
of  sulphuric  ether ;  that  vapor  will  not  support  respiration,  and  a  patient  could  live 
no  longer  inhaling  it,  without  a  mixture  of  atmospheric  air,  than  he  could  live 
with  his  head  under  water.  It  takes  about  three  minutes  to  produce  the 
effect  of  anaesthesia  with  etheric  vapor,  which,  administered  according  to  Dr. 
Wells's  direction,  without  atmospheric  air,  would,  in  most  cases,  destroy  life. 
But  if  it  had  been  true  that  Dr.  Wells  used  ether  with  success,  it  was  a  matter 
of  no  importance,  the  physicians  and  surgeons  of  his  own  town  never  knew  it ; 
no  mark  of  pen  or  pencil  attested  it  till  long  after  Dr.  Morton's  discovery,  six 
years  after  Gaylord  Wells's  affidavit  gave  it  to  the  world.  Drs.  Wells, 
Kiggs,  and  Marcy  say  they  consulted  about  the  use  of  sulphuric  ether  and  con- 
demned it.    Drs.  Wells  and  Biggs  at  once,  and  Dr.  Marcy  after  a  trial.    All 
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rejected  it,  or  abandoned  its  use  on  trial.  It  is  immaterial*  whether  Dr.  Marcy, 
in  fact,  tried  it  or  not ;  but  is  he  not  mistaken  in  supposing  he  tried  it  ?  No 
trace  of  the  patient,  on  whom  the  experiment  was  tried,  can  be  found.  One 
hundred  dollars  reward  has  been  offered,  but  yet  he  cannot  be  found.  Dr. 
Marcy  cannot  give  his  name,  or  any  account  of  him,  except  that  he  operated 
upon  him  while  under  the  influence  of  sulphuric  ether.  He  made  no  cotempo- 
raneous  entry,  wrote  no  cotemporaneous  letter,  which  can  be  vouched  to  prove 
this  most  important  experiment ;  and  more  than  this,  Dr.  Marcy  has  not  always 
testified  cautiously.  The  close  of  his  aflSdavit  of  December  1,  1849,  may  be 
taken  as  an  example  ;  he  says : 

"  I  also  further  declare  that  I  was  aware  of  the  fact  of  Dr.  Wells's  visit  to 
Boston,  in  1844,  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  his  discovery  to  the  faculty 
of  that  city.  I  also  had  an  interview  with  Dr.  Wells  soon  after  his  return  from 
Boston,  when  he  informed  me  that  he  had  made  known  to  Dr.  C.  T.  Jackson  and 
Mr.  Morton,  the  ansesthetic  properties  of  the  nitrous  oxide  gas,  the  ether  vapor, 
and  other  analogous  substances.  He  also  infonned  me  that  he  had  made  an  im- 
perfect trial  with  the  gas  before  Dr.  Warren's  class,  but  that  the  experiment  was 
not  satisfactory  on  account  of  the  patient's  getting  an  insufficient  Quantity  of  the 
gas.  He  further  informed  me  that  his  discovery  and  his  whole  idea  respecting 
anaesthetic  agents  was  ridiculed  by  Dr.  Jackson  and  other  medical  men  of  Bos- 
ton, but  that  his  former  pupil,  Morton,  swallowed  this  ridiculous  idea  greedily 
and  kept  it  down  until  1846,  when  he  ejected  it  at  Washington  in  the  form  of  a 
patented  compound — mark  the  word — compound,  called  Letheon." 

Now,  it  is  very  certain,  even  if  Dr.  Wells  were  in  the  habit  of  using  language 
so  coarse  and  absurd,  which  does  not  seem  to  be  the  case,  that  he  did  not  say, 
on  his  return  home  from  Boston  in  the  spring  of  1845,  what  Dr.  Marcy  testifies 
he  then  said  of  Dr.  Morton  doing  in  1846.  Suppose  it  all  to  be  about  to  happen 
just  so,  Dr.  Wells  could  not  have  known  it  and  denounced  it  to  Dr.  Morton  a 
year  before  it  took  place. 

"  It  is  upon  Dr.  Marcy  principally  that  the  Wells  claim  seeks  to  support  it- 
self. It  must  be  conceded  that  he,  Marcy,  knew  from  Wells  all  that  Wells 
knew  or  suspected.  Wells  himself,  in  his  publication  of  1847,  vouches  Dr. 
Marcy  as  the  person  with  whom  he  'advised'  and  *  discussed  the  comparative 
merits  of  nitrous  oxide  gas  and  rectified  sulphuric  ether.' 

•*  It  is  important,  then,  to  see,  if  possible,  to  what  conclusions  Wells's  experi- 
ments and  discoveries  had  brought  Dr.  Marcy.  This  gentleman,  in  his  deposi- 
tion of  1849,  (Wells's  pamphlets,  1852,  p.  31,)  declares  that,  *in  the  month  of 
October,  1844,'  (which  is  two  months  prior  to  the  first  notion  of  Wells  on  this 
subject,)  he  *  witnessed  the  extraction  of  a  tooth  from  the  person  of  T.  C.  Good- 
rich, esq.,  of  this  city,  (Hartford,)  by  Dr.  Horace  Wells,  after  nitrous  oxide  gas 
had  been  inhaled,  and  without  the  slightest  consciousness  of  pain  on  the  part  of 
the  gentleman  operated  upon.  Not  only  was  the  extraction  accomplished  with- 
out pain,  but  the  inhalation  of  the  gas  was  effected  without  any  of  those  indica- 
tions of  excitement  or  attempts  at  muscular  exertion  which  so  commonly  obtain 
when  the  gas  is  administered  without  a  definite  object  or  previous  mental  prep- 
aration. By  this  experiment  two  important,  and,  to  myself,  entirely  new  facts 
were  demonstrated  :  1st.  That  the  body  could  be  rendered  insensible  to  pain  by 
the  inhalation  of  a  gas  or  vapor  capable  of  producing  certain  effects  upon  the 
organism^  and  2d.  When  such  agents  were  administered  to  a  sufficient  extent, 
for  a  definite  object,  and  with  a  suitable  impression  being  previously  produced 
upon  the  mind,  that  no  unusual  mental  excitement,  or  attempt  at  physical  effort, 
would  follow  the  inhalation.' 

"  It  is  impossible  to  read  Dr.  Marcy 's  statement  of  these  '  two  new  facts '  with- 
out being  reminded  of  Cooley's  testimony  with  regard  to  mesmerism.  It  is  ap. 
parent  that  the  second  and  important  fact  which  Dr.  Marcy  deduced  from  th^ 
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experiment  of  Dr.  Wells,  viz :  that  the  inseneibility  to  pain  would  be  attended 
by  such  a  condition  of  the  patient  as  would  make  it  possible  to  subject  him  to 
a  surgical  operation,  hinged  upon  two  independent  and  fanciful  perquisites,  viz : 
that  the  gas  should  be  *  administered  for  a  definite  object,'  and  that  the  patient 
should  have  '  a  suitable  impression  previously  produced  upon  the  mind.' 

"  Again  he  says,  in  an  article  published  in  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  on  the 
30th  day  of  December,  1846  :  'Another  fact  in  relation  to  the  exhilarating  gas, 
&c.,  is  worthy  of  notice.  Under  ordinary  circumstances,  the  person  who  inhales 
the  gas  has  no  control  over  himself,  but  if,  previous  to  his  taking  the  gas,  he 
fixes  his  mind  strongly  upon  some  given  purpose,  and  exercises  his  will  steadily 
in  order  to  effect  and  carry  out  this  purpose,  he  will,  in  nearly  every  instance, 
remain  quiet.* ' 

Wells,  in  his  publication  dated  Paris,  February  17, 1847,  Boston  Atlas,  says: 

**  Much  depends  on  the  btate  of  mind  of  the  patient  during  the  inhalation  of  gas 
or  vapor.  If  the  individual  takes  it  with  a  determination  to  submit  to  a  surgical 
operation,  he  has  no  disposition  to  exert  the  muscular  system,  whereas,  under 
other  circumstances,  it  seems  impossible  to  restrain  him  from  over  exertion ;  he 
becomes  perfectly  uncontrollable.  It  is  well  to  instruct  all  patients  of  this  fact 
before  the  inhalation  takes  place." 

This  is  sheer  charlatanism.  A  discovery  which  depends  for  its  efficacy 
upon  the  concurrence  of  two  fools,  one  to  administer  and  the  other  to  be  admiu- 
istered  upon — Cleaving  everything  to  the  effect  of  imagination — is  only  entitled 
to  the  attention  of  such  as  are  fit  to  be  operators  or  patients  under  that  system; 
and  the  number  of  these,  it  is  hoped,  is  small. 

But  how  is  it  possible  that  these  mental  pre-occupations  of  operator  and 
patient  should  have  been  adopted  by  Dr.  Marcy  as  necessary  conditions  to  the 
success  of  Dr.  Wells's  discovery,  if  that  discovery  was  understood  by  Marcy  at 
that  time,  as  identical  with  or  equivalent  to  the  discovery  made  by  the  unaer* 
signed  1  The  latter  is  purely  physical  in  its  operation.  It  does  not  differ  in 
this  respect  from  any  other  fact  or  theory  in  the  materia  medica.  The  former 
essentially  depends  upon  the  imagination ;  and,  fortunately  for  humanity,  most 
have  but  a  rare  and  doubtful  operation.  It  is  nevertheless  a  fact,  not  now  to  be 
disputed,  that  the  manipulations  of  the  mesmerizer  have  reduced  patients  (and 
more  than  the  twelve  or  fifteen  claimed  by  Welle)  to  the  condition  which  Dr. 
Marcy  proposes  in  his  second  specification  of  'important  and  new  facts.' 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  then,  that  these  gentlemen,  Drs.  Marcy  and 
Ellsworth,  should  concur  with  Wells  in  the  opinion  that  the  operation  was  un- 
certain and  could  not  be  trusted,  and  practically  abandoned  all  idea,  if  such  was 
ever  entertained  by  them,  of  making  it  a  useful  agent  in  surgery.  In  fact,  it 
does  not  appear  that  either  of  them  performed  any  operation  with  its  aid  until 
after  the  discovery  by  the  undersigned ;  at  all  events  not  between  that  time  and 
the  early  experiments  which  we  have  seen  had  resulted  so  as  to  induce  Wells 
himself  to  aoandon  the  subject.  After  the  discovery  by  the  undersigned  had 
been  fully  tested  and  established,  it  was  easy  enough  to  reason  themselves  into 
the  belief  that  it  was  all  embraced  in  that  which  they  participated  in,  but  which 
had  been  without  the  slightest  profit  to  the  world  at  large,  or  any  practical  ad- 
vance towards  this  great  boon  to  humanity. 

It  is  true  that  Dr.  Marcy  states  that  he  performed  an  opei'ation  with  ether 
soon  after  Wells's  first  experiments  with  the  nitrous  oxide;  but  it  is  by  no 
means  clear  that  such  was  the  fact ;  and  if  the  fact,  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that 
the  experiment  was  a  failure.  When  the  idea  occurred  to  Wells,  in  the  face  oi 
his  letter  of  October,  1846,  to  Dr.  Morton,  to  claim  that  ho  had  made  the 
same,  or  an  equivalent  discovery  in  1844 ;  and  when  Drs.  Marcy  and  Ellsworth 
came  to  his  aid,  it  is  not  possible  that  the  fact  that  ether  itself  had  been  used, 
and  that  "  the  operation  was  entirely  unattended  with  pain,"  if  such  a  fact  existed 
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should  not  have  instantly  occurred  to  tliem  as  most  material  to  his  claim,  and 
that  the  facts  and  particulars,  with  clear  proof  thereof,  should  not  have  been 
in^tantlyproduced.  Yet  there  are  two  publications,  by  Dr.  Marcy  himself,  de- 
fending Wells's  claim— -one  on  the  30th  December,  1846,  and  the  other  on  the 
8th  of  January,  1847,  both  in  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  in  which  the  material 
fact,  although  directly  pertinent  to  the  precise  purpose  of  the  publications,  is  not 
even  alluded  to.  In  both  of  these  publications  he  limits  himself  to  the  state- 
ment that  he,  Marcy,  had  suggested  the  use  of  ether  to  Wells ;  but  that,  "upon 
reflection  and  more  full  discussion,"  he  had  advised  that  the  exhilarating  gas  was 
preferable.  On  the  27th  of  March,  1847,  (W^ells's  pamphlet,  Haitford,  J.  Gaylard 
Wells,  1847,  p.  20,)  he  makes  his  third  publication,  (p.  132,)  and  verifies  the  same 
by  affidavit,  wherein,  after  reiterating  that  ether  had  been  discussed,  and  that  he 
had  advised  against  its  use,  he,  for  the  first  time,  states  the  following  fact :  "I  also 
take  this  occasion  to  assert  from  my  positive  knowledge  that  the  ether  vapor 
was  administered  very  soon  after  this  period,  (and  prior  to  1845.)  for  the  per- 
formance of  a  surgical  operation.*' 

This  is  all  he  says  of  it.  He  does  not  intimate  that  he  performed  the  opera- 
tion ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  states  that  he  had  steadily  advised  against  its  use. 
Nor  does  he  state  what  the  operation  was,  nor  what  success  attended  it.  It 
was  reserved  for  his  fourth  statement,  made  ^ve  years  after  the  operation,  (1849,) 
to  disclose  the  fact  that  he  himself  performed  the  operation  upon  "  the  young 
man  above  alluded  to,"  and  that  it  was  the  cutting  "from  his  head  an  encysted 
tumor  about  the  size  of  an  English  walnut,  and  that  the  operation  was  entirely 
unattended  with  pain ;  and  demonstrated  to  Dr.  Wells  and  mj^self,  in  the  most 
conclusive  manner,  the  ansesthetic  properties  of  ether  vapor."  Still,  there  is 
nothing  stated  to  enable  any  information  to  be  obtained  touching  this  important 
operation  beyond  what  Dr.  Marcy  himself  chooses  to  communicate.  Wells  thus 
refers  to  it:  "Let  it  be  observed,  however,  that  at  this  time,  (November,  1844,) 
while  we  had  the  subject  under  consideration,  a  surgical  operation  was  performed 
at  Dr.  Marcy's  office  under  the  influence  of  sulphuric  ether,  as  is  proved  by 
affidavit.  The  doctor  then  advised  me  by  all  means  to  continue  the  use  of  nitrous 
oxide  gas."  And  yet,  in  1849,  it  is  pretended  that  the  operation  was  entirely 
successful,  and  ought  therefore  to  have  led,  "  bv  all  means,"  to  the  contrary  ad- 
vice !     Testimony  like  this  cannot  be  expected  to  produce  conviction. 

As  to  the  alleged  operation  no  one  has  ever  been  able  to  hear  of  it,  except 
through  Dr.  Marcy.  Anxious  to  prove  the  matter.  Dr.  Morton  offered  a  reward 
of  one  hundi*ed  dollars,  in  Hartford,  to  any  one  who  could  tell  the  name  of  the 
patieut,  or  give  him  any  means  to  find  him.  On  this  point,  he  refers  to  the  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Cornwall,  his  counsel  there.  The  failure  to  produce,  indicate,  or 
in  any  degree  describe  "  the  young  man,"  under  these  circumstances,  is  entirely 
consistent  with  any  view  of  Dr.  Marcy's  evidence. 

The  facts  connected  with  Wells's  own  conduct  and  publications  in  this  mat- 
ter are  worthy  of  attention  in  this  connexion. 

After  his  remarkable  letter  of  October,  1846,  and  when  the  discovery  of  Dr.  Mor- 
ton's had  assumed  its  full  magnitude  and  importance.  Wells  first  appears  as  a  claim- 
ant before  the  public  on  the  7th  of  December,  1846,  in  the  Hartford  Courant,  two 
years  after  his  pretended  discovery,  and  limits  his  pretensions  to  having  had  a 
tooth  drawn  himself,  and  afterwards  having  perfoimed  similar  operations  for 
"  twelve  or  fifteen"  others  under  the  influence  of  nitrous  oxide.  No  allusion  is 
made  to  any  experiment  with  ether,  or  to  any  subsequent  use  of  nitrous  oxide ; 
but  his  whole  career  is  there  summed  up  with  his  failure  at  Boston,  in  1845. 
His  letter  to  Dr.  Morton,  of  October,  1846,  shows  his  appreciation  of  the  ad- 
vantages that  would  belong  to  the  discoverer.  He  says  :  "  If  the  operation  of 
administering  the  gas  is  not  attended  with  too  much  trouble,  and  will  produce 
the  effect  you  state,  it  will  undoubtedly  be  a  fortune  to  you,  provided  it  is  rightly 
managed."     After  publishing  his  letter  of  the  7th  of  December,  he  proceeds  to 
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Europe  upon  a  speculation  in  picturcB.  Arriving  in  Paria,  he  finds  the  whole 
scientific  world  agitated  with  this  subject.  He  makes  no  claims.  It  is  not  till 
after  Dr.  Brewster,  of  Paris,  reads  the  publication  by  Marcj  and  Ellsworth, 
taken  from  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  and  sends  to  him,  Wells,  "  begging  him 
to  call  on  him  (Brewster)  and  tell  him  if  he  is  the  true  man,"  that  he  is  stimu- 
lated to  make  the  publication  in  Galignani*s  Messenger,  which  is  copied  in  the 
Boston  Atlas. — (Letter  of  Brewster  dated  24th  of  March,  1847.)  In  this  publi- 
cation, his  experiments,  theretofore  stated  to  have  been  with  nitrous  oxide  alone, 
are  claimed  to  have  been  with  ether  also.  He  is  entirely  unprepared  with  any 
proof  Dr.  Brewster,  to  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  says  :  **  Imagine 
to  yourselves,  Messrs.  Editors,  a  man  to  have  made  this  more  than  brilliant  dis- 
covery and  visiting  Europe  without  bringing  with  him  his  proof."  Again,  Brews- 
ter (letter  to  Morton,  dated  21st  of  March,  1847,)  says:  "Dr.  Wells's  visit  to 
Europe  had  no  connexion  with  this  discovery  ;  and  it  was  only  after  I  had  seen 
the  letter  of  Drs.  Ellsworth  and  Marcy  that  I  prevailed  upon  nim  to  present  his 
claims  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences,"  &c. 

He  sailed  for  Europe  upon  his  picture  speculations  in  December — is  in  Paris 
engaged  in  that  business  until  Brewster,  acting  on  the  faith  of  Marcy's  and 
Ellsworth's  publication,  ui-ges  him  to  put  forth  his  claim.  He  then  publishes  it 
at  Paris. 

The  publications  and  affidavits  of  Ellsworth,  Marcy,  and  Rigga,  have,  on 
every  successive  occasion,  expanded  themselves  greatly. 

Equally  remarkable  and  inconsistant  with  fact  is  the  following  preface  in  the 
publication  made  at  Paris :  "  The  less  atmospheric  air  is  admitted  into  the  lungs 
with  any  gas  or  vapor,  the  better — the  more  satisfactory  will  be  the  result  of  the 
operation." 

When  it  is  known  that  the  administration  of  ether  in  sufficient  quantity  to 
produce  total  insensibility  without  atmospheric  air  occasions  certain  death,  what 
credit  is  it  possible  to  give  to  the  assertion  of  fact  made  in  this  publication  by 
Wells,  for  the  first  time,  that  he  had  used  the  ether  at  all,  or  knew  anything  of 
its  properties  in  this  respect. 

The  testimony  of  the  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Hartford  and  its  neighbor- 
hood, exammed  by  the  United  States  commissioner  under  the  proceeding  before 
referred  to,  sufficiently  shows  that  even  within  that  limited  district  the  alleged 
discovery  of  Wells  was  not  practically  regarded  as  of  any  value.  This  is  con- 
sistent with  the  judgment  which  Wells  himself  pronounced  on  it  after  his  return 
from  Boston ;  but  is  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  face  now  put  on  it  by  Drs. 
Marcy  and  Ellsworth,  the  only  two  who  go  beyond  mere  rumor  and  hearsay. 

But  if  Dr.  Marcy  did  make  use  of  the  vapor  of  sulphuric  ether  as  an  anies- 
thetic  agent  in  the  removal  of  a  tumor,  the  fact  was  of  no  value  to  mankind. 
He  did  not  make  it  public.  The  profession  at  large  knew  nothing  of  it;  and  to 
those  to  whom  he  made  known  the  fact,  he  depreciated  and  discouraged  its  use. 
What  he  did  and  said  would  induce  no  one  to  push  his  discoveries  in  that  direc- 
tion, but  rather  tend  to  discourage  it  and  direct  their  experiments  to  nitrous  ox- 
ide.    Such,  Dr.  Wells  says,  was  his  advice  to  him. 

Dr.  Ellsworth  used  it  in  surgery  in  two  cases  after  the  contest  with  sulphuric 
ether  waxed  hot.  He  cannot  fix  the  date  of  the  first  case,  but  Dr.  Cooley,  who 
administered  the  gas,  being  interrogated  thus : 

'*  You  go  on  to  say  that  you  administered  nitrous  oxide  gas  to  several  individnals 
who  underwent  severe  surgical  operations  without  pain.  Was  not  all  these  sub- 
sequent to  the  discovery  of  the  anaesthetic  properties  of  ether  in  1846? 

"Answer.  (In  a  letter  to  Dr.  Morton.)  I  did  not  exhibit  the  nitrous  oxide  for 
the  purpose  of  producing  insensibility  to  pain  until  subsequent  to  the  alleged 
discovery  of  the  ansesthetic  properties  of  ether  by  you  in  1846." 

The  amputation  of  the  thigh  of  the  boy  Goodale  was  Janua^l,  1848,  while 
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the  contest  between  gas  and  ether  was  at  its  hottest.  Dr.  Ellsworth  says  it  was 
without  pain.  The  boy  says  it  was  very  painful ;  but  it  is  not  important  whether 
it  was  or  was  not  painful.  If  the  boy  had  been  made  dumb  or  stupefied  with 
opium  he  would  have  felt  no  pain  from  the  operation.  If  he  had  been  fully 
stupefied  by  the  gas  he  would  not  have  felt  pain ;  but  it  is  probable  that  neither 
of  these  carried  to  that  extent  would  have  been  safe  or  salutary. 

The  only  place  where  there  was  ever  any  contest  between  gas  and  ether  was 
in  Hartford,  by  Dr.  Wells  and  his  friends. 

The  use  of  the  nitrous  oxide  as  an  ansesthetic  agent  was  never  established 
even  in  the  flourishing  city  of  Hartford ;  and  never,  as  far  as  we  know,  obtained 
any  credit  beyond  it.  In  the  month  of  December,  1844,  it  obtained  currency 
in  the  city  of  Hartford  for  a  day;  but  the  disappointment  of  Dr.  Wells  on  his 
exhibition  in  Boston,  and  his  consequent  abandonment  of  its  use,  put  an  end  to 
its  short-lived  reputation,  and  on  the  attempt  to  revive  it  in  1846-'47  it  had 
another  short  run  and  again  sunk  into  disrepute. 

Within  the  period  of  its  short  revival  Dr.  Beresford,  of  Hartford,  used  it  pnce, 
removing  a  tumor  from  a  lady  under  its  influence : 

♦*  Question.  Have  you  ever,  in  your  practice,  made  use  of  nitrous  oxide  gas  as 
an  anaesthetic  agent;  if  yea,  when  first,  and  who  was  the  patient  operated  upon  ? 

"Answer.  Yes.  I  operated  in  this  city,  January  4,  1848,  on  Mrs.  Charles 
Gabriel,  removing,  from  the  neighborhood  of  her  shoulder,  a  tumor  while  under 
its  influence. 

"  Question.  Have  you  ever  made  use  of  nitrous  oxide  in  any  surgical  opera- 
tion since  ? 

•*  Answer.  No,  sir." 

The  following  are  extracts  from  his  examination  : 

"  Question.  Was  not  the  above  operation  as  successful  and  satisfactory  as  any 
you  have  ever  performed  with  any  other  anaesthetic  agent  ? 

"Answer.  It  was  quite  as  successful  as  any,  so  far  as  destroying  sensibility 
was  concerned. 

"  Question.  You  say  the  operation  you  have  spoken  of  was  quite  as  successful 
as  any  you  ever  performed,  so  far  as  destroying  sensibility  was  concerned.  In 
what  was  the  operation  not  as  successful  1 

**  Answer.  The  patient  was  very  faint  and  depressed  for  about  half  an  hour 
after  recovering  her  perception. 

"  Question.  Was  not  the  administration  of  the  gas  in  this  case  attended  with 
asphyxia  ] 

"  Answer.  I  think  not. 

"  Question.  What  was  the  appearance  of  the  face  of  the  patient  ? 

"  Answer.  At  this  distance  of  time  I  cannot  remember,  to  speak  with  precision. 

"  Question.  Have  you  any  idea  that  Dr.  Wells  ever  perfected  and  brought 
into  general  use  nitrous  oxide  gas  as  an  anaesthetic  agent  in  surgical  operations  ? 

"Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  he  did. 

"  Question.  Is  nitrous  oxide,  in  your  judgment,  a  valuable  anaesthetic  agent 
in  dental  and  surgical  operations  ? 

"Answer.  I  have  never  used  it  but  in  the  case  above  alluded  to,  and  give  a 
decided  preference  to  chloroform  in  surgical  operations." 

Dr.  Crane,  of  Hartford,  says: 

"  Answer.  I  once  administered  it  to  Dr.  Warner.  He  brought  a  bag,  which 
he  said,  and  which  I  supposed,  contained  nitrous  oxide,  from  Dr.  Wells's  office^ 
and  under  its  influence  I  extracted  a  number  of  his  teeth.     I  think  four. 

"  Question.  When  was  this  ? 

"Answer.  I  think  in  March,  1845. 
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"  Question.  In  jour  judgment  is  nitrous  oxide  gas  a  Taluable  and  efficient 
anaesthetic  agent  in  dental  operations  ] 
"Answer.  I  should  say  no." 

Dr.  J.  M.  Greenleaf,  of  Hartford,  says : 

"  Question.  Have  you  ever  made  use  of  nitrons  oxide  gas  in  your  dental  busi- 
ness to  prevent  pain  in  extracting  teeth  ? 

"Answer.  No,  sir, 

"Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  it  administered;  and  if  so,  by  whom  and 
where  ] 

"Answer.  I  saw  it  administered  once,  by  Dr.  S.  A.  Cooley,  which  produced 
vomiting.     This  was  at  my  office. 

"Question.  Was  the  experiment  entirely  unsuccessful? 

"Answer.  Yes." 

Dr.  Cynel  Bullock,  surgeon  dentist,  of  Hartford,  says : 

"  Question.  Have  you  ever,  in  your  practice,  made  use  of  nitrous  oxide  gas  u 
an  anaesthetic  agent;  if  yea,  when  first,  and  who  was  the  patient  operated  upon? 

"Answer.  Yes ;  I  operated  in  this  city,  January  4,  1848,  on  Mrs.  Charles 
Gabriel,  removing,  from  the  neighborhood  of  her  shoulder,  a  tumor,  while 
under  its  influence. 

"  Question.  Have  you  ever  made  use  of  nitrous  oxide  in  any  surgical  operation 
since] 

"Answer.  No,  sir. 

"Answer.  I  have,  about  the  year  1846  or  1847,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  P.  Holt, 
in  this  city,  by  S.  A.  Cooley.  It  was  not  successful.  It  was  administered  that 
I  might  extract  some  teeth,  but  it  did  not  produce  insensibility,  and  I  did  not 
extract  the  teeth. 

"Question.  What  was  the  effect  produced  on  the  patient? 

"Answer.  She  appeared  wild  and  restless." 

It  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  from  all  this  evidence,  that  nitrous  oxide 
was  not  used  by  the  profession  generally  in  the  city  of  Hartford,  or  approved 
by  them  at  any  time  as  an  anaesthetic  agent. 

J.  Mason  Warren,  physician  and  surgeon,  being  sworn,  said : 

"I  have  never  seen  nitrous  oxide  used  but  once  as  an  anssthetic  agent;  it 
was  an  experiment  in  1848.  My  belief  is  that  it  is  not  to  be  compared  in  its 
effects  with  sulphuric  ether." 

Geo.  Hay  ward,  physician  and  surgeon,  being  sworn,  said : 
"  In  my  opinion,  the  use  of  nitrous  oxide  gas  is  not  altogether  safe,  and  it 
is  by  no  means  efficient  or  convenient.  I  never  saw  it  attempted  to  be  used 
but  once,  and  then  with  only  partial  success.  The  effects  produced  by  it? 
inhalation  are  very  uncertain,  and  very  different  in  different  subjects,  and 
therefore  it  cannot  be  relied  upon  for  the  purposes  of  surgeons." 

Henry  J.  Bigelow,  physician  and  surgeon,  being  sworn,  said : 

"The  nitrous  oxide  is  usually  administered  from  a  bag,  under  the  name  of 
exhilarating  gas.  I  should  think  it  altogether  inadequate  to  produce  either  a 
certain  insensibility,  or  one  that  was  available  for  surgical  purposes,  except  by 
inducing  asphyxia,  which  is  dangerous,  and  which  is  no  part  of  true  anaesthesia. 
It  is  a  gas,  and  must  be  inhaled  by  means  of  an  orifice  in  the  vessel  which 
contains  it.  The  difficulty  in  the  way  of  success,  when  it  is  inhaled  from  the 
usual  bag,  is  that  the  supply  of  oxygen  which  it  contains  is  soon  exhausted, 
while  the  bag  becomes  filled  with  the  noxious  exhalations  of  the  lungs.    In 
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breathing  ether,  a  fresh  supply  of  vapor,  well  mixed  with  atmospheric  air,  is 
taken  into  the  lungs  at  every  breath,  while  what  is  breathed  out  of  the  lungs 
escapes  into  the  apartment  as  waste.  Nitrous  oxyde  is  not  of  much  value  as 
an  ansesthetic  agent.  An  obvious  and  insuperable  objection  to  it  is  its  bulk 
and  the  difficulty  of  its  transportation.  Even  if  it  were  compact,  I  know  of  no 
evidence  that  it  is  an  efficient  agent.  It  is  not  anywhere  used  at  the  hospitals, 
or  elsewhee,  in  surgical  operations,  nor  in  obstetric  caaes,  to  my  knowledge." 

Dr.  Marcy,  with  whom  Dr.  Wells  counselled  much,  and  who  operated  in  and 
reported  the  operation  on  the  scirrous  testicle  above  referred  to,  under  the 
influence  of  the  nitrous  oxide,  and  certifies  to  the  success  of  the  operation, 
entertained  the  same  opinion  with  Doctors  Wells  and  Bi^gs.  He  did  not 
believe  that  nitrous  oxide  was  at  the  same  time  safe  and  efficacious  as  an 
anaesthetic  agent.  In  an  article  published  in  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  De- 
cember 30, 1846,  when  the  medical  world  was  active  with  Dr.  Morton's  discovery, 
he  says: 

"  My  own  opinion  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the  nitrous  oxide  gas,  the  sulphuric 
ether,  or  any  other  stimulant  which  acts  upon  the  system  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  render  tne  body  insensible  to  external  impressions,  is,  that  it  is  decidedly 
unsafe,  and  that  in  no  given  case  can  we  be  certain  that  it  will  not  cause 
congestion  of  the  brain  or  lungs.  I  have  known  the  use  of  both  the  first 
named  articles  to  give  rise  to  temporary  congestion  of  the  brain  and  insanity." 

From  all  this  it  is  evident  that  nitrous  oxide  has  never  been,  and  is  not  now, 
approved  by  the  profession  generally.  In  the  second  short  period  of  its  ex- 
istence Dr.  Wells  attempted  to  introduce  nitrous  oxide  gas  into  the  New  York 
hospital,  the  failure  of  which  is  detailed  in  the  following  letter  : 

**  Nbw  York,  October  1,  1858. 

"  I  recollect  distinctly  having  been  present  in  the  operating  theatre  of  the 
New  York  hospital,  in  1847,  to  witness  an  operation  by  the  late  Dr.  John 
Kearny  Rogers.  Dr.  Horace  Wells  was  present  and  administered  nitrous  oxide 
gas  to  the  patient,  with  the  object  of  producing  insensibility  to  the  pain  of  the 
operation,  but  the  attempt  was  unsuccessful,  as  the  patient  seemed  to  suffer 
about  as  much  pain  as  might  have  been  anticipated  under  ordinary  circumstances. 
A  large  number  of  surgeons  and  physicians  were  present,  among  whom  was  Dr. 
Valentine  Mott,  and  other  prominent  members  of  the  profession. 

"  As  the  supply  of  the  supposed  ansesthetic  agent  was  apparently  ample, 
judging  from  the  large  size  of  the  bags  containing  it,  and  its  administration  con- 
ducted fairly  and  fully,  the  general  impression  upon  the  spectators  seemed  to 
me  to  be  decidedly  unfavorable  as  to  its  power  of  producing  insensibility  to  pain. 

«  WM.  H.  VAN  BUREN,  M.  D." 

Dr.  James  R.  Chilton,  an  eminent  chemist  of  New  York  city,  who  was  pres- 
ent, and  prepared  the  nitrous  oxide  for  the  experiment,  says  the  application  was 
not  successful,  "  the  patient  screaming  out  under  the  operation."  The  French 
Academy  of  Science,  on  rejecting  these  claims,  remarked  that  the  nitrous  oxide 
was  dangerous  and  improper,  and  did  not  produce  the  effects  alleged  by  Horace 
Wells. 

Drs.  Mott,  Francis^  and  Parker,  eminent  surgeons  of  New  York  city,  were 
led  to  believe,  by  ex  parte  statements,  that  Dr.  Wells  was  the  first  discoverer  of 
a  safe  and  available  anesthetic  agent,  in  the  month  of  December,  1852,  made 
affidavit  to  their  belief,  but  on  full  information  they  changed  their  opinion,  and 
gave  the  public  to  know  the  fact  by  the  following  card  : 

"  The  undersigned,  fearing  that  the  public  may  be  misled  by  the  republica- 
tion at  this  time  of  certain  affidavits  made  by  them  in  the  month  of  December, 
1852,  in  which  we  severally  asserted  our  beuef  that  Horace  Wells,  of  Hartford, 
Rep.  Com.  89 8  ^ y. ..^^ uy  ^ ^ ^^.- 
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Connecticut,  was  the  original  discoverer  of  the  ansesthetic  principle  as  applied 
to  the  removal  of  pain  in  surgical  operations ;  which  affidavits  were  made  by 
UB  at  the  solicitation,  and  in  consequence  of  the  representations  of  the  Hon. 
Truman  Smith,  then  United  States  senator  from  Connecticut,  we  feel  it  to  be 
our  duty  to  state  that  a  subsequent  and  careful  examination  of  the  facts  in  the 
history  of  ike  discovery  of  ancBsthesia  have  hd  us  to  a  different  conclusion, 

"  The  undersigned  coincide  in  the  belief  that  the  farst  great  triumph  of 
placing  in  the  hands  of  the  profession  an  agent  capable  of  rendering  the  patient, 
safely  and  at  will,  utterly  insensible  to  the  stroke  of  the  surgeon's  knife,  was  in 
detecting  and  establishing  by  experiment  the  anaisthctic  powera  of  sulphuric 
ether.  For  this  discovery  the  world  \9  indebted  to  Dr.  Wm.  T.  G.  Morton,  of 
Boston.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  steps  preliminary  to  this  remarkable 
discovery,  Dr.  Morton's  claim  to  it  is  established  beyond  all  controversy,  and 
his  merit  in  this  respect,  with  those  who  have  taken  the  trouble  to  inform  them- 
selves on  the  subject,  can  be  no  longer  a  question  of  dispute.  Holding  this 
opinion,  they  have  signed  the  'appeal  of  members  of  the  medical  profession,* 
in  this  city  and  Boston,  to  establish  a  natitmal  testimonial,  by  voluntary  sub- 
scription, for  the  benefit  of  Dr.  Wm.  T.  G.  Morton,  and  have  united  in  recom> 
mending  his  claims  for  remuneration  to  the  consideration  of  their  fellow- citizens, 
and  of  soliciting  then:  subscriptions  in  behalf  of  the  fund. 

"  VALENTINE  M01^\  M.  D. 

"  WILLARD  PARKER,  M.  D." 

"  New  York,  December  17,  1858. 

"  I  hereby  set  forth  that  my  concurrence  in  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Mor- 
ton's claims  for  public  remuneration  was  grounded  on  the  conclusive  evidence 
that  through  his  experiments,  perseverance,  .and  energy  it  was  made  manifest 
that  sulphuric  ether  might  be  used  as  an  effective  anaesthetic  agent  in  8ure;ical 
operations.  To  Dr.  Morton's  early  devotion  I  believe  the  world  is  indebted  for 
the  important  knowledge  we  possess  on  this  subject  so  interesting  to  humanity. 

"JOHN  W.  FRANCIS,  M.  D." 

It  failed  in  the  New  York  hospitals.  It  has  never  been  adopted  in  any  of 
our  public  institutions,  nor  in  the  army  or  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  and 
it  is  not  at  all  known  that  it  could  or  can  be  used  with  safety.  Its  strongest 
advocates  would  hardly  now  risk  their  reputation  by  using  it  in  a  capital  case, 
if  indeed  it  were  possible  to  find  a  subject  who  would  submit  to  an  operation 
imder  its  influence,  or  a  surgeon  who  would  be  willing  to  administer  it. 

So  desirous  was  Dr.  Morton  of  showing  this  fact,  that  on  one  occasion,  when 
the  subject  was  before  a  congressional  committee,  and  his  claim  was  opposed, 
and  the  virtues  of  ether  cdndenmed,  he  submitted  to  that  body  the  following 
fair  and  impartial  proposition  : 

"Natio.nal  Hotbl, 
"  WashingUm,  January  18,  1853. 

"Dear  Sir:  The  subject  of  the  discovery  of  ans&sthesia  being  now  before 
a  committee  of  which  you  are  chairman,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you,  and 
through  you  to  a  committee,  a  proposition. 

**  One  of  those  who  contest  my  right  to  the  discovery  does  so  on  the  ground 
that  anffisthesia  had  been  discovered  by  Dr.  Wells  prior  to  my  alleged  discoveiy ; 
and  that  the  aniesthetic  agent  used  in  the  discovery  by  Dr.  Wells  was  nitzouB 
oxide  gas.  Now,  if  anaesthesia,  for  surgical  purposes,  was-  ever  discovered 
through  nitrous  oxide  gas  as  the  agent,  that  agent,  for  the  same  purposes,  will 
still  manifest  its  efficiency.  I  deny  that  such  a  discovery,  by  means  of  said 
agent,  ever  was  made,  or  that  said  agent  possesses  available  anssthetic  proper- 
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ties  alone  for  surgical  operations.  At  the  same  time  I  assert  and  claim  that 
anaesthesia  was  first  discovered  by  me  through  the  agency  of  sulphuric  ether. 
ITierefore,  to  prove  that  nitrous  oxide  never  was  discovered  to  be  an  available 
ansE^sthetic  agent  in  surgical  operations,  and  that  it  is  not  such  now,  and  to  prove 
also  that  sulphuric  ether  was  discovered  to  be  an  available  anaesthetic  agent  for 
such  purposes,  and  is  so  now,  I  propose  that  an  actual  demonstration  shall  be 
made  before  the  committee  of  the  two  agents,  in  such  surgical  operation  or 
operations  as  are  considered  fair  tests  by  scientific  men,  at  such  time  as  the  com- 
mittee may  direct,  and  patients  obtained. 
"  Yours,  very  truly, 

"W.  T.  G.  MORTON,  M.  D. 
"Hon.  J.  P.  Walker,  Chaipnan,  ^." 

This  offer  was  accepted  by  the  committee,  who  selected  a  prominent  sur- 
geon to  conduct  the  demonstration.  Apprehensive  that  it  might  be  said 
that  the  nitrous  oxide  gas  could  not  be  procured,  Dr.  Morton  caused  it  to  be 
manufactured  by  Dr.  Kidwell,  (a  competent  chemist  recommended  by  a  pro- 
fessor of  Columbia  College;)  and  further,  to  satisfy  the  surgeon  of  its  purity,  he 
administered  it  to  several  persons  on  the  evening  of  January  27th,  in  his 
presence  and  that  of  several  senators. 

The  demonstration  came  off  on  the  28th,  at  the  Washington  Infirmary,  where 
Dr.  Morton  had  a  patient  and  the  nitrous  oxide  gas  in  readiness.  The  surgeon  was 
urged  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  use  the  nitrous  oxide.  He  refused 
peremptorily.  He  had  also  been  requested  to  do  so  by  Mr.  Truman  Smith,  the 
member  of  Congress  who  supported  the  claim  for  the  heirs  of  Dr.  Wells,  and 
had  refused.  Dr.  Morton  then  proceeded,  in  presence  of  the  committee,  and  of 
surgeons  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  of  the  medical  class,  to  administer  ether. 
Complete  etherization  was  proauced,  which  continued  through  a  dangerous  and 
protracted  surreal  operation,  lasting  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour. 

And  yet  it  has  all  the  virtues  now  which  it  ever  had,  and  the  success  which 
attended  operations  under  its  influence  in  Hartford,  in  1844  and  in  1847,  if  they 
were  real,  and  not  dependant  on  circumstances,  would  also  attend  them  now  in 
any  of  our  public  hospitals.  The  etheric  vapors,  administered  by  the  hand  of 
Dr.  Morton  at  Fredericksburg  to  the  wounded  fresh  from  the  battle  field,  proved 
successful  in  more  than  one  hundred  cases,  and  failed  not  in  one.  Your  com- 
mitee  do  not  think  that  the  attempt  of  Dr.  Wells  to  find  a  useful  and  practicable 
ansesthetic  agent  in  nitrous  oxide  gas,  and  his  failure  in  that  attempt,  entitle  him 
to  public  honor  or  reward,  or  that  it  detracts  at  all  from  the  merits  of  the  man 
who  did,  in  fact,  find  and  give  to  his  country  and  the  world  a  safe^  certain,  and 
convenient  anaesthetic  agent. 


C. 

CLAIMS   OF   CONTESTANTS. — A   SUGGESTION. 

Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson  also  claims  the  merit  of  the  discovery.  On  the  23d 
day  of  February,  1849,  Dr.  W.  T.  G.  Morton  presented  to  Congress  a  memorial 
asking  compensation  for  the  discovery  of  anaesthetic  or  pain-subduing  properties 
of  etheric  vapors,  and  on  notice  being  given  to  Dr.  Jackson  by  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  to  which  the  memorial  was  referred : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress 

assembled : 

The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  represent  that,  whereas  a  memorial  has  been 
presented  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  by  William  Thomas  Green 
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Morton,  of  the  citj  of  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  representing  that 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six,  he,  the  said 
Morton,  made,  in  the  city  of  Boston  aforesaid,  a  discovery  by  which  the  human 
body  is  rendered  insensible  to  pain  during  surgical  operations,  and  during  other 
serious  and  violent  affections,  by  means  of  the  vapor  of  sulphuric  ether  inhaled 
into  the  lungs — ^praying,  also,  for  a  national  renumeration  or  reward  for  making 
the  said  discovery,  and  for  its  practical  application ;  and  whereas  the  said  dis- 
covery was  made  by  the  undersigned,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  said  Mor- 
ton, and  without  the  co-operation  or  assistance  of  any  person  whomsoever,  and 
was  communicated  by  the  undersigned  to  various  persons,  from  the  spring  and 
autunm  of  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two  to  the  thirtieth  day  of  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six  inclusive,  and  on  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  Sep- 
tember was  also  communicated  by  the  undersigned  to  the  said  Morton,  he,  the 
said  Morton,  being,  previous  to  the  said  communication  of  the  discover}*^  to  him, 
wholly  ignorant  of  the  anaesthetic  properties  and  effects  of  sulphuric  ether  afore- 
said ;  and  whereas  the  undersignea  did,  also,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty  six,  devise  and  commit  to  the  said  Morton  the  per- 
formance of  an  experiment  for  the  verification  of  the  said  discovery,  so  fei  as 
the  extracting  of  teeth  is  concerned ;  and  whereas  the  said  Morton,  acting  in 
strict  conformity  with  the  instructions,  and  upon  the  exclusive  and  exprewly- 
assumed  responsibility  of  the  undersigned,  did,  to  the  extent  of  a  pamlese 
extraction  of  a  tooth,  successfully  verify  the  said  discovery;  and  whereas  the 
undersigned  did,  shortly  afterwards,  cause  the  discovery  to  be  further  verified 
by  the  surgeons  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  in  the  first  painless  capital 
operation  ever  performed  under  the  influence  of  the  ether  vapor;  and  whereas 
the  signature  of  the  undersigned  to  cei*tain  letters  patent,  taken  out  in  the  joint 
names  of  the  undersigned  and  of  the  said  Morton,  declaring  the  discovery  to  be 
their  joint  invention,  was  obtained  through  the  representation  of  Robert  H. 
Eddy,  esq.,  of  said  Boston,  the  solicitor  by  whom  the  said  letters  patent  were 
procured,  and  copartner  with  the  said  Morton  in  the  profits  thereof,  that  the 
undersigned  "might  lose  all  his  credit  as  a  discoverer,"  if  he  did  not  consent 
to  become  a  party  to  the  said  letters  patent ;  and  whereas  the  undersigned,  alter 
being  instructed  by  eminent  legal  counsel  that  the  said  Morton  had  not  rendered 
himself  in  any  sense  a  joint  discoverer,  by  reason  of  the  painless  extraction  of  a 
tooth  as  aforesaid,  and  that  he  had  not  thereby  acquired  any  right  either  to  an 
exclusive  patent  or  to  a  participation  with  the  unaersigned  in  any  patent  upon 
the  said  discovery,  did  publicly  repudiate  all  connexion  with  the  said  letters 
patent,  and  did  refuse  any  part  of  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  licenses 
under  the  same,  and  did,  as  he  originally  intended,  give  the  discovery  freely  to 
the  world  to  the  full  extent  of  his  interest,  evidence  of  all  which  is  herewith 
submitted.     The  undersigned  does,  therefore,  earnestly  remonstrate  against  the 
memorial  of  the  said  Morton,  and  prays  that  his  petition  may  not  be  granted, 
and  that  there  may  not  be,  on  the  part  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
any  recognition  whatever  of  his  claims  to  the  said  &covery. 

CHAELES  T.  JACKSON. 
Washington,  D.  C,  January  29,  1849. 

This  claim  has  been  three  times  examined  and  as  often  rejected  by  three 
several  committees  of  Congress.  Your  committee  will,  however,  proceed  to  its 
re-examination,  availing  themselves  of  the  evidence  as  collated  and  the  arguments 
as  presented  by  the  several  committees  indiscriminately,  as  they  may  find  them 
most  just  and  most  cogent.  The  application  of  the  evidence  already  considered 
to  this  particular  controversy  necessarily  involves  some  repetition,  but  in  this 
your  committee  will  be  as  brief  as  is  possible  to  be,  at  the  same  time  intelligible. 
Dr.  Jackson  asserts,  and  it  is  essential  to  the  support  of  his  claim,  that  down  to 
the  30th  of  September,  1846,  Dr.  Morton  knew  nothing  of  sulphuric  ether,  its 
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appearance,  its  qualities,  its  effects,  and  that  he  had  never  seen  it  until  on  that 
day,  when  he  showed  it  to  him  and  directed  him  how  and  for  what  purposes  to 
use  it.  Indeed,  that  he  lacked  the  knowledge  common  to  his  profession,  and 
in  administering  the  ether  he  could  only  have  acted  in  obedience  to  others. 
This  allegation  your  committee  will  now  consider.  Prior  to  the  date  of  this 
discovery.  Dr.  Morton  attended  the  lectures  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Col- 
lege and  the  clinical  instructions  of  the  general  hospital,  and  subsequently 
obtained  his  medical  degree  at  the  Washington  University,  Maryland.  On  the 
20th  of  March,  1844,  Dr.  Morton,  then  a  practicing  dentist,  entered  his  name 
with  Dr.  Jackson  as  a  student  in  medicine,  who  gives  him  a  certificate  suf- 
ciently  commendatory.     It  is  as  follows : 

To  the  secretary  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  American  Society  of  Dental 

Surgeons : 

Mr.  W.  T.  G.  Morton,  dentist,  entered  his  name  with  me  as  a  student  of 
medicine  March  20,  1844,  and  attended  to  practical  anatomy  in  the  Massachu- 
setts  Medical  College  durins  the  winter  of  that  year,  where  he  dissected  with 
diligence  and  zeal,  and  paid  special  attention  to  the  anatomy  of  the  head  and 
throat— parts  of  human  anatomy  particularly  important  to  the  surgeon  dentist. 
He  also  studied  Bell's  and  other  standard  works  on  anatomy,  and  attended  the 
lectures  of  Drs.  Warren,  Hayward,  and  other  professors.  I  would  recommend 
him  as  a  suitable  person  for  admission  as  a  dental  surgeon.  He  is  a  skilful 
operator  in  dentistry,  both  in  surgical  and  mechanical  departments,  and  has 
studied  the  chemical  properties  of  the  ingredients  required  for  the  manufacture 
of  artificial  teeth. 

CHARLES  T.  JACKSON,  M.  D. 

Prior  to  this  time,  Dr.  Jackson  had,  as  he  states,  recommended  chloric  ether 
as  an  external  application  to  allay  pain  in  the  teeth  and  gums,  and  had  furnished 
several  dentists  in  Boston,  his  friends,  with  the  article  in  its  puritv ;  he  does 
not  name  Dr.  Morton  among  the  number,  but  from  the  relations  which  subsisted 
between  them,  from  the  fact  that  Dr.  Morton  was  at  that  time  the  family  dentist 
of  Dr.  Jackson,  as  well  as  his  student  in  medicine,  your  committee  think  the 
statement  of  Dr.  Morton,  in  this  particular,  supported  by  that  of  Dr.  Jackson. 
Add  to  this  the  fact,  well  known  at  the  time  to  college  students,  and  especially 
to  students  of  chemistry  and  medicine,  that  the  vapor  of  sulphuric  ether,  inhaled 
for  a  short  time,  allayed  pain,  and  we  have  the  circumstances  which  would  nat- 
urally direct  the  mind  of  the  inquirer  to  that  substance  as  one  whose  inhalation 
would  be  probably  safe,  and  which  would  render  the  patient  insensible  during 
a  short  but  painM  operation.  As  additional  proof  of  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Morton's  studies,  and  that  he  had  the  means  in  his  power  of  knowing  all  that 
was  known  of  this  agent,  then  familiarly  used  as  a  nepenthe,  your  committee 
are  referred  to  a  bill  of  books  purchased  by  Dr.  Morton  of  B.  B.  Mussey,  of 
Boston,  on  the  3d  of  May,  1845.  Among  them  is  Pereria's  Materia  Medica, 
which  contains  the  following  sentence :  •*  The  vapor  of  ether  is  inhaled  in 
spasmodic  asthma,  chronic  catarrh,  dyspepsia,  and  whooping  cough,  and  to  relieve 
the  effecU  caused  hy  the  accidental  inhalation  of  chloric  gas''  Its  intoxicating  or 
Btupifying  effects  were,  as  we  have  already  said,  well  known  to  students  and 
scientific  men. 

This,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  conversation  with  Theodore  Metcalf,  a 
celebrated  chemist  of  Boston,  as  early  as  May,  1846,  just  before  he  sailed  for  . 
Europe,  in  which  he  gave  Dr.  Morton  all  the  then  current  knowledge  on  the 
subject  of  the 'inhalation  of  the  vapor  of  ether,  and,  among  things,  gave  him 
an  account  of  administering  it  to  a  student,  who  hurt  himself  while  under 
its  influence,  and  knew  noSiing  of  the  injury  until  it  was  pointed  out  to  him 
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afterwards,  (see  page  13 ;)  and  the  testimony  of  Granville  6.  Hayden  and 
Francis  Whitman,  (pp.  15, 16,)  places  the  fact  of  his  previous  knowledge  beyond 
doubt. 

Your  committee  are  satisfied  from  the  statement  of  Dr.  Morton,  and  from  the 
evidence  by  which  it  is  thus  far  fully  corroborated,  that  prior  to  and  on  the  30th 
of  September,  1846,  he  was  occupied  with  the  conviction  that  an  anaesthetic 
agent  might  be  discovered  which  would  remove  all  insensibility  to  pain  in  pa- 
tients submitted  to  the  operations  of  the  dentist ;  that  sulphuric  ether  was  the 
agent ;  and  that  perfect  success  required  only  full  assurance  of  its  safety,  ether 
ot  a  good  quality,  and  the  proper  mode  of  administering  it ;  that  he  sought  as- 
surance of  these  by  consulting  books  to  which  he  had  access,  and  learned  men 
from  whom  he  could  obtain  the  current  knowledge  and  experience  of  the  day. 

On  the  30th  of  September,  1846,  as  he  declares,  he  called  on  Dr.  Jackson 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  such  information  as  would,  if  possible,  remove  the 
difficulties  which  he  had  encountered,  and,  at  the  same  time,  with  a  determination 
to  conceal  from  him  the  object  of  his  long  and  earnest  pursuit,  lest  his  hint 
should  be  taken  and  he  be  anticipated  in  his  discovery.  There  were  four  per- 
sons present  at  this  interview,  and  each  gives  an  account  different  from  the  rest 
as  to  what  occurred  at  it.  All,  however,  agree  in  one  particular,  namely, 
that  Dr.  Morton  assumed  total  ignorance  of  sulphuric  ether,  its  nature  and 
qualities,  and  left  the  impression  on  the  minds  of  those  present  that  he  knew 
nothing  of  it.  That  he  did  at  that  time,  in  fact,  know  much  of  sulphuric  ether ; 
that  it  had  for  many  months  preceding  been  the  subject  of  his  earnest  thought 
and  sedulous  inquiry ;  that  his  mind  was  so  much  possessed  with  it  that  he 
feared,  in  every  one  with  whom  he  conversed,  a  rival  who  might  anticipate  him 
in  his  discovery  and  developments  of  its  quality,  is  proved  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
tion of  your  committee.  A  former  committee  of  this  House,  to  whose  able 
report  we  shall  often  have  occasion  to  refer,  speaking  of  the  disguise  thus  prac- 
ticed by  Dr.  Morton,  says  : 

'*  This  does  not  militate  against  the  general  effect  of  the  statement  of  Dr. 
Morton.  He  went,  as  he  says,  to  Dr.  Jackson  to  obtain  certain  information ; 
but  at  the  same  time  anxious  to  conceal  from  him  the  object  of  his  pursuit, 
being  fearful  lest  Dr.  Jackson  might  anticipate  him  in  bringing  the  discovery  to 
perfection.  We  deal  with  this  matter  as  a  question  of  fact,  not  of  morals,  and 
do  not  decide  whether  Dr.  Morton  might  consistently,  with  the  obligation  which 
truth  imposes,  use  artificial  means  to  conceal  a  mental  conception  which  he  did 
not  wish  to  divulge. 

•*  We  believe,  however,  where  a  person  has  a  right  to  his  secret,  and  is  under 
no  obligations  to  disclose  it,  a  direct  denial  of  that  which  was  the  fact,  for  the 
purpose  of  such  concealment,  has  not  been  visited  with  strong  moral  censure. 
We  would  instance  the  case  of  Walter  Scott  at  the  table  of  George  IV,  who, 
when  toasted  by  his  Majesty  as  the  author  of  Waverly,  declared  he  was  not 
the  author." 

Your  committee  concur  in  the  opinion  that,  if  any  moral  censure  is  to  be 
visited  upon  Dr.  Morton  for  a  studied  concealment  of  his  possession  of  what  he 
deemed  to  be  a  treasure  above  all  price,  and  for  the  safety  of  which  he  so  much 
feared,  that  censure  must  be  slight  indeed.  His  account  of  the  interview  will 
be  found  in  his  memoir  to  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  at  Paris,  set  out 
in  the  report  of  1852. 

Dr.  Jackson,  who  first  publicly  made  claim  to  the  discovery  |ifter  its  immense 
importance  was  established  by  several  safe  and  painless  operations  imder  its  in- 
fluence in  the  medical  hospital,  avers  that  he  first  disclosed  to  Dr.  Morton  the 
use  of  the  vapor  of  pure  sulphuric  ether  on  the  30th  of  September;  that  he  then 
communicated  to  him  his  prior  discovery  of  its  ana3Sthetic  qualities,  and  assured 
him  that  it  would  prevent  all  pain  in  a  surgical  operation,  and  that  it  could  be 
used  with  perfect  safety ;  in  short,  that  he.  Dr.  Jackson,  then  employed  Dr. 
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Morton  as  his  agent,  operator,  or  "«ttr«c,"  to  administer  thifl  pain-destroying 
vapor ;  and  that  then,  in  the  presence  of  two  witnesses,  he  distinctly  took  upon 
himself  all  the  responsibility  of  its  administration. 

One  of  the  witnesses  present,  George  0.  Barnes,  sustains  Dr.  Jackson's  state- 
ment in  two  material  points,  namely,  that  when  he  advised  the  administration 
of  sulphuric  ether,  he  averred  that  it  would  render  the  operation  painless,  and 
that  it  was  safe,  and  he  would  be  responsible  for  its  consequences. 

The  other  witness,  James  Mclntire,  though  evidently  testifying  with  a  strong 
opinion  against  Dr.  Morton,  does  not  support  Dr.  Jackson  on  either  of  these 
important  points.  He  says,  Dr.  Jackson  advised  the  use  of  sulphuric  ether; 
said  it  was  safe,  and  that  it  "would  make  the  patients  insensible,  and"  the 
operator  '*  could  do  what  he  had  a  mind  to  with  them."  But  he  states  no 
assumption  of  responsibility,  and  no  opinion  or  assurance  of  Dr.  Jackson,  that 
the  vapor  of  sulpnuric  ether  would  render  the  patient  so  insensible  as  not  to 
perceive  pain.  The  evidence  of  these  witnesses  will  be  more  particularly  con- 
sidered in  another  connexion.  SuflSce  it  for  the  present  to  say  that  your  com- 
mittee are  satisfied  that  Dr.  Jackson  did  not,  on  that  day,  "  expressly "  assume 
any  such  responsibility.  They  cannot  credit  it,  for  it  is  proved  by  evidence, 
and  was  admitted  in  the  argument  by  Dr.  Jackson's  counsel  before  the  com- 
mittee of  1849,  that  the  morning  after  the  successful  operation  of  September  30, 
when  the  same  was  reported  to  him,  he  refused  to  certify  in  writing  for  Dr. 
Morton  that  the  vapor  might  be  inhaled  with  safety.  Dr.  Jackson  could  not, 
as  an  honorable  man,  have  taken  the  responsibility  orally  of  the  exhibition  of  a 
medical  prescription,  claimed  as  his  own,  and  exhibited  by  an  agent  or  operator 
under  his  instruction;  and  forthwith,  thereafter,  have  refused  to  assume  the 
same  responsibility  in  tori  ting.  And,  indeed,  it  is  usual  for  physicians  to  give 
their  prescriptions  in  writing,  not  orally.  Nor  do  your  committee  believe  that 
Dr.  Jackson  on  that  occasion  declared  that  the  inhalation  of  the  vapor  of 
sulphuric  ether,  within  safe  and  proper  limits,  would  render  the  operation  pain- 
less. If  he  had  advanced  such  an  opinion,  it  could  not  have  failed  to  be  noticed 
and  remembered  by  his  student,  Mr.  Mclntire,  for  it  would  have  been  the  first 
notice  to  him  of  a  miracle  in  surgery.  But  Dr.  Jackson's  conversation  with 
Mr.  Caleb  Eddy,  on  the  23d  of  October,  1846,  and  with  the  Hon.  Edward 
Warren,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  conclusive  upon  this  subject.  On 
the  evening  of  that  day  Dr.  Jackson  visited  Mr.  Eddy,  and  gave  an  account  of 
the  conversation  between  him  and  Dr.  Morton,  of  September  30,  which  the  wit- 
ness having  detailed,  says:  "After  Dr.  Jackson  had  related  the  above,  I  said 
to  him,  '  Dr.  Jackson,  did  you  know  at  such  time,  that  after  a  person  had  inhaled 
ether,  and  was  asleep,  his  flesh  could  be  cut  with  a  knife  without  experiencing 
any  pain?'  He  replied,  *No,  nor  Morton  either;  he  is  a  reckless  man  for  using 
it  as  he  has;  the  chance  is,  he  will  kill  somebody  yet.'"  And  the  Hon.  E. 
Warren,  in  his  letter,  says:  "Dr.  Jackson  told  me,  in  substance,  that  the  so- 
called  discovery  was  not  his,  but  that  Dr.  Morton  was  responsible  for  it ;  that 
the  new  use  of  ether  was  dangerous,  and  would,  he  feared,  be  attended  with 
fatal  consequences ;  that  he  (Dr.  Jackson)  was  not  answerable  for  the  results, 
and  that,  therefore,  he  would  refer  me  to  Dr.  Morton  for  further  information." 

We  cannot  better  express  our  views  as  to  the  interview  of  30th  September, 
and  the  exact  value  of  the  evidence  which  relates  to  it,  than  by  quoting  from 
the  report  of  the  former  committee  of  this  House,  to  which  we  have  already  re- 
ferred. After  a  close  and  careful  examination  of  the  statements,  and  evidence 
in  reference  to  this  interview,  they  say  : 

"  The  evidence,  then,  amounts  to  this :  Dr.  Morton  came  into  Dr.  Jackson's 
office,  having  in  his  hand  a  gas  bag,  with  which  he  proposed  to  operate  on  the 
imagination  of  a  refractory  patient  by  administering  to  her  atmospheric  air. 
Dr.  Jackson  ridiculed  the  idea.  Nitrous  oxide  was  spoken  of;  Dr.  Jackson 
objected  to  that,  saying  to  Dr.  Morton  that  if  he  attempted  to  make  it,  it^^Hld 
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become  nitric  oxide.  He  then  suggested  sulphuric  ether,  and  said  it  would 
ma\e  the  patient  insensible,  and  Morton  could  do  what  he  pleased  with  her. 
This  conversation,  it  will  be  noted,  all  took  place  about  a  refractory  patient; 
the  object  considered  was  the  mode  of  bringing  a  nervous  patient  to  a  condition 
in  which  she  could  be  operated  upon,  not  in  which  she  would  feel  no  pain  from 
the  operation.  Mr.  Mclntire  says  not  one  word  about  pain  or  its  absence  in  the 
Qperation,  but  that  the  operator  could  do  what  he  pleased  with  the  patient  under 
the  influence  of  sulphuric  ether.  If  this  conclusion  be  correct,  the  information 
given  by  Dr.  Jackson  to  Dr.  Morton  was  no  more  than  the  current  knowledge 
of  the  age — no  more  than  he  would  have  been  told  by  any  scientific  man,  or 
than  he  would  have  read  in  books  which  treat  of  chemistry  and  medicine ;  and 
if  it  differed  in  anything  from  the  general  opinion  of  scientific  men,  it  was  in 
a  stronger  than  ordmary  assurance  that  the  vapor  was  not  injurious  to  health." 

The  first  public  appearance  of  Dr.  Jackson  at  the  hospital  during  the  per- 
formance of  an  operation  under  the  influence  of  the  newly-discovered  anaesthetic 
agent  is  shown  in  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  of  Dr.  S.  D.  Townsend, 
one  of  the  surgeons  of  the  hospital,  dated  January  29,  1852 : 

*'  Dr.  Jackson  presented  himself  for  the  first  time  on  the  2d  of  January,  1847, 
and  brought  with  him  a  bag  of  oxygen  gas  as  an  antidote  to  asphyxia.  I  have 
had  this  date  always  fixed  in  my  mind  by  the  fact  that  I  performed  an  amputa- 
tion on  that  day  under  the  influence  of  ether,  and  this  is  also  confirmed  by  the 
records  of  the  hospital  "  • 

Dr.  Jackson,  in  a  letter  addressed  by  him  to  Baron  Yon  Humboldt,  dated 
November  22,  1851,  a  copy  of  which  he  filed  with  this  committee  (1852)  in 
support  of  his  claim  to  the  discovery,  after  giving  an  account  of  the  habitual  use 
of  the  vapor  of  sulphuric  ether  for  the  purposes  and  in  the  manner  which  we 
have  shown  to  have  been  familiar  with  the  medical  faculty  since  about  the  year 
1795,  states  the  facts,  and  details  the  circumstances  which  he  alleges  to  have 
attended  its  inhalation  bv  himself  in  the  winter  of  1841-'42,  and  gives  at  length 
what  he  says  were  his  deductions  from  the  phenomena  consequent  on  that  in- 
halation.   He  says : 

*'  The  circumstances  were  as  follows :  In  the  winter  of  1841-'42  I  was  em- 
ployed to  give  a  few  lectures  before  the  Mechanics'  Charitable  Association  in 
Boston,  and  in  my  last  lecture,  which  I  think  was  in  the  month  of  February,  I 
had  occasion  to  show  a  number  of  experiments  in  illustration  of  the  theory  of 
volcanic  eruptions,  and  for  my  experiments  I  prepared  a  large  quantity  of  chlorine 
gas,  collecting  it  in  gallon  glass  jars  over  boiling  water.  Just  as  one  of  these 
large  jars  was  filled  with  pure  chlorine  it  overturned  and  broke,  and  in  my  en- 

o  This  was  after  the  etbe  *  was  shown  by  a  number  of  experiments  to  be  entirely  safe,  and 
that  no  antidote  other  than  atmonpheric  air  was  necessary.  Dr.  Townsend,  testiff ing  in 
1853, says : 

'*The  first  time  I  ever  saw  Dr.  Jackson  at  the  hospital  at  an  operation,  after  the  intro- 
dnction  of  the  use  of  ether  there,  was  the  second  of  January,  1847 .  On  that  day  I  am- 
putated the  le^r  of  a  female.  Dr.  Jackson  then  appeared  in  the  operating  room  with  a  bag 
containiog  oxygen  gas  under  his  arm.  He  stated  to  me  there  that  we  should  always  have 
oxygen  gas  prepared  and  ready  in  case  of  accident  in  the  employment  of  ether,  and  he  feared 
that  some  accident  would  take  place  in  the  me  of  it.  I  am  positive  as  to  this  day  and  this 
occurrence  from  examining  the  records  of  the  hospital,  and  frum  my  own  private  record  of 
operations. 

'*  17th.  Wrs  or  not  thin  interview  «  f  January  2,  1847,  the  first  time  you  had  seen  him 
in  connt'xion  with  the  use  of  ether? 

*'  Answer.  Yes.  it  was  ;  nn<1  I  had  been  present  at  all  the  operations  from  the  oommeoce- 
ment  to  that  time. 

"  18tb.   What  was  I  lone  with  the  oxygen?    Of  what  use  was  it  ? 

'•Answer.  No  uj?c  was  made  of  it.  I  never  knew  it  to  be  used.  It  would  supply  thai 
portion  of  the  atmospheric  air  which  is  wanting  in  cases  of  asphyxia,  still  I  never  knew  it 
to  be  used.*'  r^  T 
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deavora  to  save  the  yessel  I  accidentally  got  my  lungs  fiill  of  chlorine  gas,  which 
nearly  suffocated  me,  so  that  my  life  was  in  imminent  danger,  I  immediately 
had  ether  and  ammonia  brought  to  me,  and  alternately  inhaled  them  with  great 
relief.  The  next  morning  my  throat  was  severely  inflamed  and  very  painful, 
and  I  perceived  a  distinct  flavor  of  chlorine  in  my  breath  and  my  lungs  were 
still  much  oppressed.  I  determined,  therefore,  to  make  a  thorough  trial  of  the 
ether  vapor,  and  for  that  purpose  went  into  my  laboratory,  which  adjoins  my 
house  in  Somerset  street,  and  made  the  experiment  from  which  the  discovery  of 
ansesthesia  was  induced.  I  had  a  large  supply  of  perfectly  pure  washed  sul- 
phuric ether,  which  was  tfrepared  in  the  laboratory  of  my  friend  Mr.  John  H. 
6lake,  of  Boston.  I  took  a  bottle  of  that  ether  and  a  folded  towel,  and  seating 
myself  in  a  rocking  chair,  and  placing  my  feet  in  another  chair,  so  as  to  secure 
a  fixed  position,  I  reclined  backward  in  the  one  in  which  I  was  seated. 
Soaking  the  towel  in  the  ether,  I  placed  it  over  my  4iose  and  mouth,  so  as 
to  inhale  the  ether  mixed  with  the  air,  and  began  to  inhale  the  vapor  deeply 
into  my  lungs.  At  first  the  ether  made  me  cough,  but  soon  that  irrita- 
bflity  ceased,  and  I  noticed  a  sense  of  coolness,  followed  by  warmth,  full- 
ness of  the  head  and  chest,  with  giddiness  and  exhilaration ;  numbness  of  the 
feet  and  legs  followed,  a  swimming  or  floating  sensation,  as  if  afloat  in  the 
air.  This  was  accompanied  with  entire  loss  of  feeling,  even  of  contact  with  my 
chair  in  which  1  was  seated.  I  noticed  that  all  pain  had  ceased  in  my  throat, 
and  the  sensations  which  I  had  were  of  the  most  agreeable  kind.  Much  pleased 
and  excited,  I  continued  the  inhalation  of  the  ether  vapor  and  soon  fell  into  a 
dreamy  state,  and  then  became  unconscious  of  all  surrounding  things.  I  know 
not  how  long  I  remained  in  that  state,  but  suppose  that  it  could  not  be  less  than 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  judging  from  the  degree  of  dryness  of  the  cloth  which,  dur- 
ing the  state  of  unconsciousness,  had  fallen  from  my  mouth  and  nose  and  lay 
upon  my  breast.  As  I  became  conscious  I  observed  still  there  was  no  feeling  of 
pain  in  my  throat,  and  my  limbs  were  still  deeply  benumbed,  as  if  the  nerves  of 
sensation  were  paralyzed.  A  strange  thrilling  now  be^an  to  be  felt  along  the 
spine,  but  it  was  not  in  any  way  disagreeable.  Little  by  little  sensation  began 
to  manifest  itself,  first  in  the  tnroat  and  body,  and  gradually  extended  to  the 
extremities,  but  it  was  some  time  before  full  sensation  returned,  and  my  throat 
became  really  painful. 

"  Reflecting  upon  these  phenomena,  the  idea  flashed  into  my  mind  that  I  had 
made  the  discovery  I  had  for  so  long  a  time  been  in  quest  of — a  means  of  ren- 
dering the  nerves  of  sensation'  temporarily  insensible  to  pain,  so  as  to  admit  of 
the  performance  of  a  surgical  operation  on  an  individual  without  his  suffering 
pain  therefrom.  That  I  did  draw  this  inference,  and  did  fully  declare  my  un- 
qualified belief  in  both  the  safety  and  efficiency  of  the  method  of  destroying  all 
sensation  of  pain  in  the  human  body  during  the  most  severe  surgical  operations, 
no  one  doubts,  and  it  is  fiiUy  proved  by  abundant  legal  evidence  which  has  never 
been  impeached  or  doubted  in  any  quarter. 

*'I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  again  to  the  evidence  of  Dr.  William  F.  Ghanning, 
a  man  of  science,  fellow  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  son 
of  the  late  Dr.  William  E.  Ghanning,  our  most  eminent  divine;  to  the  testimony 
of  Dr.  S.  A.  Bemis,  one  of  the  most  eminent  dentists ;  to  the  letter  of  John  H. 
Blake,  a  distinguished  chemist;  and  to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Henry  D.  Fowle, 
one  of  the  best  and  most  faithfiil  apothecaries  of  Boston,  (and  to  the  letters  of 
Dr.  George  T.  Dexter,  of  New  York,  and  of  D.  Jay  Browne,  of  New  York,  ob- 
tained since  this  paper  was  written.)  Their  evidence,  with  that  of  my  worthy 
fidend  and  former  pupil,  Mr.  Joseph  Peabody,  eleve  ingenium  d  Vecole  des  mines 
at  Paris,  prove  that  1  had  made  this  discovery,  and  long  before  any  other  person 
had  even  tried  a  single  experiment  of  the  kind. — (See,  also,  the  new  and  very 
important  evidence  of  Dr.  George  T.  Dexter,  of  New  York,  and  that  of  Mr.  D. 
J.  Browne.)  / 
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"In  the  rapid  inductions  of  the  mind  it  is  not  always  easy  to  trace  the  exact 
picthod  of  thought  by  which  we  suddenly  arrive  at  great  truths.  But,  so  iar 
as  I  can  trace  the  reasoning  that  rapidily  flowed  through  my  mind,  it  was  based 
upon  principles  well  understood  by  all  educated  physicians  and  physiologists. 
I  knew  that  the  nerves  of  sensation  were  distinct  from  that  of  motion  and  of 
organic  life,  and  that  one  system  might  be  paralyzed  without  neccessarily  or 
immediately  affecting  the  others.  I  had  seen  often  in  my  medical  practice  the 
nerves  of  sensation  paralyzed  without  those  of  motion  being  affected,  and  those 
of  motion  paralyzed  without  those  of  sensation  being  influenced ;  and  both  the 
nerves  of  motion  and  sensation  paralyzed  without  the  ganglionic  nerves  or  those 
of  organic  life  being  affected.  I  knew,  also,  that  the  nerves  of  sensation  are 
stationed  as  sentinels  near  the  exterior  of  our  bodies,  to  warn  us  of  danger 
from  external  causes  of  injury,  and  that  there  is  no  feeling  in  the  internal  portions 
of  our  bodies.  I  knew,  also,  that  when  the  knife  is  applied  in  surgical  operations 
that  there  is  little  sense  of  pain  in  any  parts  beneath  the  skin.  This  my  own 
surgical  experience,  as  well  as  that  of  others,  had  long  ago  demonstrated,  and 
the  philosophy  of  these  physiological  facts  was  made  known  to  the  medical, 
world,  in  England  and  m  this  country,  by  the  researches  of  Sir  Charles  Bell, 
of  England  and  was  fully  proved  by  all  the  eminent  anatomists  and  physiologists, 
of  Europe.  Now,  I  had  observed,  1st,  that  the  nerves  of  sensation  in  my  own 
body  were  rendered  insensible  to  pain  for  some  time  before  unconciousness  took 
place. 

**  2d.  That  all  pain  had  ceased  in  a  suffering  part  of  my  body  during  the 
stages  of  etherization  precedingand  following  the  unconscious  state. 

"3d.  That  this  state  of  insensibility  of  the  nerves  of  sensation  continued  for 
a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  admit  of  most  surgical  operations,  and  I  had  reason 
to  believe  that  during  the  unconscious  period  the  degree  of  insensibilty  was  still 
greater,  so  that  it  would  be  impossible  that  any  pain  could  be  felt  in  a  sui^cal 
operation. 

"4.  That  the  nerves  of  motion  and  of  the  involuntary  functions  of  respiration 
and  circulation  were  in  nowise  affected,  the  functions  of  life  going  on  as  usual, 
while  the  nerves  of  sensation  were  i*endered  devoid  of  feeling,  and  the  body 
could  suffer  no  pain.  By  long  experience  in  the  trial  of  ether  vapor  in  spas- 
modic asthma,  and  from  numerous  carefully-conducted  physiological  experi- 
ments, I  had  learned  that  the  vapor  of  ether  could  be  safely  inhaled  into  the 
lungs  to  an  extent  before  believed  to  be  highly  dangerous. — (Wood  andBache's 
Dispensatory ;  Beck's  Medical  Jurisprudence.)  That  1  did  first  discover  that 
the  nerves  of  sensation  could  be  and  were  paralyzed  to  all  sensation  tempora- 
rily and  siifely  by  the  inhalation  of  ether  vapor  is  admitted  by  all  scientific  men 
who  have  examined  the  evidence.  That  I  aid  first  prescribe  its  administration 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  all  sensation  of  pain  in  surgical  operations,  ¥rith 
the  guarantee,  on  my  medical  and  scientific  responsibility,  of  its  entire  safety,  if 
my  directions  were  strictly  obeyed,  and  did  thus  introduce  the  use  of  pure  sul- 
phuric ether,  mixed  with  air,  into  surgical  practice  is  fully  proved  by  abundant 
testimony ;  and  this  is  admitted  by  all  persons  who  have  examined  the  evidence 
that  I  have  caused  to  be  printed. 

"  The  only  point  contested  by  my  opponents  is  that,  in  their  opinion,  I  had 
not  sufficient  reason  for  drawing  the  inference  that  T  did,  as  they  admit,  draw 
from  my  data,  and  that  I  could  not  have  *  known*  the  full  extent  of  the  insensi- 
bility to  pain  of  a  surgical  operation,  and  that  this  remained  to  be  verified  by 
actual  trial.  Now,  it  appears  to  me  clear  enough  that  when  1  had  discovered 
that  the  nerves  of  sensation  were  paralyzed,  that  I  did  know  that  the  body 
could  feel  no  pain,  and  that  my  induction  was  the  most  natural  thing  in  the 
process  of  reasoning  from  my  well  ascertained  data.  To  the  ignorant  it  is  easy 
to  appeal  my  allegations,  like  those  of  my  very  unscientific  opponents,  that  'Dr. 
Jackson  cotddnot  have  known,'  anterior  to  the  verificatioQ,^p^i:|nieAl0.perC(Uined 
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«t  the  hospital,  that  the  patient  •was  wholly  insensible  to  pain  when  under  the 
influence  of  ether;  but  no  Hcientific  physiologist  or  physician  can  possibly 
entertain  a  doubt  of  the  sufliciency  of  my  evidence  that  the  body  coula  feel  no 
pain  w^hen  the  nerves  of  sensation  were  rendered  insensible.  Again,  it  is  claimed 
by  my  opponents,  that  inducing  an  ignorant  dentist,  a  a  man  of  no  medical 
knowledge,  tp  perform  the  mere  mechanical  operations,  under  my  advice  and  upon 
my  medical  responsibility,  expressly  assumed  before  witnesses,  that  I  made  him  a 
co-partner  or  joint  discoverer,  and  that  he  made  the  first  application  of  my  dis- 
covery. Now,  I  respectfully  dissent  from  this  opinion,  and,  in  my  dissent,  I  am 
sustained  by  the  highest  scientific,  medical  and  legal  authorities  of  this  country, 
and  by  the  most  eminent  men  of  science  of  Europe,  who  have  considered  this 
question.  I  claim  that  I  not  only  discovered  the  principle,  but  also  by  my 
advice  and  prescription,  as  above  stated,  made  the  application  in  the,  highest 
sense  of  the  tenn." 

Your  committee  will  attempt  to  determine  the  weight  which  ought  to  be  given 
to  this  statement;  first,  by  collating  it  with  other  facts  in  the  case,  of  which 
they  can  have  nd  doubt ;  second,  by  comparing  it  with  other  written  statements 
of  the  same  incident,  made  by  Dr.  Jackson  himself,  of  an  earlier  date ;  third, 
by  considering  its  inherent  .probability  when  viewed  in  connexion  with  Dr. 
Jackson's  own  well-established  acts  and  omissions;  and  lastly,  the  extent  to 
which  it  is  supported  or  assailed  by  extrinsic  evidence. 

A  portion  of  this  statement  of  Dr.  Jackson  struck  your  committee  with  some 
surprise;  that,  namely,  in  which  he  says:  "That  I  did  first  prescribe  its  admin- 
istration for  the  purpose  of  preventing  all  sensation  cf  pain  in  surgical  opera- 
tionSf  with  the  guarantecy  an  my  medical  and  scientific  responsibility,  of  its 
entire  safety^  if  my  instructions  were  stricty  obeyed,  and  did  then  introduce  the 
use  of  pure  sulphuric  ether  vapor,  mixed  taitk  air,  into  surgical  practice,  is  folly 
proved  by  abundant  testimony;  and  this  is  admitted  by  all  persoTis  who  have 
examined  the  evidence  that  1  have  caused  to  be  printed.  The  only  point  con- 
tested by  my  opponents  is  that,  in  their  ojnnion,  I  had  not  sufficient  reason  for 
drawing  the  inference  that  I  did,  as  they  admit,  draw  from  my  data,  and  that 
I  could  not  have  *  known '  the  full  extent  of  the  insensibility  to  pain  of  a  surgi- 
cal operation,  and  that  this  remained  to  be  verified  by  actual  trial." 

This  is,  within  the  knowledge  of  your  committee,  a  wide  departure  from  the 
actual  state  of  fact  touching  the  controversy.  It  is  known  to  us  by  numerous 
documents,  printed  and  written,  that  the  positions  which  Dr.  Jackson  thus  avers 
to  have  been  universally  conceded  to  him,  are  the  very  positions  Which  have 
been  most  constantly  and  strongly  contested  since  he  first  claimed  for  himself  the 
merits  of  the  discovery.  It  appears,  too,  that  neither  of  these  points  was  con- 
ceded to  him,  but  both  adjudged  against  him  by  the  Massachusetts  general 
hospital  in  their  report  of  January,  1848,  and  most  distinctly  and  emphatically 
80  by  the  report  of  the  committee  of  this  house  of  Febniary  24,  1849. 

The  hospital  report  notices  this  subject  as  follows : 

"Down  to  September  30,  1846,  Dr.  Jackson  had  discovered  nothing  that 
had  not  been  known  and  in  print  in  London  for  some  years.  It  was  known 
that  ether  would  produce  insensibility;  that  such  insensibility,  though  some- 
times fatal,  was  sometimes  safe;  and  that  one  of  the  properties  of  ether  was  its 
power  to  obviate  the  ill  effects  of  an  inhalation  of  chlorine  gas.  The  discovery 
of  the  safety  and  efficacy  of  the  inhalation  of  ether  in  surgical  operations  had 
not  yet  been  made;  the  only  experiments  which  Dr.  Jackson  had  tried,  or 
caused  to  be  tried,  being  those  already  prescribed  by  the  text-books.  Dr. 
Jackson  had  for  some  time  entertained  a  strong  impression  that  it  could  be 
used  with  safety  and  effect  during  the  operation  of  the  dentist — a  conjecture 
which  a  hundred  other  persons  may  have  made  without  discovering  the  fact ; 
and  incidentally  on  more  than  one  occasion  he  had  advised  its  use  for  that 
class  of  operations,  but  had  been  unable  to  persuade  any  one  to  use  it,  not  even 


124  DR.   WM.   T    G.   MORTON. 

SerHonB  of  science  and  intelligence,  who  were  most  familiar  with  all  that  Dr. 
ackflon  knew  or  thought  upon  this  subject. 

"  Dr.  Morton  had  for  some  time  been  engaged  in  searching  for  a  safe  a^nt 
for  promoting  insensibility  during  dental  operations.  He  knew  of  and  had, 
upon  one  occasion,  taken  part  in  the  nitrous  oxide  experiment*  of  Dr.  Wells. 

"As  early  as  July,  1846,  he  purchased  sulphuric  ether,  and  proceeded  to 
experiment  upon  it.  On  September  30,  1846,  he  has  an  inter^^iew  with  Dr. 
Jackson,  and  receives  his  decided  advice  to  use  pure,  rectified  sulphuric  ether 
during  a  dental  operation,  accompanied  with  the  strongest  assurance  of  its 
safety,  and  with  the  information  where  it  could  be  obtained.  Dr.  Morton, 
imlike  others  who  had  received  this  advice,  and  notwithstanding  he  knew  the 
prevailing  belief  of  the  dangerous  and  sometimes  fatal  character  of  this  agent, 
forthwith  acted  upon  it.  That  he  proceeded  to  inhale  it  himself  rests,  indeed, 
on  his  own  assertion.  The  committee  have  no  doubt  of  its  truth.  He  cer- 
tainly administered  it  to  a  patient.  By  so  doing  he  made  this  discovery.  On 
learning  this  result  Dr.  Jackson  very  naturally  suggested  to  Dr.  Morton  that 
he  had  better  get  the  ether  tried  by  the  surgeons  of  the  hospital,  which  a  wit- 
ness of  Dr.  Morton's,  however,  alleges  that  he  had  previously  determined  to  do. 
But  all  the  subsequent  steps  were  taken  by  Dr.  Siorton  himself,  without  the 
slightest  sympathy  or  co-operation  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Jackson,  who,  from 
alleged  fear  of  his  recklessness,  withheld  from  him  all  countenance  and  encour- 
agement. In  view  of  these  facts  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  exclusive 
claims  advanced  by  Dr.  Jackson,  though  now  very  extensively  recognized  in 
foreign  countries,  are  unfounded,  being  unwarranted  alike  by  his  acts  and  by 
his  omissions,  and  that  they  involve  great  injustice  towards  Dr.  Morton;  that 
their  names  will  be  forever  jointly,  though  not  equally,  associated  in  this  dis- 
covery— Dr.  Jackson  being  entitled  to  the  credit  of  having  rendered  available 
the  existing  knowledge  upon  the  subject  of  ether,  which  Dr.  Morton  was  really, 
though  not  avowedly,  seeking  to  obtain,  and  Dr.  Morton  having  first  demon- 
strated its  safety  and  efficacy  in  the  prevention  of  pain  during  surgical  opera- 
tions; and  that  Dr.  Morton,  by  consenting  to  permit  Dr.  Jackson's  name  to  be 
united  with  his  in  the  patent,  with  the  right  to  receive  one-tenth  part  of  its 
profits,  has  shown  himself  disposed,  fairly  and  honorably,  to  recognize  the 
amount  of  his  indebtedness  to  Dr.  Jackson's  advice." 

In  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House,  in  February,  1849,  where  these 
questions  are  carefully  examined,  the  conclusion  is  against  the  claim  of  Doctor 
Jackson  on,both  these  points ;  they  say  : 

"  It  is,  however,  contended  by  Doctor  Jackson,  that  in  the  administration  of 
ether  to  his  patient  on  the  30th  September,  and  in  the  subsequent  exhibition  of 
it  in  the  hospital.  Doctor  Morton  acted  as  his  agent,  merely ;  that  he  was,  in 
fact,  the  experimenter  as  well  as  the  discoverer,  and  the  merit  of  success  or  the 
responsibility  of  failure  rested  on  him.  This  position  your  committee  will  now 
proceed  to  examine. 

"  This  claim  is  not  supported  by  the  evidence  which  has  been  thus  far  con- 
sidered ;  indeed,  it  bears  strongly  against  it,  and  your  committee  can  find  no 
contemporary  matter  touching  this  point,  except  a  statement  of  George  O.  Barnes, 
not  yet  commented  upon.  The  witness,  after  stating  Doctor  Jackson's  efforts 
to  overcome  the  scruples  of  Morton,  says :  *  Indeed,  Doctor  Jackson  urged  the 
matter  very  earnestly  and  with  perfect  confidence,  taking  on  himself  the  whole 
responsibility.'  Now,  if  this  be  a  deduction,  an  inference  from  the  conversation 
stated,  it  is  of  no  value  whatever,  except  to  show  a  certain  earnestness  in  the 
witness.  If  it  be  but  a  further  declaration,  it  is  unsupported  by  the  testimony 
of  Mclntire;  and,  in  a  third  important  particular,  differs  from  and  goes  beyond 
him.  But  the  well  attested  conduct  of  the  parties  themselves,  at  the  time  oi  the 
transaction  in  which  this  agency  is  claimed  to  have  been  conferred  and  accepted, 
what  is  termed  by  lawyers  the  res  gestee,  shows  more  clearly  than  everything 
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else  the  true  relation  which  they  then  bore  to  each  other,  and  each  of  them  to 
the  subject  matter  in  controversy. 

**  Doctor  JackBon  claims  that  he  had  long  had  in  his  mind  a  conviction  that 
the  vapor  of  sulphuric  ether  could  be  inhaled  without  danger  or  injury  to  the 
patient,  and  that  under  it«  influence  surgical  operations  could  be  performed  with- 
out pain.  All  admit  him  to  be  a  man  of  science,  fully  aware  of  the  mighty 
value  of  such  a  discovery,  and  not  at  all  indifferent  to  his  own  reputation  in  the 
scientific  world.  In  this  state  of  things  we  cannot  conceive  it  possible  that  he 
could  have  remained  inactive  for  years,  waiting  till  chance  should  send  him 
some  one  to  bring  out  his  great  discovery,  instead  of  proceeding  himself  by 
direct  experiment.  It  is  not  at  all  disputed  that  Doctor  Morton  went  to  Doctor 
Jackson's  shop  that  day  uninvited ;  that  his  oion  wants  and  not  Doctor  Jack- 
son's vnshes  and  purposes  led  to  the  conversation ;  that  there  was  nothing  of  an 
especially  confidential  nature  between  them ;  that  what  Doctor  Jackson  said  to 
him  he  said  in  his  usual  manner  of  public  conversation,  and  not  like  a  man  who 
waa  engaging  another  to  bring  out  a  most  important  discovery  to  the  world. 

"  But  take  Doctor  Morton  to  be  just  what  Doctor  Jackson  and  his  two  wit- 
nesses represent  him  to  have  been  at  the  time  of  that  conversation,  was  he  the 
man  whom  Doctor  Jackson  would  have  trusted  to  represent  him  in  a  matter  so 
deeply  involving  his  character  and  his  fame  ?  Say  it  is  Jackson's  discovery, 
the  experiment  is  his,  he  is  responsible  for  the  consequences.  If  it  succeed,  he 
has  made  the  noblest  contribution  to  surgical  science  which  the  century  has 
witnessed  ;  if  it  fail,  the  consequences  might  be  most  disastrous.  Whom  does 
he  select  to  carry  out  this,  the  most  important  conception  of  his  life  or  of  the 
age  1     Let  his  two  witnesses  answer. 

"  According  to  them,  a  man  profoundly  ignorant  of  the  powerful  medicinal 
agent  which  he  was  directed  to  employ — one  who  did  not  know  what  kind  of 
'stuff'  sulphuric  ether  was,  and  who  wished  to  see  it  in  order  thus  to  test  its 
qualities,  is  selected  by  one  of  the  first  scientific  men  of  the  age  to  conduct  a 
delicate  and  dangerous  experiment  with  this  same  sulphuric  ether,  on  the  success 
of  which  even  more  than  reputation  depended.  If  Doctor  Jackson  had  dwelt 
upon  the  subject,  conceived  the  discovery  in  his  own  mind,  considered  it  with  a 
view  of  making  it  known  to  the  world  and  useful  to  mankind,  he  knew  that 
much  depended  on  the  first  public  exhibition ;  and  he  also  knew  that  it  required 
science,  prudence,  and  skill,  to  render  the  experiment  successful,  and  prevent 
its  becoming  disastrous.  Sulphuric  ether  would  produce  insensibility  to  pain; 
too  little  of  it  would  make  the  experiment  ineffectual,  and  bring  the  operator  and 
his  nostrum  into  ridicule ;  too  much,  or  the  proper  quantity  unskilfully  adminis- 
tered, would  produce  asphyxia,  probably  death.  Under  these  circumstances, 
how  can  your  committee  believe  that  Doctor  Jackson  would  have  trusted  such 
a  man  as  his  witnesses  represents  Doctor  Morton  to  be  with  his  first  experiment 
upon  his  great  discovery  1  Would  it  not  have  been  inexcusable  in  him  to  have 
done  so  ?  Would  it  not  have  shown  a  recklessness  of  his  own  fame  and  the 
lives  of  his  fellow-men  ? 

**  Such  a  conclusion,  your  committee  are  satisfied,  cannot  be  imputed  to  him 
with  justice.  Had  Doctor  Jackson  made  the  discovery  and  felt  that  it  was  his, 
he  could  not  have  failed  to  be  at  once  aware  of  its  vast  importance,  and  the 
world-wide  reputation  it  would  give  him,  and  he  would  not  have  trusted  it  for  a 
moment  in  the  hands  of  a  man  less  skillful  and  scientific  than  himself?  Indeed, 
would  he  have  intrusted  it  with  any  one  ?  but  would  he  not  have  himself  seen 
that  it  was  administered  in  a  proper  manner,  and  under  proper  conditions  to 
make  it  safe  and  effectual  ?  Would  he  not  have  stood  by  and  watched  the 
sinking  pulse  of  his  first  subject,  until  insensibility  was  complete,  and  have  been 
careful  to  withdraw  it  when  he  saw  it  was  likely  to  endanger  life,  and  have  done 
all  that  science  and  skill  could  do  to  avoid  a  failure  or  a  catastrophe  ?  But 
there  was  nothing  of  this.     Having  given  the  information  which  he  did  give  in 
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the  conversation  with  Doctor  Morton,  he  turned  neither  to  the  right  nor  left,  nor 
trouhled  himself  further  on  the  subject,  until  he  was  advised  by  Doctor  Morton 
that  the  experiment  had  been  successful.  He  expresses  no  surprise,  no  emotion ; 
it  is  an  incident  of  the  day — an  occurrence.  According  to  the  testimony  of 
Barnes,  he  advises  Doctor  Morton  to  try  it  in  some  capital  operation  in  the  hos- 
pital ;  does  not  say  he  will  try  it  himself,  which  he  might  or  ought  to  have  done, 
if  Doctor  Morton  had  been  his  agent.  He  does  not  propose  to  get  permission 
for  Doctor  Morton  so-  to  try  it,  though  he  well  knew  the  application  by  himself, 
or  in  his  name,  would  insure  the  permission.  He  advises  Doctor  Morton  to  get 
permission  to  try  it  in  the  hospital,  and  does  not  propose  to  be  present,  and  in 
fact  is  not  present  when  the  trial  is  made,  though  the  hospital  was  but  five 
minutes'  walk  from  his  door.  That  operation  was  successfully  performed,  and 
another  was  noticed  to  take  place  the  next  day,  about  which  Doctor  Jackson 
gave  himself  no  concern,  and  at  which  he  was  not  present.  The  committee  feel 
that  his  conduct  during  this  time  was  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  fact  that  he 
recognized  the  discovery  as  his  own  and  that  these  were  his  experiments. 

"  It  is  urged  as  a  reason  for  his  absence  at  the  first  operation  in  the  hos- 
pital that  Dr.  Morton  did  not  inform  him  at  what  time  it  was  to  take  place.  As 
to  this,  there  is  no  proof  that  he  did  or  did  not  inform  him ;  but  surely,  had  Dr. 
Jackson  felt  the  solicitude  which  the  discoverer  would  naturally  feel,  he  would 
have  informed  himself,  and  his  daily  associations  naturally  led  him  to  the 
knowledge.  On  the  other  hand,  after  the  successful  operation  of  the  30th  of 
September,  and  after  Dr.  Morton  had  seen  his  patient,  and  ascertained  that  he 
had  suffered  no  injury  from  the  ether,  elated  with  his  success,  he  consulted  Dr. 
Hayden  as  to  the  mode  of  bringing  out  the  discovery,  and  suggested  at  once 
that  he  would  introduce  it  into  the  hospital.  A  few  days  afterwards  he  told  Dr. 
Hayden  that  Dr.  Jackson  would  not  countenance  the  discovery,  and  again  said 
he  would  go  to  Dr.  Warren  and  endeavor  to  have  it  introduced  into  the  hos- 
pital. The  fact  that  Dr.  Jackson  refused  to  give  Dr.  Morton  a  certificate  that 
ether  was  harmless  in  its  effects,  or  might  be  used  with  safety,  is  admitted  by 
Dr.  Jackson  in  his  defence  by  the  Messrs.  Lord ;  but  they  say  it  proves  nothinr 
but  Dr.  Jackson's  *  unwillingness  to  figure  in  Dr.  Morton's  advertisements,  and 
his  prudence  in  refusing  to  make  himself  responsible  for  anything  and  every- 
thing Morton,  in  his  ignorance,  might  do  with  an  agent  liable  to  the  most  dan- 
gerous abuse.'* 

"  This  witness,  Barnes,  says  that  on  the  30th  of  September,  Dr.  Jackson  em- 

**  If  Dr.  Morton  was  all  this  time  proceediog  at  his  own  suggestion,  and  on  his  own  re> 
sponsibility  merely,  Dr.  Jackson  had  a  right  to  give  or  refuse  his  certificate  of  the  safety 
of  the  ether,  according  to  his  opinion  of  its  merits  ;  bat  if  he  prescribed  it  and  employed 
Dr.  Morton  to  administer  his  prescription,  and  if  under  his  direction  Dr.  Morton  did  ad- 
minister it  in  a  case  of  dentistry  ;  if  on  this  being  reported  to  Dr.  Jackson,  he  directed  Dr. 
Morton  to  have  it  tested  in  a  caHe  in  the  medical  hospital,  and  when  asked  for  a  wnUm 
eertifieaU  he  refused  it,  he  cannot  be  visited  with  too  harsh  a  censure  According  to  this 
assumption,  he  sent  an  ignorant  and  rash  operator  to  the  hospital  to  impose  upon  the  fac- 
ulty He  sent  him  armed  with  a  nostrum  which  he  would  not  say  m  tpnting  was  not  dan- 
gerous to  life,  leaving  the  profesnonal  responsibility  of  the  event  to  rest  on  the  fi&culty.  He 
sent  **  hit  nuree  "  Mtithout  written  authority  or  dirtetiont  to  administer  what  the  medical  facnlCy 
of  the  asre  pronounced  to  be  a  poison,  and  what  was  a  poison  in  unskilful  bands,  thns 
leaving  him  subject  to  all  the  legal  liabilities  which  a  fatal  result  would  involve,  and  re- 
maining himself  fice  from  liability  or  reproach.  His  conduct,  as  he  now  represents  it,  in- 
volves— Ist.  Dishonorable  imposition  on  his  brother  surgeons  of  the  hospital  2d.  Ex- 
posing to  unaccountable  jeopardy  human  life.  3d.  Falsehood  and  treachery  to  the  man,  tht 
hand,  used  in  the  administration  of  his  prescription.  Such  is  the  judgment  which  Dr. 
Jackson  would  bring  upon  himself  by  his  statement,  and  that  of  his  witness,  Barnes,  in 
support  of  his,  if  it  be  believed  liut  your  committee  do  not  believe  it.  Even  on  his  own 
assertion  they  do  not  believe  Dr.  Jackson  guilty  of  conduct  so  atrocious.  They,  therefore, 
cannot,  and  do  not,  believe  that  branch  of  the  statement  in  the  letter  to  Baron  Humboldt, 
true. 
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ployed  Dr.  Morton  to  use  this  new  agent.  He  assured  him  it  would  *not  do  the 
least  injury,*  He  *  urged  the  matter  very  earnestly,  expressly  taking  on  himself 
all  the  responsibility ;'  and  it  was  on  the  first  of  October,  the  morning  after  the 
successful  experiment,  that  Dr.  Jackson  refused  to  give  a  certificate  *  that  ether 
was  harmless  in  its  effects,'  and  yet,  on  the  same  day,  the  witness,  Barnes,  says, 
on  being  advised  by  Dr.  Morton  of  the  success  of  the  operation,  Dr.  Jackson 
said  to  him  :  *  You  must  go  to  Dr.  Warren  and  get  his  permission  to  administer 
it  in  the  Massachusetts  general  hospital,  and,  if  possible,  it  should  be  on  a  cap- 
ital operation.'  And  he  goes  on  to  say  that  Morton  strongly' objected  at  first 
going  to  the  hospital ;  that  everybody  would  smell  the  ether,  and  it  would  not 
be  kept  secret;  but  that  after  learning  something  to  disguise  the  odor  he  agreed 
to  apply  to  the  hospital. 

"  We  have  already  adverted  to  the  fact  that  Dr.  Morton,  the  very  evening 
after  the  successful  operation,  suggested  to  Dr.  Hayden  that  he  would  go  to  the 
hospital  and  get  permission  to  try  the  ether  there ;  that  he  went  the  next  morn- 
ing to  Dr.  Jackson,  and  returned,  saying  Dr.  Jackson  would  not  give  his  coun- 
tenance to  the  discovery ;  and  it  is  admitted  that  Dr.  Jackson  refused  him  the 
certificate  he  wished  for,  and  one  of  the  reasons  given  is  that  he  did  not  think 
him  fit  Xg  be  trusted.  Is  it,  tlien,  probable  that  he  urged  him  to  go  to  the  hos- 
pital and  there  bring  out  his  (Dr.  Jackson's)  great  discovery  ?  But  James 
Mclntire  was  also  present  on  the  1st  of  October,  when  Dr.  Morton  returned  and 
advised  Dr.  Jackson  of  the  entire  success  of  the  experiment,  and  he  says  not  a 
word  of  Dr.  Jackson  proposing  to  Dr.  Morton  to  try  an  experiment  in  the  hos- 
pital. Your  committee  has  already  remarked  in  several  other  points  of  differ- 
ence in  the  testimony  of  these  two  witnesses,  and  in  each  case,  as  in  this,  they 
felt  themselves  constrained  by  the  testimony  of  other  witnesses,  and  by  the  in- 
herent character  of  the  evidence,  to  rely  on  the  accuracy  of  Mclntyre  rather 
than  of  Mr.  Barnes,  where  these  discrepancies  occur. 

"  Another  difiiculty  in  sustaining  the  position  assumed  by  Dr.  Jackson  forci- 
bly impresses  itself  upon  your  committee.  According  to  this,  on  the  10th  of 
September,  Dr.  Jackson  intrusted  Dr.  Morton  with  his  discovery,  and  not  only 
suffered  him,  but '  earnestly  urged '  him  to  use  it,  assuring  him  it  was  perfectly 
safe.  Dr.  Morton  tried  it  on  the  same  evening;  his  success  was  complete;  he 
brought  to  Dr.  Jackson  the  next  morning  conclusive  evidence  of  all  this,  and 
Dr.  Jackson  rei^sed  him  a  certificate  because  he  would  not  *  make  himself  re- 
sponsible for  anything  and  everything  Morton  in  his  ignorance  might  do  with 
an  agent  liable  to  the  most  dangerous  abuse,'  while  nothing  is  shown  to^shake 
Dr.  Jackson's  confidence  in  Dr.  Morton  since  the  previous  day,  or  at  all  to  change 
his  opinion  of  him,  except  the  triumphant  success  of  the  operation  which  he  re- 
ported and  proved.  On  the  16th  of  October  the  first  operation  was  performed 
in  the  hospital,  at  which,  as  we  have  abeady  shown.  Dr.  Jackson  did  not  at- 
tend, and  at  which  his  name  was  not  known.  The  second  operation  at  the  hos- 
pital took  place  on  the  17th,  Dr.  Jackson  taking  no  part  in  it  by  his  presence  or 
his  counsel.  Both  operations  were  entirely  success&l,  and  both  conducted  on 
the  part  of  Dr.  Morton  to  the  entii*e  satisfaction  of  the  surgeons  of  the  hospital. 
But  at  this  time  Dr.  Jackson's  confidence  in  Dr.  Morton,  if  he  ever  did  confide  in 
him,  is  wholly  gone.  He  denies,  vbl  the  conversation  with  his  neighbor  and  friend, 
Caleb  Eddy,  that  under  the  influence  of  ether  the  flesh  of  a  patient  can  be  cut 
without  pain ;  says  Morton  *  is  a  reckless  man  for  using  it  as  he  has ;  the  chance 
is  that  he  will  kill  somebody  yet ;'  and  in  the  interval  between  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember and  about  the  23d  of  October,  he  declared  that  he  did  not  care  what 
Morton  did  with  it,  or  how  much  Morton  advertised,  if  his  own  name  was  not 
drawn  in  with  it. 

"  It  would  seem  that  as  Dr.  Morton  acquired  eclat  by  his  constant  success,  as 
he  continually  and  rapidly  rose  in  the  estimation  of  other  scientific  men,  he  has 
continually  and  as  rapidly  sunk  in  the  estimation  of  Dr.  Jackson.     The  evidence 
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of  Francis  Whitman,  Mr.  Caleb  Eddy,  and  Hon.  Edward  Warren,  show  that, 
prior  and  up  to  the  23d  of  October,  Dr.  Jackson  spoke  doubtingly  of  the  effect 
of  ether,  and  condemned  its  use;  and  there  is  no  proof  whatever  that,  within 
that  time,  he  lent  the  slightest  countenance  to  Dr.  Morton  to  sustain  the  dis- 
coverj,  and  all  his  remarks,  except  those  stated  by  Mr.  Hitchcock  to  have  been 
made  to  him  on  the  2d  and  3d  of  October,  tend  to  create  distrust  and  destroy 
confidence  both  in  the  operator  and  the  agent  used.*     His  favorable  mention  of 

o  His  oca  venation  with  Dr.  Gould  about  the  futme  time  is  to  the  same  effect.  Dr.  Gotild 
flayu: 

Ctb.  Please  to  state  your  first  conversation  with  Dr  C  T.  Jacluou  re-^pecting  the  dis- 
covery of  ether  as  au  ansesthetic  sgent,  how  it  arobe,  and  the  circumstances  relating  thereto* 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  what  led  to  the  conversation,  and  an  indistinct  rcc<'l- 
lection  of  precisely  what  was  said.  I  alluded  to  the  dental  operations  performed  by  Dr. 
Morton  under  the  influence  of  ether  It  was  probably  three  days  after  the  first  dental 
operation  he  said  **yes,  I  told  him.  It  is  sulphurine  ether."  I  can't  recollect  anything 
definite.  I  recollect  various  things  which  were  said,  but  I  can't  say  whether  they  occurred 
at  that  interview  or  not.  In  substance  he  said,  **  Well,  Ut  him  go  on  with  U;  1  do/it  cart  vhal 
he  doa  with  tY,  if  he  don*t  bring  my  name  in  with  9i'*  I  had  biit  little  conversation  with  him  at 
that  time,  ae  I  thought  he  etmed  to  diedaim  having  anything  to  do  with  it,  further  than  hsang  nm- 
iioned  that  orHele  to  Dr.  Morton, 

7tb.  At  the  time  he  said  this  had  there  been  any  surgical  operation  performed  under  the 
effect  of  ether  at  the  hospital  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

The  conversation  of  Dr.  Jackson  with  Peleg  W.  Chandler,  esq.,  although  somewhat  loose 
and  indefinite,  carries  with  it  conviction.  It  occurred  at  a  meeting  of  the  Warren  Club,  at 
the  house  of  the  late  Abbot  Lawrence.  We  give  here  a  part  of  his  examination,  applicable 
to  this  point : 

1st.  Are  you,  and  how  long  have  you  been,  of  the  lioston  i>ar?  What  public  office  do 
you  hold?  What  have  you  held  within  the  last  ten  years?  At  what  college  did  you 
graduate  ? 

Answer.  I  am  a  member  of  the  Boston  bar,  and  have  been  since  1837.  I  am  city 
solicitor  of  the  city  of  Boston.  In  1844-'6-'6,  I  was  a  member  of  the  Massachusetb 
legislature  for  the  city  of  Boston ;  in  1843,  for  three  years,  I  was  a  member  of  the  city 
council,  and  president  of  it  for  two  yenrs  ;  I  was  commissioner  in  bankruptcy  under  the 
late  bankrupt  law  of  the  United  States,  while  that  was  in  force.  I  graduated  at  Bowdoio 
College,  in  Maine. 

2d.   When  did  you  first  hear  of  the  ether  discovery  ?     Please  state  the  circumstances. 

Answer.  The  first  time  I  ever  heard  of  the  application  of  ether  to  surgical  operations  was 
from  the  lips  of  Dr  harles  T.  Jackson.  It  was  at  the  Warren  Club,  I  think— an  associ- 
ation of  gentlemen  where  scientific  matters  were  frequently  discussed.  I  had  heard  men- 
tion made  of  some  new  discovery  around  the  room,  which  seemed  to  make  considerable 
impression,  and  I,  or  some  one  near  me,  asked  Dr.  Jackson,  who  was  present,  what  it  was 
He  then  stated  to  me,  and,  I  think,  one  other  gentleman — we  were  standing  by  ourselves— 
that  some  time  previously  Dr.  Morton,  a  dentist  of  this  city,  oime  to  him  to  borrow  a  goi^- 
bag,  and  stated  that  he  had  an  idea  of  filling  it  with  atmospheric  air,  in  order  to  work  upon 
the  imaginations  of  nervous  patients,  and  induce  them  to  submit  to  dental  operations  more 
readily  ;  that  Morton  mentioned  some  experiment  in  France  upon  a  soldier  who  had  been 
condemned  to  death,  who  had  been  induced  to  believe  that  his  blood  was  running,  which 
had  such  an  effect  upon  his  imagination  as  to  have  killed  him  actually  ;  that  he  (Jackson) 
told  him  that  that  was  a  very  pretty  story,  but  theie  was  no  truth  in  it — and  then  aslicd 
Morton  why  he  did  not  try  ether ;  that  some  time  after  this  Morton  came  to  him  (Jackson)  b 
a  state  of  great  excitement,  half  crazy,  I  think,  was  his  expression,  and  said  that  he  had 
found  it,  or  had  hit  upon  it,  or  words  of  that  import— I  am  not  positive  as  to  the  exact 
expression.  Dr.  Jackson  then  said  that  it  appeared  from  Morton's  statement,  that  he  had 
shut  himself  into  a  room  and  inhaled  ether  from  a  handkerchief,  and  found,  by  examining 
his  watch  before  and  after,  that  he  had  been  insensible  for  some  minuter,  or  had  lost  a  few 
minutes.  Dr.  Jackson  said  that  he  subsequently  told  Dr.  Morton  that  he  should  charge 
him  five  hundred  dollars ;  that  he  finally  compromised  it  with  Morton,  by  agreeing  to  take 
ten  per  cent.,  or  something,  I  think,  on  patent  rights  for  this  matter;  and  I  think  the 
Doctor  added,  with  a  smile,  that  he  thought  he  should  do  better,  or  make  more  out  of  it, 
than  if  he  had  taken  the  five  hundred.  There  was  more  conversation,  but  1  do  not  remem- 
ber the  exact  language  ;  but  I  can  state  very  decidedly  what  the  impression  was  which  was 
made  on  my  own  mind  at  the  time,  and  that  was,  that  Dr.  Jackson  regarded  this  affair 
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it  to  Dr.  Keep  occurred  after  the  26th  of  October,  the  actual  date  not  fixed,  and 
was  accompanied  with  a  strong  general  charge  of  ignorance  and  recklessness 
against  Morton,  who  was  then  in  the  full  tide  of  successful  experiment.  This 
state  of  facts  is,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  wholly  inconsistent  with  the 
assumption  that  Dr.  Jackson  was  the  discoverer ;  that  he  employed  Dr.  Morton 
to  bring  out  the  discovery ;  and  that  the  experiments  of  Morton  were  tried  on 
the  responsibility  of  Dr.  Jackson." 

The  error  into  which  Dr.  Jackson  has  fallen,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  conces- 
sions which  have  been  made  him  hy  all  who  have  examined  the  evidence,  is 
somewhat  remarkable,  in  view  of  the  reasonings  and  conclusions  of  these  two 
very  able  reports  upon  the  distinct  points  which  he  claims  to  have  been  univer- 
sally conceded — while  neither  of  them  finds  it  necessary  to  approach  or  touch 
what  he  avers  to  be  "the  only  points  contested  by"  his  "opponents,"  namely, 
(to  use  his  own  words,)  "that  I  had  not  a  sufficient  reason  for  drawing  the  infer- 
ence that  I  did — as  they  admit,  draton  from  my  data*^  "  And  again,  that  by 
inducing  an  ignorant  dentist — a  man  of  no  medical  knowledge — to  perform  the 
mere  mechanical  operations  made  by  my  advice,  and  upon  my  medical  respon- 
sibility, expressly  assumed  before  witnesses,  that  I  made  him  a  copartner  or  joint 
discoverer,  and  that  he  made  the  first  application  of  my  discovery." 

Your  committee  have  looked  in  vain  through  all  the  papers  before  them,  and 
find  no  such  admission;  nor  do  they  find  the  controversy  anywhere  to  turn  upon 
what  Dr.  Jackson,  in  this  paper,  avers  to  be  the  "  only  points  contested,^*  On 
the  contrary,  they  find  it  denied,  and  to  have  been  all  along  denied,  that  Dr. 
Jackson  drew  the  alleged  itference,  or  in  any  other  manner  made  the  discovery; 
or  that  he  employed  or  engaged  Dr.  Morton  to  administer  the  ether  vapor  on  his 
(Dr.  Jackson's)  responsibility .+     These  are  questions  which  your  committee 

not  as  a  settled  thing,  or  not  as  a  discovery  that  was  to  be  anything  remarkable  in  itself,  or 
one  that  was  likely  to  be  applied  beneficially,  in  itself  considered,  but  as  rather  opening 
the  d  lor  t^  future  investigation  in  that  direction,  that  something  niight  hereafter  be  dis- 
covered that  would  stand  the  test  of  science  and  practicd  experience.  There  was  an  obvi- 
ous  desire  nut  to  connect  himself,  as  a  man  of  science,  with  it  to  any  great  extent ;  and  he 
made  use  of  some  expression  of  this  sort  with  regard  to  Dr.  Morton,  that  he  was  a  reck- 
less, daic-devil  fellow,  and  that  he  would  kill  somebody  yet.  I  think  that  was  his  very 
expression.  This  was  the  substance  of  the  conversation.  I  merely  asked  to  see  what  the 
subject  was,  as  there  was  a  sort  of  buzz  about  the  room  in  reference  to  something  that  had 
come  up. 

3d.  Did  Dr.  Jackson  say  that  he  had  told  Dr.  Morton,  or  predicted  to  him,  what  the 
effect  of  the  ether  would  be  ? 

Answer.  No  ;  I  think  all  that  was  said  about  ether  by  Dr.  Jackson  was,  "  Why  don't  you 
try  ether  ?"  I  am  very  confident  I  don't  mean  to  say  that  I  understood  Dr.  Jackson  as 
detailing  all  he  had  said  to  Dr.  Morton. 

4th.  From  anything  which  Dr.  Jackson  said,  did  you  get  the  impression  that  he  had  dis- 
covered, before  his  interview  with  Morton,  or  believed  at  the  time  of  his  statement  to  you, 
that  totiil  insensibility  could  be  produced  t 

(Objected  to,  as  the  impressions  of  witness      J.  P   P.) 

Answer  No;  I  did  not  so  understand  it.  I  thought  Dr.  Jackson  meant  to  tell  Dr.  Mor- 
ton what  every  man  of  science  or  liberal  education  knew,  that  etht-r  had  some  efifect.  I 
understood  him  as  merely  intending  to  ask  Dr.  Morton  why  he  did  not  try  ether,  as  the 
best  thing  for  the  purpose  which  he  knew  of,  and  likely  to  have  more  effect  than  air. 

f  On  the  contrary,  be  carefully  and  absolutely  avoided  all  connexion  with,  and  denied 
all  respouKibility  for,  the  issue  of  the  experiment  until  repeated  public  trials  had  proved 
it  succestiful.  'I  ho  following  extract,  from  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Warren,  is  conclusive  of 
this  fact  Dr.  Jackuon's  claim,  as  he  is  proved  to  have  made  it  after  its  first  success,  was 
merely  that  he  **  suggeslid"  it,  leaving  the  **whoU  refponttbUity"  on  Dr.  Morton: 

**42d.  Do  you  recollect  a  conver&ition  between  yourself,  Dr.  Gould,  and  Dr.  C.  T.  Jack- 
son, xespticting  thi^  discovery,  about  the  time  of  the  operations  of  November  7  ?  When 
was  this  f 

*' Answer.  I  recollect  it  perfectly  well ;  it  took  place  at  a  meeting  of  the  Thursday 
Evening  Club,  at  my  house,  about  the  time  of  the  introduction  of  ether  as  an  anaesthetic. 
Dr.  Gould  and  myself  were  engaged  in  oon? ersation  on  the  subject^^^j^e  recent  surgical 
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find  to  be  th^  questions  in  issue,  and  which  have  been,  from  the  first  claim  made 
by  Dr.  Jackson,  in  issue  This  erroneous  statement  somewhat  weakens  the 
credit  of  the  paper  for  accuracy,  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  only  in  so  far  as  it  mis- 
led the  distinguished  apostle  of  science  in  a  foreign  land  to  whom  it  was  directed. 
Dr.  Jackson's  first  claim  to  the  discovery,  which  appears  on  paper,  is  in  a 
letter  addressed  to  M.  Elie  de  Beaumont,  dated  Boston,  November  13,  1846, 
which  was  opened  and  read  to  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  at  Paris,  at 
their  meeting,  January  18,  1847.     It  is  thus  introduced: 

**  M.  Elie  de  Beaumont  requested  the  opening  of  a  sealed  packet  which  had  been 
deposited  at  the  meeting  of  the  28th  of  December,  1846,  and  which  contained 
two  letters  from  Mr.  Jackson,  of  which  the  following  are  extracts.    First  letter : 

"  *  Boston,  November  13,  1846. 
"  *  I  request  permission  to  communicate  through  your  medium  to  the  Academy 
of  Sciences  a  discovery  which  I  have  made,  and  which  I  believe  important  for 
the  relief  of  suffering  humanity,  as  well  as  of  great  value  to  the  surgical  profes- 
sion. Five  or  six  years  ago  I  noticed  the  peculiar  state  of  insensibility  into 
which  the  nervous  system  is  thrown  by  the  inhalation  of  the  vapor  of  pure  sul- 
phuric ether,  which  I  respired  abundantly ;  first,  by  way  of  experiment,  and 
afterwards  when  I  had  a  severe  catarrh,  caused  by  the  inhalation  of  chlorine 
gas.  I  have  latterly  made  a  useful  application  of  this  fact,  by  persuading  a  den- 
tist of  this  city  to  administer  the  vapor  of  ether  to  his  patients,  when  about  to 
undergo  the  operation  of  extraction  of  teeth.  It  was  observed  that  persons  suf- 
fered no  pain  in  the  operation,  and  that  no  inconvenience  resulted  from  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  vapor.' " 

In  a  second  letter,  of  December  1,  1846,  Dr.  Jackson  authorizes  the  opening 
of  the  above  letter.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  it,  and  the  explanatory 
remarks  of  M.  Velpeau: 

'*  December  1,  1846. 

"  The  advantage  of  the  appreciation  of  the  vapor  of  ether  has  been  completely 
established  in  this  country,  and  the  agent  has  been  used  with  great  success  at 
the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital." 

On  this  point  M.  Velpeau  made  the  following  remarks  : 

"  The  secret  contained  in  the  note  which  has  been  read  is  no  longer  a  secret. 
The  medical  journals  published  in  America  and  England  have  divulged  it  in  the 
months  of  November  and  December.     A  letter  from  Dr.  Warren,  of  Boston, 

operatioDS  for  anaestheftia  While  we  were  conversing  Dr.  Jackson  approached,  on  which 
Dr  Gould  said,  'There  is  Dr.  Jackson ;  he  knows  raore  about  it  thau  I  do.'  Whereon,  I 
turned  to  Dr.  Jackson,  and  asked  him  what  he  knew  about  the  use  of  ether  as  an  anses^ 
thetic.  *  Oh/  paid  he,  *  I  was  the  person  who  suggested  the  use  of  it  to  Morton  ;'  and  be 
added,  either  then  or  afterwards,  *I  advised  him  to  go  to  you  and  get  you  to  do  some 
surgical  operations  with  it,  otherwise  he  might  kill  somebody,  and  then  he  would  have  the 
whole  responsibility,'  or  words  to  that  effect.     This  is  all  I  recollect  of  that  con  venation. 

**  43d.  By  '  afterwards,'  do  you  mean  the  same  evening  or  a  future  time? 

*^  Answer.  A  future  time.     I  could  not  say  whether  it  was  that  evening  or  subsequently. 

*'  44th.  Was  this  or  not  the  first  communication  you  had  had  with  Dr.  C.  T.  Jackaon  on 
the  subject  of  ether  or  any  ansesthetic  agent  ? 

*'  Answer.  It  was  the  first. 

"5lBt.  Before  this  conversation  with  Dr.  Gould  and  Dr.  Jackson  to  which  you  have 
refened.  had  you  any  suppicicn  that  Dr.  Jackson  had  any  part  in  this  discovery,  or  any 
particular  interest  in  it  ?     (Objected  to.  as  inquiring  of  the  suspicion  of  witness  ) 

•*  Answer    I  had  not. 

*'  52d  Before  this  conversation  with  Dr  Gould,  at  your  house,  to  which  you  have  refer- 
red, had  you  or  not,  in  any  way,  associated  Dr  Jackson's  name  with  this  discovery  or 
these  experiments  ? 

••Answer.  Not  that  I  recollect. "  ^  j 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


DR.    WM.   T.    G.   MOBTON.  IST 

communicated  the  information  to  me  more  than  one  month  ago ;  and  Dr.  Willis  • 
Fisher,  of  the  same  city,  proposed  that  I  should  try  its  effects  at  La  Charity 
towards  the  middle  of  last  December." 

The  present  object  of  quoting  these  letters  is  to  show  the  account  which  Dr. 
Jackson  then  gave  of  his  experiment  in  1841-'42.     It,  in  truth,  goes  no  further* 
than  prior  experiments  had  made  familiar  to  the  medical  faculty.     The  Edin- 
burgh Medical  Journal  of  April  1,  1847,  speaking  of  it,  says: 

"  In  the  administration  of  ether  vapor  there  is  therefore  nothing  new.  Its- 
narcotic  and  anodyne  effects  have  been  long  well  known  to  experienced  and 
well-informed  observers.  The  application  of  ether  vapor,  nevertheless,  as  an 
anodyne,  previous  to  surgical  operations,  suggested  a  mode  of  exhibition  which, 
besides  being  new,  has  the  merit  of  being  more  efficient  than  the  methods  in 
ordinary  cases." 

Dr.  Jackson's  trial,  in  1841-*42,  as  stated  by  him  in  the  above  letter,  was  a 
mere  application  of  its  well-known  narcotic  and  anodyne  properties.  In  a  paper 
published  by  Dr.  Jackson  in  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  of  March  1,  1847,  he 
adds  to  the  statement  in  his  letter  to  M.  Elie  de  Beaumont  but  one  distinct  fact — 
relief  from  the  pain  of  his  catarrh  during  the  effect  of  the  inhalation  of  the  vapor 
of  sulphuric  ether,  and  its  return  presently  afterwards.  The  same  fact  is  stated 
as  having  occurred  in  Dr.  Thornton's  practice,  first  published  in  1795-'96. 

In  a  letter  written  by  Dr.  Jackson  to  Dr.  Martin  Gay,  dated  May  1,  1847, 
he  professes  to  give  an  account  of  his  "  experiments  and  observations  made  sev- 
eral years  ago  on  the  inhalation  of  the  vapor  of  pure  sulphuric  ether."  He 
states  his  experiments  as  follows  :    The  first : 

'*  I  moistened  a  cloth  and  laid  it  over  my  mouth  and  nostrils,  and  laid  myself 
back  in  a  rocking-chair,  and  inhaled  the  vapor,  noticing  its  effects  upon  the  sys- 
tem. The  first  impression  was  that  of  coolness,  then  a  sensation  of  warmth 
and  exhilaration,  with  a  singular  feeling  of  excitement  in  the  chest.  This  was 
followed  by  a  loss  of  consciousness,  from  which  I  in  a  short  time  awoke.  Soon 
afterwards  I  entirely  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  ether." 

The  second : 

•*  Afterwards,  still  suffering  from  the  effects  of  the  chlorine,  I  thought  I  would; 
try  the  ether  vapor  again,  and  for  a  longer  time.  I  went,  therefore,  into  my 
office,  which  is  connected  with  my  house,  and  taking  the  bottle  of  pure  sulphuric 
ether  from  the  laboratory,  I  soaked  a  folded  cloth  in  it,  squeezed  it  out  slightly,. 
and  seating  myself  in  a  rocking-chair,  with  my  feet  resting  upon  another  chair, 
I  commenced  inhaling  the  ether  from  the  cloth,  which  was  placed  over  my 
mouth  and  nostrils,  while  my  head  was  laid  back  against  my  chair,  so  that  L 
was  quite  at  ease  in  a  fixed  position.  The  effects  of  the  inhalation  were  as  be- 
fore described,  excepting  that  it  made  me  cough  at  first.  I  was  therefore  led  to- 
believe  that  the  paralysis  of  the  nerves  of  sensation  would  be  so  great  during 
the  continuance  of  the  insensibility  that  a  surgical  operation  might  be  performed 
upon  a  patient  under  its  influence  without  giving  him  any  pain,  for  the  loss  of 
consciousness  was  remarkable,  perhaps  resembling  that  of  epilepsy  more  thaa 
any  other  kind  of  insensibility." 

On  the  18th  of  May,  1848,  something  more  than  a  year  afterwards,  the  con- 
test about  the  discovery  all  the  time  going  sharply  on,  and  new  facts  daily 
developing  themselves  in  the  use  and  effects  of  sulphuric  ether,  Dr.  Jackson 
addressed  a  letter  to  Joseph  Hale  Abbott,  esq.,  giving,  as  he  says,  "  a  more 
minute  statement  than  I  have  heretofore  published  of  the  effects  produced  upon 
me  by  sulphuric  ether  when  I  inhaled  it  for  relief  from  the  distress  occasioned 
by  the  inhalation  of  chlorine  in  the  winter  of  1841-'4?,  and  also  a  statement  of 
the  precise  ground,  which  I  have  never  published,  of  the  idea  then  conceived 
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by  me  that  pure  sulphuric  ether  could  be  used  with  safety  and  success  to  pre- 
vent pain  in  surgical  operations. 

"  I  will  add  that  in  my  published  letter  to  Dr.  Gay  I  neglected,  through 
inadvertence,  to  state  one  of  my  principal  reasons,  which,  as  will  be  seen  by 
this  pamphlet,  I  had  mentioned  to  him  in  conversation,  for  the  inference  I  drew 
€rom  my  observations.  The  experiment  referred  to  above,  in  the  course  of 
which  I  observed  that  sulphuric  ether  produced  insensibility  to  pain,  was  as 
follows :  Having  taken  a  bottle  of  pure  sulphuric  ether  from  my  laboratory, 
I  went  into  my  office,  soaked  a  folded  cloth  with  it,  squeezed  it  out  slightly, 
and  seated  myself  in  a  rocking-chair.  Having  laid  my  head  back  against  the 
rocking-chair,  with  my  feet  supported  by  another,  so  as  to  give  me  a  fixed  po- 
sition, I  placed  the  cloth  over  my  mouth  and  nostrils,  and  commenced  inhaling 
the  ether.  The  effects  perceived  by  me  were  at  first  a  little  coughing,  a  sensa- 
tion of  coldness,  then  warmth  and  fullness  of  the  head  and  chest,  exhilaration 
and  giddiness,  numbness  and  want  of  feeling  in  the  feet  and  legs,  a  swimming 
sensation,  as  if  I  had  been  afloat  in  the  air,  together  with  a  loss  of  all  feeling  of 
the  rocking-chair  in  which  I  was  seated,  loss  of  all  sensation  of  pain  in  the 
throat  and  chest,  a  state  of  reverie,  and  soon  entire  unconsciousness,  for  a  space 
of  time  unknown  to  me.  Recovering,  I  felt  a  sense  of  giddiness,  bat  with  no 
desire  to  move;  found  the  cloth  I  had  moistened  with  ether  had  dropped  from 
my  mouth ;  had  no  feeling  of  pain  in  the  throat  and  chest,  but  began  to  feel  a 
strange  thrilling  in  the  body.  In  a  short  time  I  felt  the  soreness  in  the  throat 
gradually  returning,  and  the  distress  in  the  chest  also,  though  much  less  than  it 
*  had  been  before.  From  the  cessation  of  all  pain,  and  the  loss  of  all  feeling  of 
external  objects,  a  little  while  before  and  after  the  loss  of  entire  consciousness, 
I  was  led  to  infer  that  the  paralysis  of  the  nerves  of  sensation  would  be  so 
great  during  the  continuance  of  the  unconsciousness  and  the  total  loss  of  feeling 
that  a  surgical  operation  could  be  perfoimed  upon  a  patient  under  the  influence 
of  ether  without  giving  him  any  pain,  and  therefore  I  prescribed  it  with  entire 
confidence  in  the  result." 

Next  follows,  on  the  18th  of  December,  1851,  the  narrative  to  Baron  Von 
Humboldt,  above  set  forth,  but  to  which  your  committee  think  proper  to  refer 
ragain  specially  in  this  connexion.  After  stating  the  accident^d  inhalation  of 
•.chlorine  gas,  and  the  means  used  to  destroy  its  effects,  he  says :  "  The  next 
morning  my  throat  was  severely  inflamed,  and  very  painful,  and  I  perceived  a 
distinct  flavor  of  chlorine  in  my  breath,  and  my  lungs  were  still  much  oppressed. 
J  determined,  therefore,  to  make  a  thorough  trial  of  the  ether  vapor,  and  for  that 
purpose  went  into  my  laboratory,  which  adjoins  my  house  in  Somerset  street, 
.4nd  made  the  experiment  from  which  the  discovery  of  ansesthesia  was  induced. 
I  had  a  large  supply  of  perfectly  pure  washed  sulphuric  ether,  which  was  pre- 
'  pared  in  the  laboratory  of  my  friend,  Mr.  John  H.  Blake,  of  Boston.  I  took 
.  a  bottle  of  that  ether  and  a  folded  towel,  and  seating  myself  in  a  rocking-chair, 
.and  placing  my  feet  in  another  chair,  so  as  to  secure  a  fixed  position  as  1  re- 
iclined  backward  in  the  one  in  which  I  was  seated.  Soaking  the  towel  in  the 
«ther,  I  placed  it  over  my  nose  and  mouth,  so  as  to  inhale  the  ether  mixed  with 
the  air,  and  began  to  inhale  the  vapor  deeply  into  my  lungs.  At  first  the  ether 
made  me  cough,  but  soon  that  irritability  ceased,  and  I  noticed  a  sense  of  cool- 
ness, followed  by  warmth ;  fullness  of  the  head  and  chest,  with  giddiness  and 
exhilaration ;  numbness  of  the  feet  and  legs  followed ;  a  swimming  or  floating 
sensation,  as  if  afloat  in  the  air.  This  was  accompanied  with  entire  lo9t  of 
feelings  even  of  contact  with  the  chair  in  which  I  was  seated.  I  noticed  that  all 
pain  had  ceased  in  my  throaty  and  the  sensations  which  I  had  were  of  the  most 
agreeable  kind.  Much  pleased  and  excited,  I  continued  the  inhalation  of  the 
ether  vapor,  and  soon  fell  into  a  dreamy  state,  and  then  became  unconscious  of 
all  surrounding  things.  I  know  not  how  long  I  remained  in  that  state,  but  sup- 
pose that  it  could  not  be  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  judging  from  the  degree  of 
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diynesB  of  the  cloth,  which  during  this  state  of  unconsciousness  had  fallen  from 
mj  mouth  and  nose,  and  lay  upon  my  breast.  As  I  became  conscious,  I  ob- 
served still  there  was  no  feeling  of  pain  in  my  throat,  and  my  limbs  were  stiU 
deeply  benumbed,  as  if  the  nerves  of  sensation  were  Jidly  paralyzed,  A  strange 
thrilling  now  began  to  be  felt  along  the  spine,  but  it  was  not  in  any  way  disa- 
greeable. Little  by  little  sensation  began  to  manifest  itself,  first  in  the  throat 
and  body,  and  gradually  extended  to  the  extremities;  but  it  was  some  time 
before  full  sensation  returned,  and  my  throat  became  really  painful. 

"Reflecting  upon  these  phenomena,  the  idea  flashed  into  my  mind  that  /  had 
made  the  discovery  I  had  so  long  a  time  been  in  quest  of— 9^  means  of  render- 
ing the  nerves  of  sensation  temporarily  insensible  to  pain,  so  as  to  admit  of  the 
performance  of  a  surgical  operation  on  an  individual  without  his  suffering  pain 
therefrom." 

These  statements  would  have  been  entitled  to  much  more  weight,  in  the  esti- 
mation of  your  committee,  if  all  the  facts  alleged  to  have  been  observed,  and 
conclusions  drawn,  in  1841-'42,  as  stated  in  the  letter  to  Baron  Von  Humboldt, 
of  December  18,  1851,  had  appeared  in  the  letter  to  Elie  de  Beaumont,  of  No- 
vember 13,  1846,  or  even  in  that  to  Dr.  Gay,  of  May  1,  1847 ;  but  such  is  by 
no  means  the  case.  Each  successive  letter  states  the  case  more  strongly  than 
the  last  preceding,  and  the  facts  superadded  in  the  two  last  letters  are  those 
which  alone  give  novelty  and  importance  to  the  experiment. 

In  closing  his  statement  of  the  last  and  final  experiment  in  1841-*42,  in  the 
part  of  the  letter  of  December  18,  1851,  to  Baron  Von  Humboldt,  last  above  ' 
set  forth,  Pr.  Jackson  says  :  "Reflecting  upon  these  phenomena,  the  idea  flashed 
into  my  mind  that  7  had  made  the  discovery  I  had  for  so  long  a  time  been  in 
quest  qf-—^  means,"  &c.  And  he  goes  on  to  give,  formally  and  in  detail,  the 
scientific  deductions  which  he  says  were  made  at  the  time,  and  which  then  led 
him  to  the  conclusion.  If  that  statement  be  true,  the  discovery  at  that  time,  so 
far  as  private  experiment  and  philosophical  deduction  could  go,  was  as  full  and 
complete  as  it  was  on  the  morning  of  October  1,  1846,  after  Dr.  Morton's  suc- 
cessful operation  on  Eben  Frost. 

Now,  if  Dr.  Jackson,  in  the  winter  of  1841-'42,  did,  in  fact,  make  such  dis- 
covery, and  in  earnestness,  and  in  faith,  and  enthusiasm,  was  possessed  with  it, 
and  with  an  animating  desire  to  give  it,  and  to  give  his  name  with  it,  to  man- 
kind, how  happens  it  that  no  cotemporary  written  paper  or  pen-mark,  under 
the  hand  of  Dr.  Jackson,  or  some  one  of  his  numerous  friends  or  pupils,  re- 
mains to  attest  the  discovery  ?  No  private  memorandum  of  his  own,  detailing 
his  experiments  and  his  scientific  deductions  from  them ;  nothing,  in  case  of 
sudden  death,  to  connect  his  name  with  the  discovery,  and  secure  the  discovery 
itself  to  the  world.* 

o  On  the  contrary  in  his  cotempuraoeous  letters  to  his  correspoDdents  abroad,  down  to  the 
day  before  the  operation  at  the  hospital,  he  dues  not  meDtion  the  subject. 

On  the  5M  day  of  OcU^her^  1846,  (that  is,  the  very  day  before  the  operation  at  the  hos- 
pital, and  fifteen  days  after  Morton  had  made  his  discovery,)  Dr.  Jackson  wrote  a  letter  to 
his  friend  und  fellow  geologist,  Mr.  Josiah  D  Wnitney,  in  which  he  gives  him  ail  the  news 
of  the  day,  speaks  of  a  microficope,  of  the  Lal(e  (Superior  copper  mines,  the  meeting  of  the 
Association  of  American  Qeologists  and  .Naturaiists,  and  what  papers  were  read  before  it, 
and  even  goes  so  far  into  minute  and  goss-ipy  details  as  to  write  :  **My  house  is  at  last  com- 
pleted, and  so  is  the  big  Howarl  Athenasum,  a  brick  and  8t(>ne  edifice  of  Gothic  order 
What  a  style  for  a  theatre  !  Is  it  not  ready  for  converting  into  a  church?  It  is  a  hand- 
some house,  but  there  are  now  five  theatres  in  Biston.  What  next?  My  family  are  all 
well,  and  now  at  home.  The  Plymouth  life  did  tbem  good.  I  have  a  fine  lot  of  students," 
&c.,  &c.  And  yet  not  one  word  is  said  in  the  letter  of  the  momentous  trial  which  was  to 
take  place  on  the  ensuing  day,  and  which  had  been  instituted  "6y  Morion  ot  hit  (Jackaon^t) 
urgent  rtquest."  Not  a  hint  was  dropped  that  he  was  then  possessor  of  a  secret  to  which  the 
information  that  the  "Pittsbargh  Cliff  mines  have  done  very  well,"  or  the  "Lake  Superior 
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The  paper  above  referred  to,  of  November  13, 1846 — written  after  the  disKJOv- 
ery  had  been  in  fact  made,  after  the  first  capital  operation  had  been  successfolly 
performed  under  the  superintendence  of  Dr.  Morton,  and  after  Dr.  Jackson  had 
nearly  made  up  his  mind  to  claim  the  discovery  as  his  own — was  enclosed  to  M. 
Elie  de  Beaumont,  with  directions  to  file  it  in  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences 
of  Paris,  but  not  to  break  the  seal  until  thereto  directed.  This  paper,  its  seal 
and  its  custody,  show  that  Dr.  Jackson  knew  how  to  save  a  secret  and  yet 
preserve  the  e\ddence  of  a  discovery ;  and  it  shows  that  he  was  not  negligent  or 
tardy,  but  hastened  to  take  a  formal  contingent  possession  of  this  discovery  in 
Europe  before  he  witnessed,  even  as  a  spectator,  a  single  operation  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  new  anaesthetic  agent.  It  seems  that  he  had  not  yet  Jully  made 
up  his  mind  to  claim  the  discovery.  He  wanted  fiirther  verification  of  the 
safety  and  efficacy  of  the  anaesthetic  agent  before  he  took  the  decisive  step  of 
announcing  it  as  his  own.  He  therefore  directed  the  letter  making  the  claim  to 
the  discovery  to  be  deposited,  sealed^  in  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  at 
Paris,  not  be  opened  until  he  should  direct. 

The  success  of  the  pain-subduing  £^ent  between  that  day  and  the  first  of 
December,  1846,  removed  all  doubt.  The  discovery  was  established.  It  al- 
ready stood  first  in  rank  in  the  discoveries  of  the  century,  and  fame,  and  honor, 
and  rewards  awaited  the  discoverer.  Dr.  Jackson,  on  that  day  and  under  these 
circumstances,  wrote  the  letter  last  above  copied,  to  M.  Elie  de  Beaumont,  di- 
recting him  to  open  the  sealed  packet,  and  publish  him,  Dr.  Jackson,  to  Europe, 
as  the  discoverer. 

Considering  the  man  and  the  discovery ;  the  inestimable  value  of  the  discov- 
ery ;  the  knowledge  of  the  man,  and  his  capacity  to  appreciate  its  value ;  his 
full  appreciation  of  it  when  satisfied  that  the  discovery  was  in  fact  made,  and 
his  eager  promptitude  in  then  seizing  and  appropriating  it  to  himself,  your  com- 
mittee cannot  believe  it  possible  that  he  should  have  been  for  a  long  time  in 
earnest  pursuit  of  the  discovery ;  that  he  should  have  made  it  and  perfected  it 
in  1841-'42  by  experiment  and  deduction;  that  he  should,  for  nearly  ^yq  years, 
have  been  in  possession  of  it,  and  with  his  full  estimate  of  its  value;  and  yet 
that  he  should  not,  in  its  inception  or  progress,  record  it,  somewhere,  at  some 
time,  on  something  more  fixed  and  reliable  than  mere  frail,  uncertain,  and  muta- 
ble memory. 

He  knew  well,  if  he  thought  on  the  subject  at  all,  that  but  a  thin  veil  sepa- 
rated the  familiar  and  daily  walks  of  the  faculty  from  the  spot  where  lay  his  hid- 
den treasure.  Did  he  not  fear  that  some  one  would  lift  the  veil  ?  He  knew  it 
was  but  a  step,  and  that  a  short  one,  from  what  was  well  known  to  the  discovery 
itself.  Did  he  did  not  fear  that  some  one  would  take  that  step  and  seize  the 
prize  which  he  could  then  so  easily  secure  to  himself  forever  ?  If  he  made  the 
discovery  in  1841-'42,  and  was  not  yet  prepared  to  disclose  it,  there  was  reason 
then  for  placing  in  the  archives  of  some  European  and  some  American  academj 


Company  has  acted  like  the  d — 1,  or  worse,*'  and  the  many  other  items  of  which  his  long 
letter  was  composed,  are  bat  trifles. 

And  yet  that  he  did  consider  it  of  sufficient  importance  to  write  to  him  about,  the  many 
letters  which  he  sent  to  Mr.  Whitney  after  the  pnblic  announcement  fully  confirm.  E%'ery 
letter  sent  to  Mr.  Whitney  in  the  latter  part  of  November,  and  in  December,  is  fall  of  ms- 
.sertions  and  statements  cooceining  this  very  ether  discovery,  which  prove  the  importance 
and  value  which  h  really  attached  to  it.  Is  not  tliis  singular  omission  on  the  part  of  Dr. 
Jackson  to  notify  ne  of  his  most  intimate  friends,  and  the  person,  as  will  lie  seen  by  other 
letters,  in  the  course  of  this  work,  upon  whom  he  relied  to  establish  his  claim,  a  very  fair 
pendant  to  the  letter  written  by  I)r  Wells  to  Morton,  and  copied,  when  speaking  of  the 
Wells  claim  ?  In  one  case  we  have  a  letter  written  on  the  day  b^cre  the  public  trial,  in 
which  no  allusion  is  made  to  it,  or  to  the  distciivery.  In  the  other  case  the  letter  is  written 
four  days  after  it.  Verily,  the  pen  is  mightier  than  the  sword,  and  often  declares  and 
proves  a  truth,  by  unexpected  means,  which  no  fear  of  the  latter  instrument  could  ever 
/orce  a  recognition  of  .-.y.u^-^u  uy  ■ —  ^ ^^..^ 
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a  sealed  paper,  giving  an  account  of  the  facta  observed,  and  the  deductions 
drawn  at  the  time,  that  this  much  at  least  might  be  beyond  the  reach  of  rivaby 
and  chance.  But  was  there  any  just  reason  for  this  when  he  committed  the 
sealed  letter  above  referred  to  to  M.  Elie  de  Beaumont  1  The  discovery  was 
public  and  in  public  use  in  Boston  for  more  than  a  month  before  that  letter  was 
written  and  sealed.  The  packet  ship  that  carried  that  letter  bore  also  the  news 
of  the  discovery  to  Europe.  What  secret  did  this  paper  contain,  that  it  must  be 
kept  under  seal  until  the  next  arrival  from  America  ?  Nothing,  surely,  which 
was  not  public  in  Boston  when  the  packet  sailed ;  public  also,  of  course,  on 
board  of  tlie  ship,  and  which  must  be  public  over  all  Europe  within  twenty-four 
hours  after  she  should  touch  the  Liverpool  docks. 

The  sealed  letter  contained  but  one  single  secret  not  known  over  the  European 
and  American  world,  before  it  reached  the  hands  of  M.  Elie  de  Beaumont, 
namely :  that  Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson  claimed  the  discovery  as  his.  And  why  did 
he  not  then  avow  it,  and  proclaim  it,  instead  of  requiring  his  claim  to  remain 
under  the  seal  of  secrecy  till  the  next  arrival  ?  His  letter  of  1st  December 
gives  the  reason.  It  advises  M.  Elie  de  Beaumont  that  the  success  of  the 
newly  discovered  aneesthetic  agent  is  complete,  and  directs  him  to  open,  there- 
fore, the  sealed  packet,  and  disclose  its  contents  to  the  academy.  He  did  so ; 
and  Dr.  Jackson  was  forthwith  in  possession  of  the  discovery  in  Europe. 

Until  the  first  capital  operation  under  the  influence  of  the  vapor  of  ether, 
which  took  place  on  the  7th  of  November,  1846,  Dr.  Jackson  had  evidently  no 
fixed  confidence  in  its  success  as  an  ansesthetic  agent.  Nor  did  this  seem  to 
satisfy  him  fully.  Six  days  after  this  he  sent  his  sealed  statement  to  be 
deposited  in  the  academy  at  Paris,  and  not  until  many  more  successful  opera- 
tions had  been  performed  under  the  superintendence  of  Dr.  Morton,  and  until 
the  last  doubt  of  the  incredulous  was  removed,  did  he  direct  publication  to  be 
made  of  his  claim  to  the  discovery.  It  is  not  to  be  credited  that  he  had  already 
posseifsed  this  discovery  for  five  years,  and  knew  its  value  and  felt  the  enthu- 
siasm of  the  discoverer;  that  he  held  it,  and  believed  in  it,  and  rejoiced  in  it,  for 
five  years ;  and  yet  that  no  word  or  line  was  ever  written  by  him  or  any  one 
of  his  numerous  confidential  friends  to  him,  or  for  him,  until  the  letter  of 
November  13,  1846,  hinting  even  darkly  at  his  possession  of  the  mighty 
prize.  And  the  difficulty  is  greatly  increased  when  these  striking  facts  are 
considered  in  connexion  with  this  letter,  embodying  the  first  written  statement 
of  Dr.  Jackson's  alleged  discovery.  The  accounts  there  given  of  his  alleged 
experiments  in  1841-'42  show  no  new  discovery,  but  a  mere  repetition  of  a 
well-known  prescription  for  its  usual  purpose,  attended  with  effects  also  before 
that  time  well  known.  And  the  medical  journals  from  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  which  returned  with  a  review  of  the  discovery,  show  this  fact,  and 
comprise  all  the  merits  of  the  discovery  in  the  successful  application  of  the 
vapor  of  sulphuric  ether  as  an  anaesthetic  agent  in  an  actual  surgical  operation. 
These  journals^  with  this  criticism  and  judgment,  had  heen  in  the  hands  of  the 
American  public  mare  than  a  month  before  Dr.  Jackson  published  his  amended 
and  extended  statement  of  March  1,  1847,  and  more  than  three  years  before 
his  letter  of  ISth  December,  1851,  to  Baron  Von  Humboldt,  the  statement  in 
which,  if  it  be  believed,  supplies  all  defciencies  except  the  want  of  a  public 
experiment,  or  one,  at  least,  made  in  the  presence  of  witnesses.  But  it  is  strange, 
if  that  statement  be  true,  that  Dr.  Jackson,  from  1841-*42,  to  September  30, 
1846,  never  applied  that  crowning  test ;  that  after  he  professed  to  have  perfected 
the  discovery  by  philosophical  experiment  and  induction,  he  suffered  it  to  sleep 
for  ^\e  years,  during  which  time  he  never  made  another  experiment  of  any 
kind  on  himself  or  on  another  person,  or  even  on  a  domestic  animal;  that,  from 
first  to  last,  he  never  made  an  experiment  of  any  kind  in  the  presence  of 
witnesses.  Indeed,  for  several  years  prior  to  30th  September,  1846,  the  use  of 
sulphuric  ether  appears  to  have  ceased  in  his  laboratory,  for  in  his  letter  to 
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Baron  Von  Humboldt,  giving  his  version  of  the  interview  with  Dr.  Morton  on 
that  day,  he  says : 

"  He  (Morton)  asked  me  to  let  him  take  the  bottle  of  snlphuric  ether  which 
I  had  just  shown  him ;  but  since  it  had  been  standing  in  the  laboratory  for 
SOME  VBARS,  I  feared  it  might  have  become  deteriorated,  I  therefore  advised 
him  to  go  to  Mr.  Burnett,  one  of  our  best  apothecaries,  and  get  some  pure 
sulphuric  ether." 

Dr.  Jackson  evidently  feels  that  the  long  delay,  from  1841-'42  to  1846,  in 
bringing  out  his  alleged  discovery,  and  the  sudden  and  abrupt  manner  in  which 
he  professes  to  have  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  a  man  whom  he  stigmatizes  as  an 
**  ignoramus**  and  a  "quack**  require  explanation;  and  in  his  letter  to  Baron 
Von  Humboldt,  he  gives  the  following  : 

"  It  is  obvious  enough,  to  those  who  know  the  circumstances,  why  I  engaged 
an  ignorant  man  to  introduce  my  discovery.  I  had  already,  before  Mr.  Morton 
came  to  Boston  and  set  up  as  a  dentist,  endeavored  to  engage  more  responsible 
persons  to  make  trial  of  the  ether  in  their  practice,  but  they  declined  doing  so, 
knowing  that  the  medical  and  toxicological  books  declared  it  to  be  a  dangerous 
experiment^  while  I  insisted  that  it  was  not  dangerous.  They  thought  that  in 
their  medical  capacity  they  would  incur  responsibility  for  any  accidents  that 
might  happen  to  the  patients,  and  hence  feared  to  act." 

If  Dr.  Jackson  made,  in  truth,  this  great  discovery  in  the  winter  of  1841-*42, 
and  was  conscious  of  its  truth  and  its  value,  the  above  statement,  in  the  opinion 
of  your  committee,  falls  far  short  of  a  sufficient  explanation  of  the  fact  tliat  he 
so  long  delayed  announcing  it  to  the  world.  According  to  him,  the  discoveiy 
was  complete  as  soon  as  he  awoke  from  the  state  of  unconsciousness  into  which 
he  had  been  brought  by  inhaling  the  ether  vapor.  All  was  complete,  except 
to  bring  it  out  by  an  actual  experiment  in  the  presence  of  the  surgical  faculty — 
as  complete,  as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  as  it  was  on  the  morning  of  the  30th 
of  September,  1846.  Now,  can  it  be  believed  that  during  more  than  four  years 
that  intervened  between  the  time  of  the  alleged  discovery  and  the  public  experi- 
ments of  Dr.  Morton,  no  available  means  offered  themselves  to  Dr.  Jackson  to 
test  it,  and  disclose  it,  and  prove  it  to  the  world?  He  says,  "And  it  is  well 
known  that  the  vapor  of  sulphuric  ether  was  sometimes  inhaled  by  the  young 
men  at  college."  Could  he  not,  after  this  discovery,  have  been  present,  and 
after  leading  the  way  himself  have  induced  some  of  them  to  inhale  it  until  it 
produced  insensibility  1  Gould  he  not  have  himself  inhaled  it  before  his  friends 
and  associates  of  the  hospital,  and  satisfied  them  of  its  safety  by  his  speedy 
recovery,  of  its  complete  suspension  of  all  sensibility  to  pain  by  usual  tests  with 
which  he  was  familiar,  or  even  something  more  decisive,  as  the  actual  cautery 
applied  for  an  instant  to  some  sensitive  part?  Conviction  would  have  followed 
a  simple  and  safe  exhibition  like  this,  ana  his  associates — ^members  of  the  faculty 
of  the  hospital — would  not  have  hesitated  to  further  test  the  discoveiy  by  sur- 

fical  operations.  Indeed,  we  cannot  suppose  that  they  would  have  hesitated  to 
0  so  at  once  on  his  mere  statement  of  the  experiment  upon  himself,  as  given 
to  Baron  Von  Humboldt,  and  his  assurance  that  it  produced  anaesthesia,  and 
was  attended  with  no  injurious  effects.  They  did  not  hesitate  to  grant  it  to  the 
representations  of  Dr.  Morton,  a  young  man  almost  a  stranger  to  the  faculty. 
Dr.  Jackson,  it  seems,  too,  believed  they  would  grant  it  thus  readily,  for  he  says 
he  directed  and  urged  Dr.  Morton  to  go  and  ask  it,  to  which  he  says  Dr.  Mor- 
ton reluctantly  consented ;  and  Dr.  Jackson  gave  him  no  written  paper,  and 
spoke  no  kind  word  in  his  behalf  to  any  of  the  faculty.  With  the  extraordinary 
facilities  for  bringing  out  such  discovery  which  Dr.  Jackson  had  at  his  veiy 
door;  with  his  own  high  scientific  position,  which  enabled  him  fully  to  com- 
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mand  them,  your  committee  cannot  believe  that  he  made  the  discovery  and  was 
compelled  by  a  kind  ef  necessity  so  long  to  withhold  it  from  the  world.  Dr. 
Jackson  shows  no  such  necessity.  Nor  can  your  committee  believe  that  he  had 
the  secret,  and  held  it,  for  any  reason  or  from  any  motive,  a  buried  talent  for 
nearly  five  years ;  that  he  witnessed  from  time  to  time,  during  all  that  long 
period,  the  agony  of  the  human  frame  under  the  tortures  of  the  cautery,  the 
scalpel,  and  the  knife,  and  remained  silent,  while  he  had,  and  knew  he  had, 
sovereign  power  over  pain,  and  could  banish  it  instantly  with  a  breath. 

But  Dr.  Jackson,  in  his  own  conduct  and  bearing  in  reference  to  this  dis- 
covery, and  its  verification  and  presentation  before  the  public,  from  the  30th  of 
September,  1846,  down  to  the  time  that  it  was  fully  established,  proves  that  he 
was  not  and  did  not  believe  himself  to  be  the  discoverer.  Giving  Dr.  Jackson 
the  full  benefit  of  the  favorable  opinion  which  he  entertained  of  Dr.  Morton 
before  he  had  determined  to  become  his  competitor  for  the  honor  of  the  dis- 
covery, (which  appears  by  his  certificate,  namely,  that  he  was  a  young  man  of 
marked  energy  and  intelligence,  and  very  creditable  acquirements  in  such 
branches  of  science  a.*^  pertained  to  his  profession,)  still  it  is  not  within  the  range 
of  probability  that  Dr.  Jackson,  had  he  possessed  the  discovery,  would  have 
intrusted  him  or  any  one  else  to  test  its  merits  in  the  manner  and  under  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  he  professed  to  have  intrusted  it. 

He  unquestionably  believed  Dr.  ^Morton  ignorant  of  sulphuric  ether,  its  proper- 
ties, and  its  use,  and  supposed  he  had  never  thought  of  its  application  in  the 
manner  proposed.  Surely  he  would  not  select  a  man,  ignorant  of  the  anaesthetic 
agent  itself,  to  perform  the  delicate  operation  of  first  testing  its  efficacy  and 
safety.  He  knew  how  much  depended  on  its  first  exhibition,  and  he  also 
knew  that  it  required  science  and  sKill  to  render  the  experiment  successful,  and 
to  avoid  danger  and  disaster.  Sulphuric  ether  would  produce  insensibility  to 
pain ;  too  little  of  it  would  make  the  experiment  ineffectual  and  expose  the 
operator  to  ridicule ;  too  much,  or  the  proper  quantity  unskilfully  administered, 
would  produce  asphyxia,  perhaps  death.  Under  these  circumstances,  Dr.  Jack- 
son could  not  have  trustea  a  young  man  without  medical  knowledge,  and  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  sulphuric  ether  or  its  effects,  to  conduct  his  first  great 
experiment,  and  he  himself  think  it  not  worth  his  while  to  be  present.  But, 
according  to  his  own  statement,  he  gave  to  Dr.  Morton  no  sufficient  instruction 
correspondent  with  the  mighty  mission  on  which  he  was  sent.  He  gave  all  the 
instruction  which  he  saw  fit  to  give  in  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  he  walking,  and  his 
pupil,  according  to  his  last  statement,  capering  about  the  laboratory.  He  des- 
patched him,  however,  on  his  mission  of  mercy  to  banish  pain  from  the  human 
race,  and  he  himself  quietly  took  his  seat  again  in  his  laboratory,  and  troubled 
himself  no  further  about  the  result. 

Dr.  Jackson,  had  he  thought  on  the  subject,  knew  well  that  the  effects  of 
ether  vapor  would  be  different  on  different  persons,  and  even  on  the  same  per- 
son in  different  states  of  the  system.  Had  he  been  about  to  bring  out  his  own 
discovery,  the  crowning  honor  of  his  life,  he  would  not  only  have  attended  in 
person  to  the  skilfril  administration  of  the  aniesthetic  agent,  but  he  would  have 
been  especially  careful  in  the  selection  of  a  subject.  On  the  contrary,  if  this 
was  his  experiment,  he  directed  its  trial  on  the  worst  subject  conceivable — a 
nervous  and  refractory  patient  who  refused  to  submit  to  an  operation.  That 
was  what  Dr.  Morton  professed  to  have  on  hand,  and  in  reference  to  which 
Dr.  Jackson  says  he  disclosed  his  discovery  and  gave  directions  for  its  applica- 
tion. The  first  operation  was  really  performed  on  a  fortunate  subject,  such  a 
one  as  Dr.  Jackson  might  well  have  selected ;  but  he  knew  nothing  of  this,  or 
of  anything  other  and  further  than  the  refractory  patient.  But  Dr.  Morton  re- 
turned to  Dr.  Jackson's  laboratory  the  next  day,  and  reported  the  success  of  the 
experiment.  Dr.  Jackson,  according  to  the  testimony  of  Barnes,  one  of  his 
witnesses,  is  quite  unmoved,  and  expresses  no  surprise,  but  advises,  and,  as  Dr. 
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Jackson  himself  says,  urged  Dr.  Morton  to  go  to  Dr.  Warren  and  get  his  permis- 
sion to  try  it  in  a  capital  case  at  the  hospital.  Now,  if  Dr.  Jackson  were  really  the 
discoverer,  and  had  employed  Dr.  Morton  to  make  the  experiment ybr  him,  and 
as  his  agent,  why  did  he  send  him,  or  advise  or  urge  him,  to  go  to  the  hospital 
at  all  ?  He  refused  him  a  written  certificate  that  the  anaesthetic  agent  which  he 
used  was  harmless,  hecause,  as  his  former  counsel,  the  Messrs.  Lords,  said  for 
him,  of  an  "  unwillingness  to  figure  in  Morton's  advertisements,  and  hi*  pru- 
dence in  refusing  to  make  himself  responsible  for  anything  and  everything 
Morton,  in  his  ignorance,  might  do  with  an  agent  so  liable  to  the  most  danger- 
ous abuse'*  How  came  he,  then,  to  trust  Dr.  Morton  with  this  agent  ?  Why 
did  he  urge  him  to  go  with  it  to  the  hospital  ?  H"  says,  in  his  letter  to  M.  Elie 
de  Beaumont,  that  the  experiments  in  the  hospital  were  his.  He  had  his  anaes- 
thetic agent  tested  there  in  a  capital  expenment.  He  sent  Dr.  Morton  to  Dr. 
Warren  to  ask  its  admission  into  the  hospital,  and  yet  refused  Dr.  Morton  a 
written  certificate  of  the  safety  of  the  agent  hecause  he  would  not  "make  him- 
self responsible,'*  And  who  was  responsihle  ?  We  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  Dr.  Jackson's  claim  to  these  experiments  is  unfounded,  and  his  state- 
ments so  far  untrue,  or  he  was  guilty  of  bad  faith  towards  Dr.  Morton,  and 
especially  towards  the  faculty  of  the  hospital. 

But  the  question  recurs,  why  did  he  urge  Dr.  Morton  to  go  to  the  hospital  at 
all  ?  He  does  not  pretend  to  have  employed  him  as  his  sole  and  only  agent  to 
bring  out  his  discovery.  On  the  contrary,  according  to  the  statement  of  Bamer^, 
his  witness,  Dr.  Jackson,  on  the  1st  of  October,  when  applied  to  by  Dr.  Morton 
to  keep  the  discovery  secret,  replied,  *'  No ;  I  will  have  no  secrets  with  my  pro- 
fessional brethren."  He  was  under  no  obligations  to  Dr.  Morton.  Why  dia  he 
send  him  to  the  hospital  ?  He  had  trusted  Dr.  Morton  in  one  case  only.  If  he 
did  not  think  it  worth  his  while  to  attend  at  the  hospital  himself  and  see  in  per- 
son to  the  administration  of  the  ansBsthetic  agent  in  a  capital  case,  he  might 
have  trusted  it  to  some  one  of  the  learned  surgeons  of  the  hospital,  to  whom  he 
could  in  a  few  minutes'  time  have  communicated  all  the  information  which  he 
gave  to  Dr.  Morton  but  the  day  before.  He  would  then  also  have  been  fn»e 
from  all  responsibility,  which,  though  refused  in  ivriting,  he  ,says  was  assumed 
before  witnesses,  for  what,  in  the  language  of  Dr.  Jackson's  counsel,  **  Morton. 
in  his  ignorance  and  rashness,  might  do  with  an  agent  so  liable  to  tJte  most  dan- 
gerous abused  This  would  have  been  consistent.  If  he  engaged  a  dentit^t  to 
use  his  discovery  when  he  should  extract  a  tooth,  would  he  not  have  engaged  a 
surgeon  to  use  it  when  he  should  amputate  a  limb  ?  For  what  possible  reason, 
if  his  statement  be  true,  could  he  send  the  dentist,  who  was  profoundly  ignorant 
of  his  anajsthetic  agent,  to  administer  it  in  a  capital  surgical  operation  among 
learned  and  skilful  men,  and  at  the  same  time  advise  him  how  to  disguise  it  so 
that  they  might  not  know  what  he  was  using  ?  He  was  determined  to  have  no 
secrets  with  his  professional  brethren,  and  that  he  would  tell  them  all  that  he 
had  told  Dr.  Morton ;  yet  he  put  Dr.  Morton  in  possession  of  a  convenient 
means  of  disguising  the  agent,  and  keeping  secret  the  actual  discovery.  Thi? 
was  consistent  and  right  if  it  were  Dr.  Morton's  discovery,  but  a  self-contradic- 
tion on  the  instant,  almost  in  the  same  breath,  if  it  were  his  own.  It  is  clear  to 
us  that  at  this  time  Dr.  Jackson  did  not  claim  the  discovery,  but  held  himselt 
in  such  position  that  he  might  at  any  moment  assert  an  interest  in,  or  repudiate 
and  condemn  it.  Sometimes  the  experiments  of  Dr.  Morton  were  successfiii. 
and  Dr.  Jackson  spoke  well  of  the  discovery  to  a  few  special  friends,  as  Mr. 
Hitchcock  and  Mr.  Sumner.  Sometimes  the  experiments  were  unfortunate,  a^ 
in  the  case  of  the  boy  supposed  to  be  poisoned,  and  Dr.  Jackson  doubted  the 
success  of  the  discovery,  and  censured  Dr.  Morton,  as  in  his  conversation  with 
Caleb  Eddy,  Francis  Whitman,  and  Dr.  Gould. 

"  On  the  16th  of  October,"  we  repeat  from  the  report,  "  the  first  operation 
was  performed  in  the  hospital,  at  which,  as  we  have  already  shown,  Dr.  Jack- 
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8oa  did  not  attend,  and  at  which  his  name  was  not  known.  The  second  opera- 
tion at  the  hospital  took  place  on  the  17th,  Dr.  Jackson  taking  no  part  in  it  by 
his  presence  or  his  counsel.  Both  operations  were  entirely  successful,  and  both 
conducted  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Morton  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  surgeons  of 
the  hospital.  But  at  this  time  Dr.  Jackson's  confidence  in  Dr.  Morton,  if  he 
ever  did  confide  in  him,  is  wholly  gone.  He  denies,  in  the  conversation  with 
his  neighbor  and  friend,  Caleb  Eddy,  that,  under  the  influence  of  ether,  the 
flesh  of  a  patient  can  be  cut  without  pain ;  says  Morton  *  is  a  reckless  man  for 
using  it  as  he  has ;  the  chance  is  he  will  kill  somebody  yet.*  And  in  the  inter- 
val between  the  30th  of  September  and  about  the  23d  of  October  he  declared 
that  he  did  not  care  what  Morton  did  with  it,  or  how  much  Morton  advertised, 
if  his  own  name  was  not  drawn  in  with  it. 

*'  It  would  seem  that  as  Dr.  Morton  acquired  eclat  by  his  constant  success,  as 
he  continually  and  rapidly  rose  in  the  estimation  of  other  scientific  men,  he  as 
continually  and  as  rapidly  sunk  in  the  estimation  of  Dr.  Jackson.  The  evi- 
dence of  Francis  Whitman  and  Caleb  Eddy  show  that,  prior  and  up  to  the  23d 
of  October,  Dr.  Jacksen  spoke  doubtingly  of  the  effect  of  ether,  and  condemned 
its  use ;  and  there  is  no  proof  whatever  that,  within  that  time,  he  lent  the  slight- 
est countenance  to  Dr.  Morton  to  sustain  the  discovery,  and  all  his  remarks, 
except  those  stated  by  Mr.  Hitchcock  to  have  been  made  to  him  on  the  2d  and 
3d  of  October,  tend  to  create  distrust  and  destroy  confidence  both  in  the  opera- 
tor and  the  agent  used.  His  favorable  mention  of  it  to  Dr.  Keep  occurred 
cLfier  the  26th  of  October,  (the  actual  date  not  fixed,)  and  was  accompanied 
with  a  strong  general  charge  of  ignorance  and  recklessness  against  Morton,  who 
was  then  in  the  full  tide  of  successful  experiment.  This  state  of  facts  is,  in 
the  opinion  of  your  committee,  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  assumption  that 
Dr.  Jackson  was  the  discoverer ;  that  he  had  employed  Dr.  Morton  to  bring 
out  the  discovery;  and  that  the  experiments  of  Morton  were  tried  on  the  respon- 
sibility of  Dr.  Jackson. 

"On  the  30th  of  September  the  first  successful  operation  took  place.  On 
the  1st  of  October  Dr.  Morton  applied  to  R.  H.  Eddy,  agent  for  the  patents,  to 
aid  him  in  procuring  a  patent  for  the  discovery.  Mr.  Eddy  took  the  case  into 
consideration,  and  did  not  see  Dr.  Morton  again  until  the  21st.  In  the  mean 
time.  Dr.  Morton's  experiments  had  been  attended  with  the  most  flattering  success. 
Two  operations  had  been  performed  in  the  hospital  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
the  faculty,  and  the  discovery  had  acquired  a  footing  in  the  medical  world;  and 
prior  to  the  2l8t,  (but  the  precise  day  is  not  stated,)  Dr.  Jackson  had  a  conversa- 
tion with  Mr.  Eddy,  was  informed  of  the  application  of  Dr.  Morton  for  a  patent, 
and  claimed  that  he  had  some  connexion  with  Dr.  Morton  in  making  the  dis- 
covery. He  called  on  Dr.  Morton  on  the  23d,  and  it  was  then  arranged  that  Dr. 
Jackson  was  to  have  $500  for  the  information  he  had  given  Dr.  Morton,  if  ten 
per  cent,  on  the  proceeds  of  the  patent  would  produce  that  amount. 

"  This  arrangement  between  the  parties,  settled  by  and  between  themselves, 
in  a  private  conference,  proved  by  their  subsequent  conversation  with  Mr.  Eddy, 
and  not  now  denied,  shows  conclusively  the  view  that  each  had  of  his  respec- 
tive participation  in  the  discovery.  It  was,  between  them  both,  distinctly  a 
business  transaction — an  affair  of  dollars  and  c(jnts ;  and  clearly  Dr.  Jackson 
called  and  introduced  the  conversation,  not  to  assert  his  rights  to  the  dis- 
covery ;  not  to  inquire  as  to  its  success,  for  of  this  public  report  had  advised  him; 
not  to  give  any  advice  or  caution  as  to  its  further  use,  but  to  claim  a  compen- 
sation in  money  for  the  advice  and  information  he  had  given  to  Dr.  Morton  on 
the  30th  of  September;  and  $500,  if  ten  per  cent,  on  the  proceeds  of  the  patent 
would  produce  it,  was  agreed  upon  as  the  sum  to  be  paid  for  that  information. 
This  conversation  and  agreement  is  entirely  consistent  with  the  view  we  have 
thus  far  taken  of  the  case,  but  it  is  wholly  inexplicable  o%  the  OTpu94>^8PPied 
by  Dr.  Jackson."  ^ 
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This  agreement  being  concluded,  Dr.  Jackson  went  home,  as  he  himself 
admits,  and  charged  Dr.  Morton  $500  on  his  books  for  the  information  which 
he  had  given  him.  This  is  the  first  entry  or  pen-mark  made  by  Dr.  Jackson 
with  regard  to  this  discovery  which  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  your  com- 
mittee. It  is  true  Dr.  Jackson  insists  that  the  arrangement,  in  pursuance  of 
which  the  entry  was  made,  was  obtained  from  him  by  the  falsehood  and  subtlety 
of  Dr.  Morton.  The  assertion  is  easily  made,  but  of  little  value  against  the 
contradictory  statement  of  Dr.  Morton,  and  the  whole  sequence  of  facts  going 
fully  to  sustain  that  statement.  A  written  paper,  signed  by  Dr.  Jackson  on  the 
27th  of  October,  1846,  sustains  the  airangement  resulting  in  the  entry  bv  Dr. 
Jackson;  but  this,  also,  he  attempts  to  invalidate,  on  the  alleged  ground  that  it 
was  altered,  without  his  knowledge  or  consent,  by  Mr.  Eddy,  the  patent  solicitor, 
after  he  had  agreed  to  sign  it,  and  bcfpre  he  signed  it,  and  that  thus  a  false 
paper  was  palmed  upon  him.  This  statement  is  also  wholly  unsupported,  and 
at  variance  with  proof  and  probability.  The  former  committee,  in  speaking  of 
the  conversation  testified  to  by  Mr.  Eddy,  and  the  arrangement  that  Dr.  Morton 
should  pay  Dr.  Jackson  $500,  if  ten  per  cent,  on  the  proceeds  of  sale  would 
amount  to  it,  say: 

"  But  the  representations  and  advice  of  Mr.  Eddy,  the  common  friend  of  the 
parties,  modified  their  arrangement.  He  represented  to  Dr.  Morton  that  Dr. 
Jackson,  from  having  given  him  the  information  and  advice  spoken  of  on  the 
30th  of  September,  was  entitled  to  participate  in  the  patent  as  a  joint  discov- 
erer ;  that  if  he  were  not  joined  in  the  patent,  the  fact  of  his  giving  that 
infonnation  would  be  used  to  impeach  the  patent;  and  that  if  Dr  Jackson  were 
joined  as  a  patentee,  his  name,  and  his  advice  and  assistance,  would  be  useful  in 
bringing  out  the  discovery,  and  giving  it  celebrity.  With  these  aiguments  Dr. 
Morton  was  satisfied,  and  consented  that  Dr.  Jackson  should  be  named  as  a 
joint  discoverer  in  the  patent.  Mr.  Eddy  also  advised  with  Dr.  Jackson,  who 
informed  him  tliat,  *  by  the  laws  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  he 
would  be  prevented  from  joining  with  Dr.  Morton  in  taking  out  a  patent,  as  he 
would  be  expelled  from  the  association  if  he  did  so.  He  further  stated  that  he 
intended  to  make  a  professional  charge  of  $500  for  the  advice  he  had  given 
him,  and  that  Dr.  Morton  had  acceded  to  this;  that  he  did  not  wish  his  name 
coupled  with  Dr.  Morton  in  any  manner;  that  Dr.  Morton  might  take  out  a 
patent,  if  he  desired  to  do  so,  and  do  what  he  pleased  with  it.'  At  a  subse- 
quent interview,  prior  to  the  27th  October,  Mr.  Eddy  urged  Dr.  Jackson  to 
waive  his  objections  to  associating  with  Dr.  Morton,  as  *  1  was  confident  that 
he  was  mistaken  in  his  views  as  to  what  would  be  the  action  of  the  medical 
association ;  that  Dr.  Morton  could  not  properly  take  out  a  patent  without  him ; 
and  that  by  joining  in  the  patent,  he  would,  of  a  certainty,  be  obtaining  credit 
as  a  discoverer;  whereas,  should  he  not  do  so,  he  might  lose  all  credit,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  magnetic  telegraph,  which,  I  understood  from  Dr.  Jackson,  he  had 
suggested  to  Professor  Morse.*  The  objection  as  to  the  medical  society  was 
removed  on  consultation  with  Dr.  Gould.  Dr.  Jackson  consented  to  join  in  the 
patent,  and  it  was  agreed  that  he  should  have  ten  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  for 
his  interest  in  it." 

In  settling  the  question  to  whom  belongs  the  honor  of  the  discovery,  it  is 
unimportant  whether  Dr.  Jackson  did  or  did  not  desire  to  give  it  freely  to  the 
world.  Such  desire,  if  he  had  it,  did  not  make  the  discovery  his ;  and  if  it 
were  not  in  fact  his,  the  desire  is  without  merit.  In  one  point  of  view  only  is 
the  patent  question  and  contest  relevant,  namely :  to  show  what  the  parties 
understood  of  their  several  rights ;  nor  would  we  touch  upon  that,  after  the 
above  examination  of  the  subject  by  the  former  committee  of  the  House,  but  to 
add  to  it  another  item  of  evidence.  After  this  controversy  had  arisen  and  waxed 
warm,  on  the day  of  January,  1847,  Messrs.  Loring  &  Hays,  the  counsel 
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for  Dr.  Jackson,  addressed  a  letter  to  Dr.  Morton,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
extract : 

"  It  seemed  best  that  the  differences  between  Dr.  Jackson  and  yourself  should 
not  be  made  public ;  on  the  contrary,  that  it  should  be  generally  understood  the 
difficulties  were  in  the  course  of  adjustment.  •  •  •  'W'e  have  uniformly 
said,  when  inquired  of,  that  we  were  making  arrangements  that  we  hoped  would 
distribute  the  profits  of  the  discovery  in  such  a  manner  that  would  be  satisfactory 
to  all  parties. 

"  Under  the  present  circumstances  of  the  case,  we  think  the  least  that,  in  justice 
to  yourself  and  Dr.  Jackson,  you  can  offer,  is  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  profits 
arising  from  the  invention,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  in  settlement  of  his  claim 
upon  you.        »••»*••• 

"  It  is  our  wish  to  settle  this  matter  amicably,  if  possible.  We  hope  you  will 
see,  by  our  suggestions,  that  we  wish  only  to  have  a  fair  distribution  of  the 
profits  of  a  discovery  made  among  those  who  cannot,  if  they  disagree,  effectually 
sustain  the  patent,  and  which,  if  sustained,  promises  to  give  to  all  parties  large 
sums  of  money  for  their  united  co-operation^ 

The  proposition  was  rejected  by  Dr.  Morton.  This  transaction  shows  the 
view  that  the  parties  each  entertained,  at  that  time,  of  his  rights  in  the  discovery, 
and  it  does  not,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  place  Dr.  Jackson  in  a  favor- 
able position  to  denounce  the  patent,  in  the  profits  of  which  he  desired  thus  to 
participate,  as  ''  an  irfamous  speculation  on  human  suffering^ 

The  former  committee  proceed  to  say : 

"  Your  committee  do  not  feel  that  on  this  question  of  fact  the  parties  ought 
to  be  bound  by  the  legal  conclusions  of  their  common  friend,  Mr.  Eddy,  or  by 
the  papers  which  they  executed  in  pursuance  of  his  legal  advice.  But  they  do 
consider  the  communications  made  by  them  at  the  time  to  Mr.  Eddy,  the  mutual 
agreement  of  the  parties  between  themselves  as  touching  the  discovery,  and  the 
facts  admitted  by  them  on  the  consultation,  as  matter  of  the  utmost  importance 
and  significance.  A  voluntary  agreement  took  place  between  the  pai'ties  on  that 
day,  of  which  both  must  have  understood  the  full  force  and  effect,  and  to  which 
neither  seems  to  have  been,  or  probably  could  have  been,  impelled  by  advice  or 
counsel.  It  was  that  the  whole  right  to  use  the  discovery  under  the  patent 
should  be  and  was  assigned  to  Dr.  Morton,  he  paying  to  Dr.  Jackson  ten  per 
cent,  on  all  sales  for  licenses. 

"  Your  committee  cannot  here  fail  to  remember  the  unqualified  terms  of  con- 
tempt and  reprobation  in  which  Dr.  Jackson  had,  during  the  preceding  part  of 
the  month,  down  almost  to  the  very  date  of  this  arrangement,  spoken  of  Dr.  Morton 
and  his  alleged  ignorance  and  recklessness  in  the  use  of  this  agent.  They  can- 
not conceive  it  possible,  if  he  felt  himself  to  be  the  true  discoverer,  that  he  would, 
by  solemn  contract,  relinquish  all  power  over  his  discovery,  and  place  it  solely  in 
the  hands  of  a  man  of  whom  he  thought  so  ill.  Dr.  Jackson  indignantly  repels 
the  idea  that  it  was  done  for  the  purpose  of  gain,  and  we  think  it  could  not  be 
the  case,  as  the  pittance  reserved  to  him,  if  he  conceived  himself  the  true  dis- 
coverer, was  despicably  small.  And  how  could  he  hope  to  acquire  fame  by 
abandoning  the  most  important  discovery  of  the  age?— one  which,  if  it  were  his, 
and  if,  under  the  auspices  of  his  reputation,  with  his  skill  and  science,  it  were 
presented  to  the  world,  could  not  fail  to  place  him  on  the  highest  scientific  and 
professional  eminence.  IIow  could  he  hope  to  acquire  fame  by  thus  surrendering 
all  control  over  the  discovery,  and  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  such  a  man  as  he 
had  represented  and  still  represents  Dr.  Morton  to  be. 

"A  careful  examination  of  the  above  detailed  acts  and  conversations  of  the 
parties,  down  to  the  27th  of  October,  about  which  it  would  seem  to  your  com- 
mittee there  could  be  no  doubt,  renders  it  clear,  almost  to  demonstration,  that 
neither  Dr.  Jackson  nor  Dr.  Morton,  nor  any  of  those  who  had  witnessed  or 
aided  in  the  operation,  supposed  that  Dr.  Jackson  was  entitled  to  the  merit  of 
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this  discovery,  or  any  other  merit  than  that  of  having  commnnicated  important 
information  to  Dr.  Morton ;  and  if  we  trace  the  conduct  of  the  parties  rarther, 
this  opinion  is  hut  confirmed. 

**  On  the  7th  of  November  a  capital  operation  was  performed  by  Dr.  Hayward 
in  the  hospital,  the  patient  being  under  the  influence  of  sulphuric  ether,  admin- 
istered bv  Dr.  Morton.  Dr.  Warren,  being  informed  by  Dr.  Jackson  that  he 
suggested  the  use  of  sulphuric  ether  to  Dr.  Morton,  invited  him  to  attend  and 
administer  the  ether.  He  declined,  for  two  reasons :  one  was,  that  he  was 
going  out  of  toum;  the  other,  that  he  could  not  do  so  consistently  with  his 
arrangements  with  Dr.  Morton.  So  the  first  capital  operation,  under  the  influence 
of  ether,  was  successfully  performed.  Dr.  Jackson  not  yet  thinking  fit  to  attend. 
But  in  a  communication  published  in  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  of  March 
1,  1847,  he  says  :  '  I  was  desirous  of  testing  the  ether  in  a  capital  operation, 
and  Dr.  Warren  politely  consented  to  have  the  trial  made;  and  its  results 
proved  entirely  satisfactory,  an  amputation  having  been  performed,  under  the 
influence  of  the  ethereal  vapor,  without  giving  any  pain  to  the  patient.'  It 
strikes  the  mind  with  some  surprise  that  Dr.  Jackson  should  claim  this  opera- 
tion as  an  experiment  made  by  him,  at  his  request,  and  to  satisfy  himself  of 
the  efficacy  of  the  '  ethereal  vapor*  in  a  capital  operation,  when  the  only  con- 
nexion which  he  had  with  the  operation  was  to  decline  attending  it  when  spe- 
cially invited.  Indeed,  so  entirely  did  he  omit  to  inform  himself  on  the  sub- 
ject of  this  experiment,  which  he  declares  to  be  his,  that  in  the  above  com- 
munication he  names  Dr.  Warren  as  the  surgeon  who  perfonned  the  operation, 
which  was,  in  fact,  performed  by  Dr.  Hayward. 

"  Another  surgical  operation  was  performed  at  the  Bromfield  House  on  the 
21st  of  November,  the  ether  again  administered  by  Dr.  Morton.  Dr.  Jackson 
was  then  present  for  the  first  time,  on  invitation,  but  merely  as  a  spectator. 
On  the  2d  of  January,  1847,  an  operation  was  performed  in  the  hospital,  when 
Dr.  Jackson  attended,  and  brought  with  him  a  bag  of  oxygen  gas,  to  relieve 
the  patient  from  asphyxia  in  case  it  should  supervene.  Nothing  of  the  kind 
occurred,  and  the  gas  was  not  used.  This  is  the  first  and  only  act  of  Dr.  Jack- 
son's made  known  to  your  committee  which  implied  that  he  had  any  duty  to 
perform  in  the  administration  of  the  ether,  or  that  he  rested  under  any  respon- 
sibility as  to  its  effects." 

Among  the  papers  not  heretofore  presented,  Dr.  Jackson  has  brought  before 
your  committee  a  letter  of  George  T.  Dexter,  dated  December  19,  1851,  in 
which  the  writer  states  that  Dr.  Jackson  in  the  year  1842  communicated  to  hiuk 
his  discovery  of  sulphuric  ether  as  an  aniesthetic  agent,  and  spoke  of  it  freely^ 
earnestly,  and  confidentially,  as  a  means  of  alleviating  much  human  sufifering 
*  in  surgical  operations ;  that  in  the  winter  of  1842  the  witness  called  oa  Dr.. 
Jackson  in  his  laboratory,  who  told  him  he  continued  his  experiments  with 
sulphuric  ether,  and  that  it  was  likely  to  prove  all  that  he  had  anticipated,  or 
more. 

We  hear  nothing,  however,  from  any  other  quarter  of  continued  expedments 
by  Dr.  Jackson  after  that  of  the  winter  of  1841-'42.  Dr.  Jackson  himself 
does  not  profess  to  have  made  any. 

There  is  also  a  letter  from  D.  J.  Brovme,  who  says  that  in  1845  Dr.  Jackson 
stated  to  him  that  he  had  discovered  in  the  vapor  of  pure  sulphuric  ether  a 
preventive  of  pain  in  surgical  operations,  and  that  he  spoke  of  its  effects  in 
such  operations  with  enthtmasm.  To  both  these  gentlemen  he  made  his  com- 
munications in  confidence,  and  no  written  statement  of  it  appears  from  either  of 
them  until  December,  1851,  four  years  after  the  discovery  was  a  subject  of 
public  contest,  and  not  until  after  the  scientific  papers  had  been  for  nearly  as  long 
filled  with  the  statements  and  evidence  of  the  conflicting  claimants.  Without 
imputing  any  wilful  aberration  from  truth  to  either  of  the  above-named  personsy. 
your  committee  think  it  but  just  to  remark  that  their  evidence,  so  far.  as  correet- 
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nees  of  memory  is  concerned,  is  entitled  to  much  less  weight  than  it  would  have 
been  if  given  while  the  controversy  was  fresh  and  rife,  and  before  foil  publica- 
tion. There  is  certainly  great  danger  that  a  witness  who  has  read  with  feelings 
of  partiality  the  mass  of  evidence  exhibited  in  this  controversy,  and  the  con- 
flicting publications  of  the  parties  and  their  friends,  will,  when  he  attempts  to 
state  a  conversation  relative  to  the  subject,  which  occurred  six  or  nine  years 
ago,  blend  with  his  recollection  of  it  the  statements  and  the  evidence  which 
has  been  four  years  with  it  in  his  mind,  and  thus  cause  the  one  to  be  colored  by 
or  mistaken  for  the  other.  For  reasons  akin  to  this,  the  English  courts  of 
chancery  will  not  permit  a  witness  to  be  examined  in  a  cause  after  publication 
of  the  evidence.  And,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  this  evidence  weighs 
but  as  dust  in  the  balance  against  the  evidence  growing  out  of  the  acts  and 
omissions  of  Dr.  Jackson,  which  your  committee  have  already  considered.  Dr. 
Jackson  may  have  told  these  persons  all  that  he  wrote  to  M.  Elie  de  Beaumont 
on  the  13th  of  November,  1846,  but  even  this  your  committee  think  improbable. 
He  may  have  repeated  in  his  own  person  the  speculations  of  Dr.  Beddoes  and 
Sir  Humphrey  Davy,  connected  with  the  experiments  of  Dr.  Townsend.  Dr. 
Wells  did  this,  and  even  more.  This  knowledge  of  these  speculations  had 
become  the  common  possession  of  the  medical  mind,  a  common  highway,  in 
which  it  was  not  discovery  to  travel.  And  it  involves  no  improbability  to  sup- 
pose that  these  persons  were  mistaken  as  to  the  exact  statement  that  Dr.  Jack- 
son made  them,  and  that  it  is  colored  and  extended  in  their  letters. 

The  last  deposition  of  Dr.  X.  C.  Keep,  laid  before  the  former  committee  of  the 
House  shortly  before  the  coming  in  of  their  report,  shows  what  wild  freaks  feeling 
and  imagination  sometimes  play  with  human  memory.     He  testifies  as  follows : 

"  I  became  associated  in  the  business  and  practice  of  dentistry  with  Dr.  Mor- 
ton on  the  28th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  1846.  On  the  next  day  we  were 
about  to  prepare  an  advertisement  for  publication,  when  Dr.  Augustus  A.  Gould 
called  at  our  rooms.  Being  pressed  with  business,  I  reouested  him  to  write  the 
advertisement,  with  which  request  he  complied.  Af^er  ne  had  written  it,  which 
he  did  at  his  own  house,  he  brought  it  to  me,  and  we  read  it  together.  In  it  the 
discovery  of  etherization,  without  any  suggestion  having  been  made  by  me  to 
that  eflfect,  was  ascribed  in  explicit  terms  to  Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson.  Dr. 
Gould,  pointing  with  his  finger  to  the  words  in  which  this  ascription  was 
expressed,  said  to  me  'That  will  please  Jackson.'  I  then  showed  the  advertise 
ment  to  Dr.  Morton,  and  we  read  it  together.  He  then  exclaimed  with  empha- 
sis, *  That  is  good ;  I  like  that ;  1*11  take  it  to  the  printer.'  Copies  of  the  adver- 
tisement were  made  mider  the  direction  of  Dr.  Morton,  and,  as  I  supposed  at  the 
time,  without  alteration,  and  published  by  his  order  in  three  evening  newspa- 
pers. On  seeing  the  advertisement  in  the  Evening  Traveller,  on  the  evening  of 
the  same  day,  I  was  greatly  surprised  to  find  that  the  words  which  ascribed  the 
ether  discovery  to  Dr.  Jackson  had  been  struck  out.  The  next  morning  I  called 
the  attention  of  Dr.  Morton  to  the  fact,  and  asked  him  why  he  struck  out  those 
words.  He  hesitated,  and  seemed  not  to  know  what  to  say,  when  I  said  to  him: 
'Morton,  why  do  you  quarrel  with  Jackson?  You  injure  yourself  and  injure 
the  cause.'  His  reply  was :  *  I  wouldn't  if  he  would  behave  himself.  The 
credit  of  the  discovery  belongs  to  Dr.  Jackson ;  Jackson  shall  have  the  credit 
of  it;  I  want  to  make  money  out  of  it.' 

"  I  stated  the  foregoing  facts  to  my  family  on  the  aforesaid  evening,  and 
afterwards  to  other  individuals.  I  have  heretofore  declined  voluntarily  testify- 
ing to  them,  but  consider  that  I  have  no  right,  upon  a  call  of  such  a  nature  as 
is  now  made  upon  me,  to  withhold  the  testimony. 

-..  "N.  C.  KEEP. 

♦'Boston,  February  8,  1849."  ^^^  \^*. 

\  ^^iiJ   ^'9'^'^^^  ^y  Google 
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On  this  the  former  committee  remark : 

"When  this  deposition  was  received,  the  chairman  of  jour  committee  showed 
it  to  Dr.  Morton,  who  in  a  few  minutes  brought  to  him  a  bound  book  entitled 
'Miscellaneous  Notes.*  On  the  91st  page  was  a  manuscript  in  the  handwriting 
of  Dr.  A.  A.  Gould,  written  evidently  on  the  outside  sheet  of  a  letter  addressed 
to  Dr.  A.  A.  G.,  and  postmarked  'Washington  citj,  D.  C,  July  9,*  from  all 
which  it  was  most  manifest  that  this  was  the  original  draft  of  the  advertisement 
testified  to  by  Dr.  Keep.  This  paper,  contrasted  with  the  evidence  of  Dr. 
Keep  as  the  contents  of  an  original  draft,  fixes  in  the  minds  of  your  committee 
the  just  value  of  this  species  of  evidence.     The  paper  is  as  follows : 

"*The  subscribers,  having  associated  themselves  in  the  business  of  dental 
surgery,  would  respectfully  invite  their  friends  to  call  on  them  at  their  rooms, 
No.  19  Tremont  Row.  They  confidently  believe  that  the  increased  facilities  which 
their  united  experience  will  afifbrd  them  of  performing  operations  with  elegance 
and  despatch,  and  the  additional  advantage  of  having  them  performed  without 
pain,  by  the  use  of  the  fluid  recently  invented  by  Doctors  Jackson  and  Morton, 
will  not  only  meet  the  wishes  of  their  former  patients,  but  secure  to  them  addi- 
tional patronage.' " 

Your  committee  also  examined  the  original  paper,  which  is  the  subject  of  the 
above  deposition,  and  are  satisfied  that  it  has  never  been  altered  by  erasure  or 
interlineation  since  it  came  from  the  hands  of  Dr.  Gould.  The  entire  narrative, 
therefore,  of  Dr.  Keep  that  the  paper  originally  conceded  the  whole  merit  of  the 
discovery  to  Dr.  Jackson,  the  conversation  relating  to  that^  the  alteration  by 
Dr.  Morton  before  publication,  the  reproof  g^ven  him  by  the  witness,  and  Dr. 
Morton's  reply,  still  insisting  that  the  credit  was  due  to  Dr.  Jackson,  and  that 
he  should  have  it,  is  all  shown  to  be  false  from  beginning  to  end — the  mere  crea- 
tion of  an  excited  imagination — not  an  error  in  regard  to  the  force  of  term?,  jw 
is  probably  the  case  in  the  two  depositions  considered  above,  but  a  statement 
which,  by  a  fortunate  reference  made  in  it  to  a  written  paper,  is  proved  to  have 
no  foundation  whatsoever  in  tnith. 

Your  committee  cannot  better  present  their  views  of  the  mass  of  evidence 
filed  before  the  former  committee  of  the  House  than  by  here  embodying  in  its 
connexion  so  much  of  their  report  as  relates  to  it.     They  say  : 

"The  testimony  of  Don  P.  Wilson  and  J.  E.  Hunt,  who  were  assistants  in 
Dr.  Morton's  shop  for  a  few  months,  commencing  in  November,  1846,  ia  adduced 
to  impeach  the  evidence  of  Leavitt,  Spear,  and  Hayden,  by  their  alleged  declara- 
tions, and  the  title  of  Dr.  Morton  to  the  discovery,  by  his  declarations.  This 
is  a  species  of  testimony  against  which  the  books  on  evidence  especially  put  us 
on  our  guard.  It  is  a  sweeping  kind  of  evidence  which  covers  everything,  and 
if  the  imputed  conversation  be  private^  or  if  it  be  general,  (as  he  *  often  said,' 
or  'always  said,*)  it  is  often  difficult  to  subject  the  evidence  to  the  ordinary 
tests  of  surrounding  circumstances  and  inherent  probability,  so  as  to  fix  its  value. 
There  is  enough,  however,  in  these  depositions  to  show  that  they  are  of  but  little 
weight.  It  is  to  be  remembered,  in  the  first  place,  that  they  are  in  direct  con- 
tradiction to  the  testimony  of  Whitman,  Spear,  T^eavitt,  and  Hayden,  and  they 
contradict  by  strong  implication  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Metcalf  and  Mr.  Wight- 
man,  the  character  of  all  and  each  of  whom  is  most  satisfactorily  vouched.  The 
testimony  of  these  two  witnesses  cannot  be  true,  unless  the  first  four  above 
named  entered  into  a  conspiracy  to  carry  a  point  by  perjury;  but,  as  ^to  tliem, 
we  have  examined  their  evidence — we  have  tested  it  by  its  agreement  witli  sur- 
rounding circumstances — and  we  are  satisfied  of  its  truth. 

"  This  of  itself  would  be  enough  to  dispose  of  the  testimony  of  Wilson  and 
Hunt ;  but  it  is  propor  to  look  at  the  inherent  character  of  their  evidence. 

"  Wilson,  in  the  commencement  of  his  deposition,  swears,  by  way  of  recital, 
that  Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson  was  the  discoverer  of  the  application  of  ether  to 
produce  insensibility  to  pain  in  surgical  operations ;  and|^  among  ^ther^  things, 
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he  Bays,  •  Morton  Jirst  claimed  the  discovery  to  he  his  own^  in  February,  1847. 
To  say  nothing  of  the  looseness  and  total  want  of  caution  with  which  the  fact  of  the 
discovery  is  stated — a  fact  of  which  Mr.  Wilson  certainly  had  no  knowledge 
whatever — ^he  testifies  directly  against  the  recorded  fact  in  the  second  particu- 
lar, for  Dr.  Morton  did  claim  the  discoveiy  as  early  as  September  30,  1846, 
and  his  claim  was  given  to  the  world  the  next  day  in  the  public  prints.  His 
claim,  and  his  alone,  was  known  to  the  surgeons  of  the  hospital  during  the  month 
of  October,  and  his  public  circulars  and  the  numerous  answers  to  them,  which 
he  has  exhibited  to  the  committee,  show  that  during  all  that  time,  and  at  all 
times,  he  claimed  the  discovery  publicly  and  to  the  world  as  his  own.  The 
witness  goes  on  to  say :  *  In  the  administration  of  the  ether  I  was  guided  by, 
and  solely  relied  upon,  the  advice  and  assurances  of  Dr.  Jackson,  received 
through  Morton.  We  never  dared  to  follow  Morton's  oum  directions — ^and  adds 
that,  if  they  had,  the  conseauences  would  probably  have  been  fatal,  and  ether- 
ization a  failure.  And  further,  that  he  never  knew  Morton  '  to  ajpply  it  to  a 
patient  in  the  office.  This  was  from  a  most  apparent  fear  and  shunning  of 
responsibility.' 

"  Now,  as  to  the  advice  and  assurances  of  Dr.  Jackson,  alleged  to  have  been 
received  from  time  to  time  through  Dr.  Morton,  we  have  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  any  such  repeated  intercourse  and  communication  took  place  during  that 
time,  and  we  have  no  evidence  of  the  actual  fact  of  any  such  meeting  and  in- 
structions. On  the  contrary,  there  is  evidence  of  unkind  feelings  existing  on 
Dr.  Jackson's  part  towards  Dr.  Morton ;  and,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
the  testimony  of  Dr.  Keep  indirectly  contradicts  the  testimony  of  Wilson  on 
that  point,  and  directly  upon  each  of  the  other  points  last  named.  Dr.  Keep's 
object,  and  the  tendency  of  his  evidence,  is  to  depreciate  Dr.  Morton  ;  but  for 
faults  the  very  reverse  of  those  with  which  he  is  charged  by  Wilson,  namely, 
a  *  rash  recklessness,*  instead  of  *  a  most  manifest  fear  of  responsibility*  in 
administering  the  ether;  and  he  evidently  is  impressed  with  the  belief,  and 
designs  to  let  it  be  known,  that  the  success  of  etherization  depended  upon  his 
skill  and  prudence.  He  says,  *  it  was  his  (  Morton* s)  practice  during  that  time 
to  administer  the  ether  without  any  adequate  provision  for  the  admission  of  at- 
mospheric air ;  and  whenever  operations  were  performed  by  other  persons  in  the 
office,  and  under  his  supervision,  he  directed  the  application  in  the  same  way, 
in  consequence  of  which  many  of  the  operations  were  unsuccessful,  and  great 
distress  and  suffering  were  induced.'  Dr.  Keep  then  states  that  he  made  ample 
provision  for  the  admission  of  atmospheric  air,  and  advised  the  assistants  to  do  the 
same  thing ;  but  *  they  being  influenced  by  his  (Morton's)  directions  and  known 
wishes,  did  not  at  all  times  follow  my  advice.'  Not  a  word  is  said  by  Dr.  Keep 
of  any  advice  or  directions  coming  from  Dr.  Jackson,  which,  if  it  had  actually 
occurred,  must  have  been  known  to  him,  and  would  have  formed  an  important 
item  in  the  currect  incidents  of  the  time.  The  evidence  of  these  two  witnesses 
stand  thus :  They  were  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Morton  during  the  same  '  thirty 
days' — Keep,  the  superior,  Wilson,  the  assistant.  Keep  says  Dr.  Morton  was 
in  the  habit  of  administering  the  ether  in  a  particular  manner,  and  that  he  was 
rash  and  reckless,  Wilson  says  that  he  never  administered  it  at  all,  and  that 
he  was  timid  and  shrank  from  responsibility.  But  the  surgeons  of  the  hospital 
agree  with  neither  one  nor  the  other,  but  show  that  he  repeatedly  administered  it 
in  the  hospital  himself,  to  their  entire  satisfaction,  and  with  entire  success.  Wilson 
says  the  assistants  in  the  office  would  not  follow  the  directions  of  Dr.  Morton, 
but  relied  upon  such  as  were  brought  from  Dr.  Jackson.  Keep  says  nothing 
about  instructions  ftom  Dr.  Jackson,  but  that  the  assistants  in  the  office  were 
influenced  by  the  directions  and  known  wishes  of  Dr.  Morton,  so  that  his  salu- 
tary advice  and  remonstrances  were  often  of  no  avail.  Wilson  says  Dr.  Morton 
explained  to  him,  an  assistant  in  his  office,  very  fully  all  the  particulars  of  the 
discovery  and  patent ;  but,  to  Dr.  Keep,  his  partner,  he  extended  no  such  con 
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fidence.  We  leave  tliese  two  depositions  to  be  viewed  in  their  strong  contract ; 
and  as  to  the  testimony  of  Don  P.  Wilson,  considering  its  inherent  improba- 
bility, the  suspicious  nature  of  the  species  of  testimony  to  which  it  belongs,  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  contradicted  directly  and  indirectly  by  the  evidence  of 
Dr.  Keep ;  and  when  we  further  consider  that  it  is  directly  opposed  to  the 
evidence  of  Whitman,  Spear,  Leavitt,  and  Dr.  Hayden,  and  indirectly  to  that 
of  Metcalf  and  Wightman,  and  that  it  is  also  in  direct  conflict  with  numerous 
public  printed  cards  and  notices  of  the  day,  we  feel  that  we  cannot  give  it  the 
slightest  weight  or  consideration. 

*'  The  testimony  of  John  E.  Hunt  is  subject  to  the  same  objections  with  those 
of  Don  P.  Wilson,  and  other  objections  which  your  committee  will  now  proceed 
to  notice.  In  order  to  bring  out  a  declaration  on  the  part  of  Spear,  that  he  had 
never  taken  ether,  he  represents  him  as  taking  it  one  evening,  and  in  the  excite- 
ment produced  by  it  seizing  upon  a  countryman  present  and  handling  him 
roughly.  The  apology  which  Spear  makes  to  the  countryman  is, '  this  was  the 
fir^t  time  he  had  ever  taken  the  ether ;'  not  that  it  was  the  first  time  ether  bo  a£fected 
him,  or  that  the  rudeness  was  committed  under  the  influence  of  ether,  but  that 
it  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever  taken  the  ether — a  fact  which  had  little  to  do  with 
the  act  of  rudeness,  and  was  a  most  irrelevant  apology.  But  the  inquiiy  there- 
upon made  by  Mr.  Hunt  is  most  remarkably  mconsequent ;  he  having  heard 
Spear  say  that  it  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever  taken  etner,  asks  him  if  it  'ever 
afi'ected  him  in  the  same  way  before.'  Now,  if  he  had  been  pressing  Spear  with 
a  cross-examination  in  order  to  entrap  him  in  some  important  admisBion,  the  in- 
quiry might,  perhaps,  have  been  made ;  but  it  was  then  a  matter  of  no  import- 
ance whatever  whether  Spear  had  breathed  the  vapor  of  ether  or  not,  and  it 
becomes  in  the  highest  degree  improbable  that  both  branches  of  the  conversa- 
tion, so  inconsistent  with  each  other,  actually  occurred;  and  as  the  statement 
contradicts  the  testimony  of  so  many  respectable  witnesses,  and  is  in  itself  im- 
probable, your  committee  do  not  feel  bound  to  give  it  credence.  Again,  in  a 
walk  with  Spear,  Hunt  gets  from  him  a  full  disclosure  of  the  discovery,  and  a 
statement  that  it  belonged  to  Dr.  Jackson.  According  to  this.  Dr.  Morton  got 
the  requisite  information  and  instructions  from  Dr.  JacKson,  came  home,  tried  it 
on  a  woman,  and  it  worked  first  rate ;  and  he  had  since  then  continued  to  use  it 
under  the  directions  of  Dr.  Jackson.  The  evidence  shows  that  Spear  well 
knew  that  the  experiment  was  not  tried  on  a  woman,  but  on  a  man  whose  certifi- 
cate was  read  next  day  by  hundreds  in  the  city  of  Boston.  But  the  witness  evi- 
dently took  this  part  of  the  story  from  the  narrative  of  Don  P.  Wilson  (whose 
deposition  was  taken  on  the  same  day)  about  the  refractory  female  patient 
named  in  the  conversation  with  Dr.  Jackson  on  the  30th  of  September,  who  was 
to  be  cheated  with  atmospheric  air  administered  from  a  gas-bag. 

**  From  among  the  thousands  with  whom  Dr.  Morton  communicated  touching 
this  discovery,  during  the  winter  of  1846  and  1847,  some  six  or  seven,  with 
whom  he  had  personal  controversies,  testify  to  his  admissions  that  he  was  not 
the  discoverer.  They  differ  as  to  the  degrees  of  directness  and  fullness  with 
which  he  opened  the  matter  to  them,  but  it  will  be  found,  as  your  committee 
believe,  to  be  a  rule  in  this  case,  having  no  exception,  that  the  more  violent  the 
hostility  of  the  individual  the  more  fiercely  he  assailed  Dr.  Morton's  patent,  the 
more  free  Morton  became  in  his  communication,  and  the  more  iully  did  he  un- 
bosom himself;  and  his  statements  always  went  directly  to  defeat  his  own 
claims  and  support  the  defence  of  the  opponent  to  whom  he  made  it.  For  ex- 
ample, H.  S.  Payne  says  '  that,  in  the  early  part  of  December,  1846,  he  com- 
menced applying  the  vapor  of  ether  to  produce  insensibility  to  pain  in  soigical 
operations.  This  was  after  I  had  heard  of  the  discovery  of  the  preparation  by 
Charles  T.  Jackson,  of  the  citv  of  Boston.'  He  then  states  that  Dr.  Clarke 
purchased  of  Dr.  Morton  a  right,  under  the  patent,  for  Bensselaer  and  seveial 
adjoining  counties,  who  sold  to  Dr.  Bordell ;  and  Dr.  Payne  waa  notified  by  Dr. 
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Blake,  as  the  agent  of  Dr.  Morton,  to  abandon  the  use  of  ether  in  his  practice. 
After  failing  in  an  attempt  at  negotiation  with  Dr.  Bordell  he  went  to  BoBton 
and  had  an  interview  with  Dr.  Morton,  who  not  once  only,  but  repeatedly,  de- 
clared that  Dr.  Jackson  was  the  sole  discoverer ;  *  that  all  the  knowledge  he 
possessed  in  relation  to  its  properties  and  application  came  from  Dr.  Jackson, 
and  that  he  never  had  any  idea  of  applying  sulphuric  ether,  or  that  sulphuric 
ether  could  be  applied  for  the  aforesaid  purposes  until  Dr.  Jackson  had  sug* 
gested  it  to  him,  and  had  given  him  full  instructions.'  This  most  frank  com- 
munication raises  at  once  a  difficulty  about  the  patent,  which  is  obviously  void 
if  that  statement  be  true ;  and  Dr.  Morton  attempts  to  remove  it  by  saying  *  that 
he  had  been  very  fortunate  in  effecting  an  arrangement  with  Dr.  Jackson  be- 
fore any  one  else  had  the  opportunity,  and  that  he  was  the  first  man  to  whom 
Dr.  Jackson  communicated  the  discovery.'  And  he  adds :  *  Dr.  Morton  again 
and  again  said  that  he  was  not  in  any  way  the  discoverer  of  the  new  applica- 
tion of  ether,  but  that  the  idea  had  been  first  communicated  to  him  by  Dr.  Jack- 
son, who  was  its  discoverer,  and  that  his  (Dr.  Morton's)  interest  in  the  patent 
was  merely  a  purchased  one;  and,  moreover,  that  he  was  very  lucky  in  antici- 
pating all  other  persons  by  first  receiving  so  precious  a  discovery  from  the  lips 
of  Dr.  Jackson.' 

"  After  seeing  the  fullness  and  unreserved  character  of  this  important  conver- 
sation, and  the  apparent  earnestness  with  which  Dr.  Morton  attempts  to  impress 
the  fact  that  he  had  no  participation  whatever  in  the  discovery,  not  satisfied  with 
suffering  it  to  escape  him  inadvertently  or  even  stating  it  once,  but  repeating  it 
<  again '  and  *  again,'  as  if  he  were  anxious  to  impress  it,  6ne  could  not  but  be  sur- 

Srised  to  know  that  Dr.  Payne,  before  this  conversation,  had  pirated  this  discovery, 
ad  set  up  for  himself,  bade  defiance  to  Dr.  Morton  and  his  assignees,  and  on  his  re- 
turn home  published  a  card,  in  which  he  by  no  means  denies  that  Dr.  Morton  dis- 
covered the  thing  which  he  and  his  assignees  are  using,  but  averring  that  his  (Dr. 
Payne's)  anodyne  vapor,  which  in  his  affidavit  he  admits  to  be  sulphuric  ether, 
*  is  not  the  invention  of  the  great  Dr.  Morton,  but  an  entirely  superior  article, 
and  all  persons  must  beware  how  they  infringe  on  his  rights.'  And  the  more 
especially  is  it  surprising  when  we  reflect  that  this  state  of  facts,  which  Dr.  3Ior- 
ton  took  such  unusual  pains  to  repeat  and  to  impress  upon  this  his  most  determined 
opponent,  would,  if  true,  render  the  patent  wholly  void  in  his  hands,  and  put  his 
discovery  entirely  in  the  power  of  Dr.  Payne  and  all  others  who  should  see  fit 
to  avail  themselves  of  it.  There  can  be  no  absolute  proof  that  Dr.  Morton  did 
not  make  these  statements,  but  it  is  clear  that  it  was  against  his  interest  to 
make  them ;  and  there  is  also  full  proof  that  they  are  not  true,  and  that  they 
are  in  direct  opposition  to  his  numerous  printed  and  published  statements. 
They  are  not  true ;  for,  besides  the  six  witnesses  who  testify  directly  or  indi- 
rectly to  the  discovery  in  its  inception  and  progress,  it  distinctly  conflicts  with 
the  conversation  of  the  parties  and  their  mutual  understanding  on  the  26  th  and 
27th  of  October,  as  testified  to  by  R.  H.  Eddy.  It  is  in  direct  conflict  with  the 
claim  promulgated  by  Dr.  Morton,  and  received  and  accredited  by  the  scientific 
gentlemen  in  the  medical  hospital  who  performed  the  operations  testing  the 
efficacy  of  the  discovery. 

"Dr.  Warren  says : 

"  'Boston,  January  6,  1847. 

"  *I  hereby  declare  and  certify,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  recollection, 
that  I  never  heard  of  the  use  of  sulphuric  ether  by  inhalation,  as  a  means  of 
preventing  the  pains  in  surgical  operations,  until  it  was  suggested  by  Dr.  W.  T. 
G.  Morton  in  the  latter  part  of  October,  1846.' 

"  Since  the  above  date  the  whole  surgical  staff  of  the  hospital  have  testified  to 
the  same  effect.  ^^  , 
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"And  alike  opposed  to  all  the  numerous  printed  circulars  which  Dr.  Morton 
and  his  agents  had  distributed  and  were  then  distributing  in  every  part  of  the 
United  States.  It  appears  that  prior  to  this  date  Dr.  Morton's  attention  had 
been  called  to  an  opposing  claim  to  the  discovery,  and  to  the  experiments  at  the 
hospital,  and  he  had  taken  a  decided  public  stand  against  them,  as  witness  his 
circular  published  the  20th  day  of  November,  1846,  and  the  note  thereto 
attached : 

'*  *  Dental  operations  without  pain, 

"'Boston,  November  20,  1846. 

"*Dr.  Morton  has  made  a  great  improvement  in  dental  and  surgical  opera- 
tions, for  which  letters  patent  have  been  granted  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  secure  which  measures  have  been  taken  in  foreign  nations. 

**  *  Having  completed  the  necessary  preparations  for  the  purpose,  and  greatly 
enlarged  his  establishment.  Dr.  Morton  respectfully  announces  to  his  friends  and 
the  public  that  he  is  now  ready  to  afiEbrd  every  accommodation  to  persons  re- 
quiring dental  operations. 

"'Uis  assistants  and  apartments  are  so  numerous,  and  his  entire  arrange- 
ments on  so  superior  a  scale,  that  immediate  and  the  best  attention  can  be  given 
to  every  case  and  in  every  branch  of  his  profession. 

"  'The  success  of  this  improvement  has  exceeded  the  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions, not  only  of  himself  and  patients,  but  of  the  very  skilful  and  distinguished 
surgeons  who  have  performed  operations  with  it  at  the  Miissachusett^  General 
Hospital,  and  other  places  in  Boston,  or  witnessed  its  use  at  his  office,  rooms 
No.  19  Tremont  row. 

tum^m  Inasmuch  as  one  or  two  persons  have  presumed  to  advertise  my  im- 
provement as  their  own,  and  even  issued  notices  to  the  effect  that  the  applica- 
tions of  it  at  the  hospital  were  made  by  them,  and  that  the  certificates  of  its 
efficacy  and  value  were  given  to  them  by  the  surgeons  of  that  institution,  I  feel 
it  my  duty  to  warn  the  public  against  such  false  and  unwarrantable  statements, 
and  at  th&  same  time  to  caution  all  persons  against  making,  aiding,  or  abetting 
in  any  infringement  of  my  rights,  if  they  would  avoid  the  trouble  and  cost  of 
prosecutions  and  damages  at  law.' 

"And  your  committee  do  not  think  it  credible  that  Dr.  Morton,  resting  his 
claims  to  the  discovery  on  the  grounds  which  he  did — having  a  most  decided 
public  opinion  at  home  in  his  favor  as  the  discoverer,  having  freshly  tasted  of 
tjhe  intoxicating  draught  of  fame,  and  recently,  in  the  public  papers  and  in  cir- 
culars, asserted  his  authorship  of  the  discovery  and  defied  his  rivals — ^they  do 
not  think  it  credible  that  he  should  seize  the  first  occasion  which  offered,  in  cx>n- 
versation  with  a  most  determined  opponent,  to  declare  the  falsehood  of  all  that 
he  had  written,  published,  and  claimed — to  disclaim  the  honor  which  the  world 
80  generally  and  freely  accorded  to  him— confess  away  all  his  pecuniary  rights 
under  the  patent,  and  even  support  his  surrender,  disclaimer,  and  sacrifice  by  a 
self-debasing  assertion  which  he  well  knew  was  false.  The  improbability  is  too 
strong  to  allow  it  credit. 

"  But  Dr.  Payne  says  that  in  the  early  part  of  December,  1846,  he  commenced 
his  operations  with  sulphuric  ether,  and  tnat  this  was  after  he  had  heard  of  the 
discovery  of  Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson,  of  Boston.  How  he  heard  of  the  dis- 
covery of  Dr.  Jackson  he  does  not  say;  surely  not  by  the  information  of  the 
scientific  men  of  Boston,  for  they  attributed  the  discovery  to  Dr.  Morton ;  not 
by  the  public  prints,  cards,  and  advertisements,  for  the  name  of  Dr.  Morton 
alone  appeared  there;  and  he  says,  in  conclusion,  that  he  was  very  much  aston- 
ished in  learning,  some  time  after  his  visit  to  Boston,  that  Dr.  Morton  *  asserted 
any  claim  whatever'  to  the  discovery,  and  this,  after  the  publication  and  circu- 
lation of  the  notices,  cards,  and  circulars  of  Dr.  Morton,  and  after  the  witness 
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had  long  been  enga^d  in  an  embittered  contest  with  Dr.  Morton  and  bis  as* 
signees,  and  the  publication  of  bis  (Dr.  Payne's)  card.* 

*'  Dr.  Allen  Clarke,  who  also  testifies  to  admissions  by  Dr.  Morton,  bat  much 
less  strongly  than  Dr.  Payne,  and  wbose  statement  may  well  be  tbe  result  of  a 
misunderstanding,  made  the  more  decided  by  hostility  to  Dr.  Morton,  and  a 
desire  to  defeat  his  patent,  was  the  purchaser  of  a  right,  for  which  he  gave  his 
note  for  $350.  He  at  length  determined  not  to  pay  the  note,  but  to  join  in 
contesting  the  patent,  and  he  expresses  the  opinion  that,  by  keeping  up  the 
controversy  for  one  year,  the  patent  would  be  broken  down.  Dr.  Blaisdell 
says :  *  Clarke  would  not  pay  you,  for  he  could  get  the  use  of  the  letheon  for 
one  year  before  you  could  get  the  license  from  them,  and  by  that  time  they 
could  ruin  the  sale  of  it  there;'  and  he  might  well  have  added,  and  with  it  the 
discoverer;  a  very  common  fortune  to  men  who  render  the  most  important 
services  to  their  race. 

"  Time,  and  the  reasonable  limits  of  a  report,  will  not  allow  your  committee 
to  dwell  upon  the  few  remaining  items  of  kindred  testimony.  The  weight  and 
strength  of  them  have  been  considered ;  and  the  residue,  like  them,  are  composed 
of  alleged  statements  by  Dr.  Morton  to  persons  with  whom  he  then  had,  or 
has  since  had,  personal  controversies  touching  his  discovery,  and  they  are  all 
in  contradiction  to  the  claims  which  Dr.  Morton  daily  promulgated  in  print  to 
the  world.  Those  printed  papers  are,  as  your  committee  conceive,  the  best 
evidence  of  what  Dr.  Morton  all  that  time  claimed,  and  what  he  conceded ; 
they  are  of  the  time  and  of  the  transaction ;  they  do  not  admit  of  misstatement, 
misconstruction,  or  falsification ;  they  are  of  unvarying  and  exact  memory ;  and 
they  speak  the  language  of  undoubted  truth  as  to  the  claitns,  though  not  as  to 
the  rights  of  the  author.  His  claims,  contemporaneous  with  these  papers,  are 
what  these  witnesses  attack.  His  rights  we  have  already  considered;  and, 
as  to  the  evidence  of  his  claims,  that  which  he  insisted  and  said  was  his,  the 
publighed  papers  stand  against  the  testimony  of  these  witnesses,  as  written  or 
printed  evidence  against  parol.  His  alleged  confessions,  made  under  the  most 
improbable  circumstances,  are  in  direct  contradiction  to  his  printed  circulars, 
daily  and  contemporaneously  promulgated  to  the  world.  If,  then,  these  alleged 
parol  admissions  stood  against  the  printed  and  published  papers,  without  any- 
thing beside  to  add  strength  to  either,  we  could  not,  in  our  conscience,  in 
weighing  the  conduct  of  men  by  rational  probabilities,  hesitate  to  give  the 
decided  preponderance  to  the  printed  over  the  parol  evidence.  But  the  parol 
evidence  runs  counter  to  all  the  leading  facts  in  the  case  heretofore  considered 
and  established  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  by  the  most  indubitable  proof, 
while  the  printed  circulars  and  notices  entirely  agree  with  them,  and  make  with 
them  one  uniform  and  consistent  whole.  The  objects  of  the  parties,  their  claims, 
their  efforts,  their  purposes  appear  the  same  throughout.  The  deposition  of  A. 
Blaisdell  is,  however,  worthy  of  especial  comment.  At  the  time  he  professes  to 
have  had  the  conversation  in  which  Dr.  Morton  accords  all  the  merit  of  the 
discovery  to  Dr.  Jackson,  he  was  the  agent  of  Dr.  Morton,  spreading  his 
circulars  throughout  the  land ;  had  taken  care  to  send  one  of  them  to  each  and 
every  surgeon  dentist  in  New  York ;  and  yet  now  declares  that  he  was  especially 

o  *» Notice.— Dr.  Payne  hag  just  returned  from  Boston,  and  has  only  time  now  to  giye 
notice  to  bin  frit-nds  and  tbe  public  that  in  a  day  or  two  he  will  be  able  to  show  to  the 
public  that  the  anodyne  vapor  which  he  has  used  is  not  the  iuTeution  of  the  great  Dr. 
Morton,  but  an  entirely  superior  article,  and  thtt  he  shall  eofUinue  to  U9e  U.  And  all  persons 
rou))t  beware  how  they  infringe  on  his  rights."  Extract  of  a  letter  of  Mr.  E.  Killey, 
attorney  of  Dr  A.  Clarke,  of  Lanslngburg,  New  York,  to  Dr  Morton's  attorney  of  Boston  : 
**  As  one  Dr.  H.  J  Payne,  dentist  of  the  city  of  Troy,  persists  in  the  use  of  tVie  apparatus 
and  gns,  and  proclaims  defiance  to  Dr.  Morton  and  any  of  his  assigns,  Dr.  Clarke  is  com- 
pletely thwart<'d  in  his  enjoyment  of  the  rights  secured  to  him  by  Dr.  Morton.  The 
Conduct  of  Dr.  Payne  is  particularly  annoying."  L^ym^-^u  uy  ^^ ^ "^(A"^^ 
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charged  with  the  information  which  he  takes  care  to  inculcate,  that  these 
circulars  were  all  false  in  the  most  material  point,  and  that  the  patent  which 
he  is  selling  is  void  by  reason  of  that  falsehood*  He  was  at  the  same  time  in 
habits  of  almost  daily  correspondence  with  Dr.  Morton;  and  the  difficulties 
which  he  met  with  occurred  while  he  was  absent,  and  it  would  most  naturally 
have  suggested  itself  to  him  to  communicate  them  to  Dr.  Morton  by  letter,  and 
in  that  way  get  his  assent  to  obviate  them  by  declaring  Dr.  Jackson  the  #o/« 
discoverer.  But  he  does  not  do  so;  if  he  had,  his  letter  and  Dr.  Morton's  answer 
would  have  been  in  writing;  and,  then,  if  there  truth  were  in  the  statement 
of  those  alleged  admissions,  there  would  have  been  one  item  of  written  evidence 
to  support  them.  But  this  is  wholly  wanting.  Blaisdell  professes  to  have 
waited  till  his  return  to  Boston,  and  then  to  have  held  a  private  conversation 
with  Dr.  Morton,  who  at  once  and  eagerly  admitted  away  his  whole  claiffh  both 
to  money  and  reputation. 

"It  is  remarkable  that,  in  more  than  three  months,  during  all  which  time 
these  witnesses  say  Dr.  Morton  conceded  to  Dr.  Jackson  to  merit  of  being  the 
<6ble  discoverer,'  during  all  which  time  he  was  daily  writing  and  almost  daily 
publishing,  there  is  not  produced  one  line  written  by  Dr.  Morton,  or  written  to 
him,  countenancing  the  idea;  nor  is  there  one  act  of  his  which  looks  to  such 
admi:>sion.  A  written  admission,  or  an  ambiguous  paragraph  in  writing,  which 
could  be  fairly  construed  into  an  admission,  or  a  letter  written  to  him  during 
that  time,  which  could  be  reasonably  construed  to  refer  to  such  admission, 
would  be  tenfold  the  value  of  all  the  parol  testimony  now  presented  of  those 
admissions.  Dr.  Morton  has  shown  to  the  committee  several  bound  volumes  of 
letters  addressed  to  him  upon  this  subject,  all  of  which  recognize  him  as  the 
discoverer.  Viewing  these  statements  in  this  point  of  light,  comparing  them 
with  the  printed  and  published  paperB,t  in  which  Dr.  Morton  contemporaneously 
and  continually  asserted  his  claims  to  the  discovery,  and  finding  them  opposed, 
as  they  are,  to  the  well-settled  facts  of  the  case  already  considered,  they  weigh, 
in  our  opinion,  as  dust  in  the  balance,  and  in  nowise  affect  the  well-settled 
facts  of  the  case."  J 

o£Srfrfld/rom  A  BUnaidCiUUertoDr.  Morion,  doled  AW  York,  Dtcmber  29,  1846.—**  I  am 
BODding  one  of  your  circuUn  to  every  doDtist  in  New  York." 

New  York,  Deember  31,  1846  — *'I  have  sent  a  circular  to  every  dentist  in  New  York 
city,  and  written  on  the  cover  where  I  am  to  be  found." 

In  a  letter  from  Pittsburg,  dated  February  1,  1847,  he  writes:  ••!  gave  him  a  few  cir- 
culars to  give  his  neighbors."     Bemarks  to  the  same  effect  occur  in  other  letters. 

October  26,  1846  —  *'Dr.  Morton  hag  discovered  a  oompound,  by  inhaling  wMch  a  person 
is  thrown  into  a  sound  sleep,  and  rendered  insensible  to  pain,"  &c, 

t"ToTHBPUBU0 — Dr.  Morton,  surgeon  dentist.  No.  19  Tremont  row,  Boston,  hereby 
gives  public  notice  that  letters  patent  have  been  granted  him  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States  for  his  improvement,  whereby  {tain  may  be  prevented  in  dental  and  surgioal 
operations."— (Boston  Evening  Transcript,  November  20,  1846.) 

•*  Important  information  for  tub  fxjbuc  at  large. — I  do  hereby  give  this  public  notice, 
and  warn  all  persons  against  using  my  invention."  **Iam  particularly  defiirons  that  my  in- 
vention should  not  be  abused  or  intrusted  to  ignorant  or  improper  hands,  or  applied  to 
nefariuus  purposes."  "New  York  Express,  Baltimore  Patriot.  United  States  (Pliiladelphia) 
Gazette,  wilV  please  insert  the  above  twice  every  week  for  four  weeks,  and  send  their  bills 
to  this  office." — (In  same  paper,  December  4,  1846  ) 

Jin  answer  to  a  communication  by  Dr.  J.  F  Flagg.  in  which  he  threatens  to  take 
possesf^ion  of  the  invention,  and  in  which  he  attributes  the  credit  of  it,  if  there  was  any, 
t«)  Dr.  C.  T.  Jackson,  Dr.  Morton  says  :  **  Unless  he  can  show— and  I  do  not  know  anybody 
else  that  can— that  (to  use  his  own  words)  it  h'is  been  known  and  publit^hed  for  some  years 
that  the  vapor  of  sulphuric  ether  would  produce  the  visible  effects  now  s.%id  to  be  discoveivd, 
then  the  invention  is  original  " — (Boston  Evening  Transcript,  December  10,  1846  ) 

In  a  letter  from  Dr.  Wells  (Poston  Post,  April,  1847,)  he  makes  the  following  extract 
from  Dr.  Morton's  hitter  to  him  in  the  early  part  of  October,  1846  :  "The  letter  which  is 
thus  introduced  with  my  Bignaturc  was  written  in  answer  to  one  which  I  received  from  Dr. 
Morton,  who  represented  to  me  that  he  had  discovered  a  compound."      ^ ^cj)"^^ 
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''  It  may  be  irrelevant  to  remark  that  there  is  not,  in  all  this  mass  of  depoei- 
tions  and  letters,  any  contemporaneous  written  paper  supporting  Dr.  Jackson's 
claim  to  the  discovery,  or  impugning  Dr.  Morton's — all  is  parol.  Declarations 
made  by  Dr.  Jackson  asserting  the  claim,  and  declarations  made  by  Dr.  Morton, 
even  in  the  heat  of  the  controversy,  to  his  most  violent  enemies,  abandoning  his 
claims  and  surrendering  them  to  Dr.  Jackson.  But  no  written  paper  sustaining 
either.  And  where  in  two  instances  the  statement  of  Dr.  Jackson  touches  a 
paper  written  or  signed  by  himself,  he  repudiates  them  as  false,  and  as  obtained 
by  circumvention  and  fraud ;  because,  if  true,  they  disprove  his  claim.  And  in 
the  instances  in  which  the  testimony  of  his  witnesses,  testifying  to  the  admis- 
sions and  abandonment  of  Dr.  Morton,  can  be  directly  tested  by  written  papers, 
they  are  thereby  in  every  instance  proved  to  be  false.  Your  committee  con- 
sider that  species  of  parol  evidence,  made  up  of  alleged  declarations  of  the 
parties  merely,  unsuppoxrted  by  a  single  written  paper,  but  contradicted  by  everv- 
thing  in  writing  which  they  touch,  entitled  to  no  weight  wliatever,  against  the 
well  known  and  fully  admitted  acts  of  the  parties  in  this  case. 

Of  Dr.  Jackson's  acts,  while  the  surgeons  of  the  principal  curative  institu- 
tion in  New  England — the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital — were  applying  the 
critical  test  to  a  discovery  which  he  now  claims  as  his  own,  the  committee  have 
before  them  new  evidence  in  the  following  letter,  upon  which  they  forbear  to 
comment  fiirther  than  to  remark  how  decidedly  it  confirms  the  conclusions  at 
which  they  have  already  arrived. 

Dr.  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  professor  in  Harvard  University,  and  surgeon  in  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  in  answer  to  a  letter  of  the  Hon.  George  T. 
Davis,  says : 

"Boston,  February  5,  1852. 

" Dear  Sir:  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated  January 
21,  addressed  to  Dr.  Hay  ward,  Dr.  Townsend,  and  myself,  and  containing  the 
following  extract  from  a  written  remonstrance  of  Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson,  which 
has  been  laid  before  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

"  *  The  cause  of  asphyxia,  so  commonly  produced  in  the  early  administration 
of  ether  at  the  Massachusetts  Greneral  Hospital,  I  traced  directly  to  the  employ- 
ment of  those  valved  inhalers.  In  the  weakened  state  of  respiratory  action, 
under  ansesthetic  agents,  the  valves  are  not  raised  in  attempts  to  breathe,  and 
the  patient  is  drowned  by  the  pure  ether  or  chloroform  vapor.  On  the  removal 
of  tne  valve  by  my  directions,  asphyxia  at  once  ceased  to  occur  at  the  hospital, ' 
and  I  had  no  occasion  to  employ  the  oxygen  gas  to  revive  the  patients,  as  I  was 
requested  to  do  by  one  of  the  eminent  surgeons  of  that  institution ;  for  no  as- 
phyxia happened  after  my  advice  was  followed,  to  throw  aside  the  inhalers  and 
use  the  sponge.' 

"  In  detailing  as  you  request  *a  precise  recollection  of  facts  upon  these  points 
so  far  as  they  fell  under  my  personal  observation,'  I  may  say  that,  to  the  beet 
of  my  knowledge,  being  very  familiar  with  those  early  experiments  at  the  hos- 
pital, generally  administering  the  ether  myself: 

"  1st.  There  was  no  more  asphyxia  then  from  ether  than  there  is  now. 

**  2d.  There  was  certainly  no  period  at  which  asphyxia  at  once  ceased  to 
occur  at  the  hospital. 

•*  3d.  This  alleged  asphyxia  had  little  or  no  connexion  with  any  valves. 

"  4th.  I  never  heard  that  any  valves  were  suppressed,  nor  that  Dr.  Jackson 
suppressed  them. 

"  5th.  Asphyxia,  as  it  then  occurred,  was  of  no  great  importance,  and  was 
dependent  upon  the  same  causes  which  sometimes  produce  it  now. 

"  6th.  When  Dr.  Jackson  brought  oxygen  gas  to  the  hospital  nobody  required 
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it ;  it  was  not  used,  nor  has  it  been,  to  1117  knowledge,  anywhere  since  used  in 
this  connexion. 

"  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  how  far  Dr.  Jackson  personally  superintended  the 
early  administration  of  ether  at  the  hospital,  I  answer  not  at  all.  He  not  only 
exercised  no  superintendence  at  the  hospital,  assumed  no  responsibility,  but 
actually  did  not  come  there  for  more  than  two  months  after  ether  was  regularly 
in  use  in  that  institution.^ 

**  I  will  venture  to  allude  to  another  point,  which  is  of  no  importance  to  any- 
body but  myself.  Yet  it  directly  concerns  me,  and  I  shoula  be  glad  of  an 
opportunity  to  refer  to  it,  in  order  to  refute  certain  statements  of  Dr.  Jackson. 
In  a  part  of  his  '  remonstrance,'  Dr.  Jackson  uses,  as  I  am  informed,  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

"  *  The  few  medical  gentlemen,  or  young  surgeons,  connected  with  the  hos- 
pital, who  have  not  fully  recognized  my  rights  in  this  discovery,  are,  I  lament 
to  say  it,  anxious  to  obtain  a  larger  share  of  the  glory  than  rightfully  belongs 
to  them ;  and  one  of  themt         •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

"  *  Dr.  H.  J.  Bigelow  very  distinctly  claims  the  honor  of  being  the  first  to 
promulgate  this  great  discovery,  the  first  to  make  the  profession  acquainted 
with  it,  he  having  steal  thilv  published  my  discovery  before  I  was  ready  to  lav 
it  before  the  public,  and  i^hile  I  was  temporarily  absent  from  the  city,  by  read- 
ing an  account  of  it  before  two  societies  of  which  I  was  and  am  now  a  mem- 
ber— the  Boston  Society  for  Medical  Improvement  and  the  American  Academy 
of  Arts  and  Sciences — and  afterwards  published  his  paper  in  the  Boston  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal,  against  my  solemn  protest  ana  denunciation  of  it  as  false, 
unjust,  and  quackish.  In  that  paper,  a  copy  of  the  Journal  containing  which  I 
send  to  you,  please  observe  that  the  nature  of  the  agent  used  is  careftilly  con- 
cealed, and  hence  it  is  a  mere  quack  advertisement.' 

"  The  paper  above  alluded  to  was  the  first  paper  upon  the  newly-discovered 
eflFects  of  etner.  It  was  intended  by  Dr.  Morton,  and  did  happen  to  be  the 
instrument  by  which  the  discovery  was  announced  to  the  profession  and  the 
world  at  large,  both  in  this  country,  where  it  was  attacked  by  the  incredulous, 
and  in  Europe,  where  it  was  widely  reprinted. 

"  This  paper,J  to  quote  a  contemporary  publication,  was  intended  to  be  a  nar- 
ration of  physiological  facts  observed  by  myself,  with  a  few  concluding  remarks 
connected  with  the  patent  right.  It  was  published  more  than  five  years  ago, 
and  those  objections  of  Dr.  Jackson's  are  now  to  me  altogether  new,  and  I 
believe  they  are  also  new  to  everybody  else. 

**  It  will  only  be  necessary  to  state,  in  reply :  1st.  That  Dr.  Jackson  could  not 
at  that  time,  for  the  want  of  the  requisite  facts,  have  himself  written  this  physi- 
ological paper.  In  fact,  that  nothing  but  his  present  assertion  shows  that  he 
had  either  the  intention  or  desire  to  do  it,  and  that  there  was  no  reason  w^hat- 
ever  to  consult  him  either  in  reading  or  writing  the  paper,  or  to  suppose  that 
he  wished  to  be  consulted. 

"  2d.  That  he  read  the  paper  before  it  was  printed,  and  assented  to  its  publica- 
tion in  print. 

"  1.  One  thing  is  very  striking,  Dr.  Jackson  never  saw  a  single  surgical  or 
dental  operation  with  ether  until  long  after  it  was  a  confirmed  discovery,  and 
imtil  weeks,  if  not  months,  after  this  paper  was  printed.  As  this  paper  was  an 
account  of  the  new  physiological  effects  of  ether,  observed  in  Dr.  Morton's  and 
other  experiments.  Dr.  Jackson,  who  saw  none  of  these  experiments,  would 
have  been  unable  to  have  made  any  communication  to  a  society  upon  this  point, 
even  if  he  had  wished  to,  for  the  simple  reason  that  for  two  months  he  had  not 

<>8ee  Dr.  Townsend,  p  355. 

t  A  part  of  the  argument  litre  is  a  little  loope  and  is  omitted. 

i  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  December,  1845. 
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the  requisite  materialB,  but  nobocly  will  now  believe  tbat  he  wished  to  make 
anj  such  communication;  he  had,  according  to  his  own  statement,  kept  the 
matter  from  the  public  for  years,  and  we  may  reasonably  infer  that  he  would 
have  done  so  till  this  day,  if  the  disclosure  had  been  left  to  him.  And  it  is 
well  known  that  he  kept  sioof  for  a  long  time  from  any  public  connexion  with 
Dr.  Morton  or  with  ether,  while  physiological  papers  were  written  by  the  dozen 
by  other  people,  without  any  objection  on  his  part. 

"  I  should  have  been  certainly  most  happy  to  have  consulted  Dr.  Jackson 
had  I  any  idea  that,  as  he  now  pretends,  be  desired  it ;  but  even  if  I  had  done 
so,  it  is  plain  that  he  could  have  given  me  no  information  upon  the  subject 
which  was  under  investigation,  for  he  had  no  control  whatever  over  Dr.  Mor- 
ton's experiments ;  he  had  never  seen  them,  nor  had  he  any  authority  to  make 
use  of  tnem  if  he  had  seen  them.    The  paper  alluded  to  was  not  designed  to 

Sromulgate  old  theory  nor  the  suspicions  of  two  years'  standing,  which  Dr. 
ackson  claims,  but  new  facts,  and  for  these  I  applied  to  Dr.  Morton.  He  in- 
stituted the  experiments;  he  had  their  sole  control;  he  took  the  responsibility  of 
them*  while  Dr,  Jackson  kept  out  of  the  way. 

"  The  application  of  ether  for  ansesthetic  purposes  was  at  that  time  supposed 
by  everybody  to  be  wholly  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Morton.  Dr.  Morton,  through 
the  intervention  of  a  friend  of  his,  who  was  also  a  friend  of  my  own,  allowed 
me  to  take  notes  of  these  experiments  for  publication,  and,  as  far  as  I  know,  I 
was  the  first  person  not  connected  with  Dr.  Morton's  office,  except  Dr.  Gould, 
who  saw  these  experiments. 

"  As  to  Dr.  Jackson's  knowledge  of  the  cases  at  the  hospital,  which  are  also 
detailed  in  my  paper.  Dr.  Jackson  did  not  come  there  till  January  2,  of  the 
year  after  they  occurred. 

"2.  When  this  paper  was  to  be  printed,  a  new  element  was  to  be  introduced 
into  it  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Morton ;  the  question  of  patent,  a  delicate  subject 
already  mooted  oy  the  interested  parties,  and  about  which  it  was  obviously 
proper  that  Dr.  Jackson,  who  was  interested  in  it,  should  be  consulted.  Though 
he  might  not  care  who  prosecuted  or  announced  the  physiological  experiments, 
the  matter  of  patent  was  plainly  a  different  question. 

**  I  therefore  sought  an  interview  with  Dr.  Jackson,  at  his  house,  several  times. 
Failing  to  find  him,  I  left  for  him  a  verbal  request  that  he  would  be  present  at 
a  final  conference  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Grould,  where  the  paper  was  to  oe  finally 
considered  and  adjusted  before  being  printed,  especially  the  few  closing  para 
graphs,  then  for  the  first  time  appended  to  it,  and  relating  to  the  question  of 
patent. 

"  During  this  conference  the  door  was  flung  open,  and  Dr.  Jackson  entered, 
declaiming  vociferously.  He  was  quietly  asked  what  might  be  the  occasion  of 
his  excitement,  and  was  requested  to  read  the  paper  then  upon  the  table  and 
under  discussion,  and  to  see  whether  he  did  or  did  not  approve  it.  Dr.  Jackson 
examined  the  paper,  and  finding  it  to  be  of  a  strictly  physiological  character, 
touching  very  ligntly  the  questions  of  patent  and  of  discovery,  he  changed  his 
tone,  ceased  to  object,  requested  one  or  more  alterations  of  the  part  bearing 
upon  these  latter  questions,  especially  the  suppression  of  a  paper  relating  to 
the  electric  telegraph,  and  assented  to  the  publication  of  the  paper, 

"  This  took  place  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Gould,  in  Tremont  street,  on  Sunday 
evening,  three  aays  before  the  publication  referred  to,  and  in  the  presence  of 
Dr.  Gould,  Mr.  Eddy,  and  Dr.  Morton.  Dr.  Jackson  assented  to  the  publica- 
tion of  the  paper  as  it  then  stood,  and  the  conference  was  amicably  terminated. 

"  This  statement,  together  with  the  accompanying  letters  of  Dr.  Gould  and 
Mr.  Eddy,  stating  their  recollection  of  the  facts,  may  be  compared  with  the 
above  extract  from  Dr.  Jackson's  remonstrance. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

"HENRY  J.  BIGELOWj'Tp 
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Br.  Jackson,  in  his  letter  to  Baron  Yon  Humboldt,  says : 

"  I  at  once  appealed  to  the  public,  destroyed  the  bond  given  me  by  Mr.  Mor- 
ton, and  made  the  use  of  ether  in  surgical  operations  free  to  all  mankind.'' 

The  transaction  of  destroying  the  bond  is  somewhat  ludicrous. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  May,  1847,  more  than  five  months  after  the 
patent  had  been  taken  out,  after  it  had  for  some  time  become  unavailable,  and 
Dr.  Morton  had  lost  a  good  deal  of  money  by  it,  Dr.  Gay  called  at  Dr.  Morton's 
office,  with  a  young  gentleman  in  his  company,  and  somewhat  dramatically 
cancelled  the  bond.  This  was  the  bond  that  secured  to  Dr.  Jackson  ten  per 
cent,  on  the  net  profits  of  the  American  patent.  On  the  same  day  the  anni- 
versaiy  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  took  place,  and  at  the  dinner,  in 
the  afternoon,  Dr.  Jackson  made  a  speech,  in  which  he  claimed  to  have  been 
entirely  disinterested  in  his  connexion  with  the  discovery,  and  said  he  had 
destroyed  the  bond.  He  did  not  say  that  he  had  destroyed  it  that  morning, 
just  in  season  for  the  speech,  but  we  are  permitted  to  infer  that  it  was  destroyed 
at  a  time  when  it  had  some  value. 

The  inconsistency  between  these  late  claims  for  disinterestedness  on  the  part 
of  Dr.  Jackson,  and  his  unremitted  efforts  to  obtain  the  utmost  possible  pecu- 
niary advantage  from  the  discovery,  so  long  as  there  was  any  chance  of  its 
being  profitable,  is  apparent  to  all. 

So  long  as  the  discovery  was  under  test,  and  its  result  was  uncertain.  Dr. 
Jackson  is  unseen  and  unheard.  When  it  became  evident,  from  the  two  expe- 
riments at  the  hospital,  that  the  discovery  was  of  value,  at  the  close  of  October, 
Dr.  Jackson  first  appears,  and  then  only  for  the  purpose  of  claiming  compen- 
sation of  Dr.  Morton  for  professional  advice.  He  accepts  five  hundred  dollars. 
His  friend  obtains  for  him  ten  per  cent,  of  the  net  profits  of  the  American  patent 
He  next  refuses  to  sign  the  European  papers  without  receiving  ten  per  cent,  on  the 
foreign  patents.  From  this  he  rises  to  twenty  per  cent.,  and  on  the  28th  of 
January  he  claims  '<  twenty-five  per  cent,  both  at  nome  and  abroad,  as  the  least 
that  in  jue^tice  "  can  be  offered  him ;  and  his  counsel,  of  course  with  his  sanc^ 
tion,  speaks  of  the  patent  as  one  which,  *'  if  sustained,  promises  to  give  to  all 
parties  large  sums  of  money  for  their  united  co-operation."  He  opens  nego- 
tiations with  Dr.  Morton,  through  Mr.  Hayes,  for  obtaining  a  joint  patent  in 
France,  by  the  instrumentality  of  M.  de  Beaumont,  whose  letters  to  Dr.  Jack- 
son on  this  point  were  shown  to  Dr.  Morton.  After  all  hope  of  pecuniary 
benefit  from  the  patent  is  at  an  end,  he  cancels  the  bond,  and  with  a  strange 
forgetfulness  of  all  his  previous  conduct,  comes  out  in  the  character  of  one  who 
disdains  pecuniary  compensation.  Not  only  so,  but  he  seems  determined  that 
Dr.  Morton  shall  receive  no  compensation.  On  the  20th  November,  1847,  the 
physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  hospital  (with  one  exception)  prepared  a  memo- 
rial to  Congress,  setting  forth  the  importance  of  this  discovery,  and  praying  the 
government  to  make  a  payment  **  to  those  persons  who  shall  be  found,  on  inves- 
tigation, to  merit  compensation,"  on  condition  that  the  patent  be  given  up. 
I^owing  that  this  would  result  in  an  official  inquiry  into  the  discovery,  Dr. 
Morton  promoted  it  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  Dr.  Jackson,  on  the  other 
hand,  remonstrated  against  it,  on  the  professed  ground  that  he  would  submit 
his  claims  to  no  tribunal,  and  that,  as  me  sole  discoverer,  he  wished  no  reward 
beyond  the  gratitude  of  mankind. 

It  is  well  known  that  an  effort  was  made  in  London,  by  subscription,  for  a 
donation  to  the  discoverer  of  the  effects  of  ether.  By  letters  to  gentlemen  in 
this  country  ftom  friends  in  London,  we  are  informed  that  a  sum,  estimated  at 
d£  10,000,  was  considered  as  secured ;  but  the  controversy  and  doubt  created  by 
Dr.  Jackson's  communications  to  the  French  Academy  caused  it  to  be  aban- 
doned. 

Dr.  Jackson  speaks  of  Dr.  Morton  in  terms  of  great  bitterness.  He  assails 
sih  private  character,  declaring  that  it  is  infamous,  and  that  in  knowledge  and 
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intellect  he  is  an  ignoramus  and  an  imbecSe,  not  only  not  possessed  of  science, 
but  mentally  incapable  of  acquiring  it ;  and  that,  while  administering  his  anaes- 
thetic vapor  to  the  patients  at  the  hospital,  he  was  offensive  to  the  faculty  by 
reason  of  ignorance  and  quackery.  Much  of  his  letter  to  Baron  Von  Hum- 
boldt, which  he  filed  before  the  committee  of  1852  as  his  answer,  for  this  reason 
would  not  be  suffered  to  remain  on  the  files  of  a  court  of  chancery,  but  would 
be  stricken  out  for  scandal  and  impertinence.  Your  committee  utterly  refused, 
as  stated  above,  to  receive  evidence  of  general  character,  or  of  particular  accu- 
sation or  defence  for  or  against  either  of  the  parties  not  relevant  to  the  issue ; 
but  as  the  charges  advanced  by  Dr.  Jackson  against  Dr.  Morton  in  the  letter 
above  must  remain  on  the  files  of  the  House  and  be  printed  with  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  committee,  they  deem  it  but  just  to  say  that  these  charges  are  not 
only  not  supported  by,  but  are  utterly  inconsistent  with,  the  current  proofs  in 
this  case. 

The  evidence  presented  with  Dr.  Wells's  claim  shows  that  dental  operations 
were  in  several  instances  performed  without  pain  by  Dr.  Wells  under  the  in- 
fluence of  nitrous  oxide,  which  had  been  before  known  in  some  cases  to  pro- 
duce a  total  or  partial  asphyxia.  It  appears  also  that  the  vapor  of  sulphuric 
ether  was  thought  of,  discussed,  and  finally  rejected  by  him ;  while  the  total 
abandonment  of  the  use  of  nitrous  oxide,  and  indeed  of  every  other  agent, 
shows  that  Dr.  Wells's  experiments  were,  on  the  whole,  unsuccessful.  He  en- 
gaged in  the  search,  and  failed  to  find  the  object  of  his  pursuit.  He  attempted 
and  endeavored  assiduously  to  carry  out  the  idea  to  practical  results,  but  was 
not  successful.    There  was  great  merit  in  the  effort,  but  it  proved  a  failure. 

Dr.  Wells,  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  is  not  entitled  to  the 
honor  of  the  discovery.  He  stopped  half-way  in  the  pursuit.  He  had  the 
great  idea  of  producing  insensibility  to  pain,  but  he  did  not  verify  it  by  suc- 
cessful experiments.  He  mistook  the  means,  and  he  unfortunately  rejected  the 
true  anaesthetic  agent  as  dangerous  to  life,  and  therefore  did  not  make  the  dis- 
covery and  give  it  to  mankind.  He  did  what  Dr.  Beddoes,  Sir  Humphrey 
Davy,  and  Dr.  Townsend  had  done  about  the  close  of  the  last  century,  but 
nothing  more. 

But  he  had  the  signal  merit  of  reviving  the  investigation,  and,  probably,  of 
hastening  the  discovery.  If  an  idea  connected  with  the  subject  lay  dormant  in 
the  mind  of  any  one,  his  attempt  was  well  calculated  to  awaken  it  into  life. 
When,  in  the  fall  of  1844,  he  made  his  public  attempt,  in  Boston,  to  produce 
anaesthesia  during  a  dental  operation,  by  the  use  of  nitrous  oxide,  if  Dr.  Jack- 
son had  indeed  made  and  perfected  this  discovery,  and  felt  an  abiding  confidence 
in  its  truth,  who  can  doubt  that  he  would  have  availed  himself  of  that  occasion, 
or  have  been  reminded  by  it,  to  make  for  himself  another,  at  an  early  day,  of 
publicly  exhibiting  and  testing  the  true  anaesthetic  agent  ? 

The  question  of  discovery,  which  your  committee  has  thus  endeavored  to  ex- 
amine, was  every  way  proper  to  be  tried  and  settled  by  intelligent  men,  as  a 
jury  of  the  vicinage,  which  was  proposed  by  Dr.  Morton  and  refused  by  Dr. 
Jackson.  But  it  was  finally  tried  by  a  most  appropriate  tribunal,  the  trustees 
of  the  3iassachusetts  General  Hospital,  at  which  the  first  public  exhibition  of 
this  pain-destroying  power  was  made,  and  where  its  effects  were  first  witnessed 
by  an  admiring  audience.  The  question  of  discovery  was  tried  before  these 
men — trustees  of  a  scientific  corporation,  to  whom  Dr.  Jackson  was  well  known 
as  a  distinguished  member  of  the  medical  faculty,  and  to  whom  Dr.  Morton, 
prior  to  the  discovery,  and  the  contest  to  which  it  led,  was  known  only  as  a 
young  man  of  energy  and  enterprise.  And  this  board,  composed  of  men  whose 
names  would  do  honor  to  any  scientific  institution,  presently  after  the  discovery, 
near  the  time  and  at  the  place  where  it  occurred,  gave,  by  a  unanimous  voice, 
its  honor  to  Dr.  Morton.     One  year  after  they  reviewed  their  decision,  at  the 
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request  of  Dr.  Jackson,  and  nnanimonsly  confirmed  it.     In  this  connexion  yonr 
committee  deem  it  proper  to  introduce  a  letter  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of 

State. 

"Washington,  December  20,  1851. 

"  Dear  Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  I  would  say  that, 
having  been  called  on,  on  a  previous  occasion,  to  examine  the  question  of  the 
discovery  of  the  application  of  ether  in  surgical  operations,  I  then  formed  the 
opinion  which  I  have  since  seen  no  reason  to  change,  that  the  merit  of  that 
great  discovery  belonged  to  you,  and  I  had  supposed  that  the  reports  of  the 
trustees  of  the  hospital  and  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  were  conclusive  on  this  point. 

"  The  gentlemen  connected  with  the  hospital  are  well  known  to  me  as  of  the 
highest  character,  and  they  possessed,  at  the  time  of  the  investigation,  every 
facility  for  ascertaining  all  the  facts  in  the  case. 

"  The  committee  of  the  House  were,  I  believe  unanimous  in  awarding  to  you 
the  merit  of  having  made  the  first  practical  application  of  ether,  and  a  majority, 
by  their  report,  awarded  to  you  the  entire  credit  of  the  discovery. 
"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

"  Dr.  W.  T.  G.  Morton." 


Before  this  tribunal  neither  time,  place,  nor  circumstance  permitted  bold  and 
confident  assertion  to  be  mistaken  for  truth.  With  this  award  we  think  Dr. 
Jackson,  Dr.  Wells,  and  the  scientific  world  should  have  been  satisfied.  It  is, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  entitled  to  great  weight.  It  was  the  finty  and 
ought  to  have  been  the  only  contest.  Our  enlightened  system  of  jurisprudence 
forbids,  except  under  extraordinary  circumstances,  a  second  trial  of  questioiu 
qfjact.  It  forbids  it  as  a  guard  against  the  danger  incident  to  repeated  inves- 
tigations, that  truth  will  be  overborne  by  artfully  manufactured  evidence. 

Therefore,  even  if  the  evidence  before  your  committee  rendered  the  question 
of  fact  doubtful,  which  it  does  not,  they  would  hesitate  long  before  they  would 
overrule  the  decision  of  the  trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 

It  is  also  a  subject  of  much  gratification  to 'this  committee  to  be  able  to  concur 
in  the  opinion  of  the  former  committees  of  the  House,  from  whose  very  able 
reports  they  have  extracted  so  largely.  They  did  not,  however,  feel  themselves 
bound  by  either  the  one  or  the  other,  but  gave  the  subject  for  themselves  a  full 
and  careful  consideration.  But  they  are  the  more  satisfied  with  the  conclusions 
to  which  they  have  come  because  of  their  concurrence  with  such  high  and  unex- 
ceptionable authorities. 

Dr.  Jackson  appeals  to  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  at  Paris,  and 
claims  that  that  learned  body  has  decided  the  question  of  discovery  in  his  favor 
by  awarding  him  the  "  Monthyon  prize  for  the  greatest  medical  discovery,"  and 
that  their  decision  ought  to  be  taken  as  final  and  conclusive. 

Your  committee,  for  obvious  reasons,  would  at  once  bow  to  the  decision  of 
that  very  learned  society  (the  centre  and  soul  of  scientific  knowledge  in  Europe) 
as  to  the  fact  of  discovery,  and  that  the  honor  of  the  discovery  belonged  to 
America,  £  ud  also  as  to  its  merit  and  value  among  the  discoveries  of  tlie  age. 
But  on  the  question,  Who  was  the  discoverer  ?  their  decision,  if  they  made  one, 
is  entitled  to  much  less  weight.  They  are  remote  from  the  scene — had  no  means, 
at  an  early  day,  of  possessing  themselves  of  the  evidence — and  we  have  already 
seen  how  the  minds  of  the  members  of  the  academy  were  pre-occupied  by  Dr. 
Jackson's  sealed  letter  of  November  13,  1846,  and  his  letter  of  December  1, 
directing  the  seal  of  the  former  letter  to  be  broken.    The  temporary  secrecy. 
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with  the  form  and  circumstance  of  the  disclosure,  together  with  his  European 
reputation  for  science,  were,  in  the  absence  of  any  conflicting  evidence  or  claim, 
well  calculated  to  make  a  first  impression  in  his  favor. 

But  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  at  Paris  did  not,  as  it  appears,  award 
to  Dr.  Jackson  the  honor  of  the  discovery,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  by 
awarding  him  "  the  Monthyon  prize  for  the  greatest  medical  discaoery.*^  Your 
committee  have  inspected  the  official  awardments  exhibited  by  the  parties,  and 
find  that  the  award  to  Dr.  Jackson  was  "  one  of  the  prizes  of  medicine  and 
surgery  of  the  Monthyon  foundation."  And  M.  Alexander  Vattemare,  in  his 
letter  to  Dr.  Morton,  gives  an  extract  firom  the  formal  decision  made  by  that 
learned  body,  "  between  these  two  celebrated  contestants,"  as  follows  : 

"  Mr.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Morton  were  necessary  to  each  other.  Without  the 
earnestness,  the  preconceived  idea,  the  courage,  not  to  say  the  audacity  of  the 
latter,  the  fact  observed  by  Mr.  Jackson  might  have  long  remained  unapplied  ; 
and  but  for  the  fact  observed  by  Mr.  Jackson,  the  idea  of  Mr.  Morton  might  per- 
haps have  been  sterile  and  ineftectual  "  "  Consequently,  (he  proceeds,)  there  has 
been  awarded  a  prize  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  francs  to  Mr.  Jackson  for 
his  observations  and  experiments  upon  the  anaesthetic  effects  of  sulphuric  ether, 
and  another  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  francs  likewise  to  Mr.  Morton,  for 
having  introduced  the  method  in  surgical  practice  after  the  indications  of  Mr. 
Jackson." 

Dr.  Morton  has,  within  a  few  days,  received  the  expression  of  the  academy  in 
the  more  acceptable  form  of  their  largest  gold  medal.  The  prize  awarded  to 
him,  as  above  stated,  being  of  an  amount  not  absorbed  by  the  medal,  has  been 
appropriately  used  in  enclosing  it  in  a  suitable  golden  frame.  On  the  one  side 
of  the  medal,  in  addition  to  the  name  of  the  institute,  is  a  medallion  head  of  the 
Goddess  of  Liberty.  On  the  reverse,  surrounded  by  a  wreath  of  laurel,  is  en- 
graved— 

"  Academic  des  Sciences.  Prix  Monthyon,  Medicine  et  Chirurgie,  Concours 
de  1847  et  1848.     Wm.  T.  G.  Morton,  1850." 

Upon  a  full  examination  of  the  whole  case  so  far  aA  time  and  means  were 
afforded  to  your  committee,  they  have  come  to  the  conclusion : 

1st.  That  Dr.  Horace  Wells  did  not  make  any  discovery  of  the  anaesthetic 
properties  of  the  vapor  of  sulphuric  ether,  which  he  himself  considered  reliable, 
and  which  he  thought  proper  to  give  to  the  world.  That  his  experiments  were 
confined  to  nitrous  oxide,  but  did  not  show  it  to  be  an  efficient  and  reliable 
ansBsthetic  agent,  proper  to  be  used  in  surgical  operations  and  in  obstetrical  cases. 

For  the  rest  your  committee  have  come  to  the  same  conclusions  that  were 
arrived  at  by  the  trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  at  their  meet- 
ing in  January,  1848,  and  reconsidered  and  confirmed  in  1849,  and  adopted  by 
the  former  committee  of  the  House,  viz  : 

2d.  That  Doctor  Jackson  does  not  appear  at  any  time  to  have  made  any  dis- 
covery in  regard  to  ether  which  was  not  in  print  in  Great  Britain  some  years 
before. 

3d.  That  Doctor  Morton,  in  1846,  discovered  the  facts  before  unknown,  that 
ether  would  prevent  the  pain  of  surgical  operations,  and  that  it  might  be  given 
in  sufficient  quantity  to  effect  this  purpose,  without  danger  to  life.  He  first 
established  these  facts  by  numerous  operations  on  teeth,  and  afterwards  induced 
the  surgeons  of  the  hospital  to  demonstrate  its  general  applicability  and  import- 
ance in  capital  operations. 

4th.  That  Doctor  Jackson  appears  to  have  had  the  belief  that  a  power  in 
ether  to  prevent  pain  in  dental  operations  would  be  discovered.  He  advised 
various  persons  to  attempt  the  discovery,  but  neither  they  nor  he  took  any 
measures  to  that  end,  and  the  world  remained  in  entire  ignorance  of  both  the 
power  and  safety  of  ether  until  Doctor  Morton  made  his  experiments.  3oq1p 
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5th.  That  the  whole  agency  of  Doctor  Jackson  in  the  matter  appears  to  con* 
sist  only  in  his  having  made  certain  saegestions,  which  aided  Doctor  Morton  to 
make  the  discovery — a  discovery  which  had  for  some  time  been  the  object  of 
his  labors  and  researches. 

Though  it  was  bat  *'  a  single  step,  and  that  a  short  one/'  from  the  daily  walks 
of  science  to  this  great  discovery,  yet  the  scientific  world  admits  that  the  step 
was  never  taken  prior  to  the  30th  of  September,  1846;  and  the  discovery,  when 
in  fact  made,  was  instantly  appreciated  and  hailed  by  the  surgical  profession 
with  the  most  exalted  enthusiasm,  almost  with  shouts  of  rapture.  The  com- 
mittee have  thought  proper  to  annex  the  following  extracts  from  the  records  of 
the  Patent  Office : 

**  I  have  therefore,  in  consideration  of  one  dollar,  to  me  in  hand  paid,  the 
receipt  whereof  I  do  hereby  acknowledge,  assigned,  set  over,  and  conveyed,  and 
by  these  presents  do  assign,  set  over,  and  convey  to  the  said  Morton  and  his 
legal  representatives,  all  the  right,  title,  and  interest  whatever  which  I  pos- 
sessed in  the  said  invention  or  discovery,  a  specification  of  which  I  have  this 
day  signed  and  executed  in  conjunction  with  him,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
him  to  procure  a  patent  thereon. 

"  And  I  do  hereby  request  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  to  issue  the  patent 
to  the  said  Morton  in  his  name,  and  as  my  assignee  or  legal  representative,  to 
the  extent  of  all  my  right,  title,  and  interest  whatever  in  the  said  invention  or 
discovery. 

"  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereto  set  my  signature  and  affixed  my  seal 
this  twenty-seventh  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six. 

.   "CHAJILES  T.  JACKSON. 

"Witness:  R.  H.  Eddy." 

Your  committee  cannot  better  conclude  their  report  than  by  introducing  the 
following  extract  from  "ether  and  chloroform,'*  by  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  professor 
of  surgery  in  the  Massachusetts  Medical  College,  a  member  of  the  American 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  the  Boston  Society  of  Medical  Improvement, 
an  honorary  member  of  the  Anatomical  Society  of  Paris,  corresponding  member 
of  Biological  S»>ciety  of  Paris,  and  others : 

"An  impartial  consideration  of  the  question,  *Who  was  the  discoverer  of 
ether  insensibility  to  the  pain  of  surgical  operations?'  will  be  best  attained  by  a 
previous  consideration  of  the  abstract  question  of  discovery;  reserving  for  its 
conclusion  a  special  application  of  thfe  principles  illustrated  by  it  to  this  special 
subject. 

"Why  was  the  discovery  not  made  before?  Why  did  no  one  discern  the 
value  of  the  exhilarating  agent  which  had  attracted  the  attention  of  so  many! 

"  Because  the  human  mind  is  fettered  by  long  custom.  It  runs  in  the  chan- 
nels of  routine.  First  diverted  from  its  course  by  some  little  obstacle,  its  current 
swells  and  deepens,  bearing  down  solid  opposition  that  it  may  roll  tranquilly  in 
its  distorted  bed.  Watch  the  tide  of  human  footsteps,  guided  by  the  mind  of 
successive  generations.  The  pathway  turns  here  and  there  to  avoid  some  little 
inequality,  and  the  old  man  and  the  child  follow  the  winding  track.  Mind  fol- 
lows where  mind  has  been  Few  turn  aside  to  analyze  the  difficidties  which 
discouraged  others.  That  a  thing  has  not  been,  is,  to  most  men,  perhaps  justly, 
a  reason  why  it  will  not  be ;  and  here  is  the  office  of  philosophic  incredulity 
which  doubts  the  track  of  custom. 

"  It  is  quite  obvious  that  such  incredulity  may  emanate  from  widely  differing 
sources.  It  often  grows  out  of  depth  and  originality  of  intellect;  of  capacity 
which  takes  a  wide  and  general  view,  discovering  imperfection  in  mode  or  in 
material. 

"  On  the  other  hand,  a&  he  who  is  ignorant  of  a  path  may  make  theishortcst 
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route  from  point  to  point,  bo  one  who  is  not  familiar  with  the  erroneons  conclu- 
sions of  previous  knowledge  may  first  trace  a  true  result.  In  such  a  case  igno- 
rance of  error  is  an  accidental  vantage  ground^  which  places  its  man  considerably 
nearer  truth  thlin  that  occupied  by  prejudice  based  upon  error. 

**  I  hold  tliat  such  incredulity,  whether  of  knowledge  or  of  ignorance,  is  likely 
to  indicate  a  philosophic  mind.  It  proposes  to  think  for  itself.  Its  experience 
of  the  world  has  shown  it  that  the  world  may  be  wrong.  Its  experience  of  its 
own  abilities  has  taught  it  to  respect  itself.  For  example,  Whitney  was  said  to 
form  his  decisions,  not  after  the  model  of  common  opinion,  but  by  his  own  nice- 
ly-balanced judgment.  Perhaps  in  some  details,  humble  though  they  be,  such  a 
mind  has  seen  the  defect  of  others'  judgment,  and  has  had  cause  to  prefer  its 
own  results ;  and,  thus  instructed,  turns  to  a  new  subject,  determined  to  win  its 
own  experience,  to  make  its  own  investigation. 

"  Such  incredulity,  brought  to  bear  upon  an  extended  system,  especially  in 
the  inexact  sciences,  is  justly  viewed  with  suspicion ;  and  the  reformer  in  poli- 
tics, in  the  social  system  or  in  medical  science,  meets  no  enthusiastic  greeting. 
A  little  zeal,  with  a  little  error  .of  premises  or  of  reasoning,  may  then  make  the 
reformer  dangerous.  Here  the  experimenfum  cntcis  cannot  easily  be  tried,  either 
from  the  number  of  elements  in  the  problem,  from  the  length  of  time  required, 
or  from  the  magnitude  of  the  interests  at  stake;  and  the  world,  therefore,  very 
justly  maintains  a  degree  of  conservatism  and  immobility  in  its  moral,  social, 
and  political  relations. 

"  in  the  exact  physical  sciences  the  tenets  of  a  reformer  may  be  easily  tested. 
Here  the  logician  easily  supplies  himself  with  facts.  The  result  of  single  and 
brief  experiments,  made  at  will,  can  admit  of  little  doubt.  Even  in  the  obscurer 
parts  of  medicine,  where  the  material  and  immaterial  influences  are  numerous 
and  sometimes  inappreciable,  every  honest  and  logical  mind  must,  upon  points 
of  importance,  arrive  at  one  and  the  same  result.  No  danger  can  result  from 
incredulity  in  medical  science.  On  the  contrary,  in  view  of  the  errors  of  fact 
which  grow  out  of  want  of  time  or  qualification  on  the  part  of  observers,  or  the 
intrinsic  difficulties  of  the  science,  a  healthy  and  vigilant  scepticism  of  recorded 
facts,  whether  in  diagnosis  or  in  therapeutics,  is  one  of  the  essential  methods  of 
its  advancement. 

"  It  is  quite  obvious  that  such  incredulity,  such  distrust  of  recognized  au- 
thority, occupies  a  merely  negative  position.  It  is  a  quality  which  adapts  its 
possessor  for  the  reception  of  new  light,  from  which  the  act  of  invention  may 
emanate ;  but  that  such  act  should  in  reality  occur  certain  active  faculties  are 
requisite.  Positive  inventive  talent  is  required,  the  nature  of  which  I  shall  at- 
tempt to  show.  But  let  it  be  remembered  that  there  is  a  partial  substitute  for 
talent.  Il;  has  heen  said  that  the  difference  between  men  lies  more  in  their 
power  of  application  than  in  this  quality.  Great  application,  resulting  from 
strong  stimulus,  will  be  readily  allowed  to  bring  about  results  much  like  those 
of  talent.  At  any  rate  it  is  more  nearly  allied  to  the  untiring  zeal  and  stem 
energy  which  recognizes  no  obstruction  to  its  march.  It  is  well  known  that 
this  unyielding  perseverance  has  characterized  a  large  proportion  of  inventors ; 
it  has  animated  them  in  fiEulure  and  nerved  them  through  adversity.  Of  Whit- 
ney, whose  cottin  gin,  even  fifteen  years  ago,  was  said  to  be  demonstrably  worth 
8100,000,000  to  the  United  States,  it  was  said,  *  of  all  my  experience  in  the 
thorny  profession  of  the  law  I  never  saw  a  case  of  such  perseverance  under 
such  persecution.  Even  now,  after  thirty  years,  my  head  aches  to  recollect  his 
narratives  of  new  trials,  fresh  disappointment,  and  accumulated  wrongs.'  Ful- 
ton's energy  was  marvellous.  His  experimental  boat  was  completed,  after  in- 
conceivable difficulties,  in  the  spring  of  1803,  when  a  messenger  announced  that 
the  <  boat  had  broken  in  pieces  and  gone  to  the  bottom.'  After  a  momentaiy 
despondency,  which  till  then  he  had  never  felt,  and  without  returning  to  his 
lodging,  without  rest  or  refreshment,  he  labored  with  his  own  hands  to  raise  her 
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during  twenty-foar  boars  incessantly.  To  tUs  impmdence  he  attributed  much 
of  his  subsequent  bad  health.  The  boat  was  almost  entirely  rebuilt,  and  was 
again  completed  in  July.  I  take  Fulton,  Whitney,  and  Arkwright  as  types  of 
the  mechanical  inventor.  They  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree  the  inventive 
talent ;  but  this  did  not  predominate  over  determination  and  perseverance,  as 
not  unfrequently  happens  when  such  talent  is  exaggerated.  Of  Whitney's 
power  of  invention  it  was  said,  *  it  never  ran  wild ;  it  accomplished,  without 
exception,  all  that  he  ever  asked  of  it,  and  no  more.  I  emphasize  this  la«t  ex- 
pression from  having  in  mind  the  cajse  of  a  man  whose  inventive  power  ap- 
peared to  be  more  fertile  even  than  Whitney's  ;  but  he  had  it  under  no  control. 
When  he  had  imagined  and  half  executed  one  fine  thing  he  darted  off  to  an- 
other, and  he  perfected  nothing.     Whitney  perfected  all  he  attempted.' 

"  Such  energy,  vital  to  the  existence  of  most  discoveries,  may  grow  out  of 
either  the  inventor's  sense  of  necessity  or  his  conviction  of  the  possibility  of 
reaching  his  object.  And  the  last  is  another  agent,  mysterious  to  many,  which 
is  allied  to  the  incredulity  before  alluded  to,  and  which  eminently  characterizes 
the  inventor's  mind.  It  may  be  defined  as  a  belief  in  the  possibility  or  cer- 
tainty of  producing  a  result  attained  by  the  more  active  perception  and  reflec- 
tion of  the  inventor's  mind,  by  a  series  of  processes  which  he  may  be,  and  often 
is,  totally  unable  to  impart.  He  is  often,  in  consequence,  considered  as  unsound 
or  unwise,  for,  as  far  as  the  subject  in  hand  is  concerned,  the  inventor  is  actually 
ahead  of  the  world.  His  faculties  may  not  be  recognized  as  stronger,  his  char- 
acter more  forcible,  his  intellectual  range  broader,  nor  his  knowledge  of  expe- 
rience greater  than  those  of  other  men,  yet  for  the  narrow  point  at  issue  he  is 
more  competent  than  any  other.  His  perceptions  are  stimiilated  and  brought 
to  a  focus,  and  his  energy  is  hot.  He  may  actually  become  a  better  instrument 
for  a  special  purpose  than  another  whose  intellectual  mechanism  is  far  more 
complicated.  Franklin,  in  an  essay  before  the  American  Philosophical  Society, 
gave  a  drawing  of  a  water-wheel,  accompanied  by  a  demonstration,  conclusive, 
as  he  supposed,  that  such  wheels  could  not  be  used  to  advantage  in  propelling 
steamboats.  He  proposed  a  jet  from  the  stem.  Fulton  proved  that  among  aU 
methods  proposed  the  jet  was  the  worst,  and  the  wheel  the  best.  Fulton  was 
right,  and  not  Franklin. 

"  The  power  of  remodelling  old  forms,  of  abbreviating  method,  of  devising 
and  economizing  force  for  the  passage  of  trodden  or  untrodden  paths,  appears  to 
me  essentially  the  same  in  most  of  the  vocations  of  the  human  mind.  Super- 
added to  it  may  be  a  taste  or  a  talent  for  the  combinations  of  mechanical  or 
other  force,  or  for  the  complicated  details  of  number  and  of  space,  or  for  any 
other  of  the  fields  of  science.  But  how  often  is  a  mind  simultaneously  given 
to  various  inventive  fields,  exhibiting  its  powers  in  various  directions,  and  intui- 
tively recognized  and  stigmatized  by  the  world  as  having  a  genius  which  inca- 
pacitates it  for  the  daily  routine  of  life.  And  how  many,  like  Newton  or 
Franklin,  who  added  the  element  of  perseverance  to  this  genius,  have  been  dis- 
tinguished for  a  versatility  of  talent,  manifesting  itself  each  year  in  a  new  field, 
and  exhibiting  in  each  its  peculiar  trait.  Franklin  was  a  reformer,  Fulton  a 
warm  advocate  of  the  principles  of  free  trade,  while  Whitney,  in  his  college 
compositions,  and  in  the  words  of  his  biographer,  '  with  a  spirit  somewhat  pro- 
phetical, anticipated  the  decline  and  overthrow  of  all  arbitrary  governments, 
and  the  substitution  in  their  place  of  a  purely  representative  system  like  our 
own.' 

'*  The  inventor  invents  or  devises  the  means  to  attain  his  ends.  He  is, 
therefore,  most  likely,  other  things  being  equal,  to  be  a  discoverer,  because  he 
will  best  devise  the  instruments,  material  or  abstract,  to  cross-examine  nature, 
and  discover  abstract  truth.  Yet  it  often  happens  that  an  inventive  talent  con- 
fines itself  to  the  exposition  of  mechanical  truths  oi  limited  application;  not 
demonstrating  large  and  suggestive  laws  in  science,  but  settling  limited  ques- 
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tions  of  expediency  in  art ;  or  making  combinations,  as  Newton  did  his  watchr 
for  the  intellectual  pleasure  of  it. 

"  Such  mechanical  talent  as  that  of  Fulton  and  Whitney,  and  hosts  of  others, 
whose  names  are  or  are  not  attached  to  great  inventions  and  discoveries,  is  not 
the  less  because  it  remained  circumscribed  by  the  field  of  mechanical  force  ta 
which  it  first  addressed  itself.  The  modifications  of  mechanical  force  do  in  fact 
afford  an  ample  field  to  such  intellect.  But  give  opportunity  to  such  men  a» 
Fulton,  or  to  a  thousand  nameless  artisans,  whose  talent  is  valued  at  more  than 
gold  by  those  who  convert  such  knowledge  into  money ;  find  some  way  of  de- 
tecting this  humble  genius,  and  give  to  it  the  opportunity  for  education  in  science 
and  unmerchantable  truth,  which  may  take  the  place  of  natural  strong  taste  for 
it,  and  the  combination  of  the  inventive  talent  with  the  scientific  knowledge 
would  yield  the  true  philosopher.  Newton  built  a  watch,  and,  having  a  rare 
genius  for  arithmetic  computation,  discovered  the  law  of  gravitation. 

"  It  is  difficult  to  overestimate  this  talent  for  expedients  and  resources.  What 
is  American  ingenuity  ?  It  is  this  great  talent  seeking  a  field  in  mechanical 
combinations  in  a  country  where  opportunities  for  scientific  knowledge  have  been 
hitherto  comparatively  rare.  The  elements  of  American  ingenuity  constitute  the 
perception,  the  discrimination,  and  the  resources  of  the  American  people. 

••  The  true  power  of  originating,  wherever  manifested,  is  the  combined  result 
of  a  power  of  analysis  and  a  power  of  combination — ^the  former  enabling  the 
inventor  to  discover  the  differences  between  the  elements  of  existing  combina- 
tions, to  detect  the  influence  of  each,  and  to  reject  the  useless ;  while  the  latter 
perceives  the  relations  of  new  elements  to  the  problem,  and  invokes  their  agency 
in  the  new  combinations.  The  intellectual  philosopher  may  justly  recognize  in 
these  faculties  the  agency  both  of  powerful  judgment  and  of  the  imaginative 
quality ;  both  brought  to  bear  upon  a  range  of  subjects  with  which  their  pos- 
sessor is  familiar. 

"  It  has  been  conceded  that  this  talent  is  peculiar — often  an  uncultivated  gift, 
brought  to  bear  upon  some  narrow  range  of  material,  by  those  whose  general 
knowledge  does  not  testify  to  their  industry  or  opportunities,  or  whose  intellec- 
tual calibre  and  general  range  does  not  at  all  comport  with  this  local  develop- 
ment of  talent  in  the  direction  to  which  taste  has  guided  it. 

"  On  the  other  hand,  many  discoveries  important  to  the  world  owe  little  to 
this  peculiar  talent.  They  depend  upon  a  fortunate  or  accidental  succession  of 
events,  encircling  a  comparatively  moderate  ability ;  and  then  the  magnitude 
of  the  invention  may  be  much  out  of  proportion  to  the  degree  of  the  inventive 
faculty.  The  invention  of  printing,  perhaps  the  greatest  in  the  scale  of  social 
importance,  was  but  a  division  of  the  Boman  printing  block.  Gunpowder, 
which  happens  to  abbreviate  warfare,  was  an  unpremeditated  invention.  The 
discovery  of  Jenner  has  been  attributed — I,  to  his  talents ;  2,  to  his  educa- 
tion under  Hunter ;  3,  to  his  situation  in  the  vale  of  Gloucestershire. 

"  I  would  not  abate  a  leaf  of  the  laurel  to  which  the  discoverer  has  an  un- 
disputed right,  and  I  shall  presently  indicate  another  quality,  different  from  the 
inventive  talent,  which  ranks  high  in  intellect,  and  often  compensates  a  dis- 
coverer for  this  talent.  I  wish  here  to  show  that  a  discovery  pf  great  practical 
importance  may  result  in  part  from  good  fortune,  from  the  first  occupation  of  a 
ground,  from  perseverance  in  a  particular  direction,  or  from  some  other  adven- 
titious circumstance ;  that  its  magnitude  and  importance  may  be  out  of  propor- 
tion to  the  character  of  the  intellectual  processes  invested  in  it ;  and  that  it  has 
happened  that  a  discovery  of  immense  practical  importance  to  the  human  race, 
with  good  fortune  to  aid  it,  has  involved  but  an  inconsiderable  intellectual  pang 
in  its  creation,  and,  in  consequence,  that  any  a  priori  reasoning  upon  the  mode 
of  its  creation  has  very  little  connexion  with  what  may  well  be  a  question  of 
pure  fact. 

"  Having  thus  considered  the  intellectual  qualities  concerned  in  the  invention, 
Rep.  Com.  SO 1 1  ^^'^^^^  ^^ <^^^ 
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I  pass  to  the  progress  of  the  invention  itself,  and  to  a  consideration  of  its  suc- 
cessive steps.  These  consist,  first,  of  the  suggestion,  and,  second,  of  the  gene- 
ralization. 

"  Perhaps  the  most  fertile  source  of  error  in  the  history  of  invention  grows 
out  of  a  misappreciation  of  these  two  stages  of  discovery.  Yet  they  can  he 
shown  to  differ  widely,  both  in  their  character  and  in  the  credit  they  deserve. 

"  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  unless  invention  be  a  result  of  pure  accident, 
suggestion  always  precedes  it.  It  has  been  often  distinctly  recorded,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  greater  inventions  and  discoveries.  Thus  the  vertical  spindles 
of  an  overturned  spinning-wheel,  suggested  the  jenny  to  Hargreaves.  Iron- 
rolling  suggested  the  drawing  of  cotton  by  rollers  to  Arkwright,  who  thus  re- 
invented the  machine,  (ignorant  of  Wyatt's  previous  invention  ;)  the  valves  of 
Fabricius,  the  circulation  of  the  blood ;  and  so  on. 

"  In  such  cases  the  inventor  or  discoverer  abstracted  from  the  individual  in- 
stance some  inherent  element  the  applicability  of  which  to  other  instances  he 
alone  saw.  Hargreaves  saw  the  value  of  a  vertical  position  to  spindles ;  New- 
ton, of  the  force  which  attracted  the  apple;  Harvey,  of  the  idea  that  venous 
blood  could  run  in  only  one  direction;  and  they  generalized  this  element  in  re- 
applying it. 

••  It  does  not  modify  the  truth  of  this  proposition  that  the  first  suggestion  or 
experiment  should  yield  a  new  result ;  that  instead  of  a  falling  apple,  it  should 
be  the  contraction  of  a  frog's  leg,  or  an  unpremediated  pustule  on  the  hand  of  a 
Gloucestershire  milkmaid.  Such  facts  were  still  suggestions  and  not  discoveries, 
and  were  new  only  in  the  aspect  they  received  from  the  mind  whose  key-note 
they  struck — new  because  attention  )vas  then  first  drawn  to  them  in  a  new  rela- 
tion, and  not  new  in  their  actual  occurrence. 

"And  the  suggestion  varies  in  its  suggestive  power,  both  from  its  own  character 
and  from  that  of  the  mind  it  works  upon.  The  apple  fell,  and  Newton  alone 
abstracted  a  principle  in  behalf  of  the  moon.  Horace  Wells  says,  and  I  believe 
first,  *  Reasoning  from  analogy,  I  was  led  to  believe  that  surgical  operations  might 
be  performed  without  pain,  by  the  fact  that  an  individual,  when  much  excited 
from  ordinary  causes,  may  receive  severe  wounds  without  manifesting  the  least 
pain ;  as,  for  instance,  the  man  who  is  engaged  in  combat  may  have  a  limb 
severed  from  his  body,  after  which  he  testifies  that  it  was  attended  with  no  pain 
at  the  time.  And  so  the  man  who  is  intoxicated  with  spirituous  liquor  may  be 
treated  severely  without  his  manifesting  pain.  •  •  •  By  these  facts  I  was 
led  to  inquire  if  the  same  result  would  not  follow  by  the  inhalation  of  some  ex- 
hilarating gas.'  And  it  is  well  known  that  he  tried  the  experiment,  with  vari- 
ous results,  upon  himsejf  and  others,  in  November,  1844.  And  yet  the  philoso- 
pher Seneca  makes  the  remarkable  observation :  'That  which  presses  hard  upon 
you,  and  is  very  urgent,  if  you  begin  to  withdraw  yourself  will  certainly  pursue 
you  and  fall  heavier.  If,  on  the  contrary,  you  stand  your  ground  and  seem  re- 
solved upon  opposition,  you  will  drive  it  from  you.  How  many  strokes  do 
boxers  receive  on  the  face  and  whole  body !  Yet  a  thirst  of  glory  makes  them 
regardless  of  pain.' 

"  To  Seneca  it  suggested  nothing,  but  to  Wells  a  principle. 

"  A  suggestion  derived  from  one  or  two  instances  becomes  an  invention  only 
when  its  important  element  is  abstracted  and  actually  reapplied;  and  it  will  be 
soon  seen  that  the  abstraction  itself,  the  supposition,  the  theory,  without  this 
actual  reap  plication,  amounts  to  nothing;  and  that  for  every  actual  and  success- 
ful reapplication  of  a  newly  appreciated  phenomenon  there  have  been  innumei^ 
able  claims  from  those  who  suspected  that  such  reapplication  might  be  made, 
but  did  not  actually  make  it;  who  mistook  a  single  truth  for  a  universal  truth; 
suspicion  for  certainty ;  theory  for  fact. 

"  It  will  be  found,  by  reference  to  the  histories  of  discoveries,  that  the  sug- 
gestion and  generalization  have  occurred  almost  invariably  in  the  experience  of 
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one  and  the  same  individual.  Though  it  is  quite  possible  to  conceive  that  while 
the  suggestion  occurred  to  one  individual,  he  might  transfer  it  for  generalization 
to  another  individual,  yet  I  am  unable  to  find  any  instance  in  which  this  has 
occurred.  On  the  contrary,  the  suspicion — the  groundwork  of  the  hypothesis — 
has  generally  stimulated  and  goaded  the  possessor,  until  he  was  able  to  convert 
it  into  fact.  The  suspicion  has  been  then  established,  or,  much  more  frequently, 
has  not  been  established.  It  has  proved  erroneous  ;  hope  has  not  been  realized, 
and  the  discovery  has  turned  out  to  be  no  discovery.  Watt,  whose  name  is 
identified  with  the  history  of  steam,  and  the  soundness  of  whose  practical  views 
no  one  will  dispute,  speaks  of  'the  cast  of  a  die.  For,'  says  he,  'in  that  light 
I  look  upon  every  project  that  has  not  received  the  sanction  of  repeated  success' 

"  This  transfer  of  a  suggestion,  a  theory,  unconfirmed  by  fact,  or  relying  upon 
one  or  two  facts  alone,  is,  as  I  have  said,  quite  possible.  It  would  then  have 
the  character  of  a  ticket  in  a  lottery  which  should  be  thus  transferred,  with 
which  the  recipient  may  draw  a  prize,  but  which  is  far  more  likely  to  turn  up  a 
blank.  / 

"  But  especially  in  great  discoveries,  the  theory  has  not  been  thus  made  over 
to  a  second  party.  The  perceptions  of  the  inventor,  keen  upon  this  point,  have 
enabled  him  to  discern  its  value,  and  he  has  allowed  himself  no  rest,  no  interval, 
in  the  steady  prosecution  of  his  task. 

"  I  have  alluded  to  a  second  quality  which  contributes  to  discovery.  The 
inventive  talent  lies  at  one  end  of  the  intellectual  vibrations.  At  the  other  ex- 
treme is  a  high  quality  which  elaborates  another  element,  while  the  invention 
itself  is  the  electric  flash  which  results  from  the  contact  oif  the  two. 

"Here  let  me  do  ample  justice  to  the  mind  of  Jenner,  which  I  do  not  find  to 
have  been  especially  cnaracterized  in  his  biography  by  the  inventive  genius. 
It  did  possess,  as  a  equivalent,  the  power  of  appreciating  the  importance  of  a 
discovery ;  and  it  was  in  this  power,  and  in  the  perseverance  that  resulted  from 
it,  and  indicated  it,  that  I  recognize  his  chief  merit.  Jenner  comprehended  that 
vaccination  would  considerably  prolong  the  average  of  human  existence.  A 
breadth  of  view,  a  simultaneous  consideration  of  many  circumstances,  with 
ability  to  reason  justly  upon  them ;  in  short,  a  very  clear  conception  of  the 
whole  subject,  could  alone  afford  the  notion  of  importance  or  necessity  which 
was  to  become  the  stimulus  and  proximate  cause  of  the  discovery.  Few  minds 
are  capable  of  becoming  so  imbued  with  the  importance  of  a  merely  possible 
result,  as  to  permit  it  to  divert  the  cunent  of  daily  life.  Such  men  are  pointed 
at  as  having  one  idea ;  their  wisdom  is*  questioned ;  they  are  the  butt  of  ridicule. 
And  when  the  result  demonstrates  the  accuracy  of  their  convictions,  we  may 
fairly  bow  at  once  to  their  discernment  and  understanding,  whether  it  detected 
a  possibility  or  comprehended  a  necessity  which  others  overlooked. 

"  At  this  point  let  us  pause  to  make  a  distinction  of  cardinal  importance.  We 
have  hitherto  considered  the  qualities  of  the  inventor's  mind,  and  the  successive 
steps  of  the  process  by  which  it  accomplishes  its  end.  Another  element  now 
complicates  the  problem.  The  invention  is  to  go  forth  to  the  world,  and  to 
establish  certain  relations  between  the  world  and  the  discoverer. 

"  Up  to  this  point  it  is  quite  obvious  that  an  invention  may  be  made ;  that  it 
may  grow  from  an  original  hint  into  a  theory,  which  again  may  be  confirmed 
beyond  a  doubt  by  the  test  of  repeated  experiment,  and  yet  that  the  whole  pro- 
cess may  be  confined  to  the  inventor's  mind — to  his  own  cognizance.  So  long 
as  he  thus  retains  it  for  his  own  benefit  or  for  that  of  a  few  friends,  does  the 
world  stand  in  his  debt  ?  Clearly  not.  The  demonstration  of  the  world  to  an 
inventor  is  a  demonstration  of  gratitude  and  honor — ^gratitude  for  the  donation 
of  a  great  invention,  honor  to  intellectual  ability.  To  the  latter  it  is  conceded 
in  the  case  of  certain  astronomical  discoveries,  for  example,  not  immediately 
concerned  in  the  direct  welfisure  of  mankind,  but  the  product  of  vast  and  recog 
nized  intellectual  power.  / 
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"  But  when  a  discovery  becomes  great,  not  from  the  character  of  the  intellect 
invested  in  it,  but  from  its  immediate  applicability  to  the  amelioration  of  the 
condittion  of  humanity,  then  the  gratitude  and  honor  conceded  by  the  world  is 
a  mere  equivalent  for  value  received.  The  world  will  not  concede  this  gratitude 
until  they  have  received  the  value.  They  will  only  concede  it  to  the  source 
through  which  they  receive  it,  and  they  will  examine  very  closely  the  claims  of 
those  who  may  claim  fo  have  acted  as  agents  in  the  matter. 

"  To  investigate  this  last  position  farther :  The  world  is  to  bestow  a  large 
reward  in  honor  and  in  gratitude,  but  requires  indisputable  evidence  of  merit 
on  the  part  of  the  recipient.  It  is  prejudiced  against  ex  poft  facto  claims, 
because  it  naturally  argues,  first,  that  one  who  had  made  the  invention,  and 
appreciated  it,  would,  in  anticipation  of  this  honor,  grateful  to  all  men,  have 
published  his  invention  when  he  made  it ;  and  secondly,  that  although  such  ex 
post  facto  claimant  be  a  real  inventor,  yet  he  is  so  only  in  relation  to  himself, 
or  those  with  whom  he  has  communicated ;  and  as  he  either  could  not,  or  did 
not,  make  the  world  at  large  feel  the  full  value  of  it,  so  they  owe  him  nothing. 
Such  is  ample  reason  for  the  world's  prejudice  against  such  claims. 

"  This  suspicion  of  inventors,  who  do  not  appear  until  after  the  world  has 
been  made  to  recognize  a  discovery,  is  also  justified  by  the  remarkable  fact  that 
hardly  an  invention  of  importance  was  ever  made  known  that  it  was  not  at 
once  claimed,  often  simultaneously,  from  a  variety  of  sources.  It  is  perfectly 
natural  that  it  should  be  thus  claimed.  The  world,  whether  in  science  or  in 
art,  is  built  up  to  a  certain  point  by  the  easy  and  wide  transmission  of  knowl- 
edge, and  upon  this  elevation  stand  a  multitude  of  philosophers,  engaged,  often, 
in  identical  researches,  and  who  will  be  possessed  of  much  information  upon  the 
subject  to  which  a  discoverer  first  gives  utterance.  The  world  is  then  liable  for 
a  short  time  to  confound  their  claims,  to  confuse  the  perfect  with  the  imperfect 
knowledge;  the  incomplete  result  of  few  facts  with  the  complete  demonstration 
from  many ;  the  unproved  with  the  indisputable ;  theory  with  fact.  But  the 
law  of  the  land  has  left  no  doubt  upon  this  point.  Before  ceding  a  patent  it 
first  identifies  a  discoverer.  Here  is  an  opinion  from  the  clear  head  of  Judge 
Story  :  "  He  is  the  first  inventor  in  the  sense  of  the  act,  and  entitled  to  a  patent 
for  his  invention,  who  has  first  perfected  and  adapted  the  same  to  use ;  and 
until  it  is  so  perfected  and  adapted  to  use,  it  is  not  patentable.  An  imperfect 
and  incomplete  invention,  resting  in  mere  theory,  or  in  intellectual  notion,  or  in 
uncertain  experiments,  and  not  actually  reduced  to  practice,  is  not  and  cannot 
be  patentable  under  our  patent  acts.  In  a  race  of  diligence  between  two  inde- 
pendent inventors,  he  who  first  reduces  his  invention  to  a  fixed,  positive,  and 
practical  form  would  seem  to  be  entitled  to  a  priority  of  right  to  a  patent 
therefor.' 

"  And  the  actual  history  of  discovery  and  invention  is  conclusive  upon  these 
points.  The  world,  if  it  has  doubted  awhile,  has  always  been  right  in  the  end. 
The  man  who  has  first  generalized  the  proposition,  aud  first  made  the  world 
allow  that  it  was  thus  generalized,  has  been  the  inventor. 

"  About  1750  one  Sultzer  published  an  account  of  the  peculiar  tast*  arising 
from  the  contact  of  bits  of  silver  and  of  lead  with  the  tongue.  Forty 
years  after,  Galvani  brought  metals  in  contact  with  a  frog's  leg.  In  each  case 
a  hint  was  received.  Sultzer  published  it,  but  the  world  were  not  impressed 
with  its  importance.  Galvani  pursued  the  hint  with  numerous  experiments ; 
demonstrated  that  the  phenomena  resulted  from  a  new  modification  of  abstract 
force;  compelled  the  world  to  recognize  it,  and  was  the  discoverer. 

"  The  young  countrywoman  at  Sodbury  said  of  small-pox,  I  cannot  take  that 
disease,  for  I  have  had  cow-pox  !  The  Duchess  of  Cleveland  said  she  had  no 
fear  about  her  beauty,  for  she  had  had  a  disorder  which  would  prevent  her  from 
ever  catching  the  small-pox.  Were  these  discov%jrere  ?  No.  They  furnished 
the  isolated  hint,  and  made  no  further  experiments.    Jenner,  with  infinite  en- 
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ergy  and  perseverance,  through  many  succeesive  years,  in  spite  of  ridicule,  at 
last  proved,  not  that  cow-pox  might  protect  the  system,  but  that  it  always  would 
thus  protect  it,  and  that  it  was  s^e.  He  generalized  the  single  fact,  and  waa  a 
discoverer. 

**  Many  experimenters  raised  their  voice  to  say  that  they,  too,  had  wiped  up 
acids  with  a  towel,  which  had  then  burned  like  powder.  Schonbein  was  the 
first  to  make  the  world  allow  that  cotton,  treated  by  a  certain  process,  always 
would  thus  bum. 

"  The  Abbe  Nollet  suspected  the  identity  of  the  electric  fluid  and  of  light- 
ning, and  experiments  were  made  in  France.  Franklin,  braving  the  ridicule  of 
failure,  flew  his  kite,  and  by  this  and  subsequent  experiments  with  a  lightning- 
rod,  he  proved  that  the  electric  fluid  was  thus  identical. 

"  Adams  made  a  calculation  with  regard  to  the  existence  of  a  new  planet,  and 
could  not  or  did  not  compel  the  world,  through  the  astronomer  royal,  to  listen 
to  him.  Leverrier  calculated  a  result,  compelled  the  world  to  recognize  its  in- 
trinsic greatness,  and  the  magnitude  of  his  own  mathematical  power,  and  was 
the  discoverer. 

"  Jonathan  Hull,  the  Abbe  Amal,  the  Earl  of  Stanhope,  Franklin,  and  oth- 
ers, proposed  to  propel  boats  by  steam.  They  tried  it,  and  failed  to  persuade 
the  world  of  the  expediency  or  value  of  the  method.  Long  after,  Fulton,  im- 
pressed with  the  immense  importance  of  the  subject,  made  a  series  of  experi- 
ments and  calculations,  discerned  the  cause  of  previous  failures,  persevered 
through  inconceivable  difficulties,  and  in  the  face  of  ridicule  he  felt  but  did  not 
yield  to,  demonstrated  a  proposition — ^not  that  steam,  a  long-recognized  power, 
might  be  made  to  move  a  boat,  but  that  it  could  do  so  efficiently  and  profitably. 
He  first  compelled  the  world  to  recognize  this  great  fact,  and  was  the  discoverer 
of  this  abstract  truth,  and  the  inventor  of  a  profitable  steamboat. 

"  A  hundred  other  instances  might  be  cited  to  show  that  the  man  to  whom 
the  original  hint  occurs  is  not  the  inventor;  nor  yet  he  who  forms  a  theory  upon 
this  hint ;  nor  even  he  who  publishes  this  theory,  if  he  does  not  convince  other 
people  of  its  truth.  This  last  may  readily  occur.  A  man  may  happen  upon  a 
fortunate  theory,  and  yet  not  appreciate  its  value,  so  he  gives  himself  no 
trouble  to  proclaim  it ;  or  perhaps  his  proofs  are  not  conclusive,  and  the  world 
will  not  believe.  Goethe  knew  this  when  he  said,  *  Many  things  may  be  dis- 
covered and  made  known  for  a  long  time  without  producing  any  efiect  on  the 
world,  or  the  effect  may  be  wrought  without  its  being  observed — ^wrought  and 
yet  not  take  hold  of  the  multitude.  This  is  the  reason  why  the  history  of  in- 
ventions is  so  surrounded  with  strange  riddles.' 

"  He  is  the  inventor  who  generalizes  the  single  instance,  and  who  makes  the 
world  concede  that  it  is  thus  generalized. 

"  Now,  if  there  is  any  one  point  which  has  identified  the  true  inventor's  mind, 
it  has  been  an  invincible  determination  to  compel  the  world  to  recognize  the 
reality  and  value  of  its  invention.  The  inventor  saw  it  himself  when  other  men 
could  not,  and  he  determined  that  other  men  should  sec  it,  and  he  accomplished 
his  determination.  'He,'  Sidney  .Smith  says,  in  the  Edinburgh  Review,  *is 
not  the  inventor  who  first  says  the  thing,  but  he  who  says  it  so  long,  loud,  and 
clearly,  that  he  compels  mankind  to  hear  him.' 

*•  Recognize  this  point,  and  the  question  of  invention  is  comparatively  simple. 
Yet  it  is  not  recognized.  There  is  no  abatement  of  claims  to  previous  invention. 
The  writer  of  a  life  of  Fulton  well  says :  *  Those  who  question  Mr.  Fulton's 
claim  are  precisely  those  who  have  been  utterly  unsuccessful  in  their  own  at- 
tempts; and  it  would  seem  that  exactly  in  proportion  as  their  efforts  were 
abortive,  and  as  they  had  thrown  away  money  in  fruitless  experiments,  their 
claims  rose  in  their  own  estimation,  and  that  of  their  partisans.'  And  the  wit- 
ness, I  believe  before  the  House  of  Commons,  probably  did  not  overstate  the 
matter  when  he  e^ave  it  as  his  opinion  that  if  a  man  were  to  show  that  he  had 


166  DB.    WM.    T.   G.   MORTON. 

found  a  road  to  the  moon,  his  neighbors  would  testify  that,  if  they  had  not  been 
there  themselves,  they  knew  several  individuals  who  where  familiar  with  the 
road  in  question. 

"The  above  considerations^ have  been  presented  with  the  intention  and  desire 
of  exposing  the  authority  of  precedent  with  impartiality.  I  have  wished  that 
the  reader  should  not  lean  to  one  or  the  other  side  of  the  ether  controversy,  until  all 
these  considerations  were  presented.  It  remains  to  show  their  bearing  upon  the 
gist  of  the  evidence  contained  in  the  statements  which  have  been  made  in  behalf 
of  Dr.  Jackson  and  of  Dr.  Morton.  The  considerations  alluded  to  bear  upon 
four  principal  points : 

'*  I.  The  character  of  the  mind  and  education  required  for  discoveiy. 

"  2.  The  suggestion  of  the  discovery. 

''  3.  The  generalization  of  this  suggestion. 

"4.  Its  presentation  to  the  world. 

''1.  This  community  is  familiar  with  the  great  scientific  talent  and  attainment 
of  Dr.  Jackson.  Dr.  Morton  has  acuteness,  ingenuity,  zeal,  and  perseverance. 
The  discovery  is  not  of  a  character  to  have  demanded  extensive  scientific  ac- 
quirement, and  it  is  probable  that  either  Dr.  Jackson  or  Dr.  Morton  might  have 
made  it. 

**  2.  The  suggestion  occurred  to  Davy,  Jackson,  Wells,  Morton,  and  many 
others.  Horace  Wells  seems  to  have  conceived  this  hypothesis  more  distinctly 
than  any  other  individual.  So  persuaded  was  he  of  its  probability  that  he  made 
several  experiments,  and  even  made  a  journey  to  the  Medical  Class  at  Boston, 
before  whom,  however,  he  entirely  failed  to  verify  his  theory.  He  then  aban- 
doned it,  until  it  was  confirmed  by  Dr.  Morton.  Dr.  Jackson  fails  to  prove 
that  Dr.  Morton  was  ignorant  of  the  hypothesis,  until  he  suggested  it  to  him, 
because  Dr.  Morton  shows  by  the  evidence  that  he  was  considering  the  proper- 
ties of  ether,  at  the  intervals  both  of  three  months  and  of  three  days,  before  his 
interview  with  Dr.  Jackson. 

"  3.  I  have  shown  that  he  who  verifies  the  suggestion  is  the  real  discoTerer. 
Dr.  Morton,  according  to  the  evidence,  did  generalize  this  discovery.  He  veri- 
fied the  suggestion,  from  whatever  source  it  emanated.  He  made  and  modified 
the  experiments  at  his  own  discretion.  He  assumed  the  responsibility  of  dan- 
ger. He  first  conclusively  demonstrated  of  ether — first,  that  it  would  always 
produce  insensibility  to  pain ;  second,  that  it  was  safe.  These  two  points  con- 
stitute the  discovery.  Dr.  Morton  demonstrated  these  points,  and  no  one  else 
did. 

"To  show  that  Dr.  Morton  was  only  a  "nurse'' — an  instrument  of  pre-estab- 
lished knowledge— such  knowledge  must  be  proved  to  be  pre-established.  It 
is  impossible  for  human  reason  to  infer,  upon  the  experiments  put  in  evidence 
by  Dr.  Jackson,  either  that  ether  was,  first,  universal  in  its  effects,  or,  second, 
that  it  was  safe.  It  must,  therefore,  be  argued  that  this  knowledge  was  not 
pre-established ;  that  Dr.  Morton  was  not  a  mere  administrator,  but  that  he  was 
an  originator. 

"  4.  Lastly,  many  may  have  been  the  real  discoverers  of  ether  insensibility  to 
pain,  and  at  a  remote  period.  But  if  so,  they  have  kept  it  to  themselves,  and 
they  will  be  known  as  discoverers  only  to  themselves.  The  world  has  always 
honored  that  individual,  among  such  discoverers,  who  presented  hia  discovery 
to  them.  Dr.  Morton  was,  according  to  the  evidence  in  print,  both  the  prime 
mover  and  the  immediate  agent  in  the  introduction  of  this  discovery  to  the 
world." 
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S7th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  (  Rep.  Com. 

.Sd  Ses^sion,      S  f    No.  90. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


Fbbruabt  14,  1863 —Ordered  to  be  priuted. 


Mr.  Foster,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  submitted  the 

ibUowing 

KEPORT. 

The  Commitire  on  Forelijn  Rehitions^  to  tvhom  was  referred  tlie  petition 
of  Elizabeth  IF.  Loft,  resj)evtfulbj  Ijey  leave  to  report: 

Thut  the  petitioner  is  the  widow  of  the  late  Peter  Lott,  esq.,  who 
was  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Tehuantepec,'in  the  republic  of 
Mexico,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  10th  of 
March,  1862.  The  memorial  sets  forth  that  Mr.  Lott  received  his 
commission  as  consul  on  the  11th  of  November,  1861.  with  instruc- 
tions as  to  the  duties  and  requirements  of  his  office  from  the  Hon. 
William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State;  that  accompanying  these  in- 
strnrtions  was  a  p.iper  or  document  signed  by  Mr.  Seward,  containing 
positive  assurances  that  all  the  actual  necessary  travelling  expenses 
of  the  consul  to  the  place  of  appointment  and  back  again  to  the  United 
States,  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  should  be  paid  in  full 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States;  that  Mr.  Lott  received  said 
instructions  and  document  on  the  25lh  of  November,  1861,  and  on 
the  21st  day  of  December  then  next,  he,  together  with  the  petitioner, 
sailed  from  New  York  for  the  port  of  Aspinwall,  and  that  they  arrived 
at  the  city  of  Tehuantepec  on  the  18th  day  of  January,  1862;  that 
Mr.  Lott  was  enfeebled  in  health  by  the  discomforts  and  exposure  of 
his  voyage,  and  on  the  10th  of  March  following  he  died,  leaving  the 
petitioner  in  a  destitute  condition;  that  she  remained  at  Tehuantepec 
for  about  two  months,  during  which  time  she  performed  the  duties  of 
the  office,  and  on  the  20th  of  May,  1862,  she  started  on  her  return  to 
the  United  States,  and  was  forty  days  in  reaching  New  York;  that 
the  entire  amount  of  necessary  expenditure  in  travelling  to  and  from, 
and  while  residing  at  Tehuantepec,  was  $750,  and  that  the  amount  of 
salary  allowed  by  law  will  not  equal  that  sum;  that  nothing  has  yet 
been  received  either  for  salary  or  expenses,  and  the  petitioner  asks 
that  one  year\s  salary,  $1,500,  may  be  given  to  her. 

The  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  State  was  called  to  this  petition 
by  one  of  the  members  of  the  committee,  and  the  Secretary  addressed 
to  him  a  letter,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2  ELIZABETH   W.    LOTT. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  January  13,  1863. 

Sir:  In  reference  to  the  memorial  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  W.  Lott,  which 
you  left  at  the  department  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that 
her  husband,  Peter  Lott,  was  appointed  consul  of  the  United  States 
at  Tehuantepec,  on  the  11th  of  November,  1861,  with  compensation, 
under  the  act  of  August  2,  1861,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars ($1,500)  per  annum,  but  neither  in  his  general  instructions  nor 
in  any  paper  or  document  signed  by  me,  accompanying  those  instruc- 
tions, was  it  said  that  all  his  actual  necessary  travelling  expenses  to 
the  place  of  his  appointment  and  back  again  to  the  United  States  at 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  should  be  paid  and  satisfied  in  fall 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States.  The  8th  section  of  the  act 
of  August  18,  1856,  allows  compensation  to  a  consul  for  the  time  oc- 
cupied in  receiving  his  instructions,  not  to  exceed  30  days,  and  in 
making  the  transit  between  the  place  of  his  residence  when  appointed 
and  his  post  of  duty  at  the  commencement  and  termination  of  his 
official  service,  and  as  soon  as  the  department  was  enabled  to  establish 
the  precise  periods  for  which  compensation  should  be  paid  to  Mr. 
Lott,  a  letter  dated  27th  May  last,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  was 
addressed  to  the  Fifth  Auditor  for  his  information  in  the  adjustment  of 
the  account,  which  adjustment  I  understand  has  been  delayed  by  the 
continued  absence  of  a  statement  of  the  fees  received  by  Mr.  Lott 
while  at  his  post.  If  Mrs.  Lott  can  furnish  such  statement,  the 
balance  due  to  the  estate  of  her  husband  will  be  paid  to  his  legal 
representative. 

The  department  is  not  aware  of  any  case  analogous  to  that  of  Mr. 
Lott's  in  which  Congress  has  made  an  appropriation  of  a  year's  salary 
to  the  legal  representatives  of  a  person  dying  abroad  in  the  service 
of  his  country.     The  memorial  of  Mrs.  Lott  is  returned  herein. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Hon.  0.  H.  Browning, 

CommiW'c  on  Foreujn  Relations^  Senate, 

The  committee  can  discover  no  good  grounds  on  which  the  prayer 
of  the  petition  can  be  granted,  nor  can  they  recommend  any  appro- 
priation beyond  the  amount  of  salary  provided  by  law  in  the  case. 
That,  as  the  committee  understand,  will  be  paid  at  the  treasury  at 
any  time,  on  complying  with  the  regulations  of  the  department. 

The  committee  tlierefore  ask  to  be  discharged  from  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petition. 
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37th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  j  Rep.  Com, 

3d  Session.      [  (No.  91. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


FiBEUABT  16,  1863  — Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Poster  made  the  following 

REPORT. 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  363.] 

The  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  r^erred  the  Hovse  report 
No  363,  and  the  hill  accompanying^  for  the  reli^  of  Edwin  W.  Jones, 
respectfully  report : 

That  it  appears  that  said  Jones  was  a  private  in  company  B,  5th 
infantry,  United  States  army,  in  the  Mexican  war.  The  petition  sets 
forth,  as  a  reason  for  his  claim  for  a  pension,  that  while  in  an  engage- 
ment near  National  Bridge  he  was  wounded  in  the  hand,  and  was 
thereby  disabled.  He  was  discharged  from  service,  however,  on  the 
ground  of  general  debility,  and  the  report  of  the  House  is  in  favor  of 
granting  him  a  pension  on  account  of  chronic  diarrhoea.  There  is  no 
evidence,  except  his  own  statement,  that  this  diarrhoea  was  contracted 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  and  in  the  line  of  his  duty.  The  sur- 
geon's certificate,  on  which  his  discharge  was  granted,  gives  his  dis- 
eases as  ** inflammation  of  the  bladder"  and  "rheumatism,"  not 
mentioning  either  a  wound  or  diarrhoea.  It  further  appears  that  his 
claim  for  a  pension  has  been  submitted  to  the  Pension  OflSce  and  re- 
jected; and  the  committee  would  not  feel  authorized,  except  in  ex- 
traordinary instances,  to  overrule  the  decisions  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions.  They  do  not  think  this  case  presents  any  extraordinary 
merits,  and  they  accordingly  report  back  the  bill  with  a  recommenda- 
tion that  it  do  not  pass. 
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37th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  f  Rep.  Com. 

3d  Session.       )  j     No.  92. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


FsBRUABT  16,  1863.---OrdeTed  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia, 
submitted  the  following 

REPORT. 

The  Committee  on  MUitury  Affairs  and  the  MUitia,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  resolution  of  the  Senate  <f  t/ie  2Sth  January^  1863,  having 
had  it  under  consideration^  report: 

The  resolution  is  in  these  words  : 

"  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  instructed  to  inquire,  for  the 
purpose  of  extending  such  relief  as  the  circmnstances  may  require,  into  the  case 
of  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  now  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Fort  I^ayette,  who,  it  is 
represented,  is  in  a  dungeon  of  that  fortress  since  June  last,  and  who  is  now 
hopelessly  insane  by  reason  of  his  sufferings." 

The  comjnittee,  in  their  investigation  of  this  case,  received  the  fol- 
lowing communications,  which  exhibit  Mr.  Thomas's  condition  and  ex- 
plain the  reason  why  he  has  been  kept  in  solitary  confinement  since 
3d  March,  1862. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  Fd/ruary  10,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  28th  of  January  last,  the  reports  of  the  commanding  officer  and  surgeon 
at  Fort  lAfayette,  New  York  harbor,  in  relation  to  the  confinement,  treatment, 
health,  and  mentsd  condition  of  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland.  I  also  enclose  the 
report  of  the  adjutant  general,  giving  the  reasons  for  subjecting  him  to  close 
confinement  after  the  3d  of  March  last. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  H.  Wilson, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 

United  States  S«»€^dbyGoOgle 


MR.     THOMAS. 


Fort  Hamilton,  New  Yobk  Harbor, 

February  2,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  30th  day  of  January, 
1863,  enclosing  a  resolution  of  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  forward  an  answer  to  that  communication, 
accompanied  by  a  surgeon's  certificate  with  regard  to  the  health  of  Mr.  Thomas. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  3<i  Artillery. 
Brigadier  General  E.  S.  Can  by. 

United  States  Army,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 


Fort  Lafayette,  Nkw  York  Harbor, 

February  2,  1S63. 

Colonel:  In  obedience  to  the  injitructions  this  day  received  from  you  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  the  following,  viz :  Richard  Thomas  Zarvona  wa«  com- 
mitt(^d  to  this  fort  on  the  3d  day  of  December,  1861,  and  was  allowed  the  Siimc 
privileges  as  the  oth^T  prisoners  until  the  3d  day  of  March,  1862,  on  which 
date  he  was  plac(*d  in  close  confinement  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
dated  28tli  day  of  February,  1862.  After  that  date  he  was  not  allowed  to 
leave  his  room,  except  to  go  to  the  water-closet,  (which  is  situated  on  the  swi- 
wall,)  in  charge  of  a  member  of  the  guard ;  of  which  privilege  he  took  advan- 
tiige  on  the  night  of  the  3 1st  day  of  April,  1862,  and  attempted  to  (iscjipe  by 
jumphig  overboard,  and  swimming  to  the  Long  Island  shore.  Since*  that  time 
he  has  not  been  out  of  his  room,  except  to  see  his  mother,  who  visited  him  in 
October  last  by  permission  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  room  he  is  confined  in  is  one  of  those  intended  for  quarte|-s,  twenty-five 
feet  long  and  fifteen  feet  wide,  with  three  windows,  one  of  which  is  closed, 
because  it  opens  upon  the  court  where  the  other  prisoners  exercise ;  the  otherj* 
are  open.  The  room  is  the  same  which  Senator  Wall  (with  several  others) 
occupied  while  confined  hen?. 

He  is  not  allowed  communication  with  any  one,  except  the  oflicers  of  the 
post  and  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  guard. 

He  is  permitted  to  supply  himself,  through  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
post,  with  anything  he  may  wish  in  the  way  of  food  (in  addition  to  the  n»gular 
ration  which  is  issued  to  him )  and  clothing. 

He  is  not  permitted  the  use  of  paper  or  books,  as  he  has  takeu  advantage  of 
those  privileges  to  communicate  with  parties  outside.  As  regards  his  health  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon 
W.  H.  Studley,  who  is  surgeon  of  the  post. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  O.  WOOD. 
First  Lieutenant  9th  Infantry,  commanding  post. 

Colonel  M.  Burke, 

Cofnmanding,  S^c,  Fort  Ha  mil/on. 
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MR.     THOMAS. 


Fort  Lafayette,  February  2,  1863. 

Colonel  Burke:  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  have  this  day  examined 
Colonel  Richard  Thomas  Zarvona,  cotdTederatc  States  army,  and  find  tliat  his 
health  is  generally  good ;  according  to  his  own  admission,  that  it  is  better  than 
when  he  entered  the  fort.  In  reference  to  his  mental  condition,  I  find  him  social 
and  rational,  but  somewhat  eccentric  in  some  of  his  ideas,  and  yet  no  more  so 
than  in  thousands  who  may  be  said  to  be  born  with  a  certain  turn  of  character. 
Therefore,  in  my  opinion,  I  should  deem  his  peculiarities  perfectly  consistent 
with  sanity  of  mind. 

Respectfully  yours, 

W.  H.  STUDLEY.  M.  D., 
Acting  Assistant  SurgeaHt  United  States  Army 
Colonel  M.  Bvrke, 

Commanding t  8fc,y  Fort  Hamilton, 


War  Department, 
Adjutant  GeneraVs  Office,  Washington,  February  10,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
Colonel  Richard  Thomas,  alias  Richard  Thomas  Zarvona,  was  captured  on  board 
the  s*toamer  ^lary  Washington,  near  Annapolis,  July  7,  1861,  and  confined  at 
Fort  McHenry,  Baltimore,  Maryland.  He  was  recognized  on  the  steamer  as 
the  man  who  headed  a  party  which  captured  the  steamer  St.  Nicholas,  plying 
between  Baltimore  and  the  Potomac,  and  was  indicted  by  the  grand  jury  of 
Maryland  district  for  this  offence,  and  for  treason.  When  search  was  made  for 
him  on  the  Mary  Washington  he  was  found  dressed  in  female  apparel  and  con- 
cealed in  a  bureau  in  one  of  the  state  rooms.  General  Dix,  in  his  report  of 
February  20,  1862,  thinks  he  should  have  been  treated  as  a  "  pirate  and  a  spy." 
There  are  four  witnesses  against  him  as  to  the  first  crime,  who  were  at  Fort 
McHenry  the  last  of  September.  The  evidence  to  the  second  charge  consists 
in  his  being  taken  in  disguise  as  a  female,  with  a  commission  of  colonel  "  in  the 
active  volunteer  forces  "  of  Virginia  upon  his  person  at  the  time. 

In  consequence  of  the  report  made  in  his  case,  he  has  not  been  placed  on  the 
list  of  prisoners  of  war,  but  is  held  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette.  He  was  placed 
in  close  confinement  for  trying  to  make  arrangements  to  escape ;  and  while  so 
confined  did  make  a  desperate  attempt  to  escjipe  by  breaking  away  from  the 
guard  and  jumping  overboard,  on  the  night  of  April  21,  1S62. 

Respectfiilly  submitted. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

lion.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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37th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  f  Rep.  Com. 

3d  Session.      )  \    No.  93. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Febevart  17,  1863.— ^Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Foster  submitted  the  following 

REPORT.  ^ 

[To  accompany  bill  8.  No.  634.] 

The  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  toas  re/erred  the  petition  of  Rosa 
Renshaw  and  Caroline  T.  Renshaw,  sisters  of  the  late  Commander 
WiUiam  B.  Renshaw,  respectfully  report : 

The  petitioners  are  daughters  of  the  late  Commodore  James  Ren- 
shaw, who  spent  his  life  in  the  service  of  his  country,  and  sisters  of 
Commander  William  B.  Renshaw,  who  was  killed  at  Galveston  on  the 
first  day  of  January,  1863,  by  the  explosion  of  the  magazine  of  the 
United  States  gunboat  Westfield,  which  was  blown  up  to  prevent  her 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Commander  Renshaw  was  so 
anxious  to  see  this  duty  faithfully  performed  that  he  remained  on 
board  his  vessel  until  too  late  to  save  his  life,  nobly  falling  at  the 
post  of  duty.  He  was  a  gallant  and  accomplished  officer,  who  had 
served  thirty-two  years  in  the  navy,  having  entered  it  as  a  midship- 
man in  1831.  It  further  appears  that,  since  the  death  of  their  father^ 
the  petitioners  have  been  wholly  dependent  upon  their  brother  for 
support,  and  especially  so  since  one  of  them  has  been  for  a  series  of 
years  afflicted  with  an  incurable  disease,  and  for  the  last  twelve  years 
has  been  unable  to  leave  her  bed,  and  demanded  the  whole  time  and 
constant  care  of  the  other  sister.  Commander  Renshaw,  in  view  of 
the  destitute  and  helpless  condition  of  his  sisters,  was  never  married, 
but  devoted  such  of  his  pay  as  he  could  spare  to  their  support.  By 
his  death  they  are  left  without  the  means  of  subsistence. 

The  committee  think  that,  while  a  pension  should  not  be  granted 
to  the  sister  who  is  in  good  health,  the  case  of  the  other  petitioner, 
who  is  both  destitute  and  helpless,  falls  within  the  spirit  and 
equity  of  the  general  pension  law.  That  act  provides  a  pension  for 
an  orphan  sister  dependent,  by  reason  of  youth,  upon  the  brother  for 
support.  The  committee  think  that  one  equally  dependent  by  reason 
of  disease  is  entitled  to  relief,  and  they  accordingly  report  the  ac- 
companying bill  for  the  relief  of  Caroline  T.  Renshaw,  one  of  the 
petitioners. 
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37th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  (  Rep.  Com. 

3d  Session.      f  (    No.  94. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


Fbbbuabt  17,  1863.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Foster,  made  the  following 

REPORT. 

{To  accompany  bill  S.  No.  636.] 

The  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Emma 
L.  FnUeVy  widow  of  Arthur  B,  FuUer,  late  chaplain  of  the  \Uh  regi- 
ment Massachttsetts  volunteers : 

That  it  appears  that  Arthur  B.  Faller  was  the  chaplain  of  the  16th 
regiment  of  Massachnsetts  volunteers;  that  his  health  was  much  im- 
paired by  the  hardships  and  exposures  of  the  peninsular  campaign; 
that  after  repeated  efforts  to  renew  his  labors  in  the  camp  of  his  regi- 
ment, which  were  foiled  by  his  sickness  returning  upon  every  such 
attempt,  it  was  finally  determined,  by  the  advice  of  army  surgeons, 
that  his  malady  was  such  that  he  could  not  bear  exposure  in  the  field. 
He  was  accordingly  honorably  discharged,  on  surgeon's  certificate  of 
disability,  on  the  10th  day  of  December,  1862.  On  the  11th  day  of 
December,  on  the  call  for  volunteers  to  cross  the  Bappahannock  at  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  he  volunteered,  and  was  killed  in  the  ser- 
vice soon  after  entering  Fredericksburg,  while  gallantly  rallying  a 
company  of  his  regment. 

The  committee  think  that,  though  Chaplain  Fuller  was  technically 
out  of  the  service  of  the  United  States,  still  he  was  really  in  the  ser- 
vice of  his  country  and  in  the  line  of  duty  while  bravely  leading  on 
the  soldiers,  and  dying  on  the  field  of  battle.  They,  therefore, 
think  the  petitioner  entitled  to  the  relief  for  which  she  prays,  and 
accordingly  report  a  bilL 
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37th  Congress,  *)      .  SENATE.  j  Rep.  Com. 

Sd  Session.      j  1    No.  95. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


FxBRUAET  17,  1863. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Harding,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT. 

[To  aooompAny  bUl  S.  No.  537.] 

The  facts  upon  which  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  base  a  favor- 
able report  upon  the  above-named  bill  are  as  follows  : 

The  Soscol  rancho  is  settled  upon  and  occupied  by  an  enterprising 
body  of  agriculturists — men  who  have  spent  their  means  liberally  in 
making  improvements — claiming  their  lands  under  the  Soscol  grant  of 
M.  G.  Vallejo.  In  1847  the  town  of  Benicia  was  laid  out,  its  pro- 
jectors and  settlers  relying  on  the  Vallejo  title.  It  has  grown  to  be 
a  town  of  several  thousand  inhabitants,  and  is  among  the  more  im- 
portant of  the  interior  villages  of  California.  The  town  of  Vallejo  is 
upon  the  same  rancho,  was  laid  out  in  1850,  and  is  also  of  considera- 
ble importance,  the  lands  therein  being  held  under  the  same  title. 
The  entire  rancho  has  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  the  original  grantee 
into  the  possession  of  a  multitude  of  small  holders,  and  is  covered  by 
numerous  small  farms  and  orchards,  each  enclosed  by  substantia) 
fences,  highly  cultivated,  and  dotted  all  over  with  comfortable  farm- 
houses and  other  buildings.  All  these  settlers  upon  the  rancho  hold 
by  purchase  of  M.  O.  Vallejo,  having  paid  for  their  lands  in  good 
faith  and  in  the  firm  belief,  supported  by  the  best  legal  advice  attain- 
able, that  the  title  of  Vallejo  was  valid.  Several  millions  of  dollars 
have  been  expended  in  improvements  upon  the  rancho,  and  hundreds- 
of  thousands  of  dollars  are  secured  by  mortgage  upon  the  farms  into 
which  the  rancho  has  been  divided.  It  is  obvious  that  great  confu- 
sion and  distress  must  arise  in  a  community  of  this  character,  with 
property  interests  so  extensive,  when  it  is  suddenly  discovered  that 
their  title  is  invalid,  and  the  wealth  they  had  supposed  their  own 
is  suddenly  taken  away  and  all  the  accumulations  of  years  swept  from 
them. 

There  are  many  circumstances  which  tended  to  give  to  the  settlers 
upon  the  Soscol  rancho  confidence  in  the  title  which  they  purchased. 
M.  O.  Vallejo,  the  grantee  from  the  Mexican  government,  belonged 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2  S06C0L   RANCHO. 

to  one  of  the  most  influential  families  of  California.  In  1827  he  was 
a  member  of^  the  departmental  legislature.  He  afterwards  held  a 
high  official  position  under  Qovernor  Figueroa,  and  still  later,  in 
1839,  was  c6mmis8ioned  by  the  supreme  government  as  military  com- 
mandant of  Alta  California.  At  various  times  during  the  troubles 
in  Mexico,  and  its  consequent  pecuniary  straits,  he  furnished  the 
government  large  sums  of  money  and  other  supplies ;  and,  in  con- 
sideration of  these  favors  to  the  government,  Micheltorena,  then 
governor  of  California,  and  invested  with  extraordinary  powers  by 
the  home  government,  granted  to  Vallejo  the  Soscol  rancho  in  1843, 
several  years  before  the  conquest  of  the  State  by  the  United  States. 
From  that  time  Yallejo  had  the  exclusive  and  undisputed  use  and 
possession  of  the  rancho,  having  upon  it  his  residence,  several  thou- 
sand head  of  horses  and  cattle,  numerous  dependents  and  retainers, 
and  exercised  over  it  all  acts  of  ownership.  Thus  matters  stood 
when  California  became  a  part  of  the  Union  by  a  treaty  guarantee- 
ing, on  the  part  of  the  American  government,  protection  to  the 
property  of  Mexican  citizens.  Complying  with  the  law  of  Congress 
requiring  Mexican  citizens  to  prove  their  ownership  of  grants,  Yal- 
lejo presented  to  the  board  of  land  commissioners  his  claim  to  the 
land  he  had  held  and  owned  for  years  before.  That  board  was  satis- 
fied as  to  the  meritorious  character  of  this  grant,  for  after  a  thorough 
investigation  of  the  documentary  evidence  in  the  case,  and  an  elabo- 
rate examination  of  witnesses,  the  case  was  confirmed  by  said  board 
on  the  22d  May,  1855.  This  decision  of  the  board  of  land  commis- 
sioners was  subsequently  confirmed  by  the  higher  tribunal  of  the 
United  States  district  court  for  the  northern  district  of  California. 

After  this  grant  had  passed  the  ordeal  of  two  courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  had  been  indorsed  by  them  as  genuine,  the  owner  would 
naturally  feel  warranted  in  selling  portions  of  the  same  to  third 
parties,  and  those  desiring  to  purchase  would  not  be  apt  to  doubt  the 
validity  of  the  title  against  the  decision  of  two  courts  of  the  United 
States.  In  addition  to  this,  it  should  be  stated  that  the  government, 
desiring  a  location  for  a  military  establishment  near  Benicia,  caused 
an  investigation  to  be  made  into  the  bonajides  of  this  title,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Attorney  General,  and  that  officer  reporting  that 
the  title  was  valid,  the  government  purchased  a  portion  of  the  land, 
«nd  now  holds  it  under  the  Vallejo  title. 

After  these  various  decisions,  the  validity  of  the  title  was  taken  for 
granted  until  the  decision  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  That 
•decision  was  not  made  upon  any  alleged  fraud,  but  upon  a  technical 
question  as  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  Micheltorena  in  making  the 
grant,  and  this  question  was  raised  for  the  first  time  in  that  court. 

Justice  Grier,  who,  with  Justice  Wayne,  dissented  from  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Supreme  Court  in  rejecting  the  grant  on  technical 
grounds,  said  : 

"  If  this  treaty  is  to  be  executed  in  good  faith  by  this  government,  why  should 
we  forfeit  property,  for  which  a  large  price  has  been  paid  to  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment, on  the  assumption  that  the  Mexican  government  would  not  have  con- 
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firmed  it,  but  would  have  repudiated  it  for  want  of  formal  authority  ?  Vallejo 
was  an  officer  in  the  anny,  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  government.  His  salary 
as  an  officer  had  been  in  arrear.  In  a  time  of  difficulty  he  furnishes  provisions 
and  money  to  the  government  of  the  Territory.  How  do  we  know  that  Mexico 
would  have  repudiated  a  sale  of  80,000  acres  as  a  robbery  of  its  territory,  when 
any  two  decent  colonists,  having  a  few  horses  and  cows,  could  have  100,000 
for  nothing  1 

'*  I  believe  the  Mexican  government  would  have  acted  honestly  and  honorably 
with  their  valued  servant,  and  that  the  same  obligation  rests  on  us  by  force  of 
the  treaty. 

"  Now  that  the  land  under  our  govemmeut  has  become  of  value,  these  grants 
may  appear  enormous ;  but  the  court  has  a  duty  to  perform  under  the  treaty, 
which  gives  us  no  authority  to  forfeit  a  bona  fide  grant  because  it  may  not  suit 
our  notions  of  propriety. 

"  We  are  not,  for  that  reason,  to  be  astute  in  searching  for  reasons  to  confis- 
cate a  man's  property  because  he  has  too  much.  Believing,  therefore,  that  in 
the  case  before  us  the  claimant  has  presented  a  genuine  grant  for  a  consideration 
paid,  which  the  Mexican  government  would  never  have  disturbed  for  any  of 
the  reasons  now  o£fered  for  confiscating  it,  I  must  express,  most  respectfully, 
my  dissent  from  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  court,  wiik  the  hope  that 
Congress  will  not  Mtffer  the  very  n%merou$  purchasere  to  forfeit  the  mUlians  ex- 
pended on  the  faith  of  treaty  obligation" 

The  bill  reported  by  this  committee  respects  the  occupancy  of  the 
numerous  holders  under  this  title,  recognizing  it  as  a  pre-emption, 
and  authorizing  a  sale  to  them  for  the  minimum  price  of  public  lands, 
they  paying  the  cost  of  surveys  and  all  other  expenses. 

It  has  been  the  uniform  practice  of  Congress  to  respect  and  protect 
the  improvements  of  settlers.  By  the  decision  we  have  referred  to,  a 
considerable  quantity  of  land,  covered  with  settlers'  improvements, 
has  suddenly  become  the  property  of  the  United  States.  To  send 
out  a  commission  to  California  to  appraise  these  improvements  would 
absorb  all  the  government  could  realize  from  the  sale  of  the  lands. 
Yet,  to  treat  the  settlers  as  intruders  upon  the  public  domain,  and 
deprive  them  of  the  fruits  of  their  labor  and  investments,  would  be  a 
gross  departure  from  the  practice  of  the  government  and  a  great  in- 
justice to  the  settlers.  As  the  bill  proposes  to  sell  them  their  lands 
at  the  government  price,  they  to  be  at  all  the  expense  necessary  for 
surveys,  litigating  conflicting  interests,  Ac,  the  government  will 
probably  realize  more  from  the  lands  than  it  can  from  any  other 
mode  of  treatment,  while  it  will  do  justice  to  its  citizens  whose  inter- 
ests are  so  deeply  involved  in  the  premises. 

The  legislation  proposed  in  the  bill  is  consistent  with  the  pre- 
cedents oi  congressional  legislation  in  land  cases.  By  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  June  27,  1851b  the  right  of  pre-emption  was  granted 
to  certain  settlers  on  the  Maison  Rouge  grant  in  Louisiana.  The  Con- 
gress passed  the  act  to  take  eflect  ''in  the  event  of  the  final  adjudica- 
tion of  the  title  in  favor  of  the  United  States." — (9  Stat,  at  Large, 
p.  565.)  The  final  decision  is  reported  in  11  Howard,  663,  and  the 
act  was  passed  while  the  case  was  pending. 

Another  act,  entitled  ' '  An  act  for  the  settlement  of  certain  classes 
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4  SOSCOL   BANCHO. 

of  private  land  claims  within  the  limits  of  the  Baron  de  Bastrop  grant, 
and  for  allowing  pre-emption  to  certain  actual  settlers  in  the  event 
of  the  final  adjudication  of  the  title  of  said  de  Bapstro  in  favor  of  the 
United  States/'  was  approved  March  3,  1851. — (9  Stat,  at  Large,  p. 
597.)     The  case  is  found  in  11  Howard,  p.  609. 

The  settlers  on  the  al)ove-named  grants  were  comparatively  few  in 
number,  and  the  grants  eleven  times  as  large  as  the  Soscol  grant, 
while  on  the  latter  some  three  thousand  families  are  settled,  and 
several  thousand  others,  all  holding  under  the  Soscol  title. 

Up  to  the  time  of  the  rejection  of  the  Soscol  grant  during  the 
present  Congress,  the  settlers  were  undisturbed  by  any  outside  par- 
ties; but  difficulties  have  since  arisen  from  the  entrance  of  parties 
upon  the  grant  on  the  claim  that  it  is  public  land,  leading  to  col- 
lisions, which  must  increase  if  Congress  does  not  intervene.  The 
parties  so  claiming  have  entered  within  the  enclosures  of  settlers,  and 
scenes  of  violence  have  hence  resulted. 

In  view  of  all  the  facts  in  the  ccise — ^the  fact  that  so  large  a  popula- 
tion of  industrious  agriculturists  have  settled  upon  and  improved  the 
grant^  that  they  have  bought  their  lands  in  good  faith — the  prece- 
dents cited,  and  the  consistent  policy  of  the  government  towards 
settlers,  with  the  honafdea  of  the  grant  itself,  the  committee  report 
back  the  bill,  and  recommend  its  passage. 
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37th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  (  Rep.  Com. 

3d  Seasion.      f  (     No.  96. 


IN  THE  SENATE   OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


FiBEUABT  18,  1863.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Sumner  made  the  followiDg 

EEPORT. 

[To  aooompaDy  bill  S.  No.  542.] 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Belationa,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Henry  P.  Blanchard,  praying  compensation  for  services  performed 
as  marshal  f(yr  the  constilar  court  at  Canton^  have  had  the  same  under 
consideraHon^  and  repon't : 

That  the  memorialiBt  was  duly  appointed  and  served  as  United 
States  marshal  for  the  consular  court  at  Canton,  in  China,  established 
under  the  act  of  August  11,  1848,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  copy 
of  a  letter  on  file  in  the  Department  of  State: 

United  States  Consulate, 

Canton,  November  26,  1860. 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  Mr.  H.  P.  Blanchard,  desiring  me  to  inform 
the  department  of  the  period  during  which  he  performed  the  duties 
of  United  States  marshal  at  this  port,  I  have  to  state  that  Mr.  Blanch- 
ard entered  upon  the  duties  of  United  States  marshal  at  this  port  on 
the  22dday  of  February,  1858,  and  continued  to  perform  the  duties 
appertaining  to  the  said  office  up  to  the  30th  day  of  August,  1860, 
the  day  on  which  his  successor,  Mr.  F.  H.  Haskell,  was  appointed, 
and  whose  appointment  was  approved  by  Mr.  Ward,  the  United 
States  minister  to  China. 

Respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

OLIVER  H.  PERRY, 
United  States  Consul, 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  State. 

The  memorialist  states  that  he  accepted  the  appointment  as  mar- 
shal for  the  consular  court  under  the  belief  that  a  compensation  of  one 
thousand  dollars  per  annum  would  be  paid  him  for  his  services.  These 
embraced  the  perplexing  and  difficult  duties  of  quelling  and  settling 
troubles  on  shipboard  with  mutinous  crews,  arresting  runaway  sea- 


^  HENRT  P.   BLANCHARD. 

men,  adjusting  claims  of  GhiDese  for  damages  suffered  by  them  at  the 
hands  of  drunken  American  sailors,  and  procuring  the  release  of  kid- 
napped coolies,  who  were  about  being  taken  from  Whampoa  in  Amercan 
vessels  engaged  in  that  inhuman  traffic.  For  these  and  other  services 
Mr.  Blancbard  states  that  he  has  never  received  any  remuneration, 
**  either  from  the  United  States  consul  or  from  fees  collected,  or  in 
any  other  manner,  or  from  any  source  whatever.''  That  these  ser- 
vices were  faithfully  performed   is  shown  by  the  following  letter  : 

Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Clothing, 

WaahingUm,  D.  C,  November  17,  1862. 

Henry  P.  Blanchard,  esq.,  was  performing  the  duties  of  United 
States  marshal  of  Canton  and  Whampoa  while  I  was  in  command  of 
the  United  States  ship  Portsmouth  in  China,  and  these  services  were 
effectually  performed. 

As  Mr.  Blanchard  has  not  been  able  to  obtain  his  pay  for  these 
services  rendered,  I  trust  that  his  claim  may  now  receive  due  atten- 
tion, and  he  obtain  the  usual,  or  allowed,  compensation. 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 
Rear  Admiral  United  States  Navy. 

It  appears  by  a  letter  from  the  Department  of  State  that  when 
the  act  of  1848  was  passed  it  was  supposed  that  the  officers  of  con- 
sular courts  would  be  remunerated  by  fees,  and  that  a  subsequent 
act  by  which  the  salaries  of  the  marshals  of  these  courts  was  fixed 
at  one  thousand  dollars,  iu  addition  to  fees,  did  not  go  into  effect 
juntil  July  1,  1860. 

The  claim  of  the  memorialist  from  the  1st  of  July,  1860,  to  the 
xylose  of  his  term  of  service  on  the  30th  of  August,  1860,  has  been 
paid  by  a  special  appropriation  made  by  Congress,  that  portion  of 
his  official  duties  having  been  legalized  by  the  act  of  June  22,  1860. 
He  now  asks  remuneration  for  his  services  from  February  22,  1848, 
to  July  I,  1860,  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  dollars  per  annnm, 
^amounting  to  $2,354  24,  that  being  the  balance  due  him,  as  the 
ibllowing  statement  shows  : 

^Original  claim  for  salary  from  February  22,  1858,  to  Au- 
gust 30,  1860 $2,620  00 

Amount  paid  by  appropriation  from  July  1,  1860,  to  Au- 

,gust  30,  1860 165  76 

Leaving  due  the  amount  of  salary  from  February  22,  1858, 

to  July  1,  1860 2,354  24 


Claims  of  a  similar  nature  have  heretofore  been  paid.  In  the 
deficiency  bill  approved  May  31,  1854,  was  an  appropriation  of 
$1,781  74,  to  **  Thomas  M.  Johnson,  for  his  services  at  the  port  of 
Shanghai,  from  the  9th  December,  1851,  to  the  15th  September, 
1853:''     and   the   consular   and  diplomatic  bill    approved  May  26, 


HENRY   P.   BLANCHARD.  6 

1860,  contained  an  item,  passed  on  the  strong  recommendation  of 
General  Cass,  then  Secretary  of  State,  by  which  $4,760,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  might  be  necessary,  was  appropriated,  **to  enable  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  defray  the  cost  of  the  prison-ship  at  Can- 
ton, in  China,  from  the  1st  day  of  January,  1854,  to  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1857,  and  for  compensation  of  the  marshal  of  the  consular 
court  at  Canton,  from  January  1,  1854,  to  the  15th  of  December, 
1857/' 

It  appears  that  the  memorialist  was  the  successor  of  Mr.  James  P. 
Cook,  who  was,  by  the  above  act,  remunerated  for  his  services  as 
**  marshal  of  the  consular  court  at  Canton,  from  January  1,  1854, 
to  the  15th  of  December,  1857.''  The  rebellion  having  made  it  ne- 
cessary for  foreigners  to  leave  Canton,  the  functions  of  the  consular 
court  were  suspended  from  that  time  until  the  February  following, 
when  the  services  of  the  memorialist  commenced.  While  the  pre- 
decessor of  the  memorialist  has  thus  been  paid  by  special  legislation, 
his  successor  received  a  salary  under  the  act  of  June  22,  1860. 

When  the  claim  was  before  the  Senate,  a  few  weeks  since,  it  was 
not  denied  that  in  justice  and  equity  the  memorialist  was  entitled  to 
the  relief  asked  for;  but  it  was  ruled  out  of  order  as  an  amendment 
to  the  deficiency  bill,  and  it  was  suggested  to  be  a  proper  case  for  a 
private  bill.     Since  then  Mr.  Blanchard  has  petitioned  for  relief. 

Your  committee,  after  a  full  examination  of  the  case,  was  of  the 
opinion  that  the  facts  and  the  precedents  cited  show  that  the  memo- 
rialist is  entitled  to  relief,  and  report  a  bill  accordingly,  the  passage 
of  which  they  recommend. 
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37th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  (  Rep.  Com. 

Sd  Session.      S  i     No.  97. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


FuRUAXT  18,  1863.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Rice  submitted  the  following 

REPORT. 

[To  accompany  bill  8.  No.  602.] 

TTie  Committee  on  Military  Affmrs  <xnd  the  Militia^  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petitions  of  Captain  John  MvUanj  United  States  army^  hav- 
ing had  the  same  under  consideration,  report: 

It  appears  that  Captain  MuUan,  in  February,  1860,  sent  through 
the  mail  carried  by  one  John  L.  Carr,  a  draft  upon  the  assistant 
treasurer  in  New  York,  in  payment  for  certain  commissary  stores 
purchased  by  him,  amounting  to  *1,396  96,  in  favor  of  Lieutenant 
Robert  McFeely,  United  States  army,  which  draft  was  stolen  from 
the  mail  by  John  L.  Carr,  and  being  payable  to  bearer,  was  paid  to 
the  person  who  presented  it;  that  th«  amount  has  not  been  received 
by  Lieutenant  McFeely. 

It  further  appears,  that  Captain  MuUan,  as  superintendent  of 
the  military  road  from  Walla- Walla  to  Fort  Benton,  sold  at  public 
auction,  in  August,  1862,  certain  property  belonging  to  that  road, 
and  that  he  took  in  payment  therefor  Navy  Department  certificates, 
one  of  which,  amounting  to  $1,020,  on  being  presented  for  payment, 
was  pronounced  a  forgery. 

Captain  MuUan  is  held  responsible  for  these  two  sums.  The  com- 
mittee, after  a  careful  examination  of  this  case,  are  satisfied  that 
Captain  MuUan  ought  not  to  be  so  he1d«  In  the  first  instance  he 
acted  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  regulations  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  in  making  the  draft  payable  to  the  bearer,  and  that  he 
sent,  by  the  means  provided  by  the  government — the  IJnited  States 
mail — and  for  its  loss  he  is  in  no  way  responsible  ;  that  he  used  all 
due  diligence  to  arrest  the  robber,  without  success,  he  having  made 
way  to  California,  and  afterwards  to  Nevada  Territory,  where  he 
was  since  hung  for  murder. 

In  the  case  of  the  forged  navy  certificate,  the  committee  are  also 
satisfied  that  Captain  MuUan  acted  in  good  faith.  Such  certificates 
were  current  in  that  country,  and  the  forgery  was  so  well  executed 
that  the  most  circumspect  would  have  been  deceived  by  it. 

The  committee,  believing  that  in  both  instances  he  acted  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  government,  and  that  the  losses  were  sustained 
without  any  fault  on  his  part,  report  a  bill  for  his  relief,  and  recom- 
mend that  it  pass.  C^r^r^f^\r> 
^                                                                                Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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37th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  (  Ebp.  Com. 

3i  Session.      J  {    No.  98. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


FuBUABT  19,  1868. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  PoMBROY  submitted  the  following 

REPORT. 

[To  aooompany  bill  S.  No.  546.] 

The  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  re/erred  the  petition  of  Mar- 
garet L.  Stevens,  tvidowqfthe  late  Brigadier  General  Isaac  L  Stevens, 
praying  a  pension,  report: 

That  General  Stevens  graduated  at  West  Point  with  the  highest 
honors  of  his  class;  that  he  served  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  was  twice 
bre vetted  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct;  that  he  was  afterwards 
governor  of  Washington  Territory,  and  performed  valuable  services 
in  making  treaties  with  the  Indians,  and  in  repressing  the  Indian 
wars;  that  after  very  efficient  and  valuable  services  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  rebellion,  he  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Chantilly 
on  the  first  day  of  September,  1862,  in  the  act  of  bearing  the  colors 
and  successfully  rallying  the  regiment  in  advance,  thus  preventing 
the  enemy  from  cutting  oflF  the  retreat  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac. 

It  further  appears  that  he  left  his  widow,  with  three  young  daught- 
ers, wholly  unprovided  for.  In  view  of  the  necessities  of  his  family, 
and  that  the  limited  pension  provided  by  law  will  not  make  adequate 
provision  for  their  support,  and  in  consideration  of  the  gallant  and 
meritorious  services  of  General  Stevens,  the  committee  think  the  peti- 
tioner should  have  the  relief  for  which  she  asks,  and  they  accordingly 
report  the  accompanying  bill. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


37th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  j  Rep.    Com. 

3d  Seaaion.       f  1     No.  99. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


PiBBUART  19,  1863.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr,  PoMEROY  submitted  the  following 

REPORT. 

[To  acoompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  726.] 

The  Committee  on  Pensions^  to  whom  was  rrferred  the  House  hiU  grant- 
ing a  pension  to  Frances  H.  Plummer,  vndow  of  the  late  Brigadier 
General  Joseph  B.  Plummer^  of  the  United  States  army^  report : 

That  it  appears  that  General  Plummer  was  a  graduate  of  West 
Point  in  the  year  1841,  served  through  the  Mexican  war,  and  was 
since  on  the  frontier;  that  he  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Wilson's 
Creek.  Before  he  recovered  from  this  wound  he  marched  to  Pred- 
ericktown,  Missouri,  and  defeated  JeflF.  Thompson  and  Low,  and  after 
participating  in  nearly  all  the  battles  of  the  west,  died  near  Corinth, 
on  the  9th  of  August,  1861. 

It  appears  that  his  widow  and  children  are  in  destitute  circum- 
stances, and  the  pension  allowed  by  law  will  be  inadequate  for  their 
support.  The  committee,  in  view  of  the  many  distinguished  ser- 
vices of  General  Plummer,  and  in  view  of  the  needy  condition  of  his 
family,  deprived  of  his  support,  report  back  the  House  bill,  with  a  re- 
commendation that  it  do  pass. 
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37th  Oongbess,  )  SENATE.  f  Bbp.    Con. 

3d  Sesakm.      )  \   No.  100. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Fmevabt  20, 1863.— Oidend  to  be  printed. 


Mn  Fosiis  made  the  following 

REPORT. 

{To  aooompany  bill  H.  B.  Ko.  726.] 

The  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  rrferred  the  House  hiUfor  the 
rdv^of  Elizabeth  Eorisener,  widow  of  Christian  Bmsefner^  report : 

That  ibis  case  has  been  submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  who  made  a  report  thereon, 
which  report  is  hereto  annexed,  and  adopted  by  this  committee,  to 
wit: 

"That  in  September,  A.  D.  1861,  at  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  her 
husband,  Christian  Housener,  volunteered  and  was  duly  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  a  private  in  company  B,  Slst 
iiegiment,  Ohio  volunteer  infantry;  that  said  Christian  continued  in 
the  service  aforesaid  until  the  22d  day  of  September,  A.  D«  1862, 
when,  by  reason  of  disease  by  him  contracted  while  in  said  service 
and  in  the  line  of  his  duty  therein,  he  was  discharged;  and  that  in 
October,  A.  D.  1862,  while  on  his  return  to  his  family,  the  said 
Christian  was  by  accident  thrown  from  a  boat  on  the  Ohio  river,  near 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  drowned;  that  said  Christian  died,  leaving 
the  said  Elizabeth,  his  widow,  and  two  children  in  poverty;  tha  tthe 
said  Elizabeth  has  no  property  or  means  of  supporting  herself  or 
children  save  by  her  daily  labor.  The  committee,  therefore,  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  bill  for  her  relief.' ' 
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37th  Congbbss,  )  SENATE.  j  Rep.  Com. 

3d  Seadm.      )  \    No.  101. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Fdbuabt  20,  1863.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Foster,  from  the  Oommittoe  on  Pensions,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT. 

The  Committee  on  Pensuyns^  to  whom  was  referred  the  memoridl  of  a 
committee  appointed  by  a  meeting  (f  the  citizens  of  Pittsburg^  Perni- 
sylvania^  praying  a  pension  for  persons  wounded  and  the  heirs  of  those 
kiUed  at  the  eoiplosion  of  the  Alleghany  arsenal  at  Pittsburg^  on  the 
nth  day  of  September  lastj  report : 

That  they  have  had  said  petition  nnder  consideration,  but  from  the 
general  nature  of  the  allegations  therein  contained,  and  absence  of 
any  evidence  as  to  the  extent  of  relief  required,  the  committee  do 
not  feel  authorized  to  act  upon  the  subject,  and  they  therefore  ask  to 
be  discharged  from  any  further  consideration  of  the  memorial. 
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S7th  Congbkss,  )  SENATE.  f  Bep.  Cok. 

3d  Se88ion.     )  (  No.  102. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Tnmtxt  20, 1863.— Otdend  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  FosTEB,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Pennons,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT. 

The  OommUtee  on  Penrions^  to  whom  vxxs  rrferred  the  petition  cft^giUxTB 
of  the  army^  praying  that  the  mother  (/  Major  Theodore  Taibot  may  be 
aJlofced  a  pension^  report: 

That  the  petition  was  presented  before  the  act  of  Jnly  14,  1862. 
The  case  wonld  fall  under  the  provisions  of  that  act,  and  the  commit- 
tee understand  that  application  has  been  made  to  the  Oommissioner 
of  Pensions,  and  the  papers  are  on  file  in  the  Pension  Office.  The 
committee  therefore  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition. 
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S7th  Conobess,  )  SENATE.  (  Rep.  Com. 

3d  SeMum.      f  (No.  103. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


FiBRUABT  20,  1868. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  FoBTEB,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensionsi  submitted  the  following 

REPORT. 

The  Committee  on  Pensiona^  to  whom  toae  r^erred  the  petition  (f  EUen 
if.  Abert^  widow  tf  CoUrnd  J.  J.  Abert^  praying  a  pension^  report: 

That  they  are  consciouB  of  the  many  valuable  services  performed 
by  the  late  Colonel  Abort  during  his  long  service  of  forty-nine  years, 
but  the  committee  feel  that,  inasmuch  as  Colonel  Abort  did  not  die  of 
disease  contracted  in  the  service  or  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  so  as  to 
bring  him  under  the  operation  of  the  provision  of  the  general  law, 
they  would  not  be  justified  in  establishing  a  precedent  for  cases  of 
the  nature  set  forth  in  the  petition.  They  therefore  recommend  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not  granted. 
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37th  Cokgbkbs,  )  SENATE.  <  Rep.  Com. 

3d  Semion.      j  I  No.  104. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


FiBSiTABT  20,  1863.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  PoHEBOT  submitted  the  following 

REPORT. 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  No.  517.] 

The  Committee  on  Cldima^  to  whom  was  re/erred  Senate  bill  No.  517, 
*  *  making  a  reappropriation  of  money  to  pay  for  work  done  in  the  toest 
wing  of  the  Patent  Office  huUding^^^  report: 

By  the  act  of  March  3,  1857,  (11  Stat.,  224,)  an  appropriation  of 
$50,000  was  made  '*for  preparing  the  saloon  of  the  west  wing  of  the 
Patent  Office  for  the  reception  of  models  for  patents,  and  for  fitting 
up  and  furnishing  the  same  with  suitable  cases."  Of  this  sum,  an 
unexpended  balance  of  $10,000  was  carried  to  the  surplus  fund.  A 
contract  was  made  with  Mr.  H.  S.  Davis  for  a  portion  of  the  work, 
payment  to  be  made  according  to  measurement.  After  the  comple- 
tion of  the  work,  a  misunderstanding  arose  in  regard  to  the  measure- 
ment. Mr.  Davis  received  $11,876  35  under  protest,  reserving  his 
rights  of  future  adjustment.  On  an  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  he  ordered  a  remeasurement  of  the  work  to  be  made  by 
three  practical  mechanics,  to  be  selected  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Patents. 

The  Commissioner,  in  his  report  to  the  Secretary,  says:  **The 
measurement  was  intrusted  by  me  to  Messrs.  Angus,  Downing,  and 
Morsell,  who  were  highly  recommended  for  competency  and  honesty, 
and  who  were  selected  on  my  own  motion.  These  gentlemen  having 
been  duly  sworn,  reported  to  me  that,  after  a  careful  examination, 
and  making  the  deductions  by  the  contract,  the  amount  due  Mr. 
Davis  was  $17,596  39,  making  $5,720  04  more  than  had  been  paid 
him.''  For  this  latter  sum  the  Secretary  asked  an  appropriation,  and 
it  was  included  in  the  deficiency  bill,  (H.  R.  617,)  but  it  was  stricken 
out  in  the  Senate,  on  the  'ground  that  it  was  a  private  claim. 

Upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  facts,  the  committee  are  satisfied 
that  the  amount  is  justly  due,  and  report  the  bill  reappropriating  the 
money,  to  enable  the  Secretary  to  pay  it,  and  recommend  its  passage. 
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37th  CoNOREfss,  )  SENATE,  (  Rep.  Com 

3d  Session.      \  1    No.  105. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Fdjbuaky  20,  1863— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  PoMEROY  submitted  the  following 

REPORT. 

[To  accompany  joint  resolution  H.  R.  No.  84.] 

Tiie  Committee  on  Claims^  to  whom  loas  referred  a  joint  resdution  for 
the  relief  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin^  having  considered  the  same^  ask 
leave  to  report  : 

By  the  '*  Act  to  enable  the  people  of  Wisconsin  Territory  to  form 
a  constitution/'  &c.,  approved  August  6,  1846,  Congress  offered  to 
the  people  of  that  State  five  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  within  its  limits,  and  certain  other  equivalents,  in 
consideration  that  the  State  should  adopt  an  ordinance  such  as  \va8 
indicated  by  the  act  aforesaid. 

The  convention  which  framed  the  constitution  of  Wisconsin  for- 
mally accepted  that  offer  and  framed  the  required  ordinance,  which 
the  people  of  the  State  adopted. 

Nevertheless,  it  seems  the  government  has  only  paid  a  portion  of 
that  five  per  cent.  fund.  The  balance  remaining  unpaid  on  the  31st 
of  December,  1861,  amounted,  according  to  the  statement  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  to  $249,768  70. 

The  reason  assigned  for  the  non-payment  of  that  balance  is,  that 
the  government  has  a  claim  against  the  State  of  Wisconsin  for  the 
proceeds  of  certain  lands  granted  to  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  a  canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  Lake 
Michigan  with  those  of  Rock  river. 

The  history  of  that  claim  is  briefly  as  follows: 

The  Territory  of  Wisconsin  was  organized  under  an  act  of  Congress 
approved  April  20,  1836.  Her  legislature  could  pass  no  act  without 
submitting  it  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  if  disapproved 
by  Congress   the  act  was  null. 

On  the  18th  of  June,  1837,  Congress  passed  an  act  providing  for 
the  construction  of  a  canal  between  Lake  Michigan  and  Rock  river. 

The  United  States  owned  the  lands  on  the  line  of  the  proposed 
canal,  and  desired  to  sell  them.  They  were  offered  to  all  the  world 
at  one  dollar  and  twenty -five  cents  per  acre,  but  had  not  been  sold. 

Congress  believed  the  construction  of  the  canal  would  double  the 
value  and  quicken  the  sale  of  the  lands. 
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2  RELIEF  FOR  THE   STATE   OF  WISCONSIN. 

For  the  purpose  of  building  the  canal  Congress  made  the  Lake 
Michigan  and  Rock  River  Canal  Company  its  agent  and  the  Terri- 
tory of  Wisconsin  its  trustee.  But  the  Territory  was  a  mere  naked 
trustee,,  without  any  interest,  vested  or  contingent.  It  never  could 
derive  any  pecuniary  advantage  from  the  grant.  It  could  only  sell 
the  lands,  but  the  proceeds  it  was  compelled  to  invest  in  the  stock  of 
the  canal  company. 

The  stock  it  could  hold  only  as  trustee  either  for  the  company  or 
the  public.  All  revenues  derived  from  the  stock  it  was  compelled  to 
invest  in  the  purchase  of  stock  held  by  private  stockholders,  and 
when  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  and  the  revenues  of  the  canal  should 
have  defrayed  the  whole  cost  of  construction,  the  work  was  to  be 
thrown  open  to  the  public  without  other  charge  for  its  use  than  a 
sum  sufBcient  to  keep  it  in  repair. 

Thus  it  seems  neither  the  Territory  nor  the  State  of  Wisconsin  could 
in  any  contingency  derive  any  pecuniary  advantage  from  the  grant. 
They  were  the  instrumentalities  through  which  Congress  undertook 
to  provide  a  free  canal  for  the  use  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
expecting,  as  it  did,  that  the  improvement  of  the  public  lands  along 
the  line  of  the  canal  would  reimburse  the  cost  of  the  work. 

But  the  canal  was  not  completed  in  ten  years,  and,  it  seems,  never 
has  been  completed.  Hence,  it  seems  to  have  been  thought  the  State 
of  Wisconsin  ought  to  pay  for  the  lands  granted  in  aid  of  it.  The 
act  making  the  grant  did  declare  that  in  case  the  canal  was  not  com- 
menced within  three  years,  and  completed  within  ten  years,  from  the 
date  of  the  act,  the  United  States  should  be  entitled  to  receive  back 
the  money  for  which  any  of  Said  lands  might  have  been  pre- 
viously sold.  And  it  further  declares,  the  State  of  Wisconsin  should 
be  held  responsible  for  the  payment  thereof.  But  the  same  act  also 
declares  that,  *  *  in  order  to  render  effectual  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
the  legislature  of  the  State  to  be  erected  or  admitted  out  of  the  ter- 
ritory, now  comprised  in  Wisconsin  Territory,  east  of  the  Mississippi, 
shall  give  their  assent  to  the  same  by  act  to  be  duly  passed." 

Your  committee  do  not  understand  that  any  such  assent  has  ever 
been  given  on  the  part  of  the  State,  and  they  do  not  think  it  just  or 
equitable  to  charge  upon  that  State  the  whole  loss  consequent  upon 
the  failure  to  build  the  canal,  and  for  these  reasons: 

Because  the  State  never  undertook  to  build  the  canal. 

Because  it  never  asked  for  a  grant  to  aid  the  building  of  it. 

Because  it  never  could  have  derived  any  profit  from  the  use  of  it 

Because  it  had  no  control  over  the  company,  which  was  specially 
charged  by  Congress  with  the  duty  of  building  the  canal. 

Because  her  judgment  was  never  consulted,  nor  her  assent  asked 
to  the  project  of  building  it. 

Your  committee  also  think  it  unjust  and  illegal  to  charge  that  loss 
upon  the  State,  because,  as  before  stated.  Congress  expressly  enacted 
that  the  State  should  not  be  bound  by  the  terms  of  the  grant  unless 
her  assent  was  formally  obtained;  and  because,  whatever  obligation 
might  have  devolved  upon  the  State  to,  complete  the  canal  under  the 
terms  of  the  grant,  yet  those  obligations  were  waived  W  Congress  in 
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the  act  admitting  Wisconsin  into  the  Union.  In  that  act  Congress 
diverted  so  ijiuch  of  the  grant  as  remained  unsold  from  the  con- 
struction of  the  canal,  and  disposed  of  it  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  as 
a  part  of  the  five  hundred  thousand  acres  oflfiered  to  that  State  in  the 
act  of  August  6,  1846,  hereinbefore  referred  to;  and  it  does  not  seem 
right  to  divert  the  fund  dedicated  to  the  building  of  the  canal,  and 
still  compel  the  State  to  complete  the  work. 

Your  committee  are  informed,  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  that  the  State  has  been  charged  with  the  whole 
quantity  of  land  disposed  of  before  the  admission  of  the  State  into 
the  Union,  amounting  to  125,431i%^  acres,  at  two  dollars  and  fifty 
c«ntfl  per  acre. 

But  your  committee  are  clearly  of  the  opinion,  there  is  no  just  rea- 
son for  charging  more  than  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre 
for  those  lands.  That  was  the  price  at  which  the  lands  were  ofiFered 
to  all  the  world  at  the  time  of  the  grant.  Congress  evidently  sup- 
posed that  the  building  of  the  canal  would  double  their  value  ;  and 
so  doubtless  it  would,  but  the  canal  was  not  built.  The  sole  con- 
sideration for  charging  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre  thereby 
failed.  Congress  recognized  the  fact,  and  reduced  the  price  of  the 
reserved  sections  to  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  Tour 
committee  can  see  no  just  reason  for  demanding  of  the  State  two  dol- 
lars and  twenty -five  cents  for  the  granted  sections,  and  selling  the 
reserve  sections,  lying  right  by  their  side,  for  half  that  price. 

To  insist  upon  that  rule  would  enable  the  government  to  speculate 
out  of  the  failure  of  its  own  agent.  If  the  canal  company  had  com- 
pleted the  canal,  the  government  would  have  received  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  for  half  the  lands  and  nothing  for  the  balance,  which 
would  be  an  average  of  one  dollar  and  twenty -five  cents  for  the  whole. 
But  if  the  State  is  made  to  pay  the  enhanced  price  by  reason  of  the 
failure  of  the  canal  company  to  complete  the  work,  then  the  govern- 
ment receives  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre  for  half  the 
lands  and  twice  that  sum  for  the  other  half,  which  is  an  average  of 
one  dollar  and  eighty-seven  and  one-half  cents  for  the  whole. 

Tour  committee  are  also  of  the  opinion  that  the  State  should  not 
be  held  accountable  for  so  much  of  the  proceeds  of  that  grant  as  was 
paid  over  to  the  canal  company  by  the  Territory. 

All  such  payments  were  made  in  pursuance  of  the  express  direc- 
tions of  Congress.  They  were  in  execution  of  the  very  purpose  for 
which  the  grant  was  made.  If  the  company  misused  those  funds,  it 
was  in  no  sense  the  fault  of  the  Territory,  which  did  not  select  the 
beneficiary,  and  much  less  the  fault  of  the  State,  which  never  saw  the 
funds. 

Your  committee  are  also  of  the  opinion  that  if  any  portions  of  such 
proceeds  were  disbursed  to  defray  expenses  of  the  territorial  govern- 
ment, which,  by  law,  were  chargeable  upon  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  the  State  should  not  be  held  accountable  for  such  portion. 

To  that  extent  the  United  States,  and  not  the  State,  have  been  the 
recipients  of  the  grant;  and  the  former,  and  not  the  latter,  should 
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stand  charged,  leaving  the  State  to  account,  as  for  money  had  and  re  - 
ceived,  for  so  much  of  the  grant  only  as  was  appropriated  to  her  own 
use. 

Upon  these  principles  your  committee  recommend  a  settlement  of 
the  account  with  the  State,  and  for  that  purpose  they  report  back  the 
joint  resolution^  with  an  amendment,  and  recommend  its  passage* 
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37th  Congress,  )  SENATE.  J  Rep.  Com. 

3d  Sesaion.      J  _  ^   No.  106. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Febbuabt  21,  1863.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Nesuith  made  the  following 

EEPORT. 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  No.  563.] 

TTie  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  Brigadier  General  James  H.  Carlton^  United  St  a  ten 
army,  having  had  the  same  under  consideration,  report  : 

The  children  of  the  memorialist  owned  twelve  houses  and  seven 
corrals  at  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  which  were  rented  to  the  United 
States  for  military  purposes,  and  were  occupied  as  shops,  stables, 
storehouses,  hospitals,  &c.,  up  to  the  2d  of  March,  1862,  upon  which 
day  they  were,  by  competent  authority,  destroyed  by  fire,  '*to  pre- 
vent the  public  property  stored  in  them  from  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  rebel  enemy." 

The  certificate  of  Captain  Enos,  assistant  quartermaster,  shows 
that  the  property  was  destroyed  by  his  order,  in  obedience  to  the 
command  of  Brigadier  General  Canby,  and  a  board  of  survey  con- 
vened on  the  10th  of  September,  1862,  assessed  the  damages  to  the 
property  at  $7,600,  and  this  valuation  was  approved  by  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  post. 

The  committee,  fully  satisfied  that  the  government,  by  its  proper 
officers,  destroyed  this  rented  property  for  prudential  reasons,  re- 
port a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eva,  Etta,  Henry,  and  Guy  Carlton,  and 
recommend  that  it  pass. 
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37th  Cokgress,  J  SENATE.  C  Rep.    Com. 

3d  Session.      [  1    No.  107. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


FiBBUART  25|  1863.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  SuMNBB  made  the  following 

REPORT. 

(To  accompany  bill  H.  B.  No.  622.] 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations^  to  whom  was  referred  House  biU 
No.  622,  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Dainese,  with  accompanying  papers, 
p'aying  compensation  for  judicial  services  performed  by  him  lohUe  con- 
sul at  Constantinople^  under  the  act  approved  August  11,  1848,  hxive 
had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  now  report : 
That  this  case  has  been  for  many  years  before  Congress;  that  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  AflFairs  in  the  House  of  Representatives  having 
considered  it  and  decided  in  its  favor,  oflFered  an  amendment  to  the 
deficiency  bill  on  the  8th  of  February,  1854,  which  was  adopted,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  and  in  the  House,  but  this  amendment 
dropped  with  the  bill,  which  failed  in  the  Senate;  that  subsequently 
the  same  amendment  was  attached  to  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  but  was  struck  ofiFin  the  Senate;  that 
two  reports  in  favor  of  the  claim  were  made  by  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  AflFairs  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  one  by  Mr.  Chand- 
ler, of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  other  by  Mr.  Burlingame,  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  that  during  the  present  session  another  report  in  favor  of 
it  has  been  made  by  the  same  committee. 

It  appears  from  the  records  and  files  of  the  Department  of  State, 
that  the  claimant  was  the  recognized  incumbent  of  the  United  States 
consulate  at  Constantinople,  from  the  16th  of  May,  1849,  to  the  20th 
of  December,  1852.  The  present  claim  is  for  compensation  during 
this  period,  on  account  of  alleged  judicial  services  under  the  statute 
of  1848.  In  order  to  determine  the  validity  of  this  claim,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  consider  carefully  the  statute  under  which  it  is  made. 
The  diflFerences  of  opinion  seem  to  have  arisen  from  inattention  to 
this  statute. 

The  statute  is  entitled  **  An  act  to  carry  into  eflFect  certain  provis- 
ions in  the  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  China,  and  the 
Ottoman  Porte,  giving  certain  judicial  powers  to  ministers  and  con- 
suls of  the  United  States  in  those  countries,"  and  was  approved  Au- 
gust 11,  1848.— (9  Statutes  at  Large,  276-' 80.)  By  the  first  section, 
the  commissioner  and  consuls  of  the  United  States,  appointed  to  re- 
side in  China,  are  vested  with  judicial  authority.  In  subsequent 
sections  (making  seventeen  in  all)  this  jurisdiction  is  declared  and 
defined,  both  in  criminal  and  civil  aflFairs.  The  commissioner,  in  ad- 
dition to  his  power  to  make  regulations  and  decrees,  **is  authorized 
to  hear  and  decide  all  cases,  criminal  and  civil,  which  may  come  before 
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him  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  to  issue  all  processes  neces- 
sary to  execute  the  power  conferred  upon  him.  And  he  is  hereby  fuUy 
empowe^-ed  to  decide  finally  any  case  upon  the  evidence  which  comes  up 
with  it,  or  to  hear  the  parties  further,  if  he  thinks  justice  will  be  pro- 
moted thereby;  and  he  may  also  prescribe  the  rules  upon  which  new 
trials  may  be  granted,  either  by  the  consuls  or  by  himself,  if  asked  for 
upon  justifiable  grounds." — (Sec.  13.)  The  commissioner  is  further 
authorized  '*to  establish  a  tariflfof  fees  for  judicial  services,  which 
shall  be  paid  by  such  parties  and  to  such  persons,  as  the  said  com- 
missioner shall  direct.-' — (Sec.  17.) 

After  declaring  and  defining  the  judicial  duties  of  the  commissioner 
in  China  and  the  consuls  there,  the  statute  proceeds  to  fix  the  com- 
pensation iu  addition  to  salary,  as  follows  :  ''That  in  conaidei'otum  cf 
the  duties  herein  imposed  upon  the  commissioner,  there  shall  be  paid 
to  him,  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  annually,  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to  his  salary;  and  there  shall  also 
be  paid,  annually,  to  each  of  said  consuls,  for  a  like  reason,  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to  consular  fees." — (Sec.  18.) 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  statute  thus  far  is  exclusively  appli- 
cable to  the  commissioner  and  consuls  in  China.  Nothing  is  said 
al30ut  Turkey,  and  the  compensation  is  '*  in  consideration  of  the  duties 
herein  imposed."  At  last  we  have  the  following  section,  by  which  cer- 
tain duties,  difierent  from  those  already  mentioned,  are  conferred  upon 
the  minister  and  consuls  of  the  United  States  in  the  ports  of  Turkey: 

* '  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  provisions  of  this  act,  so  far 
as  the  same  relate  to  crimes  committed  by  citizens  of  the  United  States^ 
shall  extend  to  Turkey,  under  the  treaty  with  the  Sublime  Porte  of 
May  seventh,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  and  shall  be, executed  in 
the  dominions  of  the  Sublime  Porte,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions 
of  said  treaty,  by  the  minister  of  the  United  States,  and  the  consuls 
appointed  by  the  United  States  to  reside  therein,  who  are  hereby, 
'CX  officio,  vested  with  the  powers  herein  contained  for  the  purposes 
above  expressed,  so  far  as  regards  the  punishment  of  crime." — 
<Sec.  22.) 

On  looking  carefully  at  this  section,  two  things  will  be  observed: 
first,  that  the  duties  of  the  minister  and  consuls  in  Turkey  are  re- 
strained to  cases  of  crimes;  and,  secondly,  that  nothing  is  said  w^ith 
regard  to  any  compensation  in  addition  to  salary.  Had  the  same 
large  judicial  duties,  embracing  civil  as  well  as  criminal  cases,  which 
had  been  conferred  upon  the  commissioner  and  consuls  in  China,  been 
also  conferred  upon  the  minister  and  consuls  in  Turkey,  it  might  have 
been  reasonable  to  allow  the  latter  officers  the  same  compensation 
which  is  allowed  to  the  former.  Prom  the  equality  of  services,  it 
might  then  have  been  argued  that  there  should  be  an  equality  of 
compensation.  But  it  is  obvious  on  the  face  of  the  statute  that  there 
is  no  such  equality  of  service.  The  two  cases  differ  essentially.  It 
was  probably  on  tiie  ground  of  this  difference  that  the  statute  made 
an  essential  difference  with  regard  to  the  compensation.  In  the  one 
case,  compensation  is  expressly  allowed;  in  the  other  case,  nothing 
is  said  on  the  subject. 

The  conclusion  is  clear  that,  according  to  the  statute^  <(ertain  limited 
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services  are  required  of  the  minister  and  consuls  in  Turkey,  for  which 
no  compensation  is  provided  in  addition  to  salary.  There  is  not  a 
word  in  the  statute  to  sanction  any  such  compensation. 

This  interpretation  of  the  statute  is  in  harmony  with  the  opinions 
of  the  department  whenever  the  question  has  been  presented.  With- 
out stopping  to  adduce  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Marcy  and  Mr.  Cass,  com- 
municated to  committees  of  Congress,  it  will  be  enough  to  quote  the 
language  of  Mr.  Seward,  in  a  letter  bearing  date  February  23,  1863, 
addressed  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
with  reference  to  the  present  case,  as  follows: 

'*  It  has  never  been  the  opinion  of  the  head  of  this  department 
that  the  law  authorized  any  special  compensation,  other  than  their 
respective  salaries  or  fees,  to  the  commissioner  or  minister  in  Tur- 
key, or  to  our  consular  oflScers  in  that  country  or  its  dependencies, 
for  any  services  which  they  might  be  required  to  perform  under  the 
provisions  of  the  22d,  23d,  and  24th  sections  of  the  act  of  August 
11,  1848.'' 

There  are,  however,  two  precedents  of  allowances  by  Congress  in 
cases  asserted  to  be  similar  to  the  present.  The  first  is  the  case  of 
D.  S.  Carr,  minister  at  Constantinople,  who  is  said  to  have  been  paid 
for  similar  services  rendered  in  the  same  kingdom,  and  about  the 
same  time.  But  a  careful  consideration  of  this  case  takes  from  it  all 
character  as  a  precedent.  It  appears  that  Mr.  Carr,  on  his  return 
from  Turkey,  in  his  accounts  against  the  government,  made  a  claim 
for  judicial  services;  but  this  item,  with  others,  was  rejected  at  the 
Treasury  Department,  as  not  allowed  by  law.  But  at  last  an  amend- 
ment was  fastened  upon  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  at  the  first  ses- 
sion of  the  32d  Congress,  which,  it  is  asserted,  covered  the  claim  for 
judicial  services.  There  is  nothing  in  the  language  of  the  amend- 
ment as  it  finally  passed  which  could  give  a  hint  of  any  such  claim. 
It  is  as  follows:  **To  compensate  Dabney  S.  Carr,  for  expcTises  in- 
curred while  in  the  diplomatic  service  of  the  country,  to  be  allowed 
in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  with  the  government,  seven  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars." — (10  Statutes  atLarge,  89.) 
It  is  difficult  to  see  how  an  appropriation  in  such  general  terms  for 
eaypenses  incurred  can  be  made  a  precedent  for  an  appropriation  on  ac- 
count of  alleged  services.  But  the  claim  of  Mr.  Carr  was  on  account 
of  expenses,  part  of  which  were  incurred  anterior  to  the  statute  of 
1848,  so  that  if  it  be  recognized  as  a  precedent,  it  must  authorize  an 
allowance  of  compensation  for  judicial  services  anterior  to  the  stat- 
ute, as  far  back  as  the  treaty  with  Turkey  in  1830,  under  which 
these  judicial  duties  were  first  established. 

The  other  precedent  is  that  of  D.  S.  McCauley,  consul  general  at 
Alexandria,  a  port  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  Turkish  em- 
pire, whose  widow,  after  his  death,  was  paid  four  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty  dollars  for  judicial  services  under  the  statutes  of 
1848. — (11  Statutes  at  Large,  567.)  The  bill  for  this  payment  origi- 
nated in  the  Senate;  but  when  it  is  considered  that  it  was  in  favor 
of  a  widow,  its  value  as  a  precedent  will  not  be  such  as  to  establish  a 
rule  for  the  Senate  in  all  subsequent  cases.  It  must  be  classed  as  a 
widow's  bill.  ^"^^^^^ c^- 


4  FRANCIS     DAINESE. 

The  two  precedents  adduced  in  favor  of  the  claim  may  be  disre- 
garded; at  least  so  as  to  leave  the  question  open  to  the  judgment  of 
the  Senate. 

If  there  were  any  doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  statute,  from  an 
examination  of  its  text,  that  doubt  would  be  removed  by  a  considera- 
tion of  the  consequences  which  would  ensue  from  the  interpretation 
which  is  given  to  it  by  the  claimant.  If  his  claim  is  valid,  then  will 
all  other  consuls  in  the  ports  of  Turkey,  at  least  from  the  date  of  the 
statute  of  1848,  if  not  from  the  date  of  the  treaty  with  Turkey  in  1830, 
be  entitled  to  the  same  allowance.  By  the  statute  it  is  provided  that 
*'the  word  consul  shall  be  understood  to  mean  any  person  vested  by 
the  United  States  with  and  exercising  the  consular  authority  in  any 
of  the  five  ports  in  China  named  in  the  treaty,  or  in  any  port  in 
Turkey,^ ^  It  is  impossible,  of  course,  to  make  any  discrimination  be- 
tween the  consuls  at  these  **  ports."  What  is  just  for  one  is  just  for 
all ;  nor  can  the  allowance  be  limited  in  time.  It  must  be  made  to 
our  consuls  at  all  these  ports,  and  for  all  the  time  since  the  statute, 
if  not  since  the  treaty  itself.  Smyrna,  Beirut,  Candia,  Cyprus,  Al- 
exandria, Tripoli,  and  Tunis,  cannot  in  this  respect  be  distinguished 
from  Constantinople;  nor  can  the  present  claimant  bo  entitled  to  more 
consideration  than  his  successors  inoflSce.  Jerusalem,  though  a  city  of 
Turkey,  is  not  a  **port;''  but  there  are  vice-consuls  or  consular  agents 
at  JaflFa,  Acre,  Dardanelles,  Trebezone,  Rhodes,  Gallapolis,  all  *  Sports" 
of  Turkey.  It  is  obvious  that  the  payment  of  this  claim  would  open 
the  treasury  to  other  claims  having  the  same  foundation,  whose  sum 
total  must  be  reckoned  at  many  thousand  dollars. 

If  the  claim  had  been  presented  on  the  ground  of  services  actually 
rendered,  the  case  might  have  a  different  aspect.  The  evidence  of 
such  services  might  be  urged  to  justify  an  appropriation  according 
to  the  value  of  such  services — quantum  meruit;  although  it  is  difficult 
to  see  how  any  such  services  could  be  regarded  as  other  than  what 
the  claimant  was  obliged  to  render  in  the  discharge  of  his  consular 
duties.  But  it  does  not  appear  from  any  of  the  papers  in  the  case 
that  any  judicial  duties  were  actually  performed  by  the  claimant, 
whose  case  is  rested  exclusively  on  the  statute,  which,  it  is  assumed, 
allows  this  additional  compensation,  even  if  no  judicial  duties  have 
actually  been  performed.  Mr.  Seward,  in  his  letter  to  the  chairman 
of  the  committee,  dated  February  23,  1863,  says  that  there  is  no  evi- 
dence at  the  Department  of  State  that  these  judicial  services  were 
actually  performed  by  the  claimant.     His  language  is  as  follows: 

**  The  judicial  services  which  these  officers  have  been  required  to 
perform,  certainly  until  a  comparatively  recent  period,  have  been  of 
rare  occurrence ;  and  there  is  nothing  upon  the  records  orfles  of  the  de- 
partment^ as  it  is  believed,  to  show  that  Mr.  Dainese  was  ever  called 
upon  *  to  execute  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  so  far  as  the  same 
relate  to  crimes  committed  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  in 
Turkey.' '' 

After  careful  consideration  of  the  case,  the  committee  are  con- 
strained to  report  the  House  bill  back  to  the  Senate,  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  not  pass. 
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